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\^th,  1776,  and  continued  bj  Adjournments  to  September  28,  1776.  Pub' 
liped  by  Authority. 


WHEREAS  all  government 
ought  to  be  inftituted  and 
fupported  for  the  fecurity  and  pro- 
teftion  of  the  community  as  fuch, 
and  to  enable  the  individuals  who 
compofe  it  to  enjoy  their  natural 
rights,  and  the  other  bleffings  which 
the  author  of  exigence  has  bellowed 
upon  man  ;  and  whenever  thefe  great 
ends  of  government  are  not  obtained, 
the  people  h:ive  a  right,  by  common 
confent,  to  change  it,  and  take  fuch 
meafures  as  to  them  may  appear  ne- 
ceffary  to  promote  their  fafety  and 
happinefs.  And  whereas  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  common-wealth  have, 
in  confideration  of  protection  only, 
heretofore  acknowledged  allegiance 
to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  laid  King  has  not  only  withdrawn 
ihar  proteilion,  but  commenced  and 
Vol.  V. 


ftill  continues  to  carry  on,  with  un- 
abated vengeance,  a  moll  cruel  and 
unjull  war  againll  them,  employing 
therein  not  only  the  troops  of  Great- 
Britain,  but  foreign  mercenaries,  fa- 
vages  and  flaves,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe of  reducing  them  to  a  total  and 
abjeft  fubmiflion  to  the  defpotic  do- 
mination of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
with  many  other  afts  of  tyranny, 
(more  fully  fet  forth  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Congrefs)  whereby  all  alle- 
giance and  fealty  to  the  faid  King 
and  his  fuccelTors  are  diflblved  and  at 
an  end,  and  all  power  and  authority 
derived  from  him  ceafed  in  tliefe  co- 
lonies. And  whereas  it  is  abfolute- 
ly  necelTary  for  the  welfare  and  fafety 
of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  colonies, 
that  they  be  henceforth  free  and  inde- 
pendent Hates,  and  that  juft,  perma- 
A  nent 
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rent  and  proper  forms  of  government  certain  natural,  inherent  and  unalien- 
exift  in  every  part  of  them,  derived  able  rights,  amongil  which  are  the 
from,  and  founded  on  the  authority  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liber- 
qF,  the  people  only,  agreeable  to  the     ty,    acquiring,    pofleding    and 


-      -  -  .  .      -         _      .  _      .       f*^ 

diretitions  of  the  Honourable  Amen-  tefting   property,  and  purfuing    and 

can  Congrefs.     We,  the  Reprefenta-  obtaining  happinefs  and  fafety. 

tives  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennfylvania         II.   That   all  men  have  a  natural 

in  General  Convention   met,  for  the  and  unalienable  right  to  worfliip  Al- 

exprefs  purpofe  of  framing  fuch  a  go-  mighty  God  according  to  the  dictates 

vernment,  confcfling  the  goodnefs  of  of  their  own  confciences  and  ur.der- 

the  great  Governor  of  the  Univerfe  Handing:   And  that  no  man  ought  or 

(who  a'one  knows  to  what  degree  of  of  right  can  be  compelled  to  attend 

earthly  happinefs  mankind  may  at-  any   religious    worfhip,    or    erect   or 

tain  by  perfedling  the  arts  of  govern-  fupport    any    place    of    worfhip,     or 

ment)  in   permitting   the   people    of  maintain    any   miniftry,  contrary  to, 

this  Hate,   bv  common   con  fen  t,  and  or  again  ft,  his  own  free  will  and  cr>n- 

without  violence,  deliberately  to  form  fent :    Nor  can    any  man,  who    ac- 

for  themfelves  fuch  juft  rules  as  they  knowledges  the   being  of  a  God,  be 

fhall  think  beft,  for  governing  their  jullly   deprived  or    abridged    of  any 

futu'-e  (ociety;  and  b^ing  fully  con-  civil  right  as  a  citizen,  on  account  of 

vinced    that   it   is    our  indifpenfable  his  religious   fentiments   or   peculiar 

duty  to  eftablilh  fuch  original  princi-  mode  of  religious  worfhip  :   And  that 

pies  of  government  as  v/ill  beft  pro-  no  authority  can  or  ought  to  be  vefted 

mote  the  general    happinefs    of  the  in,  or  afl'umed  by,  any  power  what- 

people  of  this  Hate  and  their  pofterity,  ever,  that  fhall  in  any  cafe  interfere 

and  provide  for  future  improvements,  with,    or  in   any   manner    controul, 

without   partiality   for   or    prejudice  the  right  of  confcicnce  in  the   free 

againft  any  particular  clafs,  feft  or  exercife  of  religious  worfhip. 

denomination  of  men  v\hatever.  Do,         III.  That  the  people  of  this  ftate 

by  virtue  of  the  authority  veiled  in  us  have  the  fole  exclufive  and  inherent 

by  our  conflituents,  ordain,    declare  right    of  governing   and    regulating 

and  eftablilh  the  following  Declara-  the  internal  police  of  the  fame. 

tion  of  Rights  and  Frame  of  Govern-         IV.  That  all  power  being  original- 

ment  to   be  The  Conftitution  of  the  ly  inherent  in,  and  confequentiy  de- 

Common-wealth,  and   to  remain   in  rived  from,  the  people ;  therefore  all 

force  therein  for  ever,  unaltered,  ex-  officers  of  govern  ment,  whether  legif- 

cept  in  fuch  articles  as  fhall  hereafter  lative  or  executive,  arc   their  truftees 

on  experience  be  found  to  require  im-  and   fervants,    and  at  all    times    ac- 

provement,    and  which  fhall  by  the  Goaiitable  to  them. 

i'ame  authority  of  the  people,  fairly         V.  That  government  is,  or  ought 

delegated  as    this   frame   of  govern-  to  be,  inftituted  for  the  common  be- 

ment    directs,     be    amended  or   im-  nefit,  proteftion   and  fecurity  of  the 

proved  for  the  more  effectual  obtain-  people,  nation   or  community  ;  and 

ing  and  fecuring  the  great  end  and  not  for  the  particular  emolument  or 

defign  of  all  government,  herein  be-  advantage  of  any  fingle  man,  family 

fore  mentioned.  or  fet  of  men  who  are  a  part  only  of 

CHAPTER      I.  that  community  :   And  that  the  coni- 

^   Declaration   of  the   Rights   of  the  m unity  hath  an  indubitable,  unalien- 

Inlnibitauts  of  the  State  of  Penifyl-  able  and  indefeafible  right  to  reform, 

iiatiia.  alter  or  abolifh  government  in   fuch 

I.  THAT  all  men  are  born  equal-  manner  as  fhall  be  by  that  commu- 

ly  free   and  independent,  and  have  nity  judged   moll  conducive    to    the 

public  weal.  VI. 


( 

VI.  That  thofe  who  are  employed 
'in  the  legiflative  and  executive  bufi- 

nefs  of  the  ftate  may  be  retrained 
from  oppreflion,  the  people  have  a 
right,  at  fuch  periods  as  they  may 
think  proper,  to  reduce  their  public 
officers  to  a  private  ftatioji,  and  fup- 
ply  the  vacancies  by  certain  and  re- 
gular ele£lions. 

VII.  That  all  eleflions  ought  to 
be  free  ;  and  that  all  free  men  having 
a  fuff.cient  evident  common  intereft 
with,  and  attachment  to  the  commu- 
nity, have  a  right  to  elecl  officers,  or 
be  eledled  into  office. 

VIII.  That  every  member  of  fo- 
ciety  hath  a  right  to  be  proteded  in 
the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty  and 
property,  and  therefore  is  bound  to 
confrihute  his  proportion  towards  the 
expence  of  that  proteflion,  and  yield 
his  peifonal  fervice,  when  neceffary, 
or  an  equivalent  thereto :  But  no 
part  of  a  man's  property  can  be  juftly 
taken  from  him,  or  applied  to  pub- 
lic uies,  without  his  own  confent,  or 
that  of  his  legal  reprefentatives  :  Nor 
can  any  man  v.ho  is  confcientioufly 
fcrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  be  juil:ly 
compelled  thereto,  if  he  will  pay 
luch  equivalent  :  Nor  are  the  people 
bound  by  any  laws,  but  fuch  as  they 
have  in  like  manner  afTented  to,  for 
their  common  good. 

IX.  That  in  all  profecr.tions  for 
criminal  offences,  a  man  hath  a  right 
to  be  heard  by  himfelf  and  his  coun- 
cil, to  demand  the  caufe  and  nature 
of  his  accufation,  to  be  confronted 
with  the  witnefles,  to  call  for  evidence 
in  his  favour,  and  a  fpeedy  public 
trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the 
country,  without  the  unanimous  con- 
fent of  which  jury  he  cannot  be  found 
guilty :  Nor  can  he  be  compelled  to 
give  evidence  againil  himfelf:  Nor 
can  any  man  be  juilly  deprived  of  his 
liberty,  except  by  the  laws  of  the 
land  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers. 

X.  That  the  people  have  a  right 
to  hold  themfelves,  their  houfes;  pa- 
pers and  poireflions  free  from  fearch 
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or  feizure ;  and  therefore  warrants 
without  oaths  or  affirmations  firfl 
made,  affording  a  fufficient  founda- 
tion for  them,  and  whereby  any  offi^ 
cer  or  meffenger  may  be  commanded 
or  required  to  fearch  fufpefted  places, 
or  to  feize  any  perfon  or  perfons,  his 
or  their  property,  not  particularly 
defcribcd,  are  contrary  to  that  right, 
and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

XI.  That  in  controverfies  refpedl- 
ing  property,  and  in  fuits  between, 
man  and  man,  the  parties  have  a 
right  to  trial  by  jury,  which  ought 
to  be  held  facred, 

XII.  That  the  people  have  a  right 
to  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  of  writing, 
and  publifhing  their  fentiments  ; 
therefore  the  freedom  of  the  prefs 
ought  not  to  be  reftraincd. 

XIII.  That  the  people  have  aright 
to  bear  arms  for  the  defence  of  them- 
felves and  the  flate  ;  and  as  Handing 
armies,  in  the  time  of  peace,  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty,  they  ought  not  to 
be  kept  up  :  And  that  the  military 
fliould  be  kept  under  ftrift  fubordi- 
nation  to,  and  governed  by,  the 
civil  power. 

XIV.  That  a  frequent  recurrence 
to  fundamental  principles,  and  a  firra 
adherence  to  juflice,  moderation, 
temperance,  induftry  and  frugality, 
are  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  preferve 
the  bleffings  of  liberty,  and  keep  a, 
government  free  :  The  people  ought 
therefore  to  pay  particular  attention 
to  thefe  points  in  the  choice  of  officers 
and  reprefentatives,  and  have  a  right 
to  exa^  a  due  and  con  flan  t  regard  to 
them,  from  their  legiflators  and  ma- 
giilrates  in  the  making  and  executing 
fuch  laws  as  are  neceffary  for  the 
good  government  of  the  flate. 

XV.  That  all  men  have  a  natural 
inherent  right  to  emigrate  from  one 
Hate  to  another  that  will  receive  them, 
or  to  form  a  new  ftate  in  vacant 
countries,  or  in  fuch  countries  as 
they  can  purchafe,  whenever  they 
think  that  thereby  they  may  promote 
their  own  happinefs, 

A  ?  XVI* 
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XVI.  That  the  people  have  a  right 
to  aflemble  together,   to  confult  for 
their  common  good,   to  inllruft  their 
reprefentatives,  and   to  apply  to  the 
legiflature  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  by 
addrefs,  petition  or  remonftrance. 
CHAPTER     II. 
Plan  or  Frame  of  Go'ver}imc7tt. 
Sedl.  I.    The  commonrwealth,   or 
ftateof  Pennfylvania  fhall  be  governed 
hereafter  by  an  affembly  of  the  repre- 
fentatives of  the  freemen  of  the  fame, 
and  a  prefident  and  council,  in  man- 
ner and  form  following — 

Sed.  2.  The  fupreme  legiflative 
power  fhall  be  veiled  in  a  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the 
common-wealth  or  Hate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

Seft.  3.  The  fupreme  executive 
power  Ihall  be  veiled  in  a  prefident 
and  council. 

Se6t.  4.  Courts  of  juftice  Ihall  be 
eftabliflied  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  in  every  county  of  this  flate. 

Sedl.  q.  The  freemen  of  this  com- 
mon-wealth and  their  fons  ihall  be 
trained  and  armed  for  its  defence, 
under  fuch  regulations,  rellriflions 
and  exceptions  as  the  general  afiembly 
Ihall  by  law  diredl,  preferving  always 
to  the  people  the  right  of  chufing 
their  colonel  and  all  commiilioned 
officers  under  that  rank  in  fuch  manner 
and  as  often  as  by  the  faid  laws  fhall 
be  diredled. 

Sefl.  6.  Every  freeman  of  the  full 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  re- 
fided  in  this  flate  for  the  fpace  of  one 
whole  year  next  before  the  day  of 
cleftion  for  reprefentatives,  and  paid 
public  taxes  during  that  time,  fliall 
enjoy  the  right  of  an  eledlor:  provided 
always,  that  fons  of  freeholders  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  fhall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  although  they  have  not 
paid  taxes. 

Sc6l.  7.  The  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives of  the  freemen  of  this  comm.on- 
wealth  fliall  confiit  of  perfons  mofl 
noted  for  wifdom  and  virtue,  to  be 
chofen  by  the  freemen  of  every  city 


and  county  of  this  common-wealth  re- 
fpedively.  And  no  perfon  fliall  be 
clefted  unlefs  he  has  refided  in  the 
city  or  county  for  which  he  fhall  be 
chofen  two  years  immediately  before 
the  faid  eleflion  ;  nor  fhall  any  mem- 
ber, while  he  continues  fuch,  hold 
any  other  office  except  in  the  militia. 
Se£t.  8.  No  perfon  fhall  be  capable 
of  being  eleded  a  member  to  ferve  in 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the 
freemen  of  this  common-wealth  more 
than  four  years  in  feven. 

Sedl.  9.  The  members  of  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  fhall  be  chofen  an- 
nually by  ballot  by  the  freemen  of  the 
common-wealth,  on  the  fecond  Tuef- 
dayinOdober  for  ever,  (except  this 
prefent  year)  and  fliall  meet  on  the 
fourth  Mondav  of  the  fame  m.onth, 
and  fliall  be  fd'led.  The  General  Af- 
fembly of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Free- 
men of  Pennfylvania,  and  fliall  have 
power  to  choofe  their  fpeaker,  the 
treafurer  of  the  flate,  and  their  other 
officers  ;  fit  on  their  own  adjourn- 
ments ;  prepare  bills  and  cnacl  them 
into  laws  ;  judge  of  the  eleftions  and 
qiialifications  of  iheir  own  members ; 
they  may  expel  a  member,  but  not  a 
fecond  time  for  the  fame  caufe  ;  they 
may  adminiiler  oaths  or  affirmations 
on  examination  of  witnefTes ;  redrefs 
grievances  ;  impeach  flate  criminals ; 
grant  charters  of  incorporation  ;  con- 
flitute  towns,  boroughs  cities  and 
counties  :  and  ihall  have  all  other 
powers  neceffary  for  the  legiflature  of 
a  free  flate  or  common-wealth  : — But 
they  fliall  have  no  power  to  add  to, 
alter,  abolifh,  or  infringe  any  part  of 
this  conilitution. 

Scft.  10.  A  quorum  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  fhall  coniiil  of  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers eledcd  ;  and  having  met  and 
chofen  their  fpeaker,  fhall  each  of 
them  before  they  proceed  to  bufincfs 
take  and  fubfcribe,  as  well  the  oath 
or  afiirmation  of  fidelity  and  allegiance 
herein  after  direded,  as  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

-  "I 
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t<  I  ,.  do  fvvear    (or  affirm) 

**  that  as  a  member  of  this  aflembly, 
**  I  will  not  propofe  or  aflent  to  any 
*'  bill,  vote,  or  refolation,  which 
*'  fliall  appear  to  me  injurious  to  the 
"  people ;  nor  do  confent  to  any  aft 
"  or  thing  whatever  that  (hall  have  a 
"  tendency  to  lefl'en  or  abridge  their 
"  rip-hts  and  privileges,  as  declared 
"  in" the  conftirution  of  this  ftate  ;  but 
"  will  in  ail  things  conduft  myfeif  as 
"  a  faithful  honeit  reprefentative  and 
"  guardian  of  the  people,  acy^'rding 
"  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment  and 
"  abilities." 

And  each  member,  before  he  takes 
his  feat,  fliall-  make  and  fubfcribe  the 
following  declaration,   viz. 

"  I  do  believe  in  one  God,  the 
"  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
*'  verfe,  the  rewarder  of  the  good 
*'  and  punifner  of  the  wicked.  And 
•"  I  do  acknow".edr,e  the  Scriptures  of 
"  the  Old  and  New  Teitament  to  be 
•'  given  by  Divine  Infpiration." 

And  no  further  or  other  religious 
ted:  Ihall  ever  hereafter  be  required  of 
any  civil  officer  or  magiftrate  in  this 
ftate. 

Seft.  1 1 .  Delegates  to  reprefent  this 
ftate  in  Congrels  faail  be  chof-n  by 
ballot  by  the  future  general  affemb'y 
at  their  finl  meeting,  and  annually 
for  ever  afterwards,  as  long  as  iuch 
reprefentation  ftiall  be  neceilary.  Any 
delegate  may  be  fuperfeded  at  any 
time",  by  the  general  aflembly  ap- 
poin  ing  another  in  his  Head.  No 
man  ftiall  fit  in  Congrefs  longer  than 
f.vo  years  iuccefiively,  nor  be  capable 
of  re-eledlion  for  three  years  after- 
wards :  and  no  perfon  who  holds  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  Congrefs  fliall 
hereafter  be  e'ecled  to  reprelent  this 
common-wealth  in  Congrefs. 

Seft.  12.  If  any  city  or  cities, 
county  or  counties  ihall  ncglecl  or 
refufe  toeleft  and  fend  reprefcntatives 
to  the  general  afl/jmbly,  two  thirds  of 
the  members  from  the  cities  or  coun- 
ties that  do  cleft  and  fend  re^re- 
featatives,  provided  they  be  a  majority 


) 

of  the  cities  and  counties  of  the  whole 
ftate  when  met,  fliall  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  general  alTembly  as  fully 
and  amply  as  if  the  v/hole  were 
prefent. 

Seft.  13.  The  doors  of  the  houie 
in  which  the  reprefcntatives  of  the 
freemen  of  tliis  Itate  fnall  lit  in  general 
aflimbly,  fliall  be  and  remain  open 
for  the  admiflion  of  all  perfons  who 
behave  decently,  except  when  the 
welfare  of  this  ftate  may  require  the 
doors  to  be  ftiut. 

Seft.  14.  The  votes  and  proceedings 
of  the  general  aflembly  fiiali  be  printed 
weekly  during  their  fitting,  with  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  any  qucftion,  vote 
or  refolution,  where  any  two  mem- 
bers require  it,  except  when  the  vote 
is  taken  by  ballot;  and  when  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  fo  tak'.n,  every 
member  fhall  have  a  right  to  mfert 
the  reafons  of  his  vote  upon  x^at.  mi- 
nutes, if  he  dclire  it. 

Seil.  15.  To  t  .e  end  that  laws  be- 
fore they  are  enafted  may  be  more 
maturely  confldered,  and  the  incon- 
venience of  hafty  determinations  as 
much  as  poffible  prevented,  all  bil's 
ot  a  public  nature  ihall  be  printed  for 
tlic  confi  ieration  of  the  people,  before 
they  are  read  in  general  aflembly  the 
Lilt  time  for  debate  and  amendment ; 
and  ex'cept  on  occaiions  of  fudden 
necefiicy,  fliall  not  be  paflTed  into  hv.'s 
unci)  the  next  feilion  of  afl'embly  ;  and 
f  ;r  the  more  pcr.ect  fatisfadion  of  the 
public,  tlie  reafons  and  motives  for 
making  Yuch  laws  (hall  be  ful  y  and 
clearly  exprefl'ed  in  the  preambles. 

Sevft.  16.  The  ftile  of  the  l:;ws  of 
this  common -v,^ealth  Ihall  be,  "  Beit 
enafccd,  and  it  is  hereby  eiiadeJ  bv 
the  rcprefeoiatives  of  the  freemen  of 
tiie  common-wealth  of  Pennfylvania, 
ia  general  aifenibly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  fame."  And  the 
general  aflembly  (hall  affix  their  feal 
to  every  bill,  as  (oon  as  it  is  enafted 
i  ito  a  law,  which  feal  ihall  be  kept 
by  the  alTembly  and  fliall  be  called. 
The  Seal  0!  the  Laws  of  Pennfylvania, 

and 
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tmi  (hall  not  be  ufed  for  any  other  fembly  of  this  ftate.     And  no  Inha- 

purpofe.  bitant  of  this  ftate  Ihall  have  more 

Se&.  17.  The  city  of  Philadelphia  than  one  annual  vote   at  the  general 

and   each    county    in    this    common-  eledion    for    repreicntatives    in    af- 

wealth  refpeftively,  fhall  on  the  firfl  fembly. 

Tuefday  of  November  in  this  prefent  Seft.  19.    For  the  prefent,    the  fu- 

year,    and  on  the  fecond  Tueiday  in  preme  executive  council  of  this  ftate 

Odober,    annually  for  the  two  next  fhall  confift  of  twelve  perfons,  chofen 

fucceeding  years,  to  wit,  the  year  one  in    the  following  manner  :    The  free - 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-  men  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  of 

feven,    and    the    year   one    thoufand  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,   Cheller 

feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  chufe  and   Bucks  refpedlively,   (hall  choofe 

fix  perfons  to  repreleni  them  in  general  by  baUot  one  perfon  for  the  city  and 

affembly.      But    as  reprefentation  in  one  for  each  county  aforefaid,  to  ferve 

proportion   to  the  number  of  taxable  for  three  years,   and  no  longer,  at  the 

inhabitants  is  the  only  principle  which  tjme    and  place    for    elefling  repre- 

can    at  all    times   fecure  liberty  and  fentatives  in  general  affembly.     The 

make  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  freemen  of  the  counties  of  Lancafter, 

people  the  law  of  the  land  ;  therefore  York,    Cumberland  an'  Berks,    fhall 

the  general  affembiy  fhall  caufe  com-  in  like  manner,  eleft  one  perfon  for 

pleat  lifts  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  county  refpedtively,  to  ferve  as 

the  city  and  each  county  in  the  com-  counfel^ors     for    two    years    and    no 

rnon-vvealth  refpedively,   to  be  taken  longer.      And  the  counties  of  Nor- 

and  returned   to  them,   on  or  before  thampton,  Bedford,  Northumberland 

the    laft   meeting    of    the   aflcmbly,  and  Wellm'oreland  refpeclively,  fliall, 

elefted  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  in  like  manner,    eledl  one  perlon   for 

hundred  and  feventy-eight,  who  fhall  each  county,    to  ferve  as   counfellors 

appoint  a  reprefentation  to  each,  in  for  one  year  and  no  longer.     And  at 

proportion  to  the  number  of  taxables  the  expiration   of  the  time  for  which 

in  luch  returns,    which  reprefentation  each  cuunfellor  was  chofen  to  ferve, 

Ihall  continue  for  the  next  feven  years  the  freemen  of  the  city  of  Phila;lelphia 

afterwards,  at   the  end  of  which,    a  and  of  the  feveral  counties  in  this  itate 

new  return  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  refpeftiye'y,   fhali  eleft  one  peifon  to 

fhall  be  mtde,    and   a  repiefentation  ferve  as  counfeilor  for  thiee  years,  and 

agreeable    thereto   appointed    by   the  no  longer  ;     and    fo   on   every    third 

faid  affembly,  and  io  on  leptennially  year  for  ever.     By  this  mode  of  elec- 

for  ever.     The  wages  of  the  repre-  tion    and   continual    rotation,    more 

fentatives  in  general  affembly,  and  all  men  will  be  trained  to  public  bufinefs, 

other  Itate  charges  (hall  be  paid  out  of  there  will  in  every  fubfequent  rear  be 

the  ftate  treafur)".  found   in   the   council,    a  number  of 

Se£t.  18.  In  order  that  the  freemen  perlbns  acquainted  with  the  proceed- 

of  this  common-wealth  may  enjoy  the  ings  of  the  foregoing  years,  whereby 

benefit  of  eledlion  as  equally  as  may  the  buhnefs  will  be  more  confillcntly 

be  until  the  reprefentation  fliall  com-  contiutted,    and  moreover  the  danger 

mence,  as  direfted  in    the  foregoing  of  ellablifliing  an  inconvenient  arifto- 

fcttion,  each  county  at  its  ov/n  choice  cracv,  will  be  effeftually  prevented. 

may  be   divided  into  diftrifts,    hold  AH  vacancies  in  the  council  that  may 

cleftions  therein,    and  eletl  their  re-  happen     by    death,     refignation,    or 

prefentatives  in  the  county,  and  their  otherwife,  fliall  be  filled  at  the  next 

ether  elt;(!:tive  officer;,,  as  fnall  be  here-  general  cledion  for  reprefentativcs  in 

after   regulated    by    the    general   af-  general  affembly,  unlefs  a  particular 

eledioft 
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cleaion  for  that  pnrpofe  ihall  be 
fooncr  appointed  by  the  prefident  and 
council.  No  member  of  the  general 
affembly  or  delegate  in  congrefs,  (hall 
be  chofen  a  member  of  the  council. 
The  prefident  and  vice-prefident  Hiall 
be  chofen  annually  by  the  joint  bal- 
lot of  the  general  aHembly  and  coun- 
cil, of  the"  members  of  the  council. 
Any  peribn  having  ferved  as  a  coun- 
fellor  for  three  fucceffive  years,  fliall 
be  incapable  of  holding  that  office  for 
four  years  afterwards.  Every  member 
of  the  council  ihall  be  a  juftice  of  the 
peace  for  the  whole  commonwealth, 
by  virtue  of  his  office. 

In  cafe  new  additional  counties  fiiall 
hereafter  be  erected  in  this  ftate,  fuch 
county  or  counties  Ihall  eleft  a  ccun- 
fcllor,  and  fuch  county  or  counties 
ihall  be  annexed  to  the  next  neigh- 
bouring counties,  and  Ihall  take  ro- 
tation with  fuch  counties. 

The  council  Ihall  m.eet  annually, 
at  the  fame  time  and  place  with  the 
general  affembly. 

The  treafurer  of  the  ftate,  truftees 
of  the  loan-office,  naval  officers,  co!- 
ledlors  of  culloms  or  excife,  judge  of 
the  admiralty,  attornies-general,  Ihe- 
riffs,  and  prothonotaries,  fhall  not  be 
capable  of  a  feat  in  the  general  af- 
fembly,  executive  council,  or  conti- 
nental congrefs. 

Sedl.  20.  The  prefident,  and  in  his 
abfence  the  vice-prefident,  with  the 
council,  five  of  whom  Ihall  be  a  quo- 
rum, fnall  have  power  to  appoint  and 
commiffionate  judges,  naval  officers, 
judge  of  the  admiralty,  attorney-ge- 
neral and  all  other  officers,  civil  and 
military,  except  fuch  as  are  chofen  by 
the  general  aifembly,  or  the  people, 
agreeable  to  this  frame  of  govern- 
ment and  the  law  s  that  may  be  made 
hereafter  ;  and  Ihall  uipply  every  va- 
cancy, in  any  office,  occafioned  hy 
death,  refignation,  removal  or  difqna- 
lification,  until  the  o&xz  can  be  filled 
in  the  time  and  manner  directed  by 
law  or  this  conflitution.  They  are  to 
correfpond    with    otlier    ftates,    and 
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tranfadl  bufmefs  with  the  officers  of 
government,  civil  and  military  ;  and 
to  prepare  fuch  bufinefs  as  may  ap- 
pear to  them  necefiary,  to  lay  before 
the  general  affembly.  They  (hall  fit 
as  judges,  to  hear  and  determine  on 
impeachments,  taking  to  their  affif- 
tance,  for  advice  only,  the  jufticcs  of 
the  fupreme  court.  And  Ihall  have 
power  to  grant  pardons,  and  remit 
fines,  in  all  cafes  whatfcever,  except 
in  cafes  of  impeachment ;  and  in  cafes- 
of  treafon  and  murder  fhall  have 
power  to  grant  reprieves,  but  not  to 
pardon,  until  the  end  of  the  next  fef- 
fions  of  affembly  ;  but  there  fhall  be 
no  remiffion  or  mitigation  of  punifh- 
menton  impeachments,  except  by  aift 
of  the  legillature ;  they  are  alfo  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed  ;  they  are  to  expedite  the 
execution  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
refolved  on  by  the  general  affembly  ; 
and  they  may  draw  upon  the  treafury 
for  fuch  funis  as  fhall  be  appropriated 
by  the  houfe  :  they  may  alfo  lay  em- 
bargoes, or  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  any  commodity,  for  any  time,  not 
exceeding  thirty  days,  in  the  recefs  of 
the  houfe  only  :  they  may  grant  fuch 
licences  as  fhall  be  diredled  by  lav/, 
and  fhall  have  power  to  call  together 
the  general  affembly  when  necefTary, 
before  the  day  to  which  they  fliall 
ftand  adjourned.  The  prefident  fhall 
be  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces 
of  the  ftate,  but  fhall  not  command 
in  perfon,  except  advifed  thereto  by 
the  council,  and  then  only  fo  long  as 
they  fhall  approve  thereof.  The  pre  ■ 
fident  and  council  ihall  have  a  fecre- 
tary,  and  keep  fur  books  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, wherein  any  counfellnr  may 
enter  his  difient,  v/nh  his  reafons  in 
fupport  of  it. 

Sed.  21.  All  commiffions  fliall  be 
in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  freemen  of  the  common-wealth  of 
Penniylvania,  fealed  with  the  ftate 
feal,  iigned  by  the  prefident  or  vice- 
prcfident,  and  attefled  by  the  fecre- 
tary  ;  which  leal  fhall  be  kept  by  the 
council.  Sed. 
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Sea.  22._Every  ofHcer   of  ftate,  their  officers  fhall  be  paid  an  adequate 

whether  judicial  or  executive,    fhall  but  moderate  compenfation  for  their 

be  liable  to  be  impeached  by  the  Ge-  fervices  :   And  if  any  officer  fhall  take 

neral  Aflembly,  eitlier  when  in  ofiice,  greater  or  other  fees  than  the  laws 

or  after  his  refignation,  or  removal  allow  him,  either  diredlly  or  indiredt- 

for  mal-adminiftration  :  All  impeach-  ly,  it  iliall  ever  after  diiqualify  him 

ments  fhall  be  before  the  prefident  or  from  holding  any  office  in  this  Itate. 
vice-prefident  and  council,  who  fhall         Set\.    27.    All   profecutions    fhall 

hear  and  determine  the  fame.  commence  in  the  name  and   by  the 

Seft.  23.  The  judges  of  the   fu-  authority  of  the  freemen  of  the  com- 

preme  court  of  judicature  fhall  have  mon-wealth    of  Pennfylvania  ;    and 

fixed  falaries,     be   commiffioned    for  all  indiftments  fhall   conclude'  with 

feven  years  only,  though  capab'e  of  thefe  words,  *'  Againfl  the  peace  and 

re-appointment  at   the  end   of  that  dignity  of  the  fame."     The  Ityle  of 

term,  but  removable  for  mifbehaviour  all  procefs  hereafter  in  this  Hate  fhall 

at  any  time  by  the  General  Affembly  ;  be.  The  Common-Wealth  of  Penn- 

—  they  fhall  not  be  allowed   to  fit  as  fylvania. 

members  in  the  Continental  Congrefs,         Seft.  28.  The  perfon  of  a  debtor 

Executive  Council,  or   General  Af-  where  there  is  not  a  ftrong  prefump- 

fembly,  nor  to  hold  any  other  office  tlon  of  fraud,  fhall  not  be^ continued 

civil  or  military,  nor  to  take  or  re-  in   prifon,  after  delivering   up,  lo^ia 

ceive  fees  or  perquifites  of  any  kind.  f^e,  all  his  eftate  real  and  perVonal, 

Sea.  24.  The  Saprcmc  Court  and  for  the  ufe  of  his  creditors,  in  fuch 

the  feveral  courts  of  Common  Pleas  manner  as  fhall  be  hereafter  regulated 

of  this  common-vvcalth  fliall,   befides  bylaw.     Ail  prifoners  fhall  be  bail- 

the  powers  ufually  exercifed  by  fuch  able   by   fufficient  fureties,  unlefs  for 

courts,  have  the  powers  of  a  court  of  capital  offences,    when  the  proof  is 

Chancery,    fo   far  as  relates  to   the  evident  or  prefumption  great, 
perpetuating    teftimony,      obtaining         Sea.  29.    Exceffive  bail  fhall  not 

evidence  from  places  not  within  this  be  exaaed  for  bailable  offences  :  And 

flate,  and  the  care  of  the  perfons  and  all  fines  fhall  be  moderate, 
cftates  of  thofe  who  are  nofi  co^npotes         Sea.  30.  Juflices  of  the  peace  fli?Il 

mentis,  and  fuch  other  powers  as  may  be  elefted  by  the  freeholders  of  each 

be  found  neceffary  by  tuture  General  city  and  county  refpeaively,  that  is 

Aflemblies,  not  inconflftent  with  this  to  fay,  two  or  more  perfons  may  be 

conflitution.    ^  _  chofen    for  each  ward,  townfhip    or 

Sea.  25.  Trials  fhall  be  by  jury  as  dillria,  as  the  law  fliall  hereafter  di- 

heretofoi-e  :    And  it  is  recommended  rea :   And  their  names  fnall   be  re- 

to  the  legillature  of  this  llate  to  pro-  turned   to   the  prefident  in  council 

vide  by  law  a^-ainll  every  corruption  who  fliall  comniiffionate  one  or  more 

or  partiality  in  the  choice,  return,  or  of  them  for  each  ward,  townfhip  or 

appointment  of  juries.  diftria  fo  returning,  for  feven  years, 

Seil.  ?.6.    Courts  of  Se.ffions,  Com-  removable  for  mifcondua  by  the  Gc- 

mon  Pleas,  and  Orphans  Courts  fliall  neral  Affembly  : — But  if  any  city  or 

be  held  quarterly  in  each  city   and  county,  ward,  townfliip  or  diilria  in 

county;  and  ihe  legillature  fhall  have  this   common-wealth,  fhall   hereafter 

power  to  ellablilh  all  fuch  other  courts  incline  to  change  the  manner  ofap- 

as  they  may  judge  for  the  good  of  the  pointing  their  jultices  of  the  peace  as 

inhabitants  of  the  Hate.      All  courts  fettled    in    this   article,  the   General 

fhall   be  open,  and  juftice    fliall    be  Affembly  may  make  laws  to  reeulate 

impartially  adminillered  without  cor-  the  fame,  agreeable  to  the  delire  of  a 

ruption  or  uaneceffary   delay:    All  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  city 

or 
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•r  county,  ward,  townfliip,  or  dif- 
trift  fo  applying.  No  jultice  of  the 
peace  fliall  lit  in  the  General  Affem- 
bly  unlefs  he  firll  refign  his  commif- 
fion,  nor  fliall  he  be  allowed  to  take 
any  fees ;  nor  any  falary  or  allowance 
except  fuch  as  the  future  legiflature 
may  grant. 

Sed.    3 1 .     Sheriffs    and    coroners 
fliall  be  elcdtcd  annually  in  each  city 
and  county,  by  the  freemen  ;  that  is 
io  fay,  two  perfons  for  each  office, 
one  of  whom  for  each,  is  to  be  com- 
Jtiiflioned  by  the  prelident  in  council. 
No  perfon  ihall  continue  in  the  office 
of  fheriff"  more  than  three  fucceffive 
years,  or  be  capable  of  being  again 
eleded  during  four  years  afterwards. 
The  eledion  fhall  be  held  at  the  fame 
time  and  place  appointed  for  the  elec- 
tion of  reprefentatives  :    And  the  com- 
iniliioners   and   affeffbrs,     and   other 
officers  chofen   by   the  people,    fliall 
alfo  be  then  and  there  elefted,  as  has 
been  ufual   heretofore,  until   altered 
or  otherwife  regulated  by  the  future 
legiflature  of  this  ftate. 
.    SeiX.  32.     All  eledUons,    whether 
by  the  people  or  in  General  Aflem- 
b!y,  fliall  be  by  ballot,  free  and  vo- 
luntary :  And  any  eleftor,  who  fliall 
receive  any   gift   or   reward    for  his 
vote,    in   meat,    drink,    monies    or 
otherwife,    fball  forfeit  his  right  to 
elea  for  that  time,  and  fufter  fuch 
other  penalty  as  future  laws  fliall  di- 
reft.     And  any  perfon  who  fliall  di- 
reftly  or  indiredly  give,  promife  or 
beflow  any  fuch  rewards  to  be  eledled, 
fliall  be  thereby  rendered   incapable 
to  ferve  for  the  enfuing  year. 

Sed.  33.  All  fees,  licence  money, 
fines  and  forfeitures  heretofore  grant- 
ed, or  paid  to  the  governor,  or  his 
deputies  for  the  fupport  of  govern- 
ment,  flliall  hereafter  be  paid  into  the 
public  treafury,  unlefs  altered  or  abo- 
liflied  by  the  future  legiflature. 

Sedt.  34.  A  regifter's  office  for  the 
probate  of  wills  and  grannno;  letters 


of  adnliniflratiofl,  and  an  office  for 
the  recording  of  deeds,  fliall  be  kept 
in  each  city  and  county  :  the  officers 
to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  removcable  at  their  pleafure, 
and  to  be  commiffioned  by  the  prefi- 
dent  in  council. 

Se£l.  35.  The  printing-prefll^s 
fliall  be  free  to  every  perfon  who  un- 
dertakes to  examine  the  proceedings 
of  the  legiflature,  or  any  part  of  go- 
vernment. 

Seft.  36.  As  every  freemanj  to 
preferve  his  independence,  (if  with- 
out a  fufficient  cftate)  ought  to  hav« 
fome  profeffion,  calling,  trade  or 
farm,  whereby  he  may  honeflly  fub- 
fift,  there  can  be  no  neceffity  for, 
nor  ufe  in  eftablifliing  offices  of  profit, 
the  ufual  efi^edts  of  which  are  depend- 
ence and  fervility,  unbecoming  free- 
men, in  the  poflelTors  and  exped- 
ants ;  faclion,  contention,  corruption, 
and  diforder  among  the  people.  But 
if  any  man  is  called  into  public  fer- 
vice,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  private 
affairs,  he  has  a  right  to  a  reafonable 
compenfation :  and  whenever  an 
office,  through  increafe  of  fees,  or 
otherwife,  becomes  fo  profitable  as  to 
occafion  many  to  apply  for  it,  the 
profits  ought  to  be  ieffened  by  the 
legiflature. 

Seft.  37.  The  future  legiflature  of 
this  Hate,  Ihall  regulate  intails  ia 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  perpe- 
tuities. 

Seft.  38.  The  penal  laws  as  here- 
tofore ufed,  fhall  be  reformed  by  the 
future  legiflature  of  this  ftate,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  and  punifhments 
made  in  fome  cafes  lefs  fanguinary» 
and  in  general  more  proportionate  to 
the  crimes. 

Se£t.  39.  To  deter  more  efFeftually 
from  the  commiffion  of  crimes,  by 
continued  vifible  punifliment  of  long 
duration,  and  to  make  fanguinary 
punifliments  lefs  neceflary,  houfes 
ought  to  be  provided  for  punifliing 
£  by 


by  hard  labour,  tHofe  who  fhall  be 
Convidled  of  crimes  not  capital  ; 
wherein  the  criminals  fhall  be  em- 
ployed for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
or  for  reparation  of  injuries  done  to 
private  perfons  :  and  all  perfons  at 
proper  times  (hall  be  admitted  to  fee 
die  prifoners  at  their  labour. 

Seft.  40.  Every  officer,  whether 
judicial,  executive  or  mihtary,  in 
authority  under  this  common-wealth, 
fhall  take  the  follovvinp  oath  or  affirm- 
ation  of  allegiance,  and  genera!  oath 
of  office  before  he  enter  on  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office  :  The  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  allegiance  :  "   I — 

"  do  fwear,  (or  affirm)  that  I  will 
'*  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  com- 
*'  mon-wealth  of  Pennfylvania:  and 
"  that  1  will  not  diredly  or  indiredlly 
"  do  any  aft  or  thing  prejudicial  or 
**  injurious  to  the  conliitution  or  go- 
"  vernment  thereof  as  eftablifhed  by 
*'  the   convention."     The   oath   or 

affirmation  of  office:  "  I do 

*'  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faith- 

*'  fully  execute  the  office  of  

•'  for  the  of  ,    and 

will  do  equal  right  and  juftice  to 
all  men  to  the  belt  of  my  judgment 
and  abilities,  according  to  law"' — 
Seft.  41.  No  public  tax,  cuftom 
or  contribution  Ihail  be  impofed  up- 
on, or  paid  by  the  people  of  this 
Hate,  except  by  a  law  for  that  pur- 
pofe :  and  before  any  law  be  made 
for  raifing  it,  the  purpofe  for  which 
any  tax  is  tote  raiicd  ought  to  appear 
clearly  to  the  legiflature  to  be  of  more 
fervice  to  the  community  than  the 
money   would    be,    if  not  coliecled, 


cc 


which  beiug  well  obferved,  taxes  can 
never  be  burthens. 

Seft.  42.  Every  foreigner  of  good 
charafter,  who  comes  to  lettlc  in  this 
ftatc,  having  firll  taken  an  oath  or 
affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  fame, 
may  purchafe,  or  by  other  juft  means 
acquire,  hold  and  transfer  land  or 
Other  real  eflate  ;  and  after  one  year's 
refidence,  flial!  be  deemed  a  free  de- 
nizen thereof,  and  entitled  to  all  the 


o  ) 

rights  of  a  natural  born  fubjeft  of  this 
ftate,  except  that  he  fhall  not  be  ca- 
pable of  being  elefted  a  reprefentative 
until  after  two  years  refidence. 

Seft.  43.  The  inhabitants  of  this 
flate  fhall  have  liberty  to  fowl  and 
hunt  in  feafonabic  times  on  the  lands 
they  hold,  and  on  all  other  lands 
therein  not  inclofed ;  and  in  like 
manner  to  fifti  in  all  beatable  waters 
and  others  not  private  property. 

Seft.  44.  A  fchool  or  fchools  fhall 
be  efiablifned  in  eacii  county  by  the 
legiilature,  for  the  convenient  in- 
Ifruftion  of  youth,  with  fuch  falaries 
to  the  mailers  paid  by  the  public  as 
may  enable  them  to  inifruft  youth  at 
low  prices :  and  all  ufeful  learning 
fhall  be  duly  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted in  one  or  more  univerfities. 

Seft.  45,  Laws  for  the  encourage- 
rnent  of  virtue,  and  prevention  of 
vice  and  immorality,  fhall  be  made 
and  conllantly  kept  in  force,  and 
provifion  ihall  be  made  for  their  due 
execution  :  and  all  religious  focieties 
or  bodies  of  men  heretofore  united  or 
incorporated  for  the  advancement  of 
religion  and  learning,  or  for  other 
pious  and  charitable  purpofes,  fliall 
be  encouraged  and  protefted  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges,  immu- 
nities and  eilates  v.'hich  thsy  were  ac- 
cuitomed  to  enjoy,  or  could  of  right 
have  enjoyed  under  the  laws  and  for- 
mer conliitution  of  this  flate. 

Seft.  46.  The  declaration  of  rights 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the 
conliitution  of  this  commcn-wcalth, 
and  ought  never  to  be  violated  on 
any  pretence  whatever. 

Seft.  47  In  order  that  the  free- 
dom of  this  common-wealth  may  be 
pref^rved  inviolate  for  ever,  there 
fhall  be  chofen  by  ballot  by  the  free- 
men in  each  city  and  county  refpec- 
tively,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in 
Oftobcr,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and 
on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Odober  irt 
every  feventh  year  thereafter,  two 
peribus  in  each  city  and  county  of 

this 


gates  on  the  fubjedl. 
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this  ftate,  to  be  called  the  Council  of  or  aboliflied,  iTiall  be  promuTgated  at 
Cenfors :  who  fliall  meet  together  on  lea'l  fix  months  before  the  day  ap- 
the  fecond  Monday  of  November,  pointed  for  the  eleftion  of  fuch  con- 
next  enfuinf^  their  elcdion  ;  the  ma-  vention,  for  the  previous  confideration 
jority  of  whom  fhall  be  a  quorum  in  of  the  people,  that  they  may  have  an 
every  cafe,  exxept  as  to  calHng  a  opportunity  of  inftruding  their  dele- 
convention,  in  v/hich  two  thirds  of 
the  whole  number  elefted  Ihall  agree  ; 
and  whofe  duty  it  (hall  be  to  enquire 
whether  the  conftitution  has  been 
preferved  inviolate  in  every  part  ? 
And  whether  the  legiflative  and  exe- 
cutive branches  of  government  h«ve 
performed  their  duty  as  guardians  of 
the  people,  or  affunied  to  themfelves, 
or  exercifed  other  or  greater  powers 
than  they  are  intitled  to  by  the  con- 
ftitution :  they  are  alfo  to  enquire 
whether  the  public  taxes  have  been 
juftly  laid  and  collefted  in  all  parts 
of  this  common-wealth,  in  what  mari- 
ner the  public  monies  have  been  dif- 


The  AMERICAN  CRISIS. 
Number    I. 
By  the  Author  sf  Ccmmo7i  Senfe, 
THESE  are  the  times  that  try 
m.en's  fouls,    The  fummer  foldier  and 
the  funlhine  patriot  will,  in  this  crifis, 
fhrink  from  the  fervice  of  his  country ; 
but  he  that  Hands  it  wiy,  deferves  the 
thanks  of  man  and  woman.  Tyrannv, 
like  hell,  is  not  eafily  conquered ;  yet 
we  have  this  confolation  with  us,  that 
the  harder  the  confiift,  the  more  glo- 
rious the  triumph.     What  we  obtain 


too  cheap,  we  efteem  too  lightly  : — . 
pofed  of^  and  whether  the  laws  have  'Tis  dearnefc  only  that  gives  every 
been   duly  executed  :  for  thefe  pur-     thing  its  value.     Heaven  knows  how 


pofes  they  fhall  have  pov.'er  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers  and  records;  they 
iliall  have  authority  to  pafs  piiblic 
cenfures,  to  order  impeachments, 
and  to  recommend  to  the  legiflacure 
the  repealing  ihch  laws  as  appear  to 
them  to  have  been  enafted  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  conilitution  : 
thefe  powers   they  Ihall  continue  to 


to  fet  a  propsr  price  upon  its  goods ; 
and  it  uculd  be  ftrange  indeed,  iffo 
celeRial  an  article  as  Freedom  iliould 
not  be  highly  rated.  Britain,  with 
an  army  to  enforce  her  tyranny,  has 
declared,  thrt  file  has  a  right  (noi  mly 

to    TAXJ    but     "     to    BIND    us    in    ALL 

CASES  WHATSOEVER,"  and  if  being 
bound  in  that  ?nanner  is  not  flavery. 


have,  for  and  during  the  fpace  of  one     then  is  there  not  fuch  a  thing  as  flavery 


year  from  the  day  of  their  eleclion, 
and  no  longer :  the  faid  Council  of 
Cenfors  ihall  alfo  have  pouer  to  call 
a  convention,  to  meet  v.ithin  two 
years  after  their  fitting,  if  there  ap- 
pear to  them  an  abfolute  necefhty  of 
amending  any  article  of  the  conilitu- 
tion wluch  may  be  defeclive,  explain- 
ing fuch  as  may  be  thought  not  clearly 
exprefled,  and  of  adding  fuch  as  are 


upon  earth. 


for 


Even  the  exprcflion  is 
impious,  tor  fo  unlimited  a  power 
can  belong  only  to  God. 

Whether  the  indcpendance  of  the 
Continent  was  declared  too  foon,  or 
delayed  too  long,  I  wiil  not  nov/  enter 
into  as  an  argument;  my  own  fimple 
opinion  is,  that  had  it  been  eight 
m.onths  earlier,  it  would  have  been 
much  better.      We  did  not  make  a 


pecefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  proper  ufe  of  laft  winter,  neither  could 

rights  and  happinefs  of  the  people  :  we,    while  we  were  in   a  dependant 

but  the  articles  to  be  amended,  and  ftate.     However,  the  fault,  if  it  were  ' 

the  amiendmcnts  propofed,  and  fuch  one,  was  all  our  own  ;  we  have  none 

articles  as  are  propofed  to  be  added  to  blame  but  ourfclves*.    But  no  great 

*  The  prefent  winter  (meaning  the  laft)  is  worth  an  age,  if  rightly  employed,  but  if  joft, 
or  neglefted,  the  whole  continent  wiil  pait.ik.e  of  the  evil  3  and  ihere  is  no  puniihment  that 
if.an  does  not  dderve,    be  he  who,  or  what,  or  where  \it  will,  thai  m?.y  b^  the  means  of 

facrificing  a.f-valc.i  l"o  precious  and  ui'cful-         Commcn  Serfs, 

B  2  deal 
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t?eal  h  loft  yet ;  all  that  Howe  has 
been  doing  for  this  month  paft,  is 
rather  a  ravage  than  a  coiiqueft,  which 
the  fpirit  of  the  Jeifies  a  year  ago 
would  havs  quickly  repulied,  and 
which  time  and  a  little  relblution  will 
foon  recover. 

I  have  as  little  fuperftition  in  me  as 
any  man  living,  but  my  fecret  opinion 
has  ever  been,  and  ftill  is,  that  God 
Almighty  will  not  give  up  a  people  to 
jnilitary  deflruftion,  or  leave  them  un- 
fupportedly  to  perifli,  who  had  fo 
earneftly  and  fo  repeatedly  fought  to 
avoid  the  calamities  of  war,  by  every 
decent  method  which  wifdom  could 
invent.  Neither  have  I  fo  much  of 
the  infidel  in  me,  as  to  fuppofe,  that 
He  has  relinquifhed  the  government 
of  the  world,  and  given  us  up  to  the 
tare  of  devils ;  and  as  I  dp  not,  I 
cannot  fee  pn  what  grounds  the 

can  look  up  to  heaven  for 
help  againft  us :  A  common  murderer, 
a  highwayman,  or  a  houfe-breaker, 
has  as  good  a  pretence  as  he. 

'Tis  furprifmg  to  fee  how  rapidly  5 
panic  will  fometimes  run  through  a 
country.  All  nations  and  ages  have 
been  fubjc-ft  to  them.  Britain  has 
trembled  like  an  ague  at  the  report  of 
a  French  fleet  of  flat-bottomed  boats  ; 
and  in  the  fourteenth  century,  the 
■whole  Englifli  army,  after  ravaging 
the  kingdom  of  France,  was  driven 
back  like  men  petrified  with  fear  ;  and 
this  brave  exploit  was  performed  by  a 
few  broken  forces,  colleded  and  head- 
ed by  a  v/oman,  Joan  of  Arc.  Would 
that  heaven  might  infpire  fome  Jerfey 
maid  to  fpirit  up  her  countrymen,  and 
fave  her  fair  fellow  fufferers  from 
ravage  and  rayilhn^.ent  !  Yet  panics, 
in  forrje  cafes,  have  their  ufes  j  they 
produce  as  much  good  as  hurt.  Their 
duration  is  ahvays  fhort ;  the  rhind 
foon  grows  through  them,  and  ac- 
quires a  firmer  habit  than  before. 
But  their  peculiar  ndvantage  is,  that 
they  arc  the  touchllones  of  fincerity 
pnd  hypocrify,  and  bring  things  and 
jncn  to  light,  which  might  otherwife 
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have  lain  for  ever  undifcovercd.  In 
faft,  they  have  the  fame  efteft  on 
fecret  traitors,  which  an  imaginary 
apparition  would  upon  a  private  mur- 
derer. They  fift  out  the  hidden 
thoughts  of  man,  and  hold  them  up 
in  public  to  the  world.  Many  a  dif- 
guifed  Tor)^  has  lately  fliewn  his  head, 
that  fhall  penitentially  folemnife  witK 
curfes  the  day  pn  which  Howe  arrive4 
upon  the  Delaware. 

As  I  v/as  with  the  troops  at  fort 
Lee,  and  marched  with  them  to  the 
edge  of  Pennfylvania,  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  many  circumildnces, 
which  thofe  who  lived  at  a  dillance 
know  but  little  or  nothing  of.  Our 
fituation  there  was  exceedingly  cramp- 
ed, the  place  being  on  a  narrow  neck 
of  land,  between  the  North  river  and 
the  Hackenfack.  Our  force  was  in- 
confiderable,  being  not  one  fourth  fo 
great  as  Hovye  could  bring  againfl;  us. 
We  had  no  army  at  hand  to  have  re- 
lieved the  garrifon,  had  we  fhut  cur- 
felves  up  and  flood  on  the  defence. 
Our  ammunition,  light  artillery,  and 
the  bell  part  of  our  ftores,  had  been 
removed  upon  the  apprehenfion  that 
Howe  would  endeavour  to  penetrate 
the  Jerfies,  in  which  cafe  fprt  Lee 
could  be  of  no  ufe  to  us ;  for  it  mull 
occur  to  every  thinking  man,  whether 
in  the  army  or  not,  that  theie  kind  of 
field  forts  are  only  for  temp<^riiry  pur- 
pofes,  and  lalt  in  ufe  no  longer  than 
the  enemy  diredls  his  force  againll  the 
particular  pbjeft  which  fuch  forts  arc 
raifed  to  defend.  Such  was  our  fitua- 
tion and  condition  at  fort  Lee  on  th? 
morning  of  the  20th  of  Novcmbef, 
when  an  officer  arrived  with  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  with  two  hun- 
dred boats  had  landed  aboL,t  feven  or 
eight  miles  above.  Major  General 
Green,  who  commanded  the  garrifon, 
immediately  ordered  them  under  arms, 
and  fent  cxprefs  to  his  Excellency  Ge- 
neral Wafiiington,  at  the  town  o£ 
Hackenfack,  diltant  by  way  of  the 
ferry,  fix  miles.  Our  ^rll  objeft  wa^s 
to  fecure  the  bridge  over  the  Hacken- 
•  fack. 
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/ack,  which  laid  up  the  river  between 
the  enemy  and  us,    about  fix  miles 
from  us  and  three  from  them.     Ge- 
neral Wafhington    arrived    in    about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  march- 
ed at  the  head  of  the  troops  towards 
the  bridge,  which  place  I  expedted  we 
fhould  have  a  brulh  for  ;    however, 
they  did  not  chufe  to  difpute  it  with 
us,  and  the  greateft  part  of  our  troops 
we'nt  over  the  bridge >  the  reft  over  the 
ferry,  except  fome  which  pafTed  at  a 
mill  on  a  fmall  creek,  between  the 
bridge  and  tlie  ferry,  and  made  their 
way  through  fome  marihy  grounds  up 
to  the  town  of  Hackenfack,  and  there 
pafied  the  river.     We  brought  off  as 
much  baggage  as  the  waggons  could 
contain,    the    reft    wns    h  ft.      The 
fimple  objedl  was  to  bring  off  the  gar- 
y.;fon,  and  to  march  then",  on  till  they 
could  be  ftrengthcned  by  the  Jerfey  or 
Pennfylvania  militia,  fo  as  to  be  ena- 
bled to  make  a  ftand.     We  ftaid  four 
days  at  Newark,  collefted  in  ourout- 
pcfts,  with  fome  of  the   Jerfey  mi- 
litia, and  marched  out  twice  to  meet 
the  enemy,    on  information  of  their 
being  advancing,    though  our  num- 
bers weie  greatly  inferior  to  theirs. 
General  Howe,  in  my  opinion,  com- 
mitted a  great  error  in  generalfiiip,  in 
riOt  throv/ing  a  body  of  forces  off  from 
Statten-ifian'4    through   Amboy,     by 
which  means  he  might  have  feized  all 
our  ftores  at  Brunhvick,    and  inter- 
cepted our  march  into  Pennfylvania. 
But  if  we' believe  the  power  of  hell  to 
be  limited,  ws  mitft  likewife  believe 
that  their  agents  are  under  feme  pro- 
vidential controul. 

I  fiiall  not  now  attempt  to  give  all 
the  particulars  of  our  retreat  to  the 
Delaware  ;  faffice  it  for  the  prefent  to 
lay,  that  both  officers  and  men,  though 
s;reatly  haraffed  and  fatigued,  fre- 
quently without  reft,  covering,  or  pro- 
vifion,  the  inevitable  confequences  of 
a  long  retreat,  bore  it  Vv'ith  a  manly 
and  a  martial  fpirit.  All  their  wiflies 
ivere  one,  which  was  that  the  country 
would  turn  out  and  help  them  to  drive 


the  enemy  back.      Voltaire  has  re- 
marked,   that  King  William   never 
appeared  to  full  advantage  but  in  dif- 
ficulties and  in  adtion  ;  the  fame  re- 
mark may  be  made  on  General  Wafh- 
ington,   for   the  character  fits   him. 
There  is  a  natural  firmnefs  in  fome 
minds,  which  cannot  be  unlocked  by 
trifles,    but  which,    when  unlocked, 
difcovers  a  cabinet  of  fortitude  ;  and 
I  reckon  it  among  thofe  kind  of  public 
bleffmgs  which  we  do  not  immediately 
fee,  that  God  had  bleft  him  with  un- 
interrupted health,    and  given  him  3 
mind  that  can  even  flourilh  upon  care. 
I    fhall   conclude  this   paper  with 
fome   miicellaneous  remarks  on    the 
ftate  of  our  affairs,    and  Ihall  begin 
with   aficing   the   following  queftion. 
Why  is  it  that  the  enemy  hath  left  the 
New-England  provinces,    and  made 
thefe  middle  ones   the  feat  of  war? 
The  anfwer  is  eafy  :    New-England 
is  not  infefted  with  'Pories,  and  we  are. 
I  have  been  tender  in  raifing  the  cry 
againft  thefe  men,    and  ufed  number- 
lefs    arguments    to   fhew  them    their 
danger,  but  it  will  not  dp  to  facrince 
a  world  to  either  tlieir  folly  or  their 
bafenefs,     The  period  is  now  arrived 
in  which  either  they  or  we  muft  change 
our  fentiments,  or  one  or  both  muft 
fall.     And  what  is   a  Tory?    Good 
God  !    What  is  he  ?    I  fliould  not  be 
afraid  to  go  with  an  hundred  Whigs 
againft  a  thoufand  Tories,  were  they 
to  attempt  to  get  into  arms.     Every 
Tory  is  a  coward,  forafervile,  flavifh, 
felf-interefted  fear  is  the  foundation  of 
Toryifin  ;  and  a  man  under  fuch  in- 
fluence,   though    he   may    be   cruel, 
never  can  be  brave. 

But  before  the  line  of  irrecoverable 
feparation  be  drasvn  between  us,  let 
us  rcafon  the  matter  together :  Your 
condudl  is  an  invitation  to  the  enemy, 
yet  not  one  in  a  thoufand  of  you  has 
heart  enough  to  join  him.  Howe  is 
as  much  deceived  by  you  as  the  Ame- 
rican caulc  is  injured  by  you.  He 
expects  you  will  all  take  up  arms  and 
flock  to  hie  ft^dard  with  mufkets  on 

youf 
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your  flioulders.  Your  opinions  are  of 
no  ufe  to  him  unlefs  you  fupport  him 
perfonally,  for  it  is  foldiers  and  not 
Tories  that  he  wants. 

I  once  felt  all  that  kind  of  anger, 
which   a  man  ought  to  foci,  againft 
the  mean  principles  that  are  held  by 
the  Tories.     A  noted  one,  who  kept 
a  tavern  at  Amboy,  was  Handing  at 
his  door,  with  as  pretty  a  child  in  his 
hand,  about  eight  or  nine  years  old, 
as  moil  I  ever  faw,  and  after  fpeaking 
his  mind  as  freely  as  he  thought  was 
prudent,   finiflied  with  this  unfatherly 
expreflion,  *'  IVell  J   ginje  me  peace  in 
my  days."     Not  a  man  lives  on  the 
Continent  but  fully  believes  that  fcpa- 
ration  muft  fome  time  or  otlier  finally 
take   place,    and    a  generous  parent 
would  have  faid,    "  If  there  miijl  be 
trouble,    let   it  be  in  my  day,    that  7ny 
child  tnay  hc.i>e  peace  ;''  and  this  fmgle 
reflexion,  well  applied,  is  fafficient  to 
awaken   every  ma.n  to  duty.     Not  a 
place  upon  earth  might  b^lb  happy  as 
America.       Her  fituation    is  remote 
from  all  the  Vvranfflinir  world,  and  flie 
has  nOvhing  to  do  but  to  trade  with 
them.     A  man  rnay  eafily  diilinguiih 
in  hinifelf  between  temper  and  prin- 
ciple,   and  I  nm  as  confident,    as  I 
am  thst  God  governs  the  world,  that 
America   will  never  be  happy  till  ir.e 
gets  clear  of  foreign  dominion.    Wars, 
without  ccafing,    will  break  out   till 
that  period  arrives,  and  the  Continent 
muft  in  the  end  be  conqueror  ;  for, 
though  the  ilame  of  liberty  may  fome- 
times  ceafe   to  ihinc,  the  coal  never 
can  expire. 

America  did  not,  nor  does  not  v.'ant 
force  ;  but  fne  wanted  a  proper  appli- 
cation of  th<^  force.  Wifdom  ib  not 
the  purchafe  of  a  dny,  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  v.e  ihould  err  at  firil: 
letting  off.  From  an  excefs  of  ten- 
dernefs,  we  were  unwilling  to  raife  an 
army,  and  truilcd  our  caufe  to  the 
temporary  defence  of  a  well  meaning 
militia.  A  fummer's  experience  has 
new  taught  us  better  ;  yet  with  thcfe 
trcops,  v;hiie  they  were  coUedcd,  we 


were  able  to  fet  bounds  to  the  progrefi 
of  the  enemy  J  and,  thank  God! 
they  are  again  aflcmbling.  I  always 
confidered  a  mill  t' a  as  the  beft  troops 
in  the  world  for  a  fudden  exertion,  but 
they  will  not  do  for  a  long  campaign. 
Howe,  it  is  probable,  will  make  an 
attempt  on  this  city  ;  fhould  he  fail  on 
this  fide  the  Delaware,  he  is  ruined  j 
if  he  iucceeds,  our  caufe  is  not  ruined. 
He  flakes  all  on  his  fide  againll;  a  part 
on  ours  ;  admitting  he  fucceeds,  the 
confequence  will  be,  that  armies  from 
both  ends  of  the  continent  will  march 
to  afiill  their  fufFerinor  friends  in   the 

O 

middle  Hates ;  for  he  cannot  go  every 
where,    it  is  impojlible.      I  confider 
Howe  as  the  greatell  enemy  the  Tories 
have  ;  he. is  bringir.g  a  v.ar  into  their 
country,  v/hich,  had  it  not  been  for 
him  and  partly  for  themfelves,    they 
had  been  clear  of.     Should  he  now  b& 
expelled,  I  vvifli  with  ail  the  devotion 
of  a   Chriilian,     that    the  names  of 
Whig  and  Tory  may  never  more  be 
mentioned  ;     but    fiiould    the  Tories 
give  him  encouragement  to  come,  or 
affiuance  if  he  come,  I  as  fincerely  v/ilh 
that  our  next  year's  arms  may  expel 
them  from  the  Continent,    and   th© 
Congrefs  appropriate  thtir  pofTefiions 
to  the  relief  of  thofe  who  have  fullered 
in   v.eii  doing.       A  fmgie   fuccefsful 
battle  next  year  will  fettle  the  whole. 
America  could  carry  on  a  two  years 
war  by   the  confiication  of  the  pro- 
perty  of  difafteded  perfons,   and  be 
made  happy  by  their  expulfion.     Say 
not  that  this  is  revenge,  call  it  rather 
t!ie  foft  refentm.ent  of  a  fuffering  peo- 
ple, who,  having  no  objeft  in  viev/ 
bat  the  GOOD  of  all,   have  flaked 
their   own    all    upon     a .  feemingly 
doubtful  event.      Yet  it  is  folly  to 
argue    againll  determined   hardnefs  j 
eloquence  may  ilrike  the  ear,  and  the 
language    of  forrow  draw  forth  the 
tear  of  compafiion,    but  nothing  can 
reach  the  heart  that  is  ilceled  with  pre- 
judice. 

Quitting  this  clafs  of  men,  I  turn, 
with  the  warm  ardour  of  a  friend,  to 

thofe 
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thofe  who  have  nobly  Hood,  and  are 
yetdetefwiinedtoftand  the  mutter  out. 
I  call  not  upon  a  few,  but  upon  all ; 
not  on  THIS  Itate  or  that  icate,  but 
on  every  Hate  ;  up  and  help  us ;  lay 
your  Ihculders  to  the  wheel ;  better 
have  too  much  force  than  too  little, 
when  io  great  an  objed  is  at  Hake. 
Let  it  be  told  to  the  future  world,  that 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  when  nothing 
but  hope  and  virtue  could  furvive,  that 
the  city  and  the  country,  alarmed  at 
one  common  danger,  came  forth  to 
meet  and  to  repulfe  it.  Say  not  that 
thoufands  are  gone,  turn  out  your  tens 
of  thoufands  ;  throw  not  the  burthen 
of  the  day  upon  Providence,  h\it  j'^e-zv 

your  faith  by  your  'works,    that   God 
may  blefs  you.     It  matters  net  where 
you   live,    or  what  rank  of  1  fe  you 
hold,    the   evil  or   the   blelling  will 
reach  you  all.     The  far  and  the  near, 
the  home  counties  and  the  back,  the 
rich  and   the  poor,     fliall    fuFer    or 
rejoice  alike.      The  heart  that  feels 
not  now  is  dead.     The  blood  of  his 
children  fhall  curfe  his  cowardice,  who 
fnrinks  back  at  a  time  when  a  little 
might  have   faved   th-j   whole,    and 
made  them  happy.     I  love  the  man 
that  can  fmile  i;i  trouble,    that  can 
gather   ftrength    from    diurefs,    and 
grow  brave  by  refiedion.     'Tis  the 
bufmefs  of  little  minds  to  fhrink  ;  but 
he,  whofe  heart  is  £rm,    and  whofe 
conference  approves  his  ccndud,  will 
purlue  his  principles  unto  death.     My 
own  line  of  reafoning  is  to  myfeif,  as 
itrait  and  clear  as  a  ray  of  light.    Not 
all  the  trcafures  of  the  world,  fo  far 
as  I  believe,  could  have  induced  me  to 
fupport  an  offenfive  war,   for  I  think 
it  murder;  but  if  a  thief  break 'into 
my  houfe,  burn   or  dettrcy   my  pro- 
perty, and  kill  or  threaten  to  kiii  me 
or  thofe  that  are  in  it,  and  to  "  biitd 
vie  in  all  cafes  tuhatfoe-uer,'"   to  his  ab- 
folute  will,  am  I  to  fuffer  it  ?  What 
fig'iifies  it  to  me,    whether  he  who 
does  it,  is  a  or  a  common  man ; 

my  countryman,    or  not  my  country- 

•    man  ;    whether  it  is  done  by  an  in- 
dividual villain,  or  an  army  of  them  I 


) 

If -ve  reafon  to  the  root  of  thino's  we 
Ihail  find  no  difference  ;  neither  can 
any  jult  caufe  be  affigned  why  we 
fliould  puniih  in  the  one  cafe  and  par- 
don in  the  other.  Let  them  call  me 
rebel,  and  welcome,  I  feel  no  con- 
cern from  it ;  but  I  Ihould  fuffer  the- 
mifery  of  devils,  were  I  to  make  a 
whore  of  my  foul  by 

whofe  is 

of  a  ftupid,  ftubborn,  worthlefs,  bru- 
tifh  man.     I  conceive  like  wife  a  hor- 
rid idea   in   receiving 
from  who  at  the  laft  day 

lliall  be  filrieking  to  the  rocks  and 
mountains  to  cover  him,  and  fleeing 
with  terror  from  the  orphan,  the  wi- 
dow,   and  the  flain  of  America. 

1  here  are  cafes  which  cannot  be 
overdone  by  language,  and  this  is 
one.  There  are  perfons  too  v/ho  fee 
not  the  Rill  extent  of  the  evil  that 
threatens  them  ;  they  folace  them- 
felves  with  hopes  that  the  enemy,  if 
they  fucceed,  will  be  merciful.  It  is 
the  madncfs  of  folly  to  exped  mercy 
from  thofs  who  have  refufed  to  do 
juftice,  and  even  mercy,  where  con- 
quell  is  the  objed,  is  only  a  tiick  of 
war.  The  cunning  of  the  fox  is  as 
murderous  as  the  violence  of  the  wolf, 
and  we  ought  to  guard  equally  againlt 
both.  Howe's  tirll  objed  is  partly 
by  threats  and  partly  by  promiies,  to 
terrify  or  feduce  the  people  to  deliver 
up  their  arms,  and-  receive  mercy. 
I'he  minillry  recommended  the  fame 
plan  to  Gage,  and  this  is  what  the 
Tories  call  making  their  peace  ;  "  a 
"  peace  which  paifeth  all  undenfand- 
ing"  i^^.decd  1  A  peace  which  would 
be  the  immediate  forerunner  of  a  worfc 
ruin  than  any  we  have  yet  thought  of. 
Ye  men  of  Pennfylvania,  do  reafon 
upon  thofe  things !  Were  the  back 
counties  to  give  up  their  arms,  they 
would  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Indians, 
who  are  all  armed.  This  perhaps  is 
what  fome  Tories  v/ould  not  be  ibrry 
for.  Were  tlie  home  counties  to  de- 
liver up  their  'arms,  they  would  be 
e;cpof-d  to  therefentment  of  the  back 

counties. 
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counties,  wTio  would  then  Have  it  in 
their  power   to  chaftife  their  defec- 
tion at  pleafure.     And  were  any  one 
ftate  to  give  up  its  arms,  that  Hate 
muft   be   garrifoned    by   all   Howe's 
army  of  Britons  and  Heffians,   to  pre - 
ferve  it  from  the  anger  of  the  reft. 
Mutual  fear  is  a  principal  link  in  the 
chain  of  mutual  love,  and  woe  be  to 
that  ftate  that  breaks  the  compaft. 
Howe  is  mercifully  inviting  you   to 
barbarous  deftruftion,  and  men  muft 
be  either  rogues  or  fools  that  will  not 
fee  it.     I  dwell  not  upon  the  vapours 
of  imagination,  I  bring  reafon  to  your 
ears,  and    in    language    as   plain    as 
A,  B,  C,  hold  up  truth  to  your  eyes. 
I  thank  God  that  I  fear  not.     I  fee 
no  real  caufe  for  fear.     I  know  our 
fituation  well,  and  can  fee  the  way 
out  of  it.     While  our  army  was  goI- 
lefted,  Howe  dared  not  rifk  a  battle, 
and  it  is  no  credit  to  him  that  he  de- 
camped from  the  White  Plains,  and 
waited  a  mean  opportunity  to  ravage 
the  defencelefs  Jerfies ;  but  it  is  great 
credit  to  us,  that,  with  an  handful  of 
men,  we  luftained  an  orderly  retreat 
for  near  an  hundred  miles,  brought 
off    our    ammunition,  all    our    field 
pieces,  the  greateft  part  of  our  ftores, 
and  had  four  rivers  to  pafs.     None 
can  fay  that  our  retreat  was  precipi- 
tate, for  we  were  near  three  weeks  in 
performing  it,  thai  the  country  might 
have  time   to  come   in.     Twice  Vv'e 
marched  back  to  meet  the   enemy, 
and   remained  out  till   dark;      Tiie 
fign  of  fear  was  not  feen  in  our  camp, 
and  had  not  fome  of  the  cowardly  and 
difaffecled    inhabitants    fpread    falfe 
alarms  through  the  country,  the  Jer- 
fies had  never  been  ravaged.     Once 
more  we  are  again  collected  and  col- 
leding  ;  our  new  army  at  both  ends 
of  the  continent  is  recruiting  faft,  and 
we  ihall  be  able  to  open  the  next  cam- 
pr.ign  with  fixty  thoulimd  men,  well 
armed  and  clothed.     This  is  our  fitu- 
ation, and  who  will  may  know  it. 
By  perfeverance    and    fortitude    we 
have  the  profpcct  of  a  glorious  ifTuc  ^ 


by  cowardice  And  fubmiffidn,  ihe  fad 
choice  of  a  variety  of  evils,  a  ravaged 
country,  a  depopulated  city,  habita- 
tions without  fafety,  and  flavery 
without  hope,  our  homes  turned  into 
barracks  and  bawdy-houfes  for  Hef- 
fians, and  a  future  race  to  provide  for 
whofe  fathers  we  ftiall  doubt  of. 
Look  on  this  pifture,  and  weep  over 
it! — And  if  there  yet  remains  one 
though tlefs  wretch  who  believes  it 
not,  let  him  fufter  it  unlamented. 

The  AMERICAN  CRISIS. 
Number     II. 

By  the  Authcy  of  Common  Senfe. 
To     Lord     Howk. 

I  come  now  more  particularly  to 
your  proclamation  of  the  30th  Nov. 
laft.  Had  you  gained  an  entire  con- 
queft  over  the  armies  of  America, 
and  then  put  forth  a  proclamation, 
offering  (what  you  call)  mercy,  your 
condutt  would  have  had  fome  fpecious 
fhow  of  humanity  ;  but  to  creep  by 
furprife  into  a  province,  and  there  en- 
deavour to  terrify  and  feducfe  the  in- 
habitants from  their  allegiance  to» 
the  reft,  by  promifes  which  you  nei- 
ther meant  nor  were  able  to  fulfil,  is 
both  cruel  and  unmanly  :  cruel  in  its 
effetls ;  becaufe,  unlefs  you  can  keep 
all  the  eround  you  have  marched  over, 
how  are  you,  in  the  words  of  your 
proclamation,  to  fecure  to  your  profe- 
lytes  "  the  enjoyment  of  their  pro- 
perty ?"  What  aie  to  become  eiuher 
of  your  new-adopted  fubjefts,  or  your 
old  friends  the  Tories,  in  Burlington, 
Bordentown,  Trenton,  Montnolly. 
and  many  other  places,  where  you 
proudly  lorded  it  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  fled  with  the  precipitation  of  a 
purfued  thief  r  What,  I  fay,  are  to  be- 
come of  thofe  wretches  ?  What  are  to 
become  of  thofe  who  went  over  to  you 
from  this  city  and  ftate  ?  Wiiatmore 
can  you  fay  to  them  than  "  Shift  for 
"  yourfelves  :"  Or  what  more  can 
they  then  hope  for  than  to  wander  like 
vagabonds  over  the  face  of  the  earth? 
You  may  now  teli  them  to  take  tjjicir 

leave 
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leave  of  America,  and  all  that  once 
was  theirs.  Recommend  them,  for 
confolation,  to 

there  perhaps  they  may  m.ake  a  fhift 
to  live  on  the  fcraps  of  fome  dangling 
parafite,  and  chufe  companions  a- 
mong  thoufands  like  themfelves.  A 
traitor  is  the  fouleft  fiend  on  earth. 

In  a  political  fenfe  we  ought  to 
thank  yOn  for  thus  bequeathing  eltates 
to  the  continent  ;  we  fhall  loon,  at 
this  rate-,  be  able  to  Carry  on  a  war 
without  expence,  and  grow  rich  by 
the  ill  policy  of  Lord  Howe,  and  the 
'generous  defedlion  of  the  Tories. 
Had  you  fet  your  foot  into  this  cityi 
you  would  have  bellowed  ertates  upon 
lis  which  we  never  thought  of,  by 
bringing  forth  traitors  we  were  un- 
willing to  fufpeft.  But  thefe  men, 
you  will  fay,  "  are  his  Majefty's  moll 
**  faithful  fubj efts ;"  let  that  honour 
then  be  all  their  fortune,  and  let  his 
Majefly  take  them  to  himfelf. 

I  am  now  thoroughly  difguftedwith 
them  ;  they  live  in  ungrateful  eafe, 
and  bend  their  whole  minds  to  mif- 
chief.  It  feems  as  if  God  had  given 
them  over  to  a  fpirit  of  infidelity, 
and  that  they  are  open  to  conviftion 
in  no  other  line  but  that  of  punilh- 
ment.  It  is  time  to  have  done  with 
tarring,  feathering,  carting,  and  ta- 
king fecurities  for  their  future  good 
behaviour  ;  every  fenfible  man  mufl 
feel  a  confciencious  Ihame  at  feeing  a 
poor  fellow  hawked  about  the  flreets 
for  a  fhew,  when  it  is  known  that  he  is 
only  the  tool  of  fome  principal  villain, 
biafTed  into  his  offence  by  the  force 
of  falfe  reafoning,  or  bribed  thereto 
through  fad  neceffity.  We  difhonour 
ourfelves  by  attacking  fuch  trifling 
chara>5lers,  while  greater  ones  are  fuf- 
fered  to  efcape ;  'tis  our  duty  tO  find 
them  out,  and  their  proper  punifh- 
ment  would  be  to  exile  them  from  the 
continent  for  ever.  The  circle  of 
them  is  not  fo  great  as  fome  imagine; 
the  influence  of  a  few  has  tainted  ma- 
ny who  are  not  naturally  corrupt.  A 
continual  circulation  of  lies   among 


thofe  who  are  not  much  In  the  way  of 
hearing  them  contradifted,  will  in  time 
pafs  for  truth  ;  and  the  crime  lies 
not  in  the  believer  but  the  inventor. 
I  am  not  for  declaring  war  againft 
every  man  that  appears  not  fo  warm 
as  myfelf :  diiFerence  of  conllitution, 
temper,  habit  of  fpeaking,  and  ma- 
ny other  things,  will  go  a  great  way 
in  fixing  the  outward  charaftel*  of  a 
man,  yet  Ample  honelly  may  remaiii 
at  bottom.  Some  men  have  natu- 
rally a  military  turn,  and  can  brave 
hardfhips  .and  the  rifque  of  life  with  a 
chearful  face ;  others  have  not ;  no 
flavery  appears  to  them  fo  great  as 
the  fatigue  of  arms,  and  no  terror  fo 
powerful  as  that  of  perfonal  danger  : 
what  can  we  fay  !  we  cannot  alter  na- 
ture, neither  ought  we  to  punifh  the 
fons,  becaufe  the  father  begot  them  in 
a  cowardly  mood.  However,  I  be- 
lieve mofl  men  have  more  courage 
than  they  know  of,  and  that  a  little 
at  firll  is  enough  to  begin  with.  I 
knew  the  time  when  I  thought  that 
the  whiflling  of  a  cannon-ball  would, 
almofl:  have  frighten'd  me  to  death  ; 
but  I  have  fince  tried  it,  and  find  I 
can  ftand  it  with  as  little  difcompofure, 
and  (I  believe)  with  a  much  eafier 
confcience  than  your  Lordfhip.  The 
fame  dread  would  return  to  me  agairt. 
were  I  in  joDur  fituation,  for  my  io- 
lemn  belief  of  your  caufe  is,  that  it 
is  hellifh  and  damnable,  and  under 
that  conviftion  every  thinking  man's 
heart  muji  fail  him. 

From  a  concern  that  a  good  caufe 
fhould  be  difhonoured  by  the  lead 
difunion  among  us,  I  faid  in  my  for- 
mer paper.  No.  I.  "  That  fhould 
"  the  enemy  now  be  expelled,  I  wifh, 
"  with  all  the  fmcerity  of  a  chriflian, 
•'  that  the  names  of  whig  and  tory 
"  might  never  more  be  mentioned  ;" 
but  there  is  a  knot  of  men  among  us 
of  fuch  a  venomous  call,  that  they 
will  not  admit  even  one's  good  willies 
to  aft  in  their  favour.  Inllead  of 
rejoicing  that  heaven  had,  as  it  were, 
providentially  preferved  this  city  from 
C  plunder 
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plunder  and  deftruftion,  by  delivering     barbarifm,  as  if  you  had  openly  pro- 
lb  great  a  part  of  the  enemy  into  our     fefled  yourfelf  the  prince  of  Ruffians  ; 
hands  with  fo  little  effufion  of  blood,     not  even  the  appearance  of  humanity 
they  ftubbornly  aftefted  to  disbelieve     has    been  preferved,    either   on   the 
it   till   within  an  hour,  nay  half  an     march  or  the  retreat  of  your  troops  ; 
hour  of  the  prifoners   arriving  :   and     no  general  order,    that   I   could  ever 
the  quakers putforth  a  teilimony  dated     learn,  has  ever  been  iffued  to  prevent, 
the  20th  December,  figned,  "  John     or  even  forbid  your  troops  from  rob- 
Pemberton"  declaring    their  attach-     bery  wherever   they  came,    and   the 
ment    to    the   Biitifh    government*,     only  inftance  of  jullice,  if  it  can  be 
Thefe  men  are  continually  harping  on     called  fuch,  which  has  diftinguifhed 
the  great  fin  of  our  bearing  arms,  but     you   for  impartiality,     is,    that  you 
may  lay  walle  the     treated  and  plundered  all  alike ;  what 
world  in  blood  and  famine,  and  they,     could  not  be  carried  away  have  been 
poor  fallen  fouls,  have  nothing  to  fay.     dcftroyed,    and   mahogany   furniture 
In  fo.ne  future  paper  I  intend  to     have  been  deliberately  laid  on  the  fire 
diftinguifh  between  the  different  kind     for  fuel,  rather  than  men   ihould  be 
of peribns  who  have  been  denominated     fatigned  with  cutting  woodf.   There 
Tories  ;  for,  this  I  am  clear  in,  that     was  a  time  when  the  whigs  confided 
all  are  not  fo  who  have  been  called     much  in  your  fuppofed  candour,  and 
fo  ;    and,  as  I  mean  not  to  conceal     the  tories  rcfted  themfelves  on  your 
the  name  of  any  true  friend,    when     favour  ;    the  experiments  have  now 
there   fnall  be   occafion   to   mention     been    made   and   failed ;    and   every 
him,  neither  will  I  that  of  an  enemy,     town,     nay,     every   cottage    in    the 
who  ought  to  be  known,  let  his  rank,     Jerfics  where  your  arms  have  been,  is 
ftation,  or  religion  be  what  it  may.     a  teftimony  againfi:  you.     How  you 
Much  pains  have  been  taken  by  fome,     may  rell  under  this  facrifice  of  cha« 
to  fet    your  Lordfhip's  private   cha-     rafter  I  know  not,  but  this  I  know, 
rafter  in  an  amiable  light,  but  as  it  has     that  you  fleep  and  rife  with  the  daily 
chiefly  been  done  by  men  who  know     curfes  of  thoufands  upon  you  ;  per- 
r.othing  about  you,    and  who  are  no     haps  the  mifery  which  the  tories  ha\ie 
way  remarkable  for  their   attachment     fuiTered  by  your  proffered  mercy,  give 
to  us,  wehavenojufi:  authority  for  be-     them    fome  claim   to  their  country's 
lievlng  it.  was  im-     pity,  and  be  in  the  end  the  belt  favour 

pofed  on  us  by  the  fame  arts,  but  time  you  could  Ihovv  them, 
at  length,  has  done  him  juillce,  and  in  a  folio  general  order  book  belong- 
the  fame  faie  may  probably  attend  ing  to  Col.  Rohl's  battalion,  taken  at 
your  lordfliip.  Your  avowed  purpofe  Trenton,  and  now  in  the  pofTefTion  of 
here  is  to  kill,  conquer,  plunder,  the  Council  of  Safety  for  this  ftate,  the 
pardon,  and  enflavt  ;  and  the  ra-  following  barbarous  order  is  frequently 
vages  of  your  army  through  the  jer-  repeated,  "  His  Excellency  the  Com^ 
leys,  have  been  marked  Vvith  as  much     mander  in  Chief,  orders,  that  ail  in- 

*  I  have  ever  been  cirefu!  cf  charging  otTences  upon  whole  f  cietus  of  men,  hut  as  the 
paper  lelcrred  to  is  put  f  rth  by  an  unkncv/ii  kt  of  men,  who  claim  to  thcmT  Ivcs  the  right  of 
icprck'ntiiig  the  whole;  and  while  the  whi.le  fociety  of  (fakers  admit  its  validity  by  a  filent 
atknowle  igmcnt,  it  is  iinpoilible  tiiat  any  diftindion  tan  be  made';  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe 
the  New-York  Paper  oi  the  30th  December,  printed  by  permifiion  of  our  tnemi' s,  fays  that 
"  the  C^akers  begin  to  fpcak  openly  of  tlieir  attaelimtnt  to  the  Britiih  Conllitution."  We 
are  certain  tliat  we  have  many  friends  among  them,  and  wifli  to  kriow  them. 

■\-  As  fome  people  may  doubt  the  truth  of  fuch  wanton  defuuclion,  I  tiiink  it  necefl'ai'y  to 
inform,  that  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  who  lives  at  Trenton,  gave  me  this  uiiorma- 
tion  at  the  hcufe  of  iMr.  fv'Jicliael  rluttftinfon  (one  of  vhe  fame  profcflion)  who  lives  near  to 
'i'lenton  ferry,  0:1  ihc  i'eiicfylvania  ftdi;  j  Mr,  Hutchiiifuji  being  prtfeut, 

habitants 
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habitants  which  fliall  be  found  with  afterwards  take  two  or  three  for  one ; 

arms,  not  having  an  officer  with  them,  and  as  we  can  always  keep  a  double 

ihall  be  immediately  taken  and  hung  corner  for  ourfelves,   we  can  always 

up." — How  many  you  may  have  thus  prevent  a   total  defeat.     You  cannot 

privately  facrificed  we  know  not,  and  be  fo  infenfible  as  not  to  fee  that  we 

the    account  can  only  be   fettled   in  have  wo  to  one  the  advantage  of  you, 

another  world.      Your  treatment  of  becaufe  we  conquer  by  a  drawn  game, 

prifoners,  in  order  to  diftrefs  them  to  and  yon  lofe  by  it.     Burgoyne  might 

enlift  into  your  infernal  fervice,  is  npt  have  taught  your  Lordfhip  this  knOw- 

to  be  equalled  by  any  inflance  in  Eu-  ledge  ;  he  has  been  long  a  ftudent  in 

rope.     Yet  this  is  the  humane  Lord  the  dodrine  of  chances. 
Howe   and    his  brother,    whom   the        I  have  no  other  idea  of  conquering 

tories,  and  their  three-quarter  kindred  countries  than  by  fubduing  the  armies 

the  quakers,  or  fome  of  tliem  at  leail,  which  defend  them  ;  Have  you  done 

have  been  holding  up  for  patterns  of  this,  or  can  you  do  this  f  If  you  have 

juftice  and  mercy !  not,  it  would  be  civil  In   you  to  let 

A  bad  caufe  will  ever  be  fupported  your  proclamations  alone  for  the  pre- 

by   bad  means  and    bad   men,    and  fent ;    otherwife,    you  will  ruin  more 

whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  of  exa-  Tories  by  your  grace  and  favour  than 

mining  ftriftly  into  things,  will  find  you  will  Whigs  by  your  arms. 
that  one  and  the  fame  fpirit  of  oppref-         Were  you  to  obtain  pofieflion  of  this 

iion  and  impiety,  more  or  lefs  govern  city,  you  would  not  know  what  to  do 

through  your  whole  party  in  both  coun-  with  it  more  than  to  plunder  it.     To 

tries.      Not  many   days  ago,    I  ac-  hold  it,  in  the  manner  you  hold  New- 

cidentaUy    fell    in   company  with   a  York,  would   be  an  additional  dead 

pcrlcn  of  this  city,  noted  for  efpoufing  weight  upon  your  hands  ;  and  if  a  ge- 

your  caufe,  and  on  my  remarking  to  ijeral  conquell  is  your  objeft,  you  had 

him"  that  it  appeared  clear  to  me,  better  be  without  the  city  than  with  it. 

by  the  late  providential  turn  of  affairs.  When  yoi?  have  defeated  all  our  ar. 

that 'God  Almighty  was  vifibly  on  our  mies,  the    cities  will  fall    into  your 

fide,"  he  replied,  "  we  care  nothing  hands   of  themfelves ;    but   to  creep 

ior  that,  you  may  have  /;im,  and  wel-  into  them  in  the  manner  you  got  into 

come  ;  if  we  have  but  enough  of  the  Princeton,  Trenton,  Sec.  is  like  rob- 

dcvil    on    our   fide,     we   fhall    do."  bing  an  orchard  in  the  night  before  the 

However    carelefsly    this    might    be  fruit  be  ripe,  and  running  away  in  the 

fpoken,  matters  not,   'tis  flill  tlie  in-  morning.     Your  experiment  in  the 

fenfible  principle  that  direfts  all  your  Jerfies  is  fuilicient  to   teach  you  that 

condud,  and  \vill  at  laft  moll  allured-  you  have  fomething  more  to  do  than 

ly  deceive  and  ruin  you.  barely  to    get    Into    other    people's 

By  what  means,  may[    afk,  do  you  houfes ;    and    your  new  converts  to 

pxped  to  conquer  America  ?  If  you  whem   you  promifed  all  manner  of 

could  not  effeiTt  it  in  the  fummer  when  protedion,  and  leduced  into  new  guilt 

our  army  was  lefs  than  yours,  npr  in  by  pardoning  them  from  their  former 

the  winter  v/hen  we  had  none,  ho^v  virtues,  muft  begin  to  have  a  very 

are  you  to  do  it  ?  In  point  of  general-  contemptible  opinion  both    of   your 

fhip  you  have  been  outwitted,  and  in  power  and  your  policy.     Your  autho- 

point  of  fortitude,  outdone;  your  ad-  rity  In   the  Jerfies  is  novy  reduced  to 

vantages  turn  out  to  your  lofs,  and  the  frnall  circle  which  your  army  oc- 

ihovv  us  that  it  Is  In  our  po»ver  to  ruin  cupies,  and  ycur  proclamation  Is  no 

you  by  gifts.     Like  a  game  of  drafts  where  elfe  feen  unlefs  it  be  to  bq  laugh- 

v/e  can  move  out  of  one  fquare  to  let  ed  at.     The  mighty  fubduers  of  the 

you  come  in,  in  order  that  >ve  may  continent  are  recreated  into  a  nutlbell, 
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and  the  proud  forgivers  of  our  fins  are  ed  to  find  it  the  fame  here.   It  is  plaw 

fled  from  thofe  they  came  to  pardon  ;  that  you  brought  over  vvithyou  all  the 

and  all  this  at  a  time  when  they  were  narrow  notions  you  were  bred  up  with, 

clifpatching  veflel  after  vefTel  to  Eng-  and  imagined  that  a  proclamation  in 

land  with  the  great  news  of  every  day.  the  king's  name  was  to  do  great  things. 

In  ihort,  you  have  managed  your  Jer-  but    Englifhmen     always    travel   for 

fey  expedition  fo  very  de.xteroufly  that  knowledge,  and  your  Lord fliip,  I  hope 

the  dead  only  are  conquerors,  becaufe  will  return,  if  you  return  at  all,  much 

none  will   difpute  the  ground   with  wifer  than  you  came, 
them.  We  may  be  furprifed  by  events  we 

In  all  the  wars  you  have  formerly  did  not  expeft,  and  in  that  interval  of 
been  concerned  in,  you  had  only  ar-  recolleftion  you  may  gain  fome  tem- 
mies  to  contend  with  ;  in  this  cafe  porary  advantage  :  Such  was  the  cafe 
you  have  both  an  army  and  a  country  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  we  foon  ripen 
to  combat  with.  In  formerwars,  the  again  into  reafon,  collefl  our  Ilrength, 
countries  followed  the  fate  of  their  ca-  and  while  you  are  preparing  for  a 
pitals  ;  Canada  fell  with  Quebec,  and  triumph,  we  came  upon  you  with  a 
Minorca,  with  Port  Mahon  or  St.  Phi-  defeat.  Such  it  has  been,  and  fuch 
lips ;  by  fubduing  thofe,  the  conque-  it  would  be  were  you  to  try  it  an  hun- 
lors  opened  a  way  into,  and  became  dred  times  over.  Were  you  to  garri- 
mafters  of  the  country  :  Here  it  is  fon  the  places  you  might  march  over, 
otherwife  ;  if  you  get  pofleffion  of  a  in  order  to  fecure  their  fubjedion,  (for 
city  here,  you  are  obhged  tofliut  your-  remember  you  can  do  it  by  no  other 
felves  up  in  it,  and  can  make  i)o  other  means)  ypur  army  would  be  like  a 
ufeofit,  than  to  fpend  your  country's  ilream  of  water  running  to  nothing, 
money  in.  This  is  all  the  advantage  By  the  time  you  reached  from  New- 
you  have  drawn  from  New- York  ;  and  York  to  Virginia,  you  v/ouid  be  re- 
you  would  draw  lefs  from  Philadelphia,  duced  to  a  ftring  of  drops  not  capable 
becaui'e  it  requires  more  force  to  keep  of  hanging  together  ;  while  we,  by 
it,  and  is  touch  farther  from  the  fea.  retjeating  from  Itate  to  llate,  like  a 
A  pretty  figure  you  and  the  Tories  river  turning  back  upon  itfelf,  would 
would  cut  in  this  city,  v.'ith  a  river  acquire  ftrength  in  the  fame  propor- 
full  of  ice,  and  a  town  full  of  fire  ;  tion  as  you  loll  it,  and  in  the  end  be 
for  the  immediate  confequence  of  your  capable  of  overwhelming  you.  TliC 
getting  here  would  be,  that  you  would  country  in  the  mean  time  would  iuf- 
be  cannonaded  out  again,  and  the  fcr,  but  'tis  a  day  of  fulfering,  and 
Tories  be  obliged  to  make  good  the  we  ought  to  expeftit.  What  we  con- 
damage  ;  and  this,  fooner  or  later,  tend  for  is  worthy  the  affliftion  we  may 
will  be  the  fate  of  New-York.  go  through,     li  v,e  get  but  bread  to 

I  wilh  to  fee  the  city  faved,  not  fo  eat,  and  any  kind  ot  raiment  to  put 
much  from  military,  as  from  natural  on,  we  ought,  not  only  ro  be  content- 
motives.  'Tis  the  hiding-place  of  ed,  but  thankful.  More  than  that 
women  and  children,  andLord  Howe's  we  ought  not  to  look  for,  and  lefs  than 
proper  bufinefs  is  with  our  armies,  that  heaven  has  not  yet  fuftered  us  to 
When  I  put  all  the  circumllances  to-  want.  He  that  would  fell  his  birth- 
gether  which  ought  to  be  taken,  I  right  for  a  little  fait,  is  as  worthlefs  as 
laugh  at  your  notion  of  conquering  he  who  fold  it  for  porridge  without 
America.  iSecaufe  you  lived  in  a  little  fait.  And  he  that  would  part  with  it 
country  where  an  army  might  run  over  for  a  gay  coat,  or  a  plain  coat,  ought 
the  whole  in  a  lew  days,  and  where  for  ever  to  be  a  flave  in  buff.  What; 
a  fingle  company  of  foldiers  might  put  are  fdt,  fugar  and  finery  to  the  inef- 
a  luuUituue  to  the  route,  you  exjJCcU  timablc    bleiiings    of    "   liberty    and 

fafety  r'^' 
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fafety  ?"  Or  what  are  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  a  few  months  to  the  tribu- 
tary bondage  of  ages  ?  The  meanell 
peafant  in  America,  blefied  with  thefe 
fentiments,  is  a  happy  man  compared 
with  a  New- York  Tory  ;  he  can  eat 
h."s  morfel  without  repining,  and  when 
he  has  done,  can  fweeten  it  with  a 
repaft  of  wholefome  air,  he  can  take 
his  child  by  the  hand  and  blefs  it, 
\vithout  feeling  the  confcious  fhame  of 
neglefting  a  parent's  duty. 

In  publiihjng  thefe  remarks,  I  have 
feveral  objects  in  view  :  On  your  part 
they  are,  to  expofe  the  folly  of  your 
pretended  authority  as  a  commiffioner, 
the  v.'ickednefs  of  your  caufe  in  gene- 
ral, and  the  impyfiibiiity  of  your  con- 
quering us  at  aiiy  rate.  On  the  part' 
of  the  public  my  meaning  is,  to  fhow 
ithem  their  true  and  folid  intereft ;  to 
encourage  them  to  their  own  good,  to 
remove  the  fears  and  falfities  which 
bad  men  had  fpread  and  weak  men 
had  encouraged  ;  and  to  excite  in  all 
men  a  loye  for  union  and  a  cheai-ful- 
nefs  for  duty. 

I  fhall  fubmit  one  more  cafe  to  you 
refpedting  your  conqueft  of  this  coun- 
try, and  then  proceed  to  new  obferva- 
tions : 

Suppofe  our  armies  in  every  part  of 
the  continent  were  immediately  to 
difperfe,  every  man  to  his  home,  or 
where  elfe  he  might  be  fafe,  and  en- 
gage to  re-aflemble  again  en  a  certain 
future  day  ;  it  is  clear  that  you  would 
then  have  no  army  to  contend  with, 
yet  you  would  be  as  much  at  a  lofs  in 
that  cafe,  as  you  are  now;  you  would 
be  afraid  to  fend  your  troops  in  parties 
over  the  continent,  either  to  difarm 
or  prevent  us  from  afTembling,  lelt 
they  fliould  rtot  return  ;  and  vyhile  you 
kept  them  together,  having  no  army 
of  ours  to  difpute  with,  you  could  not 
call  it  a  conqifell ;  you  might  furnifli 
out  a  pompous  page  in  the  London 
•Gazette,  or  the  New-York  paper,  but 
when  we  returned  at  the  appointed 
time,  you  would  have  the  fame  work 
to  do  you  had  at  firli>, 


} 

It  has  been  the  foUy  of  Britam  t(j 
fuppofe  herfelf  more  powerful  thaa 
fhe  really  is,  and  by  that  means  to 
have  arrogated  to  herfelf  a  rank  in 
the  world  flie  is  not  entitled  to  ;  for 
more  than  this  century  paft  fhe  has  not 
been  able  to  carry  on  a  war  without 
foreign  affiftance,  In  Marlborough's 
campaigns,  and  from  that  day  to  this, 
the  number  of  German  troops  and  of- 
ficers aililHng  her  have  been  about 
equal  with  her  own ;  ten  thoufand 
HefTians  were  fent  to  England  Jaft  war 
to  protedil  her  frorn  a  French  inyafion; 
and  fhe  would  have  cut  but  a  poor  fi- 
gure in  her  Canadian  and  Weft-Indian 
expeditions,  had  not  America  been 
laviOi  of  both  her  money  and  men  to 
help  her  along.  The  only  inftance  in 
which  Ihe  vvas  engaged  fingly,  that  I 
can  recollcft,  was  againft  the  rebellion 
in  Scotland  in  forty-five  and  forty-fix, 
and  in  that,  out  of  three  battles,  fhe 
was  twice  beaten,  till  by  thus  redu- 
cing their  numbers  (as  we  fhall  yours) 
and  taking  a  fiipply  Ihip  that  was  co- 
ming to  Scotland  with  cloaths,  arm? 
and  money  (as  we  have  often  done) 
fhe  was  at  lall  enabled  to  defeat  them. 
England  was  never  famous  by  land  ; 
her  ofiicers  have  generally  been  fuf^ 
pefted  of  cowardice  ;  have  more  of 
the  air  of  a  dancing-mafter  than  a 
foldier,  and  by  the  fample  we  have 
taken  prifonerg  we  begin  to  give  the 
preference  to  ourfelves.  Her  ftrength 
of  late  has  Iain  in  her  extravagance; 
but  as  her  finances  and  her  credit  arc 
now  low,  her  finews  in  that  line  be- 
gin to  fail  faih  As  a  nation  fhe  is 
the  pooreft  in  Europe ;  for  were 
the  whole  kingdom,  and  all  that  is  in 
it,  to  be  put  up  to  fale  like  the  eftate 
of  a  bankrupt,  it  would  not  fetch  as 
much  as  fhe  owes  :  yet  this  though tlefs 
wretch  mult  go  to  war,  and  with  the 
avowed  defign  too  of  making  us  bealls 
of  burthen,  to  fupport  her  in  riot  and 
debauchery,  and  to  afTift  her  after- 
wards in  diltreiiing  thole  nations  who 
are  now  our  bell  friends.  This  ingra- 
titude may  fuit  a  toiy,  or  the  unchrif- 
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um  peevjilinefs  of  a  fallen  quaker, 
but  none  elie. 

'Tis  the  unhappy  temper  of  the 
Englifh  to  be  pleafed  with  any  war, 
right  or  wrong,  be  it  but  fuccefsful ; 
but  they  foon  grow  difcontented  with 
ill  fortune,  and  it  is  an  even  chance 
that  they  are  as  clamorous  for  peace 
next  fummer,  as 

were  for  war  laft  winter.  In 
tlvi-s  natural  view  of  things,  your 
lordihip  Hands  in  a  very  ugly,  critical 
fituation.  Your  whole  qharafter  is 
ftaked  upon  your  laurels  ;  if  they  wi- 
ther, you  wither  with  them  ;  if  they 
fiourifh,  you  cannot  live  long  to  look 
at  them  ;  and  at  any  rate,  the  black 
acGCunt  hereafter  is  not  far  off.  What 
lately  appeared  to  us  misfortunes, 
were  only  blelfings  in  difguife  ;  and 
the  feeming  advantages  on  your  fide, 
have  turned  out  to  our  proftt.  Even 
our  lofs  of  this  city,  as  far  as  we  can 
fee,  might  be  a  principal  gain  to  us  : 
the  more  furface  you  fpread  over,  the 
thinner  you  will  be,  and  the  eafier 
■Rriped  away  ;  and  our  confolation  un- 
der that  apparent  difafter  would  be, 
that  the  eftates  of  the  Tories  would 
become  fecurities  for  the  repairs.  In 
thort,  there  is  no  old  ground  we  can 
fail  upon,  but  lome  new  foundation 
rife*  agahi  to  fupport  us.  "  We 
iiave  put,  Sir,  our  hands  to  the 
plou''h,  and  curfed  be  he  that  looketh 
Uck> 

Your  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  par- 
liament laJl  Ipring,  declared  to  them, 
*'  That  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
great  force  they  had  enabled  him  to 
lend  to  America,  would  eifedlually 
reduce  the  rebellious  colonies."  it 
isas  not,  neither  can  it ;  but  it  has 
done  juft  enough  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  its  own  next  year's  ruin.  You 
are  fenfible  that  you  left  England  in 
a  divided  diflrarted  ftatc  of  politics, 
and,  by  the  command  you  had  here, 
you  became  a  principal  prop  in  the 
court  party ;  their  fortunes  reil  on 
yours ;  by  a  fingle  exprcfs  you  can  fix 
their  value  with  the  public,  and  the 


degree  to  which  their  fpirits  fliall  rife 
or  fall  ;  they  are  in  your  hands  as 
ftock,  and  you  have  the  fecret  of  the 
alley  with  you.  Thus  fituated  and 
connefted,  you  become  the  uninten- 
tional mechanical  inftrument  of  your 
own  and  their  overthrow.     The 

minifters  put  conquell  out  of 
doubt,  and  the  credit  of  both  depend- 
ed on  the  proof.  To  fupport  them 
in  the  interim,  it  was  neccilary  you 
fliould  make  the  nioi'i  of  every  thing  ; 
and  we  can  tell  by  Hugh  Gaine's 
New-York  paper  what  the  complexion 
of  the  London  Gazette  is.  With 
fuch  a  lift  ot  viftories,  the  nation  can- 
not expeiSt  you  »vill  afk  new  fupplies ; 
and  to  confefs  your  want  of  tlvemj 
would  give  the  lie  to  your  triumphs, 
and  impeach  the  mini- 

fters of  treaibnable  deception.  It 
you  make  the  neceftliry  deniand  at 
home,  your  party  finks;  if  you  make 
it  not,  you  fink  yourfelf ;  to  a/k  it 
now,  is  too  late,  and  to  afk  it  before^ 
was  too  foon,  and  unlefs  it  arrive 
quickly  will  be  of  no  uie.  In  ftiort, 
the  part  you  have  to  a,c\,  cannot  be 
afted  ;  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that 
all  you  have  to  truft  to,  is  to  do  tl^e 
beft  you  can  v/ith  v/hat  force  yon 
have  got,  or  little  more.  Though 
we  have  greatly  excelled  you  in  point 
of  generalihip  and  bravery  of  men, 
yet,  as  a  people,  we  have  not  enter- 
ed into  the  full  foul  of  enterprize  ; 
for  I,  who  know  Eugland  and  the 
difpofition  of  the  people  well,  ani 
confident  that  it  is  eafier  for  us  to 
eft'eft  a  revolution  there,  than  you  a 
conqueft  here ;  a  few  thoufand  mea 
landed  in  England  with  the  declarec 
deiign 

bringin?  his  minifters  to  trial,  and 
fetting  up 

ftcr.d,  would  alTuredly  carry  their 
point,  wnile  you  were  groveling  here 
io-norant  of  the  matter.  As  I  fend  all 
my  papers  to  England,  this,  lii-:e 
Common  Senfe,  will  find  its  way 
there  ;  and  though  it  may  put  one 
party  on  their  guard,  it  will  inform 

the 
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the  otiier  and  the  nation  in  general 
of  our  deiign  to  help  them* 

Thus  far.  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  give  you  a  picture  of  prefent  affairs : 
you  may  draw  from  it  what  conclu- 
fions  you  pleafe.     I  wifh  as  well  to 
the  tiue  profperity  of  England  as  you 
can    but  I  confidcr  Independence  as 
America's  natural  Right  and  Intereftj 
and  never  could  fee  any  real  differvice 
it  would  be  to  Britain.    ]f  an  EngUfh 
merchant  receives   an  order   and   is 
paid  for  it,  it  fignifies  nothing  to  him 
who    governs   the  country.     This   is 
my  creed  of  politics.     If  I  have  any 
where  expreffed  myfelf  over  warmly^ 
it  is  from  a  fi.xt  immovable  hatred  I 
have,    and  ever  had,    to  cruel   men 
and  cruel  meafures.     I  have  likewife 
an  averfion   to  monarchy,  as  being 
too  debafing  to  the  dignity  of  man  ; 
tut  I  never  troubled  others  with  my 
notions  till  very  lately,  nor  ever  pub- 
lifhed  a  fyllable  in  England  in  my  life. 
What  I  write  is  pure  nature,  and  my 
pen  and  my  foul  have  ever  gone  to- 
gether.    My  writings  I  have  always 
given  away,  referving  only  the  ex- 
pence   of  printing  and  paper,    and 
Ibmetimes  not  even  that.     I  have  ne- 
ver courted   either  fame  or  intereft, 
and  my  manner  of  life,  to  thofe  who 
know  it,  will  juftify  what  J  fay.    My 
lludy  is  to   be    uiefiil,    and  if  your 
lordlhip  loves  mankind  as  well  as  1  do, 
you  would,    feeing  you  cannot  con- 
quer us,    caft  about   and   lend   your 
hand  towards  accomplifhing  a  peace. 
Our  Independence,  with  God's  blef- 
iing,    Vv-e   will  maintain    againft    all 
the  world ;  but  as  we  v/ifti  to  avoid 
evil  ourfelves,  we  wilh  not  to  inflift 
it  on  others.     I  am  never  over  inqui- 
fitive  into  the  fecrets  of  the  cabinet, 
but  I  have  fome  notion,  that  if  you 
negled  the  prefent  opportunity,    that 
it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  make 
a  feparate  peace  with  you  afterwards  ; 
for  whatever  treaties  or  alliances  we 
form,  we  fhall  moll  faithfully  abide 
by  ;  wherefore  you  may  be  deceived, 
if  you  think  you  can  make  it  v/ith  us 


at  any  time.  A  lafling  independent 
peace  is  my  wifh,  end,  and  aim  ;  and 
to  accomplifh  that  "  I  pray  God  the 
Americans  may  never  be  defeated, 
and  I  trufl  while  they  have  good  offi- 
cers, and  are  well  commanded,  and 
willing  to  be  commanded,  that  they 
neverwill."  Common  Sense. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  13,  1777. 


The  following  paper  is  copied  from 
the  Pennfylvania  packet  of  February  ♦ 

4>  1777; 

Tranjlation  of  a  letter  iMrltten    by    d 

foreigner  on  his  tranjeh. 
Dear  Sir,  London,  Dec.  3,  1776 
I  Have  now  been  fix  months  in 
England,  and  eight  weeks  of  the  time 
in  or  near  this  metropolis*  You 
fhould  have  heard  from  me  before, 
but  my  frequent  excurfions  and  con- 
tinual avocations,  as  well  as  the  want 
of  a  proper  opportunity,  prevented. 
Agreeable  to  my  promife,  however,  I 
now  lit  down  to  give  you  fome  account 
of  the  character  and  politics  of  this 
ftrange  people.  So  copious  a  fubjeft 
cannot  be  difculTed  in  one  letter,  but 
you  fhall  hear  from  me  again  when 
further  obfervation  hath  enabled  me  to 
be  more  particular. 

The  general  character  of  the  Eng- 
Ufh is  certainly  the  moil  abfurd  and 
fantaflic  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of 
human  nature.     As  they  are  made  up 
of  contradidlions,  it  would  be  unjult 
to  defcribe  them  by  any  uniform  de- 
fignation.     There  is  fcarce  a  virtue 
that  adorns  the  mind,  or  a  vice  that 
difgraces  mankind,  but  may  be  afcribed 
to  them  as  a  nation  ;  but  the  former 
are  often  rendered  ineffcftual  by  mif- 
application,    and  the  latter  qualified 
by  a  levity  of  manners  that  fhews  them 
not  to  be  conttitutional.    An  Englilh- 
man  will  treat  his  enemy  with  great 
generofity,  and  his  friend  with  ingra- 
titude and  inhumanity.     He  will  la- 
vifh  his  wealth  when  he  has  but  little, 
and  become  a  miferable  wretch,  when 
fortune  pours  her  riches  into  his  purfe. 
He  will  brave  the  utmoll  hardlhips, 

and 
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and   fuffer  the  feverell  trials   of  life     atrocious  cruelties — and   fo    returned 
with  heroic  patience  ;  and  will  drown     to  England  with  immenfe  riches,  and 
himfelf,   becaufe  the   wind  is  in  the     a    wife    fet  in    diamonds,     and    wai 
cart.      He  will   lend    large   fums    to     made  a   lord ;  and   then  with  great 

a  ftranger  on   the  flightell  fecurity ;  deliberation 

and  will  go  to  law  vvith  his  neareft  re-  to  the  f-'tisfaflion    of  the 

lation  to  wrong  him  oui.  of  his  eftate.  whole  court. — You  will  be  furprized 

To-day  his  heart  expands  with  focial  at  this ;  but  the  people  here  are  not 

benevolence  ;    to-morrow  he  is  cold,  furprized  at  all.      It  is    ho   unufual 

fullen  and  refei-ved.     To  day  he  pof-  thing  to  fpend  an    evening   with   a 

feffes  the  wealth  of  a  nabob  ;   to-mor-  great  man  in  all  the  eafy^gaiety  of 

row  he  refufes  a  groat  to  a  beggar,  fecial  life,  aiid  to  hear  next  morning 

— In  fliort,  contradiaion  and  abfurdity  that  he  had  hanged  himfelf  in  a  fta- 

inake  an  Englilhman.  ble,  or  praftifed  phlebotomy  v'/ith  a 

During  the  lad  century  this  peopl(i  razor  on  his  own  jugular  vein.     The 

have  rifen  to  a  great  height  of  weakli  Englifh  now  govern  in  the  Eaft-IndieS 

and   powel-j     but   the    inltability    of  with  a   fupremacy  of  power,  and  a 

their  temper  will  not  fufFcr  them  to  tyranny  fo  pure  and  unalloyed  with 

enjoy  any  bleffiiig  in   pofTeflion.     At  any  mixture  of  juftice  or  humanity, 

.peace  with  all  the  world ;  feared  and  as  could  not  have   been  exceeded  iri 

i-efpedled  by  their  neighbours  ;  daily  the  reigns  of  the  twelve  Caviars. 

enJQ3ang  the  benefits  of  an  extenfive  This  exploit  being  accomplifhed  to 

and    uninterrupted    commerce  ;     an  the  glory  of  God  and  honour  of  the 

eftabliihed    polky,    and    a  reformed  nation  ;   their  Ju^,  generous  and    lu- 

religion,  are  circumftances  fufficient,  ma?2e                 turned  his  attention  tb 

one    would  fuppofe,     to   render   any  America.     There  he  had  three  mil- 

j»eople  happy  and  content.     But  the  lions  of               who  loved,  honoured 

thirll  of  lawlefj  ambition  can  never  and  obeyed  Kim.     He  governed  them 

be  fatisfied. — The  Englilh  afTume  to  by  men'  of  his  own  nomination  ;  he 

themfelves  the  character  of  being  tha  had    the    whole  regulation    of   their 

mofly///?,  gettenus  and  humane  nation  commerce,  and   the  overflowino-s   of 

in  the  world;  ,ind  yet  they  carry  on  their  wealth  were  conducted  b/eafy 

t}\Q   African    trade :  a  trade  attended  and   natural  channels  to  his  coffers, 

with  circumftances  of  cruelty  and  hor-  and   to  the  purfes  of  the    Merchants 

ror    that     difgrace    human    nature ;  and  manufadurers  of            kingdom, 

•whereby  they  fallen  for  life  the  chains  But  he  has  quarrelled  with           pec- 

of  mifery  and  fervitude  on  fome  hun-  pie,  becaufe  they  are  fo  Ihipid   they 

dreds  of  their  fellow  creatures  every  cannot    underftand,    or   fo    obllinate 

year.     They  fent  one   Clive  to  the  that  they   will  not  acknowledge  that 

Eaft  Indies  to   cftablifh  a    dominion  tzvo  and  two   make  five.       Volume's 

there.     A  country  which  the  Creator  have  been  written   on   this    ftibjeia, 

•never  defigned  Ihould  belong  to  the  and  all  the  force  of  reafon  and  elo- 

Englifh,  as  is  evident  from  his  placing  quence  exerted  to  convince  tiiis  wifa 

it  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  globe,  that  he  is  in  an  error.     The 

and  made  the  inhabitants  of  a  dlill--  Americans    have    moft   emphatically 

rent  complexion.     This  Clive  how-  befeeched  him  to  accept  of  the  undif- 

ever  arrived  with   his  forces    in   the  guifed    loyalty  of  their    hearts,    de- 

Eaft-Indies ;  and   under  the  fandion  daring  that  they  are  fatisfied  that  the 

of  his  moft  gracious  majcfty  and  a.  free  fruits  of  their  induftry  (hoiild,   as  here- 

parliament,  put    to  death  fome  hun-  tnfore,  center  with  him  and          peo- 

drcd  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  by  pie  to  enrich   and  aggrandize  them  ; 

the  fword,  f^mine^  and  by  tlie  molt  but  humbly  requeil  th^it  thev  m.-iy  not 

b«, 


be  compelled  to  acknowledge  that 
ttvo  and  tnAjo  make  fi've,  which  would 
be  a  moll  dillreffing  violation  of  truth  ; 
as  they  know  and  are  fully  convinced 
that  they  make  only  four.  _ 

But  this  humane  is  far  from 

giving  up  the  point.  He  has  rejeft- 
ed  their  petitions  with  fcorn,  and 
ipurned  at  their  offers  of  affeclion  and 
fidelity.  He  declares  he  will  even 
rifle  the  of  ^^is  anceltors,  but 

he  will  make  the  obilinate  Americans 
own  this  new  dodlrine. 

To  be  as  good  as  his  word,  he  hath 
fent  over  not  only  fleets   and 

armies,  but  hired  a  banditti  of  fo- 
reigners from  a  petty  prince,  who 
maintains  himfeif  and  families  by  the 
merchandize  of  human  blood,  and 
lias  alio  employed  Negroes  and  wild 
Indians  to  persecute  the  poor  Ameri- 
cans without  mercy,  uniil  they  fhall 
own  that  t'-wo  and  fnjjo  make  Ji'ue. 

America  is  now  a  fcene  of  defola- 
tion  and  dilirefs.  A  theatre  whereon 
is  afted  a  real  tragedy,  enriched  with 
every  fpecies  of  cruelty  and  injuftice. 
The  royal  army  are  ravilhing  the 
women,  murdering  the  men,  and 
laying  wafte  that  beautiful  country 
under  the  conduft  of  Lord  and  Gene- 
ral Howe,  who  are  cajoling  fome  and 
ruining  others  of  thefe  inoffenfive 
people,  with  all  the  compofure  in 
the  world.  His  moll:  gracious 
receives  from  time  to  time  fuch  ac- 
counts of  their  pro.ceedings  as  they 
pleale  to  give  him,  and  is  as  happy 
as  fuch  a  can  be.     Who  could 

have  thought  that  fo  extenfive  a 
country  would  be  ravaged  and  plun- 
dered, becaufe  the  fooliih  inhabitants 
will  not  own  xXid^t  t^.vo  and  tnvo  make 
f've,  when  their  good  and  wife  par- 
liament defire  them  to  do  fo  ?  efpe- 
cially  when  the  confeqiience  of  fo 
doing  can  be  only  the  utter  ruin  of 
themfelvcs  and  their  poiierity  for 
ever. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  Ameri- 
cans, highly  refenting  this  treatment, 
have  declared  before   God  and   the 
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world,  that  they  will  be  no  longer 
penfioners  of  the  fmiles  or  frowns  of 
fuch  a  ,  or  dependent  on  the 

julHce  or  humanity  of  a  who 

pays  no  regard  to  either ;  but  that 
they  are  determined  to  be  from  hence- 
forth a  free  people ;  and  will  enjoy 
the  ineftimable  privilege  of  believing 
and  faying  that  tnvo  and  t-ivo  make 
only  four,  agreeable  to  the  common 
fenfe  of  mankind.  How  this  affair 
will  terminate  is  a  matter  of  fome 
uncertainty.  But  the  chance  is  ten 
to  one  that 

for  this  ridiculous 
whim,  this  ignis  fatiius  in  politics. 

You  will  fay  the  could  not 

aft  upon  fuch  abfurd  principles,  wer« 
he  not  countenanced  and  fupported 
in  his  folly  by  the  co-incident  folly  of 
the  people. — True  — But  the  folly  of 
the  people  is  of  a  different  nature  from 
that  of  the  .     The  people 

fee  plainly  with  the  Americans,  that 
/T.VO  andtnvo  can  never  ra.dk.t  five,  and 
yet   they    fupport  's   dogma 

with  might  and  main.  The  truth  is, 
they  have  by  degrees  refigned  fo  much 
power  into  the  's  hands,  that 

they  dare  not  now  contradict  any 
thing  pleafe  to  aflert.     And 

if  power  fhould  be    further   in- 

creafed  by -the  i'ubjedlion  of  America 
to  difpofal,  the  ruined  people  of 
England  may  bid  adieu  to  their  con- 
ftitution  for  ever.  Some  of  the  wifell 
among  them  fay  this,  and  have  de- 
clared that  the  falvation  of  England 
depends  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  prefent  war.  This  infa- 
tuated people  have  tired  the  world 
for  thefe  hundred  years  with  loud 
eulogiums  on  liberty  and  their  con- 
ftitution,  and  yet  they  daily  fee  that 
very  conllitution  languifhing  in  a  deep 
confumption  without  any  efforts  for 
its  recovery.  Inftead  of  enjoying  a 
frame  of  government  beajatiful  in  hejr 
proportions,  and  glowing  with  health 
and  vigour,  they  are  content  to  em- 
brace a  rotten  prollitute  full  of  wounds 
D  and 


and  brulfes  and  putrifying  fores. 
Amufed  with  trifles,  and  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  venality  and  corruption, 
they  are  not  alarmed  at  the  dreadful 
confequences.  They  love  to  talk  of 
their  beloved  conflitution  becaufe  the 
idea  is  agreeable  j  and  they  honour 
their  becaufe  it  is  the  falhion. 

They  worfhip  the  fhadow  of  liberty 
with  an  idolatrous  adoration,  neg- 
lefting  the  fubftance  as  a  thing  of  no 
value.  Half  the  1  y  of  the  nation 
is  fupported  by  two  popular  fongs, 
viz.  God  faue  the  king,  and  Britons 
Jirike  home.  Thefe  are  vociferated  at 
taverns,  over  porter,  punch  and  wine, 
till  the  imagination  is  heated  and  the 
blood  in  a  ferment,  and  then  the 
worthy  patriots  ilagger  forth  and 
commit  all  manner  of  riots  and  excefs 
in  honour  of  their  king  and  country. 
There  are  fanatics  in  politics  as  well 
as  religion,  and  perfecution  is  the 
confequence  in  both,  when  men  re- 
fufe  to  attend  to  the  cool  diftates  of 
common  fenfe.  The  men  in  power 
know  this  weaknefs  of  the  multitude  ; 
and  whenever  they  find  them  grow 
uneafy  tinder  their  encroachments, 
they  get  half  a  dozen  court  fcribblers 
K)  expatiate  on  the  bleffings  of  the 
Britifh  conflitution,  and  fing  the 
fvveet  lullaby  of  liberty  to  the  people 
to  keep  them  quiet.  Jufl  as  a  nurfe 
rattles  three  pieces  of  tin  in  a  little 
rulh  balket  to  amufe  her  crying  child. 
The  poor  infant  thinks  it  has  the 
world  in  polTefTion,  and  is  fatisfied. 
The  Englifli  are  not  a  people  of  an 
inventive  genius.  Molt  of  their  able 
men  are  natives  of  other  countries. 
The  Scotch  far  exceed  them  in  lite- 
rature; and,  in  the  arts,  France  and 
other  nations  invent  for  them,  and 
they  improve  upon  their  inventions. 
Few  ufeful  arts  owe  ihtlr  origin  to 
native  Englifli.  The  quadrant  called 
Hadley's,  was  undoubtedly  thi"  con- 
trivance of  an  American,  though 
Hauiey  afTumed  the  reputation  of  that 
difcovery.  They  were  in  high  luck 
when  a   Shakefpeare  and  a  Newton 
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happened  to  be  born  amongft  them* 
The  whole  nation  reft  their  credit 
upon  thefe  two  men. 

The  extreme  ignorance  of  the  com- 
mon people  of  this  civilixed  and/o- 
liJhedzQVSiXTf  is  fcarcely  to  be  credited; 
They  know  nothing  but  the  particu- 
lar branch  of  bufinefs  to  which  theif 
parents  or  the  parilh  happened  to  put 
them  apprentice.  They  are  com- 
pelled to  praftice  that  with  unremit- 
ting diligence,  and  beyond  that  they 
feldom  extend  their  ideas.  A  manu- 
fadlurer  has  been  brought  up  a  maker 
of  pin-heads.  He  hath  been  at  it 
forty  years,  and  of  courfe  he  makes 
them  with  great  dexterity ;  but  he 
cannot  make  a  whole  pin  for  his  life. 
He  thinks  it  is  the  perfedlion  of  hu- 
man nature  to  make  pin-heads.  He 
leaves  other  matters  to  inferior  abili- 
ties. It  is  enough  for  him  that  he 
believes  in  the  Athanaflan  creed,  re-» 
verences  the  fplendor  of  the  court, 
and  makes  pin-heads.  This  he  ef* 
teems  the  fum  total  of  religion,  po- 
litics and  trade.  He  is  fure  that 
London  is  the  fineftcity  in  the  world  s 
Black-friars  the  moll  magnificent  of 
all  poflible  bridges,  and  the  river 
Thames  the  largefi  river  in  the  uni* 
verfe. — It  is  in  vain  to  tell  him  that 
there  are  many  rivers  in  America  in 
comparifon  of  which  the  Thames  is 
but  a  ditch ;  that  there  are  fingle 
provinces  there  larger  than  all  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  colonies  formerly- 
belonged  to  Great-Britain,  now  in- 
dependent ftates,  are  vaftly  more  ex- 
teiiiive  than  England,  Wales,  Scot- 
land and  Ireland  taken  together.  He 
cannot  conceive  this.  He  goes  into 
his  bdl  parlour  and  looks  at  a  map 
of  England  five  feet  fquare ;  on  the 
other  Jide  of  the  room  he  fees  a  tnap 
of  North  and  South  America  not  four 
feet  fquare,  and  cries  boiv  can  this  he  ? 
It  is  altogether  impojjihle  !  He  has  read 
the  Arabian  Nights  entertainments, 
and  he  hears  this  wonderful  account 
of  America.  He  believes  the  one  as 
much  as  the  other.     That  a  giant 

fhould 
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(hodld  rife  out  of  the  fea,  or  that  the 
Delaware  (hould  be  a  larger  river  than 
the  Thames,  are  equally  inconceiv- 
able to  him.     Talk  to  him  of  the 
Britifh  coniHtution,  he  will  tell  you 
it  is  a  glorious  one;  he  adores   it. 
Afk  him  what  it  is,  and  he  docs  not 
know  even  its  firft  principles.     Men- 
tion the  freedom  of  elections,  and  he 
will  tell  you  he  has  no  bufinefs  with 
thefe  matters — that  he  lives  in  a  bo- 
rough, and  that  it  is  impoffible  but 
that  'Squire  Goofecap  muft  reprefent 
that  borough  in  parliament ;  for  his 
lady  comes  every  Sunday  to  the  pa- 
rifli  church  in  a,  damaik  gown,  ^nd 
fits  in  a  pew  lined  with  green  cloth — 
how  then  can  it  be  otherwife  ? — Be- 
iides,  'Squire  Goofecap  is  acquainted 
with  the  prime  minifter.     Thefe  are 
things  he  is  no  way  concerned  in. 
He  believes  in  the  Athanafian  creed, 
is  allonifhed  at  the  fplendor   of  the 
court,    and     makes    pin-heads — and 
what  more  can  be  expedled  of  man  ? — 
It  is  quite  otherwife  in   America. 
The  loweft  of  the  people  there  are 
not  without  forne  degree  of  general 
knowledge.     They  turn  their  hands 
to    every    thing.       Their    fituation 
obliges   them  to  do  fo.     A   farmer 
cannot  run   to  an  artift  upon  every 
trifling  occafion.    He  mull  make  and 
mend  and  contrive  for  himfelf.    This 
I  obferved  in  my  travels  through  that 
country.     In   many    towns    and    in 
every  city  they  have  public  libraries. 
Kot  a  Ihoemaker  nor   a  taylor   but 
will  find  time  to  read.     He  acquires 
knowledge  imperceptibly  and  gets  a 
love   for  books. — He  reads   voyages 
and  travels,  and  becomes  acquainted 
with    the   geography,    cufloms    and 
characters   of   other   countries.     He 
ftudies  the  firfl  principles  of  govern- 
ment ;  he  knows   the  great  outlines 
of  his  rights  as  a  free  man,  as  a  citi- 
zen, and  is  proud  of  the  charafter  ; 
not  as  an  empty  name,  but  for  its 
fubftantial  benefits.    He  amufes  him- 
felf a    liitle    with    allronomy,    and 
i^nows  that  the  apparent  motion  of 
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the  fun  IS  occafioned  by  the  real  mo- 
tion of  the  earth.  In  fhort,  he  knows 
that  notwithftanding  the  determina- 
tion of  Lords  and  Commons  ta 
the  contrary,  iivo  and  t-wo  can  twyer 
make  Jive. 

Such  are  the  people  of  England, 
and  fuch  are  the  people  of  America. 
They  are  now  at  daggers  drawn.  At 
firft  the  Americans  knew  little  or 
nothing  of  warfare  ;  but  they  improve 
daily.  The  Britifh  troops  are  teach- 
ing them  the  art  of  conqueft,  and  they 
find  them  very  apt  fcholars.  The 
probable  confequence  is,  that  England 
will  Ipfe,  and  America  gain  zs\,  ejTi- 
pire, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
December  ig. 
General  Orders. 
Hefid  ^artersy    Philadelphia,    De- 
cember 14,    1776. 

Colonel  Griffin  is  appointed  Adju- 
tant General  to  the  troops  in  and 
about  this  city.  All  orders  from  the 
General,  through  him,  either  written 
or  verbal,  are  to  be  ftriftly  attended 
to,  and  pundtually  obeyed. 

In  cafe  of  an  alarm  of  fire,  the  city 
guards  and  patroles  are  to  fufFer  the 
inhabitants  to  pafs  unmolefted  at  any 
hour  of  the  night,  and  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Philadelphia  are  earneftly  re- 
quelled  and  defired  to  give  every  afhft- 
ance  in  their  power,  with  engines  and 
buckets,  to  extinguifh  the  fire.  And 
as  the  Congrefs,  have  ordered  the  city 
to  be  defended  to  the  lalt  extremity, 
the  General  hopes  that  no  perfon  will 
refufe  to  give  every  afliftance  poffible 
to  complete  the  fortifications  that  are 
to  be  erefted  in  a,nd  about  the  city. 

Israel  Putnam. 
In  CONGRESS,  AWm^^ri  2, 1776. 

Upon  re-confidering  the  refolution 
of  the  1 6th  of  September  lafl,  for  raif- 
ing  8S  battalions  to  ferve  during  the 
prefent  war  with  Great-Britain,  Con- 
grefs being  of  opinion  that  the  readi- 
nefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftate^ 
to  enter  into  the  fervicc  for  limi^ted 
D  2  times, 


times,  in  defence  of  their  invaluable 
privileges,  on  all  former  occafions, 
gives  good  ground  to  hope  the  fame 
zeal  for  the  public  good  will  appear  in 
WiitDre,  when  the  neceffity  calls  for 
their  aiTiftrincc,  and  the  uncertain 
length  of  tine  which  forces  raifed  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  war  may 
be  coir.pelled  to  ferve,  may  prevent 
many  from  inlifdng,  who  would  other- 
wife  readily  manifeft  their  attachment 
to  the  common  caufe,  by  engaging 
for  a  limited  time  : 

Therefore  refolved,  That  all  non- 
commiffioned  oilicers  and  foldiers  who 
do  not  incline  to  engage  their  fervice 
during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
war,  and  fhall  inlifl;  to  ferve  three 
vears,  unlefs  f)oner  difcharged  by 
Congrefs,  fhall  be  intitled  to  and  re- 
ceive all  fuch  bounty  and  pay  as  are 
a|lo\ved  to  thofe  who  inlift  during  the 
prefent  war,  except  the  lOO  acres  of 
land,  which  land  is  to  be  granted 
thofe  only  v  ho  enlift  without  limita- 
tion cf  time.  And  each  recruiting  of- 
fjLcr  is  required  to  provide  two  dif- 
tiudt  enlifting  rolls,  one  for  fuch  to 
fign  who  iniift  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  the  other  of  fuch  as 
inllll  for  three  years,  if  their  fervice 
iliali  be  fo  long  required. 

By  order  of  Congrefs, 

John  H/\ncock,  Pref. 

'Journal  cf  the  American  j/^f-my,  from  tie 

taking  of  Fort  Wajhingicn. 
(Publifjsd  hi  the  P ennfylvania  fournal.) 
Fort  V/afhington  being  obliged 
to  furrender,  by  a  violent  attack 
made  by  the  whole  Eritifli  army, 
on  Saturday  the  i6ih  of  Novem- 
ber, the  Generals  determined  to  eva- 
cuate Port  Lee,  which  being  prin- 
cipally intended  to  pr  ferve  the  rom- 
inunication  with  Foit  Wafliington, 
was  become  in, a  manner  ufcleis.  The 
ftores  were  ordered  to  be  removed, 
and  great  part  of  them  was  imme- 
diately fent  ofi".  The  enemy  knowing 
the  divided  ftate  of  our  army,  and 
ihat  the  terms  cf  the  foldiers  inlili- 
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ments  would  foon  expire,  conceived 
the  defign  of  penetrating  into  the 
Jerfies,  and  hoped,  by  pufliing  their 
fucceifes,  to  be  compleatly  viftorious. 
Accordingly,  on  Wcdnefday  morning, 
the  2oth  of  November,  it  was  dif- 
covered  that  a  large  body  of  Britifli 
and  Heflian  troops  had  croffed  the 
North  river,  and  landed  about  fix 
miles  above  the  fort.  As  our  force 
was  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the 
fort  unfinifned,  and  on  a  narrow  neck 
of  land  ;  the  garrifon  was  ordered  to 
march  for  Hackinfack  bridge,  which, 
though  much  nearer  the  enemy  than 
the  fort,  they  quietly  fuffered  our 
troops  to  take  po.Teffion  of.  The 
principal  lofs  fuffered  at  Fort  Lee  was 
that  of  the  heavy  cannon,  the  greateft 
part  of  which  was  left  behind.  Our 
troops  continued  at  Hackinfack  bridge 
and  town  that  day  and  half  of  the 
next,  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  the  want  of  quarters,  and 
approach  of  the  enemy,  obliged  them 
to  proceed  to  Aquaconack,  and  from 
thence  to  Newark  ;  a  party  being  left 
at  Aquaconack  to  obferve  the  motions 
of  the  enemy.  At  Newark  our  little 
army  was  reinforced  by  Lord  Sterling's 
,  and  CoL  Hand's  brigades,  which  had 
been  ftationed  at  Brunfwick.  Three 
days  after  our  troops  left  Hackinfack, 
a  body  of  the  enemy  croffcd  the  PalTaic 
above  Aquaconack,  made  their  ap- 
proaches llowly  towards  Newark,  and 
feemed  extremely  defirous  that  we 
fhould  leave  the  town  without  their 
being  put  to  the  trouble  of  lighting  for 
it.  The  diftance  from  Newark  to 
Acquaconack  is  nine  miles,  and  they 
were  three  days  in  marching  that 
di'lance.  From  Newark  our  retreat 
was  to  Brunfwick,  and  it  was  hoped 
the-afliftance  of  the  Jerfey  Militia 
would  enable  General  Wafliington  to 
make  the  Banks  of  the  Rariton  the 
bounds  of  the  enemy's  progrcfs;  but  on 
the  I  ft  of  Dec.  the  army  was  greatly 
weakened,  by  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  of  the  enliflments  of  the  Mary- 
land and  jerfey  Flying  Camp  ;  and  the 
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snilitia  not  coming  in  To  foon  as  was 
expected,  another  retreat  was  the  ne- 
ceflary  conrequence.  Our  army  reach- 
ed Trenton  on  the  ^.th  of  December, 
continued  there  till  the  7th,  and  then, 
on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  it  was 
thoiio-ht  proper  to  pafs  the  Delaware. 

This  retreat  was  cen'ured  by  fome 
as  pufiilamous  and  difgraceful ;  but, 
did  thev  know  that  our  army  was  at 
one  time  lefs  than  a  thoufand  effedive 
men,  and  never  more  than  4000, — 
that  the  number  of  the  enemy  was  at 
leaft  8000,  exclufive  of  their  artillery 
and  light  horfe, — that  this  handful  of 
Americans  retreated  Jlo^vly  above  80 
miles  without  lofing  a  dozen  men — 
and  that  ilifforing  themfelves  to  be 
forced  to  an  aftion,  would  have  been 
.  their  intire  dellruftion — did  they  know 
this,  they  would  never  have  cenfured 
it  at  all — they  would  have  called  it 
prudent—poflerity  will  c;dl  it  glorious 
— and  the  names  of  Wafhiugton  and 
Fabius  will  run  parallel  to  eternity. 
V  The  enemy,  intoxicated  with  fuc- 
cefs,  refolved  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  -conqueft.  Fearlefs  of  an  attack 
from  this  fide  the  river,  they  cantoned 
in  parties  at  a  diftance  from  each 
other,  and  fpread  miiery  and  de- 
folation  wher^Vir  they  v/ent.  Their 
rage  and  liiic,  tlyir  avarice  and  cruelty, 
knew  no  bounds ;  and  murder,  ra- 
vifhment,  plunder,  and  the  moil: 
brutal  treatment  of  every  fex  and  age, 
were  the  flrll:  ads  that  fignalized  their 
xonqaeft.  And  if  fuch  were  their  out- 
rages on  the  partial  fubjeftion  of  a  few 
villages— good  God!  svhatconfummate 
wretchednefs  is  in  ilore  foa  that  llate 
6ver  which  their  power  fhali  be  fully 
eftabliihed. 

While  the  enemy  were  in  this 
ji-uation,' their  fecurity  was  increafed 
.by  the  captivity  of  General  Lee,  who 
was  unfortunately  t.iken  in  the  rear  of 
his  army,  Dec.  13th,  at  Baflcinridge, 
by  a  party  of  light-horfe,  commanded 
hy  Col.  Harcourt.  The  fortune  of 
our  arms  was  now  at  its  lovvell:  ebb  — 
but  the  tide  was  beginning  to  turn-— 


the  militia  of  this  city  had  joined  Ge- 
neral Wafliington— the  junction  of  tha 
two  armies  v/as  foon  after  effected— 
and  the  back  counties  of  th's  ftatc, 
ro'jfed  by  the  dillrcfles  of  America, 
poured  out  their  yeomanry  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  continental  army. 
General  Walhington  began  now  to 
have  a  refpeflable  force,  and  refolved 
not  to  be  idle.  On  the  26th  of  De- 
cember he  croffed  the  Delaware,  fur- 
prifed  three  regim.ents  of  Heffians, ' 
and  with  little  or  no  lofs,  took  near 
a  thoufand  prifoners.  [His  letter, 
which  is  here  inferted  in  the  Journal, 
the  reader  will  find  in  page  302,  of 
lail  volume.] 

Soon  after  this  manoeuvre,  and 
while  the  enemy  were  collefting  their 
fcattered  troops  at  Princeton  and 
Brunlwick,  Gen.  Wafhington  croiTed 
the  Delaware  with  all  his  army.  On 
the  2d  of  January  the  enemy  began 
to  advance  towards  Trenton,  which 
they  entered  in  the  afternoon,  and 
there  being  nothing  but  a  fmall  creek 
between  the  two  armies,  a  general 
engagement  was  expeded  next  day— 
This  it  was  manifeilly  our  advantage 
to  avoid  ;  and  by  a  mafter-ftroke  of 
generalfliip.  Gen.  Wafhington  frees 
hirafelf  from  hisdifagreeabie  fituation, 
and  furprizes  a  party  of  the  enemy  in 
Princeton,  which  obliges  their  mahi 
body  to  return  to  Brunfwick,  as  is 
more  particularly  related  in  the  fol- 
lowing account. 
Cojigrefs  has  received  the  follotmng  I?i- 

tiUigence  from  the  Army  at  Pluckemin, 

in  the  State  of  Ncxv-^erfcy,  jfan.  5. 

"  On  the  2Q  inft,  the  enemy  began 
to  advance  upon  us  at  Trenton ; 
and,  after  fbme  fkirmiOiing,  the  head 
of  their  column  reached  that  place 
about  four  of  o'clock,  whilft  their  rear 
was  as  far  back  as  Maidenhead. 
They  attempted  to  pafs  Sanpinck 
creek,  which  runs  through  Trenton, 
at  diiFerent  places  ;  but  finding  the 
forts  guarded,  they  halted  and  kindled 
their  fires.  We  were  drawn  up  on  tha 
fo-ath   fide    of  .the  .creek.      In   this 

ficuatioa 
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fituatton  we  remained  till  dark,  can-     confined  to  the   narrow  compafs  of 


nonading  the  enemy,  and  receiving 
(he  fire  of  their  field  pieces,  which 
did  but  little  damage. 


Brunfwick  and  Amboy.  On  all  fides 
by  land  they  are  furrounded  by  our 
troops.      They  cannot    ftir    out    to 


*'  At  twelve  o'clock,  after  renewing  forage  but  in  large  parties,  which  fel- 
our  fires,  and  leaving  guards  at  the  dom  return  without  lofs.  Their  con- 
bridge  in  Trenton,  and  other  pafTes^  tinual  apprehenfions  of  an  attack,  and 
on  the  fame  flream  above,  we  marched  our  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  them 
Ipiy  a  round  about  road  to  Princeton,  harrafs  them  extremely;  and deferters. 
We  found  Princeton  about  fun-rife,  who  come  in  daily,  declare  that  thei^ 
with  only  three  regiments,  and  three  duty  is  heavy  beyond  conception, 
troops  of  light  horfe  in  it,    two  of  From  this  circumftance  we  hope  in  a 


which  v/ere  on  their  march  to  Trenton 
Thefe  three  regiments,  efpecialiy  the 
two  firft,  made  a  gallant  refinance, 
and,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
foners,  muft  have  loft  five  hundred 
men.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of 
them  were  left  dead  on  the  field  ;  and 
with  thofe  carried  on  by  the  army, 
and  fuch  as  were  taken  in  the  purfuit, 
and  carried  acrofs  the  Delaware,  there 
are  near  three  hundred  prifoners, 
fourteen  of  nyhorp  are  officers — all 
Britifh. 

*'  Co;,  ,   Capt.  Neal,  of  the 

artillery,  Capt.  Fleming,  who  com- 
inanded  the  firft  Virginia  regiment, 
and  four  or  five  other  valuable  officers, 
with  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  pri- 
vates, were  flain  in  the  field.  Oiir 
whole  lofs  cannot  be  afcertained,  as 
many  who  were  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  whom  they  chafed  three  or 
ibur  miles,  are  not  yet  come  in.  We 
burnt  the  enemy's  hay,  and  deftroyed 


week  or  uvo  they  will  be  obliged  to 
retire  to  their  oW  bounds,  from 
whence,  in  a  few  months,  they  will, 
probably,  be  driven  on  board  their 
Ihips.  The  American  arms  can  never 
be  in  the  fituarion  they  have  been  ; 
partial  inliltments  are  now  done  away, 
and  it  is  expeded  a  targe  ftanding 
army  will  be  able  to  take  the  field 
early  in  the  fpring.  And  when  our 
readers  are  told,  that  the  American, 
army  has  hitherto  been  inferior  to  the 
enemy  in  numbers,  they  may  frceiy 
encourage  the  moil  fanguine  hopes  of 
our  fature  fuccefe." 


T/je  foUoiuing  letters  are  geniiitie. 

E'^g^^i  June  the  20(h,    1 7  75, 
I  cannot,    my  worthy  friend,  per- 
mit the  letters   and  parcels  which  \ 
have    fent    (in    the   ftate   I    receive^ 
them)   to  be  landed,  without   adding 
a  word  upon   the  fubjed  of  the  inU 
jurious  extremities  in  which  our  uu- 
fuch  other  things  as  the  occafion  would     happy  difputes  have  engaged  us. 
admir.  You  will  i^earn   the  nature  of  my 

"  From  the  beft  intelligence  we  miffion,  from  the  official  difpatches 
bave  been  able  to  get,  the  enemy  which  I  have  recommended  to  be  for^ 
were  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  appre-  warded  by  the  fame  conveyance, 
benfion  of  lofing  their  ftores  at  Brunf-  Retaining  all  the  earneflinefs  I  ever 
wick,  that  they  marched  immediately     exprefled    to   fee  our  differences    ac- 


thither  from  Trenton  without  halting, 
and  got  there  before  day. 

*'  Soon  after  this  affair.  General 
Maxfield  furprifed  Elizabeth  Town, 
took  near  an  hundred  priiouers  and  a 
quantity  of  baggage.  By  thefe  re- 
peated fucceffes  the  enemy  have  been 
obliged   to  relinquilh  almoft  all  their 


commodated  ,  I  (hall  conceive,  if  I 
meet  with  tlte  difpofition  in  the  Co- 
lonies which  I  was  once  taught  toj 
exped,  the  molt  flattering  hopes  of 
proving  ferviceable  in  the  objeds  of 
the  King's  paternal  folicitude,  by  pro- 
moting the  eltablilhment  of  lafting 
peace  and  union  with  the  Coloniest 


poffefiions  in  the  jerfeys,  and  are  aow     But  if  the  deep-footed  prejudices  of 

America,, 
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America^  and  the  neceffity  of  prevent-  vernment,    that  has  with  the  mal 
ifig  her  tra^e  frt)m  paffing  into  foreign  wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty   burnt 
cAannels,  muft  keep  us  ftill  a  divided  our  defencelefs  towns  in  the  ihidft  of 
people  ;    I  fhall,    from  every  private  winter,  excited  the  favages  to  maffa- 
as  well 'as  public  motive,  moil  heartily  ere  our  [peaceful]  farmers,  and  our 
lament  that  this  is  not  the  moment  flaves  to  murder  their  matters,  and 
wherein  thofe  great  objefts  of  my  aftu  is  even  now  *  bringing  foreign  mer- 
bition  are  to  be  attained  :  and  that  I  cenaries    to   delug^   our   fettlements 
am  to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  op-  with  blood.     Thefe  atrocious  iiijiirie* 
portunity  to  afiure  you  perfonally  of  have  extinguifhed  every  fpark  of  af- 
the  regard  with  which  I  aiil  feftion  for   that  parent  country   we 
Your  fincer*!  and  faithful  once  held  fo  dear  : — but  were  it  pof- 
humble  fervant,  fible  for  us  to  forget  and  forgive  them, 
Howe,  it  is  not  poffible  for^oa  (1  mean  thd 
P.  S.  I  was  difappointed  of  the  op-  Britifh  nation)  to  forgive  the  people 
*ortunity  I  expedted  for  fending  this  you   have  fo   heavily  injured; — you 
ktter  at  the  the  time  it  was  dated,  can  never  confide  again  in  thofe  as 
And  have  been  ever  fmce  prevented  fellow  fubjedls,  and  permit  them  to 
by  calms  and  contrary  winds,  from  enjoy  equal  freedom^  to  whom  you 
getting  here,  to  infoi-m  Gen.  Howe  know  you  have  given  fuch  juft  caufes 
of  the  commiflion  with  which  I  have  of  lafting  enmity  ;  and  this  muft  im- 
the  fatisfaftion  to  be  charged,  and  of  pel  you,  were  we  again   under  your 
his  being  joined  in  it.  governnient,  to  endeavour  the  break- 
er o/"  Safidy  Hook,   1 2t^  of  July.  ing  our  fpirit  by  the  fevereft  tyranny, 
^uperfcribed  Howe.  and  obftruding  by   every   means  in 
To  B.  Frankliny  Efq;  Philadelphia,  your  power  our  growing  llrength  and 

profperity. 

Philadelphia,  July -^o,   1 776.  But  your  Lordfhip  mentions  "  the 

My  Lord,  kind's    paternal    folicitude   for  pro- 

1  received  fafe  the  letters  your  Lord-  motmg  the  eftablifhment   of  lading 

fhip  fo  kindly  forwarded  to  me,  and  peace  and  union  with  the  colonies." 

hcg  you  to  accept  my  thanks.  It  by  peace  is  here  meant,  a  peace  to 

The  official  difpatches  to  which  you  be  entered  into  by  dillindl  ftates,  now 

t-efer  me,  contain  nothing  more  than  at   war,  and  his  Majefty  has  given 

what  we  had  feen  in  the  aft  of  par-  your  Lordlhip  powers  to  treat  with  us 

iiament,  viz.  "  Offers  of  pardon  upon  of  fuch  a  peace,  1  may  venture  to  fay, 

fubmiffion ;"    which  I  was   forry   to  though   without    authority,     that    I 

find,   as  it  muft  give  your  Lordfhip  think  a  treaty  for  that  purpofe   not 

pain  to  be  fent  fo  far  on  fo  hopelefs  a  quite  imprafticable,  before  we  enter 

bufinefs.  into   foreign    aliiances.      But   I   am 

Direftlng  pardons  to  be  offered  to    perfuaJed  you  have  no  fuch  powers. 

the  colonies,  who  are  the  very  parties  Your  nation,  tho'  by  punching  thofe 

injured,  expreffci  indeed  that  opinion  American  governors   who   have   (o- 

of  oar   ignorance,  bafenefs,  and  in-  mented   the  difcord,  rebuilding   our 

fenfibility,    which    your    uninformed     burnt  towns,  and  repairing  as  far  .as 

and  proud  nation  has  long  been  pleafed  poffible    the   mifchiefs    done    us,  Ihe 

to  entertain  of  us ;  but  it  can  have  no  might  recovej  a  great  fhare  of  our 

other  effedl  than  that  of  increafing  our  regard,  and  the  greateft  Ihare  of  our 

refentments. It   is  impoffible  we  growing  commerce,  with  all  the  ad* 

fhould  think  of  fubmiffion   to  a  go-  vantages  of  that  additional  ftrength, 

to 

*  The  reader  muft  remember,  that  about  this  time  the  Hefllans,  Set,  had  juft  arrived 
ftom  Europe  at  Staten  I.land  in  Ne^v-Ycrk. 
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to  be  derived  from  a  frlendfhip  wlih 
us  ; — I  know  too  well  her  abounding 
pride  and  deficient  wifdom,  to  believe 
file  will  ever  take  fuch  falutary  mea- 
fures.  Her  fondnefs  for  conqueft  as 
a  warlike  nation  ;  her  lull  of  domi- 
J^ion  as  an  ambitious  one  ;  and  her 
thirft  for  a  gainful  monopoly  as  a 
commercial  one  (none  of  them  legi- 
timate caufes  of  war)  will  all  join  to 
hide  from  her  eyes  every  view  of  her 
true  interell ;  and  continually  goad 
her  on  in  thefe  ruinous  diflant  expe- 
ditions, fo  deftruftive  both  of  lives 
andof  treafure,  that  they  muft  prove 
as  pernicious  to  her  in  the  end,  as 
the  Croifades  formerly  were  to  moft 
of  the  nations  of  Europe. 

I  have  not  the  vanity,  my  Lord, 
to  think  of  intimidating  by  thus  pre- 
difting  the  effeds  of  this  war  ;  for  I 
know  it  will  in  England  have  the 
late  of  all  my  former  prerliv'^ions,  not 
to  be  believed  till  the  event  Ihall 
Tcrify  it. 

Lona'  did  I  endeavour  wiih  un- 
feigned  and  unwearied  z^al,  to  pre- 
ferve  from  breaking  that  fine  and  no- 
ble china  vafe — the  Britifii  empire; 
for  I  knew  that  being  once  broken, 
the  feparate  parts  could  not  retain 
even  their  fliare  of  the  llrength  and 
value  that  exifted  in  the  whole  ;  and 
that  a  perfeft  re- union  of  thefe  parts 
could  fiarce  ever  be  hoped  for.  Your 
Lordfnip  may  pofTibiy  remember  the 
tears  of  joy  that  v/et  my  cheek,  when, 
at  your  good  fiber's  in  London,  you 
once  gave  me  expectations  that  a  re- 
conciliation might  foon  take  place. — 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  find  the  e  ex- 
pe£l?t'on3,  difappointcd,  and  to  be 
treated  as  the  cauie  of  the  mifchief  I 
was  labouring  to  prevent.  My  con- 
iblation  under  that  groundiefs  and 
malevolent  treatment  was,  that  I  re- 
tained the  friendfiiip  of  many  wife 
and  good  men  in  that  country,  and 
among:  the  rcfl  fome  fhare  in  the  re- 
gard  of  Lord  Houe. 

Thtj  v.'ell  founded  efleem,  and  per- 
mit me  to  fay  afTeClion,  which  i  ilirll 
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always  have  for  your  Lorufliip,  make 
it  painful  to  me  to  fee  you  engaged  in 
conducing  a  war,  the  great  ground  of 
which,  as  defcribed  in  your  letter,  is 
"  the  neceflity  of  preventing  the  Ame- 
rican trade  from  pafling  into  foreign 
channels."  To  aie  it  Teems,  that 
neither  th€  obtaining  or  retaining  any 
trade,  how  valuable  focver,  is  an 
objeft  for  which  men  may  juilly  fpiil 
each  others  blood  ;  that  the  true  and 
fure  means  of  extending  and  fecuring 
commerce,  are  the  goodnefs  and 
cheapnefs  of  commodities ;  and  that 
the  profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be 
equal  to  the  expence  of  compelling  it,; 
and  holding  it  by  fleets  and  armies, 
I  conlider  this  war  againfl  us,  there- 
fore, as  both  unjuft,  and  unwife  ;  and 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  cool  and  dif- 
pafTionate  pollerity  will  condemn  to 
infamy  thofc  v/ho  adviicd  it  ;  and 
that  even  fuccefs  will  not  fave  from 
fome  degree  of  diflionour,  thofa  wiio 
have  voluntarily  engaged  to  condudt 
it. 

I  know  your  great  motive  in  com- 
ing hither  was  the  hope  of  being  in- 
Arumental  in  a  reconciliation  ;  and  I 
believe,  when  you  find  that  to  be  im-' 
poiTible,  on  any  terms  given  you  to 
propofs,  you' will  relinquifa  fo  odious 
a  coftirnand,  and  return  to  a  more 
honourable  private  ftation. 

With  the,grcateft  and  moll  fincere 
lefpcdl:,    I   have    the   honour   to 
be,    My  Lord,  your  Lordfhip's 
mcfi:  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
B.  Framklin* 
Dircdetl  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Fijcount  honx>ei 

[It  Is  necefTary  to  mention  that  this 
correfpondence  was  laid  before  the 
members  of  thp  continental  congrefs^ 
at  the  moment  that  it  took  place  ;  it 
being  thought  improper,  that  any 
member  of  that  body  ihoukl  hold  pri- 
vate intercourfe_wiih  Loid  flosve.  .  It 
is  to  be  pre  fumed,  that  adminillration 
have  likewife  received  copies  of  it 
through  the  hands  of  Lord  Howe.] 

In 


( 

:In  Congress,  Sept.  14,   1776. 

Refolved,  That  all  the  Continen- 
tal troops  and  militia,  going  home 
from  fervice,  reftore  all  Continental 
arms   and  other  property,  and  alfo 
all  ammunition   remaining  in  their 
poflelfion  at  the  time  of  their  being 
about  to   return,    their  pay  to    be 
withheld  unlels  they  produce  certi- 
ficates   from    the    Commiflary    of 
Stores,  or  Quarter  Mafter  General, 
or  their  deputies  in  the  department 
where  fuch  Continental    troops  or 
militia   fliall    ferve.      And   if    any 
Continental  property  or   ammuni- 
.tion  be  carried  away  by  the  militia 
before  this  relblve,  lloppages  to  be 
made  from  fuch  as  have  not  recei- 
ved their  pay,    and  that    meafures 
he  taken  with  thofe  (who  have  been 
paid)   by  the  Councils  of  Safety  or 
rlegiflatures  of  each  ftate  for  the  rs- 
ftoration  of  fuch  Continental  pro- 
j)erty  and  ammunition. 

Extract:  from  the  minutes^ 

^Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Ih  Congress,  Nov.  4. 
Refolved,  That  any  perfon  who 
■fiiall    apprehend    a    deferter,    and 
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bring  him  to  the  regiment  he  be- 
longs to,  upon  certificate  thereof 
by  the  Colbriel  or  Commanding 
Officer,  fliall  receive  five  dollars, 
aud  all  reafonable  expences,  which- 
.is  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of 
fuch  foldier. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
feveral  regiflatures,  aflemblies,  or 
conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  en- 
a6l  a  law,  or  pafs  an  ordinance, 
infliding  the  following  punifiiments 
npovL  fuch  as  harbour  deferters, 
knowing  them  to  be  fuch,  viz.  a 
fine  upon  all  fuch  oftenders,  not 
lefs  than  30,  nor  more  than  50  dol- 
lars ;  and  in  cafe  of  inability  to  pay 
the  fine,  to  be  punillied  with  whip- 
ping, not  exceeding  thirty-nine 
laflies  for  each  offence.  Alfo,  that 
they  empower  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  other  officer  commanding 
a  detachment,  or  any  out  poll:,  to 
adminifter  an  oath,  and  fwear  any 
perfon  or  perfons  to  the  truth  of 
any  information  or  intelligence,  or 
any  other  matter  relative  to  the 
public  fervice. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


United    States    LOTTERY,     1776, 

The   SCHEME  is  that  this  Lottery  confifts   of  Four  Clares   of  One 
Hundred  Thoufand  Tickets  each. 


FIRST      CLASS. 
100,000  Tickets,  at  ten  Dollars  each,  are 

Deduction  at  fifteen  per  cent.  •— — 


I 

2 

400 
.30.,  000 


Vol.-V. 


of 


Prizes. 

Dollars. 

•10,000 

is 

10,000 

5,000 

10,000 

■1,000 

30,000 

500 

200,000 

20 

400,000 

Carried  to  the  fc 

uri 
E 

:h  clafs 

:!00,ooo 

— 

i,occ.,ooo 
I  ^0,000 

850,000 


850,000 
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SECOND     CLASS. 


100,000  Tickets  at  twenty  Dollars  each,  are 
Deduction  at  fifteen  per  cent. 


2,000,000 
300,000 


No. 
I 
2 

10 

100 

820 

20,000 


of 


Prizes. 

20,000 

10,000 

5,000 

1,000 

500 

30 


13 


Dollars. 

20,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

410,000 

600,000 


1,700,000 


Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs         500,000 


THIRD     CLASS. 


1,700,000 


100,00c  Tickets,  at  thirty  Dollars  each,  arq 
Deduction  at  fifteen  per  cent. 


No. 


X 

I 

2. 

2 

10 

200 

1000 

20, COO 


of 


Prizes, 

30,000 

20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

5,000 

1, 000 

500 

40 


IS 


Dollars. 

30,000 

20,000 

30,000 

20,000 

50,000 

200,000 

c;oo,ooo 

8oo,ooQ 


Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs,         9,000,000 


3,000,000 
4^0, ooq 

2,55o,qoo 


,550,00a 


FOURTH     CLASS. 


joOjOoo  Tickets,  at  forty  Dollars  each,  are 
Deduction  at  fifteen  per  c^nt. 


Brought  from  the  firft  clafs, 

Second  ditto, 

Third  ditto, 


4,000,000 
600,000 

3,400,000 
200,000 
500,000 
900,000 


§,000,OOQ 
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No. 

Prizes. 

I 

of 

50,000 

z 

25,000 

2 

15,000 

2 

10,000 

\o 

5,000 

lOO 

1,000 

200 

• 

500 

1,000 

- 

300 

15,000 

20G 

26,000 

Prizes* 

5<^ 

4^»3i7 

57.683 

Blanks. 

IS 


Dollars* 

50,000 

50,000 

30,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

100,000 

300,000 

3,000,000 

1,300,000 


5,000,000 


100,000  Tickets. 

Not  near  one  and  a  half  blanks  to  a  prize. 


This  lottery  is  fet  on  foot  by  a 
refolution  of  Corigrefs,  pafle'd  at 
Philadelphia,  the  i8th  day  of  No- 
tember,  177&,  for  the  purpofe  of 
rahincj  a  I'um  of  monev  on  loan, 
bearing  an  annual  interell  of  four 
per  cent,  which,  with  the  fum  ariling 
from  the  dedudticn,  is  to  be  applied 
for  carrying  on  the  prcfent  nToftjull: 
find  neceflary  war,  in  defence  of  the 
lives,  liberties  and  property,  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  United  States. 

The  fortunate  adventurers  iri  the 
firft  clafs,  and  fo  in  the  fecoiid  and 
third,  who  draw  more  than  forty 
'dollars,  Ihall,  at  their  option,  re- 
ceive a  treafury  bank  note  for  the 
prize  or  prizes  drawn,  payable  at 
the  end  of  five  years,  and  an  an- 
nual intereft  at  the  rate  oi  fnur per 
cent,  or  the  pre-emption  of  fucli 
tickets,  in  the  next  fucceediilg  clafs, 
as  fiiail  not  be  renewed  within  the 
time  limited. 

Every  adventurer  in  the  firfl:  clafs 
fhall  have  a  rif^ht  to  go  through  the 
fubfequeht  clafles,  but  fliall  not  be 
obliged  to  do  it. 

The  drawers  of  twenty,  'thirty, ; 
and  forty  dollars,   in  the  firft,   fe- 
cbnd,  and  third  clafies,  v.ho  do  not 
apply  for  their  money  within   fix 


weeks  after  the  drawing  is  finiflied, 
fliall  be  deemed  adventurers  in  the 
next  fucceeding  clafs,  and  have  theii' 
tickets  renewed,  without  any  far- 
ther trouble. 

If  any  other  fliall  negleft  or  de- 
cline taking  out  and  paying  the  price 
of  their  ticket  for  a  llibfequent  claims, 
within  fix  weeks  after  the  drEtwinjr 
IS  ended,  their  tickets  fliall  be  fold 
to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the 
preceding  clafs,  or  to  fuch  as  fliall 
apply  for  the  fame. 

The  fortunate  adventurers  in  the 
laft   clafs,    who  draw  fifty  dollars, 
fliall,  upon  application  to  the  com- 
miffioners  cf  the  loan  offices,  in  the 
refpective  fi;ates,  where  the  drawers 
refide,  receive  their  money  without    , 
any  deduc'l:ion  ;    and  all  who  draw- 
above  fifty  dollars,  fliall  receive  in 
like  manner,  without  dedudtion,  for 
the    funis    drawn,     treafury    bank 
notes,    payable  at  the  end  of  five 
years  after  the  drawing,  at  the  loan 
office  of  the  flate  in  which  the  drav/- 
ers    refide.     The   intereft   to   com- 
mence from  the  laft  day  of  draw- 
ing, and  to  be  paid  annually  at  the 
laid  refpecrive  loan  offices. 

As   this  lottery  is  eftabliflned  for 

the  fole  purpofe  of  raifing  a  fum  of 

E  z  money, 
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money,  for  camming  on  the  prefent 
jull:  war,  undertaken  in  defence  of 
"the  rights  and  liberties  of  America, 
in  which  every  individual  and  poile- 
rity  will  be  fo  deeply  interefted,  it  is 
not  doubted  but  every  real  friend  to 
his  country  will  moll  chearfully  be- 
come an  adventurer,  and  that  the 
fale  of  the  tickets  will  be  very  rapid, 
efpecially  as  even  the  ualuccelsful 
adventurer  will  have  the  pleaiing 
refleftion  of  having  contributed,  in 
a  degree,  to  the  great  and  glorious 
American  caufe. 

The  managers  appointed  by  Con- 
grefs  are  Sharp  Delany,  John  Pur-- 
viance,  Owen  Biddle,-  David  Jack- 
fon,  Jacob  Barge,  Jonathan  B. 
Smith,  and  James  Searle,  who  are 
upon  oath,,  and  give  bond  for  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  their  trull. 

The  drawing  of  the  firft  clafs  will 
begin  at  Philadelphia,  the  loth  day 
of  April  next,  or  fooner,  if  fooner 
full. 

The  public  will  be  advertifed  as 
foon  as  the  tickets  are  ready  for  fale. 

The  managers  are  inArufted  to 
fell  thetickets  for  ready  money  only. 
Philad.  Dec.  6,  1776. 

In  Congress,.  Nov.  27,   1776. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  lecommend- 
ed  to  the  legillatures  of  the  United 
States  refpeftively,  to  pafs  fuch 
laws  as  will  moft  effectuallv  rend  to 
prevent  the  COUNTERFEITING 
or  F.RGING  the  TICKETS  of 
the  public  lottery. 

Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

In  CoKCREss,  Dec.  30,   1776. 

It  appearing  to  Congrefs  that  it 
will  be  extrem-Jy  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable,  to  fupply  the  army 
of  the  United  States  with  bacon, 
faked  beef  and  pork,  foap,  tallow 
and  candles,  unlofs  the  exportation 
thereof  be  p-  f^hibited.    Therefore, 
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Refolved,.  That  none  of  the  faid" 
articles,  except  Hich  as  may  be  ne- 
celTiiry  for  the  crew,  be  exported 
from  any  of  the  United  States  after 
the  fifth  day  of  January  next,  until 
the  firft  day  of  November  next,  or 
until  Congrefs  fliall  make  farther 
order  thej-ein. — And  it  is  earnellly 
recommended  to  the  executive  pow- 
ers of  the  feveral  United  States,  to 
fee  that  this  rcfolution  be  luridly 
complied  with. 

December  31.  Pvcfolved,  That 
any  reilriLtion  heretofore  impofed 
upon  the  exportation  of  ilaves  or 
other  lumber,  except  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  iflands, 
or  any  place  under  the  dominion  o£ 
Great-Britain,  ceafe. 

By  order  of  Congrefs, 
John  Hancock,  Prefident. 

In  Congress,,  Dec.  27,   1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requelledi 
to  take  the  moft  vigorous  and  fpeedy 
meafures  fon  punifliing  all  fuch  as 
fhall  refufe  Continental  currency^ 
and  that  the  General  be  direfted  to 
give  all  neceffary  aid  to  the  Council 
of  Safety-  for  carrying  their  mea- 
fures  on  this  fubject  into  eftedual. 
execution. 

By  order  of  Congrcfsf 

John  Hancock,   Prefident".- 

Baltlmorr,  December  27,.  1776.- 
"  Gentlemen, 

"The  great  importance  to  the 
Vv'elfare  of  thefe  United  States  of 
fupporting  the  -sredit  of  the  Con-- 
tinental  currency,  will  fuggeft  ther 
propriety  of  the  above  refolve, 
which  I  am  commanded  by  Con- 
grefs to  tranfmit  to  you,  and  to 
requeft  you  will  take  meafures  for  an 
immediate  compliance  thcrewith.- 

"■  I  have  wrote  to  the  General  to 
give  you  every  neccllary  allillaace 
in  carrying  your  detenninations  on 

this 
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tills  fvibje6i:  into  effe£hial  execution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  moll  humble  fervant, 
John  Hancock,  Prelident. 
Hon.  Council  of  Safety  of 

Pennfylvania." 

In  Council  of  Safetv,  Philadel- 
phia, January  i,   1777. 

In  confeqiience  of  the  foregoing 
refolve  of  Congrefs,.  and  the  intelli- 
gence received  from  feveral  parts 
of  this  ftate,  that  the  difaftefted 
and  enemies  to  the  United  States 
of  America  are  purfuing  the  moll: 
dangerous  fchemes  to  deflroy  the 
credit  of  the  money  iJTued  under 
the  authority  of  Congrefs,  which 
wicked  and  mifchievous  prafticcs 
are  likely  to  be  attended  with  the 
moft  pernicious  eonfequcnces,  un- 
lefs  immediately  fuppreffed  by  a 
fpeedy  and  vigorous  exertion  of  the 
powers  inveded  in  this  Council.^ — 
Therefore, 

Refolved,  That  if  any  perfoa  or 
perfons,  from  and  after  the  publi- 
cation of  this  refolve,  fliali  refufe 
to  take  Continental  currency  in 
payment  of  any  debt  or  contratt 
whatfoever,  or  for  any  goods,  mer- 
chandize,, or  commodity  oftered  for 
fele,.  or  ftiall  aflc  a  greater  price 
for  any  fuch  commodity  in  Conti- 
nental currency  than  in  any  other 
kind  of  money  or  fpecie,  or  full 
proof  made  thereof  before  any  three 
members  of  any  county  Committee,. 
or  any  three  field  officers  of  militia 
of  this  flate,  the  perfon  or  perfons 
fo-  offending  lliall,.  for  the  firli  of- 
fence, be  confidered  as  a  danger- 
ous member  to  focietv,.  and  forfeit 
the  goods  oftered  for  fale  or  bar- 
gained for,  or  debt  contrattcd,  to 
die  perfon  to  whom  tlie  goods  were 
offered  for  fale,.  or  by  whom  they 
v.-ere  barguned  for,  or  from  whom 
feich  debt  15  due.  And  (hall  more- 
over pay  a  fine  cf  fi\e  pounds  to 
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the  flate,  to  be  levied  immediaterjr 
by  the  perfons  to  whom  forfeitures- 
are  directed  to  be  paid  by  this  re- 
folve, provided  fuch  debt  or  con- 
tract do  not  exceed  that  fum.  But 
if  the  debt  due,  or  prjce  of  hicb 
goods  baro-ained  for  or  offered  to 
lale,  exceed  the  fum  ot  iive  pounds,, 
then  the  perlbn  offending  as  afore- 
faid  Ihall,  befides  the  debt  due, 
goods  contraded  for  or  offered  for 
fale,  forfeit  to  the  full  amount  of 
faid  debt,  contraft  or  price  agreed 
on  or  demanded,  one  third  pait  of 
fuch  forfeiture  to  be  for  the  ufe  of 
the  informer^  and  the  remaining 
two  third  parts  to  the  ule  of  this 
Hate,  to  be  paid  to  the  Committee 
of  the  county  where  the  forfeiture 
is  incurred,  or,  where  no  fuch 
Committee  exilis,  to  the  three  field 
officers  of  the  militia  of  the  next 
nearell:  battalion,  to  be  by  them 
tranfmitted:  to  the  public  treafury 
of  this  rtate,  after  deducting  reafon- 
able  colls ;  fuch  forfeiture  to  be 
levied  immediately  by  the  direetion? 
and  authority  of  the  faid  Commitee 
or  field  officers.  And  every  perfon 
fo  offending  fliall,  for  the  iecond 
offence,  be  fubjeft  to  the  afore- 
mentioned penalties,  and  be  banifli- 
ed  this  Hate  to  fuch  place,  and  ire 
fuch  manner,  as  this  Council  lliall 
dire£t.  Neverthelels,  if  any  perfoti 
fliall  think  him  or  heri'elf  aggrieved 
by  the  determination  of  the  faid 
Committee  or  field  officers,  he  or 
flie  fhail  be  allowed  an  appeal  tro 
this  Council,  pro\ided  the  laid  ap- 
peal, be  made  within  nx  weeks  after 
fuch  determination  made,  and  in- 
formation thereof  given,,  by  the  faid 
Committees  or  field  officers,  to  the 
parties  i.n  wrhing. — A  tegular  re- 
cord of  the  proceedings  in  every 
cafe  to  be  tranfmitted  to  this  Board 
in  four  week?  after  deternunatlon. 

Relolved,  Thnt  all  j.-er.on;  whofe 
Ihops,    (lores,    or  w:irchc>:it3   r.a\e 
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been  heretofore  fhut  up,  and  have 
been  reftrained  from  carrying  on  a 
commercial  intercourfe  with  the  in- 
habitants of  this  llate  for  refufing 
Continental  currency,  fnall  be  re- 
leafed  from  fuch  reftraint,  and  per- 
mitted to  open  their  fliops,  llores, 
r.nd  warehoufes,  and  that  all  per- 
fons  who  are  in  confinement  for 
the  fame  offence  be  immediately 
ilifcharged  from  fuch  confinement, 
to  be  fubjeft  neverthelefs  to  the  pe- 
nalties defcribed  in  the  foregoing 
refolution  for  future  offences. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 
Thomas  Wharton,  jun.  Prefident. 

Philadelphia^  Fch,  \.  The  aflem- 
bly  (who  are  entitled  "  The  llepre- 
fentatives  of  tiie  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania") 
have  pafied  an  a6t,  making  the  Con- 
tinental bills,  and  the  bills  emitted 
by  the  refolves  of  the  late  affemblies. 
a  LEGAL  TENDEK.  lu  tiii  payments 
vvhatfoever. 

John  Jacoe.'-,  Speaker. 

William  Livingftone,  Efq;  Gover- 
nor of  Jerfey,  has  ilfued  a  procla- 
mation, dated  the  17th  of  January, 
1777,  appointing  the  6th  of  March 
to  be  obferved  throuehout  that 
llate  as  a  day  of  genera!  f  ift,  agree- 
able to  a  refolution  of  the  Congrefs, 
appointing  a  general  faft  to  be  ob- 
ferved throughout  the  Colonies. 

Pb'lailcJph'm,  Dtw  :y,  1776. 
The  Honourable  Congrcis  having 
appointed  a  Committee  of  their 
body  to  tranfa-fl:  fuch  Continental 
bufinefs  in  this  city  as  m:iy  be  pro- 
per and  necelTny,  the  faid  Com- 
mittee give  this  public  notice,  that 
they  meet  every  day,  and  fit  from 
ten  to  three  o'clock,  at  tlieir  office 
in  Fi-ont-ftreet,  where  MeilVs.  IJr.r- 
chiy  and  Mitchell  lately  duclt,  op- 
polite  to  Mi'IIrs,  Conynghaio,  Kef- 
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bit  and  Company.  All  perfon^ 
charged  with  public  letters  for  the 
Congrefs,  Board  of  War,  Marincj 
or  other  Committees,  are  defired 
to  take  notice  hereof,  as  fuch  let- 
ters will  be  opened  or  forwarded  by 
the  Committee  as  the  cafe  may  re- 
quire. Robert  Morris, 
George  Clymer, 
George  Waltok. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Jan.  6,  17:7. 
In  Assembly.  Refolved,  That 
the  following  addrefs  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Pennfylvania  be  forthwith 
printed,  and  fent  to  the  feveral 
counties  of  this  fiate. 

Friends  and  Countrymen,  —  It  is 
much  eafier  for  you  to  conceive, 
than  for  us  to  defcribe,  the  evils 
confequent  on  the  invafion  of  a 
country  by  a  rapacious  and  plun- 
dering foldiery.  Such  is  now  the 
fituation  of  the  neighbouring  flate 
of  New  Jerfey,  and  fuch  foon  will 
be  ours,  unlefs  the  enemy,  who 
have  taken  advantage  of  tiie  acci- 
dental weaknefs  of  our  army,  to 
luake  a  winter  campaign,  are  re- 
pelled by  the  ffrongeil  and  rrioil  im- 
mediate exertions. 

Every  fpecies  of  ravage  and  cala- 
mity have  already  marked  the  foot- 
fteps  of  our  eiiemy,  and  they  are 
now  within  a  'few  miles  of  your 
metropolis,  waiting  to  crofs  the 
Delaware,  to  glut  their  inordinate 
hifl  of  rapine  and  defolation  in  the 
plunder  of  that  rich  and  populous 
city.  The  moll  infenfible  cannot 
but  perceive  the  fiiock  our  commori 
ciiufe  muff  f  iiTer,  if  this  unfortu- 
nate event  fliould  take  place — every 
One  muft  be  awake  to  the  mifery 
that  miift  in  this  cafe  attend  e\ery 
individual  of  this  country.  The 
hne  of  eafe,  \vt  hope,  cannot  ia 
far  prevail  on  you  as  to  keep  you 
from  the  field  at  this  critical  and 
al'.uaung   time.—- \Vc    fpe?.k   to    a 

peo< 
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people  that  a  few  months  ago  would  To  tin-  PEOPLE  of  MARYLAND. 

with  eagernefs  have  flown  to  arms  THE  very  critical  and  alarming 

at  the  firil:  appearance  of  their  conn-  fituation  of  all  America,    the   cir- 

try's  dano-er.     We  know  the  value  cumilances  of  this  State,  and  what 

you  have  ever  fet  on   liberty,  that  your  incumbent  duty  requires  in  the 

bell  gift  of  God  ;  with  the  mainte-  prefent  criiis,  demand  the  moil:  fe- 

nance  Q.f  liberty  is   now  connefted  rious  and  attentive  conilderalion  of 

your  perional  happinefs,  and  every  every  wife  and  good  man  among  you. 

dear  and  valuable  bleffing— the  cha-  At  this  hour  the  fate  of  America 

ility  of  the  wives   of  your  bofcm,  {lands  fufpended.    All  your  wildom, 

your  daughters,  which  elfe  may  be  integrity   and  virtue  miUll:  now  be 

■violated  by  a  brutal  foldiery — But  exerted  to  fave  yourfelves  and  your 

it  is  not  a  temporary  evil  only  that  pofterity  from  the  horrors  of  ilavery» 

is  to  be  iuftercd  ihould  our  enemy  The  happinefs  or  miiery  of  prefent 

prevail,  the  power  of  "  binding  us  millions,    and  future  miriads,    de- 

"  in  all  caies  whatfoever,"  claimed  pend  on  your  fuceefs,  in  the  prefent 

by  a  Britifli  Parliament,  is  to  reach  war  with  Great-Britain.     I  requell 

your  pofterity,  and  to  rivet  chains  your   indulgence,    while    I  offer  to 

upon  them    for   ever.      You   once  your  condderation  a  fev»' obfervations 

feemed  fenfible   of  this,    and  were  on  thofe  important  fubjefts  :  to  your 

determined  to  die  rather  than  fub-  reafon  and  judgment  only  will  I  ap- 

mit — the  fame  grounds   of  difpute  peal. 

remain  between  Great-Britain  and  Your  caufe  is  juft,    and  the  war 

us,  the  fame  fpirit   and  determina-  with  Great-Britain  unavoidable  and 

tionfhould  alfo  ftill  remain.  neceflary.      The 

We  are  not  infenhble  to  the  fa-  and 

tigues  and  hardfliips  of  thofe  who  have  invariably,   for  a  num- 

engage  in  a  winter's  campaign,  but  ber  of  years,  obftinately  perievered, 

we  hope    and   believe  this   call  on  in  a  fyllematical  fcheme,  to  reduce 

the   militia   will    be    the   laft — the  the    colonies    to    an    unconditional 

Continental    army   will  fhortly   be  fubmiffion  to  their  will  and  pleafure. 

more  formidable  than  ever,  and  as  That  fuch  was  their  deiign  is  mani^ 

once  before  will   again,    by  God's  feft.    The  many  inlldious,  arbitrary 

bleffing,  give   a  favourable  turn  to  and  cruel  aAs  of  parliament,    and 

our  affairs ;  but  if  a  fatal  neceffity  the  attempt  by  force  to  compel  our 

fhould  again  rec^uire  your  exertions,  obedience  to  them,    indubitably  e- 

it  is  now,  and  i-vill  be,  the  bulinels  vince  it. 

of   your    P^.eprefentatives     in     this  The  fafts  ftated  in  the  addrefs  of 

Houfe  to  fix,    as  foon   as    poffible,  the  firft  Congrefs  to  their  conftitu- 

the   military  eftablifliment   of    the  ents,   and  the  fubfequent  conduct  of 

ftate  upon  fuch  juft  and  equitable  the  Britifti  parliament,  mull  fatisfy 

principles,  as  will  make   the  com-  the  impartial  world,    that  the  cup 

mon   duty  of  defence    a   common  of  flavery   was   originally  defigned 

and  equal  burthen  to  all  its  inha-  for  us,  and  that  war,  cruel  and  un- 

bitants,  natural,    lliould   be   waged   againft 

us,  if  we  refufed  the  bitter  draught. 

Extraft  from  the  minutes,  The    parliament   of   Great-Britain 

T-             ^  claimed   a    right   to  make    lav.s  in 

JosiAH  Crawford,  ^j^  ^^^^^  ^^  J^^  ^^^  j.^,^^^    j-j^^^^^ 

Clerk,  pro  temp,  g^d  property ;    a  claim  fo  extra-N 
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gant  and  wickccl,  that  the  civil  li- 
beicy,    the   focial   happinefs  of  us 
and  all  our  pollerity  muft  ceafe  the 
«ioment  it  is  admitted.   Reafjn  and 
juftice  look  down  with  indignation 
upon    it.     The    claim    by    Great- 
Britain,   to  make  laws  for  us,  in  all 
wcaies,  or  to  tax  us,  or  to  alter  or 
.abolifiiour  confdtutions  or  forms  of 
;government,   was  inadmiffible :    an 
imlimited  power  to  legillate  for  us, 
vyould  conllitute  a  complete  and  per- 
fect fyUem  of  flavery.    If  parliament 
■can  diipofe  of  any  part  of  our  pro- 
perty,   of  confequence    the    vobole 
miift    be  fubjec'f   to   their  will.     If 
parliarjient  can,  in  any  manner,  in- 
terfere in  our  internal  Irgi/lations,  a 
right  will  follow  .to  alter  or  abolifli 
them   at   pleafure.     If  parliament 
can  tax  ^is,,    we  have  no  property. 
If  parliament  can  abridge  or  deftroy 
the  fecurities,   which  our  conftitu- 
tions  and  forms  of  government  give 
•us  for  our  liberties  and  our  lives, 
■  then  are  we  dependents,  vaflals  and 
flaves. 

The  difference  of  conduct  between 
t}iQ  king  and  parliament  of  Britain, 
■and  the  colonitls  and  your  Congrefs 
3s  worthy  of  obfervation.  The  king 
and  parliament  would  not  admit  any 
bounds    to   their  authority.     They 
would  admit  no  limitation  to  their 
power.     Their  objeft  was  to  main- 
tain  an   abfolute   unlimited   fupre- 
macy    of  legJjla/ion   over    America  : 
all  your  property,  and  the  legifla- 
tions  of  the  colonies  mufr  be  fub- 
jeft  to  their  abfolute  difcretion.  To 
.carry    this    claim    into   execution, 
every  art  and  fraud,  which  the  wit 
of  man  could  invent,  was  praftifed 
-to  deceive   and  divide  the  unwary 
Americans.     Volumes  would  fcarce 
fuffice  to  relate  the  various  fchemes 
and  llratagcms,   ihe  many  injuries 
and   opprellions   to  which   recourie 
was  had,  to  break  their  ipirits,  and 
to  reduce  them  to  fubmiffion.    The 
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flatutes,  the  Inftruftions  to,  and  the 
behaviour  of  their  governors,  mu-ft 
rife  .in  judgment  againll  the  people 
of  Britain.     On  our  part,  we  peti- 
tioned, we  remonllrated,  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 
We    ftated     our    grievances,     and 
humbly   implored   relief.     Our  re- 
peated petitions  were  rejected,  and 
treated  with  infult  and  contempt. 
Our  opprelfions  were  increafed,  and 
each  riimg  fun  beheld  new  miferies 
multiplied  upon  us.     The  Congrefs 
attempted  to  draw  a  line,  by  which 
to  limit  the  authority  of  the  parlia- 
ment over  the  colonies.    They  were 
of   opinion,    that  in   all    cafes,    in 
which  our  feveral  legiflatures  were 
competent,    the   parliament   ought 
not  to  interfere  ;   that  in  fuch  cafe^ 
only  where  they  were  incompetent, 
parliament  fhould  have  a  legiHative 
power.     Congrefs   only  claimed  an 
exemption  from  taxation,   and  that 
our  charters  and  the  eflentials  of 
our  conftitutions  and  governments 
fhould  be  preferved  inviolate.   Con- 
grefs admitted  a  power  in  Great- 
Britain    to    regulate    our    external 
commerce,  her  great  palladium  and 
fupport,  and  from  whence  Ihe  draws 
immenfe  wealth,  as  a  compenfition 
for  the  proteftion  of  her  navy.  The 
Congreis  offered,  if  our  trade  was 
placed  on  the  fame  footing  with  the 
inhabitants    in    that    kingdom,     to 
contribute   her   proportion    of  ex- 
pence  for  the  defence  of  the  whole 
empire.      Could  lefs   be   afked,     or 
more    be    admitted,    or    required  ? 
Great-Britain  rejei'tcd  a  peace  and 
union    with    us  on    thcfe    terms.* 
From  reafon  and  julHceflie  appealed 

*  It  may  he  remarlicd^  that  the  line  drawn 
and  the  above propnjitions  made  hy  Con- 
grefs^ <voere  thejame,  irifuhfiance  -ivitb  the 
i/7/propofed  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 

This  is  not  the  remark  of  the  Englifh  edi- 
tor ;  it  is  in  the  origiaa)^  printed  at  Baltimore, 

ta 
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to  the  fword,  and  commenced  the 
war.  America  refilled;  but  the 
Congrefs,  anxious  for  peace  and 
reconciliation,  again  petitioned. 
Aftuated  by  a  fpirit  of  avarice  and 
defpotifm,  and  dead  to  all  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  the  people  of 
Britain  profecuted  the  war  againit 
us,  with  a  cruelty  and  barbarity  not 
pradifed  by  any  civilized  nation. 
They  wantonly  burnt  our  towns, 
fpoiled  our  property,  and  carried 
wafte,  deftruftion  andhavockwhere- 
ever  they  went.  They  incited  and 
bribed  the  favages  of  the  vvilderncfs 
to  grant  them  their  affiftance.  The 
flaughter  of  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren was  the  objeft  of  this  diaboli- 
cal meafure.  To  wreak  her  ven- 
geance on  her  virtuous  fons,  Great- 
Britain  thus  infamouily  condefcend- 
eJ  to  what  flie  fo  loudly  complained 
of,  and  execrated  in  the  laft  French 
war.  The  dagger  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  your  Haves,  with  promifes 
of  freedom,  to  murder  their  mal- 
ters.  Defpairing  by  thefe  means, 
and  with  her  national  forces,  to 
fubjugate  us,  (he  meanly  hired  fo- 
reign mercenaries  to  affiti  her  in  oiir 
deftruftion.  To  engage  fuch  wretches 
in  her  fervice,  a  liberty  to  plunder 
was  granted,  and  many  of  them  al- 
ledge  a  private  promife  of  the  mo- 
narch of  Britain,  to  grant  them  the 
firlt  choice  of  our  forfeited  eftates. 
After  thefe  accumulated  injuries, 
and  after  all  reafonable  hope  of  an 
accommodation  had  vaniflied,  tlie 
Congrefs  declared  the  Colonies  free 
and  'in(icpc7idmt  jlatcs. 

Thus  have  1  endeavoured  to  fliew, 
that  Great-Britain  is  the  aggrcffor, 
and  that  the  prefent  war  is  honour- 
able^ juft  and  ?iecej}'ary.  The  decla- 
ration of  independency  was  e.\pfr/i- 
enf,  vn/c  and  vecejfary.  You  have  Lut 
this  alternative,  vou  mus'^  be  1N- 
PEPENDENT,  or  SLAVES. 
_yrr«.  I?,  1777.  An  Amsf.ican. 
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STATE  of    MASSACHUSETTS 
BAY. 

In  theHoufe  of  Representative?, 
Dec.  28,  1777. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
perfons  be  and  hereby  are  appoint- 
ed to  mufter  the  men  that  have  in- 
lilled  or  fliall  inlill  into  the  Conti- 
nental army,  viz. 

For  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Na- 
thaniel Barber,  Efq;   of  Bofton. 

For  the  county  of  Eilex,  John 
Cufliing,   Efq;   ofBoxford. 

For  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
Col.  James  Barrett,  of  Concord. 

For  the  county  of  Hamplhire, 
Col.  Benjamin  RugglesWoodbridge, 
of  South  Hadley. 

For  the  county  of  Plymouth,  Col. 
James  Hatch,  of  Pembroke. 

For  the  county  of  Barnllable,  Jo- 
feph  Otis,  Efq;  of  BarnUabie. 

For  the  county  of  Briilol,  Capt. 
James  Leonard,  of  Taunton. 

For  tlic  county  of  Dukes-County, 
Ebenezer  Smith,  Elq; 

For  the  county  of  Nantucket, 
Stephen  Huffey,  Efq; 

For  the  county  of  Worcefler, 
Capt.  Thomas  Newhall,  of  Lei- 
cefter. 

For  the  county  of  York,  Natha- 
niel Wells,  Efq;   of  Wells. 

Fox  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
Major  Daniel  Ililey,  of  Falmouth. 

For  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Dum- 
mer  Sevvail,  Efq;  of  George -Town. 

For  the  county  of  Berkfiiire,  Capt* 
Trueman  Wheeler,  of  Great  Bar- 
rington. 

Refolved,  That  this  ftate  ad- 
vance the  Six  Pounds  bounty  or- 
dered by  CONGRESS,  to  each 
non-commiilioned  officer  and  private 
foldier  that  Ihall  inlift  into  the  Con-. 
tinental  army  as  the  quota  alFigned 
this  ilate,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  Coatinent. 

F  Re- 
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Refolved,  That  the  bounty  of 
Twenty  Pounds  offered  by  this  ftate 
to  fiich  non-conimiirioned  officers 
and  foldiers  as  lliall  inlift  into  the 
Continental  army  during  the  war, 
or  for  three  years,  fliall  by  warrant 
from  the  Council  on  the  Trealurer, 
be  paid  to  the  le\eral  muller-maikrs 
appointed  as  aforefaid,  in  inch  pro- 
portion as  the  Council  fhall  judge 
proper,  each  of  them  giving  a  re- 
ceipt, and  being  accountable  for 
fuch  fura  as  he  fliall  receive,  to  be 
by  them  paid  to  fuch  men  as  they 
fliall  refpeCtively  mnlser,  and  alfo 
that  the  bounty  of  Six  Founds  of- 
fered by  Congrefs,  be  in  like  man- 
ner paid  to  laid  nuiilcr-mailers,  to 
be  paid  to  fuch  non-commilfioned 
olficers  and  foldiers  as  ihall  inlift 
as  aforefaid,  in  all  fuch  cafes  where 
the  officer  who  inlilled  them  fliail 
make  oath,  that  the  faid  bounty  of 
Six  Founds  has  not  been  otherwife 
received  by  him  or  paid  to  the  faid 
non-coramiflioned  olncers  and  fol- 
diers otTercd  to  be  muftered,  which 
oath  each  of  faid  miifter-malters  is 
hereby  impowered  to  adminiller. 

Refolved,  That  each  mufter-ma- 
iler  fliall  have  a  right  to  mufter  men 
inlifled  in  any  county,  and  into 
any  battalion  belonging  to  this  ftatcr 
And  that  the  mufler-maflers  conti- 
nue at  or  nigh  their  refpet'tive 
counties,  to  perform  the  bufinefs 
to  which  they  are  hereby  appointed, 
rs  they  fliall  judge  will  bell:  promote 
the  public  fervice ;  and  that  they 
be  allowed  a  reafonable  reward  for 
their  fervices. 

Refolved,  That  the  refolve  of 
Court  of  the  eleventh  of  December 
current,  appointing  a  Committee 
10  tranfmit  to  the  Committees  of 
this  Court,  then  at  the  camps,  on 
the  bufinefs  of  re-ellablifliing  tlie 
iirmy,  a  number  of  Treafurer's 
Notes,  &c.  and  appointing  muller- 
inafters   for   three  b-attalions,    be. 
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and  it  hereby  is  repealed,  and  macSe 
null  and  void. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence, 
Sat,!.  Freeman,  Speak.  Fro.  Tern, 
In  Council,  Dec.  28,  1776.     Read' 
and  concurred. 
John  Avery,  Dep.  Sec'ry. 
Coniented  to  by  the  major  part 
of  the  Council. 

A  true  copy.     Attelfy 

John  Averv,  Dep.  Sec'ry. 

In  Council,.  January  30,  1777.- 
Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this- 
Court,  that  fome  perfons  within, 
this  Hate  are  purchafing  pork  at  an 
extravagant  price,  as  well  as  other 
provifions,  and  are  alfo  employing, 
perfons  to  dc*  the  fame  within  the 
ifate  of  Connecticut ;  and  that  they 
arc  cauflng  fuch  provifions  to  be 
traniported  to  fome  fea-port  towna 
within  this  flate,  which  evil  prac- 
tice, if  tolerated,  mull  prove  very 
prejudicial  to  this  and  all  the  United 
States,  and  if  carried  on  by  perfons 
inimical  to  the  rigjits  of  America,, 
may  be  attended  with  fatal  confe- 
qucnces. 

Wherefore  it  is  refolved.  That 
the  Board  of  War  be  direrted  to 
make  the  llrifteft  enquiiy  poHilyle, 
from  tiiue  to  time,  and  if  thcv  Ihall 
obtain  knowledge  where  quantities' 
of  pork  or  other  provifions  are  de- 
poiitcd,  that  they  have  rcafon  to 
believe  were  procured  in  this  man- 
ner, that  they  immediately  fecnre 
fuch  provifions  for  the  public  ufc, 
agreeable  to  a  late  aft  of  this  go- 
vernment : — And  all  Selertmcn  and 
Committees  ot  Correfpondencc,  lii- 
fpettion  and  Safety  of  tlie  leveral 
towns  within  this  flate,  arc  aho  en- 
joined and  directed  to  exerciie  the 
utmoll  vigilarkce  for  the  detection 
of  fwch  pernicious  pi-at'lices  ;  and 
if  they  lliall  at  any  time  learn  where 
any  fuch  provifions  are  ])laced  with- 
in their  relpcdive  towns,  that  they 

forsh- 
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fortlivvith  purfue  fuch  meafures  by 
taking  the  lame  into  their  own  ciil- 
tody,  or  otherwife  as  they  fliall 
judge  necelFary,  to  prevent  the  piir- 
chal'ers  or  polleirors  thereol'  t'roni 
lecreting  them  ;  and  they  are  then 
forthwith  to  give  information  there- 
of to  the  Board  of  War,  acquainting 
them  of  the  names  of  the  perfona 
concerned  and  other  circumitances, 
andwait  theinilruftions  of  theBoard 
of  War  refpeding  the  fame,  which 
it  is  expeded  the  Board  of  War  will 
^ive  without  delay,  and  make  re- 
turns to  this  Court  from  time  to 
time,  of  their  doings  hereon. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

John  Avery,  Dep.  Sec'ry, 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

January  31,   1777. 

Read   and   concurred,     and    the 

Board  of  War  are  diretited  to  caufe 

this  refolve  to  be  publiflied   in  all 

the  Bofton  news-papers. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

J.  Warren,  Speaker. 
In  Council,  Jan.  31,  1777.   Read 
and  concurred. 

John  Avery.,  Dep.  Sec'ry, 
Confented   to  by  the  major  part 
of  the  Cotmcil. 

A  true  copy.     Atteil. 

John  Avery,  Dep,  Sec^ry. 

W^p-OFFICF,  Feb.  II,   1777. 
Publilhed  by  order  of  the  Board  of 
War. 
A  true  copy.     Aiteft. 
J.  LoRiNG  Austin,  Secretary. 

State     cf    MASSACHUSETT'S 

BAY, 

In  theHoufeof  Repr  esentatives, 

Feb.  5,   1777. 

Whereas  the  rum,  molaffes,  and 
fundry  other  articles  herein  after 
enumerated  :  now  in  this  Hate,  are 
all  needed  for  the  fupply  of  the  ar- 
my and  the  inhabitants  of  this  ftate : 

It  is  therefore  Refolved,  That  all 
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exportation  of  rum,  molaffes,  fu- 
gar,  cotton  wool,  flieeps  wool,  flax, 
fait,  cofiee,  cocoa,  chocolate,  li- 
nen, cotton  and  linen,  woollen, 
and  cotton  goods  of  all  kinds,  pro- 
vifions  of  all  and  every  fort,  flioes, 
hides,  deer  fl^ins,  flieep-flcins  and 
leather  of  all  kinds,  as  well  by  land 
as  by  water,  from  the  counties  of 
Suffolk  and  Middlefex,  after  the  fe- 
venth  day  of  February  currant  ; 
and  from  the  counties  of  Effex, 
Plymouth  and  Briilol,  after  the 
eighth  ;  and  from  every  other  part 
of  this  ftate  after  the  tenth,  be 
ftopped,  except  to  the  different  parts 
of  this  ftate. 

And  if  any  veffel  fliall  be  found 
having  any  quantity  of  rum  inore 
than  lixty  gallons  to  a  veffel  of  80 
tons,  and  for  a  three  months  voy- 
age, and  in  that  proportion   for  a 
larger  or  fmaller  veliel,    and  en  a 
longer  or  fliorter  voyage,  or  having 
any  other  of  the  articles  above  enu- 
merated on  hoard  more  than  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  ule  of  the  crew  of 
the  faid  veifel,    fli€  being  outward 
bound  therewith,    or  foiuid  at  fea 
having  failed  from  any  port  in  this 
fti'ite,  after  tlie  times  fixed  for  this  re- 
folve's  taking  place  in  i'uch  port  for 
any  part  of  the  world  without  this 
ftate  ;  fuch  veffel  fliall  be  a  lawful 
prize  for  any  perfon  or  perfons  who 
fliall  take  the  fame,  and  fliall  be  li- 
belled in  fome  maritime  court  with- 
in this  ftate,  within  two  months  af- 
ter having  been  found  or  brought  in 
with  fuch  rum  or  other  of  faid  ar- 
ticles on  board,    and  fliall  be  con- 
demned  and  fold   in  manner  as  is 
provided  by  the  laws  of  this  ftate 
for  the  condemnation   and  fale  of 
veffels  taken  in  carrying  fuppiies  to_ 
the  enemies  of  the  united  ftates  of 
America  ;   and  the  money  fuch  vef- 
fel and  cargo  may  be  fold  for,  fliall 
be  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  manner 
as  veffels  and  cargoes  are  difpofed  of 

F  2  that 
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are  taken  ns  prizes.  Provided  nc- 
verthelefs,  That  if  it  fliall  appear 
to  the  latisfadtion  of  the  court  be- 
fore whom  ftich  trial  fliail  be  had, 
that  the  owner  or  owners  of  fuch 
veffel  did  not  knowingly  tranfgrefs 
this  Refolve,  in  that  cafe  fuch  veffel 
fnall  not  be  liable  to  condemnation. 
And  it  is  further  Refclved,  If  the 
commiitee  of  correfpondence,  in- 
fpeftion  and  fafety,  of  any  towns  in 
this  ft:!le,  fliall  fufpeft '  that  any 
team  is  loaded  with  any  articles 
herein  before  enumerated,  to  be 
tranfported  out  of  this  ftate  to  any 
of  the  united  ftates,  that  faid  com- 
mittee be,  and  they  are  hereby  em- 
powered and  direfted  to  flop  all  fuch 
teams  till  fuch  time  as  they  can 
inake  proper  enquiry,  and  by  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence of  the  town  where  fuch 
goods  were  taken  or  otherwife,  fliall 
obt:;in  fi^.tisfaftion  that  the  fame  are 
not  dcligned  to  be  carried  out  of 
this  ftate,  as  aforefaid  :  and  if  no 
fuch  fatisfadion  ftiali  be  given  with- 
in thirty  d3ys  after  detention  there- 
of, and  it  fliali  not  appear  that  fuch 
goods  were  removed  from  the  town 
where  they  had  been  depofited  be- 
fore the  times  fixed  for  this  Refolve's 
taking  place,  the  committee  fo  de- 
taining the  fame  if  hereby  impower- 
ed  and  ciireCted  to  feize  fuch  articles, 
and  having  fo  done  fliall  proceed  to 
.file  an  information  againil:  them,  be- 
fore the  court  of  General  Seffions  of 
the  peace  in  any  county  where  faid 
articles  f^^all  be  flopped  or  ieized, 
and  the  faid  court  fliall  have  full 
power  to  try  the  juftice  of  faid  fei- 
zure  by  a  jury,  and  no  evidence 
fliall  be  admitted  upon  fuch  trial, 
but  what  was  produced  to  the  com- 
mittee within  the  thirty  days  before- 
mentioned,  except  in  the  judgment 
of  the  court  before  whom  the  trial 
is  had,  fuch  evidence  could  not  be 
obtained  vvithin  that  time.     And  in 
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cafe  the  faid  court  fhall  adjudge  and 
condemn  the  fame  as  forfeited,  af- 
ter the  neccflary  charges  of  con- 
demnation, &c.  arc  paid,  one  half 
fhali  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  committee 
who  profecuted  as  above,  the  other 
half  to  the  ufe  of  this  ftate. 

Provided  notwithftanding.  That 
when  anyperfon  fliall  tranlport  any 
articles  whatever  to  the  American 
army,  and  can  produce  a  certificate 
from  the  honourable  the  Council, 
the  Board  of  War,  or  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correfpondence,  Infpcdion 
and  Safety  of  the  town  from  whence 
fuch  articles  were  taken,  certifying 
that  the  goods  he  has  in  his  cuifody 
belong  either  to  the  continent  or  to 
this  flate,  or  can  by  any  other  way 
give  fatisfaftion  hereof  to  any  Com- 
mittee of  Correfpondence,  &c.  en-  ' 
quiring  concerning  the  fame,  in 
fuch  cafe  the  perfon  with  fuch  goods 
may  proceed  unmolefted. 

Provided  alfo,  That  this  refolve 
fliall  not  be  conilrued  to  extend  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  fugar 
in  fuch  quantities  as  are  allowed 
by  a  refolve  of  this  Court  of  the 
ninth  day  of  January  lafl,  for  the 
purpofe  of  procuring  flour  and  o- 
ther  provilions,  and  other  articles 
for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ftate,  and  necefTary  fupplies 
for  the  crews  of  fuch  veflels  as  may 
be  bound  from  this  flate,  or  to  pro- 
hibit any  exportations  the  fJoard  of 
War  may  think  proper  to  make  for 
the  public  advantage,  or  to  prevent 
the  carrying  any  of  the  above  enu- 
merated articles  from  this  to  any 
neighbouring  flate,  as  purchafed  at 
any  ordinary  retail,  either  for  the 
confiimption  of  individuals  or  fingle 
families. 

And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to 
the  good  people  of  this  flate  to  af- 
ford all  pofilble  aid  to  the  commit- 
tees  aforefaid,   to  enable  them  to 

carry 
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railed  within  this  ftate  fliould  be  im- 
mediately formed — you  are  hereby 
refpedively  direfted  forthwith  to 
make  a  retiirn  to  the  council  of  the 
number  of  men  enlifted  into  yonr 


carry  thefe  refolves    into  effedual 
execution. 

And  it  is  further  refolved,  That 
if  it  fliall  hereafter  appear,  that 
any  of  the   articles    herein    before 

enumerated  had   been    tranlported    relpe6tive  battalions,  and  where' you 
by  land  or  water  out  of  this  ftate,    have  ordered  them  to  rendezvoxis. 
contrary   to    the    true    intent    and        A  true  copy, 
meaning  of  this  refolve,    the  owner    Attefl.      John  Avt-Rv,  Dep.  Sec'y. 
or  owners  who  ihall  lend  or  carry 

the  fame,  Ihall  forfeit  the  value  of  Captain  Edward  Rolland,  arrived 
fuch  goods,  to  be  recovered  by  ac-  at  Salem,  a  few  days  ago,  after  a 
tion  of  debt,  in  any  court  proper  lliort  cruize,  during  which  he  has 
to  try  the  fame,  and  after  paying  taken  four  iilli  veflels,  with  ii,ooo 
the  charges  of  prolecution,  one-  quintals,  merchantable  filh,  and  a 
half  thereof  Ihall  be  to  the  perfon  brig  laden  with  wine ;  three  of  the 
or  perfons  who  fiiall  fue  for  the  former  are  fafe  in  port, 
fame,  the  other  half  to  the  ufe  of 

this  ftate;    provided  the  aftion   is    ADDRESS  of  t/je  Convention  of  the 
commenced    within    three    months         RfpreftntativesoftheStateofiitW'' 


after  the  goods  are  tranlported. 

And  further  refolved,  That  Mr. 
Hofmer  be,  and  hereby  is  directed, 
to  procure  one   thouland   of  thefe 


York  to  their  Conjlituents, 

At  this  important  period,  when 
the  freedom  and  happinefs,  or  the 
refolves  to  be  printed,  and  that  he  flavery  and  mifery,  of  the  prefent 
immediately  tranfmit  to  the  leveral  and  future  generation  of  Americans, 
naval  officers  within  this  ftate,  and  is  to  be  determined,  on  a  folemn 
the  feveral  Committees  of  Corref-  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all 
pondence,  Infpeftion  and  Safety  of  events,  to  whom  every  individual 
the  towns  that  border  upon  the  muft  one  day  anlwer  for  the  part 
neighbouring  ftates,  printed  copies  he  now  a£ls,  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  fame;  and  that  he  caufe  the    of    the   Reprefentatives   of  a   free 


fame  to  be  printed   in   the  Bofton 
news-papers. 

J.Warren,  Speaker. 
In  Council,  Feb.  7,  1777.    Read 
and  concurred. 

John  Avery,    Dep.  Sec'ry. 


people,  to  call  their  attention  to 
this  moft  ferious  fubjeft.  And  the 
more  fo,  at  a  time  when  their  ene- 
mies are  induftriouily  endeavouring 
to  delude,  intimidate,  and  feduce 
them,   by  falfe  fuggeftions,    artful 


Confented  to  by  the  major  part  mifreprelentations,     and     inlidious 

of  the  Council.  promifes  of  proteftion. 

A  true  copy.     Atteft.  You  and   all  men  were   created 

John  Avery,  Dep.  Sec'ry.  free,    and   authorized   to    eftablilli 

civil  government,  for  the  preferva- 
State  of  Massachusett's  Bay.  tion  of  your  rights  againit  oppref- 
Council  Chamber,    Feb.  10,   1777.  fton,  and  the  fecurity  of  that  free- 
To  the  colonels   appointed  to  the  dom  which  God   hath    given  you, 
command  of  the  continental  bat-  againft  the   rapacious  hand  of  ty- 
talions,  to  be  raifed  in  this  ftate.  ranny   and   lawlefs   power.      It    is 
The  public  fervice  requiring  that  therefore  not  only  neceffary  to  the 
the    feveral  continental  regiments  well  being  of  fociety,  but  the  duty 

of 
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«f  e\xry  inan  to  oppofe  and  repel  Our  cafe,  however,  is  peculiarly 

all  thole,  by  whatever  name  or  title  ditlinguiilied   from    theirs.      Their 

diitinguithed,    who    prolHtute    the  enemies  were  Grangers,  nncnlight- 

powers   of   government   to   de'troy  ened,    and   bound  to   them   by  no 

the  happinefs  and  freedom  of  the  ties  of  gratitude  or  confanguinity. 

people  over  whom  they  may  be  ap-  Our  enemies,  on  the  contrary,  call 

pointed  to  mle.  themfelves    Chriltians.     They   are 

Under  the  aufpices  and  direftion  of  a  nation  and  people  bound  to  us 

©f  Divi-ne  Providence,    your  fore-  by  the  ftrongeft  ties.     A  people  by 

fathers  removed  to   the  wilds  and  whofe  fide  we  have  fought  and  bledj 

wildernefs    of  America.      By  their  whole  pov.-er  we  have  contributed 

indurtry  tiiey   made   it   a   fruitful,  to  raiie,    who   owe  much  of  their 

and  by  their  virtvie  a  happy  conn-  wealth  to  our  indulliy,  and  whofe 

try.     And  we  ihould  iHll  have  en-  grandeur  has  been   augaiented   by 

joyed   the   bleflings   of  peace    and  our  exertions. 

olentv.  if  we  had  not  forgotten  the  -r^  ■                 rr       ^           •   j 

r        ■''/            I.-  u  .^    r     ui  i-r-  I^  IS  unnecelTary  to  rem md  you, 

lource  from  "wmch  thole    bleiungs  *t    ^    i     •       .i      /           c  i 

1         ,          ,           .  ._  ,                   .'^  that  durmg  the  Ipace  ot   between 

one  and  two  hundred  years,  every 


flowed,  and  permitted  our  country 
to  be  contaminated  by  the  many 
iliameful  vices  which  have  prevailed 


among  us. 


It  is  a  well  known  truth  that  no 
virtuous  people  were  ever  oppreifed ; 
and  it  is  alfo  true  that  a  fcourge 
was  never  wanting  to  thofe  of  an 
oppolite  charafter.  Even  the  Jews, 
thofc  favourites  of  Heaven,  met 
with  the  frowns,  wlicnever  they 
forgot  the  fmiles  of  their  benevo- 
ient  Creator.  Tyrants  of  Egypt, 
ot  Babylon,  of  Syria,  and  of  Rome 


man  fat  under  his  ov.n  vine  and 
his  own  fig  tree,  and  there  was 
none  to  make  him  afraid.  That 
the  people  of  Britain  never  claimed 
a  right  to  difpofe  of  us,  and  every 
thing  bclongmg  to  us,  according 
to  their  will  and  pleafure,  until  the 
reign  of  the  prelent  King  of  that 
illand.  And  that  to  entorce  this 
abominable  claim,  thev  have  inva- 
ded  our  country  by  fea  and  by  land. 
From  this  extravagant  and  iniqui- 
tous claim,  and  from  the  unreafon- 


thev  were  feverely  chaftized;    and  „i  i      „  n  i 

'    ■'r  1.     "V  1  I       .1  ^ble   as   well   as    cruel   manner   m 

thofe  tyrants  themlelves,  when  they        \  ■  u  ^■l  i  i       •  r  i      -r 

,     ,      ■'  J    1  '  ,•  ,  /  which  they  would  gain  our  fubmii- 

had  executed  the  vengeance  or  Al-  r         •.  r  ■"  .u        i  w       •  i 

.  ,        V,    II-  •  """»   It  leems  as  though  Providence 

inKrhtv    God,     their    ovvn     crimes  ,  .        •      i  <.      j    »i 

uiij,uy    vj      ,  ,      J  were  determnied  to  uie  them  as  in- 

Iniruin,"'   on  their  own    heads,    re-  n  ^    ^  -n    a  -i.    r  .i  • 

.      ,  ^,  1     •   Al       1         ..  itruments  to  punifli  the  s:uiit  ot  this 

ceived   the   rewards   lultly   due    to  ^  i  u  •  i      i    . 

,    .      .        .         r    1      J-        1     •   w  country,    and  bring   us   back  to   a 

their  violation  of  the  lacred  nghts  r     r     1-  ,   ,    ,  /-.       ^ 

jucji  vivi  I  ^  lenle  ot  duty  to  our  Creator. 

of  mankind. 

You  were  bom  equally  free  v/ith         You  may  remember,  that  to  ob- 

the  Jews,  and  have  as  good  right  tain  redreis  of  the  many  grievances 

to  be  exempted  from  the  arbitrary  to  which  you  had  been  fubjefted, 

domination  of  Britain,    as  they  had  the  moll  duiiful  petitions  were  pre- 

from  the  invafions   of  Eg\'pt,   Ba-  fented,  not  only  by  the  feveral  af- 

bylon,  Syria  or  Rome.     But  they,  femblies,  but  by  reprefcntatives  of 

for  their  wickednefs,  v/ere  permit-  all  America  in    General  Congrefs. 

ted  to  he  fcom-ged  by  the  latter,  And  you  cannot  have  forgotten  with 

and  we,    for  our  wickednefs,    are  what  contempt  they  were  rejei'ted. 

fcourgcd   by  tyrants  as   cruel    and  Nay,  the  humblell  of  all  petitions, 
implacable  us  thijfe.  pray- 
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praymg  orily  to  be  heard,  was  an-  neil,  if             not  to  cajole  and  fie- 

luei'cd  by  the  ibund  of  the  trumpet  ceive  you,    why  are  you  not  expH- 

and  ch^.fliing  of  arms.     This,  how-  fitly  informed   of  the   terms,    antf 

ever,    is   not   the  only  occalion  on  whether  the  parliament  mean  to  tax 

which  the  hearts                have  beea  you  hereafter  at  their  will  and  plea- 

hardcned  ;  and  in  all  probability  it  fi:re  ?  Upon  this  and  the  lilce  points, 

will  add  to  the  number  of  thole  in-  thele  military  commiilioners  of  peace 

Itances,    in  which  their  opprellion,  are  lilent,  and  indeed  are  not   au- 

iniuilice  and  hardnefs  of  heart  have  thorized  to    fay   a  word,    unlefs    a. 

worked  their  dertruction,  power  to  grant  pardons  implies  a 

Being  bound  b_y  the  llrongeft  oh-  power  to  adjull  claims  and  lecure 

ligations  to  defend  the  inheritance  pri^  ileges,    or  unlefs  the  bare  pof- 

wTiich  God  hath  given  us,  to  Him  lelfion  of  life  is  the  only  privilege 

we  referred  our  caufe,   and  oppofed  which  Americans  are  to  enjoy.  For 

the  aifaults  of  our  taik-mafrers,  be-  a    power  to   grant  pardons   is    the 

iug  determined   rather  to  die   free  ."iily  one  which  t>. -ir  parliament  or 

than  live  liases,  and  entail  bondage  prince  have  thought  proper  to  give 

on  our  children.  them.  And  yet  they  Ipeak  of  peace. 

By  our  vigorous  efforts^   and  by  but  hold  daggers    in    their   hands, 

rhe  goodnefs  of  Divine  Providence^  They  invite  you  to  accept  of  blefs- 

thofe    cruel    invaders    were    driven  irigs,     ?.,ud    llain    youj-   habitations 

from  our  country  in   the  la ll  cam-  with  blood.     Their  voice  refembles 

paign.     We  then  flattered  ourfelves  the  voice  of  Jacob,  but  their  hands 

that  the  fignal  i'uccefs  of  our  arms,  are  like  the  hands  of  Efau. 

and  the  unanimity  and  fpirit  of  our  If  their                 intends  to  repeal 

people,  would  ha\e  indu^^ed  our  f  ;i:s  any  of  the  zcts  we  complain  of,  why 

to    dciill    from    the   profccutioa    of  are  they  not  fpecially  named  ?  if  he 

their  wicked  delignsy   and  dilpofcd  deligns  you  faall  be  free,  why  does 

their  hearts   to  peace.     But   peace  he  not   promile   that   the  cliiim  of 

we  had  not  yet  defervcd.     Exulta-  to   bind   you   in    all 

tion    took    place    of    thankfgiving,.  cafes  v^hatfccvei\  fni;li  be  given  uj> 

and  we   afcjibecl   that  to  otu   ov.'u  and  relinquifned  ?    if  a   realGnable 

prowefs,  which  was  oniy  to  l)e   at-  peace  was  intehded,  why             nor 

rributsd  to  the  Great  Guardian  of  impower  his  commiifioners  to  treat 

the  innocent,  with  the  Cougrefs,  or  with  deputies 

The  enemy,  with  greater  llrcngth,  from  all  the  alfemblies  ?  or  why  was 

again    invade    us.     Invade    us    iiot  not   fom.e  other  mode  de\ifed,    in 

lefs  by  their  arts  than  their  arms,  which  America  might  be  beard  ?  i's 

They  tell  you  that  if  you  fubmit,  it  not  highly  ridiculous  to  pretend, 

you    fliall    have   protection.     That  that  they  are  authorized  to  treat  of 

their    king    breathes   nothing   but  a  peace  between  Britain  and  Amc- 

peace.     That   he   Vvill   rc\'iie^  (not  rica,    with  every  man  they  meet  .^ 

repeal)  :',11  his           acts  and  iuftruc-  was  fuch  a  treaty  ever  heard  of  be- 

tions,  and  will  rccei\e  you  into  fa-  fore  ?  is  fuch  an  inftance  to  be  met 

vor.     But  what   are   the    terms  on  u  ith  in  the  hiilory  of  mankind?  No? 

which    yo\i    are    promifed    peace?  The  truth  is,   peace  is  not  mea.nf, 

ILive  you  hcai'tl  of  any,  except  a/i-  and     their  fpecious    pretence-    and 

fcl'!ie  iaici>niU/'()/;al obfJicfite  r.'i.-l /'er-vile  proclamations    are    calculated  only 

J'uh.iiiJJlon?    If                           site  liu-  to  difuuite  and  deceive. 

If 
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really  defired    plundered  with  their  more  defervo 

order  all  your    ing  neighbours  ?    But  in  this  world, 

as  in  the  other,  it  is  right  and  jull 

that  the  wicked  llaould  be  punilhed 

by  their  leduccrs. 

In  a  word,  if  peace  v/as  the  defire 
of  his  fhips  of  war,  and  compelled  of  your  enemies,  and  humanity 
to  fight  againll:  their  own  country-     their  objeft,  wiiy  do  they  thus  tram 


If  the 
peace,  why 

vefTels  to  be  feized  and  confifcated  ? 
why  command, 

that  the  men  found  on  board  fuch 
veflels  fhould  be  added  to  the  crews 


men  ;  to  fpill  the  blood  of  their 
neighbours  and  friends,  nay,  of 
their  fathers,  their  brothers  and 
children  :  and  all  this  before 
pretended  ambaffiidors  of  peace  had 
arrived  on  our  fhores !  Does  any 
hiftory,  facred  or  prophane,  record 
any  thing  more  more 

more  execrably  ,  or 

If  there  be  one  iingle  idea  of 
peace  ,  why  order 

your  cities  to  be  burnt,  your  coun- 
try defolated,  your  brethren  to 
ftarve  and  languilh,  and  die  in  pri- 
fons  ?  If  any  thing  was  intended 
befides  deftruftion,  devaflation  and 


pie  underfoot  every  right  and  every 
duty  human  and  divine?  Why,  like 
the  demons  of  old,  is  their  wrath 
to  be  expiated  only  by  human  fa- 
crifices  ?  Why  do  they  excite  the 
favages  of  the  wildernefs  to  murder 
our  inhabitants,  and  exercife  cruel- 
ties unheard  oi  among  civilized  na- 
tions  r  No  regard  for  religion  or 
virtue  remains  among  them.  Your 
very  churches  bear  witnefs  to  their 
impiety.  Your  churches  are  xikd^ 
without  hefitation,  as  jails,  as  ta- 
bles, and  as  houfes  of  fport  and 
theatrical  exhibitions.  What  faith, 
what   truft,    what   confidence,    can 


bloodflicd,  why  are  the  mercenaries  you  repofe  in  thofe  men,  who  are 

of  Germany  tranfported  near  four  deaf  to  the  calls  of  humanity,  dead 

thoufand  mites ;   they  plunder  your  to  every  fentiment  of  religion,  and 

houfes,  ravifli  your  wives  and  daugh-  void  of  all  regard  for  the  temples 


ters,  ftrip  your  infant  children,  ex- 
pofe  Avhole  families,  naked,  mifer- 
able  and  forlorn,  to  want,  to  hun- 
ger, to  inclement  fkijss  and  wretch- 
^ed  deaths  ?  If  peace  were  not  to- 
tally reprobated  by  ,  why  are 
thofe  pufilanimous,  deluded,  fer- 
vile  wretches  among  you,  who  for 
prefent  eafe  or  impious  bribes  would 


of  the  Lord  of  Holls  ? 

And  why  all  this  defolation, 
bloodflied,  and  unparalleled  cruel- 
ty? They  tell  you  to  reduce  you 
to  obedience.  Obedience !  To 
what  ?  To  their  fovereign  will  and 
pleafure.  And  what  then  ?  Why 
then  you  Ihall  be  pardoned,  be- 
caul'e  you  confent  to  be  llaves.  And 


I'ell  their  liberty,  their  children,  and     vvhy  ihould  you  be  flaves  now,  hav- 


their  fouls  J  who,  like  favages,  wor- 
fhip  every  devil  that  proiuifes  not 
to  hurt  them,  or  obey  any  man- 
dates, however  cruel,  for  which 
they  are  paid:  how  is  it,  that  thefe 
fordid  degenerate  creatures,  who 
bow  the  knee  to  ,  and  dai- 

ly offer  incenfe  at  ftirine,  fhould 
be  denied  the  peace  fo  repeatedly 


ing  been  freemen  ever  fince  this 
country  was  fettled  ?  Becaufe  for- 
footh  the  and  of  an 

illand,  three  thoufand  miles  otF, 
choofe  that  you  fliould  be  hewer's 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for 
them.  And  is  this  the  people  whofe 
proud  domination  you  are  taught  to 
lolicit  ?      Is    this   the  j)e:ice  which 


promifed  them  ?    Why  are  they  in-     fome  of  you  fo  ardently  delire?  I'&r 
difcriminately  abufed,   robbed  and    Ihamc  !  Forihame! 
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Bat  you  are  told  that  their  armies 
are  numerous,  their  fleet  ftrong,  their 
foldiers  valiant,  their  refources  great, 
that  you  will  be  conquered,  that  vic- 
tory ever  attends  their  ftandard,  and 
therefore  that  your  oppofition  is  vain, 
vour  rcfiftance  fruitlefs.  What  tlien  ? 
You  can  but  be  flaves  at  laft,  if"  you 
think  life  worth  holding  on  fo  bafe  a 
tenure. 

But  who  is  It  that  gives  viftory  ? 
By  whom  is  a  nation  exalted  ?  Since 
v»'hat  period  hath  the  race  been  al- 
v/ays  to  the  f.vift,  and  the  battle  to 
the  ftrong?  Can  you  be  perfuaded 
that  the  merciful  Kinq;  of  Kinp^s  hath 

o  o 

furrendered  his  crown  and  fceptre  to 
the  mercilefs  tyrant  ? 

And  committed  the  affairs  of  this 
lower  world  to  his  guidance,  controui 
and  diredlion  ?  We  learned  otherwifc 
from  our  fathers ;  and  God  himfelf 
hath  told  us,  that  ftrength  and  num- 
bers avail  not  againft  him..  Seek  then 
to  be  at  peace  with  him,  folicit  his  al- 
liance, and  fear  not  the  boalled 
ftrength  and  power  of  your  foes. 

You  may  be  told  that  your  forts 
have  been  taken,  your  country  ra- 
vaged, and  that  your  armies  have  re- 
treated ;  and  therefore  God  is  not 
with  you.  It  is  true,  that  fome  forts 
have  been  taken,  that  our  country 
hath  been  ravaged,  and  tliat  our 
Maker  is  difpleafed  with  us.  But  it 
is  alfo  true,  that  the  King  of  Heaven 
is  not  like  , 

implacable.  If  his  afliftance  be  iin- 
cerely  implored,  it  wilT  furely  be  ob- 
tained. If  v^'c  turn  from  our  fins,  he 
will  turn  from,  his  anQ-er.  Then  vvill 
our  arms  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  and 
the  pride  and  power  of  our  enemies, 
like  the  arrogance  and  pride  of  a  Ne- 
buchadnezar,  Vv'ill  vanifh  away.  Let 
us  do  our  duty,  and  vifcory  will  be 
our  reward.  Let  a  general  refcrrna- 
tion  of  manners  take  place.  Let  no 
more  widows  and  orphans,  compelled 
to  fly  from  their  peaceful  abodes, 
complain  that  you  make  a  market  of 
iheir  diurefs,  mi  take  cruel  advan- 


tage of  their  neceffitles.  When  your 
country  is  invaded,  and  cries  aloud 
for  your  aid,  fly  not  to  fome  fecure 
corner  of  a  neighbouring  fuate,  and 
remain  idle  fpedlators  of  her  diftrefs, 
but  fliare  her  fate,  and  manfully  fun- 
port  her  caufe.  Let  univerfal  charity, 
public  Ipirit  and  private  virtue,  be 
inculcated,  encouraged  and  pradiifed. 
Unite  in  preparing  for  a  vigorous  de- 
fence of  your  country,  as  if  all  de- 
pended on  your  own  exertions.  And 
when  you  have  done  thefe  things,  thca 
rely  upon  the  good  Providence  of  Al- 
mighty God  for  fuccefs ;  in  full  con- 
fidence that  without  his  bleffing,  all 
our  efforts  will  ine\'itably  fail. 

A  people  moving  on   thefe  folid 
principles,  never  have  been,  and  ne- 
ver will  be  fubjugated  by  any 
v.'hatever.     Ceafe   then  to  defire  the 
flefli-pots    of  Eg)'pt,  and  remember 
their  talk-mafters  and  opprefiion.    No 
longer  hejitate  about  rejedling  all  de- 
pendence ,  who  will  rule 
you  only  with  a  rod  of  iron.     Tell 
thofe  who  blame  you  for  declaring 
yourfelves  independent,  that  you  have 
done  no   more  tlian  what 
had   done  for  you.     That 
declared  you  to  be  out  of 
proteftion.     That  abfolved 
you  from                      .     That 
made  war  upon  you,  and  infl:ead  of 
became  de- 
n:ro}'er.     By 
became  independent  of 
If  you  are  wife,  you  will  always  con- 
tinue fo.     Freedom  is   now  in  your 
power.  Value  the  heavenly  gift.    Re- 
member, that  if  you  dare  to  neeledl 
or  defpife  it,  you  offer  an  infult   to 
the  Divine  Bellower.     Nor  defpair  of 
kcepirtg  it :  deipair  and  despondency    • 
mark  a   little  mind,  and  indicate  a 
groveling  fpirit. 

After  the  armies  of  Rome  had  been- 
repeatedly  defeated  by  Kannibal,  that 
imperial  city  was  bcfieged  by  this 
brave  and  experienced  General,  at 
the  lieadof  a  numerous  andviilorious 
army.  But  fo  far  were  her  glorious 
G  citizens 
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citizens  from  being  difmayed  by  the    felt  difparity,  they  have  never  thought 

'     "      '     it  prudent  to  give  us  battle,  though 
they  have  often  had  the  faireft  oppor- 
tunities.    True  it  is,  that  taking  ad- 
vantage   of    that,   critical   moment, 
when  our  forces  were  almoft  Jifband- 
ed,  they  have  penetrated  into  Jerfey, 
and  marched  a  confiderable  diliance 
witliout  beino-  attacked.     If  anv  are 
alarmed  at  this  circumftance,  let  therr^ 
confider,  that  we  do  not  fight  for  a 
few  acres  of  land,  but  for  freedom  ; 
for  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  mil- 
country  from  the  tyranny  of  Kings,     lions  yet  unborn.     Would  it  not  be 
They  invoked  the  protedlion  of  the    highly  imprudent  to  rifque  fuch  im- 
Supreme  Being,  they  bravely  defend-     portant  events  upon  the  iilue  of  a  ge 


.lofs  of  fo  many  battles,  and  of  all 
their  country;  fo  confident  in  their 
own  virtue,  and  the  proteftion  of 
Heaven;  tliat  the  very  land  on  which 
the  Carthagenians  were  encamped, 
was  fold  at  public  auclion  for  more 
than  the  ufual  price.  Tliefe  heroic 
citizens  difdained  to  receive  his  pro- 
tedlions,  or  to  regard  his  proclama- 
tions. They  remembered  that  their 
anceftors  had  left  them  free.  Ancef- 
tors  who  had  bled  in  refcuing  their 


ed  their  city,  with  undaunted  refolu- 
tion  they  repelled  the  enemy,  and  re- 
covered their  country.  Blulh  then, 
ye  degenerate  fpirits !  who  give  all 
over  for  lofr,  becaufe  your  enemies 
Jiave  m.arched  through  three  or  four 
counties,  in  this  and  a  neigbouring 
frate.     Ye,  who    bafely   fly  to   have 


neral  battle,  when  it  is  certain  Great- 
Britain  cannot  long  continue  the  war, 
and  by  protrafting  it,  we  cannot  fail 
of  fuccefs  ?  The  Britifli  Miniilry,  fen- 
fible  of  this  truth,  and  convinced  that 
the  people  of  England  are  aware  ot 
it,  have  promifed  that  the  prefent 
campaign  fhall  be  the  laft.  They 
the  yoke  of  flavery  fixed  upon  your     are  greatly  and  jultly  alarmed  at  their 


necks,  and  to  f.vear  that  you  and 
your  children  after  you  fhall  be  Haves 
for  ever.  Such  men  deferve  to  be 
ilaves,  and  are  fit  only  for  bcafts  of 


fituation.  A  country  drained  of  men 
and  money;  the  neceffity  of  fupplying 
fleets  and  armies  at  fo  great  a  diftance ; 
the  danger  of  domeftic  infurreftions ; 

burden  to  the  reil  of  mankind.  Happy     the  probability  that  France  will  take 

would  it  be  for  America  if  they  were 

Temoved  away,  inftead  of  continuing 

in  this  country,  to  people  it  with  a 

race  of  animals,  who  from  their  form 


.muft  be  clafiTed  with  the  hum.an  fpe- 
cies,  but  po/Tefs  none  of  thofe  quali- 
ties which  render  man  more  refpeft- 
able  than  the  brutes. 

There  never  yet  was  a  war,  in 
which  viftory  and  fuccefs  did  not 
fometimes  change  fides.  In  the  pre- 
fent, nothing  hath  ha|)pened   either 

fingular  or  decifive.     Inquire  difpaf-     great  importance,  fuppofe  it  was  taken 
fionately,  and   be   not   deceived   by    or  abandoned,  the  conqueft  of  Ame- 
rica v/iil  ftiil  be  at  the  fame  diftance. 


advantage  of  their  defencelefs  condi- 
tion ;  the  ruin  of  their  commerce  by 
our  privateers ;  thefe  are  circum- 
ftances  at  which  the  boldeft  are  dif- 
mayed. They  are  convinced  that  the 
people  will  not  remain  long  content 
in  fuch  a  dangerous  fitiiation.  Hence 
it  is  that  they  prefs  fo  hard  to  make 
this  campaign  decifive ;  and  hence  it 
is  that  we  fliould  endeavour  to  avoid 
it.  Even  fuppofe  that  Philadelphia, 
which  feme   believe   to   be  of  fuch 


thofe  artful  tales  which  emiflaries  from 
the  enemy  fo  induftrioufly  circulate. 
A   powerful  and  well   difciplined 
army,  fupported  by  a  refpeftable  fleet, 
invade  this  country.     They  are  op 


Millions  determined  to  be  free,  ftill 
remain  to  be  fubdued.  r>.lillions  who 
difdain  to  part  with  their  liberties, 
their  confciences,  and   the  happinefs 


pofed  by  an  army,  which  though  nu-    of  their  pollerity  in  future  ages,  for 
merous  and  brave,  is  quite   undifci-    infamous  proteftions  and  dilhonouri 


plined.     Notwithftanding  this  mani-    able  pardons. 


Bm 


( 

Bat  amidH  all  the  terror  and  dif- 
mav  wliich  have  taken  hold  upon  fome 
weak  minds,  let  us  confider  the  ad- 
vantages under  which   we  profecute 
the  prcfent  war.     Our  country  fup- 
plies  us  with  almoU  every  commodity 
which  is  neceflary  for  life  or  defence. 
Arms  and  ammunition  are  now  abun- 
dantly manufaftured  in  almoll  all  the 
American  ftates,  and  our  armies  will 
be  amply  fupplied  with   all  military 
llores.     We  have  more  fighting  men 
in  America  than  Britain  can  poflibly 
fend.     Our  trade  is  free,  and  every 
port  of  France  and  Spain  affords  pr'o- 
teftion  to  our  fhips.     Other  nation}^ 
invited  by  the  advantages  of  our  com- 
merce, willdoubtlefs  foon  follow  their 
example ;  and  experience  muft  con- 
vince the  moil  incredulous,  that  the 
Britifli  navy  cannot  exclude  us  from 
the  fea.  If  their  armies  have  invaded, 
ravaged  and  plundered  our  dominions, 
and  our  people  have  not  fuccefsfuily 
attacked  them  on  their  boalled  em- 
pire of  the  ocean,  have  not  our  pri- 
vateers  brought    into   the   ports   of 
America,  Britifh  property  to  the  a- 
mount    of  more    than    Eighteen 
Hundred     Thousand     Pounds 
fterling  ?  And  do  we  not  daily  receive 
the  moll  valuable  cargoes  from  foreign 
countries,  in  fpite  of  thofe  fleets  whofe 
colours  have  waved  in  triumph  over 
the  globe  '■■  The  article  of  fait,  about 
whicli  fome  of  you  have  been  uneafy, 
will    foon    be   fully    fupplied.     The 
fliores  of  America  are  v>'aihed  by  the 
ocean    for   more   than    2000    miles ; 
works    for  manufafturing   fait   have 
been  erefted,  and  proved  fuccefsful, 
and  many  cargoes  of  it  are  expelled, 
and  have  arrived  in  the  neighbouring 
ftates.      Provifions    of    every    kind 
abound  among  us.     From  our  plen- 
teous ftores  Great-Britain  hath  here- 
tofore fupplied  her  neceffities,. though 
fiie  nov/  moft  wantonly  and  ungrate- 
fully abufes  the  kind  hand  which  halh 
minillered  to  her  wants,  and  allevi- 
ated   her  diilrefs.     As  to  cloathing, 
the  rapid  encreaft  of  pur  manufac- 
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tures,    and    the   fupplies   we   obtain 
from  abroad,  quiet  all  fears  upon  that 
fubjeft.     By  the  moll  authentic  in- 
telligence from  Europe,  we  are   in- 
formed that  the  people  of  France  are 
ripe  for  a  war  with  Britain,  and  will 
not  omit  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
extending  their  commerce,  and  hum- 
bling their  rival.     Every  ilate  in  Eu- 
rope beheld  with  a  jealous  eye,  the 
growing  power  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
and  the  additional  Ib-ength  Ihe  daily 
received  from  this  amazing  continent : 
for  they  could  not  but  perceive,  that 
their  own  fecurity  was  diminifhed  in 
proportion    as    her   pov/er   to   injure 
them  increafed.     Whence  is  it  then 
that  fome  perfons  pretend  to  aflure 
you,    that   France,    Spain,    and  the 
other  European   ftates,  are  not   dif- 
pofed  to  favour  you .''  The  wife  and 
virtuous    of    all    nations    have   pro- 
nounced our  caufe  to  be  juft,  and  ap- 
proved the  manner  in  which  our  re- 
liftance  hath  been  conduced. 

Whoever,  therefore,  confiders  the 
natural  ftrength  and  advantages  of 
this  country,  the  diftance  it  lies  from 
Britain,  the  obvious  policy  of  many 
European  powers,  the  great  fupplies 
of  arms  and  ammunition  chearfully 
afforded  us  by  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards, and  tlie  feeble  and  deftitute 
condition  of  Britain  :  that  fhe  is  drain- 
ed of  men  arid  money,  obliged  to 
hire  foreign  mercenaries  for  the  exe- 
cution of  her  wicked  purpofes ;  in  ar- 
rears to  her  troops  for  a  twelvemonth's 
pay,  which  fhe  cannot  or  will  not  dif- 
charge ;  her  credit  funk ;  her  trade 
ruined  ;  her  inhabitants  divided  ;  her 
unpopular  ;  and  her  Minifters 
execrated ;  that  fhe  is  overwhelmed 
with  a  monftrous  debt;  cut  oil'  from 
the  vaft  revenue  heretofore  obtained 
by  taxes  on  American  produce  j  her 
Weft-India  Iflands  in  a  ftarving  con- 
dition ;  her  fhips  taken ;  her  mer- 
chants involved  in  bankruptcy ;  her 
defigns  againil  us  wicked,  unjuft, 
cruel,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  man^  purfued  with  implacable, 
G  2  unrelenting 
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unrelenting  vengeance,  and  In  a  man- 
ner barbarous,  and  oppofed  to  the 
iifage  of  civilized  nations :  whoever 
conliders,  that  we  have  humbly  fought 
peace,  and  been  refuftd  ;  that  we  have 
been  denied  even  a  l^earing  ;  all  pe- 
titions rejected ;  all  ourremonllrances 
djfiei^arded  ;  that  we  fis:ht  not  for 
conquefc,  but  only  for  fecurity ;  that 
our  caufe  is  the  caufe  of  God,  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  poflcrlty  :  whoever, 
we  fay,  Icrioufly  coniiders  thefe 
things,  muft  entertain  very  improper 
ideas  of  the  Divine  jullicc,  to  which 
we  have  appealed,  and  be  very  little 
acquainted  v>^ith  the  courfe  of  hum.an 
affairs,  to  harbour  the  fmallefl  doubt 
of  our  being  fuccefsful. 


Majefty,  Charles  ti\e  Firll,  lofl  his 
head  and  his  crov/n,  by  attempting  to 
enflave  his  fubjefts ;  and  his  Sacred 
Majeily,  James  the  Second,  was  for 
the  fame  reafon  expf"Iled  the  king- 
dom, with  his  whole  family,  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange  chofen  King  in  his 
fread.  The  Eng-liHi  were  too  wife  to 
believe,  that  the  perfon  of  any  tyrant 
could  be  facred;  and  never  fuffered 
any  man  to  wear  the  crov/n,  Vv'ho  at- 
tempted to  exercife  the  powers  of  roy- 
alty to  the  deftruftion  of  the  people, 
fi'om  whom  thofe  pov/ers  were  de- 
rived. This  praftice  is  not  only  con- 
fifrent  with  human  reafon,  but  per- 
feftly  confonant  to  the  will  and  prac- 
tice of  God  himfelf:   You  know  that 


Remember   the  long  and  glorious     the  Jews  were  under  his  peculiar  di- 


ftruggle  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
againft  the  power  of  Spain,  to  v^hich 
they  had  once  been  fubjeded.  Theii- 
extent  was  fmall,  their  country  poor, 
tlieir  people  far  from  numerous,  and 
unaccuftomed  to  arms,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  enemies. 
Spain,  at  that  time,  the  moft  pov/er- 
ful  kingdom  in  Europe  ;  her  fleet  for- 
midable ;  her  armies  great,  inured  to 
war,  and  led  by  the  beu  Generals  of 
the  age  ;  and  her  treafary  overflowing 
with  the  wealth  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 
endeavoured  to  enflave  them.  They 
dutifully  remoniirated  againft  the  de- 
fign  ;  their  petitions  were  treated  with 
contempt,  and  fire  and  fword  were 
carried  into  their  country  to  compel 
fubmiffion.  They  nobly  refolved  to 
be  free ;  they  declared  themfelves  In- 
dependent States ;  and  after  an  obili- 
nate  ftruggle,  fruftrated  the  wicked 
intentions  of  Spain. 

Switzerland  prefents  us  with  ano- 
ther inftance  of  magnanim.ity.  That 
country  was  oppreffed  by  cruel  ty- 
rants, and  left  to  their  defencelefs 
portion  of  freedom. 

Even  England,  whofe  Genius  now 
blufliesfor  the  degeneracy  of  herfons, 
hath  afforded  examples  of  oppofition 
to  tyranny,  which  are  worthy  to  be 
imitated  by  all  nations.     His  Sacred 


reftion  ;  and  you  need  not  be  inform- 
ed of  the  many  inftances  in  which  he 
took  the  crown  from  fuch  of  their 
Kings,  as  refufed  to  govern  according 
to  tiie  laws  of  the  Jews. 

If  then  God  hath  given  us  freedom, 
are  we  not  refponfible  to  him  for  that, 
as  v/ell  as  other  talents  ?  If  it  be  our 
birthright,  let  us  not  fell  it  for  a  mefs 
of  pottage,  nor  fufter  it  to  be  torn 
from  us  by  the  hand  of  violence  !  — 
If  the  means  of  defence  are  in  our 
power,  a-nd  we  do  not  make  ufe  of 
them,  what  excufe  fliall  we  make  to 
our  children  and  our  Creator?  Thefe 
are  queilions  of  the  deepeft  concern  to 
us  all.  Thefe  are  queilions  v/hich 
materially  affeft  our  happinefs,  not  in 
this  v/orld  but  the  v/orld  to  come 
And  furely,  "  if  ever  a  tell:  for  the 
trial  of  fpii-its  can  be  neceilary,  it  is 
now.  If  ever  thofe  of  liberty  and  fac- 
tion ought  to  be  diiHnguiflied  from 
each  other,  it  is  now.  If  ever  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  people  to  know 
truth  and  to  follow  it,  it  is  now." 

Rouze,  therefore,  brave  citizens ! 
Do  your  duty  like  men  1  And  beper- 
fuaded,  tliat  Divine  Providence  will 
not  permit  this  weftern  world  to  be 
involved  in  the  horrors  of  flavery. 
Confider  !  that  from  the  earlieil  ages 
of  the  world,  religion,  liberty,  and 

reafon. 
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reafon,  have  been  bending  tlielr 
courle  towards  the  fetting  fun.  The 
Holy  Gofpels  are  yet  to  be  preached 
to  thefe  wellern  regions,  and  we  have 
the  higheft  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
Almi^i'.ty  will  not  fuflcr  llavery  and 
the  Cfcfpel  to  go  hand  in  hand.  It 
cannot !  It  will  not  be  ! 

But  if  there  be  any  among  us,  dead 
to  all  fcnfe  of  honour   and  love   of 
their  country ;  if  deaf  to  all  the  calls 
of  liberty,  virtue,  and   religion  ;    if 
forgetful  of  the  magnanimity  of  their 
anceftors,  and  the  happinefs  of  their 
children  ;  if  neither  the  examples  nor 
die  fuccefs  of  other  nations,  the  dic- 
tates of  reafon  and  of  nature,  or  the 
great  duties  they  owe  to  their  God, 
themfelves,  and  their  pofterity,  have 
any  efteft  upon  them  ;  if  neither  the 
injuries  they  have  received,  the  prize 
they  are  contending  for,  the  future 
bleilings  or  curfes  of  their  children, 
the  applaufe  or  the  reproach   of  all 
mar.ldnd,  the  approbation  or  difplea- 
fure  of  the  great  Judge,  or  the  liap- 
pinefs  ormiieryconfequent  upon  their 
conduft,  in  this  and  a  future  Itate,  can 
move  them  ;  then  let  them  be  allured, 
that  they  defervc  to  be  Haves,  and  are 
entitled  to  nothing  but  anguifli  and 
tribulation.     Let  them  banifli   from 
their  remembrance,    the  reputation, 
the  freedom,    and  happinefs    which 
they  have  inherited  from  tlieir  fore- 
fathers.   Let  them  forget  every  duty, 
human  and  divine,  remember  not  that 
they  have  children,  and  beware  how 
they  call  to  mind  the  jullice  of  the 
Supreme  Being  :  let  tliem  go  into  cap- 
tivity like  the  idolatrous  and  difobe- 
dient  Jews,  and  be  a  reproacli  and  a 
bye-word  among  the  nations. 

But  we  think  better  things  of  you. 
We  believe,  and  are  perfuaded,  that 
you  will  do  your  duty  like  men,  and 
chearfully  refer  your  caufe  to  the  great 
and  righteous  Judge.  If  fuccefs  crown 
)'cur  elForts,  all  the  bleffings  of  free- 
dom will  be  your  reward.  If  you  fall 
in  the  conteii,  you  will  be  liappy 
vvith    God   and  liberty  in    Heaven. 


By  the  unanimous  order  of  the  Con- 
vention, 

Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Prefident. 
FtJi'j'Kill,  Ddc.  23,   1776. 


I'^jh-Kill,  Feh.  3. 

We  learn  that  in  New- York  the  in- 
habitants are  greatly  diilrefied.  Every 
article  of  provifion  is  fcarce  and  dear. 
A  perfon  j  uft  from  the  city  informs  us, 
that  the  loaf  which  formerly  fold  for 
8  coppers,  iells  for  24.  No  frefli 
butter  to  be  had,  only  Irifh  butter, 
very  ttrong,  at  three  f hillings  per  lb. 
oak  wood  at  5I.  per  cord.  The  Tories 
are  very  uneai y  on  account  of  General 
Heath's  army  being  fo  near  them  :  It 
is  laid  they  are  moving  feme  of  their 
eiFedts  out  of  the  city  to  Staten-Idand. 
O  fine  times !  who  would  not  fly  to 
New-York  for  protection  ? 

A  part  of  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Heath,  having  been 
for  fome  time  employed  in  bringing 
off  forage  from  that  part  of  the  county 
of  V/eltchefter  which  was  moft  ex- 
pofed;  having  eifetlited  their  defiga 
vv'ithout  the  leailoppohtion,  advanced 
as  far  as  Morrillania  and  Tippet 
Hill,  where,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
coniiernation  which  their  approach 
occafioned  at  New- York,  and  to 
aniufe  them.felves  v/ith  the  fears  of  tlie 
enemy,  they  difcharged  a  few  fhot  at 
F-.)rt  Independence,  and  drew  up  at 
Morri/lania,  as  if  with  a  defiirn  to 
crofs  Harlem  river.  From  the  great 
parade,  and  little  appearance  of  real 
itrength  diicovered  by  the  enemy,  as 
well  as  by  the  alarm  \vhich  our  ap- 
proach gave,  moil:  people  are  fatisiied 
that  an  expedition  againii:  New- York 
could  not  tail  of  iucceis. 

By  a  gentleman  juit  arrived  from 
head-quarters  we  are  infbr.ned,  that 
our  fcouting  parties  Itave  had  feveral 
fuccefsful  ikirmifhes  v/ith  the  enemy, 
near  VVoodLy.  idge  \  in  one  of  which 
we  took  1  I  prifoners,  and  Icilled  the 
Colonel  that  c jnunanded  the  enerny's 
party;  in  another  v/hicli  happened  on 
Saturday  hit,  we  dro\"e  a  parcy  of  the 
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enemy  for  near  two  miles,  and  killed 
about    ?,o  of  them,  when  we  unex- 

pedtedly  fell  in  with  their  main  body, 
and  were  forced  to  retreat  with  fonie 
lofs. 

He  alfo  informs  us,  that  feldom 
lefi  than  8,  and  fomctimes  2C  fol- 
diers  come  over  to  us  of  a  day,  as  they 
fay,  in  quelt  of  liberty. 

He  informs  farther,  that  fmce  the 
engagement  at  Princetown,  we  have 
taken  at  diii'erent  times  i  20  baggage 
waggons,  m.oft  of  them  loaded  ;  and 
that  the  enemy's  lofs  in  New-Jerfey, 
including  defertions,  is  computed  at 
about  4000  men. 

A  few  days  ago  a  Heffian  Major 
and  two  Adjutants  came  over  to  Ge- 
neral Waihington,  from  the  enemy  ; 
:iind  every  day  more  or  le^s  of  their 
foldiers  defert  and  com.e  to  us. 

Three  failors  were  brought  here 
yelterday,  who  were  taken  near  Frog's 
Point,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  their 
veflel. 

We  are  informed,  that  on  Wednef- 
day  lall  week,  his  Excellency  Gene- 
,ral  V/aihington  iflued  a  proclamation 
defiring  the  v.'hcle  army  to  be  in  rea- 
dinefo,  with  three  days  provifion, 
whence  it  is  conjefluredwe  Ihall  foon 
have  im^portant  news  from  head- 
quarters. 

We  are  well  informed,  that  a  party 
from  our  army  have  taken  40  wag- 
gons, loaded  with  ftores,  from  the 
regulars. 

Exlraci    of  a    letter  from    Peeks-Kill, 
Jan,   29. 

*'  Yefterday  Daniel  Strang  of  this 
county,  a  SPY  from  the  enem.y's  ar- 
my, was  executed  purfuant  to  a  fen- 
tence  of  a  General  Court  Martial ;  lie 
was  lurking  about  the  army  here,  and 
had  inliiling  orders  to  recruit  for  the 
enemy,  fcwed  in  his  breeches ;  which 
y^eie  found  on  him.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
his  puniilim.cnt  will  deter  others  from 
tlic  horrid  and  unnatural  adt  of  con- 
fpii  ing  againll  their  country  ;  and  aid- 
ing her  cruel  enemies,  in  committing 
every  kind  of  iniquity." 

Fti>,  9.  V/e  heurfrom  the  molt  un- 


doubted authority,  that  every  man 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  v/ithout  any 
dillinction,  was  obliged  todom.ilitary 
duty  in  Nevz-Ycrk.  Thus  are  thofe 
unhappy  wretches  whom  fear  pre- 
vented from  fupporting  their  country, 
driven  to  expofe  themfelves  to  greater 
dangers,  in  maintaining  the  tyranny 
of  their  new  mailers. 

Pi  evidence,   February  15. 
ExtraSi  of  a  letter  frctn  a  Gentleman  cf 

Difi'mdicn    in     Conneilicut,     dated 

Feb.  10. 

"  At  a  town  near  Brunfwick,  on 
the  ift  inilant,  700  of  General  Walh- 
ington's  army  had  a  fkirmiOi  with 
1000  of  the  enemy.  Our  troops  at 
firft  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
ground,  and  found  36  of  them  killed: 
but  a  reinforcement  coming  to  the 
enemy,  with  fome  field-pieces  (of 
which  our  troops  had  none)  our  de- 
tachment retreated,  with  the  lofs  of 
7  killed,  and  14  wounded." 

To  the  melancholy  picture  already 
exhibited  of  the  brutal  behaviour  of 
Britons  (who  vainly  boall  of  being 
"  ever  pre-eminent  in  mercy")  aided 
by  HefTian  and  Waldeck  mercenaries, 
in  New- York  and  New-  Jerfey,  it  gives 
us  pain  to  add,  that  they  have  not 
only  outraged  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity to  many  people,  who  were  fo  un- 
happy as  to  fall  into  their  hands, 
particularly  the  fair  fex,  but  have  de- 
graded tliemfeives  beyond  the  power 
of  language  to  expreis,  by  wantonly 
deilroying  the  curious  water-works  at 
New- York,  an  elegant  public  libraiy 
at  Trenton,  and  the  grand  orrery, 
made  by  the  celebrated  Rittenhoufe, 
which  was  placed  in  the  college  at 
Princetown,  — a  piece  of  mechanifm, 
whtich  the  moft  untutored  favage, 
ilaying  the  hand  of  violence,  would 
have  beheld  with  wonder,  reverence 
and  deliglit !  ~ — Thus  are  our  cruel 
enemies  w^arringagainll  Liberty,  Vir- 
tue, and  the  Arts  and  Sciences. 
ExtraSi  of  a  Utter  from  Paris,  dated 
March  8. 

"  The  King's  troops  burnt  the 
Library  at  '^^reuton,  and  deHroyed 

the 
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tiie  CcIIe<?e  at  Princetown,  with  the  Mr.  Talmani  informed  Capt.  Gardi- 

library  and  fine  orrery  made  by  Rit-  ner,  while  they  were  within  hail  of 

ten-hoiife,    the    befl:   in    the   world,  each  other,  upon  which  the  Englifh 

They  fliould  not  make  way  with  the  frigate  thought  proper  to  difmifs  the 

Sciences.     I    blame   them    for   this,  fchooner,  who  proceeded  on  her  voy- 


The  Marfhal  Duke  de  Richlieu, 
when  the  French  army  came  to  Got- 
tingen  (ia  Hanover)  fent  and  polled  a 
fafe-guard  at  the  Univerfity,  writing 


age  to  Jamaica;  and  the  two   fhips 

fleered  one  courfe. 

Nexv-London,   January  30,    ^IT] • 
At  the  adjourned  Superior  Court 


at  the  fame  time  a  polite  letter  to  the  held  in  this  place  lall  week,  the  fol- 

Heads  of  the  Colleges,  affuringthem  lowing  peribns  were  convided  of  the 

of  his  proteftion,  and  that  they  might  following  crimes,  viz. 
purfue  their  lludies,  with  all   confi-         Mofes    Dunbar,     of    Waterbury, 

dence,  in  quiet ;  for  neither  the  place  convidted  of  having  a  Captain's  com. 


nor  the  fludents  fhould  receive  from 
his  troops  the  leafl  ir.jury  or  molefla- 
tion ;  it  not  being,  he  faid,  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  French  nation  to  make 
war  againfl  learning  ;  tliey  left  that  to 
barbarians.  The  Univerfity  have  his 
name  to  this  day  in  the  highefl  vene- 
ration." 

Ntivport,   December  22. 
A  gentleman  arrived  in   town  on 
Saturday,  from  Boflon,  informs  that 
a  privateer  from  the   eaftward   had 
lately  taken  a   fliip  with   dry  goods, 
&c.  whofe  cargo  cofl  37,000  ilerling. 
The  follo-iving  is  the  Jubjiance  of  a  De- 
claration made  before  a  Magijirate 
at  yamaica.    ■ 

Captain  Talmafa,  late  of  Georgia, 
but    lall    from    Augulline,    in    the 
/'ciiooner  Peggy,  on  September  6,  be- 
tween Cape  Nichola  Mole  and  Cape 
Maize,   v,'as  boarded  by  the    Maid- 
ilone  Engiilh  frigate.  Captain  Gardi- 
ner, who  fired  tc  bring  them  to ;  at 
the  fame  time  a    French    frigate  to 
windward  bore  down  upon  him,  and 
fired  a  iliot  to  leeward,    hoilled  out 
their  pinace,  and  fent  their  firll  Lieu- 
tenant on  board  him,  who  very  par- 
ticularly inquired  if  his  vefl'el  was  frorn 
the  United  S/ajes  of  America,  and  if 
he  wanted  protection  ;    if  fo  he  was 
v/illing  to  render  him  his  fervices ; 
being  anfwered  in  the  negative,    lie 
flieered  off,  but  cci.tinued  at  a  fraall 
diilance,  during  the  time  Caot.  Gar- 
diner  was  examining  the  papers   of 
faid   fchooner,    cf  which   protection 


miflion  from  General  Hov/e,  and  in- 
lilling  men  to  ferve  in  the  minifterial 
army — fentenced  to  fufier  death,  but 
the  time  of  his  execution  is  not  fi::ed 
upon. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Yiets,  cf  Salif- 
bury,  convicted  of  aiding  and  aiiiil- 
ing  Major  French  ana  a  number  ot 
other  priibiiersin  making  their  efcapc, 
and  holdino-  a  tralterous  correfpcn- 
dence  with  tiie  enemy,  fentenced  to 
pay  20  pounds  to  this  itate,  and  luf- 
fer  one  year's  imprifonment. 

Gurdon  Whitmore,  of  Middle- 
town,  found  guilty  of  high  trealbn  by 
the  jury:  but  an  arreil  of  judgment 
being  plead  in  his  favour,  a  final  de- 
termination of  the  trial  was  put  oli' 
till  March  term. 

Solomon  Bill,  laft  from  Middle- 
town,  convicled  of  counterfeiting  tlie 
bills  of  credit  of  this  State. — Sen- 
tenced tofafFer  four  years  confinement 
in  Newgate  prifon. 

Bojion,  Feb.  16,  1777. 
By  a  perfon  lately  from  Halifiv, 
we  learn,  that  v/hen  the  HOWES 
Proclamation  was  profer'd  to  vhe 
American  prifoners  to  fign,  (notwith- 
flanding;  they  were  confined  on  board, 
a  guard-lhip,  and  told  that  Geueml 
Flowe  had  got  poifeilion  of  Philadel- 
phia,) they,  like  true  Americans,  to 
am.an,  nobly  difdained  to  doit. 

By  an  exprefs  from  Ticonderoga  ar- 
rived here,  lall  Tuefday,  vve  ic^r.i, 
that  the  lakes  for.  do  mH-s  together 
were  all  open  and  free  cf  ice. 

We 
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We  hear  that  a  veflel  is  arrived  at 
Dartmouth  from  the  Weil-Indies,  the 
mafter  of  wliich  informs  that  an  En- 
gliih  cruizer  had  taken  two  American 
veHels,  which  v.  ere  Frencli  bottomed  ; 
in  confequencc  of  which  a  French  fri- 
gate from  Martinico  failed  in  qiieftcf 
her,  toolc  her,  and  carried  her  into 
faid  port. 


BoJIon,  Dec.  20.  Commodore  Manly, 
in  tlie  continental  fhip  Hancock,  of 
32  guns,  is  come  round  to  Newbury 
Port. 

Lafl  Thurfday  arrived  in  town, 
from  tlie  continental  camps  at  New- 
York  tlie  Honour;:bie  Major  General 
Lincoln,  who  commanded  the  militia 
of  this  State,  which  were  fentas  a  re- 
inforcement for  two  months.  His 
eilablifiied  ooodch3ra(n:eras  a  civilian 
at  the  Board  of  Council,  a£luatea 
Colonel  Crafts  to  meet  him  a  few 
miles  out  of  town,  accompanied  by 
many  of  his  officers  on  horfeback,  who 
efcoited  him  into  Congrefs-llreet,  in 
imitation  of  the  Romans,  there  to  join 
tiie  fupreme  Senate  of  the  State. 

Lait  Sunday  a  number  of  prifcners 
(marines  and  failors)  arrived  in  tov/n, 
from  the  interior  parts  of  this  Stale 
and  Conneclicut,  and  on  Monday 
fet  off  for  M.irl>lchead,  in  order  to 
be  exchanged  for  a  number  of  our 
men,  v;^ho  lately  arrived  in  the  carte'l 
veflel s  there. 

Neiv-Lctidon,  Dec.  20. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  by  a 
Committee  which  came  here  lafl; 
week,  have  agreed  upon  the  exchange 
of  prifi^ners  in  tliat  State  for  a  like 
number  in  the  Britiili  fleet,  which  is 
TO  take  place  the  9th  inftant  at  this 
port.  An  exchange  of  prifoners  in 
^ihis  State  is  pofcponedfortheprefent. 

Jnnr.poHs,    {MarylauJ)   Dec.  26. 

The  Hon.  George  Plater,  William 
Paca,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Charles  Carrel!,  barrifter,  Thom.as 
Johnfon,  Charles  Carroll  of  Caroll- 
ton,  Tliomas  Stone,  Brice  Thomas 
Eeale    Worthlngton,    and    Thomas 


Contce,  Efquires,  o?  the  weflern 
fnore;  and  the  Hon.  Matthew  Tilg- 
ham,  Jofeph  Nicholfon,  Robert 
GoIdfDorough,  Turbutt  "Wright, 
James  Tilgham,  and  Samuel  Wilfon, 
Efquires,  of  the  eailern  Ihore,  are 
eiefted  fenators  for  this  State. 

On  Saturday  lafc  the  polls  were 
clofed  for  the  eleftion  of  delegates  to 
reprefent  Arne-Arnold  county  in  Ge- 
neral Aflembly,  when  Thomas  Til- 
lard,  Rezin  Hammond,  John  Hall, 
and  Benjamin  Galloway,  Efquires, 
were  eleficd. 

Williamjhurgh,    Dec.  20. 

Lafl:  Tuefday  George  Webb,  Efq. 
was  chofen  by  the  Legiflature  to  be 
treafurer  of  this  Commonv/ealth,  in 
the  room  of  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Efq. 
who  has  refigned  that  iroportant  trufi: 
(which  he  filled  with  much  honour 
to  himfelf,  and  applaufe  from  his 
country)  rather  than  forego  his  bell: 
fervices  as  a  delegate  in  Affembly,  at 
this  critical  conjunfture. 

Befides  the  fix  additional  battalions 
on  the  continental  eftablifhment,  our 
Affembly  have  voted  three  other  bat- 
talions for  the  defence  of  this  State, 
witli  1300  feamen  and  marines,  and 
the  principal  rivers  to  be  guarded 
Vvith  ftrong  forts.  It  is  not  doubted, 
therefore,  that  the  free  and  indepen- 
dent people  of  Virginia  will  fecond 
the  patriotic  views  of  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  by  entering  chearfully  into 
their  country's  fcrvice,  and  thereby 
bring  matters  to  a  profperous  and 
wifhed  for  iffue. 

Amongfl:  the  Worthies  who  have 
joined,  or  put  themfelves  under  the 
protedlion  of,  Howe  and  Company, 
at  Trenton,  we  find  the  names  of  the 
following  wo^v/perfonages,  viz. 

James  Gailov/ay,  Efq.  latea  Mem- 
ber of  tjie  Congrefs,  Speaker  of  the 
Pennfylvania  Senate,  and  printer  of 
a  public  news-paper  in  Philadelphia. 

John  Allen,  Efq,  (fon  of  the  cAe- 
lebrated  rhetorical,  impartial,  learned 
Judge,  whofe  men>.orywill  outlallthe 
iivc  mile  Hone)  late  a  Member  of  the 

Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia  Committee  of  Obferva- 
tion,  InTpedion,  &c. 

Andrew  Allen,  Efq.  (brother  to 
Jack)  late  a  Member  of  Congrcfs,  one 
of  tlie  Pennfylvania  Committee  of 
Safety,  and, 'at  the  fame  time,  a. 
fworn  advocate  for  George  III.  of 
Britain,  and  his  creatures. 

William  Allen,  Efq.  (brother  to 
Andrew)  late  a  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  continental  fervice,  which  Ra- 
tion he  refigned^ — not  becaufe  he  was 
totally  unfit  for  it,  but  becaufe  the 
Continental  Congrefs  prefumed  to  de- 
clare the  American  States  free  and 
independent,  without  firll  afking  the 
confent,  and  obtaining  the  approba- 
tion, of  himfelf  and  w//^  family. 


State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  onethoufand 

feven  hundred  and  feyenty-feven. 

An  A  C  T  to  prevent  Monoply  and 

Oppreffiqn. 

Whereas  the  avaricious  condufl  of 
many  perfons,  by  dailv  adding  to  the 
now  exorbitant  price  of  every  necef- 
firy  and  convenient  article  of  life ; 
and  encreafmg  the  price  of  labour  in 
general,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  and  effeftual 
itop  be  put  thereto,  will  be  Attended 
with  the  molt  fatal  and  pernicious 
confequences,  as  it  not  only  dif- 
heartens  and  dilaffefts  the  loldiers, 
who  have  nobly  entered  into  the  fer- 
vice of  their  country,  for  the  fupport 
of  the  beft  of  caufes,  and  dilb-effes 
the  poorer  part  of  the  community,  by 
obliging  them  to  give  linreafonable 
prices  for  thofe  things  that  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  their  very  exiftence, 
but  will  be  alio  very  injurious  to  the 
State  in  general. — And  whereas  the 
Committee  lately  impowered  by  this 
State  to  proceed  to  Providence  in 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  in  behalf  of  this 
State  theie  to  meet  with  Committees 
from  the  other  New-England  States  ; 
and  am.ong  other  things  to  confer 
upon  meafures  neceflary  to  prevent 
monoply  and  the  high  price  of  good"., 
and  the  uecefTaries  of  life,  and  for  re- 


gulation of  vendues ;  have  in  conjufic- 
tion  with  the  faid  Committees,  recom- 
mended that  rates  and  prices  be  fettled 
and  affixed,  by  an  aft  of  this  State,  to 
the  articles  herein  after  enumerated  : 
Be    it    therefore    enafled    by    the 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
in  General  Court  aflembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  That  from 
and  after  the  zSth  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven,  the  price  of  Farming  Labour, 
in  the  fummer  feafon,  fhall  not  ex- 
ceed  3s.  by  the  day,  and  found  as 
ufual,  and  fo  in  ufual  proportion  at 
other  feafons  of  the  year,  and  the  la- 
bour of  mechanics  and  tradefmen,  and. 
other  labour,   belide  what  is  herein 
hereafter  efpecially    enumerated    in. 
proportion  thereunto^    according    to 
the  ufages  and  cuftoms  which  have 
heretofore  been  adopted  and  praclifed 
in   this  State,  when  compared  with 
farming  labour. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  the  follow- 
ing articles  fhall  not  be  fold  for  a 
higher  price  than  is  herein  hereafter 
fettled  and  affixed  to  them  refpec- 
tively,  viz. 

Wheat.  Good  merchantable  wheat 
at  7s.  6d.  per  bnfhel. 

Rye.  Good  merchantable  rye  or 
rye-meal  at  5s.  a  buihel. 

Lidian  Meal.  Good  Indian  meal 
or  corn  at  4s.  a  bufhel. 

Sheeps  Wool.  Good  merchantable 
fheeps  wool  at  2s.  alb. 

Pork.  Freih  pork  well  fatted  and 
of  a  good  quality  at  4d.  halfpenny 
a  lb.  and  Salt  Pork  in  ufual  propor- 
tion according  to  the  price  of  fait. 

Beef.  Good  well  fatted  grafs-fed 
beef  at  3d.  a  lb.  and  ftall-fed  beef 
well  fated  at  4d.  a  lb.  and  beef  of  an 
inferior  quality  in  equal  proportion. 
Hides.  Raw  hides  at  3d.  a  lb. 
Raw  calf  Ikins  at  6d.  a  lb. 

Salt.  Good  merchantable  imported 
fait  at  10s.  a  bufhel.  Salt  manufac- 
tured from  fea-water  within  this  State 
at  1 2s.  a  bufhel, 

H  Rum. 
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Rum.  Good  merchantable  V/eil:- 
India  rum  at  6s,  8d.  a  eallon  by  the 
hogfhead,  including  the  cafk,  and 
6s,  icd.  by  the  barrel,  exclujlve  of 
the  barrel,  and  7s.  8d.  by  the  iingle 
gallon,  and  2s.  bv  the  quart,  and  fo 
in  proportion  for  a  lefs  quantirv,  ac- 
cording to  d;c  former  cuftoni  and 
ufages  for  retailing  fmaller  quantities, 
faring  an  allowance  of  one  penny  a 
gallon,  for  every  ten  miles  the  fame 
fhall  be  carried  by  land  carriage  from 
the  firft  port  of  delivery. 

New  England  Rum  at  3s.  lod.  a 
gallon  by  the  hogihead  or  barrel,  ex- 
clufive  of  13s.  4d.  for  the  hogihead, 
or  4s.  for  the  barrel,  and  4s.  6d.  by 
the  fmgle  gallon,  at  the  town  where 
the  fame  is  dillilled,  and  fo  in  like 
proportion  for  fmaller  quantities,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  and  approved  cuf- 
toms  for  retailing  fmaller  quantities, 
allowing  one  penny  each  ten  miles 
for  every  gallon  that  has  been  or  ihall 
be  tranfported  by  land,  from  the 
place  of  diilillery. 

Sugar.  Beft  Mufcovado  fugar  at 
54s.  a  hundred  by  the  hogfhead,  and 
three  pounds  by  the  fmgle  hundred, 
and  8d.  a  lb.  by  the  fingle'» pound  at 
the  place  where  it  is  firil:  landed,  and 
allowing  gd.  for  the  tranfporting  of 
every  cwt.  ten  miles  by  land  carriage. 
And  fugars  of  an  inferior  quality  in 
the  ufual  proportion. 

Molafles,  of  the  beft  quality,  at 
3s.  4d.  a  gallon  by  the  hogfliead,  in- 
cluding the  calk,  and  3s.  Sd.  by  the 
barrel,  exclufive  of  3s.  for  the  barrel, 
and  4s.  by  the  fmgle  gallon  at  the 
place  where  it  is  hrft  landed,  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  fo  in  proportion 
in  the  country,  allov.ing  one  penny 
a  gallon  for  every  ten  miles  tranfpor- 
tation  by  land  into  the  country,  or 
from  the  olace  where  it  is  fo  landed. 

Cocoa.  Beft  cocoa  at  fix  pounds  ten 
fhillings  a  cwt.  American  manufac- 
tured chocolate  is.  8d.  a  lb. 

Chcefe  manufadturcd  in  America 
6d.  a  lb. 
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Butter  at  lod.  a  lb.  by  the  fingle 
lb.  and  gd.  the  firkin. 

Peas  8s.  a  buihel.  Beans  6s.  a 
bufliel. 

Potatoes.  Potatoes,  commonly  call- 
ed Spaniih  potatoes,  of  the  bell  qua- 
lity, at  is.  4d.  a  buftiel  in  the  fall  of 
the  year,  and  not  more  than  2s.  in 
any  other  feafon,  and  other  potatoes 
in  ufual  proportion. 

Stockings.  Men's  beft  yarn  ftock- 
ings  6s.  a  pair,  and  in  that  propor- 
tion for  an  inferior  quality. 

Shoes.  Men's  ftioes  made  of  neat's 
leather,  of  the  beft  common  fort,  8s. 
a  pair,  and  for  others  the  like  price 
according  to  their  fize  and  quality. 

Salted  Pork  by  the  barrel  220  lb. 
in  a  barrel  ^.4  12s. 

Beef.  Beef  by  the  barrel,  240  lb. 
in  a  barrel,  /.3  14s.  6d. 

Cotton.  Cotton  3s.  a  lb.  by  the 
bag,  and  3s.  8d.  by  the  fingle  pound, 
at  the  port  where  it  is  firft  landed  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  the  like  allow- 
ance for  tranfportation  as  for  other 
articles. 

Oats.     Oats  zs.  a  bufhel. 

Flax.  Good  well  dre.Ged  mer- 
chant.able  flax,    is.  alb. 

Coftee.  Good  coffee  is.  4d.  a  lb. 
by  the  fingle  lb. 

Good  tried  tallow  yd.  halfpenny  a 
lb.  and  rough  tallov/  jd.  a  lb. 

Tow-Cloth.  Good  yard  wide  tow- 
cloth,  2s.  3d.  a  yard,  and  other  tow- 
cloth  in  proportion,  according  to  its 
width  and  quality,  and  the  price  of 
coarfe  linens  to  be  computed  after 
the  fame  rate.  ' 

Flannel.  Good  yard  wide  ftriped 
flannel,  3s.  6d.  a  yard,  and  other  flan- 
nels in  proportion,  according  to  their 
widths  and  qualities ;  and  other  wool- 
len cloth,  luanufafturcd  in  America, 
according  to  their  widths  and  qualities- 
Wood.  Green  oak  wood  brought 
from  the  country,  and  delivered  at 
the  door  of  the  buyer,  28s.  a  cord. 

Good  walnut  wood,  fo  delivered, 
30s.  a  cord. 

Good 
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Good  walnut  wood  brought  from 
the  fouth  fhore,  and  delivered  at  a 
wharf  in  Boiton,  28s.  a  cord. 

Good  oak  wood,  brouglit  from  the 
fouth  iliore,  and  fo  delivered,  24s.  a 
cord. 

Eafern  v.'ood,  in  confideration  of 
the  rifque  in  bringing  the  fame,  22s. 
a   cord,   delivered   at  the   wharf  in 
Bofton. 

Charcoal.  Good  charcoal,  is.  a 
bafket. 

Tanned  hides,  at  is.  ^d.  a  lb.  and 
curried  leather  in  ufual  proportion. 

Homefpiin  yard  wide  cotton  and 
linen  cloth  of  the  bell:  common  fcrt, 
33.  6d.  and  other  widths  and  quali- 
ties of  cotton  and  linen  in  like  pro- 
portion. 

Mutton,  lamb  and  vcal,  at  4d.  a  lb. 

Flour,  imported  from  the  fouthern 
States,  at  30$.  a  hundred. 

Flour,  manufactured  in  this  State, 
at  2^s. 

Horfe-keeping,  in  Boflon,  for  a 
night,  or  twenty-four  hours,  with 
Englifii  hay,  zs.  and  in  other  places 
in  proportion.  For  keeping  a  yoke 
of  oxen  the  fame  as  a  horfe. 

Teaming-work,  is.  6d.  for  every 
ton  weight  a  mile,  excepting  from 
Northampton  to  the  northern  army, 
for  which  may  be  taken  2s.  a  mile  for 
each  ton  weight. 

Turkeys,  dunghill  fowls,  and 
ducks,  to  be  fold  only  by  the  pound, 
at  5d.  a  pound. 

Geefe,  at  4d.  a  lb.  Milk,  at  2d. 
halfpenny  a  quart. 

Good  refined  iron,  at  50s.  a  hun- 
dred. 

Bloomery  iron,  at  30s.  a  cwt.  at 
the  place  of  manufaftory,  and  the 
fame  allowance  to  be  made  for  tranf- 
porting  of  iron  by  land,  as  is  allowed 
tor  other  articles. 

LivTroil,by  the  barrel,  4  s.  a  gallon. 

Blubber  refined,   3CS.  a  barrel. 

Englilh  hay,  of  the  beft  quality,  at 
5s.  a  cwt.  and  fo  in  proportion  lor  a 
meaner  quality  or  fort  of  hav. 

Good    merchantable    white   pine 


boards,  nottoexcced  4?;s.  a  thoufand 
in  Bolton,  and  other  lumber  in  pro- 
portion, and  the  price  in  other  parts 
of  tJiis  State  to  be  in  proportion 
thereunto,  according  to  ancient  cuf- 
toms  and  ufaf^es. 

And  be  it  enadled  by  the  authority 
aforciiiid.  That  the  prices  of  all  the 
articles  produced  in  America  herein 
before  enumerated,  excepting  thofe 
to  wlilch  the  prices  of  tranfportatiou 
are  aflixed,  Ihall  be  t;^en  and  deemed 
to  be  the  prices  of  fach  goods  and  ar- 
ticles in  the  town  of  EoSon,  and  that 
the  felectmen  and  comm.ittees  of  the 
fe\'cral  towns  in  this  State  fhall  be, 
and  hereby  are  impowered  to  affix  and. 
fettle  in  their  reipeilive  towns  what 
fuch  articles  and  goods  fliall  be  fold 
for  in  their  towns  rcfpectively,  ac- 
cording to  the  p'roportion  the  price 
fuch  goods  have  borne  in  fuch  towns, 
with  the  price  tliey  have  been  at  in 
the  town  of  Bollon,  according  to  the 
ancient  cuiloms  and  ufage  of  fuch 
tov/ns.  And  the  faid  felectmen  and 
committees  are  in  like  manner  im- 
powered and  directed  to  fetand  ellab- 
liih  the  prices  of  goods  herein  not 
enumerated,  according  to  tlie  pro- 
portion the  price  of  them  I  laveufuallv 
borne  in  their  refpedlive  towns  to  thofe 
herein  enumerated.  And  the  fddfe- 
feleftmen  and  committees  are  alfo  re- 
quired to  make  out  a  fair  liit  of  all 
the  articles  to  which  they  fiiall  affix 
prices,  and  to  polt  the  fame  vvith  the 
prices  by  them  fo  afTixcd,  up  in  fome 
public  place  or  places  in  the  town 
v>here  they  live,  and  alfo  to  retain  a 
lilt  of  I'uch  prices  to  the  clerk  of  iuch 
town,  there  to  remain  upon  record, 
and  fuch  prices  by  toem  aiuved  pur- 
fuant  to  the  duty  herein  cnioined  and 
power  hereby  gi\en  thera,  fhall  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  price  fet 
jmd  ainxcd  by  this  aft  in  fuch  town. 

And  be  it  alfo  enattcd.  That  in 
the  plantations  v/hcrc  there  are  no  fe- 
leftmen  the  committee  fliall  ha-\'e  fuch 
power,  and  be  required  to  perforin 
the  fame  duties  asfelo»^mcn  and  com- 

H  2  mittees 
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.  jnittees  have  within  their  towns  re-  warrant  to  any  {lieriff",  deputy  fherifF 

(peftively.  ^  or  conftable,  toimprefs  the  lame,  and 

And  be  it  farther  enafted  by  the  for  that  purpofe  in  the  day  time,  be- 

author.ity  aforefaid.  That  the  price  of  uveen  fun-rife  and  fun-fet,  to  break 

all  European    and  Eaft-lndia  goods  and  enter  any  warehoufes,  itores  or 

and  mercliandize  of  all  kinds,  which  other  places  where  fuch  goods  are  de- 

ihall  have  been  or  fhall  be  imported  pouted,  or  fufpefled  to  be  depofited, 

into  this  State,  as   alfo  of  all  fuch  and  to  take  and  apply  the  fame  to  the 

goods  which  have  been   or  fhall   be  ufe  aforefaid,  the  owner  thereof  be- 

brought  into  this  State  in  any  prize  ing  paid  the  price  at  which  fuch  goods 

velfel,  Ihall  not  exceed  the  following  are  fixed  in   this  ad,  and  in  cafe  the 

rates,  viz.  price  of  the   goods   fo  taken  is   not 

Woollen  goods,  coarfe  linens,  duck,  herein  fettled  and  fixed,  the  owner 
cordage,  ticklenburgs  and  cznabrigs,  fliall  be  paid  for  the  fame  at  a  reafon- 
fhall  not  be  fold  by  whclefale  at  a  able  appraifement  to  be  made  of  fuch 
higher  rate  than  in  the  proportion  of  goods,  by  three  indifierent  judicious 
S.2~^  fterb"ng,  for  v.hat  ufually  coft  men,  under  oath,  for  that  purpofe 
j^.  loo  fteiling,  in  that  part  of  En-  appointed,  one  of  them  by  thofe  who 
rope  from  whence  they  are  imported  ;  iifued  the  faid  warrant,  and  one  by 
and  any  other  goods,  wares  or  mer-  the  owner  of  the  faid  goods,  and  one 
chandize,  excepting  hem;>,  v/arlike  by  the  officer  direfted  to  execute  faid 
and  military  {lores,  im.ported  from  warrant;  but  if  the  owner  Ihall  de- 
thence  or  brought,  or  which  fliall  be  ciine  to  make  fuch  appointment,  two 
brought  into  any  port  in  this  State  of  the  faid  appraifers  Ihall  be  appoint- 
in  any  prize  veflel,  fhall  not  be  fold  ed  by  the  perfons  who  Ihall  execute 
at  a  higher  rate  from  the  prime  coft  as  fuch  warrant,  and  the  fum  at  which 
aforefaid,  than  in  the  proportion  of  the  faid  goods  ihall  be  ;ippraifcd  Ihall  * 
jC.250  fterling  for  what  coft  /,'.ioo  be  immediately  paid  as  aforefaid. 
fierling  in  Europe  ;  and  the  feller  by  And  be  it  ifurther  enadfed  by  the 
wholefale  fliall  make  out  a  bill  of  par-  authority  aforefeid.  That  if  any  ven- 
cels  at  the  fterling  coft  of  the  articles  due  mailer,  or  any  one  for,  or  under 
fold,  with  his  advance  thereupon,  and  him,  fhall  at  any  vendue  or  public 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  bearer,  under  fale,  fell  any  article  for  a  greater,  or 
penalty  of  the  fum  at  v/hich  fuch  ar-  higher  price  than  by  this  aiirt  is  limit- 
ticles  are  fo  fold  by  him  ;  and  the  re-  ed,  he  ihall  forfeit  the  liim  equal  to 
tailers  of  fuch  goods,  wares  and  mer-  that  for  v/hich  fuch  article  fhall  be 
chandize  ftiall  not  fell  them  at  a  higher  fold,  and  is  hereby  difqualified  from 
advance  th;in  20  per  cent,  upon  the  afting  at  any  time  as  an  auctioneer  or 
wholefale  price,  and  fhall,  if  requeiled  vendue  mailer,  and  in  cafe  he,  or  any 
by  the  buyer,  give  a  bill  of  parcels,  one  in  his  behalf,  fhould  prefume  to 
with  the  fterling  coft  and  the  advance,  aft  in  that  capacity,  he   fliall  forfeit 

And  be  it  further  enadled  by  ihe  the  fum  of  ^.;o  for  every  oflence, 
authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any  per-  And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 

fon  having  any  article  or  articles  ne-  authority  aforefaid.  That  every  per- 

ceffary  for  the  uf^of  the  American  ar-  fon  who  ihail  fell  any  of  the  articles 

my  or  navy,  fhall  with-hold  or  refufe  abcvcmcntioned,  at   a  greater  price 

to  fell  the  fame  for  a  reafonable  re-  than  is  lierein  fettled  and  fixed  for  the 

.ward,  in  fuch  cafe,  upon  complaint  fame,  or  others  not  enuincrnted  in  a 

thereof  ""iade' upon  oath  to  the  Coun-  manifeft  difpropordon  thereto,  upon 

cil  or  Board  of  War  of  this  State,  or  conviftion,  ihall  be  fined  for  every  ar- 

they  kn"o\viii:g;or  fufpefling  the  fime,  tide  ib   loid  of  tlie  price  of  twenty 

or  either  cf  them,  are  hereby  autho-  fhiilings,  or  ;inder  theiiim  of  iwtnty 

x\vA  ^nd  impovvered  to  ifiue  their  fliillings,  and  for  every  ar'dcle  c)i  a 

price 
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price  above  twenty  flilllings,  a  fum 
equal  to  that  for  which  inch  article 
fliall  be  fold— and  every  perfon  who 
ihall  take,  and  receive  for  his  fervice 
and  labour,  a  greater  fum  than  is  fet- 
tled, and  fixed  for  the  fame  in  and  by 
this  aft,  iliall  forfeit  and  pay  a  like 
fum  of  money  to  that  v/hich  he  fhall 
take  and  receive  for  fuch  fervice  and 
labour. 

y\nd  be  it  further  enaded.  That 
whoever  f'lall  fell  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandizes,  or  fhall  do  any  fervice 
or  labour,  at  a  greater  price  than  is 
fettled  and  fixed  thereto,  in  and  by 
this  aft  upon  credit,  fhall  not  main- 
tain any  adtion  for  the  recovery  there- 
of, but  fluiUbe  barred  therefrom.,  and 
the  perfon  againil  whom  any  adtion 
fhall  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
fuch  mor.ey,  may  plead  the  general 
iffue  thereto,  and  give  the  fpecial 
matter  in  evidence  to  the  jury. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  That  all  the  fines 
and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this  ail, 
fhall  and  may  be  recovered  in  any 
court  proper  to  try  the  fame,  within 
the  county  in  which  the  ofl^ence  fhall 
have  been  committed,  by  adion,  pre- 
fentment  or  indiftment ;  one  half 
thereof  to  the  ufe  of  this  State,  and 
the  reudue  to  the  profecutor,  together 
with  the  coils  of  profecution.  And 
all  grand  jurors  are  hereby  ilri«5liy 
enjoined  to  take  cognizance  of,  and 
to  make  due  prefentment  of  all  of- 
fences againft  this  acl:  which  fliall 
come  to  their  knowledge,  or  whereof 
they  S^all  receive  due  information. 

And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any  per- 
fon fliall  engrofs,  or  have  in  his  pof- 
feflion  by  purchafe  or  otherwife,  more 
of  any  article  in  this  aft  enumerated 
or  any  other  neceflr.ry  of  life  than  is 
neceflary  for  the  confumption  of  his 
own  family  and  immecliaLe  depend- 
ants, aiid  which  he  holds  with  an  ap- 
parent defign,  in  tiie  judgment  of  the 
major  part  of  the  feleftmen  of  the 
town  Vijicrc  he  ii\ e.s,  or  where  fuch 


article  fhall  be  to  fell,  trade  upon,  and 
not  for  his  own  confumption  as  afore- 
faid, and  fhall  rcfule  to  fell  and  dif- 
pofe  of  the  fame  for  the  common  cur- 
rency of  this  State  or  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  at  the  price 
affixed  and  fettled  by  this  aft,  or  by 
the  feleftmen  and  committee  in  pur- 
fuance  of  it,  and  complaint  being 
thereof  made  to  the  major  part  of 
faid  feleftmen,  by  or  in  behalf  of  any 
perfon  who  is  in  want  of  fuch  article 
or  articles  for  his  own  immediate  f  u]>- 
port,  the  fupport  of  his  family  or  im- 
mediate dependants ;  and  the  faid  fe- 
leftmen or  a  major  part  of  them,  be- 
lieving the  fame  to  be  true,  fhall  de- 
mand of  fuch  perfon  fo  rcfufing,  to 
fell  fuch  ajticle  or  articles  for  fuch 
price  as  is  affixed  by  this  aft,  or  by 
the  feleftmen  and  committee  in  pur- 
fuance  of  it;  and  if  fuch  perfon  fliall 
refufe  to  comply  therewith,  or  can- 
not be  found  to  have  fuch  demand 
made  of  him,  the  major  part  of  faid 
feleftmen  ihall  apply  to  fome  julHce 
of  the  peace  within  the  fame  county, 
for  a  warrant  to  open  any  llore,  ware- 
houfe  or  granary,  in  which  fuch  ar- 
ticle or  articles  mav  be,  or  othervvife 
to  take  pofleilion  of  the  fam.e :  and 
the  faid  juilice  ihall,  without  delay, 
make  out  his  v,?arrautdirefted  to  fome 
fheriit',  deputy  (hcritf  or  conlcable,  ui 
form  following,  viz. 
Suffolk,  fi"  To 

Greeting. 
/-^  TTZHERE.'iS  complaint 
/  Seal  I  V  V  is  this  day  made  to 
\  7  me,  by  A,  B,  C,'  D  and  E, 
^'  '  a  major  part  o£  the  ieleft- 
men  of  L,  in  the  faid  county  of  S, 
that  I  K,  of  faid  L,  (addition)  hath 
now  in  his  poireffion 
with  deiign  to  fell  and  trade  upon  the 
fame,  ?nd  which  is  not  by  him  de- 
figned  for  the  cojifamption  of  his  fa- 
mily or  immediate  deuendants ;  and 
that  the  faid  I  K,  does,  though  re- 
quefled  thereunto  by  the  Uiid  fcleft- 
men,  refulc  to  fell 

valliin   '^is 
;.  tate. 


thereof  to  N  O,   ci  Is., 
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State,  v.-ho  is  in  "Treat  necf  Titv  tlierc- 
fore  (for  the  fiipport  of  his  family  and 
im-mediate  dependants)  for  the  price 
fet  and  affixed  by  a  lav/  of  this  State, 
intitled,  "  An  Adl  to  prevent  mono- 
ply  and  oppreflion."  You  are  there- 
fore hereby  required,  in  the  name  of 
the  Government  and  people  of  the 
MaiTachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England, 
taking  with  you  a  major  part  of  the 
feleclmen  of  faid  L,  in  the  day  time, 
between  tlie  rifmg  and  fetting  of  the 
fun,  to  open  the  ftore  of  the  faid  I  E, 
or  as  the  cafe  may  be,  to  take  pof- 
.fei1;on  of  the  faid 

and  the  fame  deliver  to  the  faid  feledl- 
inen,  lo  the  intent  that  the  faid  felc£l- 
rr>en  may  Icll  ;.ind  deliver  to  the  faid 
N  O,  tj?,e  -^forefaid 
or  fo  much  of  that  article  as  the  faid 
ihj  O,  has  abfojutely  neceffity  for; 
2nd  >v'.:  are  to  make  true  return  of 
ti..'?  warrant  tome  as  foon  as  may  be, 
v..      your  doings  therein. 

>  n  under  my  hand  and    feal, 
thi-  day  of  in  the 

ye:  r  of  our  Lord,   177 

And  the  faid  feleftmen,  or  the 
riajor  part  of  them,  having  poffefiion 
of  iiich  article  or  articles  in  manner 
:;forefaid,  fnall  fell  and  deli,  er  to  fuch 
IK  :eflitous  pcrfons  named  in  fuch  v>'ar- 
rant,  fo  much  of  the  article  therein 
^neationcd,  as  he  itands  in  need  of 
£gv  the  fupport  of  his  family  and  im- 
mediate dependants,  at  the  price  af- 
fixed as  aforefaid,  and  after  deducting 
out  of  the  money  received  therefor, 
tlie  pay  for  their  own  fervice,  at  the 
rate  of  four  {hillings  a  day,  the  of- 
ficers lefal  fees,  and  two  fnilJings  for 
the  jufdce's  warrant,  and  (hall  pay 
the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  the 
perfon  who  owned,  or  pofTelled  fuch 
goods.  Provided  neverthelefs,  that 
the  faid  feiettmen  fliall  not  be  obliged 
cr  impowejed,  in  purfuance  of  this 
z^K,  to  fupply  any  perfon  as  aforefaid, 
who  has  by  him,  to  their  knowledge, 
any  of  the  articles  in  this  adl  enume- 
rated, or  any  other  neceilary  of  life 
more  than  he  flauds  in  njed  of  for  his 


own  confumption,  and  refufes  to  e.v- 
pofe  them  to  fale  for  the  prices  fet  and 
affixed  in  this  adl,  or  that  fliall  ne- 
gleft,  or  refufe  to  bring  them  to  mar- 
ket, according  to  his  ufual  caliom. 

And  be  it  furtlier  enaded.  That 
when  any  aftion  ffiall  be  brought 
againft  any  officer,  who  has  a  duty 
aiHgned  him  by  this  adi,  he  may 
plead  the  general  ifiue,  and  give  the 
i'pecial  matter  in  evidence  for  his  jufti- 
fication. 


Stats  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand 

feveii  iiundred  and  feventy-feven. 
An  A  C  T  to  prevent  the  atteiiing  of 
foldiers  for  fmall  debts  who  have 
inlifled  or  fuall  inlift  in  the  Conti- 
nental arm.y. 

Whereas  it  is  apprehended  that  di- 
vers perfons,  either  from  inattention 
to  the  public  good,  or  a  fpirit  inimi- 
cal to  the  liberties  of  America,  will 
arreft  and  imprifon  for  trifling  debts, 
many  foldiers  v/ho  have  inlifted,  or 
are  v/illing  to  inlift  into  the  Conti- 
nental army,  which  may  greatly  re- 
tard the  bufmefs  of  raifing  the  faid 
Continental  army : 

Be  it  therefore  enafled  by  the 
Council  and  Houfe  of  P^eprefentativcs 
in  General  Court  afiernbied,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  no 
foldier  who  has  inliued,  orfhall  inlift 
into  the  Continental  army,  fhall  be 
arrefted  at  the  fuit  cf  anv  creditor, 
from  and  after  the  feventh  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven,  uniefs  the  faid  creditor  make 
oath  before  fome  magiftrate,  that  the 
faid  foldier  is  juftly  indebted  to  him 
in  the  fum  cf  Ten  Pounds  Ten  Shil- 
lings more  than  ail  difcounts ;  and 
that  the  eftate  of  no  fuch  foldier  be 
liable  to  attachment  at  the  i'uit  of,  or 
for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors,  un- 
iefs their  debt  in  the  whole,  on  being 
afccrtr.ii-;ed  by  their  oaths  before  fuch 
magiftrate,  ihall  amount  to  more  than 
Forty-five  pounds. 

And, 


(     ^3     ) 


And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  when  any 
foldier  fhall  be  arrelled  contrary  to  the 
intent  of  this  ad,  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  juftice  of  the  peace 
within  this    State,    upon  complaint 
thereof  made  by  the  party  himfelf,  or 
by  any  his  fupericr  officers,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  fame  by  the  oath  of  the 
parties  or  otherwife,    and  upon  due 
proof  made  before  him  that  luch  fol- 
dier (o  arrefted,  was  legally  inliiled 
as  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  arrelled   contrary  to  the 
intent  of  this  aft,  he  fliall  forthwith 
difcharge  fuch  foldier  fo  inlilled,  by 
warrant    under   his    hand    and    feal, 
w  ithout   paying  any  fees ;    and   the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  any  fuch  civil 
fuit  or  procefs,  iliall  be  at  the  whole 
colt  and  expence  of  every  fuch  fuit  or 
procefs  brought  againll  any  inlifled 
foldier,    contrary    to   the  intent  and 
meaning  of  this   aft:   Provided  this 
aft  ihall  not  be  conilrucd  to  extend  to 
prohibit  the  colleftors  of  taxes  from 
collefting  fuch  taxes  as  are  or  may  be 
due  from  foldiers  fo  inlifled. 


State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand 

feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven. 
An  ACT  for  preventing  or  puniOiing 
crimes  that  may  be  commited 
againll  the  public  faf  ety,  below  the 
degree  of  treafon  and  mifprifion  of 
treafon. 

Whereas  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  Am.erica,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  inhabitants  thereof  from  that 
ruin  and  mifery  to  which  they  were 
deftined  by  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of 
Great-Britain,  did  upon  the  fourth 
day  of  July,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix,  declare  the  faid 
Colonies  to  be  free  States,  indepen- 
dent of  all  people  and  nations;  and 
whereas  fome  evil  minded  perfons 
within  this  State,  have  at  divers  times, 
by  words  and  aftions  endeavoured  to 
difcourage  the  people  thereof  from 
lupporting  faid   declaration,  as  alio 


in  their  oppofition  to  thofe  afts:  an  J 
meafures  of  the  King  and  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  uhich  induced  the 
Congrefs  to  make  fuch  declaration  : 

Be  it  therefore  enafted  by  the  Coun- 
cil and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in 
General  Court  ah'embled,  and  by  t\c: 
authority  of  the  fame.  That  if  any 
perfon  fhall  make  ufe  oY  any  expref- 
fions  in  preaching  or  praying,  or  in 
public  or  private  difcourfe  or  convcr- 
fation,  with    an  apoarent  defuni    to 
dilcourage  the  people  of  this  State,  or 
any  of  them,  from  fupporting  faid  de- 
claration, or   that  fhall  by  words  or 
aftions,  direftly  or  indireftly,  endea- 
vour to    fupport  or  juflify  the  mea- 
fures taken  by  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment  of  Great-Britain    againll    the 
American  States,  or  fliall  dilTuade  the 
people  of  this  State  or  any  of  them, 
from  fupporting   their  oppofidon  to 
faid  m.calures,  or  fhall  endeavour  by 
any   ways   or    means   to  prevent  the 
Continental  army  from  being  raifed, 
or  the  Continental  navy  from  being 
manned,  or  with  an  evident  deho-a 
to  prevent    the  railing  fiid  army  or 
manning  faid  navy,  fhall  difluade  or 
endeavour  to  prevent   any  perfon  or 
perfons  from  inlilHng  in  the  army  or 
navy  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  them,  or  fhall   ufe  any  means  to 
hurt  or  dclVroy  the  credit  of  the  pub- 
lic bills  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, or  of  this  State;  each  perfon  fo 
offending,  and  being  thereof  convift- 
ed,  fliall  pay  a  fine  to  the  ufe  of  the 
town  or  plantation  where  fuch  offence 
is   committed,  not   exceeding   Fifty 
Pounds,  nor  iefs  than  Twcniy  Shil- 
lings, at  the  difcretion  of  the  Court 
beibrewhom  the  conviftion  fhall  be, 
iind  fhall  recognize  fcr  his  good   be- 
haviour as    fuch    Court  fhall  order, 
and  fland  committed  until  fentencc 
be  performed. 

And  be  It  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  any  juflice 
of  the  peace,  upon  corrxplaint  made 
to  him  of  fuch  offence,  and  finding 
pr-jlampti'.':;  evideiice  that  the  fame  is 

true;. 
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true,  fhall  order  fuch  oiFender  to  find 
fureties  for  his  appearance  at  the  next 
Court  of  General  Seffions  of  the 
Peace,  to  be  held  in  the  county 
where  fuch  offence  is  committed,  and 
in  default  thereof,  to  commit  fuch 
oficnder  to  to  the  common  gaol ;  and 
ail  ilieriffs,  conftables,  grand-jurors, 
and  tything-men,  are  direfted  and 
enjoined  to  make  prefentment  and 
complaint  of  all  fuch  offences  as  ihall 
come  to  their  knowledge  refpeftively. 

Boflon,  Feb.  13,  1777. 
At  a  full  and  refpeftable  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  at  Faneuil- 
hall,  on  vcfterday,  they  appeared 
ananimous  in  their  refolutions  to  pro- 
mote the  falutary  intentions  of  the 


late   aft  to   prevent  monopoly,   &cc 

and  earneftly  recommended  it  to  all 

the  inhabitants  tliat  have  any  articles     rated  by  the  name  ci  Hutchin/cn  and 

more  than  they  want  for  their  con-     calling  the  fame  Barre 


An  A£l  for  repealing  an  Aft,  in-* 
titled.  An  Aft  for  altering  the  place 
by  law  appointed  for  holding  the  fu- 
perior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Affile  and  General  Gaol  Delivery, 
and  the  Courts  of  General  §eilions  of 
the  Peace,  and  inferior  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  madeand  enafted  by 
the  Great  and  General  Court  or  M- 
femblyofthis  colony  in  February  I ;  76. 

An  Aft  in  addition  to  an  Aft  pafled 
in  the  year  1694,  for  the  relief  of 
ideots  and  dillraftedperfons. 

An  Aft  for  incorporating  the  plan- 
tation called  St.  George's  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  into  a  town,  by 
the  name  of  Warren. 

An  Aft,  intitlsd,  An  Aft  for  dif- 
continuinp-  the  name  of  a  town  in  the 
county  of  V/orcefter,  lately  incorpo- 


fumption,  that  they  would  difpofe  of 
them  agreeable  to  the  prices  fixed  by 
the  late  regulating  aft,  as  they  v/ould 
regard  the  peace  of  the  town,  the  di- 
ftrefics  of  the  poor,  fixing  our  me- 
dium to  a  certain  value,  and  xtrength- 
ening  the  hands  of  Government  at 
this  important  crifis.    The  com.mattee 


An  Aft,  intitled.  An  Aft  fofeftab- 
lin-iing  a  naval  office,  and  for  afcer- 
taining  the  fees. 

An  Aft,  intitled  an  Aft  to  confirm 
the  titles  of  Benjamin  Tilcomb  and 
David  Richardfon,  to  a  certain  30 
acre  lot  of  land  in  Pearfontown,  fo 
called,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
of  correfpondence  were  defired  to  in-  originally  laid  out  for  a  fchool-lot, 
fcnn  the  committees  of  other  towns,  and  to  confirm  to  the  inhabitants  of 
of  the  proceedings  of  faid  meeting,  faid  Pearfontown,  certain  other  lands 
in  order  to  prevent  any  ill  imprefiions  voted  and  granted  for  the  fupport  of  a 
by  falfe  reports  Jnduftrioufly  circulated  fchool,  by  the  proprietors  of  laid  town- 
from  felfiiliviews,  crin  aid  to  the  ene-  fliip  in  lieu  of  faid  lot,  and  as  an 
mies  of  American  freedom  and  inde-  equivalent  therefor, 
pendcnce.  An  Aft  to  fupply  the  trcafury  with 

Saturday  lafc  the  General  Afiembly  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
cf  this  State  adjourned  to  Wednefday     pounds. 

the  fifth  day  of  March  next,  having         An  Aftforpreventing  the  operation 
pafi'cd  tlie  following  Afts  :  of  an  aft  made  anno  Domini,    1770, 

An  Aft  for  repealing  a  law  of  this  intitled.  An  Aft  for  the  reapealing 
State  m.ade  and  pafied  by  the  Great  the  feveral  laws  now  in  force  \Vhich 
and  General  Court  at  their  prefent  relate  to  the  limitation  of  perfoilal  ac- 
fefiion,  intitled.  An   Aft  to  prohibit     tions,  and  for  the  limitation  of  per- 

fonal  aftions  for  the  future,  and  for 
avoiding  fuits  at  law. 

An  Aft  to  fupply  the  treafury  with 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  fix  \huxx~ 
fand  and  four  hundred  pounds. 

An 


the  exportation  of  lumber  for  a  limit- 
ed time. 

An  Aft  for  making  and  emitting 
bills  of  public  credit  for  fifty  thoufand 
and  four  pounds. 
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An  Aa  for  making  and  emitting 
bills  of  public  credit,  to  the  amount 
of  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds. 

An  Ad  for  making  and  emitting 
bills  of  public  credit  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  thoufand  and  thirty-four 
pounds. 

An  Aft  for  dividing  and  fetting  off 
the  northerly  half  of  the  l.md  in  the 
ealt  precinft  in  the  town  of  Pownal- 
bbrough,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
into  a  feparate  precinft,  by.  the  name 
of  the  North  Precind. 

An  A&.  for  eredinp-  a  trad  of  land 
(called Fryburgh)  of  2 172  rods  fquare, 
lying  in  the  county  of  York,  which 
was  granted  as  a  townfhip  to  Jofeph 
Fry,  Efq.  A.D.  1762,  and  confirmed 
1763,  into  a  town,  by  the  name  of 
Fryburgh. 

An  Adl  for  apportioning  and  afTeff- 
ing  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy- 
one  pounds  one  fhilling  and  two-pence 
halfpenny,  upon  the  feveral  towns 
and  other  places  in  this  State  ;  aiid. 
alfo  for  affeffing  a  tax  of  kwew  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
feventeen  (hillings,  paid  the  reprefen- 
tatives  for  their  travel  and  attendance 
in  the  General  Court  in  the  year 
1775.  Alfo  for  afieiTmg  a  tax  of  forty 
pounds  one  Ihilling  on  the  town  of 
Hancock,  to  pay  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Court  to  go 
to  faid  town. 

An  Aft  againft  treafon  and  mifpri- 
^on  of  treafon,  and  for  regulating 
trials  in  fuch  cafes,  and  for  diredling 
the  mode  of  executing  judgments 
againft  perfons  attainted  of  felony. 

An  AH  for  preventing  or  punifh- 
ing  crimes  that  may  be  committed 
againft  the  public  fafety,  below  the 
degree  of  treafon  and  milpriuon  of 
treafon. 

An  A£l  for  providing  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  American  army  ;  wherein 
it  is  enadcd,  "  That  no  rank  or  fta- 
tiou  in  life,  place,  cmplovrnent  or 
ojFice  (except  as  is  therein  excepted) 
ihall  e.xcuie  or  exempt  any  psrfon 


from  ferving  in  arms  for  the  defence 
of  his  country,  either  by  himfelf  or 
fome  able  bodied  efteftive  man  in  his 
ftead,  or  in  cafe  of  his  ncgledl  or  re- 
fufal,  from  paying  the  fine  therein 
required. 

Council-Chamber,  Bofton,Feb.  i  J.  1 777. 
Ordered,    that    the  Seledlmen  and 
Committee  of  Correfpondence,  of  the 
feveral  towns  and  plantations  of  the 
counties   of   Berklhire,    Hamplhire, 
Worcefter,     Middlefex,     Barnftable, 
Flimouth,  Briftol,  Eftex,  York,  Cum-s 
berland  and  Lincoln,  to  whom  it  was 
recommended  by  arefolve  of  the  Ge- 
neral Court  of  the  twentieth  of  Januj 
ary  laft,  to  purchafe  and  coiled  the 
number  of  blankets  allotted  by  faid 
refolve  to  their  refpedive  towns  and 
plantations,    be  and  hereby  are  re- 
quired and  direded   immediately  to 
deliver  faid   blankets  to  the   mufter 
mafters  of  their  refpedive  counties, 
taking   their  receipts  for   the  fame. 
And  the  faid  mufter  mafters  are  di- 
reded  to  deliver  faid  blankets  to  fuch 
of  the  men  that  are  or  have  been  in- 
lifted  into  the  Continental  army,  who 
may  ftand  in  need  of  the  fame^  upon 
their  being  applied  to  by  any  ofiicer 
commanding  faid  men  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;     they   taking  receipts  of  faid 
men  for  what  blankets  they  deliver 
them :  and  the  muller  mafters  are  to 
make  return  to  this  Board,  once  in 
every  ten  days  of  the  number  of  blan- 
kets they  may  receive,  and  alfo  of  the 
number  they  may  have  delivered  out. 
And  the  feledmen  and  committees 
of  the  feveral  towns  in  the  county  of 
Suftblk,    are  hereby  direded  imme- 
diately to  deliver  what  blankets  they 
have  colleded,  to  the  Board  of  War. 

A  true  cony. 
Atteft.  JOHN  AVERY,  Dep.  Sec. 
State  ok  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Council-Chamber^  Bojlon,Feb.zz,'\'i'j']t 
Whereas  it  has  been  repreiented  to 
this  Board,  that  fome  of  the  ofticers 
lately  appointed  to  enlift  men  for  the 
fifteen  Continental  battalions  to  be 
raifed  in,  this  State,  have  been  offer- 
I  ing 


(     66    ) 


in^  the  ijoutity  allowed  by  this  State, 
to  perfons  belonging  to  feme  of  the 
other  United  States,  to  induce  them 
io  enter  into  the  fervice,  and  to  make 
up  the  proportion  of  this  State,  wliich 
is  a  pradlice  in  diredl  violation  of  the 
orders  of  this  State,  iflued  the  24th 
of  November  laft. 

Ordered,  therefore,  that  all  officers 
belonging  to  the  fifteen  battalions 
aforefaid,  be  and  hereby  are  fcriftly 
forbidden  to  perfiil:  or  continue  in  any 
fuch  practice ;  and  in  cafe  they  fhould, 
they  may  depend  upon  being  cafhier- 
ed.  And  muller  mafters  of  the  refpec- 
tive  counties,  are  hereby  direfled  not 
to  fufier  any  fuch  perfons  to  pafs  muf- 
ter  ;  and  to  be  extremely  careful  that 
the  men  they  mufter,  are  of  fufecient 
ftature,  and  able  body. 

A  true  copy. 
Atteft.  John  Avery,  Dep.  Sec. 
Br/io/i,  Fth.  !(;,  1777. 
The  Honourable  Conwrefs,  havino; 
judged  it  neceilary,  for  carrying  on 
the  prcfcnt  v/ar,  immediately  to  bor- 
row a  fum  of  money,  upon  the  credit 
of  the  United  States : 

It  is  therefore  expefted,  that  every 
friend  to  his  country,  and  the  rights 
of  mankind,  will  readily  depofit  in 
the  public  funds,  what  money  he  can 
fpare  from  his  neceflary  bufmefs,  as 
he  will  tliereby  render  eminent  fer- 
vice to  thefe  States. 

Loan  certificates,  or  Bank  notes, 
bearing  annual  intereft,  cr  4  per  cent, 
will  be  given  for  all  monies  fo  bor- 
rowed, figned  by  the  Continental 
Treafurer,  and  counter-figned  by  one 
of  the  Commifiioners  of  the  Loan 
Office. 

The  univerfal  credit  of  thefe  cer- 
tificates, i.nd  their  convenience  in 
carrying  on  commerce  through  the 
United  States,  muft  give  them  the 
preference  to  all  other  notes  or  bonds. 

The  following  Monument  was  erefted 
over  the  graves  01"  the  foUov/ing 
heroes,  who  were  inhumanly  mur- 
dered by  a  body  of  favages,  on  the 


IdeauxNoix,  in  June  laft,  by  or- 
der of  General  Sullivan,  tlien  Com- 
mander there. 
BENEATH  this  humble  SOD, 
Lie 
Captain  ADAMS, 
Lieutenant  CULCERTSON, 
And  2  Privates  of  the  6th  Pennfyl- 
vania  battalions. 

Not  hirelings but— Patriots. 

They  fell  not'm  battle  !  but  unarm'd. 
Were  bafely   murdcicd,    and   inhu- 
manly fcrJp'd, 
By  the    barbarous  emifiarles  of  the 

once juft. 
But   now   abandonn'd    kingdom   of 

Britain. 
Sons  of  America  !  red  in  quiet  here ! 
Britannia  blufh  I   Burgoyne  let  fall  a 

tear  ! 
But  tremble  Europe's  fons  with  favage 

race. 
Death  and  revenge,  await  you  v/ith 

difgrace. 
IHe  aux  Noix,  June  21,   1776. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
Head  garters,  Morris  Toivk,  Janu- 
ary 22,  1777- 
The  General  is  forjy  to  find  that 
the  late  general  order,  allowing  the 
plunder  taken  from  the  enemy  to  be 
divided  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors, 
has  been  miftaken  by  fome  and  abufed 
bv  others.  The  indulgence  was  grant- 
ed to  the  fcouting  parties  cnlv,  as  a 
reward  for  the  extraordinary  fatigue, 
hardlliip,  and  danger  they  were  ex- 
pofed  to  upon  thofe  parties.  The 
General  never  meant,  nor  had  an 
idea  that  any  of  our's,  or  the  enemy's 
ftore,  found  at  any  evacuated  poft, 
were  to  be  confidered  the  property  of 
thole  that  firft  marched  in.  Neither 
did  he  mean  that  any  public  ftores  dif- 
covered  by  any  of  the  fcouting  parties, 
fhould  be  appropriated  to  their  ufe, 
unlefs  they  found  the  enemy  in  the 
aclual  poileflion  and  difpolTeffed  them. 
Plunder  taken  under  fuch^  circum- 
ftances,  either  by  the  militia  or  the 
Continental  troops,    to  be  reported 
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by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
party  to  feme  of  the  Continental  or 
Provincial  Generals,  who  are  direfted 
to  have  all  the  proviiions  and  military 
fiores  fo  taken,  appraifed  by  the  Com- 
miilary  and  Quarter-Mailer  General, 
or  their  deputies,  and  the  party  paid 
the  value  thereof.  Such  articles  as 
are  taken,  not  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army,  to  be  fold  at  public  vendue, 
under  the  direftion  of  the  Quarter- 
Mailer  General,  or  fome  of  his  de- 
puties, for  tlie  benefit  of  the  captors. 

The  General  prohibits,  in  both  the 
jnilitia  and  Continental  troops,  in 
the  moll:  pofitive  terms,  the  infamous 
pradlicesofplundering  the  inhabitants, 
imder  the  fpecioiis  pretence  of  their 
being  Tories.  Let  the  perfons  of 
fuch  as  are  known  to  be  enemies  to 
their  country,  be  feized  and  confined, 
and  their  property  difpofed  of  as  the 
law  of  the  State  direcls.—  It  is  our 
bufinefs  to  give  protection  and  fupport 
to  the  poor  diftrefled  inhabitants,  not 
to  multiply  and  increafe  their  cala- 
mities. After  the  publication  of  this 
Order,  any  officer,  either  militia  or 
Continental,  found  attempting  to  con- 
ceal the  public  Itores,  plundering  the 
inhabitants  under  the  pretence  of  their 
being  Tories,  or  felling  at  vendue 
plunder  taken  from  the  enemy,  in  any 
other  m.anner  than  thefe  orders  direft, 
may  expedl  to  be  punilhed  in  the 
fevereft  inanner,  and  be  obliged  to 
account  for  every  thing  fo  taken  or 
fold.  The  Adjutant-General  to  fur- 
nilh  the  commanding  officer  of  each 
divifion  with  a  copy  of  thofe  orders, 
who  is  to  circulate  copies  among  his 
troops  immediately. 

A  true  cofy  of  General  Orders, 
J.  REED,  Adjutant-General. 
(General  Waihington's  proclamation 
in  laft  volume,  page  308,  fhouldhave 
been  dated  Jan.  25,   1777.) 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head  garters,    Morris    Toivn,     Fc' 

iruaty,    1777. 

The  General  informed  that  many 

frauds  and  abufes  have  been  commit- 


ted of  late  by  fundry  foldiers,  who 
after  inlilling  in  one  regiment  and 
receiving  the  bounty  allov/ed  by  Con- 
grefs,  have  defcrted,  inlilled  in  others 
and  received  new  bounties ;  for  pre- 
vention of  fuch  unjull  and  infamous 
pracTdces,  commands  and  llridiy  en- 
joins all  officers  of  the  Continental 
army  to  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours 
to  deteft  thofe  vv^ho  Ihall  be  guilty  of 
fuch  offencjes,  ^nd  them  having  ap- 
prehended, iheycaufe  to  be  f^iciuvith 
tried  by  a  General  Court- Martial, 
that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according 
to  their  crimes, 

The  General  thijiks  proper  tq  de- 
clare, that  this  ofTence  is  pf  the  moft 
enormous  and  flagrant  nature,  ^n<|. 
not  admitting  of  the  leaft  paliation  or 
ex'cufe ;  whoever  are  convifted  there^ 
of,  and  fentenced  to  die,  may  con- 
fider  their  execution  certain  and  ine- 
vitable. 

That  fuch  impofitions  may  be  lels 
prafticable.  e\  .'ry  otHcer  engaged  in 
the  recruiting  fervice,  is  required  to 
have  a  piece  of  blue,  red  or  yellow 
ribband,  or  tape,  fixed  in  the  hat  of 
each  Ibldier  recruited,  at  the  time  of 
inlillment,  which  he  fliall  comlantly 
wear,  under  pain  of  receiving  thirty- 
nine  lafhcs,  till  the  regiment  or  corps 
to  which  he  belongs  is  affembled,  and 
joins  the  army. 

Recruiting  Instructions. 
■  You  are  immediately  to  inlift  into 
the  fervice  c»f  the  United  States  of 
America  a'l  able-bodied  men,  who 
are  willing  to  enter  into  the  fer\'ice, 
on  the  following  terms,  viz. 

Firll,  You  are  not  to  in/:J}  any  iuf 
freemen,  able  of  body  and  under  tfie 
age  of  fifty ;  carefully  avoiding  all 
perfons  labouring  under  lamenefs  or 
other  defeats  of  body  prejudicial  to  the 
fervice ;  if  an  fuch,  or  boys  are 
brought  in,  the  officer  inlilling  them 
will  be  chargeable  v/ith  the  expencc 
they  may  be  to  the  public. 

Secondly,  You  are  not  to  inlifi  any 
dejerters  from  the  army  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  or  perfons   of  difaf- 

I  2  fected 
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fefted  or  fufpiclous  charafler,  the 
American  fervice  having  fuffered 
greatly  by  tlie  dejert'ton  of  fuch  ■per/ins . 

Thirdly,  You  are  to  inlift  to  ferve 
three  years,  or  during  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  war  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  American  States,  un- 
lefs  fooner  difcharged  by  proper  au- 
thority. 

Fourthly,  The  men  by  you  enlift- 
cd,  are  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the 
army,  publifhed  by  Congrefs  the  20th 
of  September,  1776,  and  are  to  fign 
thofe  articles. 

As  an  encouragement  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  (hail  inlift  into  the  above  fer- 
vice, you  are  authorifed  to  engage, 
befides  the  pay  and  provifions  now  al- 
lowed, 

Firft,  That  every  foldier  fhall,  upon 
being  approved  by  a  Major  General, 
a  Brigadier  General,  or  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  a  Brigade,  and  fome 
Surgeon,  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of 
twenty  dollars  and  a  fuit  of  cloaths, 
whicli  fuit  of  cloaths  fhall  be  given 
annually. 

Second,  He  fhall  alfo  be  entitled 
to  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  his  inlift- 
ment,  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  in  the 
fervice,  his  reprefentative  fhall  be  en- 
titled thereto. 

When  any  perfon  is  inlifled,  you 
are,  as  foon  as  convenient,  to  take 
him  to  fome  perfon  duly  authorifed  by 
the  above  articles,  to  adminifler  the 
oath  threin  prefcribed. 

To  encourage  the  brave  and  fpirit- 
ed  to  enter  into  the  fervice,  the  Ge- 
neral promifes  them  all  the  plunder 
they  fhall  take  from  the  enemy,  to 
be  equally  divided  between  the  officers 
and  men,  according  to  their  pay. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters,  17th  day 
of  December,   1776. 
ByhisExceilencyjG.  Washington. 


His  Excellency  General  Wafning- 
ton  ftridly  forbids  all  the  ofucers  and 
foidiers  of  the  Contineutal  army,  of 


the  militia,  and  all  recruiting  parties, 
plundering  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
ivbether  Tories  or  others  The  eft'ecls  A 
of  fuch  perfons  njj'iU  be  applied  to  public 
ufes  in  a  regular  manner  ;  and  it  is  ex- 
pedled  that  humanity  and  tendern&fs 
to  women  and  children,  will  diftin- 
guiili  brave  Americans,  contending 
for  liberty,  from  infamous,  merce- 
nary ravagers,  whether  Britifh  or 
Heffians.  G.  Washington. 

Trenton,  January  i,    177 7. 

Philade'phia,  Nonember  27.  The 
Honourable  Congrefs  have  promoted 
Monfieur  de  Roche  de  Fermoy,  a 
brave  and  experienced  ofHcer,  and 
formerly  a  Colonel  in  the  French  fer- 
vice, to  the  rank  of  a  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral. 

Saturday  laft  the  fhip  Sam,  lately 
commanded  by  Samuel  Richardfon, 
was  fent  into  this  port ;  flie  was  taken 
on  her  paffage  from  Barbadoes  to  Li- 
verpool, by  the  Continental  floop  In- 
dependence, Captain  Young;  was 
mounted  with  four  guns,  and  had  on 
board  20,000  dollars,  two  tons  and  a 
half  of  ivory,  and  100  bars  of  iron. 

On  Thurfday  laft  arrived  here  the 
fhip  King  George,  lately  commanded 
by  Edmund  Williams,  who  was  taken 
by  the  brig  Montgomery,  James 
Montgomery,  mafter,  bound  from 
Jamaica  for  London. 

Yefterday  afternoon,  at  the  review 
of  the  militia  for  the  city  and  liber- 
ties, nothing  could  exceed  the  zeal 
and  ardour  of  the  men,  who  unani- 
moufty  turned  out  volunteers,  to  ferve 
their  country  at  this  important  junc- 
ture. So  laudable  an  example,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  followed  in  the  other 
parts. 

At  eleven  o'clock  tlus  forenoon,  a 
very  large  and  general  town  meeting 
was  held  in  the  State  Houfe  Yard. 
The  Members  of  the  General  Aflem- 
bly,  and  Council  of  Safety,  v/ere 
prefent,  Mr.  Rittenhoufe,  Vice  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  being  in  the 
Chair.  The  intelligence  which  has 
been  received,  of  the  probability  of 

General 
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General  Howe  having  it  in  contenri- 
plation  to  invade  this  State,  was  laid 
before  the  cicizens,  and  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  Congreis  requefted 
the  militia  of  the  city,  and  fever al  of 
the  counties,  and  part  of  th:  milina 
of  each  cf  the  other  counties,  to  march 
into  New  Jeney  ;  thepea^.le  sxprefTed 
their  chearful  approbatit^n  of  the  mca- 
fure  by  the  moll  unanimous  acclama- 
tions of  joy  ever  t  bferved  on  any  oc- 
cafion  ;  and  the  jniiua  are  or.lercd  to 
be  reviewed  to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  anernoon.  General  Miihin  ad- 
drelTed  iiis  fellow  citizens  in  a  fpirilc.!, 
animating,  and  auedtionate  addrels, 
wiiich  was  received  by  them  with 
marks  of  approbation,  which  fhewed 
their  e'.leem  for,  and  confidence  in 
the  General 

P>r-'idrnctf  Nwv-  30,  1776.  Cap- 
tain Well,  in  the  privateer  Jofeph, 
has  taken  a  tranfport  Ihip,  that  left 
New- Ytrk  in  company  with  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  fail,  all  in  ballaft, 
bound  to  Europe,  under  convoy  of 
three  men  of  war.  Captain  Weil  has 
alfo  taken  a  Guineaman  that  had 
been  captured  by  a  Philadelphia  priva- 
teer,and  twice  retaken  by  the  enemy. 
The  privateer  that  hrlt  took  her,  it  is 
faid,  found  a  large  fum  of  money  on 
board,  which  was  fecured. 

Nf  'port,  December  z.  The  floop 
Providence,  Captain  Hecker,  arrived 
in  a  certain  port  lall  Wednefday  from 
a  cruize,  in  company  with  the  Alrrcd, 
having  talien  a  rich  Ihip,  a  brig  and 
fnow,  the  brig  we  mentioned  in  our 
laft  to  have  arrived  fafe  ;  and  it  is 
faid  the  Alfred,  and  the  other  two 
prizes,  are  lafe  in  port  at  the  Eait- 
ward. 

A  gentleman  arrived  in  town  on  Sa- 
turday from  Bollon,  informs,  that  a 
privateer  from  the  Ealhvard,  had 
lately  taken  a  fhip  with  dry  goods, 
&c.  whofe  cargo  coll  37,0001.  llerling. 

Providence,  December  28.  Another 
prize  taken  by  the  Alfred  is  arrived, 
after  having  been  re-taken  by  a  Bri- 


tilh  frigate,  and  again  captured  by  an 
American  cruizer. 

The  gentleman  taken  with  General 
Lee  was  formerly  a  Colonel  in  the 
French  fervice  ;  the  enemy  drove  him 
he^'jre  them  on  foot,  and  treated  him 
nuiih  every  ether  maik  of  indignity. 
His  name  is  Gayault. 

H-irtford,  December  30.  Laft  week 
the  Honourable  General  Spencer 
palled  through  this  town,  in  his  way 
to  Providence,  being  appointed  to 
command  on  that  ftation,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Honourable  General 
Lincoln. 

A  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Peck's 
Hill,  fays.  Our  brigade  have  been 
to  Hackinfack,  taken  200  Tories, 
killed  a  number,  and  made  prifoners 
of  30  regulars,  who  were  llationed 
there  as  guard.  We  alio  took  a 
bounty  worth  6  or  7000I.  confiiling  of 
wines,  rum,  &c. 

Philadelphia,  December  -^x .  By  the 
lail  advices  fi-om  the  Jerfeys,  Vv^e  learn 
the  enemy  are  every  wliere  flying  be- 
fore our  army,  who  frequently  take 
fmall  parties  of  them.  Since  the  af- 
fair at  Trenton,  it  is  faid,  we  have 
taken  four  hundred,  amongft  whom 
are  feveral  officers. 

Yellerday  morning  upwards  of  nine 
hundred  Heffians,  who  were  taken  at- 
Trenton,  were  brought  to  tins  city. 
The  wretched  condition  of  tliefe  un- 
happy men,  moftofwhom,  if  not  all, 
were  dragged  from  their  v/i^'es  and. 
families  by  a  deipotic  and  avaricious 
Prince,  muft  fenfibly  afte-fl  every  ge- 
nerous mind  with  the  dreadful  cHedb 
of  arbitrary  pov/er. 

Laft  Monday  feven  of  the  light 
horfe  belonging  to  this  city,  took 
nine  liglit  horfemen  from  the  enemy, 
near  Prince  Town,  without  firinp-  a 
gun. 

Laft  Thurfday  afternoon  Colonel 
Rohl  died  at  Trenton,  of  the  wounds 
he  received  that  morning. 


Bojloii,  January  6.  It  m.uft  afford 

great 
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great  fatisfaclion  to  every  lover  of  his 
country,  to  hear  of  the  rapid  fuccefs 
which  the  recruiting  parties  for  the 
Continental  army  have  niet  with  in 
this  and  adjacent  towns,  as  we  can 
aiTure  the  public  great  numbers  have 
voluntarily  enliiled  to  ferve  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  beginning  of  lail  week  the  pri- 
vateer fioop,  commanded  by  William 
Dennis,  fent  into  a  fafe  port  at  the 
fouthward,  the  CouatefjofEglington, 
a  brigantine  from  Greenock  in  Glaf- 
gow,  bound  to  Antigua.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  fchedule  of  the  cargo  on 
board  the  brigantine  Countefs  of  Eg- 
lington,  viz.  57  bales,  iio  boxes,  34 
calks,  2  chefts,  and  5  trunks  of  ha- 
berdalhery,  368  yards  printed  linen, 
1223  pounds  of  wrough^  leather 
Ihoes,  4513  pounds  green  glafs  bot- 
tles, 39  barrels  and  two  firkins  llrong 
ale,  6797  pounds  tallow  candles, 
2420  refined  fugar,  67,028  yards 
Britlfh  bounty  linen,  7410  yards 
Irifh  ditto,  44^8  yards  Britiih  ilrip'd 
and  check'd  ditto,  207  firkins  of  but- 
ter, 126  gallons  Portugal  wine,  and 
zio  bundles  of  iron  hoops. 

Philadelphia,  January  7.  This  day 
an  exprefs  arrived  from  General  Wafii- 
ington's  army,  at  Pluckemin,  Mor- 
ris county,  Eaft  Jerfey,  which  he  left 
lall  Sunday  night.  By  him  we  learn 
our  army  is  in  high  fpirits,  having 
had  various  engagements  with  the 
enemy,  in  which  they  have  been  vic- 
torious, and  have  taken  feveral  field- 
pieces,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  bag- 
gage, and  upvjardf  of  Jeijen  hundred 
pri/oners.,  amongft  whom  are  many 
ofiicers  of  rank  and  fortune. 
Extraii  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in 

the  army  to  his  friend  is  this  city, 

dated  Pluckemin,    Jafi.  ^,    1 777. 

"  We  have  a  number  of  ofiicers 
prlfoners.  I  am  juft  called  on  to 
command  the  infantry  at  the  fune- 
ral of  Captain  Leilie,  a  Britifn  ofiicer 
killed  at  Princetown.  We  bury  him 
with  military  honours^     On  tks  iield 


I  faw  lying  another  Captain,  of  the 
name  of  Moilyn. 

Philadelphia,  January  1 1 .  V/e  are 
informed  that  a  body  of  Jerfey  mili-^ 
tia,  under  General  Maxwell,  attacked 
and  defeated  one  regiment  of  High- 
landers, and  one  of  Heffian  troops, 
at  Spank  Town,  on  Sunday  lall. 
This  accounts  for  a  heavy  firing  heard 
on  that  day  by  diilerent  perfons  to- 
wards Princetown. 


Head  garters,  PhUadelphiat 
January  ll,    1777. 

The  General  orders  every  officer 
and  foldier,  either  in  the  Continental 
ai-my,  the  troops  of  this  Hate,  or  mi- 
litia (Colonel  Fleming's  regiment  ex- 
cepted) now  in  this  city,  to  aflemble 
in  the  Barrack-yard  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  ten  o'clock,  with  their  arms 
and  accoutrements,  under  pain  of 
being  fevcrely  punilhed  for  any  ne- 
gleft. 

Colonel  Fleming's  regiment  is  to 
parade,  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  New 
Market  in  Second-ftreet,  the  South 
end  of  the  city. 

The  troops  are  to  draw  three  days 
provifions  to-morrow  morning,  which 
are  to  be  immediately  cooked. 

John    Mitchell,  Adjutant- 
General  of  this  State. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  four 
waggons  Vv'ill  ihortly  fet  off  from  this 
city,  to  proceed  to  General  Walhing- 
ton's  head-quarters  in  New  Jerfey, 
by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety. — 
Such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
and  liberties,  as  choofe  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  opportunity  to  fend 
cloathingand  other  necelTaries  to  their 
friends  of  the  militia  now  in  fervice, 
are  defired  to  apply  immediately  to 
Jacob  Schreiner,  for  the  firft  batta- 
lion ;  Alexander  Todd,  for  the  fe- 
cond  ;  Wm.  Davis,  for  the  third  j 
and  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  the  ar- 
tillery companies. 

No  mere  than  twenty  pounds 
weight  will  be  received  for  any  one 

perfon, 


(     7 

perfon  at  the  cnnp,  nor  any  pay  de- 
manded for  carriage. — Jan.  lo. 

Baltimore,  January  14. 
Extraa  of  a  letter  from  a  General  Of- 
ficer in  the  Continental fr vice t  dated 

at  Trenton,  Jan.  9. 

"  A  regiment  of  Britifli  troops  nt 
Spankton,  fix  miles  below  Elizabeth 
Town,  was  attacked  on  Sunday  by  a 
party  of  Jerfey  militia;  the  encoun- 
ter continued  about  two  hours.—— 
Two  regiments  marched  up  from 
Woodbridge  and  Amboy,  to  reinforce 
the  enemy,  which  I  fuppofe  has  faved 
them.  The  remains  of  the  17th, 
40th,  and  55  th  regiments,  which  had 
been  engaged  at  Princetown,  and 
now  amount  only  to  250  men,  are  at 
Bonampton. 

**  Lord  Howe  lies  ill,  and  the 
Hefiian  General  fcratched  out  one 
half  of  his  hair,  on  hearing  of  the 
news  at  Trenton.  Ffty  H'-JJlans  were 
taken  prifoners,  and  carried  theotiier 
day  to  Morris  Town. 

"  We  loft  a  very  good  ofEcer, 
Capt.  Fleming,  of  the  third  Virginia 
battalion.  Within  ten  yards  of  the 
enemy  he  called  to  his  men,  "  Gentle- 
men, drefs  before  you  make  ready." 
The  Britifh  troops  blackguarded  our 
people,  and  damned  tlieni  ;  "  they 
would  drefs  them,"  and  gave  the  firft 
fire.  Our  men  placed  their  fire  fo 
well,  that  the  enemy  fcreamed  as  if 
fo  many  devils  had  got  hold  of  them. 
They  were  encouraged  by  their  of- 
ficers, and  advanced  with  their  bay- 
onets, but  were  forced  out  of  the  field 
by  the  braver  Americans." 

Jan.  22.  Lately  died  in  New  Jer- 
fey, Colonel  Ford,  jun.  of  Morris 
county.  This  gentlem.an  gallantly 
kept  the  field,  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  militia,  and  vvas  an  aclive  partizan 
in  his  country's  caufe,  until  he  was 
borne  down  by  ficknefs  and  fatigue  ; 
and  hi:  zeal  for  the  freedom  and  h:ip- 
pinefs  of  the  United  States,  was  ma-^ 
nifefted,  '•  in  the  evening  hour  of  de- 
parting life." 

The  followng  is  an  extracl  from 
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General  Hovv-c's  ordersno  Colonel  de 
Donop,  commander  of  the  Heflian 
cantonments  along  the  Delaware, 
whiclifell  into  our  hauwls  upon  the  late 
route  and  flight  of  the  enemy's  troops. 

*•■  All  fUted  and  meal  provifions, 
which  may  be  judged  to  exceed  the 
quantity  nece/Iary  for  the  fubhltence 
of  an  ordinary  family.  f^.iU  be  confidered 
as  a  mcgar-int  of  the  enemy,  and  feized 
for  the  King,  and gi'vtn  to  the  troops  a» 
ajanjing  for  the  public  T 

In  this  authentic  warrant,  granted 
by  the  humane  Mr.  Howe  to  a  HeC 
fian  plunderer,  for  ravaging  the  Jer- 
feys,  it  is  obfervable,  that  no  referva- 
tion  is  made  of  Tory  property ;  which 
occafioned  a  Quaker,  who  had  been 
pillaged,  to  exclaim,  "  Well,  God 
made  thcfe  men  ;  but  I  am  fure  the 
Devil  governs  thern." 

Jan.  16.  Since  our  laft fifty  Heffian 
ofHcers  and  foldiers,  who  were  lately 
made  prifoners  at  Trenton,  arrived 
here  from  Philadelphia. 

1\\  one  of  the  late  afticns  in  Jerfey, 
Mr.  Anthony  Morris,  an  oScer 
among  the  Phiiadelphia  allbciators, 
a  moli  worthy  citijem,  loil  his  life, 
bravely  ftru^eiing  for  the  freedoia> 
and  mdeoendenceof  his  countrv. 

Intelligence  received  in  Congrrss. 

Upon  the  evacup.tion  of  Elizabeth 

Town,  General   ^.laxweil  fell   upon 

the  enemy's  rear,  and  made  70  pri  - 

fcners,  and  took  a  narcel  of  bag-^af^e. 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  1 4.  Jt  is  faid 
Gen.  Keath  has  dell^royed  more  than 
a  hundred  Hat  bottomed  boats,  which 
lay  near  Elizabeth  Town. 

Laft  night  a  party  of  Waldeckers 
arrived  in  this  cit\ ,  v/ho  were  taken 
in  the  EaftJerfevo. 
Extraii  of  a  Utter  from  Mnjor  General 

Gates,  to  a  gentUman  in  this    city^ 

dated  M;rrifovjn,  Jan.  cj. 

"  Not  a  line  have  I  received  from 
you  fince  }  ou  left  us  at  Newtown— I 
am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  at- 
tentio/i.  —  W'-'re  I  act  fully  perfuaded 

that. 
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that  you  are  anx'ous  to  know  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  our  late  manoeuvres,  I  would 
jiot  have  wrote  you  a  fyllable  this  fort- 
night. I  almoll  think  the  author  of 
the  Criiis  a  prophet,  where  he  fays 
tlie  Tories  will  curfe  the  day  that 
Howe  arrived  on  the  Delaware.  I 
verily  believe  the  obfervation  is  com- 
ing true.  Tlie  two  late  aftions  at 
Trenton  and  Princetown  have  put  a 
verv     difterent     face    upon    affairs. 


the  8th,  loth,  and  iithinftant,  we 
have  the  following  authentic  intelli- 
gence, viz.  That  our  army  marched 
from  Pluckemin,  and  arrived  at 
Morriftown  on  the  6th,  that  Gen. 
Maxvv'ell,  with  a  ccnfidcrable  body  of 
Continental  troops  and  militia,  hav- 
ing marched  towards  Elizabeth  town, 
font  back  fur  a  reinforcement,  which 
having  joined  him,  he  advanced,  and 
took  pofleffion  of  the  town,  and  made 


{ 


Within  a  fortnight  pafl  we  have  taken     prifoners  7f/?)i  Waldeckers   and /or /j 


end  killed  of  Howe's  army  httfjeen 
tcLvc  and  three  thoujand  men — Our  lofs 
is  trifling — we  are  daily  picking  up 
their  parties — yejierday  ^mb  took  fenjenty 
fr:Jo)iers  and  thirty  leads  of  haggage. 

"  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  Phila- 
delphia militia ;  their  behaviour  at 
Trenton  in  the  cannonade,  and  at 
Princetown  was  brave,  firm,  and 
manly ;  they  were  broken  at  firft  in 
the  aftion  at  Princetown,    but    foon 


Highlanders  who  were  quartered 
there ;  and  made  prize  of  a  fchooner 
with  baggage  and  fome  blankets  on 
boai-d.  About  the  fame  time  one 
thoufand  bufliels  of  fait  were  fecured 
by  our  troops  at  a  place  called  Spank 
Town,  about  five  miles  from  Wood- 
bridge  ;  when  a  party  of  our  men  at- 
tacked the  enemy  at  that  place,  they 
fent  for  a  reinforcement  to  Wood- 
bridge,  but  the  Hejftans  abfolutely  re- 


formed in  the  face  of  grape-fliot,  and    fujed  to  march,  having  heard  we  were 
puihed  on  with  a  fpirit  that  would  do     very  numerous  in  that  quarter.     The 


honour  to  veterans,  befides  which 
they  have  borne  a  winter's  campaign 
with  a foldier-iike  patience.  General 
Cadvvallader  is  ii  brave  and  gallant 
oHicer." 


In  COUNCIL  of  SAFETY,  Phila- 
delphia, fanuary  14,  1 777. 
The  officers  of  the  militia  are  de- 
fired,  as  foon  as  they  arrive  in  town, 
to  make  a  report  thereof  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
deliver  in  a  return  of  die  number 
their  party  ccnfifts  of,  and  of  what 
ai'ms  and  neceflaries  they  Hand  in  need 
of,  thjit  the  Council  may  furnilh  them 
as  foon  as  poffible,  it  being  the  in- 


Eng'ifh  troops  at  Elizabeth  Town 
would  not  fuifer  the  Waldeckers  to 
ftand  centry  at  the  out-pofts,  feveral 
of  them  having  deferted,  and  come 
over  to  us. 

A  perfon  of  charafler,  who  lately 
left  New- York,  informs  that  the  in- 
habitants are  greatly  diftrell'ed  for 
want  of  fuel,  which  was  fo  fcarce, 
that  there  was  not  tree,  fence,  or  any 
piece  of  wood  Handing  for  feveral 
miles  back  of  the  town  j  and  that 
they  had  appropriated  certain  houfes 
to  that  ufe,  at  leall;  fifty  having  been, 
already  dellroyed. 

Gen.  Heath  is  on  his  march  to 
New  York,  with  a  large  armv. 

I'he  main  body  of  the  enemy  is  at 


tention  of    the   Council   of   Sr,fetv, 

as  well  as   the  General  commanding  Brunfwick;  they  have  alfo  fome  troops 

here,  not  to  march  the  militia  from  at  Amboy,  wliere   fome  men  of  war 

this  city,  until  they  are  equipped  in  and  traniportsare  colleded,  it  is  fup- 

the  bed  manner  the  clrcumftances  of  pofed,  to  take  off  the  baggage. 

,the  limes  will  admit.  Philadelphia,  fan,   18.  The  Hon. 

By  order  of  Council,  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland  have 

Thomas  Wharton,  jun.  Prefident.  appointed   Monday   the  third  of  Fe- 

Philadelphia,  Jan.    16.    By  letters  bruary  next,  as  a  day  of  folemn  fall- 

from  General  Waihington's  army,  of  ing,  humiliation  and  prayer,  through- 
out 
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Cutirthat  ftate,  agreeable  to  a  refolve 
of  the  Conorefs  of  the  i  ith  ult. 


tavern ;    then   draw    provifion 
their   utmoll  diligence   to  be 


ufe 
equip- 


This  week  four  troops  of  the  Vir-     ped ;    and,    when   ready   to   march. 


ginia  light-horfe,  commanded  by- 
Captains  Lee,  Nee,  Nelfon,  Jame- 
fon,  and  Temple,  arrived  liere. 

Laft  Sunday  evening  died  near 
Princetown,  of  the  wounds  he  re- 
ceived in  the  engagemeni:  at  that 
place,  on  the  3d  inftant,  HUGH 
MERCER,  Efq.  Brigadier  General 
in  the  Continental  army.     Oa  Wcd- 


give  notice  to  Colonel  Bull,  who 
will  give  his  Lord/hip's  farther  com- 
mands. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  16,    I777. 


Baltimore  t  J  an  wiry  12. 
/«  CONGRESS,  O^loherzx,  ijy6. 
Pcefoived,  That  every  officer  who 
holds  or  fhall  hereafter  hold  a  com- 
nefday  his  body  v/as  brought  to  this  mifflon,  or  office  from  Congrefs,  fhall 
city,  and  on  Thurfday  buried  on  the  iubfcribe  the  following  declaration, 
fouth  fide  of  Chrifl-Church  yard  Vv'ith    and  take  the  following  oath,  viz. 

military   honours,  attended    by   the  /'  "  I    • ,    do   acknowledge 

Council  of  Safety,  the  Members  of    the  Thirteen  United  States  of  Ame- 


Afiembly,  gentlemen  of  the  army, 
and  a  number  of  the  moll  refpeftable 
inhabitants  of  this  city.  The  uni- 
form charadler,  exalted  abilities,  and 
intrepidity  of  this  illuftrious  officer, 
will  render  his  name  equally  dear  to 
America,  with  the  liberty  for  which 
file  is  now  contending,  to  the  lateft 
pollerity. 

Ycfterday  the  remains  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Shippen,  who  was  killed  at 
Princetown  the  third  inftant,  glori- 
oufly  fighting  for  the  liberty  of  his 
country,  were  interred  in  St.  Peter's 
Church-yard.  His  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  the  Council  of  Safety,  the 
Members  of  Afiembly,  officers  of  the 
army,  a  troop  of  Virginia  light- 
horfe,  and  a  great  number  of  inhabi- 
tants. This  brave  and  unfortunate 
man  was  in  his  twenty-feventh  year, 
and  has  left  a  widow  and  three  young  any  oAer  office  whicli  I  may  hereafter 
children  to  lament  the  death  of  an  af-  hold,  by  their  appointment,  of  under 
feftionate  huftDandand  tender  parent,  their  authority,  with  fidelity  and  ho- 
his  fervanta  a  kind  mafter,  and  his  nour,  and  according  to  the  beil  of 
neighbours  a  fmcere  and  obliging  my  fkill  and  underftanding.  So  help' 
friend.  mc  God.     By  order  of  Congre/s. 

GENERAL    ORDERS.  John  Hancock,  Prefident. 

Every  officer   commanding  batta-    /«  CONGRESS,  "January  16,  lyyj. 


rica,  namely,  New-PIampiliire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Mand,  Ccn- 
neilicut,  Nev/-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
Carolina,  andGeoTgh,  to  te  Free,  In- 
dependent,  and  Sovereign  States,  and 
declare,  that  the  people  thereof  owe 
no  allegiance  or  obedience  to 

and  I  renounce,  refufe,  and  abjure 
any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him. 
And  I  do  fwear,  that  I  will,  to  the 
utmoll  of  my  power,  fupport,  main- 
tain, and  defend  the  faid  United 
States  again  ft  the  faid 

,  and  his  heirs  and  fuccef^ 
fors,  and  his  and  their  abettors,  af- 
fiftants  and  adherents^nd  will  ferve 
the  faid  United  States  in  the  office  of 
■ ,  which   I  now  hold,  and  int 


lions,  detachments,  or  companies  of 
the  militia  of  this  ftate,  v/hen  they 
arrive  at  this  city,  are  immediately  to 
make  written  returns  of  their  num- 
bers to  his  Excellency  Lord  STEP.- 
LING,  at  his  quarters  at  the  City 


P.efolved,  That  a  Committee  of 
feven  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
condudl  of  the  Britifli  and  Heffian  Ge- 
neral Officers,  towards  the  officers, 
foldiers,  and  mariners,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States^  and  any  other 

Ys  perfons 
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perfons  Inlirtbitants  of  thefe  States,  in 
their  pofiefTion  as  prifoners  of  war,  or 
othcrwife;  and  alfo  into  the  conduft 
cf  the  faid  Generals  and  Officers,  and 
die  troops  under  their  command,  to- 
wards the  fubjedls  of  thefe  States, 
and  tlieir  property,  more  efpecially 
of  the  States  of  Nevv-York  and  New- 
Jerfey. 

The  Members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.,  Heyward,  and 
Mr.  Smith. 

Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

Publifhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
CONGRESS    has  received  the  fol- 
lowing intelligence  from  the  army 
at  Pluckemin,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jerfey,  January  5.    1777. 
"  On  thefecondinftant  the  enemy 
began  to  advance  upon  ns   at  Tren- 
ton ;    and,    after   fome   ficirmifliing, 
the  head  of  their  column  reached  that 
place  about  four  o'clock,  whilft  their 
rear  was  as  far  back  as  Maidenhead, 
They  attempted  to  pafs    Sanpinck- 
creek,  which  runs  through  Trenton, 
at  different   places  ;  but  finding   tlie 
fords  guarded,  they  halted  and  kind- 
led their  fires.     We  were  drawn  up 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  creek-     In 
tliis  fituation  we  remained  till  dark, 
cannonading  the  enemy,  and  receiv- 
ing the  fire  of  the  field-pieces,  which 
did  but  little  damage. 

''  At  twehe  o'clock,  after  renew- 
ing our  fires,  and  leaving  guards  at 
the  bridge  in  Trenton,  and  other 
pafTes  on  the  fame  ftream  above,  v>'e 
marched  by  a  round  about  road  to 
Princetown.  We  found  Princetown, 
about  fun-rife,  with  only  three  regi- 
iTients,  and  three  troops  of  light-horfc 
in  it,  tv/o  of  which  were  on  their 
jnarcli  to  Trenton. — Thefe  three  re- 
gim^-nts,  especially  the  two  firll,  made 
a.  gallant  refillance ;  and  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  muji  ha-ve 
loft  Ji've  hund-ed  men.  Upwards  of 
one  hundred  cf  them  were  left  dead 
on  the  field  j  and  with  thefe  carried 


on  by  the  army,  and  fuch  as  were 
taken  in  the  purfuit,  and  carried 
acrofs  the  Delaware,  there  are  near 
thrte  hundred  prijoners,  fourteen  of 
'whom  are  c^icers — all  Britifly. 
.  "  Colonels  Hafelet  and  Porter, 
Capt.  Neal,  of  the  artillery,  Capt. 
Fleming,  who  commanded  the  firft 
Virginia  regim.ent,  and  four  or  five 
otiier  valuable  officers,  with  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty  privates,  were 
flain  in  the  field.  Our  whole  lofs 
cannot  be  afcertained,  as  many  who 
were  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  whom 
they  chafed  three  or  four  miles,  are 
not  yet  come  in.  We  burnt  the  ene- 
my's hay,  and  deftroyed  fuch  other 
things  as  the  occafion  Vv'ould  admit. 

"  From  the  bell  intelligence  we 
have  been  able  to  get,  the  enemy 
were  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  .'tppre- 
henfion  of  lofing  their  ftcres  at  Brunf- 
wick,  that  they  marched  immedi- 
ately thither  from  Trenton,  without 
halting,  and  got  there  before  day, 

*'  The  militia  of  the  Jerfevs  are 
taking  fpirit,  and  we  hear,  coming 
in  fafi." 

Morris To^wn,    "January  7,  1 777. 

"  The  enemy  have  totally  evacu- 
ated Trenton  and  Princetown,  and 
are  new  at  Brunfwick,  and  the  feve- 
ral  pofts  on  the  communication  be- 
tween that  and  Hudfon's  river,  but 
chiefly  at  Brunfwick.  Their  numbers 
and  movements  are  varioufly  report- 
ed ;  but  all  agree  their  force  to  be 
great.  There  have  been  tvv-o  or  three 
little  fkirmiihes  betv/een  their  parties 
and  fome  detachments  of  militia,  in 
which  the  latter  have  been  fuccefsful, 
and  miade  a  few  prifoners ;  the  moll 
confiderable  was  on  Sunday  m.orning, 
near  Springfield,  when  eight  or  ten 
Waldeckers  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  party,  thirty- 
nine  or  forty,  made  prifoners  with 
two  officers,  by  a  force  not  fuperior 
in  number,  and  without  receiving  the 
leail  damage." 

Publiihed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
Fhiladelphiay 
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PhilaJeJphh,  Jan.    1 8. 

The  following  officers  and  volun- 
teers,— viz. 

Majors— Meigs,  Bigelovv, 

Captains— Lamb,  Topham,  Thay- 
er, Morgan,  Ward,  Goodrich,  Hau- 
chett. 

Lieutenants— M'Dougall,  Comp- 
ton,  Clarke,  Webb,  Chriltopher  Fe- 
brJger,  Heth,  Savage,  Brown,  Ni- 
chols, Bruin,  Steel, 

Eniign  Tifdal, 

Volunteers Ofborn,     Duncan, 

Lockwood,  M'Guire,  i^orterfield  and 
Henry, 

who  were  lent  from  Canada  by  Ge- 
neral Carlton,  are  releafed  from  their 
parole,  others  of  the  fame  rank  be- 
longing to  the  Britifn  army  having 
been  exchanged  for  them. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  humble  fervant, 

ROBERT  HARRISON, 
Secretary  to  his  Excellency  General 
Walhington. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  23.  Within  thefe 
three  or  four  days  there  have  been  fe- 
veral  fldrmiflies  in  the  Eaft-Jerfies,  in 
which  our  troops  have  always  beat 
the  enemy.  About  three  miles  up 
tlie  Rarition,  from  Brunfvvick,  a 
party  of  our  army  attacked  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  took  near  Jit 
hund<  ed  head  of  cattle,  upwards  of  fifty 
•waggotis,  and  a  number  of  Englijh 
hor/es,  of  the  dray  breed,  which  were 
fo  exceflively  emaciated  that  they 
were  fcarce  able  to  walk. 

Philadelfhia,  "Jan  25.  This  day 
the  remains  of  Col.  JOHN  HASE- 
LET,  of  the  Lower  Counties,  vvcre 
interred  in  the  Old  Prefbyterian 
Meeting  yard,  with  military  honours. 
In  COUNCIL  of  SAFETY,  PhUa- 
delphia,   Jan,  22,  1777. 

Refolved,  That  Col.  Melcher, 
Barrack  Mailer  General,  be  direcled 
to  quarter  the  militia  upon  the  Non- 
Afibciators  in  this  city  and  liberties, 
and  on  all  Aflbciators  v/ho  have  not 
ferved  in  this  winter's  campaign. 
The  Council  particularly  recommend 


5     ) 

to  him  in  quartering  them,  to  propor- 
tion the  numbers  to  the  fize  of  the 
houfes  and  convenience  of  the  fa- 
milies. 

N.  B.  The  Commanding  Officers 
of  the  feveral  battalions  of  Afibcia- 
tors  in  this  city  and  liberties,  are  re- 
quefted  to  furailli  the  Barrack  Mailer 
General  with  a  return  of  the  names  of 
thofe  that  ferved  diis  winter,  for  his 
government. 

January  23,    1777. 

Ordered,  Thatthe  thanks  of  Ge- 
neral Wafliington  to  the  militia  of 
Pennfylvania  tranfmitted  to  this 
Board,  bepubliflied  in  the  public  pa- 
pers of  this  city. 

"  General  Walhington  being  in- 
formed that  the  time  fixed  by  the 
Hon.  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania for  the  fervice  of  part  of  the  mi- 
litia of  that  ftate  is  expired,  and  that 
fome  are  defirous  to  return  to  Penn- 
fylvania, agreeable  to  their  engage- 
ments, the  General  takes  the  earlieil 
opportunity  of  returning  his  moll 
hearty  thanks  to  thofe  brave  men, 
who  in  the  moil  inclement  feafon  of 
the  year  nobly  ftepped  forth  in  de- 
fence of  their  country. — The  Gene- 
ral acknowledges  with  pleafure  the 
fignal  fervices  done  by  the  militia  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  has  the  bell  rea- 
fons  to  expcA  the  fame  fpirit,  zeal 
and  adlivity,  which  lately  brought 
them  into  field,  will  induce  them  to 
come  forth  on  QMtxy  future  occalion, 
when  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
America,  and  their  own  flate  in  par- 
ticular, demand  it. 

'*  The  General  acknowledges  with 
additional  fatisfaxTiion  the  good  fer- 
vices of  thofe  battalions  who  have  de- 
termined to  remain  with  him  after 
the  expiration  of  tlieir  times  of  fer- 
vice. He  wifhes  not  to  detain  them 
a  minute  longer  than  he  thinks  abfo  • 
lutely  neceffary  to  the  fecurity  of  their 
country,  and  will  dilcharge  theni  as 
foon  as  he  finds  his  army  in  a  condi- 
tion to  admit  of  it. 

Fhiladflphia,   'J<w.  30.  Wc  are  in- 
K  2  forniedj 
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formed,  from  good  authority,  that 
many  cf  the  inhabitants  of  Monmouth 
county  in  New  Jerfey,  who  received 
written  protedlions,  are  nonv  deter- 
mined to  return  them  to  his  Britannic 
Majeily's  Ccmmillioners  in  car/rii^ges. 

London,  April  5.  The  Andrew  Dc- 
ria,  one  of  the  American  armed  vef- 
felo  of  T4  guns,  had  taken  a  King's 
Jloop  of  war  of  12  guns,  after  a  fmart 
engage.Tieii-..  By  the  American  ac- 
counts, publiihed  by  authority,  it 
appears,  that  the  Weft  Indiamen 
.taken  by  the  American  cruizers,  to 
the  I  £  of  February,  1777,  amounted 
to  7,50  fail,  valued  at  ieaft  at  two 
miliioiis  flerling,  exclufive  of  tranf- 
ports,  European,  and  other  veil'eis. 

Notwitnflanding  the  reports,  that 
Mr.  Jclm  Dickenion  (the  celebrated 
author  of  the  Farmer's  Letters,  &:c.) 
had  raifed  for  the  King's  fervice  2Qco 
inen  in  the  Delaware  counties,  and 
liad  put  him.felf  at  their  head,  the 
undcubted  fad',  upon  the  belt  autho- 
rity, is,  that  he  has- retired  with  his 
family  to  his  elcate  near  Dover,  about 
70  miles  frcrn  Philadelpiiia,  where  he 
no-vv  lives  in  perfeft  eafe,  and  in  ac- 
quiefcence  to  the  meafures  of  the 
Congrefs.  And  his  only  brother. 
Colonel  Dickenfon,  is  with  his  regi- 
ment at  Morris  Town,  under  Gene- 
ral Wafhhigton.  And  his  £rfc  coufm, 
Ge.i^ral  Cadv.ailader,  a  gentleman 
cf  immenfe  fortune,  is  alfo  with  Ge- 
r.eral  Waflangton,  and  commands 
the  Pennfylva.xia  forces.  The  fam.e 
authority  further  fays,  that  the  people 
cf  Philadelphia  were  in  the  higheft 
fpirits,  and  every  thing  wore  themoU 
favourrdile  afpeft. 

ExtraSi  of  a  letter  frotn  Bordentoivn, 
January  4,  1777. 
"  I  am  juft  arrived  with  hlajor 
Mifiiin,  from  an  expedition  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Jerfeys,  at  a  place 
called  MoniTjouth  Court  Hcufe.  We 
arrived  there  Thurfday  evening.  We 
were  informed  of  a  party  of  men,  con- 
filting  of  abgut  200,  under  the  com- 


mand of  Colonel  Morris.     We  there 
formed  our  party  {  r20  in  number)  in 
proper  order,  and  intended  to  attack 
them  in  town  about  half  an  hour  be- 
fore night.    Colonel  Morris,  itfeems, 
got  notice  of  our  arrival,  had  his  bag- 
gage loaded,  and  his  men  formed  to 
draw  oil"  for  Middle  Town,  about  18 
miles  from  the  Court  Houfe.     They 
accorJii.gly  puihed  ori'  from  the  town, 
and  got  away  about  half  a  mile  ;  we 
immediately  pufiied  af;er  them,  and 
they  halted.     We  came  up  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  night,  and 
engaged  them  ;  a  very  he3,vy  hre  was 
kept  up  on  both  fides,  and  the  enemy 
flood   us  about  eight  minutes,  then 
gave  way,  and  retreated  precipitately. 
At  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  and 
v/c  could  not  fee  what  lofs  the  enemy 
fultained.     On  our  fide  we  had  none 
killed.     We  marched  from  the  field 
to   tne  town,  and  lodged  there  that 
night.     The  next  morning  we  fent 
out  a  party  to  the  fieid  we  had  en- 
gaged in }  they    brought    four  dead 
bodies,  vv'hich  we  buried.     We  took 
during  the  engagement  twenty-three 
prifoners,  and  brought  them  to  this 
place.     We  alfo  took  feven  waggon- 
loads  of  llores,  &c.  and  twelve  hories." 
A  party  from  Colonel  Humpton's 
regiment,  who  are  ftationed  in  Weft 
New-Jerfey,  about  the  middle  of  this 
month,  went  to  Shrewlbury,  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  where  they  took  a  large 
quantity  of  cloth   and  other  ftores, 
colleclcd   there  by  a  fet  of  Tories, 
who   infeft   that   country,    many    of 
vvhicli  were  obliged  to  make  a  preci- 
pitate retreat  on   board  the  Englifh 
men  of  war. 

Baltimore,  'Jan.  16,  1777.  His  Ex- 
cellency Patrick  Henry,  Efq.  Gov^er-.. 
nor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virgi- 
nia, by  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil, hath  ifilied  a  proclam.ation,  dated. 
the  third  inftant,  ftriftly  enjoining 
and  requiring  all  the  natives  of  Great 
Britain,  who  were  partners  with  fac- 
tors, agents,  ftore-keepers,  or  clerks, 
in  that  CommoriweaUh;,  for  any  mer- 

cnant^ 
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cliant,  or  merchants,  in  Great  Bri-  fania,  the  family  vault  was  opened, 

tain,  ou  the  ;ll  day  of  January,  1776,  the   coffins    broken,    and  the    bones 

the  time  the  acl  of  tlie  Britlih  Parlia-  fcattered     abroad.       At     Delancey's 

mentforreilraining  the  trade  of  Ame-  farm,  tiiebodyofa  beautiful  young 

rica,  and  feizing  our  property  upon  lady,  whicli  had  been   buried  for  two 


the  water  took  place,  to  depart  the 
Commctsnx'eahh  nuith  their  goods  'u  ithin 
fo'-ty  dap,  except  fuch  of  the  laid  na- 
tives as  liave  uniformly  manifelted  a 
friendly  difpofition  to  the  American 


years,  was  taken  out  of  the  ground, 
and  expofed  for  five  days  in  a  moll 
indecent  m;uiner  ;  many  more  in- 
ftances  could  be  mentioned,  but  my 
heart  fickens  at    tlie  recolleftion  of 


caule,  or  are  attached  to  this  country,  fuch  inhumanity.  Some  pcrfons  try- 
to  believe,  that  it  is  only  the  HeiTians 
who  perpetrate  thefe   things,    but  I 


by   ha>'ing  wives   cr   children  here, 
agreeable  to  a  refolution  of  the  Ge- 
neral AiTembly,  &c.      In  the  mean 
time,  fuch  perions  are   at  liberty  to 
diipofe  of  their  goods  and  merchan- 
dize  to   any  perlbn   or  perfons  who 
may  be  willing  to  purchafe  the  fame. 
Morri:  'loxun,  Jun.  19,  I' 77.  Ge- 
neral Howe  has    difcharged    all  the 
privates,  vvho  were  prifbners  in  New- 
York  ;  one  half  he  ient  to  the  World 
of  Spirits  for  want  of  food — the  other 
he  liath  fent  to  warn  their  country- 


have  good  authority  to  fiy,  that  the 
Bri'din  vie  witli,  and  even  exceed  the 
auxiliary  troops  in  licentioufnefs. 
After  fuch  treatment,  can  it:  be  pof- 
fible  for  any  perfon  ferioufly  to  wilh 
for  areconciliation  with  Great-Britain. 
ExiraJi  cf  a  Utter  from  Rariton^  {Nevn 
Jerfcy)  Jan.  23. 
"  Laft  Monday  a  party  of  Jerfev 
militia,  confuting  of  about  4.00,  and 
about  50  of  the  Pennfylvania  rifle- 


men of  the  danger  of  falling  into  his     men,  marched  to  attack  a  body  of  the 


hands,  and  to  convince  them,  by 
ocular  demonftration,  that  it  is  infi- 
nitely better  to  be  llain  in  battle,  than 
to  be  taken  prifoners  by  Britiih  brutes, 
whofe  tender  mercies  are  cruelty. 
But  it  is  not  the  prifoners  alone,  vvho 
have  felt  the  effedls  of  Britiih  huma- 
nity. Every  part  of  the  country 
through  whicii  they  have  marched, 
has  been  plundered  and  ravaged.  No 
difcrimination  has  been  made  with 
refped:  to  Whig  or  Tory,  but  all  alike 
have  been  involed  in  one  common 
fate.  Their  march  through  New 
Jerfey  has  been  marked  with  the  moil 
favage  barbarity.  But  Weii-Cheiler 
witnefTeth  more  terrible  things.  The 
repofitcries  of  the  dead  have  e\er  been 
held  facred  by  tlie  moll  barbarous 
and  favage  nations.  But  here,  not 
being  able    to  accomplifli   their   ac- 


enemy,  confiiling  of  about  6co,  who 
were  ported  at  a  bridge  at  Miililone- 
river,  near  Abraham   Vanneffs  mill, 
v/hich  is  two  miles    from  Somerfet 
Court-houfe.     In  order  more  effec- 
tually to  prevent  our  men  from  crof- 
fing,    the  enemy  had  placed    threa 
field  pieces  on  a  hill,  about  50  yards 
from   the  bridge ;    when    our   men 
found  it  impofTible  to  crofs  there,  thev 
went  dov^/n  the  river,  broke  tlirough 
the  ice,  v/aded  acrofs  the  river  up  to 
their  middles,    flanked   the  enemy, 
routed  them,  and  took  43  baggage- 
waggons,   104   horfes,   115    head   of 
cattle,  and  about  60  or  70  Iheep.  We 
loll  4  or  5  men.     We  took   12  pri- 
foners, and  from  the  befi  accounts,  the 
enemy  had  24  or  25  killed  and  wound- 
ed.    A  man  who  came  from  Brunf- 
wick  this  afternoon,  fays,  the  enemy 


ccurfed  purpofes  upon  the  living,  they     allow  that  they  loil  35  or  36  men,  but 
wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  dead,     fay  the  rebels  Iclt  300.     There  were 


In  many  places,  the  graves  in  the 
church-yards  were  opened,  and  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  expofed  upon  tlie 
ground  for  feveral  days.     At  Morif- 


not  more  thaii  400  of  our  men  ci-ofied 
the  river:  tJie  eaemy  report,  that  they 
v.ere  attacked  by  3000  of  General 
Walhington's  troops  thefe,  and  were 

abfoiutely 
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abfblutely  certain  they  were  not  mi- 
litia, they  were  fure  that  no  militia 
would  fight  in  that  wa;/.  There  lias 
fceen  an  engagement  to  day,  the  guns 
were  heard  beyond  this,  but  we  do 
net  know  where  it  was,  nor  the  event. 
Our  army,  I  believe,  are  drawing 
rear  Eruniwick,  with  an  intention  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  pro- 
vifions ;  if  they  do  fo,  the  enemy  will 
be  obliged  to  leave  Brunfwick.  They 
(the  enemy)  do  not  pretend  to  fend  as 
a  foraging  party  lefs  than  5  00  or  600 
men." 

Baltimore,  Jan.   30,    1777. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen,   IVaJh- 

ington   to  Congrejs,  dated  far.,  22, 

1777. 

"  My  laft  was  en  the  zoth  inllant ; 
fince  that,  I  have  the  picalure  to  in- 
form you,  that  General  Dickinfon, 
with  about  400  militia,  had  defeated 
a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy  of  an 
equal  number,  and  have  taken  40 
waggons,  and  upwards  of  100  horfes, 
moil  of  them  of  tlie  Engliih  draft 
breed,  and  a  number  of  Iheep  and 
cattle  which  they  had  collefted. 

"  The  enemy  retreated  with  fo 
mtlch  precipitation,  that  General 
Dickinfon  had  only  an  opportunity  of 
making  9  prifoners ;  they  were  ob- 
feri'ed  to  carry  off  a  good  many  dead 
and  v.'cunded  in  light  waggons." 

This  aftion  opened  near  Somcrfet 
Court-houfe,  onMi'lftone-river.  Ge- 
neral Dickinfon's  behaviour  re/.ePis 
the  higheft  honour  upon  him,  for 
thoagh  his  troops  were  all  raw,  he  led 
them  through  the  river,  middle  deep, 
and  gave  the  enemy  fo  ie\ere  a  charge, 
that  altho'  fupponed  by  three  f.eid- 
pieces,  they  gave  way,  and  left  their 
convoy. 

Publillied  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 


Hartford,  fan.    27.  The  General 

An'embly,  in  their  laft  Seffion^  formed 
the  militia  of  this  State  into  fix  bri- 
gades. The  Hon.  David  V/ooller, 
and  Jabsz  Huntington,  of  Norwich, 


Efqrs.  are  appointed  Major-Gane- 
rals :  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Gur- 
don  Saltonitall,  Oliver  Vv'olcott,  Eraf- 
tus  Wclcott,  James  Wadfworth,  and 
Gold  Seleck  Silliman,  Efqrs,  Briga- 
dier-Generals. Lieut.  Col.  Hooker, 
of  Farmington,  is  appointed  Colonel 
and  Jefl'e  Root,  Efq.  of  this  town, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  an  independent  regi- 
ment. 

Extrail  of  a  Idler  from  Philips'' s  Ma^ 
nor,  dated  Feb.  I,  1777. 
"  Since  our  arrival  here,  have  been 
in  fight  of  the  enemy  every  day  at 
King's  Bridge  and  Fort  Lndepen- 
dence.  —At  our  firil:  coming  dcwn, 
we  encamped  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  in  an  open  field  for  fix  days, 
till  there  came  a  very  heavy  ftorm  of 
fnow,  &:c.  and  drove  us  back  to  the 
Manor  again,  and  now  have  got  a 
good  houfe  to  live  in  ;  but  how  long 
we  fnall  ftay  here  is  uncertain,  for 
ever  fmce  our  arrival  we  have  been 
marching  fometimes  to  the  enemy 
and  fometimes  from  them.  We  have 
had  no  proper  engagement  with  them, 
but  feveral  fmall  Ikirmifnes,  but  have 
not  loil:  one  man  out  of  our  regiment ; 
Col.  Thatcher  has  lolt  feveral.  Our 
regim.ent  is  on  this  fide  Fort  Inde - 
pendence,  and  two  regiments  on  the 
other  fide  :  this  fort  is  about  half  a 
m.ile  from  King's  Bridge,  on  York 
fide.  The  Heffians  have  got  a  breaft- 
work  hove  up,  through  much  diffi- 
culty ;  at  the  beginning  we  beat  them 
off  with  two  field  pieces,  but  the  next 
day  they  came  again,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  by  a  cannonading 
from  Fort  Walhington  ;  fince  that  we 
have  been  down  feveral  times,  but 
cannot  perfuade  them  to  come  cut  to 
us,  although  their  army  is  fuperior  to 
ours  ;  they  have  got  almolt  all  their 
troops  out  of  New- York  on  the  lines, 
and  in  the  three -forts,  to  prevent  our 
going  in  ;  for  in  the  morning  we  got 
dovy'n,  as  we  were  unexpefted,  put 
them  in  great  furprize  ;  at  break  of 
day  their  guards  were  all  in  confa- 
fion,  ibme  ran  one  way,  fome  ano- 
ther. 
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tlicr,  but  cculd  not  take  any  of  them 
priibners,  although  in  their  hurry 
they  left  their  baggage,  which  was 
very  confiderable ;  their  guard-houf^t 
are  »«tu  owr/— fince  our  departure 
from  Bofton,  General  Wafliington 
has  been  beating  them,  and  has  taken 
a  great  many  prifoners,  and  a  great 
deal  of  baggage,  and  continnes  fo  to 
do.  —  General  Putnam  has  taken  96 
ixjaggons  with  provifion  which  were 
goiug  to  Howe's  army,  and  Hoive  has 
fetJt  in  a  flag,  defiring  a  cejfation  of 
arms  till  April,  but  General  Wafli- 
ington fent  him  word  he  would  ac- 
complifli  his  defign,  and  then  there 
would  be  a  final  one  ;  and  it  feems 
very  probable,  for  the  day  we  were 
to  crofs  the  river,  he  fent  orders  for 
us  to  march  down  and  keep  them  in 
motion,  whilfthe  was  purfuingthem. 
General  Wafhington  has  got  a  fine 
?rmy  along  with  him,  and  plenty  of 
provifions  and  all  other  ftores.— Our 
company  are  all  in  good  health  and 
fpirits,  although  we  undergo  the 
hardfhips  of  lying  on  the  cold  ground, 
fometimeshave  a  houfe,  and  fome- 
times  none  ;  but  think  nothing  of 
hardfliips,  fo  that  we  fabdue  them, 
and  have  our  Liberty." 
Extraa  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of 

rank  in  the  Continental  army,  dated 

Morris  Toixin,  Feb    9. 

"  The  enemy  ftill  remain  at  Brunf- 
v/ick;  a  few  days  fmce  we  brought  off 
all  the  cattle,  horfes  and  carriages 
round  their  lines. — Yellerday  they 
fent  out  a  large  foraging  party  near 
Quibble-Town,  they  were  foon  drove 
in  upon  the  run  ;  their  lofs  is  not 
known  but  it  mull:  have  been  confider- 
able, as  our  people  kept  a  conftant 
fire  upon  them  for  fome  miles :  they 
never  got  the  leaft  article  of  forage. 
The  fpirit  of  defertion  prevails  in  a 
great  degree  among  the  enemy's 
troops,  both  Britifh  and  Heffians, 
fcveral  fcrjeants  and  corporals  have 
come  over.  Their  horfes  are  dying 
for  want  of  forage,  and  we  are  well 
informed  that  they  are  fhort  of  pro- 


vifions, and  that  their  c?.mp  is  filled 
with  murmurs  and  dillcnfions." 

Hartford,  Feb.  10.  Lait  Thurf- 
day  an  exprefs  came  to  town  from 
General  Wafiiington's  head  quarters, 
in  New  Jerfey,  who  informs,  that  on 
Saturday  the  ilHnft.  a  party  of  our 
men,  about  700  in  number,  fell  ia 
with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  faid  to 
be  about  1000,  with  three  field 
pieces,  at  Pifcataqua,  about  four 
miles  from  Brunfwick,  when  an  en- 
gagement commenced,  which  lafted 
fome  time ;  hut  the  enemy  ivere  at 
length  obliged  to  retreat,  leaving  about 
36  of  tlieir  men  dead  on  the  field. 
However,  being  joined  by  a  confi- 
derable reinforcement  from  their 
main  body,  with  three  additional 
field  pieces,  they  returned  and  re- 
newed the  attack,  when  our  people, 
being  overpowered  by  numbers,  were 
©bliged  to  retreat ;  in  both  aclions 
we  had  nine  men  killed  and  14  imound' 
ed.  The  enemy  were  at  the  above 
place,  procuring  forage  for  their 
horfes. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  13.  The  ex- 
prefs, who  arrived  here  yellerdav 
from  head  quarters,  gives  the  follow- 
ing intereiting  intelligence,  viz. 

That  v/hen  he  came  off  with  the 
difpatches  from  General  Wafhington, 
General  Green  brought  in  the  fol- 
lowing account,  that  300  of  our 
troops  were  Rationed  at  Quibble- 
Town,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Scott,  that  30CO  of  the  enemy  from 
Brunfwick  attacked  them,  which  ob- 
liged Col.  Scott  to  retreat  about  a 
mile  and  a  half,  that  being  reinforced 
by  a  party  of  Lord  Stirling's  army, 
with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  they  re- 
newed the  engagement,  obliged  the 
eftemy  to  retreat  'uuitb  the  Icjs  ?/"  300 
left  d;ad  on  the  fiel'',  and  100  taken 
prifoners  ;  and  were  in  purfuit  of  tliem 
when  General  Green  came  away. 

That  deferters  from  the  enemy  in- 
form, that  their  army  are  on  half  al- 
lowance, and  their  horfes  dying  for 
want  of  fodder. 

Lall: 


(     So     ) 

Laft   Saturday  fix  of  the  enemy's     fair  fo  extraordinary  is,  tliat  we  had 


not  a  fmgle  man  either  killed  or 
wounded  ;  fuch  wretched  Jhoottrs  are 
Britifh  foldiers.  The  enemy  arc 
ciofely  watched  in  Brunfwick.  They 
have  got  to  living,  officers  as  well  as 
men,  on  fait  provifions,  and  find 
it  extremely  difficult  to  get  forage. 
That  you  may  may  judge  what  a  cle- 
ver way  we  are  in,  take  a  memoran- 
dum of  five  or  fix  days. 

Jan.  }j.  Three  of  the  guards  and 
one  dragoon  deferted.  Same  day  a 
large  fcouting  party  took  90  waggon- 
loads  of  ftores,  in  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

of  42 d,  2  of  light  in- 
3  Yagers  deferted. 
of  46th,  and  2   of  71ft 


Waldeckers  v^ere  taken 


18  th.     I 
fan  try,  and 

19th.     3 
deferted. 

20th.     4 
prifoners. 

21ft.     4  of  7  I  ft,  2   of  40th,  3 
2Sth,    I    of  55  th,  and  two    marines 
were  taken  prifoners 
gons  and  ic6  horfes  ; 

r 


v/ith  47 
they  were  part 


light  horfe  advancing  towards  Well 
Chefter,  three  or  four  miles  from 
Klngfbridge,  a  fmall  party  of  our  mi- 
litia attacked  them,  fhot  three  of  the 
riders,  took  one  horfe,  the  other  two 
ran  oft"  with  the  three  remaining 
riders. 

BoJ^on,   February  20. 
Extra^  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  cf 

eharaSier   at  Morris   fo-zvn,    to  his 

friend  here. 

*'  We  had  a  very  extraordinary 
fkirmifti  with  the  enemy  the  23d  of 
January.  A  large  number  cf  wag- 
gons under  an  ef:ort  of  600  men, 
confiftingof  the  2Sth  and  37  th  regi- 
ments, with  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
were  proceeding  from  Brunfwick  to 
Amboy,  but  were  perceived  by  the 
6th  Virginia  regiment,  who  were  an 
out  poll,  confifting  of  400  men,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Buckner.  The 
Lieut.  Col.  (Parker)  was  difpatchcd 
with  an  advanced  party  of  600,  who 
pofted  themfelves  moft  advantage- 
oully. — The  enemy  advanced  in  a  co- 
lumn ten  in  front,  when  they  came 
up  within  a  1 00  yards  Parker  gave 
them  a  well  le^'elled  fire,  by  which 
their  Comm-andanc  Col.  Prefton  was 
killed.  They  kept  an  inceftant  blaze 
for  twenty  minutes,  when  Parker 
finding  himfeif  unfupported,  retreat- 
ed. The  enemy  had  25  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  about  40  wounded ;  they 
carried  oft"  their  killed  and  v/ounded, 
except  13,  who  were  left,  and  were 
afterwards  dre^ed  by  a  furgeon  of 
ours ;  befides  the  Colonel  killed,  the 
fecond  in  command  vvas  lliot  through 
the  body,  and  carried  oft'  fpeechlels ; 
they  had   i    Captain    killed,  and    i 

wounded.  Thefe  particulars  \vq  have  fcalping  party  of  favages, 
from  the  people  living  near  the  fpot,  amount  of  80,  together  with 
and  froili  a  corporal,  of  the  third  re- 
giment of  guards,  who  deferted  from 
them  two  days  ago.  Col,  Buckner, 
who  got  panic  ftruck,  and  left  his 
Lieutenant  Colonel  unfupported,  is 
under  an  arreft,  and  will  be  tried  for 
ills  life.     What  renders  this  little  af- 


cf 


wag- 


of  a  large  foraging  party  — who  were 
attacked  by  an  inferior  number  of  our 
troops,  and  vv^ere  foon  fet  a  Scamper- 
ing with  the  lofs  cf  the  grcatell  part 
of  their  wao-o-ons. 

22d.     4  of  3d  regiment  of  guards 
were  made  prifoners. 
A  CLpy   of  a  Utter  from  a  Gentleman 

in  Albany  to  a   Gentleman  in  Salem y 

dated  the  \^th  of  February,     1777. 

Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing,  an  ex-^ 
prefs  arrived  from  Ticonderoga,  at 
which  place  a  Captain  in  Livingllon's 
regiment  is  juft  got  in  from  Canada,- 
from  whence  he  had  jull  made  his 
efcape.  He  tells  the  commanding, 
ofticer  on   oath,  that  a  fcouting  and 

to  the 
fome 
Canadians  and  Regulars,  to  the 
amount  of  about  150,  had  fet  out 
from  Canada;  they  were  to  have  20L 
for  every  fcalp  they  might  bring  in. 
That  Colonel  Frazer  commanded  at 
Montreal,  had  with  him  two  hun- 
dred  men,   150   xmw   were  at  Saint 

John's, 


(     8r     ) 


be  publifKed.     Extraft  from  the  mi- 
nutes, Mattliew  Vifcher,  Sec. 

{'filliam/hurgh,   {Virginia)   Dec   20. 
In  General   /ffembly,  Dec.    ig,    ljj6. 

Whereas 
hath  waged  war  againft  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  United  Ameri- 
can States,  rnd  there  are  within  this 
Commonwealth  divers  merchants  and 
others,  fubjefls  of  ,  who 

while  they  remain  here  have  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  feducing  and 
corrupting  the  m.inds  of  the  people, 
and  are  fufpefted  of  holding  corre- 
fpondence  with,  and  giving  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy  : 

Refol'ved,  netnine  contradicente.  That 
the  Governor  and  Council  be  defired 
to  caufe  all  fuch  perfons  to  depart 
this  Commonwealth,  by  immediate- 
ly putting  in  execution  the  llatute 
ftaple  cf  the  27th  of  Edward  III. 
chapter  17,  againft  all  the  natives  of 
Great-Britain,  who  were  partners 
with  fatElors,  agents,  ftore-keepers, 
affiftant  ftore-keepers,  or  clerks  here, 
for  any  merchant  or  merchants  in 
Great-Eritain,  at  the  time  the  a£l  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament  for  reftraining 
the  trade  of  America,  and  feizinp* 
our  property  upon  the  v/ater,  took 
place,  except  only  fuch  of  them  as 
have  heretofore  uniformly  manifefted 
a  friendly  difpofition  to  the  American 
caufe,  or  are  attached  to  this  coun- 
try, by  having  wives  or  children  here  ; 
and   fuch  ,    as 

Albany,  Commutes  Cbambery  Jannary     Ihall  fatisfy  the  Governor  and  Coun- 


john's,    and    the    like    number   at 
Chamblee  ;  all  the  foreigners  were  at 
Three  Rivers,    had   mutinied   twice 
or  thrice  in   fuch   manner  as   obliged 
the  ccmma'iding  officer  to  turn   out   the 
Briiilh  troops  and  ivhat  Canadians  they 
have,  in  order   to  quell  them.      That 
Ger.cral  Carleton  was  at  Quebec,  and 
that  they  were  cutting  wood  on   the 
lake   for  three  veftels.      He  further 
fays,  that  people  in  general  are  much 
more  affefled  to  our  caufe,  than  they 
were  laft  year;  and  that  what  Cana- 
dians have  joined  the  Eritilh  army, 
are  only  the  very  lowelt  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  troops  take  whatever  they 
Ihind  in  need  of  from  any  perfon,  juft 
give   them    a  certificate    of    having 
taken  it,  without  any  other  fatisfac- 
tion.     Provifion  is  very  difficult  to  be 
had,  by  even  the  troops. 

Bofion,    February  17. 
Account  of  the  exchange  of  prifoners 

at Rhode-Ifland,  Feb.  ii,  1777. 
Byaccountof  Capt.  Ayres,  123 

To  balance  due  to  Britifti  on  lafc 

account,  —  —  23 

To  delivered  to  Capt.  Ayres,  46 

Balance  due  to  Americans,  54 

123 

NeixjportyFeb  II.     M.  Read,  Sec. 

The  General  Afiembly  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  have  appointed  Henry  Mar- 
chant,  Efq.  a  Delegate  of  the  Grand 
American  Congrefs,  for  that  ftate. 


21,   1777. 

Refolved,  That  every  perfon  who 
ftail  offer  any  thing  for  fale,  or  fhall 
fell  any  thing  for  a  lefs  fum  in  gold 
or  filver  money,  than  in  continental 
or  other  paper  money,  nov/  pafring 
current  in  this  county,  ftiall  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  depreciator  of  the  paper 
currency,  and  treated  accordingly  ; 
and  tliat  every  perfon  who  ftiall  re- 
fufe  to  tr.ke  the  fame  in  payment, 
Ihal!  be  treatcdin  like  manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  rdblutjon 


cil,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to 
procure  other  means  of  departure, 
may  have  their  pafl'age  to  any  foreign 
port,  in  fuch  vefTels  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  this  Commonwealth,  as 
the  Governor  and  Council  fliall  di- 
refl.  And  that  all,  or  any  of  them, 
v.ho  fliall  be  found  here  after  the  time 
refpeftively  allowed  them  to  depart, 
fhall  be  confined  as  enemies  and  pri- 
foners of  war.  And  for  furnifhing 
the  Governor  and  Council  with ,  pro- 
per information,  the  JulHces  of  the 
it  feverai 
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fevefal  county  ccHirt';  are  impo'.vered 
and  required  immediately   to   make 
enquiry  for  all  fuch 
lefiding  within  their  refpeclive  coun- 
ties ;  and,  after  due  examination  had, 
to  caufe  a  lift  of  their  names  to  be  en- 
tered upon  record,  and  direCl  their 
clerk  to  tranlmit  a    copy  thereof  to 
the   Governor.     And  that  a  copy  of 
this  refolve,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  aforefaid  itatnte  ftaple,  be  forth- 
with printed  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 
A.  GARY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
E.  PENDLETON,  Speaker  of  the 

H.  D. 
27th  of  Edward  III.  chapter  xvii. 
A  merchant  ftravgrr  jhall  not  be  im- 
peached for  another'' s  debt,  but  upon 
^ood  caufe.  Merchants  of  enemies 
co-.intries  jAl  their  goods  in  convenient 
time  and  depart. 

Item.     That  no  merchant  ftranger 
be  impeached  for  another's  trefpafs, 
or  for  another's  debt,  whereof  he  is 
not  debtor,  pledge,  or  mainpernor. 
Provided    always,    that  if   our  liege 
people,  merchants,  or  others,  be  en- 
damaged  by   any    Lords  of  ftrange 
lands,  or  their  fubjefts,   and  the  faid 
Lords  (duly  required)  fail  of  right  to 
our  faid  fubjecls,  we  Ikall  have   the 
law  of  marque,  and  of  taking  them 
again,    as  hath  leen  ufed   in   times 
pafl,  without  fraud  or  deceit ;  and  in 
cafe  that  debate  do  rife  (v/hich  God 
defend)  betwixt  us  and  any  Lords  of 
Jlrange  lands,  vv-e  will   not  that  the 
people    and  merchants   of  the   faid 
lands  be  fuddenly  fubdued  in  our  faid 
realm  and  lands  becaufe  of  fuch  de- 
bate, but  that  they  be  warned,  and 
proclamation  thereof  publilhed,  that 
they  fiiall  void   the    faid  realm  and 
lands,  V,  ;th  their  goods-,  freely,  within 
forty  days   after   the   warning,    and 
proclamation  fo  made ;  and  that,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  be  not  impeach- 
ed,   norder  of  their  paliage,    or  of 
making  their  proiit  of  the  fame  mer- 
chandizes,  if   they   will   leli   them. 
And  in  cafe  that  for  default  of  wind 
.or  of  iliip,,  or  f(-r  iickneis,  or  for  other 


evident  caufe,  they  cannot  avoid  our 
faid  realm  and  lands  vv'ithin  fo  Ihort  a 
time,  then  they  fnall  have  other  forty 
days,  or  more,  if  need  be,  within 
which  they  may  pafs  conveniently, 
with  felling  their  merchandize  as 
afore  is  faid. 

ji  letter  from  an  ofjar  at  N'e-zu-Tork. 
NemO'York,  Feb.  1 4. 
My  dear  Friend, 
I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for 
your  letters.     I  got  the  three  laft  to- 
gether.    I  can't  tell  you  the  fatis fac- 
tion they  are  of  to  me.   I  \vi!h  I  could 
make  you  a  proper  return  bv  any  let- 
ters of  mine.     As  to  the  hiftory  of 
the  campaign,  in  truth  I  am  not  ca- 
pable of  it ;  and  your  public  accounts 
v.'ill  furnifhyou  v/ith,  1  fancy,  a  jufter 
idea  than  any  of  us  can  give  you.     It 
may  feem  ftrange  to  you,  but  it  v/ill 
not  to  a  fober  military  man,  that  the 
parties  of  a  General's  followers  and 
the  difcontented    run    fo  high,  tha^t 
their  reafonings  upon  events  conta- 
minate the  faccS  themfslves. 

I  will  however  endeavour-  at  a 
thing,  that  if  I  could  efi'edl  anfwer- 
able  to  my  own  idea  of  it,  would  be 
better  information  to  your  philofo- 
phicul  mind  than  any  relations  of 
battles  and  military  operations ;  nay, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  better  for 
the  Minifter  to  have  a  clear  fight  of, 
than  ox  tlie  exafteft  detail  of  every 
flcirmilh  we  have  had  with  thcfe  per- 
verfe  raggamuffins,  who  plague  wi 
while  they  can't  oppofe  us,  and  whom 
we  can't  fubdue,  though  we  beat 
them. 

In  a  word  then,  the  chapter  of  the 
HefTians  is  worth  the  attention  of  the 
Minifter,  verfe  by  v(tik.  You  wiH 
eafily  imagine,  that  differing  as  we 
do  in  language,  manners,  and  ideas, 
Englifh  and  Heflian  did  not  coaiefce 
into  one  corps ;  not  but  there  was 
great  communication  and  conftant  vi- 
iiting,  efpecially  among  the  princi- 
pal officers ;  but  thefewere  rather  na- 
tional civilities   than  nerfonal   kind- 

nefles, 
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Kcfles,  and  cur  younger  people  hardly 
i:cpt  up  any  communication  with 
ihcm.  They  rather  afteiSed  to  de- 
fpiie  the  thriftinefs  of  the  Heflian 
prudence,  as  a  fomething  bafe  and 
fordid.  TheHeifian,  naturally  fierce, 
was  not  backward  to  return  the  dif- 
daia  he  met,  and  afleded  to  confider 
the  volatile  fpirit  with  which  our 
vounglters  went  to  war,  as  unfoldierly, 
and  talked  of  tliemfelves  as  the  body  on 
whom  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  was  to  de- 
pend. Whatever  has  fmce  been  the  ef- 
fecls,  the  prudence  and  good  fenfe  of 
Sir  William  turned  thefe  vanities  at 
firll  to  good  account.  He  indulged  the 
forwardnefs  of  the  foreigners ;  tliey 
Vvcre  refufed  no  fer\ice,  and  they  ap- 
plied for  almoll:  all ;  Kniphaufen  had 
a  fair  claim  to  give  his  name  to  the 
fort,  and  Howe  could  not  doubt  that 
he  had  confirmed  the  good  temper  of 
the  whole  foreign  army ;  but  it  ex- 
cited pride  and  arrogance,  inftead  of 
gratitude  in  this  booriili  fort  of  people. 
They  began  to  complain  that  more 
than  their  (hare  was  put  upon 
them,  and  in  a  manner  claimed  a 
fort  of  choice  where,  and  when, 
and  how,  they  fhould  be  employed. 
They  had  indeed,  from  the  begin- 
ning, conlldcred  themfelves  pretty 
much  as  at  free  quarters  in  an  enemy's 
country ;  nor  were  they  much  mil- 
taken  in  the  faft,  for  our  new  friends 
were  little  better  than  fpies  upon  us ; 
but  it  is  not  eafy  for  you  to  conceive 
the  quantity  of  plunder  that  the  Hef- 
fian  camp  had  coUefted  early ;  their 
very  men  were  fome  of  them  as  it 
were  rich,  and  they  took  excellent 
care  of  what  they  got;  the  unthrifty 
manner  of  our  people  left  them  foou 
expofed  to  a  thoufand  inconvenien- 
cies  that  the  HefTians  were  llrangtrs  to. 
From  the  very  outfet  they  had  got 
a  whim  that  they  v,  ere  to  have  allot- 
ments of  land,  in  the  very  frit  pro- 
vince that  was  conquered.  Whether 
this  was  a  recruiting  tale,  or  whether 
a  hope  of  lands  v/as  really  fuggelled 
(as  fome  fay)  to  Heiltsr,  I  can't  tell  j 
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but  that  it  fliould  be  in  the  firil  pro-- 
vince  we  got  was  abfurd :  but  you 
will  not  wonder  that  it  made  them 
eager  to  get  into  the  Jerfeys. 

Thev  no  fooner  found  themfelves 
difappointed  of  their  immediate  fettle-r 
ments,  than  th.ey  conhdered  the  coun- 
try as  an  objeft  of  vengeance.  The 
country  was  certainly  ravaged  at 
a  high  rate;  it  is  inconceivable  the 
terror  they  raifed  in  the  Americans, 
who  trembled  at  the  very  name  of  aR 
Heffian.  Jn  a  word,  the  rebellion 
feemed  crulhed.  There  was  no  rebel 
army  in  the  field ;  literally  fpeaking, 
none.  Vy'alhington  was  fied  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  he  had  a  few  hun  - 
dreds,  fcarccfufiicient  to  awe  his  per- 
fonai  enemies ;  many  of  whom  he  im- 
prudently put  in  prifon,  while  others 
fled  to  us,  and  their  caufe  fo  hopelefs, 
that  they  had  no  pretence  to  claim 
more  than  their  pardon,  and  that  was 
all  the  proudeft  of  them  met.  They 
lived  in  our  quarter;,  hated  by  us  as 
rebels,  aad  defpifed  by  their  country- 
men as  deferters. 

Here  you  fee  us  in  triumph,  with- 
out an  enem.y,  mailers  of  a  dclightfuf 
country.  And  now  we  had  leilure  to 
Ihew  our  ill  humour?,  and  they  broke 
out  without  management.  The  ge- 
neral antipathy  between  us  and  the 
forcio^ners  acoeared  without  a  mafk  ; 
they  affumed  the  merit  of  all  that  was 
done.  They  confidercd  the  countrv 
as  tlieir  riirht.  The  increafe  of  their 
plunder,  and  the  care  of  it,  was  their 
only  care.  .In  every  corps  of  them, 
this  was  a  common  care,  and  was 
guarded  as  the  proper  baggage  of  the 
corps  ;  they  v,  ouid  not  mo\'e  without 
it.  It  was  in  vain  tfiat  Howe  evhauiled 
his  temper  in  reafua  and  arguing :  un- 
luckily at  the  momerit  an  irremediable 
mifchief  fell  out,  jufl  at  a  bad  nick, 
"  want  of  pay."  I'iie  regular  pay 
of  the  HeiTian  had  been,  as  in  reafon 
one  would  think  it  might  have  been, 
left  to  their  own  mailer,  who  had 
hcv/ever  not  prcvJdcd  for  it:  "  but 
pay   and   good   difcipline"  are   im- 

L  2  |-oiui>lc. 
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poffible.  Howe  could  do  nothing, 
but  fhew  the  conftaucy  of  his  nature 
in  ordering  what  he  could  not  remedy. 
The  example  of  bad  difcipline  natu- 
rally extended  itfelf  to  the  Englifh. 
We  began  ourfelves  to  feel  the  incon- 
venience of  a  defolated  country,  and 
in  vain  looked  for  the  comforts  we  had 
found  at  firft. 

General  Hov/e  foon  found  that  the 
fubmifiion  of  the  country  was  all 
feigned  ;  many  who  had  fworn  alle- 
giance had  fled,  and  thofe  who  re- 
mained had  no  better  intentions.  But 
it  was  npt  to  be  fuppofed,  nor  has  it 
iiappeaed;,  that  an  unarmed  reduced 
province  could  rile  upon  their  con- 
querors, Howe  dillributed  his  army 
"with  a  view  to  keeping  the  province 
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Upon  this  adventure  of  Waf?:ing-. 
ton's,  all  our  evil  humours  grew  iiitq 
rank  diforders.  Myfurprize  is  rather 
that  we  keep  what  we  do,  than  that 
we  have  had  fome  lofles.  Lord  Corn- 
v/allis  has  done  all  that  a  good  officer 
can  do ;  but  he  has  infinitely  more 
than  the  enemy  and  the  feafon  to  con- 
tend with.  The  Britilh  is  now  the 
only  operative  part  of  the  army ; 
and  furely  you  fee  that  they  have 
more  than  enough  to  do  for  their 
number. 

Among  other  mifchiefs,  we  are 
peftered  with  ftories  of  the  wifdom 
and  virtue  of  the  rebels.  I  won't 
reckon  perverfenefs  and  refrafcory 
fpirit  among-  virtues ;  and  as  to  wif- 
dom,  which  they  tell  us  has  created 


under  his  ioni^  Ywc,  in  that  light  was  this  army  of  Wafhington's  by  magic, 

wjfe,  and  did  anivvfir  its  end }  not  an  the  cafe  is   fimply  this:  lus  iiril  at- 

hand  dared  Itir  in  the  province.  Means  tem.pt  was  with  an  handful  of  men: 

were  concerted  to  provide  the  Heihans  it  was,  I  own,  a  fpirited  thing.     He 


with  their  pa}',  and  to  r.eJu  :e  them  to 
a  pr  jper  temper.  Arrangements  were 
takea  to  ellabiifh  a  firmer  difcipline 
among  our   own  people ;  in  which, 
howe\er,    opinions  differed   widely: 
it  was    thought  unreafonable    to  be 
over  exaft  in  an  enemy's  country  :  but 
the  winter  promi'ed  leifure  to  fettle 
all  this :  when    fuddenly,  Wafning- 
ton,  w'th  an  hundred  men,  beat  up 
the  quarters  at  Trenton.  The  block- 
heads, whofe  heads  are  full  of  after- 
vvifdorn,  now  condemn  Rholl  for  turn- 
ing out  his  r len  :   but  take  my  word 
for  it,  the  contempi  the  Heffians  then 
had  of  the  enemy   was  fuch,  that   he 
would  have  been  branded  for  a  coward 
had  he  done  otherwife.     RhoU  was 
not  an  over-pleafant  man,  but  he  was 
a  gdod  and  gallant  officer ;  and  it  is 
fcandalous  to  reproach  him,  as  fome 
have  had  the  impudence  to  do,  not 
only  with  rafhnefs;  but  V'/ith  the  con- 
tradiiElory  charge  o/  want   of  fpirit. 
By  the  fame  vile  reafoning,  an  acci- 
dental faot  might  have   lligmatized 
the  hero  Mav/hood,  and  v/ant  of  fuc- 
cefs  might  have  displaced  the  never- 
saough-to-be-admired  Harcourt, 


happened  to  fucceed.  He  came  mto 
a  country  of  friends,  and  one  iuccefs, 
led  to  another.  The  march  of  a  fuc- 
cefsful  army  always  muft  encieafe  it. 
Philadelphia  is  rich,  and  her  own 
danger  made  her  liberal,  and  {up- 
plied  an  army  that  the  circumilances 
of  the  times,  not  the  wifdom  of  \'7afh-v 
ington,  had  created.  After  all,  if 
we  could  now  aft  with  our  whole 
force,  they  could  notllandagalnll  us: 
but  the  experiment  would  be  jufiuow 
too  dangerous.  Would  to  God  we 
v/ere  all  Britilh,  and  fpoke  the  fam.e 
langungc,  and  had  the  fame  heart; 
the  rebels  would  foon  liften  to  reafon. 
But  remember  I  tell  you,  our  allies 
muft  be  new  modelled,  or  we  mull 
change  them  for  Britifh,  and  fend 
them  to  take  care  of  you,  if  we  hope 
for  fuccefs. 

I'll  mention  a  little  circumfiance  of 
ten  times  the  mifchief  of  all  Wafhing- 
ton's fuccefs,  and  which  proves  our 
temper.  Some  Heffians  who  had 
ftrayed  from  their  quarters,  and  pof- 
iibly  never  found  their  u'ay  to  the 
enemy's  camp,  came   back   to  their 


colours  after 


the  affair  of  Trenton. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  fellows,  to  magnlfytheir  own 
merits,  had  their  mouths  full  of  the 
oilers  they  had  refuled  of  fettienients 
and  ellablilhments  in  Pennlylvania  ; 
they  tell  wonderful  ftories  of  the 
happy  fituation  of  their  comrades, 
who  foriboth  had  not  their  virtue  to 
withlland  temptations.  Thofe  ftories, 
at  firit  either  difregarded  or  laughed 
at,  we  have  at  laft  in  vain  endeavour-, 
ed  to  put  a  i\op  to  ;  and  Heilter  has 
been  very  fincere  an  aftive  in  his  be- 
haviour; and  fome  who  really  had 
been  prifoncrs,  and  cfcapcd,  have 
formally  declared  how  ill  they  were 
treated,  and  how  much  the  Ameri- 
cans hate  the  Heffians  ;  but  the  truih 
they  tell  us  is  not  credited,  while  the 
flattering  hopes,  fuggcfted  hy  the  lies 
of  thofe  rafcals,  who  meant  no  more 
than  to  make  excufes  for  their  ab- 
sence, operate  monitroally  ;  and  I  do 
aflure  you,  of  my  ov/n  knowledge, 
that  there  is  fcarcely  an  inftance  of  an 
Hefllan  officer  deferting,  not  one,  of 
any  one  of  the  rank  ot  Field  Officer  ; 
and  perhaps  after  all,  the  Hellian  bri- 
gades are  as  full  as  one  ought  to  ex- 
peft  after  io  much  fervice.  It  is  not 
the  pofidve  lofs,  but  the  doubts  and 
fe.^rs  that  are  created  which  do  tiie 
;nifchief.  If  we  could  meet  the  enemy 
to-morrow  in  fair  campaign  and 
pitched  battle,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Heffians  would  behave  nobly.  In  the 
mean  tim.e,  it  is  common-fenfe  that 
obliges  HovvC  not  to  have  a  frontier 
in  their  liands,  as  things  now  Hand ; 
perhaps  diilinftfervices  maybe  found 
for  them  and  for  tiie  Britirti,  which 
would  fave  the  making  bickerings 
and  upbraidings  that  always  hap- 
pened, when  they  were  employed  to- 
gether. 

I  have  reallv  given  you  a  fair  ftate 
of  the  mind  of  the  army  :  if  you  find 
fatisfaftion  yourfelf,  or  think  it  will 

give  any  light  to  '• ,  you  will 

naturally  let  his  Lordfiiip  fee  :  but  I 
beg  my  name  may  not  be  given  till 
you  ftnt  found  him  how  he  reliihes 
ivy  ngtions. 
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Another  copy  of  tie  American 
Crisis  hwuing  come  to  hand,  Jince  the 
piibiication  in  page  \\,  hy  vjkich  it  ap- 
pears that  the  frji  ivas  an  imperfid 
copy,  thefe'ven  firft  pa'agraphi  of  the 
Jecond  number  being  entirely  omitted, 
'They  are  as  folio vs  : 

The  American   Crssis.     No.  II. 

By  the  jiuthor  if  Common'Senfe, 

To    LORD     HOWE. 
PFhat''s  in  the  name  of  Lord   that  I 

jhAild  fear. 
To  bring  my  grievance  io  the  public  ear, 

Churchill. 

Umvfirsal  empire  is  the  prero- 
gative of  a. writer.  His  concerns  arc 
with  all  mankind,  and  though  ha 
cannot  command  their  obedience,  he 
can  afiign  them  their  duty.  The  re- 
public of  letters  is  more  ancient  than 
monarchy,  and  of  far  higlier  charac- 
ter in  the  world,  than  the  vaiTal  Court 
of  Britain  ;  he  that  rebels  againi\;  rea- 
fon  is  a  real  rebel ;  but  he  that  in  de- 
fence of  reafcn,  rebels  againfl:  tvranny, 
has  a  better  title  to  "  Defender  of 
the  "  than 

As  ?.  military  man,  your  Lordfln'p 
may  hold  out  the  nvord  of  wnr,  ?.nd 
call  it  the  "  Ultima  Rat.o  Rh- 
Gur.!,"  The  lafi  real'.n  of  Kir.p-s ;  we 
in  return  can  Hiow  you  the  nvord  of 
jultice,  and  call  it,  "  Thsbefl:  fcourge 
of  tyrants."  The  firft  t.f  thefe  two 
ma}'  thrc'.'ten,  or  even  frighten,  fcr 
awhile,  and  call  a  fickly  languor  cve.- 
an  infulted  people;  but  rcafon  wiil 
foon  recover  the  debauch,  andrellore 
them  again  to  tranquil  fortitude. 
Your  Lordihip,  I  lind,  has  now  com-' 
menced  author,  and  publifnecl  a  Pro- 
clamn.iion ;  I  too  have  publifned  a 
a  Crifis ;  as  they  Hand,  they  are  the 
antipodes' of  each  other;  both  cannot 
rife  at  once,  and  one  of  them  mull 
defcend  :  and  (o  ouiclc  is  the  revolu- 
tion of  things,  that  your  Lordilijp's 
performance,  I  fee,  has  already  fal- 
len many  degrees  from  its  firfl  place, 
and  is  now  juH  viiible  on  tlic  Cii'-e  of 
the  Dolitical  horizon. 

It 
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It  is  aftcnifhlng  to  what  pitch  of 
infatuation  blind  folly  and  obftinacy 
v/ill  carry  rnankind  ;  and  your  Lord- 
fhip's  drowfy  proclamation  is  a  proof 
that  it  does  not  even  quit  them  in 
their  fleep.  Perhr.ps  yovi  thought 
America  too  was  taking  a  nap,  and 
therefore,  chofe,  like  Satan  to  Eve, 
to  vvhifper  the  deli-'lon  foftly,  left 
you  fiiould  awaken  her.  This  Con- 
tinent, Sir,  is  too  extenfive  to  fleep 
all  at  once,  and  too  watchful,  even 
in  its  fiumbers,  not  to  ilartle  at  the 
unhallowed  foot  of  an  invader.  You 
may  iffue  your  Proclamation,  and 
welcome,  tor  we  iiave  learned  to 
*'  reference  ouijel'ves,'^  and  fcorn  the 
infulting  that    employs  you. 

America,  for  your  deceafed  brother's 
fake,  would  gladly  have  ihewn  you 
refpeft,  and  it  is  a  new  aggravation 
to  her  feelings,  that  Hoi.ve  iliould  be 
forgetful,  and  raife  his  fvvord  againft 
tliofe,  who  at  their  own  charge  raifed 
a  monument  to  his  brother.  But 
your  has  commanded,  and  yon 

have  not  enough  of  nature  left  to  re- 
fufe.  Surely!  there  muft  be  fomc- 
tliing  ftrangely  degenerating  in  the 
love  of  monarchy,  that  can  fo  com- 
pletely wear  a  man  down  to  an  in- 
grate,  and  make  him  proud  to  lick 
the  dufl  that  Kings  have  trod  upon. 
A  few  more  years,  fhould  you  fur- 
vivc  theni,  v.'ill  heftow  on  you  the 
title  of  an  old  man,  and  in  fome  hour 
of  future  reflection  you  may  probably 
Jirid  the  fitnef-  of  Wolley's  deipairing 
penitence,  '*  Had  l/er-ued  my  God  as 
'-''  faithfuVy  ai  I  hwve  fermed  my  King, 
**  he  ivould  not  that  havejcrjakzn  me 
•*  in  my  old  ^g^'" 

The  character  you  appe."r  to  us  in 
is  truly  ridiculous.  Your  friends, 
tiie  TorieS;  announced  your  coming 
with  high  defcriptions  of  your  un- 
limited powers ;  but  your  Proclama- 
tien  has  givf^ri  them  tli?  'if,  j-.yfnow- 
ing  you  to  be  a  commiilioner  without 
authovJly.  ILid  your  powers  been 
ever  fo  great,  they  were  nothing  to 
lis,  farther  tii.in  we  pieafed ;  liecauie 
we  had  the  fa)iie  right  which  otjier 


■nations  had,  to  do  what  we  thought 
was  beil.     "  The  Umted  SxATts 
OF  America,"  will  found  as  pom-      a 
poufiy  in  the  world,  or  in  hiftorv,  as     1 
"    T%e   Kingdom    of   Great-Britain.'''     9 
The  character  of  General  Wajhington 
will  fill  a  page  with  as  much  luftre  as 
that  of  Lord  Hoive ;   and  the  Congrefs 
have  as  much  right  to  command  the 
King  and  ParHnment   of  England,   to 
defill  from  Legiflation,  as  they  or  you 
have  to  command  the  .  Only 

fuppoie  how  laughable  fach  an  ediit 
would  appear  from  us,  and  then,  in 
that  merry  mood,  do  but  turn  the 
tables  upon  yourfelf,  andyouvv-ill  fee 
how  your  Proclamation  is  received 
here.  Having  thus  placed  you  in  a  pro- 
per pofition,  in  which  you  may  have  a 
full  view  of  folly,  and  learn  to  defpife 
it,  1  hold  up  to  you,  for  that  purpofe, 
the  following  quotation  from  your 
own  lunarian  Proclamation,  "  And 
we  (Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe) 
do  command,  (and  in  his  Majefty's 
name  forfcoth)  all  fuch  perfonsas  are 
afiembled  together  under  the  name  of 
General  or  Provincial  CongrefTes, 
Committees,  Conventions,  or  other 
afibcintions,  by  whatever  name  or 
nam.es  known  or  dillinguifned,  to  de- 
fill  and  ceafe  from  all  fuch  tixafonable 
adiings  and  doings. " 

You  introduce  your  Proclamation 
by  referring  to  your  declaration  of 
the  ixth  of  July  and  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember. In  the  lall  of  thefe  you  funk 
yourfelf  below  the  charafler  of  a  pri- 
vate gentleman.  That  ]  may  not 
feem  to  accufe  you  unjullly,  .1  fhall 
i'aic  the  circumfiance :  by  a  verbal 
invitation  of  your's,  communicated  to 
Congrefs  by  General  Sullivan,  then 
a  prifoner  on  his  parole,  you  figni- 
iifd  your  deiire  of  conferring  with 
jome  members  of  that  body  as  private 
gentlemen.  Jt  was  beneath  the  dig- 
nity of  the  American  Congrefs  to  pay 
any  regard  to  a  mcilage  that  at  beli: 
was  but  a  genteel  affront,  and  had  too 
much  of  the  mini fierial  complexion  of 
tampering  witii  private  perfons ;  and 
v-hich  might  probably  have  been  the 

cafe. 
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cafe,  had  die  gentlemen  who  were 
deputed  on  that  bufmels,  poHefled 
tiiat  eafy  kind  of  virtue  which  an  En- 
gliih  courtier  is  fo  truly  dillinguillied 
by.  Your  requelt,  however,  was  com- 
plied with  ;  for  lionell  men  are  na- 
turally more  tender  of  their  civil  than 
their  political  flime.  The  interview 
ended  as  every  fenfible  man  thought 
it  would;  for  your  Lord fnip  knows, 
as  well  as  the  writer  of  tlie  Crifis,  that 
it  is  impofTible  for  the  King  of  Eng- 
land to  promife  the  repeal,  or  even 
the  revifal,  of  any  afts  of  Parliament ; 
wherefore,  on  your  part,  you  had 
nothing  to  fay,  more  than  to  requeft, 
in  the  room  of  demanding,  the  entire 
furrender  of  the  Conrinent;  and  then, 
if  that  was  complied  with,  to  promife 
that  the  inhabitants  fliould  efcape 
\\'ith  their  lives.  This  was  the  up- 
ihotof  the  conference.  You  informed 
the  Conferees  that  aou  were  two 
months  in  foliciting  thefe  powers. 
We  afk,  what  powers  ?  for  as  Com- 
miflioner  you  have  none.  If  you  mean 
the  power  of  pardoning,  it  is  an  ob- 
lique proof  that  your  was  de- 
termined to  facrifice  all  before  him ; 
and  that  you  were  two  months  in  dif- 
fuading  him  from  liis  purpofe.  An- 
other evidence  of  his  favagc  obrti- 
nacy  1  From  your  own  account  of  the 
matter,  we  may  juilly  draw  thefe  two 
conclufions ;  hrlt,  that  you  ferve  a 
;  and  fecondly,  that  never 
was  a  Commiirioner  fent  on  a  more 
fooliih  errand  than  )'ourfelf.  This 
plain  language  may,  perhaps,  found 
uncouthly  to  an  ear  vitiated  by  courtly 
refinements ;  but  words  were  rri;i,de 
for  ufe,  and  the  fault  lies  indelerving 
tliem,  or  the  abufe  in  applying  them 
unfairly. 

Soon  after  your  return  to  Nevv'- 
York,  you  publifhcd  a  very  illiberal 
and  unmanly  hand-bill  againlt  the 
Congrels ;  tor  it  was  certainly  ftep- 
ping  cut  of  ihe  line  of  common  civi- 
lity ;  finl,  tofcreen  your  national  pride 
hy  foliciting  an  interview  with  tliean 
as  private  gentleman, I  and  in  the  ecu- 
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clufion  to  endeavour  to  deceive  the 
multitude  by  making  an  hand-bill 
attack  on  the  whole  body  of  the  Con- 
grefs ;  you  got  them  together  under 
one  name,  and  abufe  them  under  an- 
other. But  the  and 
the  caufe  you  fupport,  afibrd  you  fo 
few  inilances  of  acting  thegentlem.an, 
that  out  of  pity  to  >our  fituation  the 
Congrefs  pardoned  the  infult  by  tak- 
ing no  notice  of  it. 

You  fay  in  that  hand-bill,  "  that 
they,  the  Congrefs,  difavowed  every 
purpofe  for  reconciliation  not  confo- 
nant  with  their  extravagant  and  inad- 
miifible  claim  of  independence." 
Why,  God  blefs  mc  !  u-hat  have  you 
to  do  with  our  independence?  Weafk 
no  leave  of  vours  to  fet  it  up  ;  we  aflc 
no  money  of  yours  to  fupport  it ;  v.e 
can  do  better  v/ithout  your  fleets  and 
armies  than  with  them ;  you  may 
fbon  have  enough  to  do  to  prote^It 
yourfelves  without  being  burthened 
with  us.  We  are  very  willing  to  be 
at  peace  with  you,  to  buy  of  you  and 
fell  to  you,  and,  like  young  begin- 
ners in  the  world,  to  work  for  our 
Ovvn  living;  therefore,  why  do  you 
put  yourfelves  out  of  cifli,  when  we 
know  vou  cannot  fpareit,  and  we  do 
net  defire  you  to  run  into  debt  ?  I  am 
v.'iiling.  Sir,  you  fliould  fee  your 
foilvin  every  view  I  can  place  it,  and 
for  tiiat  reaibn  defcend  fomerimes  to 
tell  you  in  jeil:  what  I  wifli  you  to  fee 
in  eariielL  ]>ut  to  be  more  icrious 
with  you,  why  do  vou  lay,  "  their'* 
independency  ?  To  Jet  you  right.  Sir, 
we  tell  you,  that  the  independency 
is  curs  not  thirs.  I'he  Congrefs 
were  authorized  by  every  State  on  the 
Continent  to  publifli  it  to  all  the 
world,  and  in  ib  doing  are  not  to  be 
conudered  as  the  iuvejitorc,  b\it  only 
as  the  heralds  th;it  proclaimed  it,  or 
the  oitice  from  wiiich  the  fenfe  of  the 
people  received  a  legal  form  ;  and  it 
was  as  much  as  a;'.y  or  all  their  heads 
were  worth,  to  h.ave  treated  with  you 
on  the  fubjecc  of  fubmiliion  under  any 
n^me  whatever.  But  we  know  tho  men 
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in  whom  we  have  trufted.   Can  Eng- 
land fay  the  fame  of  her  parliament } 
I  come  now  more  particularly.  Sec. 
as  in  page  16. 

And  ^0  on  to  the  end  of  the  Jecond 
paragraph  in  page  19,  ending  nvith 
the  ivords,  "  deceive  and  ruin  you." 
Af:er  ivhich  comes  in  the  folloivivg  : 

If  ever  a  nation  was  mad  and  fooiifh, 
blind  to  its  own  interell,  and  bent  on 
its  ovv-n  dcltruftion,  it  is  Britain, 
There  are  fuch  things  as  national 
fins,  and  though  the  punilhment  of 
individuals  may  be  referved  to  another 
world,  national  punifhment  can  only 
be  infiifted  in  this  world.  Britain, 
as  a  nation,  is  in  my  inmoft  belief 
i\\t  greateft  and  moll  ungrateful  of- 
fender againfl  God  on  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth :  blcfled  with  all  the 
commerce  fhe  could  wiih  for,  and 
furniihed  by  a  vaft  extenfion  of  domi- 
nion with  the  means  of  civilizing  both 
the  Eailern  and  Weftern  World,  fhe 
has  made  no  other  ufe  of  both  than 
proudly  to  idolize  her  own  "  thunder," 
and  rip  up  the  bowels  of  whole  coun- 
tries for  what  Ihe  could  get ; — like 
Alexander,  flie  has  made  war  her 
fport,  and  inflifted  mifery  for  prodi- 
gality fake.  The  blood  of  India  is 
not  yet  repaid,  nor  the  wretehednefs 
of  Africa  yet  requitted.  Of  late 
jhc  has  enlaro-ed  her  lift  of  national 
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cruelties  by  her  butcherly  deftruftion 
of  the  Caribbs  of  St.  Vincent's,  and 
in  returning  an  anfwer  by  the  Avord 
ro  the  meek  prayer  for  "  Peace,  Li- 
berty,  and  ^icijity."  Thefe  are  ferious 
things ;    and    whatever  a  foolifli 

,  a  debauched  court,  a  trafficking 
LcgiHature,  or  a  blinded  people  may 
think,  the  national  account  with 
Heaven  muft  fome  day  or  other  be 
fettled :  all  countries  have  fooner  or 
later  been  called  to  their  reckoning; 
the  proudeft  empires  have  funk  when 
the  balance  was  ftruck  ;  and  Britain, 
like  an  individual  penitent,  muft  un- 
dergo her  day  of  forrow,  and  the 
fooner  it  happens  to  her  the  better. 
As  I  wifli  it  over,  I  wilh  it  to  come^ 


but  withal,  wifli  that  it  may  be  as 
light  as  poilible. 

Perhaps  your  Lordftiip  has  no  tafte 
for  ferious  things  ;  by  your  connexion 
in  England  I  Ihould  fuppofe  not ; 
therefore  I  fhall  drop  this  part  of  the 
fubjeft,  and  take  it  up  in  a  line  in. 
which  you  v/ili  better  und-^rftand  me. 

By  what  m.eans,  may  I  alk,  ^;c. 
as  in  page  19,  to  the  end  ;  all  thz  reji 
being  right. 


Philadelphia,  March  5, 
SPEECH  of  his  Excellency  WIL- 
LIAM LIVINGSTONE,  Efq. 
Governor,  Captain-General,  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  State 
of  New-Jerfey,  and  the  territories 
thereunto  belonging.  Chancellor 
and  Ordinary  in  the  fame. 
To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Coun- 
cil, and  General  Aflembly  of  the 
faid  State. 

Gentlemen, 
Having  already  laid  before  the  A£- 
fembly,  by  meifages,  the  feveral 
matters  that  have  occurred  to  me,  as 
more  particularly  demanding  their  at- 
tention during  the  prefent  felTion,  it 
may  feem  lefs  neceflary  to  addrefs 
you,  in  the  more  ceremonious  form 
of  a  fpeech.  But  conceiving  it  my 
duty  to  the  State,  to  deliver  my  fen- 
timents  on  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs,  and  the  eventful  conteft  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America, 
which  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
be  conveyed  in  occafional  meftages, 
you  will  excufe  my  giving  you  the 
trouble  of  attending  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

After  deploring  with  you  the  defo- 
lation  fpread  through  part  of  this 
State,  by  an  unrelenting  enemy,  who 
have  indeed  marked  their  progrefs 
with  a  devaftation  unknown  to  civi- 
lized nations ;  and  evincive  of  the 
moft  implacable  vengeance,  I  heartily 
congratulate  you,  on  that  fubfequent 
feries  of  fuccefs,  wherewith  it  has 
pleafed  the  Almighty  to  crown  the 
American  arms ;  and  particularly  on 
the  important  enterprize  againft  the 

enemy 
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er'emy  at  Trenton ;  and  the  fignal 
r.'iJIorv  obtained  over  them  at  Prince- 
town^  by  the  galhmt  troops  under  the 
command  of  his  Excellency  General 


Wafliingtcn. 

Confidering  the  contemptible  figure 
they  make  at  prefent,  and  the  difgull 
they  have  given  to  tlieirown  confede- 
rates amongll  ub,-  by  their  more  than 
Gothic  ravages ;   (for  thus  doth  the 
Great  Diipofer  of  events  often  deduce 
good  out  of  evil)  their  irruption  into 
our   dominion    will  redound   to  the 
public  benefit.     It  has  certainly  en- 
abled us  the  mere  effeftually  to  diltin- 
guifli  our  friends  from  our  enemies. 
It  has  winnowed  the  chaft"  from  the 
grain.     It  has  difcrimiaated  the  tem- 
porizing politician,  who,  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  danger,  was  determined 
to  fecure  his  idol — property,  at  the 
hazard  of  the  general  weal ;  from  the 
perfevering  patriot,  who  having  em- 
barked  all   in    the   comm.on   caiife, 
choofes  rather    to  rifquc,    rather  to 
loofe  that  all,  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  more  ellimabl e  treafure,  L  i  b  e  r  t  v, 
than  to  polTefs  it   (enjoy  it  he  could 
not)     upon    ignoiiiinious     terms    of 
tamely  refigning  his  country  and  po- 
llerity  to  infamy  and  flavery.     It  has, 
however  opened  the   eyes  of  thofe, 
who  were  made  to  believe  tliat  their 
impious  merit,  in  abetting  our  profe- 
cutors,    would    exempt   them    from 
being  involved  in  the  common  cala- 
mity.   But  as  the  rapacity  of  the  ene- 
my was  boundlefs,  their  rapine  v.'as 
indifcriminate,    and  their    barbarity 
unparallelled.     They  have  plundered 
friends  and  foes.     Effecb  capable  of 
divifion,  they  have  divided  ;  fuch  as 
were  not,  they  have  deftroyed.  They 
have  warred  upon  decrepid  age;  war- 
red  upon  defencelefs  youth.     They 
have  committed  holHlities  againft  the 
profefTors  of  literature,  and  the  mi- 
mfiers  of  religion  ;  againft  public  re- 
cords, and  private  monuments ;  againft 
books  of  improvement,  and  papers  of 
vurioftty;  and  againft    the  ails   and 
/dit'.cij,     I'hey  have  butchered   Uie 


wounded  alking  for  quarter;  mangled 
the  dying  weltering  in  their  blood  ; 
rjfufed  the  dead  the  rites  of  fepulture; 
fuffered  prifoners  to  perilh  for  want  of 
furtenance;  violated  the  chaftity  of 
women  ;  disfigured  private  dwellings 
of  tarte  and  elegance  ;  arid,  in  the; 
rage  of  impiety  and  bprbarifm,  pro^ 
faiiid  edifices  dedicated  to  Almighty 
Cod! 

Yet  there  are  amongft  us,  who 
either  from  ambitious  or  lucrative 
motives,  or  intimidated  by  the  terror 
of  their  arms ;  or  from  a  partial  fond- 
nefs  for  the  Britilh  conftitution  ;  or 
deluded  by  inlldious  propofitions,  are 
fecretly  abetting,  or  openly  aiding, 
their  machinations,  to  deprive  us  of 
that  liberty, — without  which,  man  is 
a  beaft,  and  government  a  cuffe. 

Befides  theinexpreffible  bafenefs  of 
wiihing  to  rife  on   the  ruin    of  our 
country  ;  or  to  acquire  riches  at  the 
expence  of  the  liberties  and  fortunes 
of    our    fellow-citizens ;     how    foon 
would  thofe  deiufive  dreams  upon  the 
conqueft  of  America  be  turned  into 
difappointment.     Where  is  the  fund 
to  recompence  thofe  retainers  to  the 
Britilh  army ;  thofe  intentional  pen- 
licners   of  a  bankrupt  nation  ?  Was 
every  ftate  in   America  to  be  confif- 
cated,  an-d  converted  into  calh,  the 
produ*5t  would  not  fatiate  the  avidity 
of  their  ov»^n  creatures,  nor  furnilh  an 
adequate  repaft  for  the  keen  appetites 
of  their  own  minijlerial  beneficiaries. 
Jnftead  of  gratuities  and  promotion ,; 
thefe  unhappy  accomplices  in   their 
tyranny,  would  meet  with   fuperci- 
lious    looks    and   cold  difdain ;  and 
after   tedious    attendance   be    finally 
told,  by  their  haughty  mafters,  that 
they  indeed  approved   of  the   ireofon, 
but  defpifcd  the  traitor.     Infulted  in 
fine  by  their  pretended  protectors,  but 
real  betrayers ;  and  goaded  with  the 
ftings  oftheii"  own  confciences,  they 
would  remain   the    frightful  monu- 
ments of  human  contempt  and  Divine 
indignation ;  and  linger  out  the  reft 
of  their  days  in   felf-condemnatioi>  ,• 
M  and 
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and  remorfe ;  and  in  weeping  over 
the  ruins   of  their  country,    which 
themfelves  had  been  inftrumental  in 
reducing  to  defolation  and  bondage. 
Others  there  are,  who  terrified  at  the 
pov/er  of  Britain,  have  been  perfuaded 
that  fhc  is  not  only  formidable,  but 
irrenftible.     That  her  power  is  great, 
15  beyond  queftion  ;  that  it  is  not  to 
be  defpifed,  is  the  di£t':te  of  common 
prudence.  _  But  then  we  ought  aho 
to  coniider  her  as  weak   in  council ; 
and  rroanino- with  debt :  reduced   in 
her  tr'i.de,  reduced  in   her  revenues, 
immerfed  in  pleafure,  enervated  with 
luxury,  andindilhpation  and  venality 
furpaffing  all  Europe.     We  ought  to 
confider  her  as  hated  by  a  potent  ri- 
val, her  natural  enemy,  and  particu- 
larly exafperated  at  her  imperious  con- 
duct in   the  lall  war,  as  well  as  her 
provoking  manner  of  commencing  it ; 
and  then  inflamed  with  refentmenir, 
and  only  watching  a  fiivourable  junc- 
ture for  open  hoftilities.     We  ought 
to  confider  the  amazing  expence  and 
difficulty  of  tran  [porting  troops   and 
provifions  above  three  thoufand  miles, 
with  the  impojTibility   of  recruiting 
their  army  at   a  lefs  diftance  ;  fave 
only,  v/ith  fuch  recreants,  whofe  con- 
fcicus  guilt  muft  on  the  iirft  approach 
of  danger  appal    the  ilouteft   heart. 
Thefe  infuperable  obilacles  are  known 
£nd  acknowledged  by  every  virtuous 
and  impartial  man  in  the  nation.  Even 
the  of  this  horrid  war  is  inca- 

pable of  concealing  his  own  confaiion 
and  diih-cfs.  Too  great  to  be  wholly 
fupprefied,  it  frequently  difcovers  it- 
feifin  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech.  A 
fpeech  terrible  in  v/ord,  and  fraught 
with  contradidion  ;  breathing  threat- 
enings  and  betraying  terror;  a  mot- 
ley mixture  of  magnanimity  andxon- 
fiernation ;.  of  grandeur  and  abafe- 
ment ; '  v/itli  uoops  invincible  he 
dreads  a  defeat,-  and  wants  reinforce- 
ments. Viftorious  in  America,  and 
triumphant  on  tlie  ocean,  he  is  an 
humble  dependent  on  a  petty  Prince ; 
andvvith  full  confidence  in  the  frieud- 


fhip  and  alliance  of  France,  he  trem- 
bles at  \itv/ecret  defigns  and  open  pre- 
parations. 

With  all  this,  we  ought   to    con- 
trail the  numerous  and  hardy  fons  of 
America,  enured  to    toil  ;     feafoncd 
alike  to  heat  and  cold  ;  hale,  robuft, 
patient  of  fatigue  ;  and  from  an   ar- 
dent love  of  liberty,    ready   to    face 
danger  and  death.    The  immenfe  ex- 
tent of  continent,  which  our  infatu- 
ated enemies  have  undertaken  tofub- 
jugate.     The  remarkable  unanimity 
of  its   inhabitants,     notwithflanding 
tlie  exception  of  a  few  apoftates  and 
deferters  ;  their  unfliaken  refolution 
to  maintain  their  .freedom,  or  perifh 
in  the  attempt  ;    the  fertility  of  our 
foil  in  all  kinds  of  proviiion  neceflary 
for   the  fupport   of  war ;    o\!r  inex- 
hauftible  internal  refources  for  miili- 
tary    ftores  and    naval    arm.aments  ; 
our  comparative  neconcmy  in  public 
expences,  and  the  millions  we  fave 
by  reprobating  the  farther  exchange 
of  our  valuable  ftaples  for  the  worth- 
lefs    baubles    and   finery    of  Englilh- 
manufacture ;  add  to  this,  that  in  a 
caufe  fo  juft  and  righteous   on  x)ur 
part,  we  have  the   higheft  reafon  to 
expeft  the  blelhng  of  Heaven   upon 
our  glorious  conflift.     For  who  can 
doubt    the  interpofition    of  the  su- 
premely JUST,  in  favour  of  a  peo- 
ple forced  to   recur  to  arms,  in  de- 
fence of  every  thing  dear  and  pre- 
cious, againil  a  nation  deaf  to   our 
complaints,  rejoicing  in   (mr  mifery, 
wantonly  aggravating  our  cppreffions, 
determined  to   divide  our  fubllance, 
and   «y  fire  and  fword   to  compel  us 
into  fubmiilion. 

Refneftinp-  the  conflitution  of 
Great-Britain,  being  certain  prero- 
gatives of  dangerous  tendency,  it  has 
indeed  been  applauded  by  the  bed 
judges,  and  difplays  in  its  original 
ftructure,  illufl:rious  proofs  of  wifdom 
and  the  knowledge  of  mankind.  But 
what  avails  the  hjl  conflituticn,  with 
the  nvor/}  adinimfl rat  1071  ?  For  v/hat  is 
theii-  prefent  government,  and  what 

has 
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^as  It  been  for  years  part,  hut  a.  prn- 
Jiomd  confederacy  againft  rcafon,  and 
virtue,  and  honour,  and  patriotilm, 
and  the  rights  of  man  !  \^'hat  their 
governors,  but  a  fetof  politica^craftf- 
men,  fiagitioufly  confpiring  to  erefl 
the  babel  of  Dhjpoiism,  on  the 
ruins  of  the  antient  and  beautiful 
fabric  of  Law?  A  fliamelefs  cabal, 
notorioufly  employed  in  deceiving 
the  Prince,  corrupting  the  parlia- 
ment, debafing  the  people,  deprefT- 
ine  the  moil  virtuous,  and  exaltin"; 
the  moft  profligate  !  In  fhort,  an  in- 
fatiable  junto  of  public  fpoilers,  la- 
vifliing  the  national  v/ealth,  and  by 
peculation  and  plunder,  daily  accu- 
mulating a  debt  a.lready  enormous  ! 
And  what  is  the  majority  of  their 
parliament,  formerly  the  moft  augull 
aflembly  in  the  world,  but  venal  pcii- 
fioners  on  the  crown,  a  perfeft  mock- 
ery on  all  reprefentation,  and  at  the 
abfolute  devotion  of  everv  minifrer  ! 
What  were  the  characlcriftics  of  their 
adminiftration  of  the  provinces  ? 
The  fubititu'ion  of inftru'flionsin  the 
room  of  the  Lr>y  ;  the  multiplication 
of  ofHces  to  llrenp-then  the  court  in- 

o 

tereft ;  perpetually  extending  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  King,  and  retrench- 
ing the  rights  of  the  fubjeS: ;  advanc- 
ing to  the  moil  eminent  ftations,  men 
without  education,  and  of  diifolute 
manners ;  employing,  with  the  peo- 
ples m.orsey,  a  band  of  emiiTaries  to 
mifreprefent  and  traduce  tlie  peo- 
ple ;  fporting  with  our  perfons  and 
eftates,  by  filling  the  liighe!!:  feats  of 
juftice  with  bankrupts,  bullies,  and 
blockheads. 

From  fuch   a   nation  (though   all 
this  we    bare,    and   fliould  nrobablv 

-  J.  . 

have  borne  for  a  century,  had  they 
not  avowedly  claimed  the  uncondi- 
tional difpolal  of  life  and  property) 
it  is  evidently  our  interell:  to  be  de- 
tached. To  remain  happy  or  fafe  in 
our  connexion  with  her,  became 
henceforth  utterly  impofTible.  S,h^  is 
moreover  frec'ipitaling  her  o-ivn  /fli, 
w  the  age  of  mlrades  is  returned;  and 
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Britain,   a  phenomenon  in  the  poli- 
tical world,  without  a  parallel  ! 

The  proclamations  to  enfnare  the 
timid  and  credulous,  are  beyond  ex- 
prefiion  diungenuous  and  tantalizino-. 
In  a  gilded  pill  they  conceal  real 
poifon.  They  add  infult  to  injury. 
After  repeated  intimations  of  comf- 
ftonirs  to  treat  with  America,  we  are 
prcfented,  inftead  of  the  peaceful 
olive-branch,  v/ith  the  devourlnp- 
fword ;  inibad  of  being  vifited  by 
plenipotentiaries,  to  bring  m.atters  to 
an  accommodation,  we  are  invaded 
with  an  army,  in  their  opinion,  able 
to  fubdue  us ;  and  upon  difcovering 
their  error,  the  terms  propounded 
amount  to  this  :  "  If  you  H.vi  Ifubmit 
"  nuithout  re/jjiance,  vje  are  cement 
"  to  take  your  property,  and  fpare 
"  your  li-ves ;  and  then  (the  confum- 
"  matlon  of  arrogance!)  ave  <Tjjill 
"  gracioufl<i  pardoit  )ou  for  having  hi' 
"  therto  defended  both." 

Confidcr  then  their  bewildered 
councils,  tlieir  blundering  miniilers, 
their  v/ant  of  men  and  money,  their 
impaired  credit,  and  declining  com- 
merce, their  loft  revenues,  and  ftarv-  , 
ing  iflands,  the  corruption  of  tlieir 
parliament,  with  the  efteminacy  of 
the  nation,  and  the  fuccefs  of  their 
enterprife  is  againft  all  probability. 
Confiderlno:  farther,  the  horrid  enor- 
mity  of  waging  war  againft  their 
own  brethren,  expoftulating  for  an. 
audience,  complaining  of  Injuries, 
and  fupplicating  for  redrefs,  ancf 
waging  it  with  a  ferocity  and  ven- 
geance unknovv^n  to  modern  ages,  and 
contrary  to  all  lav/s,  human  and  di- 
vine ;  and  we  can  neither  queftioa 
the  juftice  of  cur  oppofttlon,  nor  the 
afiiftance  of  Heaven  to  crown  It  with 
vidlory. 

Let  us,  however,  not  prefumptu- 
oufly  rely  on  the  interporition  of  Pro- 
vidence, without  exerting  thofe  ef- 
forts which  it  is  our  duty  to  exert,  and 
which  our  bountiful  Creator  has  en- 
abled us  to  e::eri.  Let  us  do  our 
part  to  open  the  next  campaign  with 

M  2  redoubled 
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redoubled  vigour ;  and  until  the 
United  States  have  humbled  the 
pride  of  Britain,  and  obtained  an 
honourable  peace,  chearfully  furnifh 
our  proportion  for  continuing  the 
war— A  war  on  our  fide  founded  on 
the  immutable  obligation  of  fejf-de-^ 
fence,  apd  in  fupport  of  freedom,  of 
virtue,  and  every  thing  tending  to 
ennoble  our  nature,  and  render  our 
people  happy.  On  their  part,  prompt- 
ed by  boundlefs  avarice,  and  a  thirll 
for  abfolute  fway,  and  built  on  a 
claim  repugnant  to  every  principle  of 
reafon  and  equity — A  claim /uh-verji-je 
of  ell  liberty,  ncturaU  cvuiL  moral, 
and  religious  ;  incompatihle  ivith  human 
happine/s,  and  7ifurping  the  attributes 
cf  Deity,  d 'grading  man,  and  blas- 
pheming God. 

Let  us  all,  therefore,  of  every  rank 
and  degree,  remember  our  plighted 
faith  and  honour  to  maintain  the 
caufe  vvith  our  lives  and  fortunes. 
Let  us  inflexibly  perfevere  in  profe- 
cuting  to  a  happy  period,  v^'hat  has 
been  fo  glorioufly  begun.,  and  hi- 
therto fo  profperoufly  condu«Sled. — 
And  let  thofe  in  more  diilingaifhcd 
itations  ufa  all  their  influence  and  au- 
thority to  roufe  the  fupine ;  to  ani- 
mate the  irrefolute ;  to  confirm  the 
v/avering ;  and  to  draw  from  his 
lurking  hole,  the  fkulking  neutral, 
who  leaving  to  others  the  heat  and 
and  burden  of  the  day,  means  in  the 
final  refult  to  reap  the  fruits  o^  that 
vidory,  for  which  he  will  not  con- 
tend. Let  us  be  peculiarly  afliduous 
in  bringing  to  condign  punifhment, 
thofe  deteftable  parricides  who  have 
been  openly  active  agair^ft  their  na- 
tive country.  And  may  v/e,  in  all 
cur  deliberations  and  proceedings,  be 
influenced  and  dircded  'by  the  great 
ajbiter  of  the  fate  of  nations,  by 
whom  empires  rife  and  fall,  and  who 
will  not  always  fulfer  the  fceptre  of 
the  ivickid  to  reft  'on  the  lot  cf  the 
righteous,  but  in  due  time  avenge  an 
jujured  people  on  their  unfeeli.\g 
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Oppressor,    and  his  bloody  injirii^ 
menls, 

WILLIAM  LIVINGSTONE- 

Hadderjie'.d,  Teh.  25,    1777. 

Tranflat'ion  of  a  Memorial  prcfented  hy 
Sir  Jofeph  Torke  to  th:  States  Ge- 
tieral,  on  the  twenty  Jsrji  day  of  Fe- 
bruary,   1777. 

"  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
unnatural  rebellion,  which  has  broke 
out  in  the  EngiiHi  colonies  againft  the 
legal    conilitutioa    of    the     Mother 
Countrv,  the  underligned   Ambaifa- 
dor    Extraordinary    and    Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
has  had  frequent  occahons  to  address 
himielf  to  your  High  Mightinefles, 
in  the  name  of  his  Mailer,  to  engage 
them  by  all  motives  of  national  inte- 
Ye?i,    of    good    neighbourhood,     of 
friendfhip,  and  finally  of  treaties,  to 
put  a  Hop  to  the  clandcfdne  commerce 
which   is   carried    on    between   their 
fubjefts  and  the  rebels.     If  the  mea- 
fures  which  your  High  Mightinsifes 
have  thought  proper  to  take  had  been 
as  efficacious  as  your  ailurances  have 
been  amicable,  theMnderfigned  would 
not   now   have  been  under   the   dif- 
agreeable  necefiity  of  bringing  to  tiie 
cognizance  of   your   High    Mighti- 
nefles, fafts  of  the  moll  ferious  nature, 
"  The  King  hath  hitherto  borne, 
v/ith  unexampled  patience,  the  irre- 
gular conduct  of  your  fubjetlsin  their 
intereiled  commerce  at  St.  Euftatia, 
as  alfo  in  America,    His  Majelly  has 
always  flattered  himfelf,  that  in  giv- 
ing time  to   your  High  Mightinefles 
to  examine   to   the  bottom  this  con- 
duft,  fo  irregular  and  fo  infuflerabie, 
they  would  have  taken  meafures  ne- 
ceflary  toreprefs  the  abuie,  to  rellrain 
their  fubjedls  within  bounds,  and  to 
make   them  refpedl   the   rights   and 
friendfhip  of  Great-Britain. 

"  The  complaints  which  I  have  or- 
ders to  make  to  their  High  Mighti- 
neiTes,  are  founded  upon  autlientic  do- 
cuments annexed   to  this  Memorial, 

wherQ 


(    93    ) 


.where  tlieir  High  Mightinefles  will 
fee  with  altoniihment,  and  I  doubt 
not  at  the  fame  time  with  difpleafuie, 
that  their  new  Governor,  M.  Van 
Graaf,  after  having  permitted  an  il- 
licit commerce  at  St.  Euilatia,  hath 
pafied  bis  forgetfulnefs  of  his  duty  to 
tile  point  of  conniving  at  the  Ameri 
cans  in  their  holtile  equipments,  and 
the  permitting  the  fei::ure  of  an  Eng- 
liih  veffel,  by  an  American  pirate, 
within  cannon  (hot  of  that  ifland. 
And  in  aggravation  to  the  aflront 
given  to  the  Engliih  nation,  and  to 
all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  return 
from  the  fcrtrefs  of  his  government 
the  falute  of  a  rebel  flag.  In  re- 
turn to  the  amicable  reprefentations 
made  by  the  pref:dent  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher, 
on  thefe  fads  of  notoriety,  M.  Van 
Graaf  has  anfwered  in  a  manner  the 
moft  vague  and  unfatisfadory,  re- 
fufmg  to  enter  at  all  into  the  lubject, 
or  into  an  explanation  of  the  matter 
with  a  Memher  of  his  jMajefcy's  Coun- 
cil of  St.  Chrillopher's,  difpatched 
by  the  Prefident  for  that  purpofe  to 
St.  Euftatia. 

"  After  exhibiting  the  documents 
annexed,  nothing  remains  with  me  but 
to  add,  that  the  King  who  liad  read 
them,  not  witii  lefs  furprize  than  in- 
dignation, hath  ordered  me  to  ex- 
prefsly  demand  of  your  Eligh  Migh- 
tinefles, a  formal  difavowal  of  the 
falute  by  Fort  Orange,  at  St.  Eu- 
ftatia, to  the  rebel  Ihip,  the  difmif- 
Hon  and  immediate  recall  of  Gover- 
nor Van  Graaf,  and  to  declare  fur- 
ther, on  the  part  of  his  Majelly,  that 
until  that  fatisfadion  is  given,  they 
are  not  to  expedl  that  his  Majeliy 
will  fufi'er  himfelf  to  be  amufed  by 
mere  aflurances,  or.  that  he  will  de- 
lay one  inftant   to   take  fuch   mea- 


furcs  as  he  (hall  think  due  to  thein-r 
terells  and  dignity  of  his  Crown. 

(Signed)     JOS.  YORKE. 
jGiven  at  the  Hague,  Feb.  21, 1777." 

Copy  of  a  memorial  delivered  under  the 
orders  of  the  Stales  General,  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  En- 
'uoy  Extrao'dinary  and  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  their  High  MightineJJes  *. 

SIRE, 
"  It  is  with  the  moft  profound  re- 
fpeft,  that  the  under-figned  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
their  High  Mightinefles,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  orders  which  he  hath 
received,  hath  the  honour  to  repre- 
fent  to  your  Majefty,  that  the  memo- 
rial which  your  Ambaflador  hath  pre- 
fented  to  their  High  Mightinefles 
on  the  2ift  of  laft  month,  hath 
touched  them  very  fenfibly ;  and 
that  they  find  themfelves .  obliged  to 
make  complaint  of  the  reproaches 
which  are  contained  in  it,  as  if  their 
Hijrh  Mig-htineir^s  were  to  be  fuf- 
pccted  of  a  v/ill  and  intention  of 
aniufing  your  Majelly  by  amicable 
aflurances,  which  they  have  falfified. 
by  their  adis  ;  alio  of  the  menacing 
tone  which  reigns  in  that  memorial, 
and  appears  to  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles too  highly  ftralned,  beyond 
that  vvhich  is  the  accorded  and  ac- 
cuflomed  manner,  and  that  ought  to 
take  place  between  two  fovereign  and 
independent  powers,  and  efpecially 
between  two  neighbouring  powers, 
which  have  been  of  fo  ma-iv  years 
continuance,  united  by  the  ties  of 
good  harmony  and  mutual  friendfhip. 
"  Their  High  Mightinefles  truft 
that  on  all  occaflons,  and  particularly 
in  refpeil  to  the  unfortunate  troubles 
of  your  Maj city's  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, they  have  held  a  conduft  tov/ards 


*  This  is  the  anCwer  to  his  JVIajeflj's  ccmplaints  made  t=)  the  St.ites  in  the  preceding  me- 
mori-.l.  Difdairinj;  the  fplrit  and  manner  of  the  complaint,  fh<;y  pafTcd  by  ihe  A.Tibfl'^dor 
(Sirjofeph  Yorke),"and  alio  the  Sccrttaty  of  State  (Loid  Suf/olOj  ai^cl  coi^-^^-^ndsd  their  Mi- 
nift.-T  a!  London  to  addrefs  himfelf  diieirxly  to  the  King,  and  to  dehvcr  thei;-  anfvvcr  inio  his 
own  hands. 

your 
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your   Majelly,    which   has  been   ex-    any  of  their  fervants,  to  the  veiu^ls 
pefted  from  a  good  neighbour,  and  a 
friendly  and  afteftionate  power. 
"  Their  High  IVIightinefles,  Sire, 


Iiold  your  Majeily's  friendfhip  in  the 
ligheft  ellimation,    and   wifn    to  do 


of  your  Majefty's  colonies  of  North- 
America,  or  tliat  they  may  give  here- 
after, fo  far  as  thofe  adls  or  marks 
of  honour  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as  that   any  can  conclude  from  them 


every  thing  in  their  power  (as  far  as  that  it  is  intended  thereby,  in  the 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  their  ftate  lealt  degree,  to  recognize  the  inde- 
will  permit  them  to  go)  to  cultivate    pendence  of  thofe  colonies. 


The  under-figned  is  alfo  further 
charged  to  inform  your  Majelly, 
that  their  High  MightinefTes  have, 
in  confequence,  given  their  orders  to 
their  Governors  and  Councils  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  have  enjoined  them 
afrefli,  in  the  ilrongeft  terms,  to  ob- 
ferve  exailly  the  placards  and  orders 
againll  the  exportation  of  military 
llores  to  the  American  colonies  of  your 
Majefly,  and  to  fee  them  executed 
moft  rigorouily. 

(Signed)  WELDEREN." 

Dated  London,  March  26,  ^']']'] • 
Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Lord  Suff'olk  to 
the   Count   de   Welderen,   the  Dutch 
M'mijhr  at  London^  dated  the   \oth 
of  April,    1777- 

St.  James''s,  April  10,  1 777. 
*'  The  King  having  taken  cogniz- 
ance of  the  memorial  you  addreffed  to 
and  others  employed  in  their  colo-  his  Majefty  on  the  26th  ult,  in  confe- 
Hies,  have  already  difpatched  their  quence  of  the  orders  you  have  received 
orders  to  the  Commandant  of  St.  Eu-  from  their  Higli  ?v^ightineffes,  orders 
ftatia,  to  render  himfelf  witliin  the  me  to  a/llire  you,  that  his  Majelly  ac- 
Republic  without  delay,  and  as  fcon  cepts  it  with  fatisfaftion— at  the  fame- 
as  poffible,  to  give  the  necelTary  in-  time  that  he  cannot  perceive  tluit  tlie 
ftirmation  of  all  that  has  pafled  with-     memorial  prefented  by  his  Ambafia- 


it  Hill  more  and  more  ;  but  they  can- 
not at  the  fame  time  fo  far  reftrain 
themfelves,  as  to  difgulfe  the  very 
|)oignant  fenfation,  vvith  which  that 
memorial  hath  imprefied  them. 

"  It  is  alone  from  the  motive  of  de- 
Hionltrating  to  your  Mi.jeHy  every 
poffibie  regard,  and  to  prove  that 
their  High  MightinelTeo  will  not  neg- 
left  any  thing,  wliich  may  ferve  to 
inveltigate  properly  the  truth  of  the 
&cls,  from  whence  the  complaints 
aiade  to  them  ktm  to  have  arifen, 
tihat  they  have  refolved  to  inllitute 
ail  enquiry  in  a  manner  the  moft 
fummary,  and  cut  oft"  all  trainings  of 
delay. 

"  To  this  end  their  High  Mighti- 
Beflles,  paaing  by  the  ordinary  and 
lafual  form  in  like  cafes,  requiring  a 
seport  in  writing  from  their  cfHcers 


in  tiie  iftand  of  St.  Euftatia,  and 
that  which  hath  come  to  his  know- 
ledge relative  to  the  American  Co- 
Bonies  and  their  vefiel?,  during  the 


dor  to  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  the  21  ft  of  Febru- 
ary, contained  any  thing  contrary  to 
what  ou<rht  to  tal:e  place  between  fo- 


period  of  his   comm.and,  and  to  lav  vereigns  and  inde'pendent  powers  in 

his   conduft,    touching  that  matter,  theweighty  circun^ftanccsin  queftion. 

before  the  eyes  of  their  High  Migli-  "  His  Majefty  was  the  more  lenfibly 

tinefies.            "  aiFefted  with  the  afrair  which  confti- 

"  The  under-figned  is  charged  by  tuted  the  principal  fubjeft  of  thecom- 

6is  orders  to  bring  the  information  of  plaint,  becaufe  it  was  occafioned  by 

this  refolution   tO  your   Majefty,    as  the  indecent  proceedings  of  a  Gover- 

aJfo    that    tlieir    High  MightinelTes  nor  in  the  fervice  of  a  neighbour, 

piake  no  difficulty  of  difavowing,  in  who  has  been   united  for  fo  long  a 

■flhe  moft  exprefs    manner,  everv   ad  time  with  his  Majefty  by  the  bands  of 

«r  mark  of  honour  vviiich  may  have  good  harmony  and  mutual  afreftion. 

1?eeii  given  by   their  officers,  or  Ly  "  His  Majefty  lias  heard  with  plea- 

fure. 
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fine,  that  thelf  High  Mightinefles 
have  fulfilled  his  expedation ;  that 
they  have  recalled  their  Governor ; 
tliat  the  inlult  is  difa vowed,  and  tliat 
orders  are  difpatched  to  the  governors 
and  commanders  of  the  colonies  of 


ated  in  the  borough  of  Plymouth  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  to  be  places  of 
coniinement  for  fuch  prifoncrs.    laid. 


Lojidoft,  April  1^.  The  Lexington, 
an  American  flooo  of  war.  Captain 
their  High  Mightineffes  in  the  V/eft-  Johnfon,  arrived  a  few  days  fince  at 
Indies,  to  obferve  ftriftly  the  placarts  Bourdeauxin  France,  v/ith  difpatches- 
aud  orders  againlV  the  exportation  of  from  Baltimore  in  Maryland.  She 
military  ftores  to  his  Majefty's  colo-  left  it  the  beginning  of  March,  and 
nies  in  America,  adually  in  rebel- 
lion; and  being  perfiiaded  that  their 
High  Mightinelles  will  watch  over 
the  pun<flu?l  execution  of  their  ordi- 
nances, with  pleafure  puts  an  end  to 
all  caufe  of  vexation  that  the  confc- 
tjuences  of  the  oH'enfive  condud  of 
the  Governor  of  St.  Euliatia  may 
Jia\^e  given  them. 

I  hav-e  the  honour  to  be, 
(Signed)  SUFFOLK." 


on  her  paiiage  took  two  prizes ;  one 
an  empty  tranfport,  vv^hich  Ihe  burnt 
at  fea,  and  the  other  fhe  carried  to 
Bourdeaux.  Part  of  her  advices  are, 
that  there  had  been  an  infurreftion  in 
favour  of  Government  on  the  Eallern 
fliore  of  Maryland:  about  500  per- 
fons  appeared  in  arms,  but  they  were 
immediately  difperfed  by  a  Continen- 
tal Virginia  regiment,  their  leaders 
imprifoned,  and  the  rell:  implored  and 
received  mercy.  That  Lord  and  Ge- 
neral Howe,  had  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, attempted  to  open  a  negccia- 


BruJJels,  Jpril  iS.  An  ordinance 
has  been  publifned  iiere,  for  prolong- 
ing, during  the  term  of  one  year,  the  tion  with  the  Congrefs,  through  Ge- 
ordinance  of  the  27th of  April,  1776,  neral  Lee,  who  wrote  a  letter  to  them 
prohibiting  the  fupplying  the  Eritiih  f  jr  that  purpofe,  but  the  propofal  was 
colonies  in  America  with  warlike  rejected  with  difdain,  the  Congreis 
ftores.     Gazette.  declaring,  "  They  nju-ould  treat  nuith 

Paris,  April  21.  His  Imperial  Ma-  no  poivsr  on  earth,  <vshich  did  not  firji 

jelly  arrived  here  on  Friday  laftin  the  ackno-'juleds^e  their  independency'^  That 
evening,    under  the  title  of  Count 


all  die  colonies  had  fuliy  compleated. 
their  levies,  and  the  troops  were 
marching  from  all  quarters  to  join 
General  Waihi;igton's  army.  That 
it  was  expedled  General  Howe  would 
attempt,  early  in  the  Spring,  before 
(he  fuppofed)  Wafiiington's  army 
"  detain  perfons  charged  with  or  fuf-  would  be  compleated,  to  march  to- 
*•  pefted  of  the  crime  of  high  trea-  wards  Philadelphia,  and  that  he 
"-  fon  committed  in  any  of  his  Ma-  might  make  fome  progreis  that  way. 
"  jefty's  colonies  or  plantations  in  But  this  was  rather /^a^e^  than  feared, 
**  America,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  it  being  evident,  from  the  fupcrior 
"  the  crime  of  piracy;"  the  King  ftrength  of  General  Wafhington,  that 
has  been  pleafed,  by  warrants  under  General  Howe  could  eafily  be  llopped. 
his  Royal  fign  manual,  to  appoint  a  on  his  march,  and  \iXiretreat  rendered 
certain  meffuage   or  building  called     aimoll;  impoiiible. 

Forton,  onthe  Gofponfide  of  Porti-  — _— —, 

mouth  harbour,  in  the  pariHx  ofAl-  The  follovv'-ing  areextrafts  of  a  ge- 
verftoke  in  the  county  of  Southamp-  nuitiC  letter  from  Nantz,  in  France; 
ton,  and  alfo  a  certain  meffuage  or     received  in  London,  April  23. 


Falkenitein.     Ibid. 

St.  'James'' s,  April  26.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  an  A£l  of  Parliament  made 
in  the  prefent  year  of  his  Majelly's 
reign,  intitled,  "  An  Aft  to  im- 
"  power  his   Majeily  to  fecure  and 


building  called  Old  Mill  Prifon,  fitu- 


♦'  An  exprcis  packet  is  juit  arrived 

here. 
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here,  which  failed  from  Baltimore, 
about  the  middle  of  February.  She 
brings  an  account,  that  the  beating 
up  of  the  cantonments  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  troops  in  Jerfey,  brouglu  on  fe- 
veral  Ikirmiihes,  in  which  the  regu^ 
lars  loft  fmce  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber, upwards  of  2G00  men,  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prifcners,  12 
brafs  field  pieces,  almoft  the  entire 
baggage  of  two  brigades,  feveral  pairs 
of  colours,  ammunition  waggons, 
di-ums,  &c.  that  there  vvas  no  cor- 
diality between  the  Englifh  and  Hef- 
fian  Generals,  the  latter  of  whom 
were  much  diffatisfied,  and  many  of 
the  Heffians  had,  and  were  daily  de- 
ferting  to  the  American  army;  that 
General  Wafliington  was  drawing 
lines  round  the  Britifh  army  in  the 
Jerfeys,  and  had  reduced  it  to  very 
great  diftrefs,  and  made  the  commiu- 
iiication  with  the  Hiips  extremely  dif- 
ficult and  hazardous ;  that  the  Con- 
grefs  had  refolved  to  augment  their 
army  to  1 10  battalions  (8^,560  men) 
and  which  they  expefted  would  be 
ready  to  take  the  field  early  in  the 
fpring,  all  their  former  levies  being 
nearly  complea ted,  the  people  having 
been  iHmulated  to  enter  through  the 
great  diforders  which  the  Britilh,  as 
well  as  the  Heffians,  had  committed 
in  the  Jerfeys,  many  authentic  cafes 
of  rapes,  murders,  and  other  bruta- 
lities, having  been  publiflied,  which 
had  excited  the  greateft  rage;  that 
the  late  fuccefles  had  quite  altered 
the  face  of  affairs ;  and  that  the  ar- 
rangements throughout  all  the  pro- 
vinces were  carried  on  with  confi- 
dence and  the  greatell  harmony. 
About  10,000  m.en  were  afTembled  at 
Rye  in  Connefticut,  and  prepara- 
tions made  to  receive  the  troops  from 
Rhode  Ifland,  had  they  attempted  to 
laud.  Many  valuable  captures  had 
been  made  by  the  American  priva- 
teers, among  others  a  vciTel  with 
12,000  fuits  ofcloathing,  and  40CO 
Hand  of  arms. 

"  The  lail  letters  from  the  WcH- 


Indies  mention,  that  an  Arheiicaif 
vell'el,  under  French  colours,  from 
Maryland  and  IVIartinico,  had  been- 
taken  and  carried  into  Dominica. 
The  French  Governor  was  fo  much 
exafperated  at  this  ftep,  that  he  im- 
mediately gave  orders  to  feize  every 
Englilh  vellel  within  his  power.  Six 
were  feized  at  Martinico,  their  fails 
taken  away>  and  their  rudders  un- 
hung. An  aid-de-camp,  and  an  in- 
terpreter, were  gone  from  Dominica 
to  Martinique  on  this  bufinefs. 

"  The  prizes  which  the  American 
frigates  now  here  (Nantz)  have  taken, 
have  been  fold  in  the  Bay  of  Quibe- 
ron,  which  has  foreign  privileges, 
and  wiiich  makes  it  feem,  that 
Government  is  not  acquainted  with 
what  pafles ;  for  as  L'Orient  is  a 
King's  port,  the  Commiilary  of  Ma- 
rine was  not  willing  to  permit  the 
the  fale  there,  and  he  has  fince  re- 
ceived an  order  from  Court,  to  caufe 
the  frigate  and  her  prizes  to  quit  the 
port,  which  had  been  executed  in 
form  ovl)',  as  the  American  frigate  is 
now  adually  careening  in  our  port 
(Nantz)  and  two  of  her  prizes,  with 
wine  and  fifh,  difcharged  here." 


The  Amevican  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Paris  (fo  they  are  iHled  in  France) 
have  taken  up  their  refidence  at  the 
houfe  kept  by  a  relation  of  M.  de 
Maurepas,  the  Minifter,  who  when  he 
vifits  his  relation,  v/hich  he  does  fre- 
quently, fails  not  to  vifit  his  ledgers 
alfo. 


Olher  intelligence  brought  from 
America  to  France,  is. 

In  South-Carolina  every  thing  per- 
fedly  quiet  ;  trade  in  a  very  flourilh- 
ing  way ;  manufadures  of  cloaths, 
&c.  making  for  the  Negroes  with 
great  rapidity  ;  fome  planters  had  al- 
ready made  more  than  fufiicicnt  for 
themfelves.  In  Charles  Town  har- 
bour, above  thirty  fail  of  foreign  vef- 
fels.  Had  four  privateers  at  fea,- 
vvhich  liad  taken  feveral  prizes. 

We 
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Every  thing  perfeftly  quiet  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  The  little  mu- 
tiny in  Maryland  entirely  put  an  end 
to,  and  the  chiefs  confined  in  prifon. 

The  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia. 

On  the  J  4th  of  March,  General 
Wafhington's  army  at  Morris  Town 
confilted  of  fourteen  thoufand  men^ 
cftedive. 

By  the  middle  of  May,  the  Con- 
grds  expefted  the  Continenta.1  army 
to  be  entirely  completed. 

About  one  hundred  and  twenty 
addiiional  privateers,  from  the  dif- 
ferent ports  in  America,  were  to  be 
ready  for  fea  by  the  middle  of  April. 

Eleven  thoufand  men,  well  ac- 
coutred, under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  were  near  Providence. 
—This  circumftance  prevented  Lord 
Percy's  fending  to  New-Yerk  the  re- 
mainder of  the  light  infantry,  which 
General  Howe  had  wrote  for.  Lord 
Percy's  anfwer,  in  fubllance,  was  this, 
*'  That  if  ordered,  he  muft  obey ; 
but  thought  it  his  duty  to  reprefent 
his  fituation  firll,  that  the  enemy 
having  collefted  a  large  force  in  his 
neighbourhood,  &c.  &:c.  fach  dimi- 
nution of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, would  greatly  endang;er  the 
public  fervice,  in  that  quarter." 

The  fadl  refpeding  Lord  Percy 
is  Hated  to  be  as  follows : 

After  the  afiair  at  Trenton,  Gene- 
ral Kowe  wrote  to  Lord  Percy  for  a 
fecond  reinforcement  of  1500  men. 
Lord  Percy  did  not  immediately  com 
ply  with  this  order ;  but  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  the  enemy  were  coi- 
lefting  a  large  force  near  Providence, 
of  which  circumftance  he  fuppofed 
General  Howe  unacquainted,  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  reprefent  tliis 
matter,  and  to  add,  that  he  appre- 
hended it  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
fervice  in  that  part,  to  fend  away  fo 
krge  a  corps. 

General  Hov.e  replied,  tlint  Lord 
Fi-Tcy  ki.ev.'  the  conlequence  of  dif- 
cbedience  of  orders,  that  he  would 
be   tried  by   a.   Court  Martial,  and 


would  certainly  be  broke;  that  lie 
(General  Howe,  was  inclined  to  (hew 
his  Lordlhip  all  the  indulgence  that 
his  fervices  deferved,  at  the  fame  time 
he  infilled  upon  his  orders  being 
punflually  obeyed. 

The  troops  were  fent. 

Lord  Vexty  wrote  an  account  of 
the  whole  affair,  and  fent  it  (by  the 
the  lall:  veffel  from  Rhode-IHand)  to 
his  father,  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland ;  at  the  fame  time  befeeching 
his- Grace,  to  lay  him  with  all  humi- 
lity at  his  Majefty's  feet,  and  to  foli- 
cit  his  immediate  recal. 

The  Duke  complied  with  his  fon's 
requelb  The  King  was  greatly  fur- 
prifed.  Lord  George  Germaine  was 
fent  for,  his  Lordfhip  was  furprifed. 
alfo,  not  having  had  the  leaft  infor- 
mation of  fuch  difference. 


Philadelphia,   February  6^    1 777. 

Lall  Friday  the  following  gentle- 
men were  eledled  at  the  Statehoufe, 
viz.  Thomas  Wharton,  jun;  Coun- 
fellor,  and  Col.  Bull,  Col.  Moor^ 
Major  Lollar,  and  Col.  Coats,  Mem- 
bers of  Aflembly  for  the  county  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Hon.  John  M'Kinley,  Efq. 
is  appointed  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Delaware 
State. 

When  Governor  Trumbull  of  Con- 
nedlicut  recommended  it  to  the  houf- 
holders  in  that  State,  who  are  not 
obliged  to  do  military  duty,  to  form 
tliemfelves  into  companies,  choofe 
their  own  officers,  and  equip  them- 
felves  for  the  defence  of  thefe  States, 
a  number  of  aged  gentlemen  in  the 
firll  fociety  in  the  town  of  Warter- 
bury,  em-bodied  themfelves,  and  no- 
minated their  own  officers,  who  were 
honoured  with  commiffions,  and  when 
the  regiment  of  militia  to  which  they 
belong  were  ordered  to  New- York, 
agreeable  to  a  late  refolve  of  General 
AfTerubly,  this  company  was  the  firll 
in  the  regiment  that  marched  and 
reached  the  place  of  rendezvous :  it 

N  is 
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is  ncnv  at  this  pkce^  and  confifls  of 
twenty-four  men,  their  ages,  added 
together,  are  a  thoujand  yean  ;  they 
are  all  married  men,  and  when  they 
came  from  home,  left  behind  them 
their  wives,  luith  a  hundred  and  forty- 
tiim  children  and  grand-children.  One 
of  them  is  fifty-eight  years  of  age, 
has  had  nineteen  children^  and  i^wel've 
grand-children  ;  fourteen  of  his  own 
children  are  now  living.  —  A  worthy 
example  of  patriotifm — let  others  go 
and  do  likewife. 

ExiraSi  of  a  letter  from  an  Officer  of 
DifinSlion,   dated  at   Chatham,  be- 
tween Mcrris-^ cnvn,  and  Elizabeth- 
Tonvn,   Ne^-Jeifey,  Feb.  3,    \']']']' 
"  We   liave  hemmed  the   enemy 
in,  and  begin   to   pinch  them.     On 
the  23d   ult.  v/e  trimmed  two  regi- 
ments   near   to   Woodbridge,    killed 
30  privates,  and  fc-/eral  officers.  Had 
Col.  Buckner,  who  commanded,  be- 
haved well,  we  fliould  have  deftroyed 
one  regiment.     He  is  now  under  an 
arreft.     We  loft  no  men  that  day. 

*^'  On  the  I  ft  inft.  3000  of  the  ene- 
my, under  command  of  Sir  William 
Erfliine,  came  out  of  Brunfwick  to 
forage.  They  had  eight  pieces  of 
cannon.  Several  of  our  fcouting 
parties  joined,  to  the  amount  of  600 
men,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
■§cot,  of  the  5  th  Virginia  regiment. 
A  difpofidon  was  made  to  attack  the 
enemy.  Col.  Scot,  with  90  Virgi- 
nians on  the  right,  attacked  zoo  Bri- 
tifli  grenadiers,  and  drove  them  to 
their  cannon.  The  other  parties  not 
marching  fo  briflcly  up  to  the  attack, 
the  Colonel  was  engaged  ten  minutes 
by  himfelf,  and  300  frefti  men  being 
ient  againft  him,  was  obliged  to  give 
■way,  and  formed  again  within  300 
yards  of  the  enemy.  By  this  time, 
two  other  dn'ifions  had  got  up  with 
the  enemy  ;  but  fuperior  numbers  at 
laft  prevailed.  Our  troops  retreated 
-.boutaquarterof  a  mile,  formed  again 
dnd  looked  the  enem/  in  ihv  face  until 


tJiey  retreated.  The  enemy  had  36 
killed,  that  the  country  people  faw, 
and  upwards  of  100  wounded.  U'^e 
baniiloj}  3  officers y  and  iz privates  kil- 
led, and  about  as  many  nvounded,  Lieut. 
Gregory,  from  Elizabeth  City  Coun- 
ty, Virginia,  a  brave  officer,  and 
Adjutant  Kelly,  of  the  5  th  Virginia 
regiment,  one  of  the  braveft  men  in 
the  army ;  he  was  carried  oft"  the  ^eld 
with  a  flefti  wound  only,  and  5  more 
Virginians ;  but  the  enemy  coming 
on  that  ground,  murdered  them,  by 
beating  out  their  brains,  ivith  a  bar- 
barity exceeding  that  of  the  fa'vages" 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  General  PUT- 
NAM, to  the  Council  if  Safety  of 
Pennfyluania,  receinjed  at  Philadel- 
phia   by    exprejs,    dated  at  Prince' 
Tonjun,  Feb.  18,    1777. 
"  Yefterday  evening    Col.    Nel 
fon,    with  150  men,  at  Lawrence* 
Neck,    attacked   60    men   of  Cort- 
land Skinner's  brigade,  commanded 
by  the  enemy's  reno^vned  Li2.nd  Pilot, 
Major     Richard     Stockton — routed 
them,  and  took  the  whole  prifoners 
—among  them  the  Major,  a  Captain, 
and  three  fubalterns,  with  70  ftand  of 
arms.     Fifty  of  the   Bedford  Penn- 
fylvania  rifiemen    behaved   like  ve- 
terans." 

The  following  are  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Majors  General  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States — Lord 
Sterling,  Thomas  Miffiin,  Arthur  St, 
Clair,  Adam  Stephen,  and  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  Efqrs. 

Col.  Enoch  Poor,  Col.  Glover, 
Col.  Patterfon,  Colonel  Anthony 
Wayne,  Col.  James  Mitchel  Var- 
num.  Col.  John  Phillip  Dehaas,  Col. 
George  Weedon,  Col.  Muhlenburg, 
Col.  John  Cadwallader,  and  Col. 
William  Woodford,  arc  alfo  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Brigadiers  Ge- 
neral. 

ExtruS  of  a  letter  from  Prince-T&iun, 
March    5. 

"  On  the  26th  ult.  a  party  of  our 

troops 
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troops  took  pofleflion  of  an  advan-  America,  and  are  difcouraged  front 
tageous  piece  of  ground,  on  the  foutii  returning  to  their  allegiance  by  ill 
fide  of  the  Rariton,  near  Brunfwick  ;  founded  doubts  of  the  reception  fuch 
upon  which,  they,  that  night,  ereded  tender  of  their  duty  may  meet  with  : 
a  battery  of  nx  32  pounders.  The  I  therefore  declare,  and  do  hereby 
firll  notice  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  promife  and  engage.  That  all  per- 
Icarving  army  in  Brunfwick,  had  of  ions  bearing  arras  as  aforefaid,  who 
it,  was  on  the  27th  in  the  morning,  fhall  furrender  themfelves  to  any  of- 
when  the  battery  fired  upon  a  nura-  ficer  commanding  any  part  of  his 
ber  of  boats  coming  from  Amboy  MajeHy's  forces,  on  or  before  the 
with  provifions.  Four  or  live  of  the  firll  day  of  May  next,  fhall  be  enti- 
boats  were  funk,  and  the  relt  driven  tied  to  pardon  for  all  oflences  hereto- 
back  to  Amboy,  who  from  thence  fore  committed  againft  his  crown  and 
carried  the  account  to  New- York,  dignity,  and  their  eftates  and  effefts 
Upon  which  General  Howe  came  be  fecured  from  feizure,  forfeiture, 
himfelf  into  Jerfey,  and  tried  to  open  or  confifcation, — That  every  non- 
the  communication  with  Brunfwick,  commiffioned  ofHcer  and  private  maa 
for  all  communication    with  Brunf-  who  ftiall  come  in  it)///& /^/.t  ar«/,  fhall 

wick,  except  by  the   Rariton,    was     ^^^o  receive  the /u// qja/ue /or  them. 

cut  off  fome  time  before,  and  remains  That    the    American    born    fubjeds 

fo  ftill.     He  failed    in  his   attempt,  ihall  be  permitted   to  enter  into  any 

and  narrowly  efcaped  being  killed,  of  the  Provincial  corps  in   Ids  Ma- 

or  made   prifoner.     Brunfwick  con-  jefty's  fervice,  or  to  return  Wome  as 

tinues  blockaded  on  every  fide;  and  they  think  fit. — And  that  the  Britilli 

the  army  and  inhabitants   are  in  the  and  Irifli  born  fubjefts  ihall  either  be 

greateft  diftrefs  for  provifions.     Even  taken   into  his  Majefty's  fervice,  or 


at  New-York,  beef  is  is.  2d.  per 
pound,  and  mutton  is  2s.  yd.  The 
Heflians  are  very  fickly.  General 
Wafliington's  army  is  full  20,00a 
men,  and  more  are  daily  coming  in." 


Nenjo-Tork,  March  17. 
By    his    Excellency    Sir   William 

Howp, 
Knight  of  the  moll  Elonourable  Or- 
der of  the  Bath,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Commiflioners  for  relloring 
peace  to  the  colonies.  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his 
Majefty's  forces  within  the  colonies 


conveyed  to  the  place  of  theirnativity, 
at  their  own  option. 

**  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head 
Quarters  in    New- York,  the 
15th  day  of  March,    1777. 
W.   HOW  E." 
By  his  Excellency's  command,. 
RoBtR  r  M'Kenzie,   Sec. 

Wh'tehalU  March  to. 
ExiraSiof  a  letter  from  the  Honour abh 
General  Sir   William  Hoive  to  Lord 
George   Germain,  dated  Ne-iv-Tork, 
Feh.  .12,    1777. 
The    difpofition  of  the  troops  In 


lying  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  from     this  quarter  having  undergone  little 


Nova  Scotia  to  Weft  Florida  incin- 
five,  &c.  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 
"  Whereas  it  has  been  reprcfented 
to  me    that   many  of  his    Majefty's 


alteration  fmcq  my  laft  difpatch,  I 
have  only  to  advdie  your  Lordfhip  of 
the  return  of  a  brigade  of  Britiih, 
and  fome  companies  of  Grenadiers 
and    Light    Infantry,    from    Rhode 


European  and  American  fubjedls  are  liland,  to  ftrcngthcn  Lord  Cornwal- 
compelled  by  force,  or  othervvife  in-  lis's  corps  in  Jerfey,  in  order  to  en- 
iduccd,  to  bear  arms  in  oppofition  to  able  his  Lordfliip,  widimore  fecurity 
the  re-eftabliftiment  of  the  conftitu-  to  the  pofts  of  Brunfwick  and  Am- 
tjonal   authority  of  government  in    boy,  to  make  a  movement,  whentha 

N   2  weather 
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weather  proves  favourable,  againft 
the  enemy  lliil  remaining  at  Morrjs- 
Town. 

Lieutenant-General  Clinton  being 
gone  to  England,  Lord  Percy  has 
fucceeded  to  the  command  at  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  has  with  him  Major-Gcv 
neral  Prefect,  one  troop  of  the  17th 
Light  Dragoons,  one  brigade  of  Bri- 
tifh,  and  two  of  HeiHans. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Tryon 
has  offered  his  fervice  in  the  com- 
mand of  a  corps  of  Provincials  for  the 
enfuing  campaign,  and  prefuming 
this  meafure  will  be  approved  by  his 
Majelly,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  place 
fuch  a  corps  under  his  command  as 
xnay  be  of  effential  fervice  in  the  pro- 
fee  ution  of  the  war. 

Major-General    Robertfon,     who 

will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this 

difpatch,  can  give  your  LordHiip  the 

■  bell  information   refpeding  the  pre- 

fent  ftateof  this  country. 

Major-General  Robertfon,  who 
left  Nevz-York  the  1 8  th  of  February, 
and  by  whom  the  letter,  of  which 
the  above  is  an  extraft,  has  been 
received,  gives  an  account  of  feveral 
advantages  gained  by  parties  com- 
pofed  of  Britilh  and  Heffian  troops, 
employed  in  efcorting  convoys  in  the 
Jerfeys,  over  large  bodies  of  the  re- 
bels, by  which  they  had  been  attack- 
ed :  particularly  that  a  party  of  the 
42d,  which  was  efcorting  fome  forage 
waggons  from  Brunfwick,  having 
been  attacked  by  a  great  number  of 
the  rebels.  Sir  William  '  Erlkine 
marched  out  v/ith  a  detachment  to 
their  relief,  and  taking  a  pofition 
which  placed  the  rebels  between  two 
fires,  obliged  them  to  retreat  in 
great  confufion,  leaving  between 
three  and  four  hundred  dead  upon 
the  fpot. 

That  a  confiderable  number  of  the 
rebels  having  appeared  on  the  heights 
above  the  Light-Houfe  at  Sandy 
Hook,  Major  Gordon,  with  200 
men,  landed  behind  them,  attacked 
and  defeated  them,    killing  fevernl. 


and  taking  74.  prifoners,  which  had 
occafioned  the  rebels  to  abandon  all 
that  part  of  Monmouth  county. 

That  the  Heffian  foldiers,  that  had 
fought  their  way  through  the  rebels 
at  Trenton,  and  come  to  New-York, 
had  requefted  General  Howe  to  fend 
them  back  into  the  Jerfeys,  that  they 
might  have  a  fhare  in  any  fervice  that 
the  feafon  would  admit  of;  with 
which  the  General  h?d  complied,, 
and  they    were   fent   back    accord- 

ingly- 

That  the  rebels  on  the  Weft  Chef- 
ter  fide,  had  colledled  all  the  militia 
they  could  draw  together  from  the 
New  England  Provinces  and  the 
Weitern  parts  of  New- York,  bring- 
ing with  them  a  number  of  empty 
waggons,  in  expectation  of  plunder- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  New  York 
I/land,  and  had  appeared  before 
fort  Independence,  near  King's 
Bridge,  which  they  fummoned  to 
furrender ;  but  upon  receiving  fome 
cannon  fhot  from  the  place,  and  per- 
ceiving the  difpofition  making  by 
General  Knyphaufen,  who  commands 
at  King's  Bridge,  for  attacking  them, 
they  withdrew  with  their  waggons, 
and  dilperfed. 

That  General  Howe  propofed 
pafling  over  from  New-York  into 
the  Jerfeys  on  the  1 8th  of  February, 
having  ordered  the  troops  which  were 
returned  from  Rhode-Hland  to  dif- 
embark  at  Amboy. 

That  all  his  Majefty's  Ihips  fit 
for  fea  were  kept  out  cruizing,  not- 
withftanding  the  rigour  of  the  fea- 
fon, and  had  taken  and  fent  into 
New-York  near  two  hundred  fail  of 
prizes. 

That  although  when  the  King's 
troops  took  poflell; on  of  the  city  of 
New- York,  it  was  found  ahnoft  with- 
out inhabitants,  the  eagernefs  of  the 
people  to  return  under  his  Majefty's 
government  was  fuch,  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  on  the  17th  of 
February  amounted  to  upwards  of 
lljOOO.      That  they   kept   conftant 

watch. 
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watch,  atid  patroled  the  city  night 
and  day,  to  guard  againll:  any  fur- 
ther attempts  of  rebel  incendiaries, 
and  that  their  zeal  and  alertnefs  had 
prevented  any  late  material  injury  to 
the  city  or  (hipping  from  fire. 

That  the  Congrefs,  after  declar- 
ing General  Walhington  Dictator 
of  the  American  States  for  fix 
months,  had  withdrawn  to  Baltimore 
in  Maryland,  leaving  a  Committee 
at  Philadelphia  to  affill  him  with 
their  advice. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Tiycn 
to  Lor  J  George  Germain. 
NeiJO  Tork,  Feb.  n,    1777. 
Mv  Lord, 
The  fuccefs  that  accomprinied  my 
endeavours   to  unite  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  by  an  oath  of  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  his   Majelly  and  his 
government,  has    met   my   warmeft 
vvifhes,  2970  of  the  inhabitants  hav- 
ing qualified  thereto  in  my  prefence. 
The  Mayor,  Recorder,  and    Alder- 
man Waddie,  were  emplo)-ed  in  ad- 
jniniftering  the  oath. 

I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  afiiire 
your  Lordfhip,  as  the  invitation  to 
the  people  to  give  this  volunatry  tef- 
timony  of  their  loyalty  to  liis  Ma- 
jelly and  his  government  was  made 
even  without  a  ihadou'  of  compul- 
fion,  it  gave  me  peculiar  fatisfattion 
to  fee  the  chearfulncfs  with  which 
they  attended  the  fummcns.  Iveriiy 
believe  thre  are  not  one  hundred  ci- 
tizens who  have  not  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  opportunity  of  thus  tef- 
tifying  dieir  attachment  to  govern- 
ment. The  Mayor,  fince  I  went 
through  the  feveral  wards,  has  at- 
tefted  50  more  men,  (and  is  daily 
adding  to  the  numbei)  which  makes 
the  whole  fv/orn  in  the  city  3020, 
which  added  to  thofe  atteiled  on 
Staten  IHand,  in  the  tluee  counties 
in  Long  niand,  and  in  Well  Cheiler 
county,  (all  which  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  2600)  makes  the  wliole 
^.mount  to  5600  men. 


Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  ufed  my 
beft  endeavours  to  fecure  the  fidelity 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  government, 
within  thofe  dillridts  through  which 
the  King's  troops  have  moved.  I 
have  alTured  the  General  that,  thould 
he  remove  all  his  troops  from  this 
citv,  there  v/ould  not  be  the  leall 
rifle  of  a  revolt  from  the  inhabitants ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  confident 
large  numbers  v/ould  take  a  ihare  in 
the  defence  of  the  town  againll  the 
rebels. 

The  loyal  inhabitants  of  Queen's 
county  received  the  800  Hand  ol  arms, 
dillributed  by  the  General's  permif- 
fion,  with  demonllrations  of  joy,  and 
with  a  profefied  refolution  to  ufe 
them  in  defence  of  the  illand. 

I  am  anxious  that  fome  grace  from 
government  may  fpeedily  be  extended 
to  this  loyal  quarter  of  the  province. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
London  Gazitte.]  W.  T  R  Y  O  N. 


Spuhead,  Jpril  18.  His  Majefly's 
fhip  the  St.  Albans  failed  on  the  i6th 
inltant  from  St.  Helen's,  and  this 
morning  the  Blonde,  and  Porpoife, 
v.ith  their  feveral  convoys  for  Ame- 
rica, having  on  board  the  Anfpacii 
troops  and  Hanau  Chadeurs,  and  the 
Brunfwick  and  Hanau  recruits.  IbU. 

Spit  head,  Aftil  19.  Yefterday  and 
this  morning  arrived  the  Refolution 
and  Royal  Britain  tranfports  from 
Willemlcadt,  with  HelTian  and  Ha- 
nau recruits,  for  their  refpeclive  corps 
in  America.     Ibtd. 

Spit  head.  May  9.  T'his  morning 
his  Majelly's  fhip  the  Proteus,  with 
the  Royal  Britain,  Refolution,  and 
Chrillian  tranfports,  having  on  board 
the  Hanau  Chafleurs,  and  the  St. 
St.  Andrew  Ordnance  Itore-fliip, 
failed  from  hence  for  Quebec.     Ibid. 

General  Burgoyneiaiied  from  Ply- 
mouth for  Quebec  in  the  Apollo,  32 
guns,  on  the  lecond  of  April.     And 

General  Clinton  failed  from  Ply- 
mouth for  New- York  in  the  Liver- 
pool, 28  guns,  on  the  9th  of  May. 

H'hitdal!, 
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Whitehall,  May  10,   1 7  7  7  • 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Hnnourahle 
General  Sir  William  Hoive  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  dated   Nenv-Tork, 
Jpril  \,    1777. 

There  have  not  been  any  occur- 
rences  fince   my.    laft   worthy    your 
Lordfliip's  notice,  except  the  fuccefs 
cf  a  detachment  of  fi\e  hundred  men 
that  I   Tent  up  the   North   River  in 
tranfports  on  the  2zd  of  March,  con- 
voyed by  the  Brune  Fr'gate,  to  de- 
Uroy  a  confiderable  depofit  of  provi- 
ilons   and  llores,  which    the   enemy 
had  made  at  Peek's  Kill,  near  fifty 
miles  diftantfrom  New- York.  -Lieut, 
Colonel  Bird  of  the   15th  regiment 
commanded  the  party.     The  rebels 
ilationed  there,  retiring  upon  his  ap- 
proach, he  got  eaiy  poileflion  of  the 
po/!'.     Before   their  retreat  they   fet 
iire  to  the  principal  ftore-houfes,  and 
thereby   rendered    ufelefs    the    only 
■wharf  where  it  was  prafticable  to  em- 
bark the  remaining  ftores  in  conve- 
rgent tim.e,  which  made  it  expedient 
tc  def  rov  the  greater  part.    This  was 
completely    eiiecled    to  the    amount 
fpecified  in  tlie  inclofed  return  ;  and 
the  detachment  reimbarking  v/ithout 
interruption,  returned  here  the  26th. 
Rtturn  of  Piovftcm,  jhres,   if!c.  {for 
the  vje  of  the  rebel  army')  taken  and 
defrayed  h\  a  detachment  of  the  Kings 
treats,   cuv-manned  by  Liiut.   Colonel 
Bi^d,  cf  the  \^th  infar.iry^  at  Peek's 
KtU  t'pon  the  North  Ki'ver,  the  z^d 
o nd  2 /,  th  cf  March,    1 7  7  7 • 
Dellroyed  and  burnt  by  the  King's 
troops:  3;ohogrneads  of  rum,   150 
Jiogfheads  cf  molaues,  800  barrels  of 
fiour,  !  50  barrels  of  bifcuit,  170  bar- 
rels of  pork,   30  barrels  of  beef,    17 
barrels  of  pitch  and  tar,  800  bufhels 
of  oats,  2500  bufhels  of  wheat,  800 
bufheis  of  buck  wheat,   12  cufks  of 
coffee,  9  cr^les  of  chocolate,  50  calks 
of  tallow,   30  cheits  of  candies,   15 
barrels  cf  lalt,    200   iron  pots   and 
camp  kettles,  500  canteens  of  wood 
and  bowls,  &c.  400  intrenching  tools 
30  calks  cf  n;ulf-.   150  v/aggons  and 


carts   with   harnefs,     i   iron    twelve 
pounder  on  a  field  carriage.     ^ 

Dellroyed  and  burnt  by  the  rebels : 
100  hogiheads  of  rum,  500  barrels  of 
Hour,  500  bundles  of  ftraw,  i  maga- 
zine of  hay,  2030  bufhels  of  wheat, 
I  ammunition  waggon  loaded. 

Total:  410  hogiheads  of  rum,  150 
hogiheads  of  molaffes,  1 300  baiTels 
of  flour,  150  barrels  of  bifcuit,  170 
bairels  of  pork,  30  barrels  of  beef,  1 7 
barrels  of  pitcli  and  tar,  500  bundles 
of  ftravv,  I  magazine  of  hay,  800 
bufhels  cf  oats,  4500  bufhels  of 
wheat,  800  buHiels  of  buck  wheat, 
1 2  calks  of  coffee,  9  cafes  of  choco- 
•late,  50  calks  of  tallow,  30  cherts  of 
candles,  1 5  barrels  of  fait,  200  iron 
pots  and  camp  kettles,  500  canteens 
cf  wood  and  bowls,  6cc.  400  in- 
trenching tools,  30  calks  of  nails, 
150  waggons  and  carts  with  harnefs, 
I  iron  twelve  pounder  on  a  carriage, 
I  ammunition  waggon  loaded. 

N.  B.  Two  piles  of  barracks  for 
1200  men,  and  leven  ftore-houfes 
containing  the  above  flores,  with 
many  other  articles  that  cannot  be 
juftly  afcertained,  were  burnt;  alfo 
fevcrai  floops  and  petiaugers  dellroy- 
ed, loaded  with  provilions. 

(Signed)  John  Bird, 

Lieuienant-Colonel  15th  regiment 

of  foot. 
J  dm  h- alt  y  Office,   May  10,    1 7  77. 
Extrad  of  a  leUer  frc?n  Lord  Vijcount 
Ho^i-ve,  P  ice  Admiral  of  the  White^ 
and  Comfnander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma  • 
jefty''s  Jhips    and    'veffels    in    North 
ySmerica,  to  Air,  Stephens,  dated  at 
NevD-Tork,  the  i\  ft  of  March,  1777. 
Commodore  Hotham  anchored  the 
19th  cf  January  in  Chefepeak  Bay, 
where,  by  his  unexpedted  appearance, 
an  opportunity  oHered  for  ieizing  a 
Ihip  laden  with  about  550  hogflieads 
of  tobacco  intended  for  Nantz.     He 
failed  from  Chefepeak   Bay,  on  the 
I  I  th  of  February,  and,  arriving  off 
the   Delav/are,     on    the    17th,    was 
forced   away   from    that   ftatiou     by 
ftrong  northerly  winds,    which  pre- 
vented 
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vented  his  return  until  the  1 1  th  in- 
llant ;  and  an  opportunity  was  thereby 
nfforJed  for  r.n  armed  frigate  fitted 
by  the  rebels,  with  feveral  trading 
veflels,  to  put  to  fea  from  that  river. 
The  Commodore  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  take  an  American  fhip,  laden 
\vith  ammunition  and  military  llores 
from  NantZj  after  his  return,  and 
fent  her  under  convoy  of  the  Daphne 
to  this  port.  Several  other  captures 
have  been  made  by  the  fhips  of  this 
fouthern  fquadron,  in  number  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty,  v/hicli  have 
been  moftly  funk  or  otherwife  de- 
Jlroyed.  I  have  realbn,  from  diffe- 
rent relations,  to  believe,  that  the 
fmall  fquadrons  under  Captain  Ham- 
mond and  Captain  Davis  have  made 
as  many  more ;  but  the  particulars 
not  having  been  yet  tranfmittcd, 
none  of  thefe  captures  are  added  to 
tlie  general  lill  herewith  inclofed. 

The  General  meditating  an  at- 
tempt by  furprize  to  take  or  deftroya 
confiderable  magazine  vvhich  the  re- 
bels had  formed  at  Peek's  Kill,  about 
fifty  miles  up  the  North  river,  a 
corps  of  troops,  commanded  by  Co- 
lonel Bird,  embarked  in  four  tranf- 
ports ;  and  proceeding  up  the  North 
i-iver  the  2 2d  inilant,  under  the  con- 
duft  of  Captain  Fergufon,  in  the 
Brune,  with  the  Dependence,  and 
another  galley,  fitted  for  the  occa- 
fion  ;  the  enemy,  upon  the  fudden 
difcovery  and  approach  of  the  arma- 
ment next  day,  fet  fire  to  a  part  of 
their  magazines  and  barracks,  before 
they  retreated.  The  troops,  after 
they  landed,  did  the  fame  to  the  relT: ; 
whereby  this  plentiful  depofit  of  pro- 
viilons,  ftores,  and  other  neccjTaiiej 
of  various  kinds,  was  totally  dellroy- 
ed,  with  no  other  lofs  than  two  fea- 
men,  wlio  were  milling  when  the 
troops  re-embarked  the  fucceeding 
<■■"}'■  ,  London  Gaze/if. 

£a:;/e,  nff  Ne-^'-Vcrk,  March  31,  1777. 
Liilofveiiels  feized  as  prizes,  and 
6f  re-captures  made,  by  the  Ameri- 
can  fcjuadron,  bsEv/ecn  th;   :c.th  cf 
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March  and  the  31ft  of  December, 
1776,  according  to  the  returns  re- 
ceived by  the  Vice  Admiral,  the 
Vifcount  Howe. 

PRIZES. 

Taken  bf  the  Orpheus. 
Ranger,  David  Wran,  mailer,  from 
Nantucket,  Filhing,  in  ballall.  A 
iloop  from  the  Welt-Indies,  driven 
on  ihore,  and  burnt.  Betfy,  Tho- 
m.as  Willy,  mailer,  from  Philadel- 
phia to  the  Weil-Indies,  laden  with 
Hour,  driven  on  Ihore  and  blown  up. 

from     the    Well-Indies, 

witli  ammunition,  merchandize,  <ic. 
Fidelity,     William    Willis,     mailer, 
from  Philadelphia  to  the  Well-Indies, 
with  flour.    Polly,  Philip  Lacy,  maf- 
ter,  belonging  to  the  Congrefs,  from 
Pluladelphia    to    France,    with    oil, 
flour,  and  fpermaceti  candles.  Peggy, 
Thomas  Patten,  mailer,  belonging  to 
the  Congrefs,  from  Philadelphia  to 
the  W"e{l-Indies,  with  flour.    Martin, 
James  Neal,   mailer,  from  Philadel- 
phia to  the  Welt-indies,  v/ith  Hour. 
Sarah  and  Elizabeth.    John  Connor, 
mailer,  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Well- 
Indies,  with    ilour.      Fancy,    Jofeph 
Titco.nb,  mailer,  from  Philadelphia  to 
New-England,  with  flour.  Delaware, 
James  M'Knight,  mailer,  from  Piii- 
ladelphia   to   the  Weil-Indies,    with 
flour.  Endeavour,  A.  Bartlet,  mailer, 
from  Philadelphia  to  the  Well-Indies, 
with    flour.     Mary    Ann,    Guil,  de 
Grave,   mailer,  from  Phiiadelpiiia  to 
the    Weil- In  dies,  vv'ith    flour.      Dif- 
patch,  Peter  Parker,  mailer,  belong  j 
ing  to  the  Congrefs,  from  PJuiaJei- 
phia  to  France,  with  flour. 

By  the  Orpheus  and  Daphne. 
Two  Brothers,  James  Giibcr.,  maf- 
ter,  Mayne  and  Co.  owners,  from 
Philadelphia  to  St.  Eullatia,  with 
bread,  flour,  and  fpermaceti  candles. 
Colonel  Parry,  Wm.  Gamble,  mailer, 
Leaming  and  co.  cv/ners,  from  Phi- 
hidelphia  to  South  Carolina,  with 
Hour,'  &c.  Fanny,  Don  M'Kay, 
mailer^  Wm,  Bell,  owner,  from  St. 

Eullathi 
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Euftatia  to  Philadelphia,  with  ofna- 
burgs,  linen,  rum,  molafies,  &c. 
Schylkill,  Benjamin  Camby,  mafter, 
Harbutfon  and  co.  owners,  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Cape  Nichola  Mole, 
with  flour  and  bread.  Greenwich 
Packet,  James  Glafcow,  mafter^ 
James  Young,  owner,  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Winyew,  Carolina,  with 
rum,  flour,  and  porter.  Nancy, 
James  Kinney,  mafter,  David  Bevin, 
owner,  from  Martinico  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  bale  and  cafe  goods,  nle- 
dicines,  and  claret.  Samuel,  Johit 
Hutchins,  mailer.  Skinner  and  co. 
owners,  from  Bourdeaux  to  New- 
York,  with  faltpetre,  fulphur,  fait, 
canvafs,  and  coarfe  linen.  St.  Patrick, 
Frederick  Lyhme,  mailer,  Jof.  Car- 
fun,  owner,  from  St.  Eullatia  to 
Philadelphia,  with  dry  goods.  The 
cargo  taken  out.  Royal  Scob,  Eber 
Merrick,  mailer,  S.  C.  Merrick, 
owner,  from  Cape  Nichola  Mole  to 
Rhode  Ifland,  with  molafles.  Tho- 
mas, Robert  Standley,  mailer,  T. 
Stephens,  owner,  from  Beverly  to 
Baltimore,  with  fugar  and  rum.  Re- 
fource,  Raymond  Lafon,  mafter,  Vi- 
dau  and  co.  owners,  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Port  au  Prince,  with  flour  and 
lumber. 
By  the  Orpheus  and  King's  Fiflier. 

Adrian,  from  Philadelphia  to 
France,  with  tobacco,  flour,  bread, 
aiid  ilaves. 

By  the  Perfeus. 

Viper,  B.  Wornwell,  mailer,  Mar- 
tin and  CO.  ovvTers,  from  Boilon,  on 
a  cruize  ;  fitted  as  a  privateer.  Bet- 
fey,  Alexander  Wilfon  mafter,  John 
Pain,  owner,  from  Bofton  to  Bour- 
deaux, with  dye-wood,  pot-aih,  &c. 
Roby,  William  Howland,  mailer,  J. 
Hov.-'andand  co.  owners,  from  Dart- 
mouth, New-England,  to  Surinam, 
with  iifh,  horfes,  fpermaceti  candles, 
and  !l;aves.  Adventure,  Job  Prince, 
mailer.  Prince  and  co.  owners,  from 
Bpxloa  to  Hifpanioia,  with  iiih. 
Haves,  fpermaceti  candles  and  pine 
pluni:.    llav/kc,  S.  Williams,  malter. 


Ru/Tel  and  co.  owners,  from  Hifpa^ 
niola  to  Rhode-liland.  Harlequin, 
Nathaniel  Phillips,  mafter,  Jer.  In- 
gram, owner,  from  Hifpanioia  to 
Rhode-lfland,  both  with  molafles, 
had  been  taken  by  the  William  and 
Mary  tranfport.  Seahorfe,  Thomas 
Coffin  mailer,-  Marfhall  and  co. 
owners,  from  Turk's  Ifland  to  Mar- 
tha's vineyard,  with  fait. 
By  the  Solebay. 

Hope,  from  Egg  Harbouf  to  Su- 
rinam,  with  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  lum- 
ber. Nancy,  from  North  Carolina 
to  St.  Euftatia  ;  Peggy,  from  ditto  to 
ditto ;  both  with  tobaccOj  tar,  tur- 
pentine and  lumber. 
Bj  the  Cerberus,  and  Jhips  Jlaiiomd 
ivith  her,  /^' Block  Ifland. 

Lyon,  M.  Barlow,  belonging  to 
the  Congrefs,  bound  fr^im  Cape 
Francois  to  Dartmouth,  with  pow- 
der, arms,  fait  and  molafl'es.  Polly, 
Robert  Crolby,  mailer,  —  Frankliit 
owner,  from  Nevs'-York  toDamaraza, 
with  flour  and  lumber.  Leviathan, 
B.  Woodcock  mafter,  B.  Woodcock^ 
owner,  from  Milford  to  St.  Croix, 
with  lumber.  Betfey,  J.  Arthur 
mailer,  —  Shaw,  owner,  from  New 
London  to  Cape  Francois,  withflour^ 
flfh,  Szc.  Annabella,  William  Cook 
mafter,  William  Cook,  owner,  from 
Amboy  to  St.  Croix,  with  flour,  flfh, 
and  lumber.  Elizabeth,  Jofeph  Lip- 
pet,  mailer,  John  Brown  owner,  from 
St.  Euilatia  to  Providence,  with 
powder,  arms  and  linen.  Hawke, 
John  Clarkfon,  mailer,  from  New- 
berry to  Surinam,  with  flour,  beef, 
pork  and  fifh.  William,  John  Tucker, 
mailer,  from  St.  Eullatia  to  Salem, 
with  wine,  rum  and  linen.  Catherine, 
the  people  took  the  boat  and  left  her. 
Mercury,  George  Bunker,  mailer^ 
from  the  coaft  of  Brazil  toNantuck;^ 
with  oil.  Mermaid,  Jof.  CoiHn,  maf- 
ter, from  ditto  to  ditto,  with  oil,  put 
on  board  the  Mercury.     Betfey  and 

Polly,    Hilton,  mailer,    

Hilton,  owner,  from    New- York  to 
Sa:idykook,  Vtith  proviiions  for  Go- 
vernor 
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vernor  Tryon.  Run  on  fhore,  a  fliip 
from  tlie  Well-InJies,  prize  to  the 
Andrew  Doria  privateer.  Felicite, 
■  Gouace,    mailer,   from  Rliode- 

Ifland  to  Cape  Francois,  with  fidi, 
flour,  and  fpermaceti  candles.  Suc- 
cefs,  E.  Hathaway,  mafler,  J.  Otis, 
ov.ner,  from  Cape  Francois  to  Dart- 
mouth, with  moialTes.  Jofeph,  Elias 
Coffin,  mailer,  from  Cape  Francois  to 
Nantucket,  with  molafles.  Batchclor, 

Shaw,  owner,  (the  people  took 

the  boat,  and  left  the  veflel  oft"  Mon- 
tock  point)  with  molaiTes.  Succefs, 
J. ^Coffin  mailer,  Jackfon  and  co. 
owners,  from  Cape  Nicola  to  New- 
berry, with  moIalTes.  Betfey  Vallkl, 
E.  Bacon,  mailer,  Solomon  Davis, 
owner,  from  Cape  Francois  to  Barn- 
Itable,  with  molafles. 

By  the  Unicorn. 
Katy,  Edward  Dillingham,  mafler, 
N.  Green,  owner,  from  Rhode-Ifland 
to  Curacoa,  with  flour,  tobacco,  and 
fpermaceti  candles.  Dolphin,  John 
Caniptel,  mailer,  J.  Campbel, owner, 
from  Falmouth  to  Hifpaniola,  with 
fifli  and  lumber.  Lively,  John  Par- 
fons,  mafter,  Jackfon  and  co.  owners, 
from  Philadelphia  to  Newberry,  with 
lici:r  and  iron. 

By  the  Camilla. 
Independence,  John  Gill,  mafler, 
from  Boilon,  on  a  cruize,  armed  with 
6  carriap-c-g-uns  and  8  fwivels.  Ad- 
miral  Montague,  John  Hay,  mafler, 
from  Hifpaniola  to  Rhode-lfland, 
uith  molaffes  and  coflee.  Chance, 
Thomas  Bell,  mafter,  to  Georgia, 
v/ith  flour  and  rum.  Polly,  William 
Thomfcn,  mailer,  to  Surinam,  in 
ballalh 

By  the  Raven. 
Friendfliip,  William  Townfliend, 
mailer,  M.  Kelfall,  owner,  from  Geor- 
gia to  foreign  Weil-India  iflands,  with 
rice.  Hope,  Jean  Louis,  ma.'ler,  — 
Moncreau,owner,from  Philadelphia  to 
Charles  Town,  with  Hour  and  lumber. 
By  the  Roebuck,  and  Jhips  under  Cap- 
tain Hammond'j  orders. 
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Maria, 


Stockholm,  mailer. 


Dennis,  owner,  from  St.  Euflatia  to 
Egg  Harbour,  with  bale  goods  and 
powder.  Grace, ,  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Baltimore,  in  ballalt.  A 
fmall  floop,  nobody  on  board,  in  bal- 
laft,  deftroyed.  A  pilot  boat,  ditto, 
loll.  Polly,  William  Bowen,  mailer, 
William  Bowen,  owner,  from  Phila- 
delphia to  North  Carolina,  with  nine 
pound  fhot,  iron,  and  groceries.  A 
fmall  floop,  in  ballail.  Dove,  T. 
Atkins,  mailer,  M.  Dence,  owner, 
from  Plymouth  in  New-England  to 
Philadelphia,  in  ballail,  deftroyed  ofl" 
Cape  Hinlopen.  Dolphin,  T.  Bui-- 
gefs,  mailer,  J.  Simpfon,  owner,  from 
Dartmouth  in  New-England  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  ballaft,  deftroyed  ofF 
Cape  Hinlopen.  Betfey,  C.  Wey, 
mailer,  W.  Shepherd,  owner,  from 
Chinkateaque  to  Philadelphia,  with 
oats  and  tobacco,  deftroyed  off  Cape 
Hinlopen.  Sally,  Seymour  Hood, 
mafter,  E.  Batchclor,  owner,  from 
Ocnifock,  North-Carolina,  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, v/ith  tar  and  turpentine, 
deftroyed  ofFCape  Hinlopen.  Chance, 
Thomas  Rofc,  mafter,  MefT.  Curfon, 
of  Philadelphia,  owners,  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Cork,  with  flax  feed  and 
ftaves.  Dove,  nobody  on  board  her, 
floop   cut  out  oft'  Egg  harbour,  in 

ballaft.     Cazia,  from  Cape 

Francois  to  Philadelphia,  with  mo- 
laiTes and  coflee.  Dolphin,  William 
Knox,  mafter,  —  Pringle,  owner, 
from  Philadelphia  to  St.  Euftatia, 
witli  hams  and  bread.  Ranger,  no- 
body on  boatd  her,  from  St.  Euftatia 
to  Philadelphia,  with  bale  goods  and 
arms.  Little  John,  J.  Darrel,  mafter, 
Davenport  and  co.  owners,  from  Ber- 
muda to  Philadelphia,  vv/ith  fait  and 
limes.  Dolphin,  T.  Woodhoufc,  maf- 
ter, Henry  Cowper,  ovvacr,  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  St.  Croix,  ,with  flour, 
bread  and.ilaves.  Sufamiah,  P.  Rim- 
ington,  mafter,  P.  Rimington  owner, 
from  Rhode-Ifland  to  South-Caro- 
lina, v/ith  cyder  and  chocolate. 
By  tho  Liverpool. 
St.  Barbara,  D.  R.  Gomales,  maf- 
Q  t&r. 
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ter,  belonging  to  ihe  Spanilli  Afllento. 
from  the  Havaunah  to  Dominica, 
with  2500  dollars. 

By  the  Fowey. 
Sally,  Ar.  Crawford,  mafter,  Z. 
Allen,  owner,  from  Providence  to 
Hifpaniola,  with  lumber  and  flour. 
I^olly,  W.  Gardner,  mafrer,N.  Shaw, 
jun.  owner,  from  Saltatude  to  Phila- 
delphia, wi':h  fait. 

By  ihe  Otter. 
A  fchooner,  nobody  en  board  her. 
A  flcop,  ditto.  Jenny,  ditto,  and 
and  run  on  fhore.  Philadelphia 
Packet,  nobody  on  board  her,  from 
the  river  Elke  to  Baltimore,  with 
difterent  goods.  Vulcan,  S.  French, 
mailer,  R.  Ewers,  owner,  from  the 
river^  Elke  to  Patuxent,  with  ftone 
andiron.  Nancy,  J.  Robin fon,  maf- 
ter, E.  Carr,  owner,  from  theEaftern 
fnore  to  the  river  Elke,  with  tobacco 
and  feathers.  N,ancy,  L.  Gallcheugh 
mafter,  J.  Taylor,  owner,  from  Neab- 
fcoe  to  Baltimore,  with  Indian  corn. 
Bj  the  Roebuck. 

Pigeon, Smith,  mafter,  

Simpfon,  owner,  from  Philadelphia  to 
Charles-Tcwn,  with  bread  and  flour. 
Succefs,  J.  Burrows,  mafter,  Mercer 
and  CO.  owners,  from  Hifpaniola  to 
Pliiiadelphia,  with  molafies  and  rum. 
By  the  Perfeus. 
Conne'flicn,  Benjamin  Jcnes,  maf- 
ter, S.  White  owner,  from  Cofton  to 
Ealtim.ore,  with  14  caflcs  of  fugar. 
Le  Joli  Cc:ur,  IT.  Eryan,  mailer,  frcuT 
ijt.  Dominro  to  Marfeilles,  with 
rum,  fugar  and  coftee. 

By  the  Camilla. 
Le  Fonbcnne,  W.  De  Gallet,  inaf- 
ter,  W.    Gallet^   ov/ner,  from  Cape 
Francois  to   Miquelon,    with   v.ine, 
molaffes,  &c. 

By  the  Falcon. 
Sloop,    nobody  found   on   board, 
.with  oil. 

By  the  PvOebuck. 

Two  Friends,  J.Vickery,  mafter, 

ATead  and  co.   owners,   from    Cape 

Fr.incois  to  Philadelphia,  v%^ith  pow- 

fcor    arms,  molaffes,  o:c.    Adventure, 


W.  Pile,  mafter,  Townfend  and  cq, 
owners,  from  St.  Croix  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  fait  and  dry  goods,  re- 
moved the  cargo  on  board.  Dciiglit, 
William  Church,  mafter,  Cartwright 
and  CO.  owners,  from  Bofton  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, with  fugar,  witie  and  rum. 
New- York,  J.  Walker,  mafter,  T. 
Pennington,  owner,  from  Curacoa  to 
New- York,  with  fait. 

By  the  Pearl. 
Lexington,  W.  Hallock,  mafter, 
belonging  to  the  Congrefs,  from 
Cape  Francois  to  Philadelphia,  with 
powder  and  dry  goods.  Read,  J. 
Bennet,  mafter,  J.  Bennett  and  co. 
ov/ners,  from  St.  Euftatia  to  Wil- 
mington, with  fait  and  dry  goods. 
Betfey.  J.  Hayman,  mafter,  J.  Hay- 
man  and  CO.  owners,  from  St.  Mar- 
tin's to  Baltimore,  with  fait.  Schoo- 
ner, no  perfon  found  on  board,  with 
fugar,  &CC. 

By  the  Falcon. 
Kitty,  S.  Nichols,  mafter,  D.  Be- 
veridge,  owner,  from  Cap5  Francois 
to  Philadelphia,  v/ith  molafles,  rum, 
and  dry  goods. 

By  the  Galatea. 
Dolphin,  John  Parker,  mafter, 
from  Philadelphia  to  Bermuda,  witli 
flour  and  Indian  corn.  William, 
Joleph  Bunker,  mafter,  from  Bour-' 
deaux  to  Rhode-Iftand,  with  gun- 
pov/der  and  fmall  arms.  Sword  Fidi, 
S.  Kingftey,  mafter,  from  Cape  Ni- 
cola to  Halifax,  with  rum  and  nio- 
lafils.  Hearts  of  Oak,  F.  Hcwell, 
mafter,  from  Cape  Francois  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, with  rum,  linens,  turpen- 
tine and  drv  poods. 

By  the  Nautilus. 
New-York   Packet,    E.     Pringle, 
mafter,  E.  Pringle,  owner,  from  Phi- 
ladelphia tp  St.  Croix,  with  flour. 
By  the  Lively. 
Mary,  J.  Morgan,  mafter,  J.  Wil- 
fon,  owner,  from  Bourdeaux  to  Phi- 
ladelpKia,    v/ith  fmall  arms,    wine, 
oil,  -i'C. 

By  the  Merlin. 
Jofeph,  B.  Hcwcs,  mafter.   Smith 

and 
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?rid  CO.  owners,  from  Cadiz  to  North 
Caroiina,  with  wine,  fait,  and  Jo- 
fuits  bark. 

By  the  Scorpion. 

Morning  Star,  James  Ciub,  mafter, 
I.ifie  and  co.  owners,  from  Philadel- 
phia to  the  Weft-Indies,  with  flour, 
bread,  and  onions. 

By  the  Viper. 

May  Flower,  S.  Crolman,  mafter,  S. 
Croinian  owner,  from  Pifcataqua,  on 
allihing  voyage.  Dover,  A.Fumald, 
maftcr,  A.  Fumald,  owner,  Irom  Pif- 
cataqua,  on  afilliing  voyage,  with  fi!li. 
Endeavour,  J.  Batlon,  mafter,  J.  Bat- 
fon,  owner,  from  Pifcataqua,  on  a  fi(h- 
ing  vO)'age,  with  fifli.  Two  Brothers, 
|.  Bowden,  mafter,  J.  Bcwden,  cwnc'-, 
from  Pifcataqua,  on  a  llfliing  yoyzgc, 

with  filh.     No  perfon  found  on 

board,  with  hre-wood. Ditto, 

with  empty  cafcs.  Polly,  on  a  fill- 
ing voyage,  with  hfli.  Louila,  J. 
Coifton,  mailer,  St.  New,  ov/ner, 
from  Macchiao  to  Tortola,  with  lum- 
ber, fhingles,  .l-c.  Unity,' J.  Lord, 
mafter,  —  Jones,  ovviicr,  from  Mac- 
chias  to  Nev/berry,  with  lumber,  fliin- 
gles,  &c.  Nancy,  R.  Adams,  be- 
Iciiging  to  the  Congrefs,  from  Mac- 
chias  to  Newbery,  with  lumber,  fliin- 
gles,  &c. 

By  the  Milford.  Tryon.  Sloop. 
Retrieve.  William.  George.  Globe. 

By  the  Juno.     Jofeph. 

By  the  Liverpooh     VLflory. 

i?v?Z'^Hope.  General  Gates.  Hope. 

By  the  Lizard.     Putnam. 

Bv  the  Albany.     Providence. 

By  tie  Province  Armed  Schooner. 

Friendlhip. 

By  the  Liverpool. 

Sally,  John  Williams,  mailer,  J. 
and  A.  Stuart,  owners,  from  Ham- 
burgh to  New-York,  with  linens, 
canvas,  &c. 

By  the  Phoenix,  Roebuck,  and  Tar- 
tar, in  the  Korth  River. 

Independence,  Crane,  armed  for 
war. 

RECAPTURES. 
By  the  Orpheus  and  Daphne. 

Britannia,  B.  T.  Hughes,  mailer. 


B.  T.  Hughes,  owner,  from  Jamaica, 
to  Liverpool,  ballall,  and  one  ton  of 
ivor)'. 

By  the  Perfeus. 

Layton, Johnfon,  mafter,   a 

tranfpcrt.  A  transport,  part  of  the 
Flora's  con\oy,  retaken,  the  foldiers 
had  been  taken  out  at  New-York, 
taken  again.  Peggy,  William  Ccok, 
mafter,  Morfield  and  fon,  owners, 
from  Virginia  to  St.  Aiiguftine,  with 
rum,  moiafles  and  linen. 
By  the  Cerberus,  end  Jhips  f.ationed 
ivith  her  cff'^lock  Iftand. 

Agnes,  William  Mather,  mafter, 
John  Mather,  owner,  from  Antigua 
to  London,  v/ith  fugar.  Jenny,  \Vil- 
liam  Pv'I'Neilly  mailer,  from  Barba- 
dccs  to  Belfaft,  with  rum.  Carron, 
J.  Montgomery,  mafter,  from  the 
Bay  of  Honduras  to  Cork,  with  ma- 
hoe:anv  and  logwood. 

By  the  Unicorn. 

Thoma.^  and  William,  James  Smith, 
mafter,  John  Vv'atkinfon,"  owner,  from 
New- York  to  Cork,  a  tranfport  in 
baliaft,    Hetty,  Charles  Rofs,  mafter, 

C.  Rofs  and  CO,  owners,  fromGafpee 
to  Barbadoes,  with  tifhand  oil. 

Bv  the  Camilla. 

George,  James  Cord  ray,  mafter,  co 
Maryland,  ball^.ft,  and  fome  old  guns. 
By  tlje  Otter. 

Mr.  Nufom,  owner,  front 

Barbadoes  to  the  fleet  at  Virginia, 
with  320  puncheons  of  rum. 
By  the  Galatea. 

Favourite,  Davis,  mafter, 

from  Antigua  to  Liverpool,  with  fu- 
gar, Alice.  Difpatch,  N.  Sergent, 
mafter,  from  the  Grenades  to  Cork, 
in  baiia'l. 

By  the  Milford. 

John.  Diana.  Halifax.  Lively. 
A'enus.     Caroiina. 

By  the  Juno.     Dinah. 

Bj  ihi  Liverpool.    Efther.     Ree. 

BytheWo-^Q..  Eetfcy.  LordStanlev. 

By  the  Lizard.     Hope. 

Total  number  of  captures    -     140 
Recaptures         -         -         -       26 

HOWE. 
O  2  J» 
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An  authentic  lift  of  Brhijh  Ships  and  Vejfels  tahn  hy  Amtrican  Privateers,  fince 
the  Publication  cf  thi  lajl  Liji.     See  Page  312  of  laji  Volurm. 


Ships  Names  and  MaJJers. 
A  large  brig, 
A  large  vefiel, 
Amelia,  M'Neal, 
Ann,  Kennedy, 
Apollo,  Smith, 
Athol,  V/adie, 
Aurora,  Pocock, 
Barbary. 

Batchelor,  Dyfart, 
Betfey,  Mardndale. 
Letiey,  Cully, 

Britannia,  Wickers, 
Brothers,  Morgan, 
CaeC;r,  O'Brien, 
Chalkely,  Fuze, 
Champion, 
Champion,  Fellows, 
CIvopthank  frigate,  Lenox, 
C'lemenda,  Rogers, 
Countefs  of  Eglington. 
Cromwell,   Bruce, 
Duke  of  Leinfter,  North, 
Elizabeth,  Hope, 
Elizabeth,  Edwards. 
Elizabeth,  Snowball, 
Elizabeth,  Gornet, 
Falmouth,  Bogg, 
Fame,  Boind, 
Fanny,  Bell, 
Fanny,  Steel, 
Fleece,  Fortune, 
Fiy,  Harvey, 


with35oflaves. 


From  and  to 
for  Guernfey,  worth  7000I. 

from  Africa, 
Africa  to  St.  Kitt's. 
Jamaica  to  New-York. 
Africa  to  tlie  Iflands,  with  fiaves. 

Quebec  to  Dominica. 
Bnllol  to  Tortola. 


Grejiada  to  London, 

London  to  Plymouth, 

Exeter  to  Newfoundland. 

Nevis  to  Dublin. 

Loo  to  the  Weft-Indies. 

Flonduras  to  Briftol. 

for  Briflol, 

Rocley  Bay  to  Courland  Bay. 

Penfacola  to  Grenada. 

Chalieur  Bay  to  Well-Indies. 


tranfp. retaken, 
retaken. 


withprovifions, 
retaken  •• 


withfugar,  &;c« 


Jamaica  to  Briftol.        ^ 

Dublin  to  Jamaica. 

London  to  Leeward  Iflands,     re 

Corke  to  New- York. 
Liverpoole  to  Antigua. 
Glafgow  to  Quebec. 
— — —  to  London. 
Whitehaven  to  New- York. 
Eelfaft  to  the  Leeward  Iflands. 
Liibon  to  Dingle. 
Alicant  ro  Newfoundland. 


taken. 


Friends  AdventurCjCummings, London  to  St.  Kitt's. 


Frieniftiip,  Wellicot, 
Gerney,  Doyle, 
Goodwill,  Richardfon, 
Hannah,  Wilkinfon, 
Hawke,  Price, 
Helen,  Fofter, 
Hope,  Prince, 
Hope. 
Induftry, 
Ifabell,  Hewfon, 
John,  Walker, 
Jofeph,  Kelly, 
Jofeph,  Kelly, 
•Lark,  Smith. 
Little  John, 


London  to  Newfoundland. 
Corke  to  Bourdqaux, 
Whitehaven  to  Grenada. 
•■  to  London. 


burnt. 


with  450  flares- 


from  Africa, 

Lifbon  to  Southampton. 

Newfoundland  to  Weft-Indies. 

Africa  to  Weft-Indies. 

Orkneys  to  Oporto. 

Ireland  to  Antigua. 

belonging  to  Poole,      reftored  by  the  French, 

Meffina  to  Hamburg,  reftored  by  the  French. 


Mifhfippi  to  Leeward  Iflands,  retaken 


Liverly, 


Ships  Names  and  Maflers. 
Lively,  Ray, 
Liveipoole,  Baird, 
Lonfdale,  Gragfon, 
Lord  North,  Martin, 
Lovely  Lafs,  Polluck, 
Marq.  of  Rockingham,  Pocock, 


(      log     ) 

Fro7n  and  to 


Gibraltar  to  London. 
Whitehaven  to  Quebec, 
for  Corke. 
Glafgow  to  Jamaica. 


Maria,  Wallh, 

Maria, 

Mary,  Jones, 

Mary,  Maundell, 

Mary,  Harrifon, 

Mary  Ann,  Gikhrltl, 

Mary  and  Jofeph,  Walfh, 

Mercury,  Seaton, 

Mercury,  Griffiths, 

Mercury,  Hindley, 

Minerva,  Winning, 

Newman,  Smith, 

Noble,   Addir, 

Northam,  Welkot, 

Penelope,  Booth, 

Penguin, 

Percy,  Bell, 

Percy,  Roger  fon,  • 

Perfeverance,  Lauder, 


Leeward  lil.  to  St.  AugulHne 
St.  Vincent's, 
St.  Kitt's  to  Liverpool. 
Poole  to  Cadiz, 
Africa  to  the  Grenades, 
Honduras  to  London. 
Newfoundland  to  a  market. 
London  to  Nevis, 
Africa  to  the  Welt-Lidies. 
Glafgow  to  Jamaica. 
Honduras  to  London. 
Newfoundland  to  Weft-Indies, 
Corke  to  New- York. 
London  to  Rhodc-lfland. 
Liverpool  to  Africa. 
Newfoundland  to  a  market, 
London  to  New- York. 
Corke  to  New-York. 
Halifax  to  Well-Lidies. 


retaken, 

with  rum, 

retaken, 
with  ilaves. 


retaken. 


retaken, 
trail  fport. 


Peter  and  John,  M'Cartney,    Oporto  to-  London. 


Phenix,  Davis, 
Polly,  Denny, 
Poplar,   Cleveland. 
Prince  George,  Ponfonby, 
Prince  of  Orange,  Storer, 


Tinmouth  to  the  Iflands. 
Weft-Indies  to  Liverpool, 

Whitehaven  to  Jamaica. 
Harwich  to  Heivoetiluys, 


trani|5ort. 


Providence,  Penlerick, 


a  packet-boat, 
reftored,  but  not  the  mail, 

Corke  to  Lifbon,  retaken. 

Providence  and  Mary,  Glynn,  Corke  to  New- York. 
Refolution,  Burnet,  Nev^^foundland  to  Weil-Indies,  funk. 

Royal  Charlotte,  Fenwick,      London  to  Antigua. 
Sally,  Burrows. 

London  to  Tobago. 

London  to  Quebec, 

Jamaica  to  Liverpcol. 

Africa  to  Weft-Indies, 


Sally,  Hartwell, 

Sally,  Jones, 

Sally,  Hawfon, 

St.  George, 

Sukey,  Whitewood, 

Surprize, 

Swallow,  Hindman, 

Swift,  Clark, 

Terefa,  Rackwell, 

Thomas, 

Thomas,  Read, 

Thomas,  Nicholfon, 

Three  Friends,  Chivers. 

Three  Sifters,  Spicers, 


tranfp.  worth  I2,oool. 


Newfoundland  to  Weir-Indies,  retaken 


with4jollaves. 


London  to  New-York, 
Africa  to  Grenada, 
London  to  Weft-Indies. 
Exon  to  Newfoundland, 
Liverpool  to  Barbadocs. 
Liverpool  to  Dominica, 
Jamaica  to  Briftol. 

St.  Ubes  to  Corke. 


tranlp.retaken, 
with  ilaves. 

with  foldiers. 
retaken. 


Trepefley^ 


C     ^10     ) 


Ships  Names  mid  Ma/ters, 
TrcpelTey,  Combes, 
Trial,  Brov/n. 
Triton,  Fairbank. 
Triton,  Hookey, 
True  Love,  iVlouIton, 
True  Briton,  Babb, 
Tuite,  Laanixng, 

Two  Brothers,  Salter, 
Two  Betiics,  Bation, 
Two  tranfports  goir.g  to  New 
Venus,  Peacock, 
Venus,  Brcwn, 
Venus,   Sharp, 
Unice,  Anderlbn, 
Weatherhall,  Cox, 
William  and  Mary,  Howe, 


From  and  to 
London  to  Newfoundland. 


Newfoundland  to  a  market. 
Grenada  to  London. 
London  to  Newfoundland. 
Corke  to  St.  Croix,  with  iix  other.^!, 

names  not  yet  come  to  hand. 
Corke  to  Weft-Indies. 
Gibraltar  to  London,  retaken. 

-York  with  German  chall'eurs. 
Jamaica  to  London,  afterwardslofl. 

London  to  Newfoundland. 
V/iiicehaven  to  Grenada. 
London  to  Nevis. 
London  to  Weft-Indies. 
Oporto  to  Holland. 
Halifax  to  New- York,         worth  2o3ol.  fieri. 


William,  ftoreftiip. 

Total  119;  of  which  17  retaken  and  reftored. 


Mr.  HUTCHINSON'S  LET- 
TERS  continued*. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon's  Letters,  lately  pub- 
iifhed,  muft  convince  every  unpre- 
judiced perfon,  that  tisc  Colonies 
had  fufficient  reafoa  to  be  alarraed 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  and  that  it  v.as  high 
time  for  them  to  be  jealous  for 
their  liberties :  and  yet  m  his  letter 


union  or  total  feparation.  Six  words 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  faid,  "I  am 
glad  America  has  rollftcd,"'  gave  a 
deeper  wound  to  the  peace  of  Ame- 
rica, than  all  the  tumultuous,  riot- 
ous, and  rebellious  afts  which  pre- 
ceded. For  thirty  years  before  tluit, 
I  had  been  concerned  in  government, 
and  never  knew  the  authority  of  an. 
acl:  of  Parliament  called  in  queftion. 
to  the  Honourable  Jolm  Hely  Hut-  All,,  which  had  any  refpecc  to  us,  we 
chiiifon  of  Palmeriton,  near  Dub-  printed  immediately  and  made  a  p-^M-t 
lin,  of  February  \&,  J  772,  he  of  our  code.  Since  that  time,  the 
concludes,  members  of  the  afTem.b'y  grumble  and 

"  IS  not  an  unwarrantable  defire  mutter,  and  afk  by  what  authority 
of  independence  at  the  bottom  of  all  afts  of  Parliament  aTemi::ed  with  cur 
the  difconteni  both  in  Ireland  and  in  provincial  laws?  And  the  Houfe  of 
the  Colonics  ?  In  a  government  which  Reprefentatives  have  repeatedly  re- 
has  any  thing  popular  in  its  form  or  folved,  that  it  is  unccr.ftituticnal  for 
conllitution,    the  remote  parts  will     the  people  to  be  governed  by  laws 


prow  more  diffatisfied  vvitli  any.un 
iavourable  diftinctions  in  proportion 
as  t!;o(e  parts  increafe  and  become 
f  onfid^rHb'e.  A  -  doubt  or  fcruplc  in 
the  fupreme  authority  of  its  abfolute 
uncontroulable  povvef,  and  a  relaxa- 
tion in  confequcnce  v/ill  encreaie  the 


made  by  ..ny  power  in  which  thfey  ar; 
not  reprefented.  The  Miniftn/have 
been  conftantly  advifed  of  theie  irre- 
gularities to  fay  the  Icaft  of  them, 
and  they  have  fometimes  come  before 
Parliament,  but  no  cenfure  has  yet 
been  pafltu.     A   late  explicit  denial 


diffatisfaftion,  and   endanger  a  dif-     of  the  authority  of  the  Com miffioners 

*  T!i-;fe  Letters,  t  igtiher .  with  cise   remarks,  are  literally    taken   from  the   Bofion 
Gazette.     I'or  die  former  Lif.ers.  fe;e  tLie  iiulfixcs  to  Uic  iour  pieceduis  volumes. 

(-f 
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of  die  culloms  is  now  before  the  King,  Bojion,  Sipicrr.her,  1765. 
and  I  have  not  thought  myfelf  at  li-  "  Dear  Sir,  [Mr.  Jackibn.] 
berty  10  fuffer  the  Aflembly  which  "  I  am  fare  you  will  deln-c  to  hear 
denied  that  authority,  and  conie-  frv)!n  America  by  every  opnortuuity, 
quently  the  anthority  of  Parliament,  After  the  date  of  my  iail  letter,  I  co- 
to  ellablifa  the  Board,  to  fit  again  \'ered  a  news-paper  to  you  which  gave 
until  I  know  his  Majelly's  pleafure  an  account  of  the  riots  at  Rhoue- 
upon  it.  Illand.  In  Connecticuitliey  refrain  hi- 
**  It  is  not  likely  that  the  American  therto  from  violence  upon  the  lives  or 
Colonies  will  remain  a  part  of  the  do-  eftates  of  obnoxious  perfons ;  buc  hang 
minions  of  Great-Britain  another  cen-  and  burn  in  emgy,  and  do  it,  as  they  do , 
tury  ;  but  vvhilft  they  do  remain,  I  every  thing  elfe,  with,  great  far /?iality. 
c.innot  conceive  of  any  line  to  be  We  have  no  advices  of  any  thing  fur- 
c^rawn.  The  fupreme  abfolute  legii-  ther  at  Nevv'-York  than  their  obliging 
Ir.iive  power  mail  remain  entire,  to  the  Stamp  Officer  to  declare  his  re- 
be  exercifed  over  the  Colonies,  fo  far  fignation.  To  tlie  northward  of  Phi- 
as  is  necefliiry,  for  the  m.aintenance  ladelphia  every  where,  and  to  the 
cf  its  own  authority,  and  the  general  fouthward  of  it  in  fome  places,  the 
v.eal  of  the  whole  Empire,  and  no  people  are  abfolutely  without  the  ufe 
fartiier.  In  the  27th  and  29th  books  of  reafon  ;  but  in  fome  places  more 
of  Livy,  we  find  an  inllance  of  re-  raving  than  in  others." 
fra>ftorinefs  in  the  Roman  Colonies,  "  Dear  Sir,  26th  March,  1768. 
not  altogether  unlike  to  that  of  the  "  The  Governor  never  has  been  fo 
Britiili  Colonics,  and  of  the  fpirited  grofsly  abufed  as  in  a  late  libel  in  Edes 
and  fuccefsful  doings  of  the  Roman  and  Gill.  I  never  gave  any  o^'^kcs  to 
Senate  upon  that  cccalion.  I  have  the  Grand  Jury  with  more  zeal  than  I 
often  wondered,  that  in  all  the  pub-  did  this  ;  and  I  told  them  almoll  in 
lications  in  the  late  controverfy,  no  plain  words,  that  they  might  depend 

notice  has  been  taken  of  fo  pertinent     upon  being  d if  they  did  not  find 

a  piece  of  hiilory."  a  bill;  but  they  were  v/illing  to  run 

[Good  ufage  on  the  part  of  the  Eri-  the  rilijue  of  it.     This  has  convinced 

tifh   j'Vdminiilration,    might,  per-  me  as  much  as  any  thing,  u'hich  has 

hapsj  have  retained   the  Colonies  happened  among    us,  that  the  laws 

another    century;    but    that   they  have  loll  all  their  force." 

have  loft  them  fo  early,  the  inha-  Bcflon,  zntb  Sept.  1769. 

bitants  of  Great-Britain  may  thank  "  My  dear  Sir,    [Sir^F.  Bernard.] 

Mr.    liutchinfon,    the    Miniltry,  "  I  have  had  fome  hiats  given  me, 

and  themfelves — in  patiently' fuf-  as  if  fome  part  of  my  correlpondence 

fering  Government   to  purfue  its  in  England  might  prove  of  difiervic'e 

bloody  plan  of  dragooning  us,  into  to    me.       You   are   fenfible   that  in 

the  abfurd  opinion  of  Parliament's  America  we  have  no  interelt  at  all  in 

havuig  a  right  to  make  laws  bind-  parties  in  England  ;  for  my  part,  I 

ing  us  in  all  cafes  whatfcever.]  know  bu.t  little  ci  the  connexions. 

Bcjlon,    x^ifh  January ,   1765.  I  have  no  views  from  corrsfponding 

"  Rev.  Sir,     [Unknown.]  in  England,  but  tuproinote  meafures 

"  I  was  aftoniPaed,   after  reading  for  reltoring  America   to  its  former 

Robinfon's   *   Hilcory   of    Scotland,  Itate.    Vvhilfl  you  was  here  tliere  w:is 

and  having  fettled  Mary   Stewart's  no  room  to  coniiJer  me  as  a  public 

charader  in  my  own  mind,  as  one  of  peribn.     Whilil   I   am  in  command 

the  moft  infamous  in   hiftorv,  to  find  I  fliall  never  mention  any  thing  rela- 


liim  drawing 

inilh." 


her  with  fcarce  a  ble-     tive  to  m.v  adrninlilratiou  but  to 


lie 


Miniiby,  or  to  \o;(  as  Itlll  Governor 
*■  S,)  fpclt  in  the  leuer  Ljok  tr,r;u;i';  mUukc. 

in 


c   • 

in  Chief  to  be  communicated  totiiem. 
But  if  you  think  it  nece/Iary,  /  ^vill 
/'or hear   all  correjpor.dence,    except    to 
tlie  Miniftry." 

Boflon,   \th  OHober,    1769. 
"  Dear  Sii-,        {Mr.  Jack/on.] 
'*  In   one  of  your  Jetters  you  ac-, 
quaint   me,  that   you  liave  'a   fet  or 
two  of  my  books  left,  and  was  un- 
certain to  whom  they  were  defigned. 
1  fuppofe  they  mnft  be  of  the  lall:  eight 
which  Mr.  Rrgers  fent   you.     1  find 
they  were  intended  for  Lord  North, 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Sir  Jeffry  Am- 
Jierfi:,  Lord  Ad.  Gordon,  Coi.Barre, 
Mr.  Whately,  Mr.  HufKC,  and  Mr, 
Jackfon :    they   were   all  pcrfons    to 
wiiom  I  have  been  known  at  onetime 
or  other.     Tlieir  connexions  in  Eng- 
land we  in  America  know  nothing  of, 
and  have  no  other  intereft  in  your 
party  difputes  than  to  wiih  that   the 
powers  wliich  be  may  continue,  and 
that  thofe  may  be  one  unifcrm  meafure 
of  adminiitration,  fo  far  as  refpetls 
us  until  government  is  rellorcd  among 
us.      HcxKe-ver,  if  at  any  time  I  jhoitld 
maiticn     arif   ferfon    nvhoje    connexions 
may    he  Juch  as   thnt  excpticn  may  he 
taken  to  me  Jbeivi/tg  ati'j  mark  of  refpeSl, 
I  beg  your  fviendjhii:  Jo  Jar  as  to  Juf- 
fend  it. 

"  I -will  defire  Mr.  Harrifon's  care 
of  another  box  of  book,-,  intended  as 
£n  appendix  to  the  firll  volume  of  my 
hidory,  being  a  colieclion  of  original 
papers  relative  to  it. 
'  "  To  the  eight  I  liave  named, 
pleafeto  add  Duke  of  Grafton,  Mar- 
quis of  Rockii]ghan%  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, Lord  Sheiburnc,  Lord  Mans- 
field, Lord  Camden,  Lord  Clare, 
Gen.  Conwnv,  Mr. '  G.  Grenville, 
Mr.  York,  Mr.  De  Grey,  Mr. 
Touchett,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Dr. 
Franklin,  to  tach  of  v/hom  I  fent 
the  hiltory,  and  add  bcfiues,  Lord 
Hilliborough,  Gov.  Pownall,  Mr. 
John  Pownail,  Gen.  Mackay." 

Bcjlon^    %Qth  Od.    1769. 

"  Dear  Sir,       [Mr.  jackfon.) 
"  I  fnall  fend  by  Capt.  Ilyde   the 
ten  books  which  were  not  readv  for 
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Harrifon.  To  give  you  as  little 
trouble  as  pollible,  Ihavedefired  Mr. 
Willh'un  Palmer  to  receive  them,  and 
fend  them  to  your  houfe ;  and  //  in 
the  liji  of  perjons  named,  you  think  it 
more  proper  for  tne  to  omit  any,  I  (liall 
efteem  it  as  an  additional  favour,  if 
you  miill,  dfpcje  of  the  book  intended 
for  them  to  fuch  other  terfons  as  may  he 
i»iihout  exception ;  for  I  have  not  men- 
tioned to  any  one  my  having  intended 
a  book  to  them.  I  am  afhamed  of 
giving  you  this  trouble,  and  do  not 
fign  to  repeat  it." 

Bojlon,  zjth  Oa.  1769. 
''  Dear  Sir,  [Mr.'  Manduit.] 
"  I  take  it  for  granted  the  lad  du- 
ties will  be  taken  oft'.  Aflurances 
have  been  given  to  all  the  Colonies, 
and  feveral  of  them  have  behaved  de- 
cently ;  but  we  Ihall  not  think  you 
were  induced  to  it  by  any  other  mo- 
tive than  the  fears  you  were  under 
from  our  combinations,  unlefs  you 
convince  us  you  are  able  to  di/Tolve 
them." 

Boflon,    ]gfh  Afay,    1 770. 
"  My  dear  Sir,    [Sir  F.  Bernard.] 
"  I  am  told  by  one  of  the  minifters 
of  the  town,  that  Dr.  Cooper  has  a 
letter  from  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
and  he  told  me  from  whom,  a  gentle- 
man wlio  you  know  ufed  to  corre- 
fpond  wich  him,  in  which  it  is  faid, 
that  fliipping  back  io,ocol.  worth  of 
goods   will'  do    more    tlian    ftoring 
ioo,oocl.  and  it  is  faid  that  this  let- 
ter has  done  much  to  turn  the  fcale 
when  it  was  upon  a  balance,  whether 
the  goods  fhould   go    back    or   not. 
Good  God  !  can  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica ever  return  to  a  due  fubordina- 
tion  to    Great-Britain   v/hilft  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  there 
publicly  or  privately  j ulHfy  them  in 
their  revolt.     I  could  not  help  men- 
tioning this  to  you  ;   but  muftintreat 
}'ou  to  let  no  perfon  know  that  this 
intelligence  comes  from  me.     I  am, 
^\■ith  the  greatefl:  refpedl:,  &c." 

Bojloii,  76th  fun  ,  1770. 
"  My  Lord,  [LordHiUfborough.] 
•'  1  havs  never  aSied  the  advice  of 

the 
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tlae  Council  in  form,  upon  the  expe-     borough,  he  afiigns  a  reafon  why  he 
diency  of  applying  for  more  fnips  or     did  not  make  a  direft  application.] 
troops,  becaule  I  was  fure  they  would 


advii'e  me  to  apply  for  the  removal 
of  thofe  which  remain ;  and  yet  with- 
out their  advice,  confidering  the  re- 
ftriftions  I  am  under  by  the  charter, 
I  did  not  think  I  could  anfwer  ex- 


A  NEW  CATECHISM. 
[From  the  Boston   GAZtrxE.] 
Queftion.     What  is  Wa  r  ? 
Anfwer.     It  is   the  curfe  of  man- 
kind, the  mother  of  peflilence  and 


prefsly  applying  for  them,  efpecially     famine,  and  the  undiilinguilhing  dc- 
as  I  knew  that   Governor  Bernard's     flroyer  of  the  human  fpecies. 


caution  in  not  applying  without  ad- 
vice of  Council  had  been  approved 
of  by  his  Majelty.  I  however  con- 
ftantly  advifed  General  Gage  and 
Commodore  Hood  of  every  tranfac- 
tion    of  any  moment,  that  I  might 


Q^  How  is  War  divided? 

A.  Into  offenfive  and  defenfive. 

Q^  What  is  the  chief  end  of  of- 
fenfive war  ? 

A.  Sometimes  it  is  to  regain  by 
the    fword   what   had   been   unjultly 


enable  them  to  judge  what  fhips  and  taken  away  from  the  rightful  poflef- 

troops  are  neceflary  to  be  kept  here."  for  :  and  fometimes,  it   is  to  gratify 

[This  is  the  proper  place  for  the  the  ambition  of  a  tyrannic  Prince, 

following  anecdote.     General  Qagp  by   fubjedting  to  his    arbitrary   will 

having  received  from  Gov.  Hutchin-  a   people  whom    God   had    created 

Ion  a  letter  containing  fuch  a  repre-  free,    and  giving   their  hard  earne4 

fentation  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  gof-  pofleflions  to  fupport  him  in  luxury, 

ton,  as  might  probably  have  induced  idlenefs,  and  fenfuality. 


him  to  have  ordered  more  troops  this 

way,  he  Ihewed  it  to  a  certain  officer 

then  with  him  at  New- York,    who 

upon  leaving  his  houfe   informed  a 

friend  of  the  writers,  what  a  repre- 

fentation  Hutchinfon  hadgiven^  vvhat     deaths  of  tyrants. 

was    the   evident  defigri   of  it^    and     of 

then   calling    the    Governor   for  his 

craft  by  fome  hard  name,  added,  I 

have  prevented  the   General's  being 

caught  in  the  fnare,  or  words  to  that 

purpofe ;  and  have    advifed  hirn    to 

write  back  in  anfwer  to  it,  that  he 

was  ordered  by  tlie  Minillry  to  fepd 


Q^  Are  there  any  inftances  of  fuch 

? 


A.     Yes,  many,  both  in   ancient 
and   modern  times :  hillory  is  filled 
with  the  wicked  lives  and  miferabl« 
The 

,  whofe  hiffory  is 
nQt  yet  compleated,  is 

.     He  carried 
an  offtnjtve  ivar  into  the  Eaft-Indies, 

He  is  now  carrying  an  efftnjive  ivar 

aiming 


\yhat  troops  the  Governor  might  re-     at  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  that  ex 


quire,  and  that  whenever  the  requiii- 
tipn  was  made  he  vv'ould  forward  them. 
Had  Gen.  Gage  lent  the  troops 
without  a  requifition,  and  any  evil 
hfid  arofe,  he  mult  have  borne  the 
blame,  and  the  Go\  ernor  would  have 
excufed  himfelf  becaule  of  his.  not 
having  required  them.  Had  any  e\dl 
arofe  for  want  of  the  troops,  Hut- 
chinfon would  have  pleaded  in  his 
excufe,  that  he  had  fent  the  General 
a  fair  reprefentation  of  affairs ;  and 
ia  the  preceding  letter  to  Lord  Hillf- 


tenfive  country  and  all  its  numerousv 
inhabitants ; 

Q^  What  is  a  deftnjive  'war  ? 

A.  It  is  the  taking  up  arms  to  rp- 
fift  tyrannic  power,  and  bravely  fuf- 
fering  prefent  hard  fhips  ar,d  encoun- 
tering prefent  4*n2er5,  to  fecure  lall- 
ing  liberty,  property  and  life,  to  fu- 
ture generations, 

Q^  Is  a,  defenji-oe  icar  juftifiable  in 
a  reUgioq^  view  ? 

A.  The  foundation  of  war  is  Iai4 
;|n  the  wickednefs  of  mankind.  Were 

P  all 
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til  men  virtuous,  jufl:  and  good, 
there  would  be  no  contention,  or 
caufe  of  contention  amongft  them  ; 
but  as  the  cafe  is  far  otherwife,  war 
IS  become  abfolute'y  nectjfary  ;  as  many 
other  things  are,  which  are  only  the 
produft  of  the  weaknefTes  or  iniquity 
of  men.  Even  the  invaluable  blef- 
fings  of  a  conftitutional  government 
would  be  unneceflary  incumbrances, 
■were  there  no  open  violence  or  fecret 
treachery  to  be  guarded  againft.  God 
has  given  to  men  wit  to  contrive, 
power  to  execute,  and  freedom  of 
will  to  direft  his  condufl:.  It  cannot 
te  therefore,  but  that  fome  will  abufe 
thefe  great  privileges,  and  exert  thefe 
powers  to  the  ruin  of  others.  The 
cpprefled  will  then  have  no  way  to 
fcreen  themfelves  from  injury,  but  by 
exerting  the  fame  powers  in  their  de- 
fence ;  and  it  is  their  duty  fo  to  do. 
If  it  were  otherwife,  a  few  mifcreants 
would  tyrannife  over  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, and  make  them  abjeft  flaves  of 
oppreflion  and  peniioners  pf  their 
will.  Thus  it  is  that  a  ju/t  defenjive 
*vuar  is  not  only  neceflary,  but  an  in- 
difpenfible  duty,  and  confiftent  with 
religion  accommodated,  as  it  muft 
be,  to  our  prefent  ftate  of  imperfedl 
Itate  of  exiftence, 

Q^  Is  it  upon  thefe  principles  that 
the  people  of  America  are  row  refift- 
ing  the  arms  of  England,  and  op- 
oppoling  force  to  force? 

A.  Striftly  fo.  The  Americans 
had  nothing  in  view  but  to  live  peace- 
ably and  dutifully  in  a  conftitutional 
fubmiffion  to  Great-Britain.'  They 
fuffered  patiently  for  a  long  time, 
many  unjuft encroachments  of  power  j 
being  loth  to  offend  their  rulers  by  a 
too  ftrift  attention  to  every  right,  till 
at  laft  the  defigns  of  the  Court  be- 
came too  evident  to  be  miftaken ; 
and  they  were  pufhed  to  the  diftreffing 
neceflity  of  choofing  one  of  tv/o  great 
evils,  viz.  either  to  enlift  themlelves 
and  their  unborn  pofterity  the  avowed, 
unconditional  flaves  of  a  corrupt  and 
wicked  adminiftration,   or  to  brave 


the  horrors  of  war  in  a  noble  conteft 
for  liberty  and  life.  They  have  wifely 
determined  on  the  lattej; ;  and,  after 
folemnly  appealing  to  God  and  the 
world  for  the  juilice  of  their  caufe, 
they  are  profecuting  the  war  under 
the  favour  of  Heaven,  and  with  the 
moft  promifing  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
Supported  by  the  equity  of  their 
principles,  they  have  furmounted  the 
greateft  difficulties,  and  exhibited  in- 
ftances  of  bravery  not  exceeded  by 
the  heroes  of  antiquity — and  may 
Heaven  profper  their  virtuous  under- 
taking ! 

Q^  But  it  has  often  been  faid  that 
America  is  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  :  — 
tell  me  therefore  what  is  rebtlncn  ? 

A.  It  is  when  a  great  number  of' 
people,  headed  by  one  or  more  fac- 
tious leaders,  aim  at  depofmg  their 
lawful  Prince,  without  any  juit  caufe 
of  complaint  againft  him,  in  order  to 
place  another  on  his  throne. 

Q^  Is  this  the  cafe  of  America? 

A.  By  no  means.  They  have  re- 
peatedly declared,  with  all  fmcerity, 
that  they  were  ever  ready  to  fupport 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes  the  pre- 
fent King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors,  and  only  re- 
quefced  in  return,  the  enjoyment  of 
thofe  ineftimable  rights  -  which  the 
Britifh  conftituticn  confirms  to  all  its 
fubjefts  ;  and,  without  which,  th« 
boafted  freedom  of  that  conftitution  is 
but  a  fplemn  mockery,  and  an  empty 
name. 

Q^  To  whom  has  the  Britifh  Court 
committed  the  conduft  of  the  prefent 
war? 

A.  To  Lord  and  General 
Howe.  ' 

Q^  Who  arc  thofe  gentlemen  ? 

A.  They  are  the  brothers  of  a 
Colonel  Howe,  who  fought  bravely 
by  the  fide  of  the  Americans  in  a  for- 
mer war,  and  fell  in  battle ;  who, 
by  lili  amiable*  charafter,  endeared 
h  mfel<  to'th.ofe  people  fo  much,  that 
they  lamented  his  fate  with  unfeigned 
forrow,  and  ereded  at  their  own  ex- 
pence. 
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pence,  a  coftly  monument  to  his  me- 
mory. But  thefe  gentlemen,  with 
Xinrelentiug  hearts  and  lacriligcous 
hands,  have  defiled  their  brother's 
monument  with  the  blood  of  thofe 
whole  aftbftion  reared  it  to  his  ho- 
nour, and  plunged  their  murderous 
weapons  in  bofoms  glowing  with  love 
and  eiieem  for  their  mother's  fon. 

Q_^  What  progrefs  have  the  En- 
glllli  made  in  fubduing  America? 

A.  Very  little.  They  got  pofl'ef- 
feffion  of  Borton  by  the  tacit  confent 
of  its  inhabitants,  but  could  not  hold 
it  long.  They  were  but  tenants  at 
will,  ftritSlly  fpeaking,  for  their  land- 
lords turned  them  out  without  any 
warning,  and  deflrained  upon  certain 
military  llores,  &c.  although  they 
had  fat  there  at  a  rent  of  above  500I. 
per  day. 

Q^  What  did  they  next  ? 

A.  They  took  Staten-Iiland,  where 
there  was  nothing  to  oppofe  them, 
and  a  part  of  Long-Ifland,  by  an  ex- 
ertion of  almoll  their  v/hole  force 
againll  a  fmall  part  of  the  American 
army,  and  then  ferried  themfelves 
over  to  the  city  of  New-York  ,  from 
thence  they  crept  into  the  Jerfeys, 
and  taking  advantage  of  a  critical  pe- 
riod, when  the  American  army  was 
difbanded  by  the  terms  of  their  en- 
lillment,  and  before  a  new  force 
could  be  raifed,  they  heroically  ad- 
vanced to  the  banks  of  the  Delaware, 
well  knowing,  there  was  nothing  to 
oppofe  their  progrefs.  On  the  banks 
ot  the  Delav/are  they  fct  them  down, 
fettled,  as  they  thought,  .for  the  win- 
ter feafon  ;  and  plundered  the  adja- 
cent country.  In  the  mean  time, 
thefe  extraordinary  conductors  of  the 
war  publiftied  a  wonderful  and  gra- 
cious proclamation ;  offering  I'uch 
protefticn  as  they  could  aiTord,  to  all 
thofe  wht>  would  accept  of  it,  upon 
the  eafy  terms  of  ablolute  micondi- 
tional  fubmiflion.  But  the  Ameri- 
cans, whofe  refources  are  endlefsj 
<oon  found  a  fpirited  militia  to  fap- 


ply  the  place  of  the  diHjandcd  troops» 
until  a  new  army  could  be  raifed. 
This  miliria  crofl'ed  the  Delaware  in 
a  fnow  (lorm  at  midnight,  and  after 
marching  ten  miles,  very  uncivilly 
attacked  the  enemy  before  they  had 
breakfafted,  and  drove  them  from  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware  in  the  utmoft 
confternation,  and  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  hundred  men.  The  American 
army  then  re-crofied  the  Delaware, 
and  fuffered  the  enemy  to  return  to 
their  poll,  where  they  anxioufly  wait- 
ed the  arrival  of  an  expeiSled  rein- 
forcement. But  the  American  Ge- 
neral, by  a  llroke  of  policy  above 
their  comprehenfion,  once  more  pafled 
the  river  with  his  army,  and  kindled 
a  few  fires  in  the  night  near  their  fta- 
tion ;  and  whilft  they  were  foolilhly 
gazing  at  the  beauty  of  the  curling 
flames,  he  marched  on,  attacked^ 
routed,  and  entiiely  defeated  thefaid 
reinforcements.  The  fhattered  re- 
mains of  General  Howe's  army,  are 
now  clofe  confined  in  Brunfwick; 
where  they  are  doing  penance  on  fait 
meat  and  mufty  bifcuit. 

Qj.  Where  is  injulUce,  obftinacy 
and  folly  united  in  one  charafter  in 
an  eminent  degree  ? 

O 

A.    In  .      He  Is 

unjuji,  becaufc  he  endeavours  to  gain 
by  force  what  is  denied  him  by  the 
laws  of  the 

he  is  ohjiinate,  becaufe 
he  refufes  to  hear  the  humble  peti- 
tions and  modeft  reafonings  of  an  op- 
prefied  people,  and  will  not  yield  to 
the  forcible  conviftions  of  truth,  and 
)\\sfolij  is  confpicuous  in  quarrelling 
with  a  people  who  loved  and  ho- 
noured kim,  who  were  the  chief  fup- 
porters  of  his  and  dignityj  and 

a  never  failing  fource  of  encreafing 
wealth. 

Q^  Who  is  the  fnuggeft  man  in 
the  v/orld  ? 

A.   Lord  HoT-ve. 

Q^  Who  is  the  weakeft  ? 

?  z  A,  General 
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A .  General  Hoive, 
-  Q^  Wha  is  the  greateft  liar  upon 
earth  ? 

A.  Hugh  Gaitie,  of  New- York, 
Printer. 

Q^  Who  IS  the  moft  ungrateful 
man  in  the  world  ? 

A.   Go'vetnor  S • 

Q^  Why  do  you  call  him  Gover- 
nor F 

A.  Becaufe  when  Lord  and  General 
Howe  thought  they  had  conquered 
the  Jerfeys,  they  appointed  liim  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  that  State.  S — 
—  aflumed  that  title  over  one-tenth 
part  of  the  faid  State,  and  continued 
his  ufurpation  for  fix  weeks,  five 
days,  thirty-fix  minutes,  ten  feconds, 
and  thirty  hundred  parts  of  a  fecond, 
and  then  was  depofed. 

Q^  Why  is  he  called  ungrateful  .> 

A.  Becaufe  he  has  joined  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  and  enlilted  men 
£0  fight  againft  his  neighbours,  his 
friends  and  his  kinsfolk  ;  becaufe  he 
has  endeavoured  to  transfer  the  foil 
that  gave  him  bread  from  the  rightful 
polTeffors  to  a  foreign  hand  j  becaufe 
he  is  doing  all  he  can  to  defraud  the 
fruit  of  his  body  of  their  juft  inheri- 
tance, and  becaufe,  to  gain  prefent 
cafe  and  tranfitory  honours,  he  would 
fallen  the  chains  of  flavery  on  three 
millions  of  people  and  their  offspring 
for  ever. 

Q^  Who  is  the  bed  man  living? 

A.  His  Excellency  Genetal  IVaJhing- 
ion  ;  to  whom  the  title  of  Excellency 
is  applied  with  the  greatell  propriety. 
He  has  left  a  peaceful  habitation  and 
an  affluent  fortune  to  encounter  all 
the  dangers  and  hardfhips  of  war ; 
nobly  ftepping  forth  in  defence  of 
truth,  jultice  and  his  country.  In 
private  life  he  wins  the  heart  and 
wears  the  love  of  all  who  are  fo  happy 
as  to  live  within  the  fphere  oihis  ac- 
tion. In  his  public  character,  he 
commands  univerfai  refpecl  and  ad- 
miration :  confcious  that  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  he  adis  are  indeed 
founded  in  virtue,  he  ileadily   and 


coolly  purfues  thofe  principles,  with 
a  mind  neither  dcprelTed  by  difap- 
pointments,  nor  elated  by  fuccefs,  he 
gives  full  exercife  to  that  difcretion 
and  wifdom  which  he  fo  eminently 
pofl'efFes.  He  retreats  like  a  General, 
and  attacks  like  a  Hero.  If  there  are 
fpots  in  his  character,  they  are  like 
the  fpots  in  the  Sun  ;  only  difcernable 
by  the  magnifying  powers  of  a  telef- 
cope.  Had  he  lived  in  the  days  of 
idolatry,  he  had  been  worlhipped  a* 
a  God.  One  age  cannot  do  julHcc 
to  his  merit ;  but  the  united  voices 
of  a  grateful  pofterity  fhall  pay  a 
chearful  tribute  of  undiflembled 
praife  to  the  great  affertor  of  their 
country's  freedom. 

Boston,  March  13,  1777. 
jit  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and 
other  Inhahitanis  of  this  To-ivn,  at 
Faneuil-Hully  on  Monday  lajl,  the 
Honourable  Thomas  Gushing, 
ivas  cbojtn  Modtraior^  and  the  fol- 
lo'vjtng  Tonvn-OJiccrt  for  the  Tear 
en/uing,  viz 

Toivn'Clerk.  William  Cooper,  Efq. 
Seleitmen.  John  ScoUey,  Efq.  Sa- 
muel Auftin,  Efq.  Oliver  Wendell, 
Efq.  John  Pitts,  Efq.  Capt.  Guila- 
vus  Fellows,  Mr.  Harbottle  Dorr, 
Deacon  Thomas  Greenough,  Jona- 
than Williams,  Efq.  and  Capt.  Tho- 
mas Prerton. 

To'wn--rreafurer.  David  JefFeries, 
Efq. 

Oi'crfeers  of  the  Poor.  William 
Phillips,  Efq.  Ifaac  Smith,  Efq.  Mr. 
Jonathan  Mafon,  Capt.  Samuel  Par- 
tridge, Mr,  Samuel  Whitwell,  Mr. 
John  White,  Edward  Prodor,  Efq. 
William  Powell,  Efq.  Mr.  John 
Swtecfer,  Mr.  Edward  Payne,  Sa- 
muel Barrat,  Efq.  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Hewes. 

Committee  of  Correfpondence,  Inlpec- 
tion  and  Safety.  Capt.  William 
Mackay,  Nathaniel  Barber,  Efq. 
Perez  Morton,  Efq.  Benjamin  Hitch- 
born,  Efq.  Mr.  William  Davis,  Mr. 
Herman  Brimmer,  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Dorr,    Francis  Shaw,    Efq.     Capt. 

John 
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John  Simklns,  IJr.  Mofes  Grant, 
Mr.  Senjaniin  Burt,  Dr.  Peter  Ro- 
berts, Mr.  Henry  Bafs,  Capt.  Amafa 
Davis,  and  John  Win throp,  Efq. 

Fire  Wards.  John  Scolley,  Efq. 
William  Cooper,  Efq.  Edward  Proc- 
tor, Eiq.  Caleb  Davis,  Efq.  Cnpt. 
John  Pulling,  Thomas  Crafts,  Efq. 
Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq.  Paul  Re- 
vere, Efq.  Mr.  Thomas  TileOon, 
Major  Andrew  Symmes,  John  Win- 
throp,  Efq..  Capt.  Jofeph  Webb, 
Capt.  Guilavus  Fellows,  Mr.  John 
Dillard,  Mr.  Thomas  Trieilon,  Fran- 
cis Shaw,  Efq. 

Cotnmitiee  for  ptt  cha/tng  g?'n:n. 
Deacon  Timothy  Newell,  Mr.  Jolm 
Svvcetfer,  Jonathan  Williams,  Efq. 

Surveyors  of  lubeat.  Mr.  John 
White,  'and  Mr.  John  Lucas. 

Sari'eyor  of  hemp.  Benjamin  Ai'.ftin, 
Efq. 

Aff'fjO'S.  Deacon Benjnmin Church, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Brown,  Mr.  Samuel 
Davis,  Giles  Harris,  Efq.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Lowder,  Mr.  George  ii.  QzA- 
ney,  and  Mr.  Thomas  ^jbiter. 

Informer  of  Deer.  Mr.  Adam  Col- 
fon. 

JJTay  Maf.ers.  Mr. Thomas  Green, 
and  Mr.  John  Skinner. 

Fence  Vien>je>-s.  Melfieurs  William 
Crafts,  John  Lambert,  jun.  Natha- 
niel Wales,  Stephen  Wales,  and  Na- 
than Hancock. 

Surveyors  of  Boards.  Melfieurs 
Clement  Collins,  Abraham  Howard, 
Andrew  Symmes,  jofeph  Butler, 
Benjamin  Page,  Jofeph  Ford,  John 
Rogers,  Thomas  L^rann,  Edward 
Ranger,  John  Bultinch,  jun.  Jofeph 
Ballard,  James  Blake,  John  Lam- 
bert, jun.  Nathan  Hancock,  Ebene-^ 
7.cr  Freeland,  J  ohn  Champuey ,  Kenry 
Blaifdel.  [Bofon  Gazeite. 

To  the  pREFMiiN  of  A'laiTachufecti. 
[^From  the  Jam.  "^ 

Gentlemen, 

Th.e  man  who  calmly  iits  down  to 
frame  a  Civi!  CoalUtutioii  and  Form 
of  Government,  fo  ai   to  be  Derm:i- 


ncnt  and  produce  the  grerjteil  poffiblc 
good  to  the  people,  will  not  Only 
Itudy  natural  law,  the  origin  of  ciy{' 
fociety  and  hiilcry,  but  will  rjfowcll 
weigh  and  confider  the  general  bent 
and  inclination,  the  diflikeand  aver- 
fion  of  the  people,  to  this  or  that:  he 
will  adopt  that  Form  ofGovernraent 
that  h  paiiicahle,  though  it  may  not 
be  in  theory  the  heft  pofjibk.  Whether 
the  following  Efiky  is,  in  general, 
well  adapted  to  the  e;nd,  the  reader 
may  judge.  The  author,  o.r  rather 
rompiler  (for  fbme  articles  are  mere; 
copies)  has  not  vanity  enoiigh  tofup- 
pofe  it  perfcifl,  or  to  think' himfelf 
capable  of  making  it  fo  ;  but  had  his 
capacity  been  more  extcnuve,  he  has 
net  had  leifiire  for  the  parpofe  ;  and 
this  YS\:\"  is  only  the  Kally  produfllon 
of  a  few  hours,  now  and  then  at  dif- 
tant  periods  of  time:  bat  being cor.- 
■fcious  of  t^ie'mbl^  upright  intention:, 
and  con.^dingin  the  reader's  candour, 
he  ventliies  it  td  the  public  eye ;  and 
hopes'ix  may  itir  up  others  of  greater 
abiliti^  •a:nd"'morc  leifure,  to  exhibit 
a _  more- pspfefl  lyftem.  If  what  is 
h'ere'c^red  to  the  public,  with  a'finp-Ie 
i/iiw  to 'futcirgood,  ihduid  in  any  way 
be  remarked 'upon,  the  writer,  who 
wifhes  to  be  unnoticed,  will  riotthirik 
himfelf  obliged  to  make  any  reply, 
he  having  neither  ability,  leifure  or 
inclination  for' cdrx'rQverly;  ahti  :u 
feveral  of  his  particular  friends,  for 
vdioin  hs  has  the  moii;fmcere  efteem, 
and  who'  are  by  "ftatare  and  education 
vaftly  li-i's/fuperitJfs,  are  of  \-ery  difFe- 
rent  fehti'ments,  he  would  choofc,  on 
that  account,  as  well  as  for  other  rea- 
foas,  to," be  unknown.  The  reader 
may,  perhaps,  more  readily  form  a 
judgment  upon  the  following  Eflhy, 
by  having  a  fketch  of  fome  of  the 
leading  principles,  upon  which  it 
was  built,  laid  before  him.  It  is 
therein  fuppofed — That  by  nature  all 
men  arc  equally  free  — That  no  one 
has  a  right  to  govern  others  without 
their  confent — That  all  civil  govern- 
inent  is  derived  from  the  people,  and 

is 
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is  rightfully   fotmcd   by  them,  and  generally  ends  in  defpotifin  and  tne 

them  only,  for  their  own  good moft  abjeft  flavery,  from  v/hich  they 

That  in  fmall  focieties,  the  people  at  feldom  emerge  without  deluging  the 

large,  and  they  only,  have  not  only  world  with  blood ;  and  therefore   it 

a  right   to,    but   may  conveniently  is  better  that  large  States  fhovild  be 

meet  together  per/o?ially,  and  make  divided,  than  fmall  ones  joined.— — 

laws  for  their  own  government — That  And  it  alfo  fuppofcs.  That  Reprefen- 

in  larger  focieties  it  may  be  very  in-  tation  and  Taxation  are  fo  intimately 

convenient,    perhaps  impoffible,    for  connefted  with  each  other,  tliat  the 

the  people  at  large,  to  aflemble  toge-  latter  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be 

thtr  per/onully,  and  legiflate  for  them-  impofed,  without  fuppoiing  the  Sub- 

ielves ;    in  which    cafe,    a   vicarious  jeft  taxed,  to   have  had    a  right  of 

body  of  the  people,  chofen  and  de-  choice  in  the  election  of  the  Repre-^ 

puted  by  them   to  legiflate  in  their  fentative  body  taxing ;  and  therefore, 

place  and  ftead,  are  the  only  proper  that  all  perfons  taxable,  ought  to  be 

Legljlators — That  this  Reprefentative  admitted  to  vote  for  Deputies  to  the 

Eody  ought  to  be  frequently  chofen  ;  Gener  al  Court,  and   to  be  con- 

tach  one  to  be  refident  in  the  parti-  fideicd  as  Freemen. — That   repre- 

cular  diftrift  choofmg,  and  all  to  be  fentation,  efpecially  as  it  rcfpefts  tlie 

as  equally  chofen  from   among    the  number  of  Delegates,  ought  to  be 

v/hole,    as   the  circumftances  of  the  grounded  principally  upon  freehold, 

whole,  and  its  feveral  parts,  will  ad-  rather  than  upon  perfonal  cjiate;  be- 

mit — That  this  deputed  Body  in  their  caufe  the  former  ivill  remain  always 

vicarious   capacity,  ought  to  be  di-  within    the    State,  although   it  may 

Hinft  from  their  executive  and  judicial  change  Ma.lcrs";  but  the  latter  may  be 

parts   of  government ;  and   the  exe-  removed  to,  Britain,  or  to  fome  other 

cutive  and  judicial  officers  excluded.  State. — Alfo,  That  a  rotation  in  of- 

as  far  as  may  be,   from  ailing  in  the  fice,    when  prafticable,  will  be  the 

Legiflative  Department — That  every  means  of  training  up  many  perfons  to 

parilh,  town,  corporation,  and  county,  the    knov/ledge   of  public   bufinefs, 

may  choofe  their  refpeftive  officers;  more  than  without fuch  rotation  ;  and 

and  that  any  of  thofe  officers,  being  will  make  them  competent  to  many 

otherwife  legally  qualified,  may  be  offices  in   the  State,  without  which, 

eligible  to  any  of  the  legiflative,  ex-  they  v.'Ould  be  whollv  incompetent, 

ecutive  or  judicial  parts  of  govern-  And  alfo.  That  all  men  have  a  right 

ment,  but  only  to  one  place,  in  Ibme  to  worihip   God,    according  to  the 

one  of  thefe  departments,  at  one  and  diftates  of  their  own  confciences. 

the  fame  time. It  alfo  fuppofes,  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  leading prin- 

That  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  ciples  upon    which    the    Writer  has 

people  are  eafier  and  better  preferved  built  the   following    EfTay,    without 

in  fmall  focieties  than  in  large  ones ;  much  regard  to   their  order  ;  if  the 

and  that  when  Common-wealths,  or  public  fhould  attend  to  the   fubjeft 

States,  are  fo  large,    that  the  moll  matter,  the  arrangement  of  the  parts 

diftant  parts  of  the  government  are  may  eafdy  be  adjulled  by  fome  abler 

too  remote  from  the  feat  thereof,  to  politicians,  who,  by  altering,  dimi- 

mbtain  eafy  and  frequent  intelligence  nilhing,    or  adding    (as  the  fubjedl 

of  its  various  movements,  they  are  may  require,  may  form  fuch  a  perfeft 

then  in  great  danger  from   afpiring  Syllem  of  Government,  as  will  effeft 

and   defigning   men,  of  having  the  a   greater  degree  of  happinefs,    and 

irce  exercife  of  their  rights  and  liber-  more  fteady  and  permanent,  than  this 

ties  abridged,    and  of  degenerating  Colony  has  ever  yet   enjoyed.     To 

into  monarchical  government,  which  this  end,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  there 

-  .  is 
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is  greater  propriety  in  having  Go- 
vernment  tbrmed   by    a    General 
Convention,  chofen  for  that  fpe- 
cial   pvirpofe,  than  by  a  Genkral 
Court,    who    may   pofiibly    think 
themlcb.'es  bound  to  adhere,  in  fome 
degree,  to  old  forms  and   cuftoms ; 
and  probably  will  not  feel  themfelves 
quite  (ofree  in  this  momentous  affair, 
as  fuch  a  Con  vENTiGN.     That  you 
mav   be  direfted  by  the  all  wise 
G6VEP>.N0R  of  the  Universe, 
into  the  wi(eil  and  bell:  meafures  for 
obtaining  this  great  and  invaluable 
blelhng,    is  tlie    fincere   and    ardent 
prayer  of,  Gentlemen, 

Y'our  real  Friend  and  Servant. 

PHILELEUTHERUS. 
Bojlon,  February  27,    1777. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1777. 
An  ACT  of  the  General-Convention 
of  the  Common-Wealth,  or  State 
of  Mafiachufetts,  declaring  the 
fame  to  be  a  free  State,  and  in- 
dependent of  Great-Britain,  and 
cilablilhing  a  new  Conftitution  and 
Form  of  Civil  Government;  which 
General-Convention  was  elefted  by 
the  whole  People  for  this  fole  poi'- 
pofe,  and  was  held  at,  &c. 
Whereas  Great-Britain  has,  by  a 
long  feries  of  arbitrary  and  defpotic 
rr,eafures,   enforced    by   large  fleets 


diftrelled  cafe  of  the  American  Colo- 
nies, viz. 

\^Here  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendericj,   of  July  a,,    "776,   pub- 
lijhed  by  order  of  the  CongrefsA 
The  ancient  Government  of  this 
Colony  being   thus  totally   difol'ved, 
and  the  people  driven  into  a  flate  of 
nature,  it  becomes  their  indifpenflble 
duty,  and  what  felf-prefervation  re- 
quires, to   declare   themfelves  inde- 
pendent of    Great    Britain,    and   to 
eitablifh  fuch  a  Conftitution  and  Form 
of  Civil  Government,  as  to  them  ap- 
pears beft  calculated  to  promote  their 
greateft  pofhble  happinefs :  and  being 
fully  perfuaded,  that  the  moil  plain 
and  fimple  and  good  Form  of  Go- 
vernment is,  the  lefs  expenfive  it  will 
prove,  the  eafier  any  people  will  com- 
prehend it,  the  fooner  will  they  dif- 
cover  any  attempts  to  alter  or  deftroy 
it,  and  confequently,  the    more  vi- 
gorous that  Government  will  be,  and. 
the  more  likely  to  continue  perma- 
nent ;  efpecially  when  to  this  is  added, 
the  confideration  of  as  equal,    full, 
free  and  frequent  choice  of  a  Repre- 
fentative  Body  of  the  whole  People, 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  Legiflation,  as 
their   circumftances  will    admit:    in 
which  caie,  in   fuch  a  Government, 
ambitious  men  will  have  but    little 


and  armies,  intolerably  oppreffed  this  ground  to  hope  for  building  up  their 
Colony,  laying  wafte  by  fire  and  fword  own  particular  greatnefs,  upon  their 
whole   towns  and    villages,    killing     country's  ruin. 


many  of  its  inhabitants,  captivating 
others,  and   ruining  thoufands — has 
treated  their  petitions,  their  repeated 
petitions,  with  neglecl  and  contempt 
— has  deprived  them  of  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  their  chartered  rights,  and 
deilroyed  their  ancient  Conftitution 
and  Form  of  Civil  Government — has 
(by  aft  of  Parliament)  put  them  out 
of  proteftion  of  the  crown  of  Great - 
Britain,  and  declared  them  to  be  in  a 
ftate   of  rebellion :    all    which,    and 
much  more,  will  particularly  appear, 
by   the  following    dularatwn   of  the 
United  Stales  of  Amsrica,  to  be  the 


And  whereas  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  welfare  and  fafety  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Common- Wealth, 
that  a  j uft  and  permanent  Conftitution 
and  Form  of  Civil  Government  fho\ild 
be  eftabliflied  as  foon  as  poflible,  de- 
rived from  and  founded  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  People  only,  in  whom  is 
the  origin  of  all  governmental  power, 
and  who  have  at  all  times  a  right,  by 
common  confent  (whenever  the  great 
end  of  Government,  the  general  good 
is  not  obtained)  to  alter  and  change 
their  Conftitution  and  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, in  fuch  a  manner  as  mav 
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teft  promote  the  fafety  and  happinefs 
of  the  whole. 

We,  therv;fore,  the  R.cprerentatives 
ofthe  Freemen  of  Maflkchufctts,  in 
General  Convention  met,  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  framing  luch  a  Con- 
iUtution  and  Form  cf  Government; 
gratefully  acknowledging  the  good- 
iiefG  of  tlie  Supreme  Governor  of  all, 
in  permitting  ns  peaceably,  and  by 
common  conlent,  deliberately  to  form 
fuch  rules,  as  we  fnall  jiiilge  bell 
adapted  for  go\erning  this  Common- 
Wealth  in  juftice  and  righteoufnefs  ; 
and  being  fully  convinced  that  it  is 
our  indiipenf  hie  duty  to  ci'tablifh,  to 
the  utmoll  of  our  power,  fuch  origi- 
nal principles  of  Civil  Government, 
as  will  beil:  promote  the  general  hap- 
pinefs of  tne  people,  do,  by  virtue  cf 
the  authority  vefted  in  us  by  our  Con- 
Hituents,  declare,  enaJl  and  eilablifa 
the  following  Conftitution  and  Form 
of  Civil  Government  for  this  Coni- 
inon-Wealth»  to  be  and  remain  in 
full  force  therein,  from  and  after  the 
lecond  AVednefday  in  , 

and  for  ever  thereafter  to  remain  un- 
altered, except  in  fuch  articles  as  rhall 
hereafter,  on  new  circumlbinces  arii- 
ing,  or  on  experience,  be  found  to 
require  alteration,  and  which  fhall, 
by  the  like  authority  of  the  people, 
crnvened  for  that  foie  purpofe,  be  al- 
tered for  the  more  effeilual  obtaining 
and  lecuring  t/re  great  end  and  dejign 
of  all  good  Gcvirtiment,   The    Good 

OF   THE    P E 0 P  I  E  . 

Be  it  therefore  declared  and  enabled 
by  tlie  General  Convention  of  this 
Common-Wealth,  afiembled  for  the 
fole  ourpofe  of  declaring  and  ena-Hiing 
JKDEPc  Ni'ENCV,  and  ellablilliing  a 
new  Conftitution  and  Form  of  Civil 
Governm.ent,  and  by  the  authority 
cf  the  fame,  it  hereby  is  declared  and 
enacted,  .':■:   in  the  foiiovving  general 


artich 


v.z. 


\.. 


I.  1  hat  th's  Colony  is,  and  c'i 
right  ought  to  be,  and  for  ever  htrc- 
after  fiia;!,  by  the  favour  cf  ali-gra- 
cicus  Heaven^    be   a  free  STATE, 


and  abfolutely  independent  of  the 
Crown  and  Government  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  and  ihall  be  lliled.  The 
COMMON-WEALTFr,  or  STATE 
of  MASSACHUSETTS. 

2.  That  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Co- 
lony Lav/s  fhall  be  and  remain  in  full 
force,  for  and  during  year, 
from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  and 
ncrlonger,  unlefs  fooner  repealed,  in 
the  whole,  or  in  part,  or  otherwife 
ordered  by  this  State. 

3.  That  all  Letters-Patent,  Char- 
ter and  Charters,  called  Letters-Pa- 
tent, or  Royal  Charters,  and  faid  to 
have  been  heretofore  granted  to  this 
Province,  or  any  part  thereof,  that 
now  is  part  of  this  Common-Wealth, 
by  any  Royal,  or  other  authority  of 
Great-Britain,  fhall,  from  and  after. 

year  next  after  the  date  hereof, 
be  abfolutely  null  and  void,  and  ihall 
have  no  further  efleft,  fo  far  only  as 
it  may  refpefl  private  property  and 
governmental  powers,  but  not  other- 
wife  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  a  good 
and  fufficient  law  or  laws  fhall  be 
made  and  enaded  for  the  quieting 
pofiefTions. 

4.  That  all  and  every  law,  and  part 
of  a  lav/,  heretofore  made,  and  which 
any  way  refpecled  the  Conllitution  of 
the  General  Court  of  this  Common- 
Wealth,  that  now  is,  or  any  part  of 
faid  Court,  or  any  of  its  powers, 
members  or  privileges,  or  which  had 
any  refpeiSt  to  the  ele*R;ion  of  any  of 
its  members,  ihall,  and  hereby  are 
repealed,  and  rendered  abfolutely 
null  and  void,  and  fhall  have  no  fur- 
ther effeft  from  and  after  the  faid  fe- 
cond  Wednefday  of  ,,- 

5.  That  this  declaration  of  the  ge- 
neral, fundamental  andeffential  rights 
ofthe  people  of  this  Common- Wealth, 
Ihali,  forever  hereafter,  beconfidered 
as  the  general  fundamental  of  the 
faid  new  Conllitution  and  Form  of 
Goxernment ;  and  every  order,  law 
and  ilatate,  that  fnall  hereafter  be 
made  by  the  General  Court  of  this 
Common- Wealth,   ihall   conform  to 
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the  fpirit,  and  plain  and  fimple  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  thefe  general 
fundamentals ;  and  all  and  every  or- 
der, law  and  ilatute,  that  may  here- 
after happen  to  be  made,  and  ihall  be 
found  contrary  thereto,  fliall  be  null 
and  void,  and  have  no  effed,  and  be 
immediately  repealed  :  and  no  alte- 
ration in  thefe  "-encral   fundamentals 

O 

Ihall  hereafter  be  made,  but  only  by 
the  imtnediate  confent  of  the  good 
people  of  this  Common-V/ealth,  at 
larg!,  or  their  Deputies  chofen  for  that 
fpecial  purpofe. 

6.  That  all  men  are  born  equally 
free  and  independent,  and  their  Maker 
has  left  them  free  liberty  to  let  up 
fuch  governments  as  bell  pleafe  them- 
felves,  "  That  magillrates  were  fet 
up  for  the  good  of  nations,  not  na- 
tions for  the  honour  or  glory  of  ma- 
giftrates."  "  That  the  right  and 
povv^er  of  magiirrates  in  every  coun- 
try, was  that  which  the  laws  of  tJiat 
country  made  it  to  be."  And,  "  That 
ufurpation  gives  no  right  to  govern." 

y.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and 
unalienable  right  to  worihip  Goo 
according  to  the  diftates  of  their  own 
confciences,  and  to  enjoy  a  full  and 
free  liberty  therein ;  provided  that 
they,  under  pretence  of  religion,  do 
not  attempt  to  fubvert  the  Conllitu- 
tion  and  Form  of  Government  of  this 
State  :  for  the  more  full  efrablifhment 
whereof,  and  tliat  this  Conftitution 
and  Form  of  Government  may,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  be  fully  known  and 
underllcod,  the  minilter,  or  public 
teacher  of  religion  in  each  and  every 
town  and  parilh  within  this  Govern- 
ment, Oiell,  in  the  afternoon  of  every 
firft  Lord's-day  in  ,  for  ever 

hereafter,  openly  and  diftinclly  read 
this  Conftitution  and  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, together  with  its  preamble 
and  introdudlion,  to  the  congrega- 
tion of  fuch  town  or  parifli.  And 
every  public  teacher  of  religion  fhall, 
before  he  officiates  as  fuch,  fubfcribe 
this  Conftitution  and  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, Of  be  debarred  the  benefit 


of  any  contraft  or  agreement  he  may 
have  made  with  the  people  of  any 
town  or  parifh,  refpecbng^  his  falary 
as  a  teacher  of  religion. 

8.  That  no  perlbn  Ihall,  under  any 
pretence  v/hatCver,  maiicioufly  and 
advifedly,  by  ading,  doing,  writing, 
printing,  preaching,  praying  or  ipeak- 
ing;  ad:,  do,  write,  print,  preach,  ut- 
ter, exprefs,  or  declare  any  words,  len- 
tences,  ad  or  thing,  to  fcir  up  the  good 
people  of  this  State  to  hatred  or  dif- 
like  of  the  Conftitution  and  Form  of 
Government  thereof.  But  this  Ihall 
not  be  conftrued  to  reftrain  the  free- 
dom of  debates  in  the  General  Court, 
or  in  the  Council  of  Safety.  Neither 
Ihall  it  be  conftrued  fo  as  to  reftrain 
the  FREEDOM  OF  THE  PRESS, 
or  of  fpeaking,  writing  or  publifliing 
any  matter  or  thing  not  manifeftly 
injurious  to  the  public,  or  to  any 
private  perfon. 

9.  That  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and 
debates  or  proceedings  of  the  General 
Court  or  Ailernbly,  and  alfo  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  Ihall  not  be  called 
in  queftion  in  any  other  Court. 

10.  That  no  ad,  impofition,  or- 
der, law,  or  ftatute,  fhall  hereafter 
be  made,  or  impofed  upon  the  good 
people  of  this  Common- Wealth,  but 
only  f.Tch  as  fhail  be  made  or  impofed 
by  their  own  perfonal  confent,  or  by 
the  confent  of  tlieir  Reorelentatives 
m  General  Court  allbmbled. 

1 1 .  That  the  lupreme  Legillative 
Power  fhall  be  vefted  in  a  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  v/liich  fhall  be  an- 
nually cholen  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
Legiiiation  ;  whicii  Reprefeutati\'es, 
v/hen  formed  into  a  General  Court, 
fhall  fit  and  ad,  as  one  fingle  Body, 
upon  the  legiftative  bufinefs  of  this 
State,  once,  or  oftener,  every  year; 
and  fhall  not  continue,  or  exill  as  a 
Court,  for  any  longer  time  than  one 
year. 

12.  That  there  fhall  be  annually, 
at  leaft,  a  general  and  free  eledion  of 
Deputies,  or  Reprefentatives,  for 
Members  to  ferve  in   faid  General 

<^  Court, 
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Courtj  to  be  chofen  by  the  v/hole 
people,  as  is  herein-after  exproTed  ; 
which  eleclion  Ihall  be  abfoiuLelv 
FREE. 

13.  That  there  flr.all  be  annual!)', 
'one  General  Court  or  Ail'embly  of 
the  Reprefentative  Body  of  the  whole 
people,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  Leg!  f- 
iation  ;  and  which  ihall  be  called  tlie 
GENERAL  COURT,  or  ASSEM- 
BLY of  the  COMMON-WEALTH, 
or  STATE  of  MASSACHUSETTS; 
to  be  convened,  held  and  kept  at 
Bofton,  (or  fiich  other  place  as  feid 
General  Court  may  at  any  time  or- 
der) upon  every  fecond  Wednefday 
in  ,  yearly,  and  every  year 

for  ever  hereafter,  with  power  of  ad- 
journment ;  which  faid  General 
Court,  fhall  confiil:  of  fuch  free- 
holders as  ihall  be  annually  elecled, 
or  deputed  by  the  feveral  towns 
within  this  State,  agreeable  to  the 
following  rule  of  choice,  viz.  each 
and  every  town  h-dv'mg  Jixfy,  and  not 
lb  many  as  fn'nefy  relident  freeholders, 
each  of  whom  having  an  eftate  of 
freehold  in  land,  within  the  town 
wherein  he  refides,  to  the  value  of 
Four  Pounds  per  year,  at  the  leaft, 
may,  if  they  fee  fit,  by  a  major  vote 
of  its  inhabitants  (as  is  hereinafter 
defcribed)  eleft  or  depute,  by  written 
ballot,  in  fuch  manner  as  has  been 
the  ufual  cuRcm  in  this  Colony,  one 
of  their  relident  freeholders,  fuch  as 
aforefaid,  and  no  more  than  one,  to 
lit  and  ad:  from  time  to  time,  in  faid 
General  Court,  until  the  fecond 
Wednefday  in  next  fol- 

lowing fuch  ele£lion,  and  no  longer  : 
and  each  and  every  town  in  this 
State,  having  niKeij  fuch  freeholders 
as  aforefaid,  and  not  m.ore  than  Two 
Hundred,  J^all  annually  eleft  and 
depute  one,  and  no  more  than  one 
flxch  refident  freeholder  as  aforefaid, 
in  like  manner,  and  for  like  purpoi'es 
as  aforefaid :  and  each  and  every  town 
Play,  if  they  fee  fit,  for  each  and 
every  150  fuch  freeholders  as  afore- 
faid, above  the  faid  firfl  200,  ekft 


or  depute  one  other  fuch  freeholder 
as  aforefaid,  in  like  manner,  and  for 
like  purpofe  as  aforefaid :  and  each 
and  every  town,  not  having  fo  many 
as  90  freehold'^rs,  fuch  as  aforefiiid, 
mil)',  if  they  fee  fit,  join  in  eleftion 
with  any  other  adjoining  town  within 
tiiis  State ;  and  the  number  of  fuch 
freeholders  in  fuch   towns  fo  joining 
in  eleflion,  fhall  regulate,  in  manner 
as  aforefaid,  the  num.ber  of  Deputies 
which,  they  J^al/,  or  w^jv  fend  (as  the 
cafe  may  be)  to  the  General  Court : 
and  each  and  every  plantation,  whofe 
bounds,  when  afcertained,  Jhali  con- 
tain, within  the  fame,  fo  many  as  90 
fuch    freeholders   as   aforefaid,    yZ^a// 
tlien  be  incorporated  into  towi-iS,  and 
each  and  every  fuch  town  /.hall  ele£l 
and  depute,  in  tlie  manner  and'  for 
the  purpoie  aforefaid,  cne  fuch  free- 
holder as  aforefaid,  to  reprefent  them 
in  the  General  Court.     Provided  ne- 
ve*thelefs.  That  in  every  town,  every 
male  refident  of  21  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  whether  a  freeholder  or  not, 
but  being  liable  to  taxation,  and  be- 
longing to  iuch  town,  lliali  have  a 
rigbi  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  Repre- 
fentatives,  in  common  with  the  free- 
holders and  other  members   of  fuch 
town  ;  but   the  nijmber  of  Deputies 
fliail   not   be  thereby  increafed,  but 
fliall  be  wholly  regulated  by  the  num- 
ber of  freeholders,  in  manner  as  afore- 
faid.    Which    faid    General    Court, 
when  firft  afiembled,  Jii:Ii  b}'  written 
ballot,  on  the  firft  or  fecond  day  of 
their  fitting,    choofe   one    of    their 
Members  to  prefide  as  Speaker,  to 
regulate  the  debates  of  faid  Court, 
and  to  fign  in   their  behalf,-  all   the 
orders,    laws   and    fliatutes,    and   all 
other  public  papers  that  are  to  be  au- 
thenticated :   and  they  fhall  in  like 
manner,  choofe  fome  fuitable  perfon 
to  ferve  as  Secretary,  and  another  to 
ferve  as  Clerk  to  faid  Court.     The 
faid  Court  ihall  then,  by  v/ritten  bal- 
lot, choofe  of  their  Members 
to  ferve  as  a  Council  of  Safety,  which 
Council  Ihall  be  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive 
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tive  power  of  this  State,  and  Hull  be 
aililhuits  to  the  General  Court  by 
their  advice  only ;  which  fiiid  Coun- 
cil fhall  continue  until  the  fecond 
Wednefday  in  ,  next  fol- 

lowing fuch  choice,  and  no  longer. 
And  all   vacancies    in    the    General 
Court,  occafioned   by  the  choice  of 
faid  Council,  or  othervvife,  may   bj 
filled   up,     by    the   rcfpe£li^'e   towns 
whofe  Reprefentatives  have  been  thus 
remo^•cd,  by  new  eledions  of  Depu- 
ties, in  manner   as   aforeiaid.     And 
all  vacancies,  at  any  time,  or  by  any 
means  happening  in  the  faid  Council, 
faall  be  filled    up   by   faid    General 
Court,  in  manner  as  aforefaid.     And 
the   faid  Council  ihall   immediately 
ci)oofe,  on  the  firll  or  fecond  day  of 
their  fitting,  by  written   ballot,  one 
cf  their  Members  for  their  Prefident, 
to  regulate  their  debates,  and  to  au- 
thenticate all  fuch  papers  as  they  may 
have  occafion  to  gi\  e  authenticity  to  : 
and  they  fliall,  in  like  manner,  choofe 
fome  other  fit  pcrfon  for  their  Secre- 
tary.    Which  General  Court,  when 
conllituted    as    aforeiaid,     and     the 
Council  of  Safety  and  affiftants  cliofen 
as  afcrefaid,  fnall  have  full  power  to 
ordain,  make  and  eltabliih   ail,  and 
all  manner  of  good  and  wholefome 
orders,    lav/s    and    ftatutes,    for    the 
well  ordering  and  governing  the  good 
people  of  this  Common-Wealth,  and 
for  the  fupport,  comfort  and  defence 
of  the  fame.     KvA  tlie  faid  General 
Court  lliall,  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times,  conflicute  and  appoint  all 
fuch  Exec^atrreand  Judicial  Courts, 
and  all  fuch  civil  and  military  ofiicers 
(excepting  parifii,  town,  corporation 
and  county  officers)  as  to  them  may 
appear  to  be  of  public  utility.     And 
all   orders,    laws,   and  ftatutes,    or- 
dained, made  and  enafled  by  the  faid 
General  Court,    fnall  be  figned    by 
their  Speaker  for  the  time  being*  in 
their  behalf,    and  publiilied,    before 
obedience    thereto   be   exac'ced  from 
the  people.     And  every  perfon  who 
ihall  be  elected  to  ferve  as  a  Member 
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in  the  faid  Gcne-al  Court,  fiiali,  be- 

^  fore  he  fit  or  act   th'orein,  fubfcribe 

the    following     declaration,     which 

fnall  be  kept  among  the  recoi-ds  of 

I  faid  Court,  viz. 

State  of  Massachusetts. 
[Place  and  date.] 
V/e  the  fubfcribers,  do  folemnly 
and  feverally  declare.  That  we  will 
do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  pro- 
mote the  profperity  and  happinefs  of 
this  Ccmmon-Wcalth  ;  and  will  op- 
pofe  and  prevent,  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  abilities,  every  attempt  to  hurt 
or  d>.-liroy  th.e  fame ;  and  this  we  will 
do,  by  a  firm  and  Heady  adherence 
t<i,  and  fupport  of,  that  Coafcitutioii 
and  Form  of  Civil  Government, 
adopted  and  eilabliihed  in  this  State, 
in  the  year  1777.  A.  B. 

C.  D.  &c. 

14.  That  the  Legiflative,  Execu- 
tive and  Judiciary  Departments,  ihall 
be  as  feparate  and  diftmil:  as  pofiible ; 
fo  tliat  neither  Ihail,  v/iuhout  necef- 
fity,  exercife  the  po.vers  belonging  to 
the  other ;  nor  ihaii  any  perfon  exer- 
cife the  powers  of  more  tnan  one  of 
them  at  the  fame  time ;  except  that 
the  JuiHces  of  the  County  Courts 
fliall  be  eligible  to  either  the  General 
Court,  or  Council  of  Safety  ;  and 
excepting  alfo.  That  the  -IJouncil  of 
Safety,  ihall  fit  as  Juuiices  la  caies  of 
impeachment,  and  in  cales  of  appeal 
from  the  Probate  Court. 

15.  That  tj^e  General  Court,  and 
tiie  Council  of  Safety,  fhail  each 
choofe  their  own  officers,  and  fettle 
their  own  orders  and  rules  of  proceed- 
ing in  their  refpeclive  Bodies. 

16.  That  ail  Governmental  mat- 
ters, whether  orders,  laws  or  ftatutes, 
fnall  originate  in,  and  be  compleated 
by  the  General  AiTembly  ;  but  when 
tliey  have  read  any  Bill,  or  other 
matter  twice,  they  Ihall  then  fend  it 
to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the.r  ad- 
vice, who  fiiali  alfo  read  it  twice,  and 
then  return  it  to  the  General  Court, 
with  their  propofed  amendments  and 
remarks,  if  any,  in  writing ;  and  the 

0^2  General 
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General  Court  fhall  then  read  it  a 
third  time,  and  finally  palb  upon  it. 
This  will  give  the  advantage  cf  exa- 
mination by  two  ieparate  and  aiftinft 
bodies ;  and  will  be  iiill  more  lafe,  if 
the  ieveral  readings  are  upon  as  many 
feverai  i' lys  ;  which  may,  and  ought 
to  be  done,  excepting  in  extraordi- 
nary caies. 

j  7.  That  every  town  fhall  pay  their 
own  Delegates  for  their  attemiatK^e  at 
the  General  Court,  but  their  tra-oel 
fhall  be  paid  by  the  Government. 
And  every  Delegate  Ihall  conftantly 
attend  faid  Court,  or  affign  reafon- 
able  excufe,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
Court,  or  abide  fuch  judgment  as 
they  may  order. 

18.  That  the  General  Court  fhall 
appoint  all  civil  and  military  officers 
(excepting  as  is  excepted  in  the  13  th 
article)  the  Juftices  and  Judges,  dur- 
ing good  behaviour  j  and  other  offi- 
cers, during  pieafure  :  which  officers, 
and  all  other  perfons,  Ihall  be  im- 
pe^vchiible  for  miioehaviour  in  office, 
or  otlierwife,  by  the  faid  Court,  be- 
fore and  by  the  Council  of  Safety  ; 
excepting  only,  that  if  a  Member  of 
fliid  Council  fhall  be  impeached  '  by 
the  General  Court,  the  trial  iur.U  be 
before  faid  Court,  by  their  pwn  Ivieni- 
bers. 

19.  That  all  cafes,  whether  capi- 
tal,'Criminal,  or  between  man  and 
man,  or  refpealng  any  property,  whe- 
ther real,  perional  or  mixed,  fliall 
be  tried  by  a  jury  oififaet,  freeholdcis 
of  the  vicliiity,  who  fliall  be  judges 
of  law  as  v^-ell  as  fact,  any  tivel-ve  of 
whom,  agreeing  in  their  judgment, 
it  iliall  'le  declared  to  be  their  ver- 
A.H.  Ex  -"pting  cafes  of  impeach- 
ment, mentioned  in  the  lafl:  fbre-'O- 
jag  article.  And  exceptmg  appeals 
■from  the  Probate  Court ;  and  alfo 
cafes  where  fome  exprefs  law  refers 
the  fame  to  be  tried  ctherwife,  in 
fome  inferior  Court;  in  which  kil 
cafes  alfo,  any  party  aggrieved,  may 
appeal  to  fome  Superior  Ccjrt,  and 
|>ave  trial  by  a  jury.     x'\nd  any  party 
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may  challenge  jurors,  in  manner  as 
has  been  cuflomary  in  this  Colony 
heretofore. 

20.  That  exceffive  bail  Ihall  not 
be  required,  nor  exceffive  fines  im- 
pofed,  nor  cruel  and  unulual  punifhi- 
m.ents  inhiifted,  in  any  cales. 

2 1 .  That  all  gr-ants,  and  promifes 
of  fines  and  forfeitures,  of  particular 
perfons  before  conviclion,  are  and 
Ihall  be  illegal  and  void. 

22.  That  levying  money,  by  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  under  pretence  of 
its  being  for  the  ufe  of  the  State, 
without  grant  of  the  General  Court, 
is  and  fluiU  be  illegal. 

23.  Tnat  the  raifmg  or  keeping  a 
Handing  arm.y  within  the  Common- 
Wealth,  without  confent  cf  the  Ge- 
neral Aflembly,  is  and  ihall  be  illegal. 

2/j..  That  it  is,  and  for  ever  fhall 
be,  the  right  of  any  of  the  good 
people  of  this  Government,  either 
individually  or  in  colleftive  bodies, 
to  petition  the  General  Court. 

25.  That  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
mon-Wealth fhall,  in  all  cafes,  be 
conllrucd  in  favour  of  life  and  li- 
berty ;  fo  that  neither,  ftall  be  taken 
away  or  abridged,  but  from  neceffity 
and  the  beft  evidence. 

26.  That  a.11  due  encouragement 
fliall  be  given  to  fchrols  and  colleges, 
for  promoting  arts,  agriculture,  ma- 
nufactures, and  ail  ufeful  fcience  and 
good  learning.  Th's  will  fuppcrt 
tilt  State,  and  preferve  liberty. 

27.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  taken, 
or  imprifoned,  but  by  tl^  ;  written 
law  of  tliis  Common- WealtJi :  or  by- 
natural  law,  as  grounded  upon  r.'ght 
reafon;  and  thefe  fliall  be  the  c^ily 
laws  by  which  the  good  people  thereof 
fliall  be  judged  and  governed  :  and 
thi?,  without  any  reference  being  had 
to  the  liiws  or  cuftoms  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, or  any  other  State. 

28.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  put  out 
of,  or  difoofTcued  of  liis  freehold, 
lands,  livelihood,  liberties  or  free 
cuiloir.s,  unlefsitmay  be  by  the-law- 
ful  judgment,  orverdid  of  his  equals, 

men 
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men  0/  his  own  condition,  by  due 
coiirfe  of  law.— Nor  ihall  any  perfon 
be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  l;iw, 
iinlefs  he  be  outlawed  by  the  law  of 
the  land. 

29.  That  no  perfon  fliall  be  exiled, 
or  banifhed  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth, unlefs  he  be  exiled  or  ba- 
nifhed according  to  the  law  thereof. 
Nor  ihall  any  perfon  be,  in  any  fort 
or  degree  deiboyed,  unlefs  it  be  by 
the  verdid  of  his  equals,  according  to 
the  law  of  the  State.  And  juftice, 
right  or  law,  fhall  not  be  fold,  nor 
denied,  nor  deferred,  or  delayed  to 
any  perfon,  but  fliall  be  equally  and 
impartially  adrainiftered  to  all. 

30.  That  the  Delegates,  or  Repre- 
fentatives  for  this  Common-V/ealih, 
to  the  Continental  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  fliall  be 
chofen  annually,  at  leaft,  by  written 
ballot,  by  the  General  Court. 

3  1 .  That  there  fliall  always  be  a 
well  regulated  militia  kept  up  within 
this  Government,  well  provided  with 
arms  and  accoutrements. 

32.  That  there  fliall  be  annually, 
at  ieaft,  a  County  Convention  in 
each  county,  for  tranfading  county 
buflnefs,  and  for  the  choice  of  ail 
county  offxers :  and  all  parifh  and 
tovvn-officers  fliall  be  chofen  by  their 
refpeftive  parifliea  and  towns. 

33.  That  a  rotation  of  oliicers,  in 
many  ofrices  from  the  loweft  to  the 
higheft,  is  very  defireable,  when  the 
circumllances  of  the  Common-Wealth 
will  admit  thereof;  as  thereby  many 
more  perfons  will  obtain  a  competent 
knowledge  of  public  bufinefs,  than 
without  fuch  rotation. 

34.  That  all  Courts  of  Jufl:ice  antl 
Equity  fliall  be  open  to  all  perfons : 
and  the  debates  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly  fnall,  wiien  the  fafety  of  the 
State  permits,  be  open  to  all. 

35.  That  a  power  of  reprieving 
perlbns  under  fenience  of  death,  fliall 
be  lodged  in  the  Supreme  Executive, 
in  fuch  manner  as  tlie  Legiilative 
jnay  order  j  but  no  povvcr  of  grant- 
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ing  pardon  fliall  be  in  any  but  tlie 
Leglflative. 

36.  That  the  perfon  of  a  debtor, 
where  there  is  not  a  Ib-ong  prefump- 
tion  of  fraud,  fliall  not  be  continued 
in  prifon,  after  delivering  up  ail  his 
ellate,  for  the  ufe  of  his  creditors. 

37.  That  appeals  fliall  be  had, 
when  required,  from  the  Probate 
Courts,  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
before  and  b)-  whom  trial  fliail  be  had. 

38.  That  the  people  have  a  right 
to  hold  themfelves,  their  houfes,  pa- 
pers and  poflieflions,  free  from  feaixh 
or  feizure;  and  therefore  warrants, 
without  oaths  or  affirmations  iirlt 
made,  afi^brding  fufficient  foundation 
for  them,  and  whereby  any  officer  or 
meflenger  may  be  commanded  or  re- 
quired to  fearch  fufpefted  places,  or 
to  feize  any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  any 
property,  not  particularly  defcribed, 
are  contrary  to  common  right  and  li- 
berty, and  are  illegal. 

39.  That  as  all  men  have  a  right, 
by  common  confent,  when  in  fociety, 
to  form  fuch  kind  of  government  for 
themfelves,  as  they  pieafe,  fo  they 
have  a  right,  by  common  confent,  to 
alter  the  fame,  and  adopt  fuch  other 
mode  of  Government  as  may  bell 
pieafe  themfelves:  and  they  have  alfo 
a  like  right,  as  a  body,  or  individu- 
ally, to  emigrate  to  any  other  State, 
or  to  vacant  countries,  if  they  pieafe, 
or  to  divide  tlieir  Government  into 
two,  or  more,  diftind  States,  as  may 
bell  fuit  themfelves. 

40.  That  the  Council  of  Safety 
fl^iall  flt  at  the  fame  time  and  place 
with  the  General  Afiembly ;  and  at 
ail  fuch  other  times  as  the  General 
Court  may  order,  and  may  do  buunefs 
with  a  maj.ir  part  of  their  whole 
number,  which  Ihall  be  confidered  as 
a  Council  for  all  purpofes. 

41.  Tiiat  fumptuary  laws  againft 
luxury,  plays,  &c.  and  extra\'agant 
expences  in  drefs,  diet,  and  the  like, 
fuited  to  the  circuinilances  of  the 
Common- Wealth,  and  t'le  foirit  of 
the  Confdtution,  ihali  be  Cilabli'licd 

with 
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with  all  convenient  fpeed.  — Livxiiry, 
as  Baron  rvlontefquieu  faySjisneceJlaiy 
ia  Monarchies;,  but  ruinous  to  Demo- 
cracies. 

4,2.  That,  in  order  to  preferve  Li- 
berty,— to  diiiribute  the  burdens  and 
favours  attending  tiie  feveral  cflices, 
in  tlic  feveral  parts  of  this  Govern- 
ment—and to  prevent,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  any  one  man — family — or  their 
conuedlions,  from  engroirmg  many 
places  of  honour  and  profit;  no  man 
holding  any  office  or  place,  in  the 
fcvice  of  the  Umted  Siates,  by 
ccmmifilon  or  otherwife,  fhall,  at  the 
fame  time,  hold  any  office  or  place 
in  the  fervid  e  of  this  State,  whether 
by  comrniiiicn  or  otherwile.  Nor 
Ihall  any  one  man  hold  more  tlian  one 
office  or  place  in  the  iervice  of  this 
State,  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
whether  by  commifiion  or  otherv/ife, 
excepting  only  through  necefhty,  or 
as  is"  licreia  before  in  this  Adl  ex- 
cepted. 

^3.  And  that  a  new  fyftem  of  laws 
for  this  Common-Wealth  gi"ounded 
upon  the  general  principles  of  this 
Aft,  fhall  be  made  and  eftablifhed 
within  year  from  and  after  the 

date  hereof;  and  that  a  Committee 
for  that  purpofe,  fhall  be  appointed 
by  the  next  General  Court  (as  early 
iii  their  fitting  as  may  be)  to  continue 
cne  year,  if  found  neceflary,  from 
and  after  their  appointment,  and  no 
longer;  whole  duty  it  fnail  be,  to 
prepare  and  report  to  the  General 
Court,  from  time  to  time,  ail  fuch 
laws  for  the  faid  new  fyflem,  as  to 
them  may  appear  beR  adapted  to  pro- 
mote the  laltmg  peiice  and  happin&fs 

Cf  this  C  O  M  M  O  N  -  W  F  A  L  T  H  . 

?  H  I  L  A  D  E  L  P  n  I  A. 

^n  A8  fo'-  making  the  Continental  Bills 
of  Ciedit,  and  thi  Bills  of  Cudit 
tmued  by  Rejvh'ss  cftbe  kite  AJf^m- 
hlies,  legal  tender^  and  fur  cthir 
fu>p(jfe<  therein  mentior.cd- 
V/hereas  it  is  highly  neceiTary  that 
the  bills  of  credit  emitted  and  made 
current  by  the  Continental  Congrefs, 


and  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  and 
made  current  by  the  late  Aficmblies 
of  Pennfylvania,  ought  to  be  made 
legal  tender  in  all  payments,  and  to 
be  alike  taken  by  every  perfon  in  this 
State,  in  the  difcharge  of  debts,  and 
for  the  purchafing  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  and  materials  of  defence;  and 
it  is  evidently  neceflary  that  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  the  faid  bills  of  credit 
made  current  by  public  authority, 
fhould  be  prevented. 

Be  it  therefore  enaftcd,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  P.eprefentatives 
of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
cf  Pennfylvania,  in  General  AiTembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame.  That,  from  and  after  the  fixth 
day  of  February  next,  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  and  made  current  by 
the  Continental  Congrefs  fhall  pafs 
current  in  this  State,  and  be  received 
in  payments  and  difcharge  of  all  man- 
ner of  debts,  rents,  fum  and  funis  of 
money  whatfoever,  due,  or  hereafter 
to  become  due,  payable,  or  accruing 
upo:;  or  by  reafon  of  any  mortgage, 
bond,  fpecialty,  bills,  note,  book 
account,  promife,  affumption,  or  any 
other  contraft  whatfoever,  according 
to  the  fam  which  the  faid  bills  refpec- 
tively  entitles  the  bearer  thereof  to 
receive,  each  dollar  therein  expreffed 
to  be  taken  and  eileemed  at  the  rate 
or  value  of  Seven  Shillings  and  Six- 
pence, and  of  equal  value  in  the  pay- 
ment of  fuch  debts  with  a  Spanilh 
milled  filver  dollar,  weighing  leven- 
teen  penny-weights  and  fix  grains, 
any  claufe,  provifo  or  device,  in  any 
bond,  note,  or  other  inllrument  of 
writing,  to 'the  contrary  thereof  in 
any  wiie  notwithftanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  and  made  current  by 
the  refolves  of  the  late  AfTemblies  of 
Pennfylvania,  diCi<^  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  on  loan  by  an  a£l  of  Allcmbly 
of  the  v6tii  of  February,  1773,  fliall, 
in  like  manner  be,  and  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  a  legal  tender;  and  iliall 

be 
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be  taken   and   received   in  payment  hands  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Coann% 

and  difcharge  of  all  manner  of  debts  appointed  to  receive  the  State  tax:, 

v.'hatfoevcr  as  aforefaid,  according  to  (whcfe  receipt  fliall  be  a  fuilicient  dif- 
the  films  fpecified  in  faid  bills 


and 
if  any  perfon  or  pcrfons,  from  and 
after  the  faid  fixth  day  of  February 
next,  fli:'.il  refufe  to  receive  any  of 
the  faid  bills  of  credit  when  properly 
tendered  in  payment  of  any  debt  or 
demand  whatfoevcr,  provided  the 
wlioleof  fvich  debt  or  demand  be  ten- 
dered, he,  fhe,  or  they  fo  refufmg, 
ihall  be  for  ever  barred  from  fuing 
for,  or  recovering  the  fame  in  any 
court  of  this  State,  and  if  any  fuit  or 
fuits  fliall  be  commenced  for  fuch 
debt  or  demand,  after  tender  and  re- 
fufal  as  aforefaid,  the  defendant  may 
plead  payment,  and  gi\e  this  acl  and 
the  fpeciai  matter  in  evidence. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  and  be  it 
further  enacled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid.  That  after  any  fuch  tender 
as  aforefaid  being  made,  if  tlie  cre- 
ditor to  whom  fuch  money  is  tendered, 
fliall  within  four  days  next  thereafter, 
make  demand  of  the  faid  debt  before 
two  creditable  witneflbs,  it  ihall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  fuch  creditor  to  fue 
for  and  recover  fuch  debt ;  but  fhall 
recover  no  intereft  on  faid  debt  after 
fuch  tender,  or  cofts  on  his  a&icn. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  where  any 
fuch  tender  ihall,  as  aforefaid,  be 
made,  in  order  to  pay  any  debt  or 
demand  of  money  due  and  payable 
of  any  kind  whatfoever  and  refuled, 
and  not  demanded  within  four  days 
after  fuch  tender  as  aforefaid,  .then, 
and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  iaid  debt  or 
money  due  or  payable,  mentioned  in 


charge  to  fuch  dcbLor  for  the  monies 
by  this  ail;  forfeited)  retaining  the 
one  third  part  in  his,  her,  or  their 
own  hands. 

And  whereas  divers  perfons  in  this 
State  (taking  advantage  of  the  necef- 
fitous)  when  they  put  money  on  loan, 
or  in  other  contrafts,  have  bsrwained 
with,    and  bound   the   borrower  or 
purchafer,  to  pay  the  debt  in  fterling 
money   of  Great-Erltain,   according- 
as   the  exchange  might  be  between 
the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Lon- 
don.   And  as  the  intcrcourfc  between 
the  {aid  cities  is  noiv  fo  far  obllrufted 
that  no  fuch-  exchange  can  be  afccr- 
tained,  and  except  fome  rule  is   fet- 
tled by  law,  the  debtvor  cannot  pay 
his  debt,  though  he  be  fo  difpofed 
and  has  in  his  pcjTeflloa  bills  of  credit 
for  that  purpofe,  for  remedy  whereof. 
Be  it  ejiafted,  Thy.t  w'lere  any  per- 
fon Hands  bound  to    pay  any  debt 
in  Ilerling  money  aiorelaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  exchange  as  aforefaid,  fuch  ^ 
creditor    ihall    receive     Continental 
bills  of  credit,  or   bills  of  credit  of 
this  .State  in  payment  and  difcharge 
of  any  fuch  debt,  at  the  rate  of  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-tive  Poimds  Penn- 
fyivania  currency,  for  One  Hundred, 
Pounds  fterling,  if  tenderedv  as  afore- 
faid, and  en  refufal  thereof  iliali  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  within  the 
meaning.of  this  A&,  in  cafes  of  re- 
fufal of  the  bills  of  credit  in  tender  as 
aforefaid.  ' 

And  whereas  bonds  or  other  v.rit- 

ings  may  have  been  given  for  money, 

anv  mortgage,  bond,  fpeciaky,  bill,     to  be  paid  in  Half  Johannefes  weigh- 


er note,  book  account,  or  any  other 
debt  "vvhatfoever,  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  forfeited,  the  one  third  part 
thereof  to  the  debtor,  and  the  other 
two  third  parts  to  this  State:  and 
every  fuch  debtor  who  fhali  make 


ing  nine  penny-weiguts,  cr  as  mucn 

in  bills  of  credit  as  will  p:"irchafc  the 

fame.      It  is   herebv   dsckred   and 

en 

lars 

Three  Pounds 


iled.  That  eight  Continental  dcl- 
in  bills  of  credit  aforefaid,  or 


in   bills  of  credit  of 


fuch  tender  is  hereby  direfted  and  re-  this  Slate  afore-mentioned,  or  of  any 
quired  to  pay  the  two  third  parts  of  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  Pennfylvania, 
every   debt    fo   forfeited,    iato    the    fnall   be  deemed  and  taken  to   be 

v.9ri;h 
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worth  one  gold  Portugal  Half  Jo- 
hannes, weighing  as  aforefaid,  and 
in  the  fame  proportion  for  all  other 
gold  coin. — And  all  perfons  whom- 
fcever,  refullng  to  take  and  receive 
fuch  bills  of  credit  in  payment  and 
difcharge  of  fuch  debt,  and  redemp- 
tion of  fuch  bond,  or  other  writing 
as  aforefaid,  iha!l  be  deemed  and 
t:;ken  to  be  within  the  meaning  of 
this  Aft,  and  fhall  forfeit  fuch  debt, 
and  be  in  all  things  dealt  with  as  in 
this  Aft  is  direfted  in  cafes  of  refufal 
on  tender. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  every  fuch 
debtor  who  fliall  make  tender  of  any 
debt  or  demand  as  aforefaid,  which 
Ihall  be  refufed  and  not  again  de- 
manded as  aforefaid,  is  hereby  di- 
refted and  required,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  Two  Shillings  out  of  the 
Pound  of  fuch  debt,  within  thefpace 
of  fix  days,  to  inform  one  or  more  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  county  for 
the  time  being,  clefted  or  appointed 
to  levy  the  public  taxes,  of  the  fum 
fo  tendered,  and  to  whom,  and  the 
time  when,  and  the  names  of  the  wit- 
nefies  prefent  at  fuch  tender — and  the 
Commiffioners  of  every  county  fliall 
keep  fair  books  of  entries  of  all  fuch 
fums  of  money  forfeited  by  this  Aft, 
and  lay  the  fame  before  the  Commit- 
tees of  Aflembly,  appointed  to  fettle 
the  public  accounts  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  in  cafe  any  debtor  negleft 
to  give  fuch  information,  then  any 
other  perfon  who  gives  the  firil  infor- 
mation ihall  be  entitled  to  the  afore- 
faid Tv/o  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  and 
Three-pence  per  mile  travelling 
charges  for  his  trouble. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Com- 
miffioners fpr  the  time  being,  of  every 
county  of  this  State,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  afk,  demand, 
fue  for  and  recover,  two  third  parts 
of  every  debt  or  fum  of  money,  fo  as 
aforefaid  tendered  and  refufed,  and 
not  afterwards  demanded  as  afore- 


faid, which  aftion  or  aftions,  fuit  or 
fuits,  Ihall  be  brought  or  commenced 
and  profecuted  by  tlie  faid  Commif- 
fioners, by  name  and  ftile  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  fuch  county ;  and 
the  procefs  fhall  be  the  fame,  and  as 
efteccual  in  law,  as  if  fuch  mortgage, 
bond,  fpecialty  or  note,  was  given  to 
fuch  Commiffioners  bona  fide,  for  a 
valuable  confideration,  or  as  if  fuch 
other  debt  was  contraftcd  with  faid 
Commiffioneror  Commiffioners;  and 
after  receiving  the  fame,  fome  one  of 
them  Ihall  enter  fatisfaftion  in  the 
records  of  fuch  mortgage,  as  is  re- 
quired by  un:  Aft  of  General  Aflem- 
bly of  Pennfylvania,  in  cafes  of  dif- 
charging  mortgages. 

And  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  hav- 
ing fo  as  afoi^efaid  tendered  any  mo- 
ney in  payment  of  any  debt,  and  the 
fame  bein?  refufed  and  fued  for  and 
recovered  by  the  Commiffioners,  or 
paid  without  any  fuit  commenced,  it 
lliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  fuch 
debtor  to  afk  for,  and  demand  his, 
her,  or  their  mortgage,  bond,  fpeci- 
alty, bill  or  note,  or  a  difcharge  of 
his,  her,  or  their  debt,  ifit  fhall  be 
of  any  other  kind  or  denomination  ; 
every  fuch  demand  being  made  before 
two  creditable  witneffes,  and  fuch 
creditor  refafmg  or  neglefting  to  de- 
liver up  to  fuch  debtor  fuch  writing, 
or  give  fuch  difcharge  as  aforefaid,  it 
•fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  fuch 
debtor  to  fue  for  and  recover,  of  and 
from  fuch  creditor,  his  or  her  heirs, 
executors  or  adminiilrators,  a  fum  of 
money  equal  to  the  fum  for  which 
fuch  mortgage,  bond,  fpecialty,  bill 
or  note  was  given,  together  with  in- 
terell  and  colls  of  fuit. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  Tliat  in  every 
cafe  where  any  title,  deed  or  deeds 
have  been,  or  fhall  be,  lodged  or 
depofited  in  the  hands  of  any  perfon 
or  perfons,  to  whom  any  mortgage  has 
been,  cr  may  be  made,  and  the  mo- 
ney mentioned  herein  forfeited,  as 
by  this  Aft  declared,  and  fuch  mort- 
gager. 
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gager,  his  or  her  heirs,  executors,  or 
adminiih-ators,  or  the  owner  of  the 
lands  and  tenements  mentioned  in 
luch  deeds,  ihall  demand  the  fame 
and  be  refufed,  it  /hall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  fuch  mortgager,  his  or 
her  heirs,  executors,  or  adminiftra- 
tors,  or  fuch  owner  of  the  lands,  to 
fue  for  and  recover  of  fuch  mortga- 
gee, his  or  her  heirs,  executors, 
adminiilrators  or  afhgns,  a  fum  of 
money  not  exceeding  double  the 
value  of  the  lands  and  tenements 
mentioned  in  fuch  deeds  ;  and  if 
any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  afore- 
faid,  being  fued,  fliall,  at  any  time 
before  the  determination  of  fuch 
fuit,  deliver  up  to  the  plaintiff,  or 
lodge  fuch  deed  or  deeds,  whole  and 
undefaced  in  the  Prothonotary's  of- 
iice  of  the  court  wherein  fuch  adlion 
fhall  be,  and  pay  tlie  cofcs  of  fuit, 
and  a  fum  as  the  court  Ihall  order, 
not  exceeding  Twenty  Pounds,  to 
the  profecutor  for  his  trouble,  in 
that  cafe  fuch  aftion  fliall  ceafe. 

And  in  all  cafes  v/here  tender 
Ihall  be  made  as  aforefaid,  and  the 
perfon  to  whom  fuch  tender  may  be 
made,  fhall  afterwards  affign,  trans- 
fer, or  fet  over  any  mortgage,  bond, 
fpecialty,  bill  or  note,  every  fuch 
perfon  ihall  be,  and  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  guilty  of  fraud,  and 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  perfon  to 
whom  fuch  alfignment  as  aforefaid 
may  be  made,  or  to  his  or  her  heirs, 
exec\itors  or  adminiilrators,  a  fum 
equal  to  double  the  fum  mentioned 
in  fuch  mortgage,  bond,  fpecialty, 
bill  or  note,  fo  affigned  or  transfer- 
red, to  be  recovered  by  an  a£lion  of 
debt  in  any  court  of  record  in  this 
State. 

And  be  it  further  enafied  by  the  au- 
thority aforejatd.  That  if  any  perfon 
whatfoever  Ihall,  after  the  fixth  day 
of  February  next  aforefaid,  refufe  to 
take  and  receive  any  of  the  bills  of 
credit  aforefaid,  in  payment  for  any 
live  flock,  neceflary  of  life,  commo- 


dity, manufacture,  article  or  goods 
whatibever,  which  he  or  fhe  fliall 
fell,  or  expofe  to  file,  and  offer  the 
fume  for  a  lefs  price,  or  fmaller  fum 
of  money,  to  be  paid  in  gold  or 
filver.  Or  in  any  one  fort  of  the  bills 
of  credit,  or  other  current  money  - 
paffmg  in  payment  of  debts  in-  this 
Suite,  than  in  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  Continental  Con- 
grefs,  or  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  by 
Refolves  of  Affembly  aforefaid,  every 
fuch  perfon  Ihall  forfeit  to  the  ufe 
of  the  State  a  fum  of  money  equal 
to,  or  as  much  as,  the  fum  he  or  fhe 
had  refufed  to  take  for  the  commo- 
dity fo  fold,  or  that  he  or  fhe  had 
afked  for  or  rated  fuch  flock,  necef- 
fary  of  life,  commodity,  manufac- 
ture, article  or  goods  at  ;  and  oil 
proof  thereof  being  made  by  two 
creditable  witneffes  before  any  one 
of  the  Juflices  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  fuch  Jullice  fliall  (if  fuch 
fum  of  money  as  aforefaid  forfeited 
fhall  not  exceed  Five  Pounds)  iffue 
his  precept  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
in  the  nature  of  a  fummons,  or  ca- 
pias, as  the  cafe  may  be,  and  pro- 
fecute  and  recover  the  fum  fo  proved 
to  be  forfeited,  in  the  manner  pre- 
fcribed  and  diredled  by  the  laws  for 
recovery  of  debts  not  exceeding 
Five  Pounds,  together  with  coil  of 
fuit — And  if  any  fuch  forfeiture,  as 
aforefaid,  fliall  exceed  Five  Pounds^ 
the  Juftice  before  whom  any  fuch 
proof  fhall  be  made,  fhall,  within 
fix  weeks,  fend  an  account  in  writing 
to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  county, 
or  one  of  them,  containing  the  names 
of  the  wltnefl'es  proving  the  fame, 
and  the  perfon  who,  and  the  fum 
that  he  or  fhe  has  fo  forfeited — 
And  the  faid  Commiffioners  are 
hereby  enjoined  and  required,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  to  fue  tor  and  reco- 
ver fuch  fum  or  funis  of  money  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  when  fo  re- 
covered, pay  the  fame  to  the  fame 
perfons  as  is  in  this  aft  direfted  in 
R  cafes 
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cafes  of  refufal  on  tender.  And 
nhen  any  Juftice  (hall  recover  any 
money,  fo  as  aforefaid  forfeited,  he 
■(hall  pay  the  fame  to  the  Treafurer 
aforefaid,  who  (hall  give  his  receipt 
for  the  fame.  And  every  Juftice  of 
the  Peace  in  this  State  (hall,  once  in 
each  year,  fend  an  account  to  the 
faid  Commiflioners  of  the  fum  or 
fums  of  money  he  (hall  have  reco- 
vered, fo  as  aforefaid  forfeited,  which 
the  Commi(noners  fhall  make  fair 
entries  of,  and  report  the  fame  to 
the  Comniittee  of  Aflbmbly  afore- 
faid for  the  time  being.  And  the 
fees  or  allowance  to  the  faid  Com- 
inifTioners,  for  the  fervices  and  duties 
by  this  aft  required,  fliall  be  the 
fame  as  they  have  a  right  by  law  to 
take  and  receive  in  other  cafes.  And 
if  any  of  the  faid  Commldioners  fhall 
refufe  or  negleft  to  do  and  perform  his 
or  their  duty,  by  this  Afl  direfted  and 
required,  fuch  Commidioners  refpec- 
rively  (hall  be  fined  in  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  by 
the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Se/Tions, 
and  another  or  others  appointed  in 
his  or  their  (lead,  by  the  faid  Court. 
Every  fuch  fine  to  be  for  the  ufe  of 
the  State,  and  be  recovered  as  fines 
arc  direftcd  to  be  recovered,  by  the 
Adl  for  raifing  county  rates  and  le- 
vies. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  au- 
thority  aforefaid.  That  if  any  perfon 
or  perfons,  from  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  Aft,  fhall  counterfeit 
or  alter  any  of  the  aforefaid  bills  of 
credit,  with  defign  to  increafe  the 
value  of  fuch  bill,  by  this  Aft  made 
a  legal  tender,  or  any  of  the  bills  of 
credit  made  current  by  any  of  the 
Afl'cmblics,  Conventions,  or  Con- 
grefl'es  of  any  of  the  United  States 
of  North- America,  or  utter  any  of 
faid  Bills  of  Credit,  fo  counterfeited 
or  altered,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch, 
and  being  duly  convifted  thereof, 
fliall  fuffer  all  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties, fines  and  forfeitures  which 
by  the  late  laws  of  Pennfylvania 
could  er  might  have  been  infUfted 


on    any    perfon  or  perfons    fb    of- 
fending. 

(Signed)    John  Jacobs,  Speaker, 

Baltimore,  February  1  i .  Colonel 
Rohl,  the  Heflian  Commandant, 
who  lately  died  of  the  wounds  he 
received  at  Trenton,  declared  upon 
his  death-bed,  that  although  the- 
Englilh  had  endeavoured  to  throw 
all  the  odium  of  the  many  rapes, 
murders,  &c.  upon  his  countrymen,, 
yet,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
they  were  chiefly,  if  not  altogether^ 
perpetrated  by  their  own  officers  and 
foldiers. 

The  General  Aflembly  of  the 
State  of  Connefticut  met  at  Nor- 
wich in  February,  1777,  and  fixed 
the  following  prices,  <viz.  Labour 
in  the  Summer  not  to  exceed  3s.  per 
day ;  Wheat  6s.  per  Bufhel  ;  Ry« 
3s.  6d.  ;  Indian  Corn  3s. ;  Wool  zs\ 
per  lib  ;  Flax  lod. ;  Pork  from  5s. 
to  7s.  per  fcore,  3d.  i  per  lib.  from 
7s.  to  los.  3d.  5,  from  los.  and  up- 
wards, 3d.  I  ;  Grafs-fed  Beef  not 
to  exceed  24s.  per  hundred — fo  in- 
proportion  according  to  its  quality  ; 
Raw  Hides  3d.  per  lib  ;  Salt  los.  per 
bufhel  ;  Wert  India  Rum  6s.  per 
gallon,  per  hogfhead  ;  Bert  Mufco- 
vado  Sugar  60s.  per  hundred  ;  New- 
England  Rum  3s.  6d.  per  gallon,  per 
hogfhead ;  MolalTes  33.  per  gallon, 
/^rhogfhcad;  Tea  4s.  6d.  per  lib. 
Butter  lod.  ;    Cheefe  6d. 

The  above  prices  are  in  Continen- 
tal Currency. 

The  Virginia  Gazette,  from  whlclj^ 
the  following  extrafta  are  made,  is 
decorated  in  the  front,  with  the  Figure 
of  a  Snake,  under  which  is  a  Scroll, 
with  this  infcription,  "  Don't  tread* 
on  me,"  and  the  Motto,  "  High 
Heaven  to  gracious  Ends  direft  the 
Storm  "! 

Williamsburgh ,  Virginia,  April  i  I . 
A  Lettei-  from  a  Gentleman  of  Dif- 
tlnftion,  dated  Head  Quarters,  Mor- 
ris-Town, March  29,  1777,  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor — "  Sir, 
Brigadier  General   Knox   does    ms 

the 


(     13'     ) 


tl\e  favour  of  tranfcrlbing  part  of  a 
letter  which  he  tliis  moment  received 
from    Col.     Jackfon,     commanding 
one  of  the  16  additional  battalions." 
— "  Bofton,    March  20,   1777.   Laft 
Tuefday   a    large   Ihip    arrived     at 
Portfmoiuh    from   France  ;    Ihe    has 
on  board    looo    barrels   of  powder, 
12,000  lland  of  arms  (I  fay   12,000 
ftand    of  arms)     a   compleat  fct    of 
cannon  forthe  frigate  at  Portfmouth, 
and  a  very  large  quantity  of  linnens, 
woollens.  Sec.  with  a  French  Gene- 
ral,  Colonel,     and     Major.     Thefe 
gentlemen  come  well  recommended 
by    Dr.    Franklin.     She    brings  an 
accourlt,  that  at  the  fame  time,   and 
from  the   fam.e  port,  a  French  fifty- 
gun   Ihip  failed  for    this  place,  with 
£fty  brafs  field  pieces,  and  other  war- 
like llcres.     All    and   every  part  of 
this  may  be  depended  on  as  a  fad.— 
Yefterday  arrived    here  two  very  fine 
prize    fhips    from   London,    loaded 
with    dry    goods,     worth   50,000 1. 
Jlerling. 

Philadelphia,  March  2f.  Yefler- 
day  arrived  here  the  Brig  Sally, 
Captain  Stacker,  in  1 1  weeks  from 
Nantz  in  France,  with  10,000  ftand 
of  arms  and  a  large  number  of  gun- 
locks. 

WilUamslurgh,  April  1 3.  A  very 
extenfive  trade  is  carrying  on  be- 
twixt France  and  the  United  States. 
Virginia  has  compleated  all  her  le- 
vies (ordered  by  the  Congrefs),  which 
are  on  their  march  to  join  General 
Wafhington. 

The  accounts  publilh,ed  of  the  fire 
in  Portfniouth  Dock  Yard  in  Eng- 
land are  true.  General  Burgoyue 
arrived  jn  England  the  loth  of  De- 
cember in  a  very  bad  ftate  of  health, 
but  he  had  the  honour  of  a  lonir 
conference  with  his  fovereign,  and 
probably  killed  his  hand,  which  may 
poflibly  reliore  him.  Our  old  ac- 
quaintance Lord  Dunmore  had  like- 
wife  the  good  fortune  to  get  to  St. 
James's  the  20th  of  the  fame  month 
from  New  York,  who  likewik  had 


the  honour  of  a  conference,   and  no 
doubt  kifled  his  king  all  over. 

Philadelphia^  February  6.  Yefter- 
daythe  Afiembly  cleded  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Robert  Morris,  William  Moore, 
and  Jonathan!!.  Smith,  Efquires,  and 
General  Roberdeau,  Delegates  in  the 
Continental  Congrefs. 

A^fxy  Hwven,  February  26.  Two 
privateers  of  confiderable  force  have 
been  lately  fitted  out  at  Martinico, 
and  manned  with  Frenchmen,  but 
officered  with  the  fubjeds  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  commiiTioned 
by  Congrefs. 

PHlLADELPfflA,  March  5. 
Extraii  of  a  letter  from  MorriS'Toavn^ 
dated  March  i . 
"  Since  the   aftion  of   the  23d 
feveral  deferters  have  come  here,  wlia 
fay,  that  they  heard   Major   French 
tell  General  Vaughan,  that  their  lof«, 
in  killed   and    wounded,    amounted 
to  509  :    that  it  was   impoffible  for 
them,  with   igoo  or  2000  men  anc?. 
6  field  pieces,  to  do  any  thing  againlfc 
an  innumerable    number  of  rebels, 
who   attacked    them   in  front,  rear, 
and  fiank   at    the   fame  time ;    it  is 
true  they  were  attacked  in  that  man- 
ner, but  not  by  more  than  600.  The 
enemy  were  extremely  cruel  in  their 
retreat ;  they  feeing  a  poor   country- 
man flanding    at  his  own   door,  laid 
hold  of  him  ;  he  fhewed  a  proteflioa 
iigned    by   Gen.   Hov/c's    fecretar)'  ; 
they  damned  him  and  his  proteftion, 
and  faid  thofe  who  had  taken  protec- 
tions were  as  damned  rebels  as  thofe 
who  had  not,  and  immediately  fent 
a  ball  through   his  body,  which  not 
proving  inftant  death,  they    flabbed 
him  with   bayonets.     After  fiich  an 
inflance,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
their  beating  the  bruins  out  of  their 
wounded,  one  of  whom  they    ferved 
in  that  manner  laft  Sunday." 

Gen.  Howe  arrived  at  Brunfwick 
on  Friday  night,  the  ziltult.  being 
fent  for  to  fettle  a  difference  between 
the  Britilh  and  Heffian  troops,  which 
had  nearly  terminated  in  blows. 
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Fh'iladelpbia,  March  6.  Yeflerday 
at  noon  his.  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  jun.  Efq.  Prefident  cf 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania, 
Captain  General  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  and  over  the  fame,  was 
proclaimed  at  the  Court  Koufe,  in 
the  prefence  of  a  vaft  concourfe  of 
people,  who  exprefled  the  highell 
fatisfaftion  on  the  occafion,  by  una- 
nimous fhouts  of  acclam.ation. 
*  The  proceffion  began  at  the  State 
Houfe,  and  was  condudled  in  the 
following  order,  viz. 

Conilableswith  their  ftaves. 

Sub  Sheriffs, 

High  Sheriffs  and  Coroner, 

Serjeant  at  Arms, 

The  Hon.  Speaker   of  the  Houfe r— 

Clerk  of  the  Houfe  on  his  right  hand. 

Members  of  General  Afi'embly, 
President  and  Vice  President, 
Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council, 
Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  and  the  Navy  Board. 
Proclamation  being  made   by  the 
High 'Sheriff,  commanding  filence  on 
pain   of  imprifonment,    the   Presi- 
dent and  the  Hon.    Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Affembly   came   forward. 
The  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  then  pub- 
liihed  the  elefuon  of  the  President 
and  Vice-President,  as  made  and 
declared  by    the  General    AiTembly 
and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and 
proclaimed  the  Prefident. 

On  the   fignal  from   the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people,  13  cannons  v/ere 
£red  from  the  brafs  field  pieces  taken 
from  the  Heffians  at  Trenton. 
The  proceflion  then  returned  ; 
Conllables  with  their  Haves, 

Sub  Sheriffs, 

High  Sheriffs  and  Coroner, 

His  Excellency  the  President  and 

Vice-President, 

Members  of  the    Supreme  Executive 

Council, 

Serjeant  at  Arms, 

The  Ken.   Speaker   of  the  Houfe — 

Clerk  of  the  Houfe  on  his  left  hand, 

\  ■ 


Members  of  the  General  AlTembly, 
Gentlemen,   Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  and  the  Navy  Board, 

And  dined  together  at  the  City 
Tavern,  where  an  entertainment  was 
provided   by   order    of    the    Houfe. 
The  Members  of  Congrefs  then  in 
the  city,  and  the  General  officers   of 
the   army  of  the  United  States     of 
America  being  a] fo  prefent. 

After  dinner,  the  following  toafls 
were  drank,  under  the  difcharge  of 
cannon,  viz. 

I .  The  United  States  of  America. 
z.  The  Congrefs.  3.  The  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennfylvania.  4.  Ge- 
neral Wafhington,  and  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  5. The 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  6.  The 
Friends  of  Liberty  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.-  7.  Perpetual  Union  and 
ftrift  Friendfhip  among  the  States 
of  America.  8.  The  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences. 9.  Agriculture,  lo.  Trade 
and  Navigation.  11.  The  Memory 
of  the  brave  Patriots  of  all  ranks, 
who  have  glorioufly  fallen  in  their 
Country's  Caufe.  12.  May  every 
American    know  his    true    interefl. 

13.  May  Jullice,  Firmnefs  and  Hu- 
manity ever  characterize  Americans. 

14.  May  Human  Knowledge,  V^ir- 
tue  and  Happinefs  receive  their  laft 
perfedtion  in  America.  15.  May 
every  private  Confideration  give  way 
to  the  Means  of  our  public  Defence. 
16.  General  Lee  and  all  our  Friends 
in  Captivity.  17.  Dodor  Frank- 
lin. 

The  bells  of  the  city  were    rang, 
and  the  whole  v/as   con d lifted  with 
the  utmoit  decency,  and  no  accident 
happened  of  any  kind. 
Philadelphia,   Jpiil  16,  The   follow- 
ing intelligence  v/as    received   on 
Monday,  afferted  by  Heny  Fiiher, 
andexprefs  fent  to  Bombay  Hook, 
to   Benjamin    Brooks,   and     froni 
him    to  James    Cameron   at  Port 
Penn,    certifying,   that    there   are 
more  of  the  enemies    Ihips  of  war 
in  Delaware,  viz.  Three  in  Whore 

Kiln 
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Kiln  Road,  three  at  the  Middle, 
and  three  at  the  Narrows.  Signed 
Benj.  Brooks,  James  Cameron. 
April  14,  1777. 

In  Congre/s,  April  r4,  1777. 
Whereas  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania 
is  threatened  with  an  immediate  in- 
vafion  ;  and,  from  the  adjournment 
of  the  legifiative  and  executive  au- 
thorities of  the  Commonwealth,  it  is 
imprafticable  to  carry  into  immediate 
execution  many  meafures  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance,  not  only  to  the 
fafety  of  this  Commonwealth,  but 
iikewife  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States, 

Refolved,  That  It  is  the  indif- 
penfible  duty  of  Congrefs  to  watch 
over  all  matters  (the  negledl  of  which 
may,  in  its  confequences,  deeply  af- 
feft  the  welfare  of  the  United  States) 
till  fuch  time  as  the  legiHative  and 
executive  authorities  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennfylvania  can  refume 
the  regular  exercife  of  their  different 
funftions. 

Refolved,  That  his  Excellency 
the  Prefident  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennfylvania  be  requefted  forthwith 
to  convene  the  legifiative  and  execu- 
tive authorities  of  this  ftate,  in  or- 
der that  proper  meafures  may  be 
purfued  for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Prefident  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  with  fuch  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  faid  Council  as  can  be 
convened  v/ith  the  Board  of  War  for 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  with 
the  Delegates  of  the  faid  State  in 
Congrefs,  concerning  the  mode  of 
authority  which  they  fhall  conceive 
moft  eligible  to  be  exercifed  during 
the  recefs  of' the  Houfe  of  Aflem- 
bly,  and  the  Council,  in  order  that 
if  the  fame  be  approved  by  Congrefs 
;may  be  immediately  adopted. 

The  Members  chofen,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  Dewer,  and  Mr.  R,  H. 
J-.ee. 


In  CcHgrefs,  April  \  ^. 
The  Committee  appointed  by 
Congrefs  on  the  14th  day  of  April, 
to  confer  with  the  Prefident  and 
Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  Board  of  War  of 
faid  State, and  the  Delegates  reprefent- 
ing  the  fame  in  Congrefs,  concern- 
ing the  authority  which  fhould  be 
deemed  eligible  to  be  exercifed  during 
the  recefs  of  the  Council  and  Aflem- 
bly,  report 

That  a  conference,  agreeable  to 
the  order  of  Congrefs,  has  been  held, 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
pre  fen  t : 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton, 
jun.  Efq;  Prefident  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

Board  of  War.  Owen  Biddle, 
Efq;  Chairman,  Jofeph  Dean,  Ri- 
chard Bache,  John  Shee. 

Delegates  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
fylvania in  Congref?.  Robert  Mor- 
ris, James  Wilfon,  Dan.  Roberdeau, 
George  Ciymer,  Efqrs. 

Committee  of  Congrefs.  Mr. 
Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Richard  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Duer. 

That  it  appears  clearly  to  the 
members  in  conference,  that  the  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennfylvania  is  incapable 
of  any  exertion,  adequate  to  the  pre- 
fent  crifis,  and  that  it  is  of  the  greateft 
importance,  that  every  power  Ihould 
be  called  forth  into  aclion,  Vidiich 
may  conduce  to  the  fafety  of  this 
ftate,  with  which  the  liberties  and 
prcfperity  of  the  whole  are  fo  inti- 
mately connefted.  From  this  con- 
fideration,  and  at  the  particular  in- 
iLince  and  requeil  of  the  Prefident  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and 
Board  of  War  of  the  ihite  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, we  beg  leave  to  recommend 
the  following  refolutions  to  be  adop- 
ted by  Congrefs : 

Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania, 

together 
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■together  with   ss  many  members  of  be   neceilary    td   the   army    of   the 

faid  Council  as  can  be  convened,  the  United  States. 

3oardofWar,  and  (in  fuch  cafes  as  II.  That  the   inhabitants  of  this 

relate  to  the  marine)  the  Navy  Board  city  and  liberties  be  allowed  to  retain 

of  faid  State,  fhould,  in  the  prefent  as  much  provijions  of  all  kinds   as  is 

critical  exigency  of  affairs,  exercife  ufual  and  cullomary  for  families  to 

.every  authority  to  promote  the  fafety  be  po/Tefied  of  at  this  feafon,  it  being 

.cf  the   State,  till   fuch   time  as  the  the  intention  of  this  Board  to  remove 

legiOative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  extraordinary  itores  only  of  thofe 

rthe  Communwealth  of  Pennfylvania  who  have  been  returned,  as  having 

,can  be  convened.  greater  quantities  than  is  ufuallylaid 

Refolved,    That  it  be,  and   it  is  up  by  families  of  fimilar  circumftances 

icreby    earncltly    recommended    by  in  common  times. 

C^agrcfs,    to   the   good    people    of  III.  That  all  provifions,  the  pro- 

Penniyivania,  chearfuliy  to  fubmit  to  perty  of  private  perfons,  fo  returned 

the  exertion  of  an  aiithority  which  is  to  this  Board,  over  and  above  what 

indif^enfibly  cifential  lo  the  prefer-  is  cullomary  as  aforefaid,  be  remo^'ed 

vation   of  the   lives,    liberties,    and  into   the   country   to  fuch   place  or 

pror  erty  of  themfelve.'!,  their  fami-  places  as  tliis  Board  may  dired. 
'lies,  and  poflerlcy. 

Refolved,  Tliat  the  commanding  ExtraSl  of  a  letter  frcm  Lenvis-To'wn 

officer  of  the   Coutinental  forces  in  to    the   Congrejs    at    Philadelphia^ 

this  city,  aftcrd  every  poflible  aflift-  April  \z. 

ance  in  carrying  into  execution  all  "  Yefterday     morning    the    fhip 

fuch  meafures  as  may  be  recommend-  Morris,  Capt.  Andcrfon,  was  chaced 

ed  to  him  by  the  authority  above-  into  the  mouth  of  our  bay  by  a  fri- 

mentioned.  gate ;  the  Roebuck  made  fail  after 

Refolved,     That     Congrcfs    will  her.     Capt.    Anderfon   run  his  fhip 

chearfuliy  co-operate  v/ith  the  autho-  afhore   about  half  a  mile   from  the 

rity  above-mentioned,  in  facilitating  light-houfe,  the  two  fhips  continually 

every  meafure  which  may  be  deemed  firing  at  him,  and  he  returned  the 

conducive  to  the  fafety  of  the  State.  fire  for  near  three  hours  in  the  moft 

Congrefs  taking  into  coufideration  brave   and   gallant    manner.      I'he 

the  foregoing  report.  Clips  fent  three    boats,  which    were 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  con-  beat  oft"  by  the  Morris.     Capt.  An- 

curred  in,  and  that   tl;e  refoluticns  derfon  landed  his  packet  for  the  Con- 

propofed  be  agreed  to.  %'^^f^i  which  I  have  fent  up  by  two 

Extraft  from  the  minutes,  French  gentlemen.      When  finding 

Char  LEs  THo^}SON,  Sec.  he  could  defend  her  no  lonp^er,  he 

— laiJ  a  train,  and  blew  the  fhip  up, 

Pennfylvania  War-OJice^  PbUaJilphia,  and  I  am   forry  to  tell  you,  that  fo 

Jprili-;^   1777-  brave  a  man  has  fell  in  the  attempt. 

I.  Refolved,   That   a   Committee  The   fcene   was   horrid   to    behold. 

cf  Fifty  be  appointed  to  have  the  di-  The  cargo  is  in  part  blovyn  on  fhore — 

redionandfupcrintenaance  of  the  re-  viz.    guns,  deaths,    gun-locks,  &c. 

inoval  cf  all  the  proviuons  and  other  We  have  a  number  of  men  employed 

flores  now  in  this  city,  or  near  the  in  faviiig  the  cargo.     The  Roebuck 

liv^er  Delav/are  in  this  State,  below  is  now  in  the  road,  and  two  frigates 

the  Falls  of  Trenton,  that  will   be  at  ai)chor  upon  the  lower  part  of  the 

ufeful   to  cur  enemies,  ihould  they  Bro\yn.     There  haj  been  a  flag  from 

get  pof  "txTion  of  thtitij  cr  that  may  the  Roebuck.     The  cfiicer  fays,  they 

expect 


(   n 

expeft  their  whole  fquadron  in 
fhortly ;  and  fhould  they  arrive,  I 
will  give  you  the  earliell  advice  in 
my  power. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 
Your  humble  fervant, 

Hhnry  Fisher." 
Thiladelphia,  April  j  9, 
*'  7«  Jlght  of  the  Cafes  of  Firginia, 
April  12,  on  board  the  Continental 
Jhip  of  icar  Trumbull. 
"  Gentlemen, 
*<  I  have  the  pleafiire  to  acquaint 
you,  that  at  one  P.  M.  I  fell  in  with 
two  tranlports  from  England,  one  of 
cio-ht,   the  other  of  ten  guns.     They 
en^^aged  us  three  glafl'es,   when  they 
ftruck   their  colours.      They  killed 
feven  of  our  men,  and  wounded  eight 
more.     We  fhattered  them  in  a  ter- 
rible manner,  and  killed  and  wounded 
numbers  of  their  crews.     I  have  the 
pleafure    to    inform    you,    that  our 
people  behaved  well,  and  with  much 
courage.     I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
Dudley  Saltokstall. 
**  P.  S.  I   fliall   give  you   an  ac- 
count of  the  powder,  military  llores 
and  arms  on  board  them,  and  of  my 
proceedings  in  general." 

[To  the  Hon.  Joh:--  Hancock,  Efq. 
or  any  of  the  Marine  Com- 
mit t  e  e  yW«/^'.  J 

Bofon,  April  4.  By  an  officer  of 
dilHndlion,  who  arrived  in  this  me- 
tropolis lall  Monday  from  the  Ame- 
rican army  near  Peck's-Kill,  we  have 
the  following  authentic  accounts  of 
the  landing  of  the  enemy  at  that 
place,  \\L.  On  Sunday  the  23d  of 
March,  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  Brune  frigate,  with 
the  two  galliej  taken  from  us  lalt 
campaign,  a  fmall  one  built  by  the 
enemy,  and  four  tranfports,  anchored 
in  the  Bay  of  Peek's-Kill :  at  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.  they  lai\ded  under 
cover  of  the  gallies,  the  5th,  2:;d, 
44.th,  and  64th  regiments,  under 
the  command  of  Celonel  Bird,  with 
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four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  50  of  the 
train,  at  Lent's  Cove,  South  fide  of 
the  Bay,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town :  they  advanced  to  Cronk's 
Hill,  South-Eaft  fide  of  the  town,  and 
formed  on  it ;  before  this,  boats  with, 
men  rowed  towards  the  North  land- 
ing, as  if  they  intended  to  land  there, 
on  our  flank,  or  to  get  in  our  rear. 
From  the  number  of  boats  which 
landed  the  troops.  General  M'Dou- 
gall,  and  every  difceming  officer  who 
faw  them,  were  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  enemy's  force  far  exceeded 
ours :  but  he  determined  to  have  full 
evidence  of  it  before  he  quitted  the 
poll,  and  therefore  waited  for  the  ene- 
my, in  a  pofition  from  which  his  re- 
treat was  fecured  till  they  came  within 
mu/ket-fhot :  at  this  diftance  he  had 
a  full  vietv  of  the  enemy  formed  on 
the  hill,  and  they  were  treble  his 
force.  The  rum  and  provifions  there 
being  deflroyed,  and  the  heavy  artil- 
lery fent  off,  (except  one  iron  iz 
pounder,  which  for  want  of  horfes 
was  loft)  the  General  ordered  the 
troops  to  retire,  which  they  did,  in 
good  order,  to  Barrack  No.  i,  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  towh.  The 
enemy  cannonaded  us,  and  wounded 
one  of  our  men  mortally :  there  he 
took  poft  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  the 
mountains,  and  fame  mills  whicJi 
contained  a  quantity  of  flour  and 
gniin,  belonging  to  the  Continent: 
the  enemy  placed  a  picket  guard  of 
100  men  a  mile  from  our  poft.  The 
next  day,  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wil- 
let,  with  about  60  men  of  Colonel 
Granfcott's  regiment,  got  undifco- 
vered  on  the  right  flank  of  the  ene- 
my's picket,  while  a  fmall  party  was 
fent  on  their  left,  to  draw  their  at- 
tention ;  it  had  the  defired  effeft,  for 
Colonel  Willet  got  near  them  nndif- 
covered,  wlien  a  fkirmiih  enfued  for 
15  minutes.  The  Colonel  ordered 
his  men  to  fix  bayonets,  and  ruili 
upon  them  ;  and  the  enemy  fled  with 
great   precipitation.      We  had  two 

mea 
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men  wounded ;  the  enemy  had  nine    ed.     Our  lofs  was  3  killed  and  it 
killed    and  wounded.     The   enemy     wounded. 

embarked  that  day,  on  hearing  a  re-  The  enemy  came  out  with  a  large 
inforcement  was  expefied  that  even-  number  of  waggons,  with  intent  to 
ing:  the  next  morning  we  took  pof-  draw  in  their  plunder;  but,  miftaken 
feffion  of  the  town.  The  enemy  in  fools!  returned,  to  their  great  mor- 
the  afternoon  went  down  the  river,  tification,  with  their  waggons  loaded 
below  Croton,  in  purfuit  of  llock  with  killed  and  wounded, 
and  provifions.  Our  principal  lofs  We  are  informed,  from  undoubted 
is  the  rum,  molafles,  and  flour,  or-  authority,  that  the  town  of  Fal- 
tered to  be  deftroyed,  and  the  fugar  mouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
burijt  by  the  enemy,  in  the  Commif-  land,  have,  to  their  honour,  raifed, 
fary's  llore.  for  the  Continental  fervice,  inftead  of 

F'ljh-Kill,  March  6.  one  feventh  of  their  inhabitants,  near 

ExlraB  of  a  letter  from  Morris-To'wn,     one  fifth  part,   and  the  other   towns, 
March  2.  in  that  county,  in  like  proportion. 

"  Lafl:  Sunday  the  enemy  came  out  Bo/hn  March  16,  xjtj.  Captain 
from  Woodbridge  with  i  ,900  men,  Pinkham,  in  a  brig,  from  London, 
and  6  field  pieces ;  the  aftion  com-  bound  to  St.  Auguftine,  on  his  paf- 
menced  about  half  pall  9  in  the  fage  put  into  St.  Martin's,  on  fome 
morning,  and  continued  with  inter-  bufinefs  ;  Ihe  had  on  board  cloathing 
mifTion,  all  the  day ;  we  killed,  for  a  regiment  of  foldiers,  military 
\Younded,  and  took  prifoners  {\x  hun-  Itores  and  dry  goods  ;  alfo,  the  whole 
dred;  fome  fay  feven  hundred;  how-  furniture,  plate,  &c.  of  the  Gover- 
ever,  the  firft  I  had  from  Dr.  — — ,  nor  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  feveral 
who  was  on  the  field,  during  the  gentlemen,  paffengers ;  who,  being 
wliole  affair  :  we  have  a  farther  con  •  alhore  one  evening,  Capt.  Pinkham 
firmation  of  it  fmce  by  a  deferter.  weighed  anchor,  and  ftood  to  fea,  and 
The  day  before  yefterday  four  de-  is  fafe  arrived  at  North  Carolina, 
ferters  came  over  to  us ;  fcarce  a  day  ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  Morris -To-ivriy 
pafTes  without  fome  deferters  or  pri-  March  20. 

foners  coming  in.  The  Quakers  and  "  A  Corporal  and  4  privates  of 
Tories  are  coming  in  daily,  with  and  the  Britiih  grenadiers  came  over  a 
for  proteclions."  few  days  ago,  alfo   a   private  of  the 

BoJIon,  March  13.  By  a  gentle-  71ft  regim.ent,  and  fince  that  another 
man  from  Head- Quarters,  which  he  grenadier;  by  information  from  them, 
left  the  3d  inllant,  we  are  informed,  and  other  concurrent  teftimony  from 
that  on  Sunday  the  23d  of  February,  New-York,  General  Howe's  plan  is, 
about  2000  of  the  enemy,  who  went  to  march  to  Philadelphia  by  land, 
on  a  foraging  party,  from  Amboy,  and,  to  facilitate  the  expedition,  he 
attacked  our  guards,  and  drove  them  has  got  a  parcel  of  boats  ready  (to 
five  or  fix  miles ;  v.'hen  our  troops  ierve  for  pontoons)  to  lay  a  bridge 
were  reinforced,  by  General  Max-  acrofs  the  Delaware ;  in  confequence 
well,  with  about  1400  men,  chiefly  thereof  it  is  conjeftured  General 
militia ;  when  they,  in  their  turn,  Wafliington  will  remove  head  quar- 
were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  fo  much     ters  foon. 

precipitation,  as  not  to  be  able  to  A  letter  from  New  York,  dated 
return  but  two  fires.— We  took  fix  April  20,  fays,  "  Provifions  are  ex- 
prifoners,  and  found  two  of  their  tremely  dear  at  New  York,  beef  at 
dead;  but,  by  deferters,  who  have  I4d  llerling  per  pound  by  the  quar- 
come  ofl'  fmce,  we  are  told,  their  ter;  mutton  and  veal  at  iSd.  butter 
lofs  was  about  500 killed  and  wound-     at  4s.  id.    a  fcant  two  pound  roll; 

mllk^ 
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milkjd.  fierling  p^r  quart;  bread 
very  dear,  and  all  forts  of  poultry, 
Avliich  is  now  very  fcarce  ;  cabbages, 
fmall,  from,  yd  to  2od.  a  piece  ;  fpi- 
nage  at  lod.  and  i  zd.  for  luilf  a 
peck  ;  three,  four,  and  five  eggs,  for 
7d.  and  every  thing  elfe  in  propor- 
tion ;  fire  wood,  the  common  fort  of 
oak,  at  4I.  currency,  45s.  flerling  per 
cord  ;  coals  three  guiiieas  and  an  half 
per  chaldron,  and  before  got  in,  JiaJf 
a  guinea  for  carting,  &c.  more. 

TJie  Indians    have    fcalped     and 
killed  about  50  of  the  rebels    at  a 
place  called   Sabbath  Day  Point  on 
Lake  George ;  and  v/e  hear  that  the 
fix  nations  are  aflembling  to  make  an 
expedition,  in  order  to  cure  the  New 
Englanders,  who   have    caught    the 
itch  of  rambling  towards  their  coun- 
try.    Great  bodies   of    Indians   are 
liicewife  expefted  to  come  over  the 
Lakes  with  General    Carleton  from 
Canada.  General  Carleton  lias  found 
means    to    fend    advices,   acrofs  the 
country,    to    General    Howe ;     they 
are  dated  the  fecond  of  April.     He 
fays,  that  the   Americans    have    no 
force  upon  Lake  Champlain,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  he  will  embark  on 
the   20th    of  May  ;    that   they  have 
2000  men  at  Ticonderoga,  under  Ge- 
neral Wayne  ;   that   they  have  forti- 
fied the  illands   upon   Lake   George, 
where  they  have    made    themfelves 
very  Itrong  ;  and  that   as   they  have 
made   South    Bay   totally  impradli- 
cable  to  pafs,  he  does  not  expeft  to 
be  at    Albany    till  late  in  the  feafon. 
But  he  has  fent  General  Frafer  with 
the  light  infantry,  Canadians  and  In- 
dians, by  the  Mohawk  river,  to  make 
a  diverfion  in  the  rear  of  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  from   which   he   expefis  great 
advantages. 

By  his  Excellency  Sir  WILLIAM 
HOWE,  Knight  of  the  Moil  Ho- 
nourable order  of  the  Bath,  one  of 
His  Majefly's  Commilhoners  for 
relloring  peace  to  the  Colonies, 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
cf  all  his  Majefty's  forces  witkin 


the  Colonies  lying  on  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,    from    Nova-Scotia  to 
Wt'fl:  Florida,  inclufive,  .Sec.  &c. 
.     PROCLAMATION. 
"  Whereas   for    the  more    fpeedy 
and   effedual   fuppreffion  of  the  un- 
natural rebellion  fubfilHng  in  North- 
America,  it  has  been  thought  proper 
to  levyanumber  of  Provincial  troops, 
thereby  afi^brding    to  His    Majefty's 
faithful   and   weil-difpofed   fubjedls, 
inhabitants  of  the  Colonies,  an  op- 
portunity to  co-operate  in  relieving 
themfelves   from  the    miferies  atten- 
dant on    anarchy   and  tyranny,    and 
relloring  the  blefiings  of  peace  and 
order  with  juft    and  lawful   govern- 
ment :  as  a  reward  for  the  prompti- 
tude and  zeal  wherewith  his  Majef- 
ty's  faithful  fubjefts  iiave entered  into 
the  corps  now  railing,  and  as  a  fur- 
ther encouragement   to  others  to  fol- 
low   their   laudable   example,    I   do 
hereby,  in  confequence  of  authority 
to  me  given  by  his  Majeily,  promife 
and  engage.  That   all  perfons  who 
have,  or  do  hereafter,  inlift  into   any 
of  the  faid  Provincial  corps,  to  ferve 
for  tv/o  years,  or  during  the   prefent 
war    in    North-America,   and   fliall 
continue   faithfully  to   ferve  in  any 
of  tJie  faid  corps  agreeable    to    fuck 
their  engagements,  fhail,  after  being 
reduced    or   diibanded,   obtain,     ac- 
cording to    their   refpeftive  llations, 
grants  of  the  following  quantities  of 
vacant  lands  in  the  Colonies  whereia 
their  corps  have  been  or  Ihall  be  raifed, 
or  in  fuch  other   Colony   as  his    Ma- 
jeily fhall  think   fit -Every  non-, 

commiihoned-officer,  200  acres ;  every 
private  foldier,  50  acres. 

"  The  fame  to  be  granted  to  fuch 
of  the  faid  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  foldicrs  as  Ihall  perfonally  apply 
for  the  fame,  by  the  Governor  of  the 
refpeftive  Colonies,  without  fee  or 
reward,  fubjeft  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  years  to  the  fame  quit  rents  as 
other  lands  are  fubjefl  to  in  the  pro- 
vince within  which  they  ftiall  be 
granted,  and  fubje*^  to  the  fame 
S  conditions 
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conditions    of  cultivation   and    im- 
provement. 

**  Given    under  my  Hand,  at 
Head  Quarters  in  New  York, 
this2lllday  of  April,  1777- 
W.  HOWE." 
By  His  Excellency's  Command, 
Robert  Mackensie,  Sec. 
Copy  of  a  letter  wrote  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Howe  by  Lieutenant   Colonel 
Archibald    Campbell,    and  by   him 
forwarded  through  the  hands  of  the 
Council  at.Bollon. 

*'  Sir,  Ccfirord  Gaol,  ]\Feb.  \']']1 . 
*'  After  the  fubjeft  of  my  firft 
cpiille  to  your  Excellency,  when  the 
fortune  of  war  had  placed  me  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans,  you  will 
think  it  ftrange  that  at  this  period  I 
fliould  be  compelled  to  exhibit  fenti- 
ihents  fo'  diametrically  cppofite,  and 
yet  eauallv  confiflent  with  truth. 

'*  Your  Excellency  was  informed 
on  that  occafion,  that  I  had  received 
from  thofe  who  took  me,  and  from 
the    controuling    pov/cr   at    Bofton, 
every  mark  of  humanity,  and  treat- 
ment fuitable  to  my  rank  ;  but  I  am 
perfuaded  you  are  yet  a  ftranger  to 
the  return,  which  at  this  hour  I  ex- 
perience, after  a  well   meant  endea- 
vour to  fupprefs,  v/hat  but  too  often 
jiappens     in    civil    controverfy — the 
chance  of  ill-grounded  reprefentation. 
"  Scarce  eight  days   had  clapfed 
r.ficr  the  period  of  my  firil  addrefs, 
when  I  found  myfelf  ilrinped  of  half 
my  private  property,  the  very  necef- 
faries  of  life  ;  and  I  have  been  lately 
informed,  that  the  fide  arms  of  my 
officers  haveadtually  beendifpofed  of, 
notwithllanding  they  were  honourably 
rcftored  to  them  by   the   captors :  I 
was  however  fent  upon  my  parole  of 
honour   to   Reading    as    an    OfHcer, 
where  I  rcfided  till'  the  full:  of  this 
month  ;    during  which  tim.e  it  was 
even  beyond  the  power  of  malevolent 
Rfperfion  to  charge  my  condudl  juftly 
with  impropriety. 

♦'  On  the  I  ft  of  February  T  was 
committed  by  an  crder  of  Congrefs, 
throuc^h  the  Council  of  Bofton,  to 


the  common  gaol  of  Concord,  Inti- 
mating for  a  reafon,  that  your  Ex- 
cellency had  refufed  to  exchange  Ge- 
neral Lee  for  fix  Field  Officers  (of 
whom  I  happened  to  be  one)  and  that 
your  Excellency  had  put  that  officer  , 
under  cuftody  of  the  Provoft. 

"  How  far  it  may  be  confiftent  to 
ill-treat  an  officer,  becaufe  his  com- 
mander does  not  choofe  to  accept  of 
a  proffered  barter  of  that  nature.  Is 
left  to  reafon,  and  future  confe- 
quences  to  decide,  efpecially  when  It 
is  confidered  that  there  Is  no  perfonal 
charge  againft  that  officer,  and  the 
public  faith  and  honour  of  America 
was  pledged  for  his  being  treated  as  a 
gentleman. 

"  With  refpedl  to  your  Excel- 
lency's treatment  of  General  Lee,  I 
can  fcarcely  think  It  ftmllar  to  mine; 
but  that  you  may  be  able  with  the 
more  pirecifion  to  decide  on  that 
point,  1  fhall  briefly  ftate  my  prefent 
unmerited  condition. 

"  .1  am  lodged  In  a  dungeon  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  feet  fquare,  whofe 
fides  are  black  with  the  greafe  and 
litter  of  fucceffive  criminals.  Two 
doors,  with  double  locks  and  bolts, 
fliut  me  up  from  the  yard,  with  an 
exprefs  prohibition  to  enter  it,  either 
for  my  health,  or  the  necefiary  calls 
of  nature. 

*'  Two  fmall  windows,  ftrongly 
grated  with  iron,  introduce  a  gloomy 
light  to  the  apartment,  and  thefe  are 
at  this  hour  without  a  fingle  pane  of 
glafs,  although  the  feafon  for  froft 
and  fncw  Is  adtually  In  the  extreme. 
In  the  corner  of  the  cell,  boxed  up 
with  the  partition,  ftands  a  necefiary 
houfe,  which  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  emptied  fince  its  firft  appropria- 
tion to  tliis  convenience  of  malefac- 
tors. A  loathfome  black  hole,  de-' 
corated  with  a  pair  of  fixed  chains,  is 
granted  me  for  my  inner  apartment ; 
from  whence  a  felon  was  but  the  mo- 
ment before  removed,  to  make  way 
fcrr  your  humble  fervant,  and  in 
wliich  his  litter  and  excrement  to  this 
hour  remains, 

"  The 


C    139    ) 


*'  The  attendance  of  a  angle  fer- 
vanton  my  perfon  is  alio  denied  me, 
and  every  viilt  from  a  friend  pofuively 
refufed.  In  fliort,  Sir,  was  a  fire  to 
take  place  in  anycliamberofthe  gaol, 
which  is  all  of  wood,  the  chimney 
Hacks  excepted,  I  might  perifh  in  the 
flames  before  the  gaoler  could  go 
through  the  ceremony  of  unbolting 
doors;  although,  to  io  him  julHte 
in  his  flation,  I  really  think  him  a 
man  of  humanity.  His  houfe  is  fo 
remote  from  the  gaol,  that  any  call 
from  within,  efpecially  if  the  wind  is 
high,  might  be  long  of  reaching  him 
effeftually. 

"  Thus  have  I  Hated  to  your  Ex- 
cellency the  particulafs  of  my  fitua- 
tion.  How  far  I  hail  a  claim  to  exped 
it,  reafon  and  propriety  will  dictate. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
great  refpeft,  SIR, 

"  Your  Excellency's  m.oil  faithful, 
'*  And  moit  obedient 
*'  Humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  /^rch.  Camps  ell, 

Lieut.  Col.  of  the  7  ill  regiment."  * 
His  Excellency  General  Jlow^ey  l£c, 

Extra8  of  a  letter  from  Boftr.n,  ff!'!.  ij. 
^'  I  am  forry  to  inform  ycu  that 
we  have  been  compelled,  contrary  to 
our  inclinations,  to  deprive  Colonel 
Campbell  of  that  liberty  with  v/hich 
he  has  been  indulged  ever  fnice  liis 
captivity.  If  he  feels  a  melancholy 
change  in  hisfituation,  he  muft  thank 
his  friends  for  it.  We  have  at  all 
times  fhewn  the  ftrongeft  difpofition 
to  foften  the  miferies  of  war.  Ku- 
manity  will,  I  truft,  mark  the  cha- 
rader  of  an  American  as  llrongly  as 
a  determined  and  virtuous  oppofition 
to  tyranny.  But  humanity  carried 
beyond  a  certain  point,  degenerates 
into  weaknefs.  The  condud  of  our 
enemies  not  only  jullifies  fevcrity,  but 
makes  it  fometimes  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.  Their  behaviour  to  Colonel 
Ethan  Allejn,  th^lr  condud  at  the 
Cedars,  the  murders  committed  by 
the  Indians,  at  their  inftigation,  upon 

*  Alfo  Member  for  Dum 


defencelefs  womfen  and  children  on 
our  frontiers,  with  innumerable  other 
inihmces    of    their    barbarity   which 
couid  be  produced,  "exhibit  fufficient 
proofs  of  the  malignity  of  their  hearts. 
Long  experience  has  taught  us,  that 
the  moll  powerful  arguments  make 
no  impreflion  on  them.     What  then 
muit  be  done  ?  Mull  we  fuffer  their 
cruelties  to  be  wantonly  and  repeat- 
edly  exercifed  with    impunity.'    As 
they  have  Ihewn  themfelves  deaf  ta 
the  voice  of  reafon,  retaliation  is  the 
only   means   of  redrefs   left  in   our 
power  :  this  may  perhaps  bring  them 
te  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  duty,  and. 
reftraiii  them  from  future  violence. 
The  Congrefs,  as  foon  as  they  were 
informed  of  the  capture  of  General 
Lee,  offered,  according  to  the  lawi 
of  war,  to  exchange  fix  Field  Officers 
for  him  :  Colonel  Campbell  was  one 
of  the  number.     This  propofal  was 
rejected  by  Gen.  Howe,  and  General 
Lee  v/as  put  into  clofe  con.'inement. 
It  v/as  faid  likewife,  that  on  account 
of  the  King's  perfonal  difliketohim, 
he  was  to  be  tried  and  executed  as  rt 
deferter.    The  Congrefs  immediately 
ordered  the  fix  Field   Officers  to   be 
put  into  confinement.      They  have 
informed  themfelves  minutely  of  the 
nature   of  CVencral  Lee's  imprifon- 
laent,  and  thefe  cIHcers  are  kept  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  Hate.  If  any  violence 
is  oifcred  to  the  American  General, 
whatever  may  be  the  pretence,  their 
lives  mull  be  anfwerable  for  it.    The 
following  refolution  of  the  Congrefs 
will  fhev.'  Colonel  Campbell's  friends 
what  they  are  to  expett,  if  the  Mi~ 
niflry  dare  to  put  their  threats  againfl 
General  Lee  into  execution  : 

Refolved,  That  if  the  enemy  fliall 
commit  any  violences,  by  putting  to 
death,  or  otherwife  ill-treating  the 
prifoners  retained  by  them,  recourfe 
be  had  to  retaliation,  as  the  fole 
means  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of 
human  butchery  ;  and  for  that  pur - 
pofe,  that  punifhments  of  the  fame 
kind  and  degree  be  inflided  on  the 
S  2  prifoncra 

ferlincj  &c.  in  Scotland. 
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prlfoners  in  our  poffeiTion,  till  the 
enemy  fhall  be  taught  th-e  refpeft 
due  to  the  violated  rights  of  na- 
tions.    By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Signed,  John  Han  cock. 

Ni^vjl/eritf    {North  Crrclina)    "Jon.  14. 

On  Friday  lafl:  Ids  Excellency 
Richard  Cafwell,  Efq.  Governor  of 
this  State,  arrived  here.  He  was  met 
about  fix  miles  from  town  by  about 
thirty  gentlemen  on  hcrfebac!:,  who 
accompanied  him  to  Newbern,  the 
bells  ringing  as  foon  as  he  entered 
the  lovv'n.  Being  conduced  to  Mr. 
Edward  Wrenford's  tavern,  where  a 
handfome  collation  was  prepared,  he 
received  from  the  Continental  officers 
and  foldiers  (drawn  up  for  the  pur- 
pofe)  a  falute  with  fmall  arms ;  the 
fort,  Pennf/lvania  Farmer,  and  the 
Other  ve.Te'Is  in  the  harbour,  fired 
many  guns,  under  a  difplay  of  the 
colours  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
the  evening  the  town  was  handfomely 
illuminated. 

On  Monday  the  J  3th  inllant  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  aflcmbled, 
and  waited  upon  his  Excellency  with 
a  conyratulatorv  addrefs. 

W1LI.IAMSEURG,   January   31. 
Extra-fi    of  a    letter  from    Sir    "John 

Peyton   cf  GUucejicr  county,    to  the 

Hon,    John  Page,    F/q.    Prfjldent  of 

the  Council i  dated  'Jan.  zZ,    1777. 

*'  I  have  feen  Mr.  Edward  Hughes, 
who  was  taken  by  the  enemy  lafi: 
Weduefday.  He  informs  me  there 
are  three  ihips  in  the  bay,  u  60,  50, 
and  a  3ugiin  frigate,  under  the  com- 
mand cf  Comm.odorc  Kotham.  He 
brought  with  i;im  die  inciozcd  :  and 
if  it  is  proper  that  an  exchange  fhould 
be  made,  Ihall  be  Diuch  obUged  to 
you  for  your  interefr  in  bringing  it 
about  as  fnon  as  poffible.  Mr.  Hughes 
gives  great  praife  to  the  Ccmm.cdore 
for  his  generous  and  humane  behavi- 
our, who,  after  being  informed  cf  the 
circuniibnces  of  Hn';:';hes's  family,  &c. 
gave  him  his  boat,  vwth  alm.cft  every 
thing  in  her,  detaining  a  Negro, 
which  he  faid  he  underftcod  was  a  tc- 
ierable  pilot,  Lutafiiued  him,  at  the 


fame  tiirie,  he  fhould  be  returned  as 
foon  as  he  got  a  better ;  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  diilrefs  individuals,  who 
indaHrioufly  v/ere  going  from  river 
to  river  to  fupport  their  families.— 
Hughes  underftood  they  were  to 
cruize  here,  and  expedl  7  or  8  fail 
more  every  day." 

To  Sir  loHti  PeVTON,   North  River. 
On  hoard  the  Jhip  Prejion, 

*'  Sir,  Jan   22,    1777. 

"    This  will  inform  you,    that  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  by  the 
above-mentioned  fhipon  Monday  the 
20th    inftant;  and  as    1    underltand 
there  are   a  great  many  prifoners  in 
in  Baltimore,  beg  your  intereft   for 
an    exchange,    which    I  believe   the 
Commodore   will    agree  to.     There 
are  fevcral  other  prifoners   on  board 
who  join  me  in  this  requeil:. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 
William  Seon.'' 
To  the  aho-i:e  letter  the  Commodore  fub- 
joined  the  follon.ving  lines, 

"  Having  on  board  the  fquadron 
under  my  command  a  number  of  pri- 
foners, I  fhall  be  ready,  to  exchange 
them,  if  any  any  perfon  be  duly  au- 
thorized to  treat  with  me  for  fuch  ex- 
change. W.  Hot  HAM." 

By  command  of  the  Commodore, 
Titus  LivTe,  Sec. 
PreJIoti,   in   Chcfapeak  Bay, 
J  an.  25,    1777. 

Narrati've  of  the  proceedings  of  Com- 
modore Hut  ham,  in  the  Pi  ejion  jnan 
of  ivar,  fince  his  departure  from 
Rhode- IJIand,  in  January  la/},  in  a 
letter  from  an  officer  on  board  to  his 
relation  in  London 

Nav-Tori,  Jpril  15. 
"  We  failed  from  Rhode-Ifland 
the  13th  of  January,  and  arrived  the 
26th  ditto,  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  near 
St.  James's  River,  Virginia,  and  oil 
running  into  the  Bay,  we  fell  in  with 
a  llcop,  fired  a  gun'  at  her,  fent  our 
boats  on  board;  and  took  her.  She 
was  from  St.  Eullatia,  laden  with  40 
hogflaeads  of  rum,  and  ballafted  with 

fait. 
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fait.     \Vc  then  ran   further  up  the 
Bay,    to  Point  Comforc,    where  we 
perceived  a  rebel  privateer  and  fiverra 
Hoops :  on  feeing  i!S  they  got  on  their 
ways,    ran   the    fhip   on  iliore,    and 
pulhed  the  reft  on  jato  fhoal  water. 
Vv'e  then  came  to  an  anchor,  and  not 
hciiling  any  colours,  they  could  not 
tell  what  to  make  of  us,  but  fent  a 
privateer    Hoop  to    recoraioitre ;    at 
whom,  after  £)  ing  foine  Ihot,  we  fent 
cur   boats  on    beard  and  took   her. 
The  Commodore  x'cnt  a  Lieutenant, 
with  40  feameii,   ?,nd  a   Lieutenant 
with  2+  marines  on  boafd  her,  with 
orders  to  attack  t.'ie  privateer  and  fliip. 
On  our  approach  the  former  made  oil", 
but  the   iliip  we   bo.-rded,    took    15 
prifoners,  and  found  her  to  be  laden 
with  600  hoglliCiUs  of  tobacco.     She 
is   a  new   fhip,  called   the   Farmer, 
bound   from    Baltimore  for   Nant7. 
Next  day  our  boats  boarded  and  took 
a  fmall  boat  of  the  enemy's,  having 
on   board    10    barrels    of  flour,  and 
150!.  of  their  paper  currency. 

"  The   Farmer,    our   rich   prize, 
went  under  the  fame  convoy,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Graves  of  the 
navy.     On   the    14th  of  March  we 
took  a  fmall  veflei,  with  a  quantity 
of  limes  on  board  ;  and  next  day  we 
failed  for  the  Delaware,  but  on  our 
arrival  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  a 
violent  gale  of  wind  came  on,  and 
drove   us  to  fea,  where  we  were  rol- 
ling for  three  weeks,    during  which 
time    we   took    three   fmall    prizes, 
which  we  funk,  and  a  fecond  time 
attempted  the  Delaware,  and  finally 
came  to  an    anchor   in    that    river  : 
next  morning  we  perceived  a  large 
Jhip  ftanding  in  ;  on   feeing  us  Ihe 
fleered  up  another   channel,    where 
the  water  being  flioal,  could  not  fol- 
low her,  we  therefore  fent  our  tender 
to  attack  her ;  upon   which   all  the 
people  abandoned  the  ihip,  after  en- 
deavouring to  run    her   aihore,    but 
our  men  got  on   board  jull  time  to 
fave  her.     She  proved  to   be  laden 
with  gunpowder,    arms,   lead,    Sec. 


from  France ;  to  tiie  rebels  (he  was 
computed  to  be  40,000!.  but  to  us 
ilieis  not  v/orth  more  than  3000I. 

"  T;-e  15  th  of  March  we  fell  in 
with  two  fchooners,  one  French,  the 
other  an  American,  both  of  v/liich 
we  made  prize;;  of;  and  the  fame  day 
font  the  Daphne  to  convoy  the  fhip 
and  two  fchooners  to  New- York ;  they 
were  boiii  laden  with  rum  and  m.o- 
lafle-s  ;  immediately  upon  parting  we 
defcried  another  fail,  gave  chace, 
and  took  her,  which  proved  to  be  3 
brig  from  Philadelphia  to  Cape  Fran- 
cois, belonging  to  a  Frenchman, 
having  on  board  707  barrels  of  flour, 
which  wc  fent  immediately  to  New- 
York  ;  two  days  after  we  chaced  an- 
other brig,  and  took  her,  bound  from 
Nantucket  with  only  i o  iiog.lieads  of 
iligar  and  50  barrels  of  oil ;  the  for- 
mer were  took  out,  but  the  latter 
with  the  veflcl  we  funk. 

"  The  day  after  we  funk  a  rebel 
fchooner  laden  with  flour,  v/hich  we 
were  obliged    to  do,  it    blowing  fo 
hard   a  gale    that  we  could  not  get 
pofieflion  of  her,  and  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  wind,  we  in  a  few  days 
readied  New-Yoik,  which  was  avery 
defirable  objeft,  as  you  may  jitdge 
when  1  tell  yoii  that  we  fent  to  the 
hofpital  about  loo   feamen,  and  45 
marines,'  all  very  ill  of  the  fcurvy." 
Exttaci  tf  a    letter  from   an    Englijh 
Gent' I  man     at      Aluttinico,      dated 
March  i\ ,   to  one  cf  the   onvners   of. 
Vi.nus,  bound  to  Gi  enada,  luhich  ^njas 
taken  and  ca'ried  into  Martinlco 
"  The  French  enjoy  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  war,  without  any  of 
the  inconveniences ;  prizes  are  brought 
in  here  every  day  by  privateers,  who 
call    themfelves  Americans,  but  are 
in  reality  French  property,  manned 
by  French,  Spaniards,  &c.    Guinea- 
men  are  their  principal  obje*^s,  which 
they  frequently  fall  in  with.     Above 
a  dozen  have  been  already  brought 
in  here  and  fold,  with  their  cargoes, 
from  lea  to  twelve   Joes    a  head.     I 
have  bce.i  here  this  week  pafl,  en- 
deavouring 
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^?3voyrinf^  tc  recover  ^  Hoop  of  mine, 
with  fifty-four  new  Negroc;,  tr.ken 
by  a  flocp  bclongirfg  to  this  iilancl, 
■under  American  colcurs ;  fhe  had 
French  papers,  and  notwithflanding 
I  have  proved  her  to  be  h'rench  pro- 
perty, the  General  abfoiutely  refufed 
tt)  give  her  up,  merely  becaide  he 
fuppofed  Ii^r  having  cleared  out  at 
Grenada  fcr  Tubago:  fuch  injuilice 
liever  was  heard  of;  for  iUj:-pore  her 
Englifii  property,  and  the  iloop  an 
American,  this  is  a  neutral  port,  and 
can  aftbri  no  Court  cf  Admiralty  for 
the  condemnation  of  their  prizes;  in 
Ihort,  nothing  but  a  war  can  ftop 
their  iniquitous  proceedings. 

"  Your  brig,  the  Venus,  Capt. 
Sharp,  was  taken  the  !  Sth  inft.  clofe 
in  with  St.  Vincent,  en  her  way  to 
Grenada,  by  a  floop  belonging  to 
Mr.  Prcgcnt,  of  this  ifland,  but  un- 
der American  colours,  named  the  Re- 
taliation, Capt.  Ord,  (the  only 
American  on  board  her.)  The  Ve- 
nus made  a  noble  defence,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  boarding,  would  not 
have  furrendercd ;  fhe  fought  the 
iloop  three  hours,  and  even  when 
boarded,  v.'onld  not  ftrike.  Mr.  Wil- 
fon,  the  fupercargo,  was  fliot  tlirough 
the  body  by  a  piilol,  of  which  wound 
it  is  then p;h'>.  he" will  die;  three  others 
were  terribly  wounded  witli  cutlafles. 
I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  ferve 
them',  and  made  Mr.  Pregent  pro- 
Wife,  that  when  tliey  can  be  removed, 
they  fa'all  be  feilt  to  fome  of  the  En- 
eliih  ifiandj;     The  Venus  is  Ivjn"-  in 

C>  JO 

2.  bav  about  a  league  from'  hence  ;  I 
fhbuld  clam  her  as  Englilh  pfr-pcxty, 
did  1  think  it  Would  avail  any  th:"ng, 
but  I  know  it  would  not.  The  Go- 
vernor, on  my  too  peremptorily  de- 
nianding  the  iloop  and  Ne^recs  to  be 
reitored,  told  me,  that  had  I  noi 
brought  him  a  letter  "from  '  Lord 
McCartney,  (cur  Governor  at  Gre- 
nada) he  wcCild  lodge  me  'twenty- 
four  hours  ■  in  the'  coEinich  gaol  for 
jny  temeriry." 

fawdays^^go  arawd  in  U.is  city,  a 


ntimber  of  troops  from  the  Weflward, 
which  makes  our  army  here  amount 
to  10,327  efle.;live  men.  Tiiis  mornr. 
ing  the  Provincial  brig  of  War,  Hi- 
bernia,  Mofes  Fofter,  commander, 
arrived  from  Curacoa,  with  a  cargo 
of  mulkets,  piilols,  cannon-balls, 
powder,  (fee.  She  was  chaced  to  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  by  an  Englilh 
fnipof  war  of  20  guns. 

Chi^ries-Tonxin,  ji'pnt  28.  Yellcr;lay' 
morning  arrived  the  Oriikime,  of  40. 
guiis,  and  a  Xebeque  of  18  guns: 
they  both  came  from  St.  Maloes,  are 
laden  with  cloathing  for  the  Provin- 
cial army,  faltpetre,  pole-axes,  and 
a  quantity  of  grape-ihot.  They  were 
both  purchafed  hf  fome  American 
gentlemen  now  in  France,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Congrefs. 
Ext  rail  of  a  letter  from  BarhadoeSt 
April  4. 

"  In  England  you  will  fcarcely 
believe  that  the  French  and  Dutch 
Iflands  now  fupply  the  Engliih 
Ifiands  in  the  Weil-Indies  with  many 
articles,  and  particularly  provilions. 
It  is  thus  accounted  for  :  the  Ame- 
ricans carry  goods  to  thofe  foreign 
markets,  from  whence  we  are  glad 
to  purchafe  them  at  an  advanced 
pri 


ce. 


The  following  letter  was  fent  to 
the  maaxr  of  the  Merchants-Hall  in 
Brifcol,  from'  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  Liverpool : 

Chamber  of  Commerce^  Li'verpcol^ 

May  28. 
"  Sir, 

"  By  various  accounts  from  diffe- 
rent pericns  and  places,  undoubted 
iriteJligence  has  been  received  here, 
of  forne  illegal  and  dangerous  prac- 
tices carried  on  by  the  French  in  the 
V/ert-Indies. 

'•'  A  veHel  belonging  to -this  place 
wi^.H  ilavcs,  cai^e-wood  and  ivory,  has 
been  carried  into  St.  Lucia  by  a 
French  ilcop  of  10  guns  and  50  men, 
faid  to  be  cv/ned  by  IVIr.  Eiigcra,  a 
jnercliant'in  Martinrco.  The  floop 
had  only  one  Englillua.tn  on  board, 

who 


(     U3     ) 


who  was  honoured  with  the  ftile  of " 
Captain,  but  the  adual  commander 
and  his    officers,    were   French,  and 
the   crew  all   French,  or   other  fo- 
reigners. 

"  The  Venus,  Captain  Sharpe,  of 
and  from  Whitehaven  for  Grenada, 
was  taken  after  a  gallant  defence  of 
three  hours,  by  a  privateer  belonging 
to  Martinico,  manned  with  Frendi, 
Portuguefe,  and  Spaniards,  having 
only  an  American  for  mailer.  Many 
others  are  fitting  out  on  this  plan, 
both  at  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe  ; 
the  Congrefs  agents  ha^-e  blank  com- 
miffions,  which  they  fill  up  there, 
and  are  very  liberal  of  them.  Thcfe 
proceedings  appear  to  us  fo  very 
ruinous  to  the  trade  of  Great-Britain, 
that  it  has  been  determined  to  bring 
the  bufmefs  before  Parliament  by 
petition.  We  fliall  efteem  ourfelves 
happy,  if  honoured  vvith  the  concur- 
rence of  the  merchants  of  Briftol  in 
our  intended  application, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Dodsov,  Prefident. 
To  ill  my  Garnet  t,  Ejq. 
Mc.fier  cf  the  Merchants -hall,  Briflol. 

ExtraSl  of  a  letter  from  Nautz,  Max  27, 
*'  The    Concord,    from    Charles- 
Town,  which  arrived  here  about  a 
fortnight  fince  with  a  loading  cf  rice. 
Indigo,  &c.   yefterday    had   a  public 
fale,  when  every  thing  fold  remark- 
ably cheap  ;  indigo  went  at  two  flnl- 
lings   and  two-pence,    Englifli,    per 
lb.   which   in   London   would   fetch 
four  fhlllings    and  fixpence,  or   fve 
fnillings.  Rice,  and  every  thing  eHe, 
fold  very  badly,  but  then  it  mull  be 
remembered,  that  they  went  for  ready 
money  only,  confequently  few  only 
could   be  buyers,  and    they   Indetd 
will  make  more  than  cent,  per  cent, 
by  their  bai-gains  ;  the   quantity  cf 
goods  by 'this  channel  overflocks  tiie 
market,  and  were  it  not  for  orders 
from  England,  and  other  parts,  they 
would   net  f.nd  a   faiucieat  -.'..it  for 
■   their  goods. 


Extra3     of  a   Utter  from    Guernfejf 
June   5. 
"  An  American  privateer  of  twelve 
guns   came   into   this  load  jcllcrday 
morning  ;  tacked  about  on  the  firing 
of  the  guns  from  the  Caftle,  andjult 
off  the  Ifland  took  a  large  brig  bound 
for  this  port,  which  they  have  fince 
carried  into    Cherburgh.      She  had 
the  impudence   to  fend  her  boat  in 
the  dufic   of  the   evening  to  a  little 
ifland  ott'hcre,  called  Jetto,  and  un- 
luckily carried  off  the  Lieutenant  of 
Northey's     Independent     Company 
here,    with   the    garrifon    Adjutant, 
who  were  fiiooting  rabbits  for   their, 
diverfion.     Two  gentlemen  of  con- 
f'quence  are  gone   to   Cherburgh    to 
demand  them.  The  poor  pilferers  got 
nothing  but  fix  or  feven  little  Guinea 
pigs  made  into  a  pye  for  tlie  gentle- 
men's dinner,_  and  a    few  bottles  of 
claret,  though  the  brig  they  took  is 
valued'at  7C00I.  belonging  to 'Squire 
Tupper .'' 

The  following  letter  was  feijt  ta 
Meff.  Wakeileld,  Pratt,  and  Myers, 
Merchants,  in  the  ci!y  of  London  : 

AJm'rahy  Office,   May  20. 

"  Gentlemen,  Having  laid  before 
my  Lords  Commilfioners  of  the^ 
Admiralty  the  Memorial  of  thcL 
Merchants  Importers  of  Linen  from. 
Ireland,  defiring  that  they  will  give 
protedion  to  the  linen  friips  bound, 
from  Newry  to  England,  and  that 
the  convoy  may  likewife  call  at  Dub- 
liii  for  Uicli  fuips  as  may  be  there,  I 
am  cornrrianded  by  their  Lordfhips  to 
acquaint  you,  that  they  have  ordered 
his  Majeily's  cutter  the  Either  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Belfalt  and  New- 
ry, to  convoy  the  trr.dc  to  England 
from  tliofe  ports  to  Dublin,  where 
the  Wafp  {loop  is  ordered  to  be  in 
readincij  to  convoy,  in' ccnjuiiiliou 
v.'ith  the  faid  cuttef ,  fuch  trade,  and 
any  other,  which  may  be  there  bound 
to  England,  and  reidy  to  fail,  which 
they  are  to  fee  fafe  into  the  Englifh. 
Ch.tnncl,   to  the  eaftward  of  the  Li^ 

zai'd. 
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-:  —  ■-.  "iH!  then  to  return  to   Dublin, 
onUivae  to  convoy  tlie  linen 
,  like  mr.nner,  till'  farther  or- 
ut-:,  ■■■-.  '';"    '  ~  '•'^S"-'    --ru,  tTi'at 

rr.-  ...       uticrs, 

;  Aj  CI. ''='^,   till   fiif^'icr 

(:=>.•-'.;.,  ..^..  i'~n  th".  LiKi's-Eud  and 
tlie  ccaft  of  Irclnnr',  in  the  track  of 
the  trade  pafTmj^  that  way,  foi^  tlicir 
greater  feci.;-ii.y  uv.d  proteJlior.  I 
am.    Gentlemen,  your  humble   fcr- 

vant, 

GtoRGE  Jackson,  D.  S." 

[In  no  former  war,  not  even  in 
any  of  the  wars  with  France  and 
Spain,  the  linen  vcflels  from  Ireland 
were  ever  conveyed.] 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Let- 
ter which  tlie  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin 
received  from  the  Riglu  I  Ion .  Richard 
Heron,  fecretary  to  his  E.xcejlency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  His 
Lordlhip  .Urefted  the  fame  to  be 
publiihcd  jn  the  Papers,  and  polled 
in  the  CciTee-Houfe  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Merchants  and  Tra- 
ders. 

Duliin-Cajlk,  May  2\i  \-]n-i. 

*' My  Lord, 
*'  His  Exxellency,  my  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant having  this    day    received   a 
letter,   dated  the    i9l.h  inilant,  from 
LordV/eymouth,  HisMajefty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State,  acquainting 
his    Excellency    that    his     Majefty's 
Ships    Eoyne    and     Eelleifle,     both 
third  rates,  are  now  cruizii  g  between 
Cape  Clear  and    Uihant  ;   and    that 
two  cutters  are  ordered  to  cruize  be- 
tween the  Land's  Eiid  and  the  coaft 
of  Ireland;   and  that    another  Hoop 
and  cutter   are  appointed  a  Handing 
convoy    for  the  Linen    Ships,    and 
other  Trade,    from  Dublin   lo  Eng- 
Ir.nd;    befides   which,    fevcral  of  his 
Msjefcy's  ihlps  and  veflels  are  crui- 
f.ing  to  the   WelWard:   I    am  co-m- 
jnanded   by  his   Excellency  to   give 
your   Lordlhip  this    early    informa- 
tion thereof,  and  lo  defire  that  your 
'  Lordihip  will  be  pleafed   canfe  the 
fame  to    be   communicated  to    the 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  this  city. 


in  fuch  manner  as  yourLordfhip  flial! 
ti^ink  proper.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfiiip's  moli 
obedient,  humbie  fervant, 

Richard  Hrpon." 
Lxtra:fl   of  a   letter  from    Wate'ford, 

May  -7.1^. 
"■  We  have  advices  here  from  Slip-o, 
Ballyfhannon,  and  Killybeggs,  that 
three  Hout  American  privateers  were 
feeii  lull  week  about  eight  leagues 
"Well  and  by  North  from  the  ifland 
called  Rof'es,  off" the  coaft  of  Done- 
gall,  to  pick  up  the  Ihips  bound  from 
Greenock  or  Glalgovv  to  America 
or  the  Well-Indies.  A  ffiierman  of 
Weft-port,  in  the  county  of  Mayo, 
faw  them ;  they  wanted  to  have 
fpoke  with  him,  but  the  poor  fellow 
fuppofed  they  wanted  his  fifli,  and 
not  thinking  they  would  pay  him  for 
it,  the  wind  being  right  ©n  ftiore,  he 
puftied  for  it,  and  left  them." 
Extrud    of    a     Utter  fioin      Banlrjy 

May  26. 
"  We  have  jufthad  a  meftenger  here 
from  Bcerhaven,  with  an  account 
that  an  American  privateer  of  16 
guns,  and  full  of  men,  put  in  their 
for  water  and  h-e{\\  provilions ;  fhe 
ftaid  near  ten  hours,  and  paid  for 
every  thing." 

Whitehaven,  in  England,  May  zz, 
Vefterday  evening  arrived  here,  un- 
der the  command  of  Mr.  Stuart,  a 
hirge  fiiip,  formerly  belonging  to 
London,  but,  being  taken  by  an 
American  privateer,  was  fold  to  Mer- 
cer and  Schenk,  Merchants  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, who  (as  will  appear  par- 
ticularly by  the  following  letter)  fent 
her  to  Virginia,  agreeable  to  a  char- 
ter of  the  Continental  Con?refs. 

The  Mercer,  at  that  time  com- 
manded by  Nathaniel  Dowfe,  left 
Cape  Henry  the  14th  of  April  lall, 
having  on  board  ^90  hogfheads  of 
tobacco,  the  property  of  the  Conti- 
nental Conereis,  16  ho?iheads  be- 
longing  to  the  ov/ners,  a  quantity  of 
fuftick,  flour,  and  fome  other  arti- 
cle:;,   with    which    Captain   Dowfe 

was 
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was  ordered  to  proceed  on  his  voyage 
to  Bourdeaux,  in  France.  They 
were  in  all  18  perfons  on  board,  1 6 
of  whom  were  Englifh,  Scotch,  or 
Irifti  (four  of  them  belonged  to 
Whitehaven,  two  to  Workington, 
and  one  to  Harrington)  who  had  been 
prifoners  in  America. 

Such  a  fuperiority  in  number  foon 
fuggefted  the  thought  of  taking  the 
charge  of  the  vefiel  from  Capt. 
Dowfe  and  his  mate ;  the  fcheme  was 
concerted,  and  on  the  5  th  of  May 
inft.  at  ten  P.M.  in  Lat.  46.  lo. 
Long.  2;.  53  while  the  Captain  was 
in  bed,  they  informed  the  mate  (who 
had  the  watch)  of  their  intention, 
feized  the  Captain's  papers,  altered 
the  courfe  from  E.  by  S.  to  N.  E. 
by  N.  declared  Mr.  Stuart  their  com- 
mander, Whitehaven  the  port  of 
their  deftination,  where  they  arrived 
(astefore  mentioned)  amidft  the  joy- 
ful acclamations  of  numbers. 

An  exprefs  was  immediately  fent 
off  to  London  ;  the  Officers  of  the 
Cuftoms  have  taken  the  veflel  into 
their  pofTefTion,  and  this  morning 
the  Englilbi  flag  was  hoilled  above 
the  Thirteen  Stripes  of  the  Colo- 
nies. 

Captain  Nicholas  de  Moulpied, 
of  the  Betty,  of  Guernfey,  is  come 
pafienger  in  the  above  veflel;  his 
Ihip  was  taken  by  the  Americans  the 
12th  of  Auguft,  1776,  and  carried 
into  Dartmouth. 

Capt.  Dowfe  is  63  years  of  age, 
had  four  fine  houfes  deftroyed  at 
Charles-Town,  near  Bofton,  and  had 
the  remainder  of  his  property  (except 
Bunker's  Hill,  which  belonged  to 
,  him)  in  this  ftiip. 

7o  Mijf.  Samuel  and  J.  H.  Delap, 
Merchants  in  Bourdeaux. 
Philadelphia ,  March  l^,    1777- 

*'  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Dowfe,  Commander 
of  our  fliip  Mercer.  She  brings  you 
a  load  of  tobacco  for  account  of  the 
Honourable  Continental  Congrefs, 
for  which  you  are  to  receive  1 3I.  i  os. 
fterling  per  ton  (?f  four  hogftiuds. 


**  We  have  alfo  ordered  our  friend 
Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun^  Efq.  of 
Virginia,  to  Ihip  in  her,  on  our  ac- 
count, a  few  hogfiieads  of  tobacco, 
with  feme  flour  and  lumber  to  be 
flowed  in  the  vacancies  of  the  hogs- 
heads, which  be  pleafed  to  make  the 
moft  of.  Alfo  Icll  the  fliip,  if  you 
can  get  for  her  what  you  think  her 
value.  We  gave  1700I.  fterling  for 
her,  and  thought  her  cheap,  being 
well  found,  a  new  veflel,  and  neatly 
finiflied.  If  you  cannot  fell  her, 
employ  her  on  freight,  and  in  the 
bell  manner  you  can  cover  in  the 
property. 

"  Ourinflruflions  to  Capt.  Dowfe 
are  to  leave  the  Ihip  in  your  care,  and 
make  the  befl;  of  his  way  home,  with 
all  the  crew  on  board :  in  which  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  aflill  him,  as  they 
are  all  in  high  wages. 

*'  But  in  cafe  i* Vance  has  declared, 
war  againft  Great  Britain,  or  if  there 
is  any  certainty  of  fuch  an  event 
taking  place,  than  purchafe  for  us  a 
fmall  faft-failing  veflel,  of  about  30 
tons,  to  carry  four  three  pounders,  fix 
or  eight  fwivels,  and  a  few  good 
fmall  arms,  and  put  in  her  to  the 
value  of  600I.  fterling  of  the  articles 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  give  the 
command  either  to  Capt.  Dowfe,  of 
the  Mercer  ;  Capt.  Mercrie,  of  the 
Polly;  Capt.  Peter  Callas,  of  the 
Moor;  or  Capt.  Thomas  Chartwright* 
of  the  Two  Friends ;  v/hichever  may 
arrive  with  you  firft.  They  all  failed 
for  Virginia  much  at  one  time,  from 
Bon:on,  to  take  in  their  cargoes. 

••  What  money  after  this  remains 
in  your  hands  for  the  freigiit,  nett 
proceeds  of  the  veflTel,  the  fullick  and 
other  goods,  on  our  account,  retaia 
in  your  hands  until  further  orders, 
except  one  feventh,  which  pay  to 
Mefl".  Pye,  Richard,  and  Wilkinfon, 
Merchants  in  Amflcrdam,  for  account 
of  Archibald  and  John  Blair,  fubjeil 
to  the  order  of  Archibald  Blair. 

♦'  Do  not  advance  Capt.  Dowfe,  or 

any   of  our   captains  or  crews,  any 

T  .  money. 
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money,  but  what  is  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  prefent  fupport,  as  it 
is  more  advantage  to  us  to  pay  them 
in  Bolton. 

"  We  h.ld  like  to  have  forgot  to 
defire  you  to  fend  the  vcfTel,  and 
^oods  ordered,  back  to  Bollon  or 
Portlinouth,  wliich  be  pleafed  to  at- 
tend to.  It  will  give  us  plcaiurc  to 
hear  from  you,  and  to  render  you 
any  fervice  in  our  po*ver.  If  you 
rteet  with  an  opportunity  to  the  eatt- 
ward,  direft  our  letters  to  the  care 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Ruffel,  Merchant 
in  Boflon,  Mr.  John  Duiheld  in  Vir- 
ginia, or  to  any  of  your  friends  in 
that  quarter. 

"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  very 
humble  fervants, 

"  MeRCKR    &  SCHENK." 

Return  of  the  cargo,  lool.  llerling 
jcfuits  bark,  ^col.  in  good  bohea 
tea,  beft  quality,  icol.  in  pins,  lool. 
in  eold  and  filver  lace  for  the  niiii- 
tary. 

With  as  much  fine  white  fait  in 
barrels  as  will  put  her  in  a  good  fet 
of  ball  all. 

P.  S,  Wniile  Capt.  Dowfe  is  dif- 
charp-ir.g,  get  tlje  fmall  vefiel  and 
goods  in  readinels,  as  difpatch  is  the 
life  of  bufinefs ;  and  as  the  other  vef- 
lels  arrive,  purchafe  a  fmall  veilel  for 
each  of  the  captains  and  crews,  and 
put  in  each  to  the  fame  amount,  viz. 
6col  fierlirg  in  goods  fortcd  agree- 
able to  the  above. 

MkRCER   &SCHENK 

[This  veiTel  was  formerly  called 
The  EarlofEn-ol.] 

The  Prince  of  Orange  packet, 
incntioned  in  the  lift  of  veiTels  taken 
in  page  109,  was  carried  into  Dim- 
kirk.  The  fmugglers  at  Dunkirk 
were  exceedingly  oftendcd  with  the 
bringing  the  packet  into  that  port. 
They  laid  it  would  occaiion  fome 
Enriifn  fri2:ates,  or  armed  veflels,  to 
be  ftaLioned  off  that  port,  which 
would  greatly  cbftrud  th.eir  trade  ; 
and  a  defperate  quarrel  eniued  be- 
tween them  and  tht-  crew  of  the  Ame- 


rican privateer,  which  had  taken  and 
brought  in   the  packet.     Upon  this, 
the    Commandant  of  Dunkirk   put 
put  them  all  in  prifon,  together  with 
Cunningham,    the   Captain    of   the 
privateer.     As  foon  as  advice  of  the 
capture  reached  London,  Lord  Stor-> 
mont,  the  Englilh  m.iniiler  at  Paris, 
prefented  to   the    French  miniftry  a 
memorial,  in  which  he  affirmed  that 
the  pretended  privateer  was  no  other 
than    a  pirate,   and   requeiled   upon 
that   ground    the  reftoration   of  the 
prize.     Cunningham    being  in  con- 
finement,    no    anfwer    v/as     imme- 
diately   given.      The  privateer   had 
been   fitted  out  at  Dunkirk,    but  it 
was  not  known  for   what   purpofe ; 
which,  and  fome  other  irregularities^' 
in  Cunningham's  conduft,  were  fup-' 
pofed  to  be   the  caufe  of  complying 
with  the  ambafliidor's  requell.    How- 
ever,   upon   nicer    and    furtlier    ex- 
amination, the  French  court  were  fo 
well  fatisfied,  that  Cunningham  and 
his   crew  were   in  a  Ihort  time   after 
relealed  from  their  confinement. 

Biujj'els,  Ju-ne  9.  Vv'e  are  well  in- 
foimed  that  Mr.  Cunningham,  Cap- 
tain of  the  American  privateer  the 
Surprife,  fent  the  mail  (with  the 
lettei^s  from  London  of  the  29th  of 
April  lall)  which  he  took  in  the 
Prince  of  Orange  Packet,  to  Dr. 
Franklin  at  Paris 

ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  the  PoJ?;mfier 
at  HuT'ivich,  "June  14,  to  the  Pofi- 
majier  General,  at  London, 
'■\  The  maftcr  of  a  fifliing-fmack, 
arrived  here  lall:  night  from  Dun- 
kirk, acquaints  me,  that  he  favv 
Cunnino-ham  and  his  crew  at  larse 
on  Thurfday  lall,  and  they  were  pro- 
ving carriage  guns,  in  order  to  be 
put  on  board  a  large  cutter  of  i  30 
tons;  that  (he was  to  be  navigated  by 
French  failors  to  Havre,  and  that 
Cunningham  and  the  crev/  were  go- 
ing over  land,  in  order  to  fit  her 
for  fea.  He  alio  declared,  that  he 
faw  a  brig  in  Dunkirk  road,  that 
had  got  on  board  the  powder,  fmall 

arms^ 
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arms,  ammunition.  Sec.  for  the  faid 
cutter,  which  is  painted  blue  and 
yellow,  which  was  built  for  the 
fmugffling  trade,  and  reported  to  be 
a  fait  lailer  ;  that  Cunniaghnm  told 
him  the  guns  proving  were  for  his 
ufe  on  board  the  faid  ve/Iel ;  that 
he  faid  he  would  foon  have  another 
Harwich  boat,  which  he  did  not 
in  the  leafl  fear  but  he  fhould  make 
a  legal  prize,  which  alfo  was  con- 
iirmed  by  the  crew  the  fame  evening 
at  a  piiblick  houfe.  I  thought  pro- 
per togi\'e  you  this  intelligence,  and 
make  no  doubt  of  neccfTary  Heps  be- 
ing taken  to  put  a  flop  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  daring  pirate.  She 
is  to  mount  20  carriage  guns,  and  to 
have  JO  or  60  men. 

*'  I  am.  Sir,  your's, 
"  James  Clements." 
^This  lefttr  loas  /Int  to  LlyoJ's  Cojpi- 
Houfe  hy  A.  Todd,  £jf.  Secretary 
to  ths  Poji-majler  (Jeneral.^ 

Whitehall,  June  z,,  '^'J'^1' 
E,rirafi  of  a  letter  from  General  Sir 
William  Honve  to  Lord  George  Get' 
maine,  dated  at  Ne^v-Tork  the  2\/h  of 
April,  receinjed hy  the  Mercury  Pucket. 
"  Though  no  material  occurrence 
has  pafl'ed  fince  the  departure  of  the 
Le  Defpencer  Packet  on  the  iith 
UiHant ;  yet,  being  denroiis  your 
LordlTiip  Ihould  early  receive  the  du- 
plicates of  my  lall  difpatches,  in  cafe 
of  an  accident  happening  to  the  ori- 
ginals, I  fend  t!iem  by  tiie  Mercury 
Packet,  with  orders  to  flop  at  Rhode- 
Mand  for  Lord  Percy,  which  will 
caule  very  little  delay  to  her  pafTage. 
"  Lord  Corn wal  lis,  ever  watchful  to 
take  advantages  of  the  enemy's  fitu- 
ation,  furprized  and  defeated,  on  the 
1 3  th  inft.  at  break  of  da}',  a  corps  of 
the  Rebels  at  Bound  Brook,  killed 
30,  and  took  between  80  and  90 
prifoners,  including  officers,  with  3 
brafs  field  pieces.  The  General  Ol- 
cer  commanding  there  very  narrowly 
efcaped  being  of  the  number.  The 
lofs  on  our  part  was  only   3  yagers. 
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and  4  fbldiers  of  the  light  Infantry 
ilightly  wounded. 

"  A  detached  corps  of  troops,  con- 
filling  of  1800  rank  and  Hie,  having 
embarked  in  tranfports,  proceeded 
from  hence  yefterday,  with  6  field 
pieces,  under  the  command  of  Go- 
vernor Trvon,  who  has  accepted  of 
the  rank  of  Major-General  of  Pro- 
vincials. The  defign  is  to  deilroy  a 
large  magazine  of  provifions  and  mi- 
litary ftores  formed  by  the  enemy  at 
Danbury,  in  Connefticut.  Briga- 
dier-General Agnewand  Sir  William 
Er&ine  are  upon  this  fervice,  the  na- 
val part  of  winch  is  under  the  con- 
duft  of  Captain  Duncan,  commander 
of  his  Majefty's  iliip  Eagle.  It  is 
fuppofed  that  the  debarkation  fhould 
be  made  at  or  near  Norwalk,  which 
is  20  miles  to  the  Southward  of  Dan- 
bury  ;  and  I  hope  to  have  the  honour 
of  reporting  to  your  Lordfhip  the 
fuccefs  of  this  expedition  in  my  next 
difpatch." 


Earl  Percy,  who  arrived  In  the 
above  Packet,  from  Rhode-Ifland, 
has  communicated  to  Lord  George 
Germaine  the  following  copy  of  a 
letter  to  his  LordQiip  from  Captain 
Hutchinfon,  hi-:  Aid  de  Camp: 

On  beard  the  Mercury  Packet,  Long' 
I/la»d  Sound,   xlpril  ^0,    1 777. 

"■    My  Loi-d, 

"  Having  on  Monday  evening  lafl, 
on  my  v/av  through  the  Sound,  fallen 
in  with  iMajor-Geaeral  Tryon's  de- 
tachment, which  he  was  then  re-em- 
barking at  Norwalk  Bay,  I  was  in- 
duced to  <rn  on  board  the  Senegal  to 
rciceivethe  General's  commanas,  and 
if  pofTibie  to  learn,  for  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  information,  the  fuccefs  of  (o 
important  an  expedition.  The  lleer 
being  under  way  by  the  time  I  got  on 
board,  the  General  had  juft  time  to 
denre  me  to  inform  your  Lordfhip 
that  he  had  fucceeded  beyond  his  ex- 
peclations,  having  compleatly  de- 
llro}'ed  two  principal  magazines  be- 
longing to  the  Rebels  at  Danbury 
T  z  and 
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s.nd  Ridgefield,  confifting  of  provi- 
fions  and  other  military  ftores,  fuch 
as   rum,    tents,    waggons,    harnefs, 
made-up  ammunition,  hofpital  me- 
dicines,   a-nd   cloathing;    and    that 
with  the  lofs  of  very  few  men.    That 
he  had  met  with  little  oppofition  on 
his  way  to  Danbury,  but  on   his  re- 
turn was  attacked  by  Arnold,  at  the 
head  of  a  large  body  of  Rebels  from 
Peek's-Kill,  wlio  harrafledhis  march 
exceedingly   almofc    the  whole   way 
from  Ridgefield  to  near  the  water- 
fidc  ;  but  that  he  at  laft  made  a  fuc- 
cefsful  charge  with  his  bayonets  on 
their  main  body,  by   which  he  de- 
Uroyed  a  confiderable  number,  and 
drove  the  reft  into  the  ntmoft  confu- 
lion,  which  enabled  him  to  reiume 
his  march,    and   to   re-embark    his 
troops,  hcrfes,  artillery,  and  wound- 
ed men,  without  further  moleftation. 
That  he  had  net  then   been   able   to 
coIIeiTc  the  different  returns,  but  from 
the  beft  accounts  he  could  get,  be- 
lieved his  lofs  did  not  exceed  50  men 
killed  and  wounded  ;  that  he  had  no 
officers  killed  and  only  a  few  wound- 
ed.    He  added,  that  he  was    much 
indebted  to  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of 
his  troops,  and  particularly  fo  to  Ma- 
jor   Stewart,  who  had    diftinguifaed 
himfeif  in  a  moftconrpicuous  manner 
on  the  occafion.     This  too  I  had  af- 
terwai'ds  explained  by  General  Ag- 
new  and  his  Major  of  Brigade,  Leflie, 
who  informed  me  that  Stewart,  with 
abcut  ten  or  twelve  men  only,  ruHied 
forward  into  the   enemy's  line,  and 
by  his  example,  animated  the  reft  of 
our  troops  to  make  a  general  charge, 
which  by  that  time  was  become  ab- 
folutely  necefTary  from  a  want  of  am- 
munition, &c. 

The  Rebels,  it  fecms,  had  con- 
trived in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour, 
with  their  ufual  indullry,  to  cover 
themfelviTs  with  a  kind  of  breall: 
work,  on  the  ground  over  v/hich  cur 
troops  muft  pafs.  Leflie  faid  that 
there  could  not  be  lefs  than  4000 
barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  30C0  bar- 


rels of  flour,  and  above  50  puncheons 
of  rum,  deftroyed  in  the  whole,  be- 
fides  the  other  articles  of  camp  ftores 
and     cloathing     above-mentioned. 
That  a  great  part  of  thefe  were  found 
in   the   churches   at    Danbury    and 
Ridgefield,  fome  in  houfes,  and  fome 
in  the  woods  ;  but  that  the  whole  was 
difcovered,  and  either  ftaved  or  burnt, 
together  with   the  above-mentioned 
towns.     Major  Leflie  likewife  faid, 
that  he  thought  there  was  above  300 
of  the  Rebels  deftroyed,  which   in- 
deed feemed  to  be  the  general  opi- 
nion.    General    Woofter,    he   faid, 
was  certainly  mortally  wounded ;  that 
Arnold  efcaped   very   narrowly  with 
the  Icfs  of  his  horfe,  which  was  kill- 
ed.    Every  body   faid,  he   behaved 
that  day  with  uncommon  refolution, 
as  to  perf(>nal  bravery,  but   did  not 
give  him  much  credit  for  his  judg- 
ment  as  a  General.     I   heard   that 
about  170  prifoners  were  brought  on 
board,  but  do   not  recolledl  at   what 
place,  or  in  what  manner  they  were 
taken,  being  only  about  ten  minutes 
on  board,  I  could  not  poflibly  colledt 
fo  many  particulars  as  I  wifhed. 

General  Agnew  had  got  a  flight 
wound  on  the  flioulder,  and  I  was 
told  thit  Major  Hope,  Capt.  Thorne, 
and  Lieut.  Haftings,  were  flightly 
wounded,  and  a  Captain  in  Brown's 
corps,  who  was  faid  to  be  the  only 
one  in  danger.  I  was  told  that  Ge- 
neral Tryon  had  returned  that  corps 
public  thanks  for  their  very  gallant 
behaviour. 

General  Tryon's  detachment  con- 
fifted  of  about  2000  men  from  the 
4th,  15th,  23d,  27th,  44th,  and 
64th  regiments,  and  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Brown's  corps,  with  12  of  the 
17th  light  dragoons,  and  fix  light 
field  pieces.  They  landed  on  Friday 
the  25th  of  April  at  Norwalk  Bay, 
and  proceeded  firft  to  Danbury,  from 
which  they  returned  by  way  of  Ridge- 
field, and  re-embarked  on  Monday 
afternoon,  the 28th.  AnditbeingGe- 
neral  Tryon's  orders  to  return  as  foon 
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as  tills  fervice  was  performeJ.,  they    poffible  to  procure  carriages  to  bring 


iailed  immediately  for  New- York 

Captain  Duncan,  of  the  Eagle, 
had  the  command  of  the  naval  de- 
partment, having  with  him  the  Se- 
negal and  Swan  floops  of  war.  No 
accident  of  any  Icind  happened  to  any 
of  the  ihipping. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  the  fubftance 
of  the  information  I  had  time  to 
collea. 


off  any  part  of  the  ftores,  they  were 
effedually  dellroyed  ;  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which  the  village  was  un- 
avoidably burnt. 

On  the  27  th  in  the  morning  the 
troops  quitted  Danbury,  and  met 
with  little  oppofition  until  they  came 
near  to  Ridgefield,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  General  Arnold,  who  had 
thrown  up  entrenchments  to  difpute 


G.  HuTCHTN'SON,  Aid de  Camp,     the  pafTage,  while  General  V/ooiler 
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ExtraS  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Sir 
Willi  am  Ho-xve  to  Lor  J  George  Ger- 
Tiiaine,  dated  Ne-iv-Ttri,    May   22, 

1777- 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's  difpatches  by  Ma- 
jor Balfour,  in  the  Augufta,  arrived 
on  the  8th  inftant  ;  but  as  the  pre- 
fent  conveyance  is  by  a  private  mer- 
chant fhip,  I  fhall  defer  anfwering 
them  particularly  until  the  failing  of 
the  packet,  which  will  be  in  a  Ihort 
time. 

In  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  April 
I  mentioned  an  embarkation  of  troops 
detached  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor General  Tryon,  for  the  dcftruc- 
tion  of  one  of  the  enemy's  magazines 
ofprovifions  and  ftores,  collefled  at 
Danbury  in  Connefticut.  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  reporting  to  your 
Lordfhip  the  fuccefs  of  that  expedi- 
tion, and  to  inclofe  a  return  of  the 
ftores  deftroyed. 

The  troops  landed  without  oppo- 


fition in  the  afternoon  of  the  25  th  of    of  recovery 


hung  upon  the  rear  with  a  feparate 
corps.  The  village  was  forced,  and 
the  enemy  drove  back  on  all  fides. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  night  at 
Ridgefield,  and  renewed  his  march 
on  the  morning  of  the   28th.     The 
enemy  having   been  reinforced  with 
troops    and   cannon,  difputed   every 
advantageous   fituation,    keeping   at 
the  fame  time  rm.,11  parties  to  harrafs 
the  rear,  until  the  General  had  form- 
ed his  detachment   upon  a  height, 
wiihin  cannon  fhot  of  the  (hippmg, 
when  the  enemy  advanc'ng,  feemingly 
with  an  intention  to  attack  him,  he 
ordered   the  troops    to  charge   with 
their  bayonets,  whicli  was  executed 
with  fuch  impetuolity  that  the  rebels 
were  totally  put   to  flight,  and  the 
detachment   embarked  v/ithout  fur- 
ther moleftation. 

The  inclofed  return  fet  forth  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  King's  troops, 
and  that  of  the  enemy  from  die  beft 
information  ;  but  I  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  inform  your  Lordihip  our 
v/ounded  cfiicers  are  in  the  faireft  way 


April,  about  four  miles  to  ihe  Eaft- 
vvard  of  Norwaik,  and  20  from  Dan- 
bury. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  the 
detachment  reached  Danbury,  meet- 
ing only  fmall  parties  of  the  enemy 
on  the  march ;  but  General  Trycn 
having  intelligence  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  country  was  coUefting, 
to  take  every  advantage  of  the  ftrong 
ground  he  was  to  pafs  on  his  return 
to  the  {hipping,  and  finding  it  im- 


The  enemy's  army  in  Jerfey  has 
been  encamped  fome  days  near  to 
Boundbrook.  Lord  Ccrnwallis  is 
alfo  encamped  at  Brunfwick  on  each 
fide  of  the  Rariton,  and  upon  the 
communication  between  that  place 
and  Amboy  ;  Major  General  Vangh- 
han's  coips  being  encamped  at  the 
latter  place,  making  ufe  of  the  tents 
of  laft  year,  the  camp  equipage  of 
the  prefent  not  being  yet  arrived. 
Kis  Lordihip  has  alfo  thrown  a  bridge 

over 
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ever  the    Rariton    at  the  town   of 
Brunfwick. 

l»y  various  accounts  received  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Albany,  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  feme  advanced 
parties  from  the  Northern  army  have 
appeared  at  Crown  Point,  and  that 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  will  be  upon  the 
Lake  early  in  June. 
Return  of  the  rtores,  ordnance,  pro- 

vinons.  Sec.  as  nearly  as  could  be 

afcertained,    found    at  the    rebels 

ftores,  and  deilroyed  by  the  King's 

troops  at  Danbury,  &c.  in  Con- 

iiedicut,  April  27,   1777. 

A  quantity  of  ordnance  ftores,  with 
iron,  &c. 

4CC0  barrels  of  beef  and  pork. 

1000  barrels  of  flour. 

TOO  laro-e  tierces  of  bilket. 

S9  barrels  of  rice. 

I  20  puncheons  of  rum. 

Several  large  ftores  of  wheat,  oats, 
and  Indian  corn,  in  bulk;  the  quan- 
tity thereof  could  not  polfibly  be  af- 
certained. 

■^o  pipes  of  wine. 

ioo  hcpfneads  of  fuffar. 

50  ditto  of  molaHis. 

20  caflcs  of  coffee. 

1 5  large  cafks  filled  with  medi- 
cines of  all  kinds. 

10  barrels  of  faltpetre. 

1020  tents  and  marquees. 

A  number  of  iron  boilers. 

A  "large  quantity  of  hofpital  bed- 
ding, &c. 

Engineers,  pioneers,  and  carpen- 
ters tools. 

A  printing-prefs  complete. 

Tar,  tallow,  &c. 

5000  pairs  of  flioes  and  ftockings. 
At   a  mill   between  Ridgeberry  and 

Ridgefield    ico  barrels   of  flour, 

and  a  quantity  of  Indian  corn. 
At  the  bridge  at   the  Weil  Brace  cf 

Norvvalk  river,  and   in   the  woods 

contiguous. 
1 00  hoglheads  cf  rurr; . 
Several  cheib  cf  arms. 
Paper  cartridges, 
i'ield  forges. 
5C3  tents. 
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Return  cf  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing   of  the  following  corps  on 
the  27th  and  28th  of  April,  upon 
the  expedition    under    the    com- 
mand of  Major-General  Tryon. 

4th  regim.'^nt,  1  captain,  i  ferjeant, 
1 5  rank  and  file,  wounded  j  2  rank 
and  file  miifrng. 

15th  ditto,  8  rank  and  file  killed; 
1  captain,  i  ferjeant,  i^  rank  and 
file  wounded ;  2  rank  and  file  mif- 
fing. 

23dditto,  5  rank  and  file  killed;  t 
iubaltern,  1  ferjeant,  18  rank  and 
file  wounded;  10  rank  and  file 
mifTm?. 

O 

27th  ditto,  I  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
1  field  officer,  i  captain,  1  fubal- 
tern,  10  rank  and  file  wounded  ; 
6  rank  and  file  miffing. 

44th  ditto,  3    rank  and   file  killed ; 

I  field  officer,  3  ferjeants,  1 2  rank 
and  file  wounded  ;  i  drummer  and 
fifer,  4  rank  and  file  miffing. 

64th  ditto,    I    captain,   i    fubaltcrn, 

I I  rank  and  file  wounded. 
Prince  of  Wales's  American  Volun- 
teers, I  drummer  and  fifer,  6  rank 
and  file  killed ;  1  field  officer,  2 
captains,  3  ferjeants,  1 1  rank  and 
file  v/ounded ;  3  rank  and  file  mif- 
fing. 

Total,  I  drummer  and  fifer,  23  rank 
and  fie  killed ;  3  field  officers,  6 
captains,  3  fubalterns,  9  ferjeants, 
92  rank  and  file  wounded ;  1 
drummer  and  fifer,  27  rank  and 
file  miflinf. 

o 

P,.oyaI  Artillery,  2  additionals  kil- 
led; 3  m.atrofTes,  1  wheeler  woun- 
ded ;  I  matrofs  miffing. 

(Signed)  W.  HOV/E. 

4th regiment,  Capt.  Thornewourtded. 

t5th,  C.iptam  l)irmas.  Lieutenant 
Haflings,  cf  i  zth  regiment,  ading 
as  a  volunteer,  wounded. 

27th,  Major  Ccnran,  Captain  Ru- 
therford, Enfign  Minchin  woun- 
ded. 

23d,  Second  Lieutenant  Price,  Vo- 
iunieer  V'u'c  v/ounded. 

44th,  Maior  Hope  wounded, 

64th, 
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64th,  Captain   Calder,  Enfign  Mer- 
cer wounded. 
Prince  of  Wales's  American  Volun- 
teer's,   Colonel    Browne,    Captain 
Lyman,  Captain  Seen  wounded. 
71  ft   regiment.  Captain  Simon  Fra- 

7.er,  a  Volunteer,  wounded. 
Return  cf   the    Rebels    killed   and 
wounded  on  the  27th  and  28th  of 
April,   1777,  in    Connedicut,  by 
the   detachment   under  the   com- 
mand of  Major  General  Tryon. 
KILLED. 
General   Wooiler,   Colonel     Goold, 
Colonel  Lamb  cf  the    Artillery, 
Colonel  Henman,  Dr.  Atwater,  a 
man      of   confiderable    influence. 
Captain  Cooe,  Lieutenant  Thomp- 
fcn,   tco  privates. 

V/  O  U  N  D  E  D. 
Colonel  V.'hiting,  Capt.  Benjamin, 
Lieut.  Cooe,  2^0  privates. 
TAKE     N. 
50  privates,   including  feveral  com- 
mittee men. 

Admv altx  Office,  June  24,  1777. 
Vice- Admiral  Gay  ton, Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefly's  fhips  on  the 
Jp.maica  flation,  writes,  in  his  letter 
of  the  2d  of  lall  month,  that  the 
whole  number  of  rebel  veliels  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Ihips  under  his 
command,  amounted  to  124  fail. 
[London  Giizette.'\ 

An  American  accounr  of  the  preceding 
aSiion  (from  the  Connefticut  Jour- 
nal.) 

On  Friday  the  25th  of  April, 
twenty-fix  fail  of  the  enemy's  Ihips 
appeared  off  Norwalk  Illands,  land- 
ing in  for  Cedar  Point,  where  they 
anchored  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  and 
foon  began  landing  troops ;  by  ten 
o'clock  they  had  landed  two  bri- 
gades, confining  cf  upvvards  of  tv/o 
thoufand  men,  and  marched  imme- 
diately for  Danbury,  v.here  they  ar- 
rived the  next  day  at  two  o'clock 
P.  M.  The  handful  of  Continental 
troops  there,  were  obliged  to  evacuate 
the  town, having  pre\ioully  fccured  a 


part   of  the   ftores,  provlfions,    ice. 
The  enemy,  on  their  arrival,  began 
burning   and    deftroying    the   llores, 
houfes,  provifions,  lS:c.     On  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  enemy,  the  country- 
was  alarmed :  early  the  next  morn- 
ing. Brigadier  Gen.  Silliman,  with 
about  500  militia,  (all  that  were  col- 
ledled)  purfued  the  enemy;  at  Read- 
ing he  was  joined  by  Major  General 
Wooller,  and  Brigadier  General  Ar- 
nold.    The  heavy  rain  all  the  after- 
noon retarded  che  march  of  our  troops 
fo  much,    that    they    did  not  reacli 
Bethel   (a    village   two    miles    from 
Danbury)  till  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
much  fatigued,  and  their  arms  ren- 
dered ufelefs  by  being  wet.     It  was 
thought  prudent  to  refrelh  the  men, 
and  attack  the  enemy  on  their  re- 
turn. Early  the  next  morning,  (which 
proved  rainy)  the  whole  were  in  mo- 
tion ;   2CO  men  remained  with  Gen. 
Wooller,  and    about   400    were   de- 
tached under  Gen.  Arnold  and  Gen. 
Silliman,    on    the    road   leading  to 
Norwalk.     At  9  o'clock  A.  M.  in- 
telligence was  received  that  the  ene- 
my had  taken   the  road  leadijig  to 
Norwalk,    of  which   Gen.   Woofter 
was  advifed,  and  purfued  them,  with 
whom   he   came    up    about    eleven 
o'clock,  when  a  fmart  Ikirmifh  en- 
fued,  in  whicii  Gen.  Woofter,  who 
behaved  with  great  intrepidity,  un- 
fortunately received  a  wound  by   a 
muficet  ball,  through  the  groin,  which, 
it  is  feared  v/ill  prove  mortal.     Ge- 
neral   Arnold,    by    a   forced    march 
acrofs  the  country,  reached  Ridgefield 
at  1 1  o'clock,  and  having  pofted  his 
fmall  party  (being  joined  by  about 
100  men)    of  500  men,  waited  the 
approach  of  the  army,  v/ho  were  fooa 
dilcovered  advancing  in   a  column, 
with  three  field  pieces  in  front,  and 
tliree  in  rear,  and  large  flank  guards 
of  near  200  men  in  each.     At  noon 
they  began  diicharging  their    artil- 
lery, and   were  foon  within  mulket 
lliot,  Vv-hen  a  fmart  action  enfued  be- 
tween   thi-   whole,  which  continued 

about 
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about  an  honr,  in  which  our  man  be- 
haved with  great  fpirit,  but  being 
overpowered  by  numbers,  wereobliged 
to  give  way,  though  not  until  the 
enemy  v/ere  raifing  a  fmall  breaft- 
v/ork,  thrown  acrofs  the  way,  at 
which  General  Arnold  had  taken 
poft  with  about  two  hundred  men 
(the  reft  of  our  fmall  body  were  pofted 
on  the  flanks)  who  afted  with  great 
fpirit ;  the  General  had  his  liorfe  {hot 
under  him  when  the  enemy  were 
within  ten  yards  of  him,  but  luckily 
received  no  hurt;  recovering  him- 
felf,  he  drew  his  pillols  and  ihot  the 
foldier,  who  was  advancing  with  his 
iix^d  bayonet.  He  then  ordered  his 
troops  to  retreat  through  a  fliower  of 
fmall  and  grape  ihot.  In  this  action 
the  enemy  fuffered  very  confiderably, 
leaving  about  30  dead  and  wounded 
on  the  ground,  and  befides  a  number 
unknown,  buried.  Here  we  had  the 
misfortune  of  lofing  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Goold,  one  fubaltern,  and  fe- 
veral  privates  killed  and  wounded. 
It  was  found  impoflible  to  rally  our 
troops,  and  General  Arnold  ordered 
a  ftand  to  be  made  at  Sagatuck 
Brido-e,  where  it  was  expected  the 
enemy  would  pafs. 

At-nrne-o'clock  A.  M.  the  28th, 
about  500  men  were  collefted  at  Sa- 
gatuck Bridge,  including  part  of  two 
companies  of  Col.  Lamb's  battalion 
of  artillery,  with  three  field  pieces, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Of- 
wald,  one  field  piece,  with  part  of 
the  artillery  from  Fairfield,  fixty 
Continental  troops,  and  three  com- 
panies of  volunteers  from  New  Haven, 
with  whom  Generals  Arnold  and 
Silliman  took  poft  about  two  miles 
above  the  bridge.  Soon  after  the 
enemy  appeared  in  fight,  their  rear 
was  attacked  by  Col.  Huntington, 
(commanding  a  party  of  500  men) 
who  fent  to  Gen.  Arnold  for  in- 
ftruftions  and  for  feme  officer  to  allift 
him.  — Gen.  Silliman  was  ordered  to 
his  affiftance  ;  the  enemy  finding  our 
troops  advantageoufly  pofted,  made 


a  halt,  and  after  fome  little  time 
wheeled  oft'  to  the  left,  and  forded 
Sagatuck  river,  three  miles  above 
the  bridge.  Gen.  Arnold  obferving 
this  motion,  ordered  the  whole  to 
march  direftly  to  the  bridge  to  attack 
the  enemy  in  flank.  Gen.  Silliman 
at  the  fame  time  to  attack  their  rear ; 
the  enemy  by  running  full  fpced  had 
pafled  the  bridge  on  Fairfield  fide 
with  their  main  body,  before  our 
troops  could  pafs  it.  Gen.  Silliman 
finding  it  impoflible  to  overtake  the 
enemy  in  their  rout,  proceeded  to 
the  bridge.  When  the  whole  were 
formed,  they  marched  in  two  co- 
lumns with  two  field  pieces  on  the 
right,  the  other  on  the  left  of  the 
enemy,  when  a  fmart  fkirmifti  and 
firing  of  field  pieces  enfued,  which 
continued  about  three  hours.  The 
enemy  having  gained  the  high  hill 
of  Compo,  feveral  attempts  were 
made  to  diflodge  them,  but  without 
effe£l.  The  enemy  landed  a  number 
of  frefh  troops  to  cover  their  embar- 
kation, which  they  efl'eiled  a  little 
before  fun-fet,  weighed  anchor  im- 
mediately, and  flood  acrofs  the  Sound 
for  Huntingdon  on  Long-Ifland. 

Our  lofs  cannot  be  exaftly  afcer- 
tained,  no  return  being  made.  It  is 
judged  to  be  about  fixty  killed  and 
wounded.  We  made  about  twenty 
prifoners. 

Other    Particulars,  brought  by 
a  tran/port,  nvhich  arrz<ved  in  Eng- 
land three  or  four  days   after   the 
Packet,  luhich  brought  the  firji  ac- 
count,  in  pages  \  47  and  1 48 . 
General  Howe  had  been  informed, 
that  Mr.  Waftiington  had  fome  very 
confiderable    magazines    in    Croat- 
landt's  Manor :  he  wanted  to  deftroy 
them,  as  the  moft  eft'eftual  mode  of 
diftrefling  the  enemy  at  the  opening 
of  the  campaign.     The   objeft  was 
important,  but  the  execution  proved 
abortive.     He  firft  fent  the  party  up 
the  North  River,  but  they  did  no- 
thing.  He  next  fent  General  Tryon, 
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v.'ivh  two  thoufand  men,  500  of  whom 
were  Scotch  and  Irilli,  who  had  come 
in  and  joined   General  Howe,  fiiice 
hib  arrival  at  New- York,  up  theE:ilt 
Ki\'er.     They  landed    at   Norwalk, 
and   proceeded,  without  hindrance, 
to  Ridgeneld  and  Danbury,  at  which 
places,  as  General  Howe  had  been 
informed,  the  Americans  had  formed 
one  or  two  confiderable  magazines, 
frorn  their  principal  ftorcs,  in  Croat- 
landt    Manor.       This    information 
proved    /alfe ;     for     when     General 
I'ryon  advanced  to  Ridgeneld   and 
Danbury,  he  could  not  hnd  any  ma- 
gazine, unlefs  a  quantity  of  rum  con- 
cealed in  a  wood  can  be  called  a  ma- 
gazine.    The  hogflieads  were  ftaved. 
In    feveral   of  the   houfes,    in    both 
Danbury  and  Ridgefield,  they  were 
informed    there 'were    rum,     fugar, 
fnoes,^c.    In  order  to  delboy  thefe, 
in  the  quickeil  manner  poffible,  all 
fuch  houfes  were  immediately  iet  on 
iire.      The    Americans    having    no 
troops  at  either  place,    both    towns 
were  nearly  conuimed..    When  this 
was  effeded,  it  was  refolved  to  return 
to  the  (hips  ;  but  the  American  mi- 
litia, wlio  were  watching  the  motions 
of  the  King's  troops  up  tlie  North 
River,  hearing  of  the  operations  at 
Danbury  and   RidgeHeld,    hailened 
to  the  relief  of  thofe  places,  but  came 
too  late  to  be  of  any  fervice  in  faving 
them,    and,    therefore,    by  a  quick 
march,    got   on  both  hdes  the   road, 
by  which  tlie  King's   troops  were   to 
inarch  in  their  return    to  the  fhips. 
A  fort  of  ruiining   hgiit  began  ;    in 
which  both   fides    fuft'ered  confidera- 
bly.     Of  the  firing,   ibme  judgjment 
may  be  form.ed,  v.'hen,  it  is  cercain, 
the  King's  troops    landed  with  Jixty 
rounds  each  man,  had    not  any   oc- 
cafion  to  fire  their  pieces  once  until 
this  attack   began,  and    that  when 
they  had  got  to  their  boats,  they  had 
not  cne  round  left.     The   men  were 
fo   exceedingly    tired   and   fatigued 
w  ith  this  long  and  harraOing  march, 
that   when   thev  reached  the  water- 


fide,  the  failors  were  obliged  to  life 
molt  of  them  into    t\\e  boat.s.     Had 
any  accident  happened   to  the  boats 
or  vefiels,  fucJi  as  a  Itorm,  ccz.  the 
troops  mult  inevitably,  every  man, 
have  been  made  prifoners,  or  cut  to 
pieces.      The    lols     of    the  King's 
troops  is  between  360  and    380  in 
killed,  wounded,    and  milling,    be- 
fides     all  the   waggons   which   they 
took  with   them,  not  one  of  which 
they  brought   back ;    they  v^cre   in- 
tended for  forage.     Tlie  Vvdioie  was 
a   filly  expedition  ;   has  anlwercd  no 
purpofc  whatever,  except  to  give  fur- 
tlier  provocation.       There    was     no 
magazine  for  the  fervice  of  the  ene- 
my's army :  what  there  wns,  may  in 
fome  degree  be  called  a  f^ore  of  coun- 
try goods  ;   though  it  hardly  dcferves 
that  name.     There    are    a   hundred 
fucli    in    different  places.      General 
Tryon  was  feled:ed  for  this   buhnefs, 
in  hopes,  his  appearance  in  the  coun- 
try would  draw  numbers  to  join  him. 
But  it  had  not  that  effctl.     He  made 
no  doubt  of  four  or  five  thoufand  men 
joining  him  when  he  got   into  the 
country !    But  he   has  no    influence 
beyond  New  York.     General   Howe 
is  in  great  diftrefs  for  forage.     In  the 
judgment   cf  every  fenfihie    man  at 
New  York,    the  conquell   of  Ame- 
rica appears    every    day  more    and 
more  imprafticabie. 

The  King's  army,  in  general, 
and  particularly  the  troops  at  New- 
York  and  Amboy,  are  exceeding 
lickly  of  a  dyfentry,  which  carries 
of!"  numbers  of  them  daily.  The 
Country  round  Amboy  is  a  perfect 
defart  for  feveral  miles,  owing  to  a 
proclamation  ifllied  by  General 
Wafliiiiffton,  in  Ivlarch,  ordering  all 
the  provillons  and  forage  in  Jeriey  to 
be  removed  out  cf  tlue  provinee ;  and 
all  that  was  not,  to  be  dcftroyed. 
Had  this  been  done  at  the  bepinnin? 
of  winter.  General  Howe  would  not 
have  had  a  horfe  alive.  General 
Howe  cannot  take  the  £eld  till  the 

U  end 


(     rS!-    ) 


end  of  May.     Very  iew  Americans 
have  joined  General  Howe  :    at  the 
utmolt  they  are  not  five  hundred  ;  the 
people  who    have   joined     him    are 
refugees   from     Bolton,   people  who 
have  been  driven  out  of  Virginia^  &c. 
chiefly  Scotch  and    Iriih,    and  fome 
Englilh.     They  are  formed   into  i  3 
regiments  of  300  men  each.     During 
the  months  of  March  and  April,  the 
King's  army  are  reckoned  to  have  loft 
near  three  thoufand  men  in    Jerfey. 
There   are  imprifoned    at  Lancafter 
nnd    that    neighbourhood     fourteen 
humJred     Heflians.     Many     of    the 
Heffians  have  lately  deferted  ;    fcarce 
a  day  pafies  without  fome  of  them 
going  off.     By  deferters  fi'om  Gene- 
ral Wafliington  his  army  (including 
what  was   with   General   Putnam    at 
Prince-town)    v/as   faid   to   be    forty 
thoufand  men  on  the  29th  of  April. 
They    are   chiefly  Southern   troops. 
The' Virginia  corps  is  reckoned  the 
beft,  and  conffts    of  8000    effedive. 
Lord  Howe   is    informed,    that  the 
•  thirteen   frigates   lately  built  in    dif- 
ferent ports  by  the  Congrels  are   all 
compleatly  manned,  and  out  at  fea. 
General   Grant  is  far  from  being  in 
high  favour  v/ith  either  Lord  Corn- 
wallis   or   General    Howe.     A     dif- 
ference has  broke  out  between   Ge- 
neral  Howe    and    General    Tryon ; 
the   latter  wanted  a.  provincial  ftaiF, 
which  the  former  refufed  to  grant. 

What  gives  difguft  is  the  partiality 
General  Howe  (hev/s  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  It  was  this  and  this  only  that 
occafioned  Lord  Percy  to  leave  the 
army :  he  had  the  poft  that  was  fit 
for  a  brigadier  general,  though  he 
was  a  lieutenant  general ;  and  Lord 
Cornwallis  has  the  poft  that  is  proper 
for  a  lieutenant  general. 

Lord  Cornwallis  furprlfed  a  little 
poft  at  Boundbrook,  but  did  not 
think  proper  to  ftay  ;  he  returned  as 
fafl:  as  he  could  to  Brunfwick.  And 
the  Provincials  in  turn  furprifed  his 
poft  at  Bonum  town.  Thefe  circum- 
fiftuces    afford    a  very,   unpromifing 


profpeft  of  cortnueft  ;  as  they  iliewv 
that  whenever  any  parties  of  the- 
King's  troops  are  fent  out,  they  can 
ftay  but  a  few  minutes ;  they  are 
obliged  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
back  as  foon  as  poffible,  kit  the 
country  ftiould  be  alarmed,  and  their 
retreat  be  cut  off. 

The  Congrefs  (fmce  the  arrival 
of  the  ftores  from  France)  have  or- 
dered fix  feventy-four  gun  fliips  to 
be  built  as  faft  as  poffible.  The  tim- 
bers have  been,  cut  for  them  fome 
time.  The  keels  of  two  of  them 
were  laid  about  the  middle  of  April., 

The  infamous  manner  of  plunder- 
ing, begun  firft  by  the  Hefiians,  and: 
now  praftifed  by  the  whole  army, 
is  mentioned  in  every  letter  trom. 
America.  The  conftant  a.nd  innu- 
merable raviftiments  of  the  farmers 
wives  and  daughters  are  truly  ftiock- 
ing ;  and  fome  of  the  circumftances 
are  fo  aftefting,  fo  brutal  and  cruel, 
that  decency' will  not  permit  them 
to  be  related^  As  to  the  plundering, 
there  is  nothing  fo  common  as  to 
fee  the  foldiers  wives,  and  other  wo- 
men, who  follow  the  army,  carrying 
each  three  or  four  filk  gowns,  fine 
linen,  Sec.  &c.  which  have  been  ftolen 
by  the  foldiers  from  the  different 
houfes  in  their  march,  or  where  they 
laft  flept ;  many  of  the  foldiers  have 
got  watches,  v/hich  they  have  ftolen 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  officers^, 
at  leaft  feverai  of  them,  are  not  (ree 
from  thefe  practices;  and  the  con- 
fiderable  remittances  Vv'hich.  they  have 
made  to  England,  are  urged  as- 
proofs  of  the  gain  they  have  made 
by  plunder.  Thefe  cruelties  and 
robberies  have  irritated  the  Ame- 
ricans beyond  the  poffibility  of  ex- 
preffion,  and"  have  put  peace  to- 
tally out  of  fight.  And  as  to  con- 
queft,'  it  is  ridiculous,  unlefs  the 
army  was  at  leaft  three  times  larger 
than  it  is,  to  be  ftationed  in  every 
place  it  conquers,  and  thereby  to 
kold  every  place  by  military  power. ; 
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th^  whole  army  to  be  paid,  recruited, 
and  fed   from  England. 


Hertford,  May  7.  Governor  Tryon 
having  collected  a  gang  of  ftarved 
wretches  from  among  the  Eritilh 
troops  and  Tories,  came  over  from 
Long-liland  the  26th  u!t,  and  landed 
.It  Campo,  between  Norwalk  and 
Fairfield,  from  thence  they  beat 
throneh  the  woods  to  Danburv, 
where  they  found  a  quantity  of  pro- 
A'ifion,  fome  of  which  they  eat,  and 
fome  tiiey  dellroyed,  and  fome  they 
attempted  to  carry  oft";  but  a  number 
of  people  colleding,  alarmed  their 
guilty  fears,  and  caufed  them  to  flee 
back  with  precipitation,  through 
thick  and  thin,  wet  and  dry,  rough 
and  fmooth,  leaving  bag  and  bag- 
gage, about  50  killed,  and  20  taken 
prifcners,  18  or  20  of  whom  are  now 
in  gaol  in  this  place.  Thus  ended  the 
glorious  expedition  of  Tryon.  He 
found  fuch  good  picking  while  Go- 
vernor of  New-York,  that  his  head 
aches  beyond  conception  to  get  pof- 
feflion  of  that  government  again  : 
but  he  mull:  gnaw  his  trencher  a 
great  while  before  that  time  arrives. 
We  expeft  another  vifit  from  thefe 
hungry  bellies  in  a  (hort  time,  that 
it  may  be  proper  enough  to  keep  a 
good  look-out.    [^(Connecticut  'Journal. 

Ne^hai-en,  April  30.  A  Member 
©fCongrefs,  in  a  letter  dated  April 
15,  1777,  writes  to  his  friend  in  this 
town  (Newhaven)  That  an  extraSi  of 
a  letter  from  England  to  the  CommiJ- 
Jioiiers  (Dr.  Franklin,  &c.  in  France) 
mentiom,  that  the  BritiJIj  Mijiijlry  in- 
tended totally  to  dejiroy  the  Nevu  Eng- 
land States^  and  make  Jluves  of  the 
Southern.  [Hid. 


Ne^--Tork,   May  12,    1 777. 

Majors  Balfour  and  Gardiner  ar- 
rived in  the  Augufta,  of  64  guns, 
from  Plymouth.  The  Ihip  lailed 
fiom  Portfmouth  the  28th  of  March. 

Came  paflengers  in  the  Augulla 
(iUoj  Daniel  Wicr^  Efq.  Commillary 


General    to   the   army,    under    the 
command   of   Sir    William   Howe  5. 
Daniel   Chamier,    Efq.     being   pro- 
moted to  the  place  of  Auditor  Ge- 
neral, Sec.  kc. 

The  Americans  fay  that  the  King's 
troops,  employed  in  deltroying  the 
magazines  at  Danbury,  "  behaved, 
with  great  barbarity,  wantonly  and. 
cruelly  murdering  the  wounded  pri- 
foners  who  fell  into  their  hands,  and 
plundering  the  inhabitants,  burning 
and  dcilroying  every  thing  in  their 
way.'' 

Nei'.'-Tork,  May  19.  L aft  Saturday 
fevennight,  about  four  in  the  after- 
noon, a  body  of  about  20C0  rebels, 
which  had  been  colledled  fi-om  the 
neighbouring  pofts  of  Quibbletown, 
Samptov/n,  Weftfleld,  Chatham,  Szc. 
commanded  by  Brigadier  Generals 
Stevens  and  IV'Iaxvvcll,  attacked  the 
picquet  of  the  42 d  or  Royal  Highland 
regiment  at  Pifcataway,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stirling.  The 
picquet,  which  \v.as  in  a  fhort  time 
fupported  by  two  companies,  ad- 
vanced into  the  wood,  where,  not- 
withftanding  the  very  fuperior  num- 
ber of  the  rebels,  they  maintained 
their  ground,  until  they  were  joined 
by  the  reil  of  the  regiment,  when  a 
very  heavy  fire  commenced,  which 
obliged  the  rebels  to  retreat  in  the 
greateft  confufion  towards  their  left, 
where  they  fell  in  with  the  light  in- 
fantry, quartered  between  Pifcataway 
and  Bonham  Town,  who  were  ad- 
vancing to  fupport  the  4 2d.  The 
whole  of  the  rebels  now  gave  way, 
and  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion, our  troops  parfuing  them  clofe 
to  their  encamipment  (on  the  heights 
nearMotuchen  meeting-houfe)  which 
they  began  to  fl;rike  with  the  greateft 
terror. 

The  ardour  of  the  troops  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  with  ditficulty  they 
could  be  reftrained  from  ftorming  the 
encampment ;  but  night  coming  on, 
they  were  ordered  to  return  to  their 
cantonments.     In  this  affair  we  had 
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two  officers  and  26  men  killed  and 
woundeci. 

Yefterday  fevennieht  a  floop  with 
a  flag  of  truce  arri\'ed  here  from  Al- 
bany, by  Vt'hom  we  are  informed, 
that  previous  cc  her  departure  an  ex- 
prefs  arrived  from  Ticondei-oga  with 
intelligence,  that  fixtecn  fail  of  vef- 
fels,  and  a  number  of  boats,,  with 
part  of  General  Sir  Guy  Carieton's 
array,  were  in  fight  of  Crown  Point, 
and  that  the  whole  army  were  fup- 
pcfed  to  be  upon  their  pafiage :  that 
the  garrifon  of  Ticcndercga  confilb 
of  only  1500  men,  fick  included; 
that  the  rebels  were  perfecuting  the 
friends  of  Government  with  unre- 
mitting indullry :  that  John  Monro, 
E{c].  Major  Hcgan,  Lieutenant 
Hughfton,  and  Mr.  Chaj-ity  French, 
were  fentenced  to  fuller  death  :  that 
one  Mr.  Mawbie,  and  two  other 
gentlemen,  were  hanged  lail  week 
at  l\-;ck's  Kill  ;  and  that  tliirteen 
others  were  to  have  been  executed  at 
Fort  Montgommery  on  Friday  laft  : 
thrt  in  coniequence  of  thofc  cruelt'cs 
ICO  loyal '.frs  afiembled  to  the  eall- 
ward  of  Albany,  in  order  to  relieve 
their  friends :  that  a  body  cf  400  of 
the  rebels  v/ere  fent  againft  them, 
when  a  ik.ijmifii  enfued,  in  .  which 
ei^'ht  rebels  and  three  loyabfts  were 
killed  upon  the  If  ot :  the  ioyaiills 
then  ftriu  k  into  t];t  woods,  and  got 
fafe  to  Gen.  Carieton's  army. 

Laft  Monday  afternoon  a  detach- 
ment of  his  Majefty's  nrovincial 
troops,  confuting  of  300  meii,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels Barton  and  Dongan,  marched 
from  Bergen  Town,  in  order  to  at- 
tack General  Heard,  who  lay  at 
Pennoton  with  a  party  of  rebels  of 
350.  The  various  impediments  oc- 
cafioned  by  moralles,  &;c.  rendered  it 
impoffible  for  the  troops  10  reach  the 
place  by  the  time  intended.  Col. 
Barton,  v.'ho  commanded,  held  a 
confultation,  wherein  it  was  deter- 
mined to  take  the  road  to  Paramus, 
and  to  deiiroy  fome  (lores  faid  to  be 


depof.tid.  there,  under  a  g'lard  cf  80 
or'  100  men  :  Col.  Dongan  was  pre- 
vioudv  detachev!  with  a  fmali  party 
to  Saddle  Rivei  and  Slotterdam,  i;i 
order  to  furpnze  a  party  of  rebels, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Mari- 
nas and  two  oth.ers :  the  Colonel  ar- 
rived at  the  place  at  the  dawn  of  dav, 
made  the  attack,  carried  his  point, 
took  the  Captain,  his  Lieutenant, 
and  three  others,  together  with  a 
fmall  calk  of  pov/der,  fome  ball, 
eight  or  nine  iland  of  arms,  a  drum, 
and  fome  other  articles.  In  this  Ikir-' 
mifh  the  Colonel  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  Capt.  Hardnut,  a  worthy 
ollicer,  woimded  in  the  groin  bv  a 
bayonet,  but  not  mortally.  CoL 
Barton  marched  on  to  Paramus, 
drove  the  rebels  from  their  ftrono- 
holds,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  to 
the  woods.  The  bravery  of  the  pro- 
vincial troops  on  this  occafion  does 
them  honour. 

By  a  gentleman  arrived  here  laft 
Tuefday  from  Albany,  which  place 
he  left  on  Wcdnefday  the  jtli  inlrant, 
we  learn,  that  a  party  of  Indians  had 
attacked  the  picquet  guard  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  fcalped  four,  and  taken  the 
reft  prifoners ;  that  the  Committee  of 
tlie.city  of  Albany  inflift  great  ha^d- 
fliips  on  the  friends  of  Government ; 
that  a  number  of  their  emilTarics  in 
conducing  fome  friends  cf  Govern- 
ment, whom  they  had  taken  pri- 
foners, through  Levingfton's  Manor, 
were  attacked  by  a  number  of  loy- 
alifcs,  who  refcued  their  friends ; 
but  the  rebels  being  reinforc.id  next 
aay,  they  attacked  the  loyalifts,  v/ho 
Vs-ere  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  war.  Th^  rebels  liave  fuiik  a 
number  of  chevaux  de  frize  oppohte 
Nev/  Windfor,  but  are  not  very  fan- 
guine  in  their  expectations  that  they 
will  cbftruil  the  navigation. 

The  rebels,  we  are  affured,  are 
again  bufy  at  Danbary,  in  collecting 
provifions,  &c.  and  intend  to  ere£l 
fome  fortifications  at  that  place,  in 
order  to  fecure  their  ftores. 

The 


c 

The  Heet  from  this  port  for  Quebec 
^irrivcd  at  Halifax  on  the  27  th  of 
April.  [NfW'l'ork  Gazette. 

Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Lord  George 
Germaine  to  Cover  nor  Tryon,  dated 
Whitehall,  March  3,    1777- 

"  When  i  had  the  honour  to  lay 
your  difpatches  before  the  King,  his 
Majelly  obferved,  with  great  fatis- 
fadion,  the  ett'ufions  of  loyalty  and 
affedion  which  break  forth  in  the  ad- 
drelles  of  his  faithful  fabjeds  upon 
their  deliverance  from  the  tyranny 
and  opprefficn  of  the  rebel  Commit- 
tees ;  and  the  proof  given  by  the  in- 
habitants of  King's  county,  of  their 
zeal  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's 
meafures,  by  fo  generoufly  contri- 
buting towards  the  expence  o^  raifing 
Colonel  Fanning's  battalion,  was 
highly  plcafmg  to  the  King,  and 
cannot  fail  of  recommending  them  to 
his  Majefty's  favour. 

*'  Should  their  example  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  King's  other  loyal  fub- 
jeds,  it  mult  be  produdive  of  the 
beft  effefts,  and  not  only  remove  all 
reproach  of  lukev.'armnefs  in  the 
caufe  of  the  conftitution,  but  have  a 
great  tendency  to  dafli  the  hopes  of 
the  rebels,  by  convincing  them,  that 
Government  has  refources  even  in 
America  for  cruifiing  their  rebellion. 
And,  for  the  greater  encouragement 
of  the  King's  faithful  fubjeils  to 
ftand  forth  upon  this  great  occafion, 
his  Majelty  is  graciouJly  pleafed  to 
authorize  you  to  give  afTurances  of 
grants  of  like  portions  of  lands  to  the 
non-commiiTioned  ofhcers  and  private 
foldiers  of  the  corps  which  fliall  be 
raifed  in  your  province,  and  continue 
in  his  Majeily's  fen/ice  during  the 
war,  as  were  given  to  his  Majeily's 
troops  of  the  fame  rank  by  the  pro- 
clamation of  1763." 

By  his  ExcJLncy  Sir  Wi  l L  j  a  m  Ho w  E , 
Knight  of  the  moft  noble  Order  of 
the  Bath. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  a  plentiful  fupply  of  ve- 
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getables,  and  of  frefli  provifions  of 
all   kinds,  will    greatly  tend  to  thi 
prcfervation  of  the  health  of  ids  Ma- 
jefty's   troops   and  others  ;    and  the 
railing  large  quantities  cf  hay,  and 
other  forage,  will  very  much  coiiduce 
to  his  Majelty's  fervice,  as  well  as  be 
of  general  ufe  :  in  order  therefore  to 
give  ail  due  encouragement  to  all  his 
Majeily's  liege  fubjeds,  fo  that  they 
may  chearfully  exert  themlelves  in 
railing  fuch  fupplies,    under  a   full 
ailin-ance  of  enjoying  all  poffiblepro- 
tedion  in  fo  doing,  1  have  thought 
fit  to  ifiue  this  Proclamation,  Ibictly 
charging  and  commanding,  that  no 
peribn  cr  perfons  whomfcever,  under 
any  colour  or  pretence  whatfoever, 
prcfume  to  trcfpafs   upon  any  inv.lo- 
fure,  or  fences  whacfoever,  now  Hand- 
ing, or   hereafter   to  be  ereded,  as 
they  will  anfvver  fur  clie  fame  at  their 
peril.    And.  to  the  end  that  this  Pro- 
clamation may  be  more  ftridly  ob- 
ferved, I  do  hereby  further  charge, 
require   and    command    ail    officers, 
foldiers  and  others,  to  ieiae  and  de- 
liver over  to  any  officer  coinmanding 
any  part  of  his  Majefty's   forces,  or 
to  the  Provoft  Marfhal,   all  liieh  per- 
fons as   tliey  fiiall  find  adinp-  in  dif- 
obedience  hereto,  in  order  that  fuch 
cirenders  may  be  brought  to  condign 
punifhment  for  the  fame  ;  hereby  de- 
claring that  any  neglect  herein  iliall 
be  confidered    and    punifhed    as   a 
breach  of  orders.     And  I  do  further 
charge  and  require  the  commanding 
ofhcers  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  officers, 
and  Provoft   Marfha!,    from  time  to 
time,  to  receive  into  cuilody  all  lack 
oitenders  as  fnail  be  brought  to  them 
as   aforefaid,  and  duly  to  inake  re- 
port thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head 
Quarters,  in  New-York,  the  twea- 
tieth  day  of  Mai^h  1777. 

W.  HOWE. 


By  his  Excellency's  command, 
Robert  Mackenzie,  Sec. 


By 
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iBv  M^j'ar  Gi'^^^'-i?/ Robert  Pi  got, 
C.c7n?}:ai:da>tt  in  NeT.v-7'ork 

PROCLAMATION. 

\Vhcrcas  great  numbers  of  the  ci- 
tizens and  foldicrs  make  it  a  cop.ftant 
praflice  to  throw  the  dirt  and  liith 
■*^>ut  of  their  hcirfes  and  yards,  into 
the  flreets  and  lanes  cf  this  ciiy ; 
which  not  only  renders  fome  cf  the 
ftreets  almcic  impaiTable,  but  may 
tend  greatly  to  injure  ilie  healtii  of 
the  inhabitants, 

I  have  therefore  thon':!:ht  fit  toifiue 
%]\\s  Proclamatiou,  her-eby  ilridUy 
chargsno^  and  commanding  all  and 
every  perfon  within  this  city,  who 
3^ave  slre.'.dy  thrown  any  dirt  or  filth 
ante  tlic  ftrcets,  immediately  tocaufe 
the  lame  to  be  removed :  and  I  do 
iiereby  firliily  forbid  all  perfons  for 
the  future  placing  any  dirt  or  filth  in 
the  fireets  or  lanes  cf  this  city  ;  of 
%vhich  all  perlbns  are  to  take  notice, 
■and  govern  themfelves  accordingly, 
jinder  pain  of  military  execution. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  New- 
York,  the  J  oth  day  of  May,  in  the 
J 7th  year  cf  his  Alajefty's  reioR, 

R.  PIGOT,  M.  G. 
And  Commandant  in  Ncv.'-York. 


The  follo-Tuing  papers  ivere  recehjed  tcs 
iate  10  be  ii,fn-ted  in  their  proper  places . 

iXATE   of  MaSSACHUSSTI  S    BaY. 

In  the  Huufe  of  Reprefeniatiics, 

'Jan.  26,  1777. 
Ordered, — That  the  following  ad- 
drefies  be  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof 
iervt  to  each  Minifter  cf  the  Gofpel 
within  this  State ;  to  whom  it  is  re- 
commended to  read  the  fame,  the 
next  Lord'3-day,  after  he  fnali  receive 
it,  ro  his  people,  imrnediateiy  after 
the  religious  exercifes  of  the  day  are 
over:  And  alfo  that  a  copy  thereof 
be  fent  to  the  Commanding  Otiicer 
of  each  company  of  the  milicia,  in 
each  tov,n  in  this  State,  to  be  read  to 
tiie  compajiies  of  militia,  while  they 
are  vtiiuer  arms,  for  the  purpofe  of 
ix'cniiti/;g  thjc  army : 


7'o  the  People  cf  the  Massacmtt- 
suTTS  Bay. 

"  Friends  and  Countrym.en  ! 

"  When  a  people  within  the  reach 
of  the  higlicit  teaiporAl  happinefs  hu- 
man nature  is  capable  of,  are  in  dan- 
ger of  having  it  wrefted  from  them, 
by  an  enemy  whofe  paths  are  marked 
%vith  blood,  and  an  infupportable 
load  of  m.iierv,  which  fucceedinc:  tc- 
nerations  malt  bear  through  centu- 
ries of  time,  is  offered  inftead  of  it ; 
to  rcufe  the  brave,  invite  the  gene- 
rous, quicken  the  flow,  and  av/aicen 
all  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger,  is  a 
meafure  as  friendly  as  it  is  important, 
1  he  danger  of  having  your  towns, 
your  families,  your  fruitful  fields,  and 
all  the  riches  and  bleiTmgs  derived 
from  the  iiiduRry  and  wifdom  of  your 
venerable  anccilors,  v/ho  may  bs 
ranked  among  the  ir.oll  virtuous  and 
brave  men  the  world  ever  produced, 
raviihed  from  you,  and  poflefled  by 
a  banditti,  whom  no  laws  can  con- 
troul,  and  whofe  aim  is  to  trample 
upon  all  the  riglits  of  humanity, 
would  be  fufflcient  to  give  the  coward 
courage,  and  animate  to  the  greateil 
feats  in  arms,  the  moft  fupine  and 
indolent.  Surely  then,  while  Ame- 
rica, the  afylum  of  happinefs  and 
freedom,  is  inverted  v/ith  a  foe,  whofe 
fole  aim  is  to  rifle  her  fon^  01  every 
cnjoym.ent  that  renders  life  defirc- 
able,  you  will  be  ready  in  arm.s,  to 
defend  your  country,  your  liberty, 
your  wives,  your  children,  and  poi- 
fefiions,  from  rapine,  abufe,  and  dc- 
ftruction. 

"  For  this  grand  and  noble  pur- 
pofe,  fo  vvor.hy  of  the  virtuous  and 
brave,  and  we  humbly  truu  (o  pleaf- 
ing  to  Almighty  God,  you  have  by 
your  delegates,  aflembled  in  Coun- 
cil for  feveral  years  pail ;  —  for  this  in 
April  1775,  you  arrayed  yourfeb/es 
in  .inns^  —  defeated  and  put  to  flight 
that  band  of  Eiritons,  wiio  uninjured, 
and  unoitended,  like  robbers  and 
inurdcicrs,    dared     to    affault    your 

peaceful 
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peaceful  manfions  ;— and  for  this  we  your  caufe,  will  Toon  be  on  theif  re- 
trult  ycu  will  be  at  all  time?  ready  to  turn  ;  — tlie  enemy,  angry  at  thechaf- 
fpend  your  blood  and  treafure.  In  tifement  jiillly  given  them,  for  their 
nddreffing  you  upon  the  important  unprovoked  cruelties  to  our  brethrea 
lubject  of  your  own  defence,  ihould  in  the  Jcrieys,  are  watching  an  oppor- 
\ve  attempt  a  narration  of  the  caufes  tunity  to  return  the  blow. — A  farther 
of  your  clanger,  the  many  petitions  draft  from  the  mi  iitia  would  fo  much 
you  have  prefented,  praying  for  burthen  the  people  of  this  State,  that 
feace,  liberty  and  fafety,  and  to  this  Court  cannot  think  of  it  witliout 
avoid  fliedding  the  blood  of  youi-  fel-  jiain  and  anxiety.  We  have  there- 
low  men,  and  the  uncxan.pled  indig-  fore,  being  certain  that  you  need  no 
nity  and  contempt  with  which  thole  other  llimulous  to  your  duty  than 
petitions  were  treated — it  would  l)e  having  the  line  of  it  drawn  for  you,  . 
undefervedly  to  impeach  you  of  inat-  direiited  that  the  number  of  men, 
tention  to  your  own  fafety.  amounting  to  one-fcventh  part  of  all 
"  Let  it  fufFice  then  to  fay,  that  the  male  pei'fons  of  fixteen  and  up- 
when  every  other  method  ta!;en  by  v/ai-ds,  fhculd  be  immediately  en- 
you,  was  produdi\'e  of  nothing  but  gaged  in  the  Continental  army,  upon 
infults,  — and  that  flames  in  your  the  encouragement  given  by  Govern - 
houfes,  murders  on  your  perfuns,  and  ment ;  this  encouragement  we  con- 
robberies  on  your  property  were  re-  ceive  to  be  greater  than  any  ever 
turned,  in  anfvver  to  your  peaceable,  given,. — even    to   tlie  greatell  merce- 

l\umble,  and  dutiful  petitions,  when  naries. Surely  then,  a  people  call- 

the  force  of  Britain,  with,  that  of  her  ed  to  right,,  not  to  fupport  crowns, 
allies,    were    collefted,    and    drawn  and  principalities,  but  for  their  own 
into  exertion,    to   reduce   you   from  freedom  and  happinefs.,  will  readily 
e.ifs  and  affluence,    to   flavery,   and  engage.  ' 
vaffalage ; — the     Congrefs      ot     the          "  That  the  encouragement  given 
United  States,  defpairing  otherwife  might   fully    anfv/cr  the   deligns    of 
to    eltablifh  your  iafety,  upon  prin-  Government,  and  the  expeilation  of 
eiples  which  would  render  it  durable,  the  foldiery,  this  Court  nave  fettled 
made  that  declaration,  by  which  you  the  price  of  every  necelfary  and  con- 
become  independent   of  Great  Bri-  venient  article  of  life,  produced  it* 
tain, — and  in  which  character  alone,  this   country,  and  alio   the  price  (x€ 
you  can  be  fecure  and  happy.  foreign  goods,  in  a  jull  proportion  to 
"  But  as  the  increafing  power  and  their  price  in  the  place  from  whick 
opulence  of  the  United  States,  are  the  they  are  imported,    conhdering  tlie 
dread  and  envy   of  thofe   avaricious  rifque  of  importation.     A:id  nothing 
and  ambitious  minds,  who  had  laid  is  now  wanting  to  give  value  to  tiie 
a  plan  for  the  monopoly  and  enjoy-     foldiers.  wages,   and  liability  to  our 
ment  of  them,  a  large  army  is  nccci-     currency,  but  the  vigorou.s  and  pjnc- 
fary  for  your  defence  ;  and  the  Cnn-     tual  execatioji  and  obfervance  of  that 
grefs   themfelves     have    determined     acl;  which  we  hope   to  lee  Ipeedily 
upon     eighty-eight     battalions,     of    efFedted,.  by  the   public  virtue,   and 
which  15    i'je  to    be  raifed    by   this     zeal  of  this  people,  in  the  caufe  of 
State. — The  militia,  who  haye  been     their  country. 

marched  to  aid  the  army  under  the  "  B.ut  lell  fom2  of  yea  fhoald  be 
condu6lof  that  man,  v/liofe fortitude,  decc-ived  by  the  mifreprerenfitions  of 
virtue,  and  patience,  isperhap.,  with-  dohgning  men,  wc  mull  remind  you, 
out  example,  (and  whohouily,  witli-  that  ail  the  pretenfions  to  peace  and 
out  reward,  but  the  approbation  of  reconciliation,  fo  pompouity  dealt  out 
hii  oun  mind)  is  rifquinghis  Ail^  in     in  the  inudious  Proclamations  of  the 

Coiuniiliioneiia. 
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CommiiTioners  of  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,-  amount  to  nothing  more 
than  an  invitation  to  give  up  your 
country,  and  fabmit  unconditionally 
to  the  .government  of  the  Britifii  Par- 
liament. They  tell  you  that  their 
is  gracioully  difnofed  to  revife 
ail  afts,  \vhic]\  he  fhall  deem  incom- 
patible with  your  fiifety; — but  your 
♦rood  fenle  v/iiUead  you  to  determine, 
that  if  he  is 

he  would  long 
ago  have  determined  as  to  the  jufiice 
iif  ihofe  aSs,  and  muft  have  feen 
Them  founded  on  dcfpotifm,  and  re- 
plete with  ilavcry  ; — but  they  do  not 
tell  3'ou  that  their  Sovereign  has  the 
leall  iiltention  to  repeal  any  one  of 
thofe  a£ls ; — furely  then,  areviiion  of 
them  can  never  eafe  your  minds,  or 
^  in  the  leaft  alleviate  your  burthens. 

'•'  But  thofe  Commifuoners,  al- 
though they  offer  theiufelves  as  the 
.  Ambaffadors  of  Peace,  and  invite  you 
to  what  they  call  the  mild  and  gentle 
government  of  Britain,  mark  their 
Ibotftcps  with  blood,  rapine,  and  the 
mod  unexampled  barbarities,  diftri- 
buting  their  dreadful,  and  favage  fe- 
verity,  as  well  to  the  fubmiflivc  as 
the  obiHnate,  while  neither  rank,  fex, 
or  ape,  exempts  any  from  the  efTecls 
of  iheir  brutal  paiTions. 

"  Should  America  be  overcome 
by,  or  fubmit  to  Britain,  the  needy 
and  almofr  pcrilhing  tenant  in  Ire- 
land, difarmed,  and  having  but  little 
property  in  the  production  of  his  toil 
and  labour,  felling  the  bread  for 
which  his  tender  infants  are  fufiering 
to  pay  the  haughty  landlord's  rent, 
or  infultlng  coUeftor's  tax,  would  be 
but  a  faint  relemblance  of  your  cala- 
mity. 

"  Society,  where  no  man  is  bound 
by  other  laws  than  thofe  to  which  he 
gives  his  ov/n  confent,  is  the  greateit 
ornament,  and  tends  moll  of  all 
things  to  the  felicity  of  human  na- 
ture, and  is  a  privilege  which  can 
never  be  given  up  by  a  people,  w;th- 
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out  their  being  exceedingly  guilty  be- 
fore him  who  is  the  Beflov/er  of  every 
good  and  pcrfeft  gift. 

"  We  therefore,  for  the  fake  of 
that  religion,  for  the  enjoyment 
whereof  your  ancellors  fled  to  tins 
country;  —  for  the  fake  of  your  laws, 
and  future  felicity,  intreat  and  urge 
you  to  a£l  vigoroully,  and  firmiy,  in 
this  critical  fituation  of  your  country  ; 
and  vve  doubt  not  but  that  your  noble 
exertions  under  the  frniles  of  Heaven, 
will  infure  you  that  fuccefs  and  free- 
dom, due  to  the  v/ife  man  and  the 
patriot. 

*'  Above  all,  we  earneflly  exhort 
you  to  contribute  all  within  your 
power  to  the  ejicouragement  of  thofe 
virtues — for  which  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing has  declared  that  he  will  beftow 
his  bleilings  upon  a  nation,  and  to 
tlie  difcouragement  of  thofe  vices,  for 
which  he  overturns  kingdoms  in  his 
wrath  ;  and  that  all  proper  times  and 
feafons  you  feek  to  him  by  prayer 
andfupplication,  for  deliverance  front 
the  calamities  of  war,  .duly  confider- 
ing,  that  without  his  powerful  aid, 
and  gracious  interpoution,  all  your 
endeavours  muft  prove  abortive  and 
vain. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 
Samuel  Freeman,  Speaker,  P.  T. 

In  Council,  January  ?.8,    1777. 
Read  and  concurred. 

John  Averv,  Dep,  S::c. 


To  his  Excellency  HENRY  CLIN- 
TON, Efq  ;  Lieutenant  General, 
commanding  his  Majefly's  flrces,  in 
the  c'Aonj  of  Rhode-Ifland,  &c. 
&c.      ■ 

•*  May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
"  WE  the  freeholders  and  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Newport,  pe- 
netrated with  a  truly  grateful  fenfe 
of  his  Majefly's  paternal  afledlion 
and  tendernefs  for  his  unhappy  de- 
luded American  fubjefts,  exhibited  in 
the  Proclamation  of  November  lail, 
made  by  the  King's  Coiurniflioaers 
for  reltoring  peace  to  his  colonies  in 

Anierica* 
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America,  humbly  prefume  to  ad- 
drefs  your  Excellency  ;  moil  heartily 
congratulating  you  upon  your  arri- 
val amongll  us,  fincerely  praying 
that  your  endeavours  for  the  re-ellab- 
lilhment  of  peace  and  good  govern- 
ment to  this  once  ilourifliing,  but 
now  diilrefled  town,  may  be  crowned 
with  fuccefs. 

"  We  have  long  beheld,  with  the 
deepeft  concern  and  anxiet)',  the 
baleful  influence  of  fadious  and  de- 
fjgning  men,  throughout  his  Majefty's 
American  colonies,  who  by  their  evil 
counfcls  have  effected  an  unnatural 
reparation  from  the  parent  Hate,  re- 
nounced tJieir  allegiance  to  the  belt 
of  fovereigns,  and  upcn  the  ruins 
of  an  unhappy  conltitution  eftab- 
lifted  a  fyftem,  totally  fubverfive  of 
every  idea  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty. 

"  The  many  inftances  of  huma- 
nity and  benignity  difplayed  by  your 
Excellency  fince  your  arrival  em- 
bolden us  to  look  up,  and  entreat 
that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleafed  to  interpofe  iu  our  behalf, 
and  fo  ufe  your  influence,  with  the 
iCing's  Commiflioners,  that,  through 
your  interceffion,  this  town  may 
once  more  enjoy  the  King's  moll 
gracious  prote^ftion,  together  v/ith 
the  bleflings  refulting  from  a  con- 
ftitutional  dependance  upon  the 
fuprcme  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

"  We  beg  -leave  to  reprefent  to 
your  Excellency,  that  we  bear  all 
loyal  and  dutiful  allegiance  to  his 
Majeily  King  George  the  Third,  his 
facred  perfon,  crov^n,  and  dignity  ; 
anJ humbly  pray  to  be  declared  at 
his  peace,  and  obedient  to  the  fupr«- 
macy  of  Great-Britain  ;  being  con- 
vinced, that  to  be  a  fubjeft  of  the 
Britifli  Empire,  with  all  its  confe- 
quences,  is  to  be  the  freed  member 
of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known 
world." 

Signed  by  444.  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants of  that  town. 


To  which  his  Excellency  was  plealed 
to  return  the  following  anfwcr  : 
*'  It  gives  me  Angular  pleafure  to 
recei^'e  this  public  teilimony  of  your 
loyalty  to  the  King,  and  attachment 
to  the  Britifli  conflitution. 

"  Wifliing  to  promote  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  town  of  Newport,  I 
lliall  not  fail  to  fignify  to  the  King's 
Commiffioners  your  requeft. 

*'  I  return  you  thanks  for  the  good 
opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  entertain 
of  me  ;  and  can  aflure  you,  I  fliall  be 
happy  in  being  inflrumental  to  rellore 
peace  and  good  order  to  this  colony." 

To  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable 
HUGH  EARL  PERCY, 
Lieutenant  General,  commanding  hit 
Mojefly's  forces  ivithin  the  colony  of 
Rhode  Ifland,  l^c.  l^c. 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
"  We  the  fubfcribers,  freeholders, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  James  Town,  on  the  ifland  of 
Connedicut,  beg  leave  to  congratu- 
late your  Excellency  upon  your  ar- 
rival among  us ;  as  it  aflbrds  the 
pleafing  profped  of  a  fpeedy  reflo- 
ration  of  his  Majefty's  authority  and 
government  within  this  part  of  the 
colony  ;  where  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants have  long  fuftered  the  feverell 
evils,  from  the  wanton  exercife  of 
lawlefs  power. 

'*  We  are  io  fenfible  of  the  blefling* 
refulting  from  a  conftitutional  connec- 
tion with  the  parent  ftate,  that  your 
Excellency  may  be  aflured  it  is  our  ar- 
dent wilh,  once  more  to  enjoy  the 
King's  moll  gracious  protedlion,  and 
that  we  may  be  declared  at  his  peace., 
"  The  many  inllances  of  clemen- 
cy manifelled  by  your  immediate 
predecefibr,  his  Excellency  General 
Clinton,  towards  the  inhabitants  of 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Connefticut,  upon 
his  taking  pofleflion  of  thofe  iflands, 
demands  our  warmell  acknowledge- 
ments ;  and  from  your  Lordfliip's 
known  charadler  for  benevolence 
and  humanity,  we  arc  fully  per- 
.  X  iuaded 
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fuaded  that  we  fhall  be  admitted  to 
the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties  iind 
properties,  upon  tlie  true  principles 
of  the  conftitution. 

"  We  humbly  prefume  to  repeat 
to  your  lordihip,  that  we  bear  true 
and  faithful  allegiance  to  his  Maj efly 
King  George,  his  facred  perfon, 
crown  and  dignity,  and  feverally 
promife  and  declare,  that  we  will 
3'emain  in  a  peaceful  obedience  to 
jhis  Majelly,  and  will  not  take  up 
arms  in  oppofition  to  his  authority  " 

Signed  by  all  the  inhabitants    of 
the  town. 
To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleafed 

to  return  the  following  anfvver  : 
"  Gentlemen, 

*'  It  gives  me  the  greatefl:  fatis- 
fadlion,  to  find  fuch  expreffions  of 
loyalty  to  his  IVIajefty,  and  attachment 
to  the  Britifh  conilitution,  contained 
in  your  addrefs. 

*'  You  may  be  a/Tured,  that  I 
Ihall  not  fail  to  communicate  to  his 
Majefly's  CommifTioners  your  wilh 
cnce  more  to  enjoy  the  King's  moil 
gracious  proteJlion,  and  to  be  de- 
clared at  his  peace. 

"  The  compliments  which  you 
are  pleafed  to  pay  my  immediate 
predeceffor  General  Clinton,  for  his 
behaviour  durinp-  the  time  of  his 
command  here,  are  juftly  his  due; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that,  by  en- 
deavouring to  follow  his  example, 
I  fliall  merit  your  good  opinion ; 
•for,  be  aflured,  it  ismy  willi,  equally 
with  every  other  Britifh  officer,  to 
protedt .  the  loyal  and  peaceable  in- 
habitants of  America,  in  the  full 
tnjoyment  of  their  liberties  and 
properties,  upon  the  principles  of 
the  conftitution." 


To  his  Excellency  HUGH,  EARL 
P  E  R.  C  Y,  Lieutenant  -  General, 
commanding  his  Majefty's  forces 
on  Rhode  IHand,  &c.  8cc.  &c. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
We,  the    llibfcribers,    inhabitants 

pf  the  town   of  Nev/f ort,  hearing. 
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with  the  utmofl:  concern,  that  your 
Excellency  intends  foon  to  leave  us, 
beg  permiffion  to  approach  your  Ex- 
cellency with  thofe  fentiments  v/hich 
a  deep  fenfe  of  the  great  happinefs 
we  have  enjoyed  under  your  Excel- 
lency's protection  naturally  excites  on 
fuch  an  occafion. 

We  cannot  help  looking  on  your 
Excellency's  departure  as  a  great  pub- 
lic lofs,  when  we  refleft  upon  that 
extraordinary  aftivity  and  vigilance 
v/herewith  your  Excellency  has  pro- 
tedled  us  from  furroundi ug  dangers, 
and  on  that  juftice  and  impartialif\-, 
that  humanity  and  tender nefs  with 
which  you  have  moderated  the  exer- 
cife  of  unlimited  power. 

With  gratitude  we  ncknowledge 
that  in  your  Excellency's  hands  mi- 
litary government  has  uniformly  worn 
the  fair  form  of  parental  authority, 
that  no  unneceflary  vigour  hath  been 
ufed,  fio  opprellion  tolerated^  .-and 
that,  during  the  noife  and  tumults 
of  a  civil  war,  the  troops  under  vour 
Excellency's  command  have  been 
kept  under  fuch  order  and  difcipline 
as  would  have  done  honour  to  them- 
felves  and  their  Commanders  in  times 
of  public  peace  and  fettled  govern-- 
ment.     ■ 

The  fear  of  offending  (not  infen- 
fibility)  prevents  us  at  prefent  from 
attempting  to  exprefs  hovv'  much  we 
are  affected  with  your  Excellency's 
great  and  amiable  private  virtues  j 
with  that  fpotlefs  integrit}'  of  man- 
ners, and  uniform  regard  to  religion 
and  decency,  which  would  add  dig- 
nity to  the  meanell  llation  ;  with  that 
condefcending  allabiiity,  which  lloops 
without  any  view  to  private  advan- 
tage, and,  above  all,  with  that  un- 
bounded and  well-direfted  generofity 
which  has  fo  often  procured  for  your 
Excellency  the  bleffings  of  thofe  whQ 
were  ready  to  perifn. 

Great  virtues,    my  Lord,    in   an 
elevated  ftation   are   like   the   fun ; 
there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  of' 
them :  they  have  neceflarily  endeared 

youjj- 
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'  Vftul-  characler  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  place;  and  it  is  but  julHce  to 
fay,  that  during  your  rehdence  among 
us,  you  lia\'e  never  given  any  caufe 
for  uneafinefs  or  forrow,  but  v/hen 
you  declared  your  intention  of  de- 
parting from  us. 

With  crreat  reluiftance  we  fub- 
mit  to  the  painful  neceflity,  which 
deprives  us  of  your  Excellency's  be- 
r.ign  patronage ;  and  fmcerely  willi 
you  a  fafe  and  pleafant  paflage  to 
your  native  land,  and  a  long  conti- 
nuance of  perfeit  health.  Your  Ex- 
cellency's illuilrious  rank  and  charac- 
ter renders  it  unnecellhry  to  wiih  you 
any  other  blefhngs  of  life.  Particu- 
larly we  relied  with  pieafure,  that 
your  Excellency's  early  and  great 
public  fervices  have  gune  home  long 
before  you,  and  have  tlierc  fecared 
you  that  great  reward  peculiarly  re- 
ferved  for  Britilh  Worthies,  and 
highly  fuitable  to  your  Excellency's 
generous  principles,  the  warmcfl  ap- 
probation of  the  bell:  of  princes,  and 
of  a  brave  and  free  people. 

His  Excellency's  Anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

Allow  me  to  return  you  many 
thanks  for  your  very  affeftionate  ad- 
drefs. 

This  public  teftimony  of  your  ap- 
probation of  my  condutl  fince  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  command  here, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  refiefts  the 
higheft  honour  upon  me,  is  m.ore 
particularly  pleafnig  to  me,  as  it  is 
a  proof,  that  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  our 
gracious  Sovereign  in  fending  his 
troops  to  this  ifland. 

The  compliments  you  are  pleafed 
to  pay  thofe  troops  for  their  regula- 
rity and  good  condudl  fmce  thev 
have  been  amongll  you,  are  juiHy 
their  due.  As  it  is  the  duty,  fo  it 
is  the  Willi  of  every  Britifli  and  Hef- 
fian  foldier  to  protect  all  peaceable 
and  innocent  inhabitants. 

PeiTiiit^ne,  Gentlemen,  to  affure 
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you,  that  I  fliall  not  without  regret 
quit  this  Ifland,  whofe  inhabitants 
I  fhall  ever  remember  with  gratitude 
and  ellcem :  and  be  aflured,  that 
when  I  have  the  honour  to  return 
into  the  Royal  prefence,  I  fliall  not 
fail  to  do  them  that  jufl:ice,  which 
their  behaviour  has  highly  merited  at 
my  hands. 


Philadelphia,  Jan.  \,    1777. 
/«  Council  ^Safety. 

Frteiids  and  Count ry)nen. 

The  prefent  exigency  of  the  times 
induces  us  once  more  to  addrefs  you, 
wjiile  we  can  deplore  the  calamities 
of  our  country  without  rellraint,  and 
before  the  voice  of  truth  and  the 
exertions  of  tyranny  are  forced  back 
into  the  bofom  of  the  wretched  fuf- 
ferer.  On  your  vigorous  exertions 
alone  at  this  time  will  depend  the 
privilege  of  ever  addrefling  you  ia 
the  ftile  of  freemen.  Should  the 
enemy  be  encouraged  by  further  fuc- 
cefs,  devaftation  and  ruin  muft 
mark  their  footfteps. 

We  call  upon  you,  we  entreat  and 
befeech  you,  to  come  forth  to  the  af- 
fillanceof  our  worthyGeneral  Wash- 
"iNGTON  and  our  invaded  brethren, 
in  the  Jerfeys — If  you  wifli  to  fecure 
your  property  from  being  plundered, 
and  to  proteft  the  innocence  of  our 
wives  and  children  — If  you  wifli  to 
live  in  freedom,  and  are  determined 
to  maintain  that  beft  boon  of  Heaven, 
you  have  no  time  to  deliberate— A 
manly  refiftance  will  lecure  every 
blefling — Inadlivity  and  floth  will 
bring  horror  and  deftruflion — Step 
forth  like  men — Feed  not  yourfelves 
with  the  vain  expeftation  of  peace 
and  fecurity,  fliould  the  enemy  fuc- 
ceed  in  reducing  this  country ;  fuch 
hopes  will  vanifli  like  the  dreams  of 
the  night,  and  plunge  you  into  an 
irretrievable  abyfs  of  unfpeakable 
mifery. 

Shall  we.  Heaven  and  juftice  on 
our  fide,  (unlefs  vye  could  impioufly 
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fuppofe  that  the  Almighty  has  de- 
voted mankind  to  flavery)  fhail  we 
hefitate  to  meet  our  enemies  in  the 
hoftile  field  ?  The  Tons  of  America 
have  not  drawn  their  fwords  to  in- 
vade the  rights  of  others,  nor  to  re- 
duce populous  countries  to  a  Hate 
of  defolation— It  was  not  tO'  plunder 
the  wealthy,  nor  to  wrefl  from  the 
laborious  farmer  or  indiiltrious  me- 
chanic his  hard  earned  bleflings,  that 
America  had  recourfe  to  arms— No 
— Whilil:  our  mcil  humble  petitions 
and  pathetic  expoflulations  yet  rung 
in  the  ears  of  our  enemies,  they 
wantonly  attacked  us  on  our  own 
peaceful  fnores. 

May  Heaven,  who  beftowed  the 
bleffihgs  of  liberty  upon  you,  awaken 
you  to  a  fcnfe  of  yonr  danger,  and 
foufe  that  manly  fpirit  of  virtuous 
refolution  which  has  ever  bid  defiance 
to  the  efforts  of  tyranny.— -May  you 
ever  have  the  glorious  prize  of  liberty 
in  view,  and  bear  with  a  becoming 
fortitude  the  fatiq-ues  and  feverities 
of  a  winter-campaign.— That,  and 
that  only,  will  entitle  you  to  the  fu- 
perlative  diftimflion  of  being  deemed, 
under  God,  the  deliverers  of  your 
country. 

Many  are  the  artifices  of  our  ene- 
mies to  delude  and  deceive.  Falfe 
tales  of  every  kind  are  invented  and 
propagated  to  amufe  and  delay  you. 
For  this  purpofe,  among  others,  they 
havefpreada  report  that  your  fervices 
are  notwanted.  Believe  no  fuch  re- 
ports ;  they  are  propagated  by  trai- 
tors. Let  all  able  bodied  men,  whe- 
ther afibciates  or  not.  Hep  forth  at 
this  crifis,  under  the  officers  of  the 
diftrift  where  they  refide,  and  march 
without  delay  to  Philadelphia,  ex- 
cept thofe  of  Berks  and  Northamp- 
ton, who  are  to  join  Gen.  Wa/liing- 
ton  at  Head  Quarters, 

We  conclude  with  intreating  all 
committees  of  infpeftion,  officers 
of  the  militia,  and  every  friend  to 
his  country,  to  exert  their  influence 
on    the  prefent    occafion,    and  we 


have  not  the  leall  doubt  but  their 
virtuous  endeavours  will  be  crowned 
with  the  moit  happy  fuccefs. 

By  order  of  Council, 

Tho.  Wh  ARi  ON,  jun.  Prefident. 

For  the  Remembrancer. 
—  0/ all  the  prcje^s  ivhich  men  form., 
none  are  more  uncertain  than  thofey 
nvhich  depend  upon  the  fortune  of 
ivar. — Anfwer  uf  the  Grand  Maf- 
ter  of  Rhodes  to  the  Sultan  Soli- 
man. 
The  p-enlus   of   the     nation     has 
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ilepped  ibrth  to  lift  the  veil  from  the 
precipice  ;   and    bids   us  paufe  upon 
our  danger,  and  look  baclcwards  for 
retreat.  Our  allies  are  attacked  with- 
out, a  frantic  v/ar  rages  within,   and 
armed  foes  Hand  umpires  of  the  con- 
teft.     This  then  is  our  danger.     Ws 
cannot    be    fafe   when    our  enemies 
gladden  at  our  condition,    we  cannot 
be  wife  when  we  waile  the  moll  im- 
proveable  portion  of  our  empire,    we 
cannot   be    wealthy  when    our   bur- 
thens increafe   f aft  upon  a   withering 
revenue. — Where   then     is    our  re- 
treat.?    But  yefterday,   and  a  roll  of 
vvafte  parchment    feemed    the    pur« 
chafe :  to-day,   nothing  is    before  us 
but    devaftation     and    blood.— But 
though  we  have   let   go  the  narrow 
moment   left    for  magnanimity    and 
conccffion,   proud  and  fenfelefs  as  we 
are,  time  mull  ac  laft  bring  us  to  ne- 
gotiation.    What  our  condition  may 
be  at    that  period,   is  loil  in    dread 
and  uncertainty.     At   all  events  the 
changing  difeafe  mull  have  changing 
applications  ;  and    all  that  can  now 
be  done   is  to  point  out  the    confti- 
tution  of  the  fubjedl,   and  the  blef- 
fmgs  of  a  cure. 

To  balance  a  judgment  formed 
in  moments  of  fuperiority  and  pride, 
let  me  begin  by  a  pointed  queftion. 
—  Should  America  noav,  for  the  firfi 
time,  he  raifed  cut  of  the  deep,  ready- 
planted  and  peopled  by  Almighty  Poiv- 
er,  and  a  7iin^  Coluuihus  make  it  kno^wn 
unto  us ;   let  me  ajk,  by  ivhat  policy 

ought 
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»uoht  our  meafures  Upwards  it  to  be 
guided  F—l  put  humanity  as  much 
out  of  the  quclHon  as  It  feems  to  be 
put  at  preient ;  I  forget  all  our  ufelcfs 
rights,  and  think  of  nothing  but 
ov'.r  interejls.  Upon  this  bafis,  which 
:s  really  worth  a  juil:  contention,  I 
afiirm  that  we  fliould  rulh  into  the 
alliance  and  trade  of  this  rifing 
people  :  it  would  beheld  as  madnefs 
to  rejed  them ;  and  Hill  a  double 
madnefs  to  force  theminto  connection 
with  our  enemies.  To  opprefs,  to 
flaughter  them,  becaufe  at  fome  dif- 
tant  time  and  in  fome  poflible  man- 
ner they  may  perad venture  injure 
us,  is  a  principle  which  would  tiirull 
us  into  war  with  all  mankind,  and 
which  certainly  ought  to  check  our 
fond  aggrandizement  of  Ru/Tui  ?--- 
America,  if  left  to  he' /elf ,  wilipurfue 
her  interells. 

Now  it  is  certainly  not  the  prefent 
interefl  of  America  to  manufafture. 
It  would  be  eafy  to  prove  that  their 
Land,  the  gift  of  nature,  and  unbur- 
thened  with  rent,  affords  the  moll 
profitable  of  all  employments  fur 
their  wealth.— But,  to  let  policy  out 
of  the  queilion,  I  fay  they  cannot, 
they  will  not  manufadure.— A  fyf- 
tem  of  manufafture  requires  clofe 
population;  and  never  can  refill:  com- 
petition without  low  wages,  a  fuh- 
divifion  of  employments,  and  the 
fifterhood  of  the  arts.  While  Ame- 
rica therefore  has  fuch  profufion  of 
land  and  fuch  fcarcity  of  labor,  all 
rivalfliip  with  Europe  is  at  once  for- 
bidden. And  what  American  will 
grovel  at  a  mechanic  loom,  when  he 
can  walk  the  lord  of  his  foil,  and  fay. 
Here  have  I  planted,  here  watered ; 
when  he  can  communicate  a  folid 
growing  heritage  to  his  pofterity  ; 
and  become  that  charader  which  his 
€very     connexion   has    taught    him 


torefped?  If  pride,  if  plcafure  of 
profit,  are  moii\cs  that  can  have 
any  Ihare  in  the  heart  of  man,  they 
furcly  combine  to  call  this  period  of 
general  manufaclure  at  a  dilbnce. 
It  would  be  eafy  to  improi'e  this 
realbning  :  but  1  ihall  on)v  guard  it 
from  mirreprefentation.— i  will  not 
deny  then  that  fome  dftnits  may 
hereafter  enter  upon  manufa6lures'; 
I  v/ill  not  affirm,  that  the  European 
workman  upon  his  firlc  emigratioa 
will  always  forget  his  cunning;  per- 
haps too  feme  articles  of  eafy  fuDpb' 
and  diiacult  importation  may  be  ge- 
nerally wrought  among  them  ;  and 
good  policy  aifo  may  at  fome  expenca 
preferve  the  feeds  of  neceflliry  ma- 
nufadures,  that  at  critical  moments 
they  may  be  quickened  into  inftant 
life  ;— but  what  is  there  alarmino-ja 
this?  Is  not  e /I ouglj  Itill  left  to  con- 
tent us  ?  In  Europe,  for  inftance, 
among  nations  molt  profeiiinc^  arts 
would  not  an  open  trade  (inch  as 
America  means  to  give)  fill  their 
ports  witli  BritiOi  articles:  1  know 
thofeavaritioiis  fears,  which  from  the 
exillence  of  one  failure  expedathou- 
limd  ;  I  know  that  none  but  Jaro-e 
minds  which,  grafp  the  v/hole  of 
things,  can  meafure  the  difjiroportion 
betv.'een  the  exception  and  the  com- 
pliance, and  calmnly  acquiefce  in. 
thofe  petty  deviaiions  which  always 
occur  in  great  concerns.  But  I  rail 
upon  plain  appeals  to  faft.  Haj 
America  even  yet,  though  goaded 
on  by  neceffity  and  fury,"  furnifned 
her  home  fupplies;  has  not  the  rate 
of  labor  and  profit  moll  exorbitantly 
rifen  from  the  new  demands ;  and  do 
not  their  wifell  men  conceive  that 
manufaftures  mull  chiefly  refide  in 
the  colonies  pofiefiing  Haves,  becaufe 
flaves  only  can  be  confined  to  their 
employments?  * 


*  It  feems  the  fuggeftion  of  Sir  James  Stewart,  that  to  prevent  American  manufifture, 
it  might  be  expedient  to  encourage  flavery;  and  furciy  grantini,' flavery  its  ufual  duilnefs  and 
expence,  Britain  can  have  littls  to  fsar  from  its  coinpetition. 
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TrAmedca  then  has  demands  upon 
Europe,  the  next  quellion  is,  If-^/ja 
pall  be  the  Jupplier  f—Lf  there  be  a 
nation  holding  unity  with  them  in 
laneuape  and  laws,  havinp-  common 
religion  and  common  bl  od,  whoie 
manners  and  fafhions  iprung  from 
«ne  ilock,  and  whom  habit  (for  fo 
tlie  faft  is)  and  a  thoufand  namelels 
links  have  already  bound  together ; 
—-if  there  be  fuch  a  nation,  with 
ficuriihing  arts,  extended  credits, 
and  a  potent  marine,  that  is  the  con- 
nexion marked  out  to  them  from 
all  mankind, — there  can  be  no  he- 
fitation  :    I  fpeak  cf  Britain.     Ame- 


Mca 


ucmands    a    counterpart,     and 


Britain  is  that  counterpart :  ihe  wants 
it,  were  it  only  for  defence,  and  Bri- 
tain is  that  defence.  In  fliort,  look- 
ing over  the  whole  circle  of  com- 
merce, and  taking  in  the  Hate  of  our 
iilands,  of  America  and  of  Europe, 
Inov/here  fee  fuch  ties  of  union.  So 
much  of  nature  is  there  in  the  ccn- 
HCiSlion,  and  fo  impoffible  is  it  to 
weave  a  ilronger  band  than  interell 
joined  to  inclination,  that,  phrenzy 
excepte(^,  it  might  have  fubfifced  while 
America  wanted  protection,  or  Bri- 
tain wanted  trade. 

But  there  are,  who  boaft  that  our 
play  has  ^  double  refource;— -that 
we  may  firft  aim  at  conquell,  and 
that  failing,  at  pleafure  accept  of 
trade.  This  is  the  language  of  a 
giddy,  thoughtlefs,  hardened  fpirit, 
which  has  fcatfered  mure  mifcJiiefs 
f.mong  manldnd  tlian  the  whole 
train    of    bafer    pailions.-— Let  me 


queftion  it  a  little.-— After  outraging 
thefe  haughty  freemen  with  in  fulls, and 
delupiii q: them  w'iili  blood,  can  we  bid 
ihemfDllcuj  our  fafJjhns ;  prediledbion 
being  the  foul  of  fafl^iion,  and  influen- 
cing even  our  ideas  of  ufe  *  ?-— In  in- 
iHtuting  a  foreigji  commerce,    ought 
a   war      to    preface    it,     that    mull 
introduce  frugality,  poverty,   manu- 
fafture  and  hoitile  connexions amon^ 
the    conuimers?    Js    it    for   inllance 
that  they  may  buy  the  more,  that  we 
make  them  frugal;  or  that  they  may 
pay  the  better,    that   we  impoveriih 
them?     And   do  we   ferioufly  mean 
to  throw  them  upon  home  fupplies  or 
French   correfpondence ;    or    to  elta- 
bliih  among  them  the  ill-judged  po- 
licy of   interdifting  Britiih     trade  ? 
---Or  laftly,  do  we  wifh   to  excite  a 
people,    devoted   to   agriculture  and 
abounding    in   territory,    to   profefs 
ambition  ai^5  war  ?-— If  this  be  our 
trucji/ip-  iylte]n,  the  bavonet  will  de-' 
vour  our  profits,  and  we  muft  keep 
our  accounts    in    blood.      Madnefs, 
wicked  madnefs !-.— The   trade   with 
this  people  that  is /rcyf/t7^>,  muH  be 
left  to  nature:  and,    "while  their 
"  good-v/ill  is  their  o^^n,"  the  fword 
cannot  conquer  their  ailedlions. 

But  the  fecret  is  out.  France 
fays,  you  fliall  not  conquer ;  you 
Jiiall  not  conftrain  their  trade  :  ihe 
fays  it,  and  ratilies  it  with  a  fleet 
that  infults  us.- — A  vain,  mortified 
power,  arming  at  a  period  fo  criti- 
cal, gave  jufl  alarms  of  inltant  war. 
Perhaps  they  remained  quiet  from 
policy,  perhaps  from  indecifion,    or 


*  The  man  who  Is  not  lerioufly  and  habitually  coavinced  in  thefe  points  is  young  in  com- 
mercial reafonings  ;  and  1  would  very  particularly  recommend  his  profiting  by  an  eiitcrtain- 
ing  fet  of  lafts  produced  by  Joihua  Gee  (iee  Gee  on  Trade  chap.  22.  and  the  conclufion.) 
— Eutlurely  every  ftudent  in  fafiiions  muft  have  witnefled  averlions  and  attachments  to  dif- 
ferent goods,  the  moft  fudden  and  capricious  ;  fpeculatifts  too  muft  have  fecn  a  thoufand 
ufeful  things  banifljed,  to  make  room  for  others  more  expenfive  and  inconvenient ;  Englifli- 
men  may  have  obfervcd  this  in  their  own  country,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  own  beft  ma- _ 
nufaflures;  and  arc  net  traders  daily  telling  us  that  they  find  their  demands  go  and  coine 
nobody  knows  how  ? — America  doubtiefs  will  fell  according  to  intereft,  in  the  beft  markets  j 
but  excepting  neceffaries  and  raw  produce,  we  fliail-  buy — according  to  whim.  And  real 
recefxiricE  wt  find,  by  Jofliua  Gee  and  the  tea-a€t,  indudi;  neither  Englifh  cloth  nor  Englift. 


perhaps 
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perhnps  the  unexpe(3;ed  vigor  of  Ame- 
rica perluaded  them  that  an  open 
part  was  fuperfiuous.  But  Hill  an 
inRant  war  fivas  lo  be  dreaded  ;  and 
the  miniller  avowed  his  tears  oi  it  by 
a  prefs.— And  who  is  hardy  cicugh 
to  fay  that  we  are  now  relieved  from 
it  ?  Such  an  armament,  amidll  every 
poJible  fecurity  for  peace  on  cur 
part,  upon  the  gentleil  interpretation, 
fixes  thcfe  Cvmclufions :  lirft,  that 
France  will  reiilt  all  enquiry  into  her 
late  meafures ;  next,  that,  fliould 
America  be  preiled,  ihc  will  rellore 
the  balance  by  declaring  war;  .and 
l.iftly,  that  fhe  is  prepared  to  profit 
by  ail  events  that  may  arife  :  and  iet 
me  add,  that  v/liile  the  enemy  is 
armed  and  can  begin  war  with  inch 
apparent  advantages,  difputes  with 
her  necciTarily  become  lefs  fubjeil  to 
accommodation.— In  this  fituation 
ihall  I  feel  either  triumph  or  com- 
ibrt,  becaufe  a  captured  packet-boat 
has  been  releafed  r  "  Yes;  Frasice 
*'  is  wondroufly  civil :  fhe  will  give 
•'  vou  packet-boats  for  provintes, 
♦'  a,s  many  as  you  pleafe*." — And 
when  the  rupture  takes  place  in  Eu- 
rope,  not  only  men  appear  likely  to 
fail  us,  but  rr.onfy.  During  the  laft 
war  our  fubfcriptions  filed  with  fuf- 
ficient  eafe  ;  becaufe  the  bankruptcy 
of  France  f  fo  lliocked  her  credit, 
that  the  money-holders  of  Europe 
had  almcJil  no  fate  depofitary  left  but 
in  our  funds :  but  at  prefent,  when 
the  credit  of  France  feems  riling 
with  her  trade,  ceconomy,  and  proi- 
jiefts  of  fuccefs,  and  the  credit  of 
England  is  ftinering  under  contrary 
.Operations,  France  may  divide  the 
/-market  with  us,  and  Ihare  largely  in 
our  privilege  of  borrowing.— And 
dovv'c  aGcwhy  tlie  Dutch  fo  defert  us 
in  our  need  }  Look  at  near  eleven 
hundred  pounds   failure  in   our   lut 


receipt  of  cuftoms  t;  look  at  the 
threatening  llate  of  Europe;  look  at 
the  war  that  divides  us ;  look  at 
the  trade  and  ftreugth  wc  have  loll, 
and  think  avho  has  gaiftid  them  ;— -look 
at  thefe  thin'/s,  and  (without  throw- 
ing  in  our  raih  tneinorial  \\)  let  each 
m.an  decide  our  fituation. 

What  is  to  extriciite  us  from  this 
fccne  of  difiiculty,  the  power  above 
us  only  knows :  I  am  fure  thofe  woo 
havcled  us  into  it  know  not. -—Evcjits 
are  working  on  too  rapidly  to  be 
long  within  our  reach.  Yet  one  cir- 
cumllance  there  is,  that  may  ill  part 
relieve  us  :  1  mean  the  fpeedy  con- 
vidtion  of  the  impofhbility  and  inu- 
tility of  a  conqucil  over  America^ 
and  of  the  hazards  of  attempting 
it.  God  fend  then,  that  wc  may 
/ion  find  all  cucouraq-ement  wantino- 
to  us !  Under  my  convidions,  wliu 
fnall  upbraid  tlie  prayer;  unlefs  ir 
he  prudent  to  v/ifh  that  ruinous  pro- 
jeds  may  be  confirmed  by  flattering; 
beginnings. 

To  CKped  that  our  jnini/ters  vral 
accommodate  thele  troubles,  is  kope- 
lefsanxiety.— Their  blunders  are  tco 
egregious  for  confeffion.  Befides  a 
cnange  of  meafures  mull  imply  a 
change  of  men ;  fmce  neither  can 
//S^y  enough  refpeifl  the  Americans, 
nor  the,  Americans  enough  refpect 
them,  for  re-union :  fuch  a  change 
too  might  produce  a  retroiped  to- 
wards theuifelves.  They  will  there- 
fore go  on  in  their  condud  ;  think- 
ing that  a  want  oi  poiver  to  fuppre/s 
the  rebellion  would  be  more  eafily 
forgiven,  than  the  confefled  v/ant  of 
diicretion  that  provoked  it.  It  is 
under  thefe  impreffions  that  I  expcd 
a  French  v/ar  to  be  made  the  cover 
of  their  retreat  from  America  ;  and 
it  is  hence  too  that  I  fully  under- 
ftand  Lord   Mansfield,  when  he  fa)'5. 


*  The  comment  of  Lord  Chatham,  delivered  with  that  vigour  of  expreffion  which  accom- 
panied evci-y  thing  that  fell  from  him  when  in  fi:p^;:>rt  of  his  motion,  May  30,   1777. 
•j-   In  1759,  during  the  middle  of  the  war,  which  ik^  ilill  purfued. 
X  Net  r.  ::ipt,  1,075,960!.  lower  than  the  laft  y<;ar,  a.id  the  givfs  receipt  ^,413,9301. 
!j  See  dtj  Reni?pbraacer,  vol,  v,  p.  93, 

!   ■  '  -  •  *'  Tbit 
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*'  This  IS  not  the  period  for  ncgoci- 
•'  ation,  and  the  Jtruggle  muil  go 
*'  on*.— Where  generoiily  and  ho- 
nour arc  the  bell  policy,  a  narrow 
illiberal  heart  commits  more  errors 
than  the  fubtleil:  underilanding  can 
ccrreft  ?--With  refteft  to  Lora  Chat- 
haTns  mttion,  doubclcls  had  health 
permitted,  it  ought  to  have  appeared 
earlier  :  but  it  never  can  be  out  of 
feafon  to  Hop //?'.->•/  of  ruin,  and  llay 
the  hand  that  is  Jiill  to  fpill  blood  ; 
It  never  can  be  out  of  feaibn  to  call 
tack  the  aite&ions  of  America,  and 
make  her  become  lefs  dilpofed  for 
co-opcra.i'.ig  with  France.  And 
jfhouid  our  army  in  the  mean  time 
have  bcenfuccefsfal,  concefiion might 
p-ive  eff'ed  to  that  fuccefs ;  or  ihould 
a  defeat  have  intervened,  i:  would 
become  foften'^d  in  p"oportion  as  it 
was  lefs  deferved.--- Certainly  there 
was  a  time  wiien  accommodation 
might  have  taken  place  in  defiance 
of  France:  we  had  only  to  throv/av.?ay 
certain  friiitlefs  blunders,  that  now 
coitus  \o  millions  a  year  and  our 
fafety  to  perfiil  in.--- Perhaps  the  mo- 
ment is  apnroaching,  when  the  na- 
tion may  inquire  why  this  has  n:t 
teen  done.  It  is  not  a  new  thing 
for  a  great  and  wife  people  to  be  de- 
ceived concerning  dillant  countries ; 
— it  is  not  a  new  thing  fo.-  them  to 
recover  from  that  deception.  A.nd 
Jet  thofe  whom  it  behoves  beware  of 
tlieir  refentments. 

— Whoever  wilhes  to  prove  the 
ftren2;th  of  his  vanity  and  the  wenk- 
nefs  of  his  reafon,  let  him  publicly 
prophefy  concerning  near  events.  I 
have  prophefied,  and  may  be  njif- 
taken  ;  but  9a\\  I  have  reafoned  from 
principles,   and  obferved  caution  in 


my  conclufions. — I  am  not  fond  of 
dark  colouring,  and  if  I  have  ufed  it, 
it  belongs  rather  to  the  fubjedl  than 
to  the  painter.  While  others  have 
raifed  the  ilorm,  and  launched  forth 
the  fhip  of  ftate  to  be  baffled  by  its 
fury,  1  pidlure  the  fhip-vvreck  only 
that  we  may  avoid  it. 
June  19.        A  BY-STANDER. 


Admiralty-Office,  June  28.  Vice- 
Adm.iral  Young,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majelly's  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  at  the  Leeward  Iflauds,  has,  in 
his  letter  of  the  zd  of  May  laft,  tranf- 
mitted  to  Mr.  Stephens,  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  following  lilt  of 
prizes  taken  by  the  fquadron  under 
his  command,  between  the  i  oth  of 
March  and  the  3Gth  of  April,  1777  : 

The  Fanny  floop,  Thomas  Rid- 
ley, mafter,  from  Cape  Francois, 
bound  to  America,  laden  with  rum 
and  molaffes,  taken  by  the  Camilla, 

The  Mermaid  floop,  John  Bilhop, 
mailer,  from  Cape  Francois,  bound 
to  Rhode  Illand,  laden  with  molaffes 
and  gunpowder,  taken  by  the  Ga- 
kitea. 

The  Matyce  fchooner,  John  Bap- 
tiil,  mailer,  from  St.  Eullatia,  bound 
to  St.  Kitts,  laden  with  butter,  taken 
by  the  Hind. 

The  Ranger  fchooner,  William 
Davis,  mailer,  from  Martinico,  laden 
with  ballall,  taken  bv  the  Camilla. 

The  Betfey  flo.op,  Thomas  Baker, 
mailer,  from  North  Carolina,  bound 
to  St.  Eullatia,  laden  with  tar,  tur- 
pentine, and  lumber,  taken  by  the 
Hind. 

The  Champion  fchooner,  Jofepli 
Halkell,  mailer,  from  America, 
bound   to  St.   Ruitatia,   laden  witli 


*  His  declaration,  May  30,  1777  •  i:i  the  following  June  however,  to  afiift  a  labouring 
loan,  every  body  is  made  to  talk  aboiU  the  appearance  of  a  fpccdy  p2cification  with  America  ! 
There  are  rcifons  ftill  more  binding  than  the  forms  of  the  conftitution,  which  will  induce 
tlie  miairter  to  furrendcr  ouradts  of  parliament  through  the  medium  of  the  parliament.  Has 
parliament  been  forbid  to  agitate  the  repeal — then  there  can  be  no  afilirance  of  pacification. 
Were  there  any  veal  defeftion  in  the  colonies,  it  would  be  thundered  out  to  us  in  a  thonfand 
ways  :  it  would  tell  itfclf  j  and  would  not  need  the  v/car:cd  tongues  and  ps.".!  of  hirelings  for 
propagation, 

lumber 
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lumber  and  fifn,  taken  by  the  Per- 

The  Betfyfcliooner,  John  Holmes, 
mailer,  from  Surinam,  bound  to  Ipf- 
wich,  laden  with  molafles,  taken  by 
the  Portland. 

The  Betfey  floop,  James  How- 
land,  mailer,  from  Dcmaran,  bound 
to  Dartmouth,  laden  with  rum,  taken 
by  the  Portland. 

The  Catherine  fchooner,  from  Bof- 
ton,  bound  to  St.  Pierre,  Miquelon, 
laden  with  corn  and  lumber,  taken 
by  the  Pelican. 

The  Bite  floop,  George  Dames, 
mailer,  from  North  Carolina,  bound 
to  St.  Martin's,  laden  with  lumber 
and  corn,  taken  by  the  Hind. 

The  Adriana  floop,  George  Cod- 
wife,  mafter,  from  Virginia,  bound 
to  St.  Thomas,  laden  with  tobacco 
and  lumber,  taken  by  the  Antigua. 

The  Spry  fchooner,  William  Yard- 
fley,  mailer,  from  St.  Martin's, 
bound  to  Maryland,  laden  with  fait, 
taken  by  the  Antigua. 

The  Polly  floop,  Thomas  Dickin- 
fon,  ma'cer,  no  papers  on  board,  laden 
with  ballaft,  taken  by  the  Beaver. 

The  Rofe  fchooner,  Solomon  Bun- 
ker, mailer,  from  Nantucket,  bound 
to  St.  Martin's,  laden  with  lumber 
and  fifh,  taken  by  the  Antigua. 

A  fchooner,  from  Martinico,  bound 
to  America,  ladgn  with  molafles, 
rum,  wine,  &c.  taken  by  the  Seaford.. 
The  Ranger  floop,  Daniel  Bize- 
low,  mailer,  from  Philadelphia,  bound 
to  St.  Eultatia,  laden  with  tobacco 
and  flour,  taken  by  the  Antigua. 

The  fhip  La  Seine, Morain, 

mafter,  from  Martinico,  bound  to 
America,  laden  with  arms  and  war- 
like flores,  taken  by  the  Seaford. 

The  Dolphia  fchooner,  Andrew 
M'Kenzie,  mafter,  from  Philadel- 
phia, bound  to  St.  Euftatia,  laden 
v/ith  flour  and  tar,  taken  by  the  Port- 
land. [Lonacn  Gazette, 
Extrafl  of  a  letter  from  Jamaica  by  the 
Grenville  Packet,  May  2. 
"  I  arrived  here  on  Friday  laft, 
after  a  pleafant  pafliige  of  eight  weeks . 


This  country  has  undergone  a  variety 
of  changes  ilnce  I  left  it,  and  is  now 
in  a  bad  ftate,  owing  to  a  long  fpell 
of  dry  weather,  and  the  want  of  an 
American  trade,  provifions  of  all 
forts  fetching  an  exorbitant  price,  to 
the  hurt  of  man}' ;  and  unlefs  a  fpeedy 
alteration,  the  confequcnces  will  be 
fatal  to  the  planting  bufinefs.  We 
touched  at  Barbadoes,  where  they  are 
in  a  ftarving  condition,  proceeding 
from  the  fame  caufes.  We  had  one 
of  our  fleet  taken  from  us  almoft  in 
fight  of  Barbadoes.  They  are  now 
fitting  out  at  Martinico  a  great  num- 
ber of  privateers,  and  have  carried 
into  that  port,  within  the  fpace  of 
one  week,  upwards  of  14  fail  of  our 
fhips.  We  have  no  privateers  out  of 
this  place,  and  few  prizes  taken.  This 
you  may  depend  on  as  truth." 

By  his  Excellency-  Willi  a  p^  Mat- 
thew BuRr,  Captain  General  and 
Governor  in  Chief,  in  and  over  all 
his  -M^jefy^s  Lee-jjard  Charibhee 
JJlands  in  America,  Chancellor,  J^ict 
Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the  fame, 
&c.  ^c.  &c. 

"  His  Majcfty  having  been  in- 
formed, that  durino-  the  prefent  re- 
...  .      ^-^    .      -^ 

bellion  in  America,  his  Majefty's  re- 
bellious fubjeils  have  frequently  got 
intelligence  of  the  itate  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's plantations,  and  other  matters 
which   might  be  injurious  to  his  fer- 
vice,  by  letters  from  private  pcrfons 
to  their  correlpondents  in  Great-Bri- 
tain  and   elfewhere,  taken   from  on 
board  lliips  coming  from  tlie  planta- 
tions :  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that 
I  do  hereby  lignify,  and  I  do  hereby 
to    all    Merchants,     Planters,     and 
others.  That  they  be  very  cautious, 
during  the  prefent  rebellion  in  Ame- 
rica, in  giving  any  account  by  let- 
ters, of  the  public  ftate  and  condi- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  Leeward  Iflands, 
or    any    other    accounts    whatever, 
which  might  be  (if  intercepted)  ad- 
vantageous to  his  rebellious  fubjefls : 
and  that  I  do  further  give  diredions, 
and  I  do  hereby  direct  accordingly, 
Y,  '  all  ■ 
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al!  maflers  of  fhips,  or  ot^ier  perfons, 
that  they  put  luch  letters  as  they  may 
be  entrufted  with  into  a  bag,  with  a 
fufficient  weight  to  fink  the  fame  im- 
mediately, in  cafe  of  im.rainent  dan- 
ger from  veffels  armed  and  fitted  out 
by  the  faid  rebellious  fubjects. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  April,  1777,  and  in 
the  feventeenth  year  of  his  Majefly's 


reign. 


William  Matthew  Burt. 

Publilhed  this  thirtieth  day  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-feven. 

Samuel  H.  Warner, 
Dep.  Pro.  Marf. 
ANTIGUA. 
^he  Speech  of  his  Excellency  William 

Matthew    Burt,    Efq.    to    the 

Council  and  Ajffemhly  of  this  IJland. 

Mr.  Prefident,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council, 

Mr.    Speaker,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Aflembly, 

His  Majefty  having  been  moft  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  appoint  me  his 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Leev/ard 
Iflands,  duty  and  inclination  unitedly 
prompted  me  to  feize  the  earliefl:  op- 
portunity of  repairing  to  the  govern- 
jnent  committed  to  my  care,  to  par- 
ticipate with  you  thofe  dilirefl'es  and 
inconveniencics,  we  were  told  the 
Leeward  lilands  laboured  under,  but 
fubmitted  to  with  that  loyalty,  and 
^eal,  which  ever  has,  and,  J  truft, 
ever  will,  dilHnguilla  his  Majefly's 
faithful  fubjeds  refiding  within  this 
goverment. 

The  unnatural  and  wanton  relx;!- 
lion,  which,  through  the  induflry  of 
artful  and  defigning  men,  was  raifed 
in  North  America,  after  every  le- 
nient meafure,  v/hich  his  Majefly's 
parental  anxiety  for  recovering  them 
from  their  delufion,  had  been  tried  ; 
at  lall  drew  on  them  the  armed  re- 
fentment  of  our  mother  country;  it 
is  with  infinite  concern,  I  find,  fomc 
within  thefe  Wands  have  felt  the 
baneful   eftcdi    of    this    rebellion. 


which,  I  trufl:,  through  the  bletling 
of  God,  our  Sovereign's  v/ifdom,  the 
ftrength  of  his  arms,  and  above  all, 
that  mercy  which  is  always  ready  to 
be  extended  to  thofe,  who  will  re- 
turn to  their  allegiance,  will  fpeedily 
be  extinguifhed  with  honour  to  our 
mother  country,  and  reftore  its  com- 
merce to  Great  Britain  and  her  co- 
lonies. 

It  is  a  fenfible  felicity  to  us  all, 
there  never  was  a  period  when  Great 
Britain  had  a  Sovereign  who  con- 
fulted  more  the  trueintereft,  not  onlv 
of  thofe  fubjeds  near,  but  alfo  the 
moft  remote  from  his  royal  prefence, 
and  had  more  at  heart  their  protec- 
teftion,  conftitutional  happinefs,  the 
maintenance  and  free  enjoyment  of 
all  their  franchifes. 

The  prefent  prudential  armaments 
making  in  England  to  fupport,  if 
neceffary,  our  allies,  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  and  nation, 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  an  example 
for  us  to  put  ourfelves  in  the  beft 
pofture  of  defence,  in  cafe  any  un- 
forefeen  accidents  fhoukl  interrupt 
the  prefent  amity  which  fubfills  be- 
tween Great  Britain,  and  the  Euro- 
pean powers. 

Mr.   Speaker,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Aflembly, 

In  purfuance  with  his  Majefly's 
inftru61:ions,  I  am  under  the  neceflity 
of  mentioning  to  you,  a  fettlement 
to  be  made  on  me  immediately  on 
my  arrival,  to  fupport  the  dignity 
and  charafter  of  Captain  General. 

Your  own  wifdom  will  point  out 
the  propereft  mode  in  which  this  is 
to  be  done. — I  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
find  this  fettlement  not  mifapplied, 
and  I  fliall  approve  of  it  and  be  con- 
tented. 

Whenever  his  Majefly's  fervice 
fhall  require  any  fupplies  to  be  raifed 
by  your  houfe,  for  any  purposes 
which  may  from  time  to  time  arife, 
in  which  I  fliall  ever  confider  the  ho- 
nour and  intereft  of  this  Ifland,  I 
will  dired  proper  eftiaiates  to  be  laid 
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before  you  ;  and  will  moft  ftudioufly 
avoid  recommending  any  unneceflary 
cxpence. 

Mr.  Prefidcnt,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council, 

Mr.    Speaker,    Gentlemen  of  the 
Afiembly, 

While  his  Majefty  fhall  be  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  continue  this  di- 
ftant  paj-t  of  his  dominions  under  my 
care,  an  unwearied  attention  to  pro- 
mote the  worfliip  of  God,  and  our 
pure  religion  as  eftablilhed  by  law, 
to  diliHbute  fpeedy  and  impartial 
juiHce,  to  forward  every  matter  which 
can  fupport  and  ilrengthen  your  civil 
and  commercial  interefts,  to  main- 
tain our  moll  excellent  conftitution, 
to  eftabliih  and  cement  univerfal  har- 
mony fhall  animate  me ;  thoroughly 
convinced,  while  engaged  in  thefe 
purfuits,  I  fhall  receive  my  Sove- 
reign's approbation,  your  fiipport, 
and  that  of  this  whole  government. 
Extraii  of  a  letter  from  Grenada, 
April  \%. 

*'  Every  thing  continues  excelTive 
dear  here,  and  we  are  happy  if  we 
can  get  any  thing  for  money,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  quantity  of  veffels  that  are 
taken  by  the  American  privateers. 
A  fleet  of  veilels  came  from  Ireland 
a  few  days  ago  ;  from  fixcy  veflels 
that  departed  from  Ireland  not  above 
twenty-five  arrived  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  iflands ;  the  others  (as 
it  is  thought)  being  all  taken  by  the 
American  privateers.  God  knows, 
it  this  Araericanwar  continues  much 
longer,  we  ihall  all  die  with  hun- 
ger. 

"  There  was  a  guineaman  that 
came  from  Africa  with  450  Negroes, 
fome  thoufand  weight  of  gold  du'ft, 
and  a  great  many  elephants  teeth  ; 
the  whole  cargo  being  computed  to 
be  worth  2o,oool.  llerling,  taken  by 
an  Aqierican  privateer,  a  brig,  mount- 
ing fourteen  cannoii,  a  few  days 
ago.  The  name  of  the  guineaman 
was  the  St.  George,  Capt.  Moore ; 
fhc  was  bound  for  tids  illand." 
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Extra!?  of  a  Utter  from  Chirks  Towfif 
South  Carolina,  May  17. 

"  A  chief  of  the  Oneida  Indians 
is  arrived  here  from  the  Cherokee 
country,  attended  by  feveral  of  his 
countrymen,  and  a  number  of  Che- 
rokees.  He  has  been  on  an  embafiy 
of  importance  to  the  feveral  tribes  on 
the  Ohio,  as  far  as  the  Chickefaws. 
He  fays  hundreds  of  Indians  are  on 
their  march  for  Philadelphia,  in  or- 
der to  join  the  provincial  army." 
Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Charles  fo-wriy 
South  Carolina,  May  20. 

"  The  French  have  ftationed  a 
number  of  their  men  of  war,  frigates, 
and  armed  veflels,  to  cruize  round 
their  Welt-India  iflands,  to  protedl 
the  trade  they  carry  on  with  the 
Americans,  who  now  drive  a  very 
great  trafhckwith  the  people  of  Mar- 
tinico,  Guadaloupe,  &c. 

•'  A  genera!  amnelty  to  all  French 
deferters  is  publilhed  at  Martinico. 
A  vefTel  from  Turk's-Ifland  brings  u? 
a  copy  of  the  French  commandant's 
inftruftions  refpe^fting  the  protec- 
tion of  all  American  vcflels,  and  in- 
forms, that  he  reqiielted  it  might  be 
made  known  to  all  America  as  foon 
as  pofiible." 

Extral  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia, 
Ma-f  26. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  North  and 
South  Carolina  all  tiie  winter  carried 
on  aliuoll  a  free  trade,  on  account 
that  there  were  no  ports  near  their 
coails,  therefore  the  EngliHi  men  of 
war  could  not  well  cruize  upon  them, 
confequently  biifmefs  has  gone  on 
there  very  rapidly  between  the  Ca- 
rolineaus  and  the  French  and  Dutch.  '* 

Some  private  letters  received  from 
Charles-Town, South-Carolina,  men- 
tion, that  a  brigadier-general  and  -n 
knigjit  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis  ar- 
rived there  the  14th  of  May  la(l  in  a 
provincial  privateer  from  St.  Maloes^ 
with  an  intent  to  ferve  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  of  America. 
With  the  abo\e  officer  feveral  young- 
gentlemen     of     good     families     in 

Y  2  '  France 


France  arrived  alfo  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe. 


SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

At  a  General  Anembly  begun  and 
holden  at  Charles-Town,  on  Friday 
the  6th  day  cf  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred andrev-enty-fix,  and  from  thence 
continued  by  div^ers  adjournments  to 
the  13th  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy  -feven. 

An  ORDINANCE, 
For  efiallijl:i-ng  cti  O ,\TH  cf  Abju- 
ration ajid  Allegiance. 
V/HEREAS  in  all  ftates  protec- 
tion and  allegiance  are,  or  ought  to 
be,  reciprocal,  and  thofe  vvlio  will 
not  bear  the  latter  are  not  entitled  to 
the  benef  ts  of  the  former : 

Be  it   therefore  ordained,  by    his 
Excellency  •  John     Rutledge,    Efq  ; 
Prefident  and   Commander   in  chief 
in  and  over  the  flate  of  South  Caro- 
lina, by  tlie  Honourable   the  Legif- 
lative  Council  and  General  Afl'embly 
of  the    faid  ftate,    and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  fame.  That  the  Preiident 
and   Commander  in   Chiqf   for   the 
time  being,   v,'it]i  the  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council,    fnall  appoint  proper 
perfons   to   adm.iniller  the  following 
oath  to  ail  the  late  officers  of  the  Kinp- 
of  Great  Britain,   and  to  all    other 
perfons  (other  than  prifoners  of  v.'ar) 
who  now  are  or  hereafier  may  come 
into  this  ftate,    as  they  the  faid  Pi-e- 
iident  and  Privy  Council  iliall  fafpeft 
of  holding    principles   injurious    to 
the  rights  of  the  ftate: 

^'  I  A.  B.  do  acknowledge,  that 
the  ftate  of  South  Caroiina  is,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  inde- 
pendent, and  fovereign  ftate,  and 
that  the  people  thereof  owe  no  al- 
legiance or  obedience  to  George  the 
Tliird  of  Great-Britain  j  and  I  do 
renounce,  refafe,  and  abjure,  any  al- 
legiance or  obedience  to  him.  And 
I  do  alfo  fwear  (or  affirm,  as  the  cafe 
maybe)  that  I  will,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  pov/er,    fupport,  maintain,   and 
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defend  the  f:ud  ftate  againft  the  faid 
King  George  the  Third,  his  heiri 
and  fucceflbrs,  and  his  or  their  abet- 
tors, affiftants,  and  adherents.  And 
I  farther  fwear,  that  I  will  bear  faith- 
ful and  true  allegiance  to  the  faid 
ftate,  and  to  the  utm.oft  of  my  power 
will  fupport,  maintain,  and  defend 
the  freedom  and  independence  there- 
of." 

And    be  it  further  ordained,   by 
the  authority  afoi^efaid.  That  if  any 
perfon   or  perfons  to  whom  the  faid 
oath  ftiall  be   tendered,    ftiall  refufe 
to  take   the   fame,  then  he  or  they 
ftiall,    within   fixty  days   after  fuch 
refiifal,  or  as  foon  as  may  be  hereafter, 
be  fent  oH' from  this  ftate,  taking  his 
or  their  fimilies  with  them,   if  he  or 
they  ftiall  think   lit  fo  to  do,  to  Eu- 
rope or  the  V/eft-Inuies,  at  the  pub- 
lic  expence,   except  fuch  perfons  as 
in    the  opinion  of  the  Preiident  and 
Privy  Council  are  able  to  pay  their 
own  expences ;    provided,   neverthe- 
lefs.  That  all  and  every  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  ftiall  be  at  liberty  to  fell 
and  difpofe  of  his  or  their  eftates  or 
interefts  in  this  ftate,  and  (after  fatis- 
fying  all  juft  and  equitable  claims  and 
demands  which  fnall  be  brought  againft 
him  or  them)  to  carry  the  amount  and 
produce  thereof  with  him  or    tiiem  ; 
and  alfo  to  nominate  an  attorney  or  at- 
tornies  (to  be  approved  of  by  tlie  Pre- 
fident and  Privy  Council)  to  I'ell  and 
difpofe  of  his  or  their  eftate  or  eftates ; 
and  in  like  manner  v/ith  the  fubjetls  of 
this  ftate,  to  demand  fecurity,  or  fue 
for,  as  the  cafe  may  be ;  and  to  recover, 
in  his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  all  fuch 
debts  and   fum.s  of  money  as  are  or 
ftiall  be  due,  owing,  or  payable  to  him 
or  them  refpeftively,  and  to  remit  thfe 
fame  to  him  or  them  refpeftively,    in 
fuch  way    and  manner  as  they  ftiall 
think  lit,  provided  it  be  not  repugnant 
to  the  refolutions  of  the  Congrefs,  or 
the  laws  of  this  ftate. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by 
the  authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  fo  fent  oft'  from 
ihe  ftate,   liiall  return  to  the  fame, 
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then  he   or  they   ftiall  be  adjudged 
■guilty  of  treaibn   againft  the    ftate, 
and   Ihail,  upon   convidion  thereof, 
fufr'er  death  as  a  traitor. 

And   be  it  further  ordained,    by 
the  authority  aforefaid.  That  all  and 
every  fuch  pcrfon  or  perfcns  in  this 
ftate,  who  ihall  hereafter  accept  or 
take  any  oEceorplan  of  truft  or  emo- 
lunient  under  the  authority  thereof, 
ihail,  before  he  enter  upcn  the  exe- 
cution '.  f  fuch  office,  or  plan  of  truft, 
take  the  oath  before-mentioned. 
JoHiv  Matthews,  Speaker  of  the 
General  AlTembly. 
In  the    Council   Chamber,    the 
1 3  th  day  of  February,  1777. 
Aflented  to,  J.  Rutlhdgs. 
Hugh    Kutledge,   Speaker  of 
the  Legifiative  Council, 
W.  NtsBiT,  Dep.  Sec. 
South-Carolina,  Secretary  Offxe. 
(A  true  copy.) 

Several  letters  received  by  mer- 
chants in  London  from  their  corre- 
fpondents  in  France,  confirm  the 
daily  reports  of  the  great  partiality 
fliev.'n  to  the  Americans  by  all  ranks 
of  people  there,  particularly  the  mer- 
chants and  traders,  fome  of  whom 
are  making  great  fortunes  by  their 
new  correfpondents  and  good  friends 
(as  they  call  them)  the  Americans ; 
and  though  the  French  Miniftry  do 
not  publicly  encourage  fuch  a  com- 
merce, yet  it  is  univerfally  believed 
they  conni've  at  it,  as  it  is  well  known 
they  dare  not.  fo  openly  purfue  fuch  a 
traffic  v/ithout  the  aflent  of  the  Court. 
One  letter  in  particular  from  a  gen- 
tleman in  Courdeaux,  dated  the  14th 
of  June,  fays,  "  I  wonder  at  the  fu- 

pinenefs  of  the  Britilli  adm n, 

in  fufFering  the  French  publicly  to 
carry  on  a  trade  with  North- Ame- 
rica; fuch  conduft  in  a  kingdom, 
prcfeffing  amicable  difpofitlons  to- 
wards Great  Britain,  furely  deferves 
hot  only  the  cenfure,  but  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  Britilh  arms." 
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ExtraSl  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.    Nen'e., 

late    ccmmandsr    of     his    Mcfjtft 
Jchocner    Prince    William,    of  eight 

gunty  dated  Bojion  Prifon,  May  13. 

"  In  my  laft  I  acquainted  you  of 
my  fuccefs  in  taking  American  prizes ; 
but  my  fortune  now  is  quite  the  re- 
verfe  :  on  the  2d  of  this  jnonth,  fall- 
ing in  with  the  Spy,  an  American 
privateer  fnow  cf  i  z  guns,  my  veflel 
was  taken  after  an  engagem.ent  of 
t'lree  glafies,  and  brought  into  this 
port,  where  myfelf  and  crew  are  pri- 
foner;.  Boftcn  harbour  Ivvarms  Vv-ith 
privateers  and  their  prizes :  this  is  a 
great  place  of  rendezvous  with  them  ; 
the  privateers  men  come  on  fhore  here 
full  of  money,  and  enjoy  themfelves 
much  after  the  fame  manner  the  En- 
glifli  leamen  at  Portfmouth  and  Plv- 
mouth,  &LC.  did  in  the  late  war ;  and 
by  the  belt  information  I  can  get, 
there  are  no  lefs  than  fifteen  foreion 
vefTels  lately  arrived  in  the  harbour 
with  cargoes  of  various  articles." 
Extrail  cf  a  letter  from  Dunkirk, 
June  26. 

"  This  morning,  between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock,  Capt.  Cunning- 
ham and  Capt.  Roberts  failed  from 
this  place  In  two  iliips,  built,  armed, 
and  m.anned  here  ;  thefe  ftiips  belong 

to  fome  perfon  in  M.  de  S -'s 

favour,  and  are  to  cruize  againft  the 
Engliih  and  Portuguefe  ftilps,  chiefly, 
as  itis  reprefented,  againft  the  mails: 
Cunningham  pledged  his  honour  to 
his  employers  on  failing,  that  they 
fhouid  foon  hear  of  him  ;  the  iliip  on 
board  which  he  is,  is  one  of  the  beft 
failers  known ;  the  crew  is  compofed, 
of  all  the  moft  defperate  fellows 
which  could  be  procured  in  fo  blefle4 
a  port  as  Dunkirk." 

A  letter  from  St.  Maloes  fays, 
that  a  French  ftiip  of  28  guns,  called 
tlie  Diadem,  which  was  a  privateer 
in  the  late  war,  has  been  purchafed 
at  that  port  for  the  Americans,  whofe 
ufe  iae  is  fitting  for,  and  is  almoft 
ready  for  fea.     The  Captain  of  her 

is 


(     174     ) 

is  a  perfon  from  Nantucket;  fhe  is  ing,  as  fuppofed,  foY  the  homeward- 

to  carry  28  guns,   22  nine  pounders,  bound  (hips  for  Liverpool  and  Briftol." 

and  fix   fours,  befides  a   number  of 

fwivels,  and  is  provided  with  cloie  Whiiehaven,  (in  England)  'Jhurfday, 


quarters,  and  every  lequifite  to  corn- 
pleat  her  for  a  iliip  of  war.  She  is 
manned  with  a  few  Americans ;  the 
others  are  Englifh,  Irifh,  and  French. 
Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Nantucket ^ 
May  15. 
*'  The  iithirJl-.  Capt.  Simpklns, 
commander  of  the  Fortune  Provincial 
fhip  of  war,  of  22  guns,  4  cclicrr;:, 
and  I  8  fwivels,  fell  in  with  the  En- 
gliih  brig  Bofcawen,  of  1 8  fix- 
pounders,  near  this  port,  and  after 
an  engagement  of  upwards  of  an 
hour,  the  latter  was  taken,  and  car- 
ried for  Bolton.  We  faw  the  adion, 
wlvich  was  continued  a  confiderable 


'June  26. 

The  brig  Crav/ford,  formerly  of 
Glafgow,  arrived  here  this  morning 
with  one  hundred  and  ten  feamen, 
befides  five  women  and  feme  chil- 
aron,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Americans  fi-om  different  vefiels,  all 
in  this  channel. 

The  luiiowing  authentic  account 
v/ill  bell  explain  this  difagreeable 
affair,  Vvhich  our  duty  to  the  public 
obliges  us,  however,  unwilling,  to 
relate  : 

The  Expedition,  Braithwaite,  failed 
from  hence  on  Sunday  the  15th  inlL 
bound   for  Norway  ;  the  Wednefday 


time  very  refohue,  by  both  parties,     following,     being    then    about    two 


and  feeraed  to  us  rather  doubtful. 
The  Captain  of  the  bjig  was  wound- 
ed, and  the  ofiicer  that  was  fecond  in 
command  was  killed." 
Extrail  of  a  letter  from  Kinfale, 
June  24. 
*'  Two  filhing-boats,  who  came 
in  here  yefterday,  brought  on  fnorc 
the  crew  of  a  iliip  taken  by  an  Ame- 
rican privateer  off  Briuol  Channel  ; 
the  privateer  made  a  fignal  to  the 
fiiliing-boats,  which  they  thought  fig- 
nihed  their  want  of  a  pilot  for  Corke 


miles  from  the  Mull  of  Cantire,  fhe 
fell  in  with  three  American  priva- 
teers, viz.  the  Reprifal,  Commodore 
Wickes,  of  18  guns  and  130  men, 
with  eight  cohorns  in  her  tops,  and 
a  number  of  fwivels;  her  carriage 
guns  all  fix  pounders,  double  forti- 
fied:  the  Lexington,  Johnfon,  of  16 
guns  and  110  men,  with  4  cohorns 
in  her  tops,  and  a  great  number  of 
fwivels;  her  carriages  fame  weight 
of  rncial  as  the  Reprifai's,  and  forti- 
fied  in  the   fame  manner;  and  the 


or  Kinfale,  and  accordingly  went  on  Dolphin,  Nicholfon,  of  10  guns  and 
boaiu,  when  they  put  the  crew  on 
board  them,  having  fent  the  vefiel 
the  day  before  for  France.  The  pri- 
vateer's  people  behaved  very  well  to 
the  filhermen,  paid  them  for  what 
fi{h  they  took,  and  tiie  Captain  gave 
them  a  caik  of  brandy  for  their  trouble 
in  coming  on  board.  She  was  called 
the  Refolution,  mounted  fourteen 
guns,  and  had  one  hundred  and  ten 
men  when  fae  left  New-England,  but 
it  that  tiirie  not  above  eighty,  on  ac- 
count of  the  number  they  had  put  on 
board  their  prizes,  hf.vine  taken  five 
already.  We  have  received  advices 
from  the  We?Kvard,  that  two  priva- 
teers had  appeared  off  there,  in  wait- 


64  men,  with  a  number  of  fwiveb 
and  fmall  arms. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  all 
the  veffels  taken  by  the  faid  priva- 
teers from  the  19th  inftant  to  the 
23d  inclufive. 

June  J9tJi.  Sloop  Merrin  of 
Greenock,  Neal  Taylor,  from  Green- 
ock to  Suna,  ballait,  lunk. 

19th.  Brig  Expedition  of  White- 
haven, William  Braithwaite,  from 
Whitehaven  to  Norway,  ballaft, 
funk. 

19th.  Ship ,  Kibble  M'Gom- 

rc),  bailafr,  fent  to  France. 

2  1!!.  Erig  Jenny  and  Sally  of 
Gl«ii£Ov/,    Vvjr..    Drummcnd,    from 

Glafgow 
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Glafgow  to  Norway,  ballaft,  fent  to 
France. 

20th.  Sloop  Jafon,  of  White- 
haven, Ifaac  Hiitchinfon,  from 
Whitehaven  to  Peter/burgh,  ballail, 
fcnt  to  France. 

20th.     Jenny  and  Peggy  of  Irvin, 

William  Howe,  from to  Irvin, 

ballail,  funk. 

20th.  Sloop  Edward  and  Ann  of 
Queensferry,  Edward  Brown,  from 
Koningfburg  to  Liverpool,  wheat, 
fent  to  France. 

2 1  ft.  Bark  John  and  Thomas  of 
Whitehaven,  John  Yowart,  from 
Norway  to  Dublin,  deals,  fent  to 
France. 

2 2d.  Brig  Grayftock  of  Work- 
ington, James  Clarke,  from  Work- 
ington to  Dublin,  coals,  funk. 

22d,  Brip-  Richard  of  Whitehaven, 
Thomas  Ledger,  from  Whitehaven 
to  Dublin,  coals,  funk. 

22d.  Brig  Favourite  offJaryport, 
Caleb  Grave,  from  Maryport  to 
Dublin,  coals,  funk. 

23d.  Ship  Grace  of  Liverpool, 
John  Wardley,  from  Jamaica  to  Li- 
verpool, rum,  fugar,  and  tobacco, 
fent  to  France. 

23d.  Brig  Peggy  of  Killabeg, 
Thomas  Atridge,  from  Corke  to  Li- 
verpool, butter  and  hides,  fent  to 
France. 

23d.  Brig  Crawford  of  Greenock, 
Alexander  Alexander,  from  Green- 
ock to  St.  Ubes,  ballafl,  given  to  the 
mafters  and  crews  to  brig  them  to 
Whitehaven. 

Sunkalfo  a  fmall  boat  off  the  Mull 
of  Can  tire,  Thomas  Mac  Dugan, 
mailer. 

On  Tuefday  laft,  Johnfon,  (byper- 
miifion  of  his  Commodore,  Wickes,) 
put  1 10  of  the  prifoners  on  board 
the  Crawford,  v/ith  leave  for  them 
to  depart,  and  make  the  beft  of  their 
way  to  any  port  in  England.  They 
were  put  on  board  laid  veflel  about 
one  league  from  Tufcar,  but  under 
a  promife  of  reaching  Whitehaven, 
if  polTible,  witiiout  putting  into  any 
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port,  or  landing  any  of  the  pa/Tcn- 
gers.  The  reaibn  of  this  caution  fs 
obvious ;  Whitehaven  being  at  tire 
greateil  diilance,  the  alarm  would  be 
fo  much  longer  in  reaching  the  ears 
of  Government,  which  they  could 
not  doubt  would  immediately  take 
the  moft  hally  Heps  to  prevent  any 
future  depredations,  efpecialiy  fo  near 
home. 

Another  account  fays,  they  left 
the  privateers  on  Monday  lali,  five 
leagues  N.  E.  from  Tufcar. 

The  above  privateers,  the  firil  of 
which  is  frigate  built,  the  fecond  a 
brig,  and  the  third  a  cutter,  failed 
from  Nantz  about  fi\'e  weeks  ago, 
went  round  Ireland,  and  up  the 
North  Channel  ;  they  detained  tl\e 
Crawford  till  they  had  reached  Tuf- 
cai-,  when,  having  a  free  wind,  tiiey 
ftood  out  of  the  channel,  and  the 
Crawford,  under  tlie  command  of 
Captain  John  Yowart,  direfted  her 
courfe  for  Whiteha\en,  where  Ihe ar- 
rived as  above-mentioned. 

Copy  of  the  Original  Letter. 
Of:    board  the    Reprilal,     tie     ^d    of 
Jmie,   i-jj-j. 
"  Thefe   are  to  certify,  that  the 
brig  Crawford,  Alexander  Alexander, 
formerly  mailer,  who  was   taken  by 
oneof  thefquadron  (yefterday)  under 
my  command :  that  I  give  the  faid 
brig   to  each  of  the    under  v/rittcn 
men,  who   have   been  taken   by   mc 
and  my  fquadron,  to  carry  them  to 
Whitehaven,  and  there  to  difpofe  of 
her  upon  their  joint  accounts,  and  to 
be  difpofed   of,  as   they   think  moil 
proper  after  their  arrival  at  the  faid 
port  of  Whitehaven.     Given  under 
my  hand   the   day   and   date  above 
written. 

Witnefs,       Lambbrt  Wickes. 
Heury  Johnfon. 

Alexander  Alexander,    mailer   of 
the  brio;  Crawford. 

John  Yov^art,  mailer  of  the  John 
and  Thomas. 

Jofeph  Hutciiinfon,  mailer  of  the 
Jaion. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  AttrlJge,  mafcer  of  die 
iliip  Peggy. 

Johu  Wardley,  of  thafhip  Grace, 
Li%'erpooi. 

Caleb  Grave,  maftcr  of  the  Fa- 
vourite, of  Maryport. 

V/iiliam  Drummond,  mafter  of 
the  Jenny  and  Sally." 

Lnvdofi,  July  4.  The  following  ad- 
vert!(einent  appeared  in  ail  tlie  daily 
news -papers : 

"  New  Lloyd's  Coffee-houfe, 
''  July  3,  1777. 
"  THE  merchants,  owners  of 
"^  Hiips,  and  infurers,  obferving  that 
tlie  French,  in  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  have  permitted 
American  privateers  not  only  to 
bring  in  Britifh  fnips  and  cargoes, 
but  alfo  to  fell  the  fame  in  their 
ports  ill  Europe  and  the  Weft- 
Is:  dies,  many  of  which  privateers, 
it  is  well  known,  are  the  property 
of,  and  manned  by.  Frenchmen  ; 
and  whereas  a  continuance  of  fuch 
praclice  muft  prove  ruinous  to  the 
commercial  interefts  of  this  king- 
dom, the  ovyners  of  all  fuch  Ihips 
nnd  cargoes  as  have  been,  or  may 
be,  taken,  and  fold  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  France  or  the  Weft-Indies, 
are  earneltly  intreated  to  fend  the 
particulars  thereof  to  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth,  his  IVIajefty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  fouthern 
department,  and  alfo  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Adr-airalty,  in  order  that 
Adminiilration  may  be  fully  ap- 
prifed  of  the  alarming  extent  of 
this  growing  and  dellrudiveevil." 

ViJr    the    Rf- MEM  BR  ANGER. 

The  number  of  our  iliips  taken 
by  the  American  and  French  pri- 
vateers is  truly  alarming ;  and  wliat 
appears  more  furprlzing  is,  that  We 
fcarcely  ever  hear  of  any  of  thofe  priva- 
teers being  taken,  but  frequently  a 
number  of  their  trading  (hips. — This 
circumftancejto  the  intelligent  Englifh 


merchant,  accounts  for  the  myf!erv', 
viz.  In  former  wars,  the  firit  objeft  of 
adminiftration  was,  to  protecl  our  own 
commerce,  tlien  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my's ;  for  which  purpofe,  bcfides  the 
proper  convoys,  a  number  of  our  men 
of  war  were  ordered  to  cruize  in  the 
various  trafts  and  latitudes  of  our 
trade,  which  effedlually  fccured  it. 
The  refidue  of  our  fleet  was  either 
employed  in  fquadrons  againll  the 
enemy,  or  in  fmgle  fhips  in  the  lati- 
tudes of  their  trade,  to  deflroy  it. 
But  this  wife  and  fafe  fyftem  has  been 
reverfed,  for  the  fake  of  eiicourao^ino- 
a  few  naval  commanders,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  merchants ;  for  our  offi- 
cers are  nov/  at  liberty,  without  anj^ 
regard  to  the  proteftion  of  our  trade, 
to  cruize  in  the  latitudes  of  the  ene- 
my's, where  they  joyfully  fucceed  in 
taking  fome  prizes. 

The  American  and  French  priva- 
teers more  fuccefsfully  and  joyfully 
cruize  in  the  latitudes  of  ours,  where 
it  is  left  open  and  uncontrouled  to 
their  range.  And  who  can  now  be 
furprized  at  their  depredations  ?  fmce, 
as  long  as  we  have  more  Ihipping 
and  trade  than  they,  they  muft  have 
tJie  advantage  of  us  in  this  foolilh 
warfare. 

We  heard  of  inroads  fome  time 
flncemade  by  the  Georgians  into  the 
•northern  diftricls  of  Ball:  Florida.  It 
originated  from  a  deflfe  in  the  com- 
manders in  Florida  to  get  plunder  of 
the  Georgians,  as  it  was  well  known 
how  incapable  we  were  to  carry  on 
an  honourable  and  regular  war  with 
them,  from  fuch  an  infant  colony. 
Accordingly,  plunder  was  obtained, 
which  anfwered  a  military  purpofe 
very  well,  who  had  all  to  get,  and 
nothing  to  lofe.  But  what  was  the 
coofequence  ?  the  Georgians  (before 
not  holtile  towards  their  neighbours) 
make  an  invafion  into  the  province, 
and  retaliate  upon  the  unfufpefting, 
unguarded  Florida  planter,  to  his 
great  grief  and  ruin,  and  fully  com- 
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peiifate  themfelves  for  the  injury  and 
ravages  they  received  from  our  fup- 
pofed  military  protedors. 

When  the  mifchief  was  done  by 
the  Georgians,  a  fhip  or  two  were 
ftationeu  in  St.  Mary's  and  St.  John's 
rivers,  near  the  fences.  Had  this 
l>een  done  at  firll,  before  our  gover- 
nors commenced  holHlities  againll 
thejr  neighbours,  it  would  have  fe 
cured  the  colony. 

1  hav^e  lately  been  informed,  that 
even  thefe  two  or  three  vefiels  in  St, 
John's  and  St.  Mary's  rivers  have  left 
their  llations,  and  are  goneout  to  the 
more  profitable  employ  of  cruizing 
in  the  enemy's  trading  latitudes. 
What  a  pleafing  refiedion  mull  this 
be  to  the  naked  Floridans ! 

ExtiaSl  of  a  letter  from    Rotterdam, 

March  30,  1777. 
"  Yeilerday  the  Prince  of  An- 
fpach  arrived  here  with  a  regiment 
of  chafieurs  to  guard  the  recruits 
going  to  America,  and  prevent  mu- 
tiny and  defertion.  Never  was 
there  exhibited  in  any  age  or  country 
a  more  Ihocking  fpedlacle ;  the  poor 
wretclics  were  many  of  them 
bound  hands  and  feet,  and  tranfport- 
ed  in  waggons  and  carts :  but  not- 
withuanding  this  precaution,  many 
of  them  found  means  to  defert,  and 
Others  were  ihot  by  the  chafieurs,  in 
attempting  to  do  it.  No  words  can 
c.vprefs  the  indignation  which  I  felt 
from  the  barbarous  treatment  of  thefe 
poor  peafants,  {none  of  them  -were  foi- 
dieri)  thus  torn  from  every  attach- 
ment of  country,  of  confanguinity, 
and  of  friendfhip,  and  fold  to  fufter 
and  periih  by  the  fatigues,  difeafes, 
and  dangers  of  a  long  voyage,  and 
diihmt,  cruel  war.  Their  Prince  too 
difcovered  fome  emotions ;  but  they 
were  from  vexation  for  the  lofs  he 
was  likely  to  fuftain  by  thofe  of  his 
recruits,  who  were  either  deferted  or 
fiiot  before  their  aclual  delivery  to 
the  purchafers.  At  length,  however, 
the  greatelt  part  of  thefe  wretches 


were  embarked  ;  and  the  Prince, 
like  a  true  father  of  his  people,  re- 
turned to  enjoy  the  price  of  their 
blood. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
W:u-Offie,   February  11,    1777. 

The  Board  of  War  having  received 
information  of  the  good  fuccefs  the 
recruiting  officers  meet  within  raifmg 
the  new  levies ;  but  that  from  a  de- 
fire  in  the  officers  to  have  their  bfitta- 
lions  and  companies  entirely  com- 
pleated,  before  they  join  the  army, 
great  numbers  of  ufeful  foldiers  are; 
idle  in  quarters,  when  their  fervices 
are  wanted  at  camp.-  I  have  it  in  di- 
reftion  to  order  and  llridlly  enjoin 
all  recruiting  officers,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  Stares,  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  North  River,  and  in  the 
Middle  States,  forthwith  to  march 
their  men  to  the  feveral  places  of 
rende7A0us,  appointed  for  afTem- 
bling  the  regiments,  asfoouas  thirty 
privates  are  raifed  m  any  company, 
leaving  proper  officers  to  compleat 
the  rcfpcctive  regiments  and  com- 
panies at  the  places  of  recruiting. 
And  all  officers,  commanding  regi- 
ments, who  have  recruiting  parties 
out  on  fervice,  in  the  fald  Middle 
States,  are  directed  to  attend  dili- 
gently to  the  equipping  and  fending 
off  the  companies  to  join  General 
Wafhingron,  as  fpcedily  as  poffible, 
after  their  arrival  at  the  places  of  ren- 
dezvous.       RiCHA  RI)  PCTERS,    ScC. 

Ph'dadeJphia^  February  19.  Lall 
Friday  the  following  gentlemen  were 
eltifled  at  the  llatehoufe,  viz.  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  jun.  counfellor,  and 
Col.  Bull,  Col.  Moor,  Major  Lollar, 
and  Col.  Coats,  members  of  aflembly 
for  tlie  county  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Hon  .'John  M'Kinly,  Efq.  is 
appointed  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Delaware  ftate. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Eatrail   of  a  Utter  from  Haddonfdd, 

March  17,  1777. 

"  I  have  jull:  feen  a  letter  fMm 
Z  Ger4, 
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Gen.  Maxwell,  dated  at  Weftfield, 
on  the  14th  inftant,  in  which  he 
mentions  a  Ikirmifh  of  fome  impor- 
tance with  the  enemy,  on  Saturday 
the  8th  inftant :  as  it  is  new  to  me,  I 
tranfmit  it  to  you,  though  you  may 
probably  have  had  a  better  account 
of  it.  He  mentions  that  the  enemy 
had  brought  out  all  their  troops  from 
Amboy,  &c.  fuppofed  to  be  about 
3000,  and  polled  themfelves  on 
Punk-hill ;  They  brought  artillery 
and  a  number  of  waggons,  as  if  to 
forage,  though  there  was  none  left  in 
that  neighbourhood  worth  notice. 
General  Maxwell,  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  was  on  a  rifing 
ground  to  the  northward,  in  plain 
view,  though  at  a  good  dillance.  The 
enemy  were  too  well  fituated  to  be 
attacked :  he  fent  a  party  to  the  left 
to  amufe  them,  but  his  real  defign 
was  to  the  right  on  the  heights  to- 
wards Bonamtown  :  he  fent  a  ftrong 
party  that  way  to  examine  their  lines, 
if  they  had  any,  and  to  fall  in  near 
the  end  of  them,  that  he  might  fall 
on  their  flank  ;  this  was  performed  by 
part  of  Col.  Potter's  battalion  of 
Pennfylvania  militia,  and  part  of 
Col.  Thatcher's  of  N.  E.  Col. 
Cook  of  the  Pennfylvanians  had  been 
ordered  from  Matuching  to  come 
down  on  Carman's-Hill,  and  keep 
along  the  heights  till  he  met  the  ene- 
my. About  half  a  mile  lower  down, 
between  Carman's  Plill  and  Wood- 
bridge,  the  two  parties  being  lined, 
met  a  ftrong  advanced  party  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  firft  firing  Col. 
Martin  and  Lieut.  Col.  Lindley  were 
fent  to  fupport  them ;  they  all  be- 
haved well,  and  kept  their  ground 
till  they  were  fupported  from  the 
main  body,  which  immediately 
marched  that  way.  The  enemy  alfo 
fent  out  a  reinforcement ;  but  on  an- 
other regiment  of  ours  being  fent  on 
the  left  to  cut  them  off  from  their 
main  body,  the  party  gave  way  in 
great  confufion ;  the  flame  catched 
their  main  body,  and  all  went  toge- 


ther.  Our  people  purfued  them,  and 
took  a  prifoner  and  a  baggage  wag- 
gon clofe  in  their  rear,  a  good  way 
down  in  the  plain  ground.  Bonam- 
town lay  too  near  on  the  right,  and  a 
plain  open  ground  towards  Amboy, 
to  purfue  far.  They  left  four  dead 
in  the  field,  and  we  took  three  pri- 
foners.  By  the  quantity  the  enemy 
carried  off  in  fleds  and  waggons,  it 
is  fuppofed  they  had  near  twenty 
killed, and  twice  that  number  wound- 
ed. Gen.  Maxwell  alfo  mentions, 
that  by  a  foldier  taken  about  the  1 1  th 
inftant  he  learns,  that  Gen.  Howe 
was  at  Bonam-town  during  the  en- 
gagement, till  he  faw  histroopsmake 
the  befi:  of  their  way  home,  and  then 
he  thought  it  was  time  for  him  to 
go.  That  the  enemy's  real  deilgn  in 
coming  out  that  day  was  to  fecure 
the  General  a  fafe  pafiage  to  Am- 
boy, and  that  he  is  fince  gone  to 
New-York.  The  foldier  further 
fays,  they  talk  no  more  of  going  to 
Morris  Town.  Gen.  Maxwell  adds, 
that  by  every  account  from  prifoners, 
deferters,  and  inhabitants,  the  killed, 
wounded  and  miffing  of  the  enemy, 
in  the  aftion  of  the  23d  of  February, 
was  upwards  of  500." 

Philadelphia.,  March  18,  1777. 
The  following  articles  are  handing 
about  in  this  city,  and  were  the 
firft  night  figned  by  upwards  of 
fifty,  and  fince  then  by  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  friends  of  li- 
berty  : 

Whereas  by  the  fieady  perfeve- 
rance  of  many  true  friends  to  liberty, 
and  the  public  welfare,  a  happy  co- 
alition has  been  eflefted  between  dif- 
ferent parties  equally  folicitous  for 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  though 
differing  in  opinion  as  to  fome  means 
not  eflentially  neccflary  for  obtaining 
it,  and  there  is  a  fair  profpeil  of  the 
refloration  of  order  and  thedueeflab- 
lifhment  of  civil  and  legal  authority, 
under  which  the  ftrengthof  the  State 
may  be  collected  and  exerted,  and  the 
inhabitants  in  every  ftate  of  life  be 
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fecured  in  the  poflbilion  of  peace  and 
property.  And  vvliereas  it  appears 
that  there  is  neverthelefs  a  fcheme 
now  forming  to  overturn  all  prefent 
order  and  a\ithority,  and  to  deprive 
us  of  the  advantages  of  a  militia  law 
for  our  defence,  and  to  throw  our 
public  affairs  again  into  confufion, 
we,  whofe  names  are  underwritten, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  irreparable 
mifchiefs,  which  mull  enfue,  fliould 
the  enemies  to  our  peace  fucceed,  do 
folemnly  engage  ourfelves  to  each 
other,  and  to  the  public,  that  we 
will  moft  firmly  adhere  to  and  abide 
by  the  following  articles : 

Firll,  That  we  will,  to  the  utmofl 
of  our  abilities,  fupport  the  juft  and 
netelfar}'  authority  of  Congrefs,  and 
the  union  and  independence  of  the 
American  States,  againft  all  foreign 
power  and  domelHc  machinations 
whatever. 

Secondly,  That  we  will,  as  far  as 
in  us  lies,  promote  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  State,  and  endeavour  to 
bring  to  juRice  thofe  who  Ihall  at- 
tempt to  diilurb  cither. 

Thirdly,  That  v/e  will  not,  by 
force  or  violence,  or  by  falfe  repre- 
fentatlons,  endeavour  either  to  con- 
firm or  overturn  any  part  of  the  pre- 
fent conftitution,  contrary  to  the  ge- 
neral {e.n{&  of  the  State,  but  will  re- 
fer the  proof  of  every  part  thereof 
either  to  a  candid  reafoning  or  a  fair 
experiment. 

Fourthly,  That  in  the  mean  time 
we  will,  to  the  utmofl  of  our  pov/er, 
fupport  the  civil  magiftrate  in  the 
execution  of  fuch  wholefome  laws  as 
are  or  fhall  be  enadted  by  the  pre- 
fent AfTembly. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Philadelphia,  March  20,    1777. 

Complaint  being  made  of  the  irre- 
gular behaviour  of  certain  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  deferters,  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  all 
deferters  from  the  enemy's  army,  at 


prefent  in  Philadelphia,  who  have 
not  written  licences  from  proper  au- 
thority to  remain  in  town,  do  imme- 
diately repair  to  fome  other  part  of 
the  continent.  They  will  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  proper  pafTes  by  giving 
their  names,  and  the  name  of  the 
places  to  which  they  are  defirous  to 
remove,  to  the  Town-Major.  Such 
as  are  found  in  this  city  after  three 
days,  may  expedl  to  be  fent  to  jail. 
I^ORATio  Gates,  Major  Gen. 

Bnjlon,  Fthruary  6.  Saturday  lafl 
fet  off  for  Newport,  under  a  llrong 
guard,  commanded  by  Captain  Ayres, 
a  number  of  prifoners  from  the  in- 
land parts  of  this  Hate,  in  order  to  be 
exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of 
ours  now  with  the  enemy. 

And  on  Monday  another  pack  of 
thofe  vermin  pafTed  through  Cam- 
bridge from  the  flate  of  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,  on  their  way  to  Newport,  to 
be  exchanged  ;  among  whom  were 
feveral  of  Rogers's  rangers,  who  were 
taken  in  the  battle  of  White-Plains, 
near  New- York. 

Several  companies  of  foldiers  who 
have  inlifted  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war  have  marched  from  this 
flate  within  thefe  few  days  pafl  for 
Ticonderoga,  and  numbers  more  will 
fet  oft"  fhortly. 

We  hear  that  a  general  exchange  of 
prifoners  is  foon  to  take  place  over 
the  whole  Continent ;  thofe  taken 
in  Quebec  are  already  exchanged. 

We  are  well  allured  from  good 
authority,  that  General  Howe  was 
by  his  fuccefles  in  the  Jeriies,  fo  fure 
of  reducing  the  Americans  to  a  fub-  . 
miflion,  that  he  had  wrote  leafes  of 
their  lands,  and  had  aftually  given 
them  to  a  number  that  had  fubmit- 
ted.  Is  this  a  term  of  peace  which 
fome  would  folicit,  to  have  their  lands 
leafed  to  them ! 

Bojion,  Feb.  26.  The  Honourable 

General  AfTembly   of  the   State   of 

Rhode-Ifland,  have  appointed  Henry 

Marchant,  Efq.  a  Delegate  for  that 

Zz.  State. 
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State  in  the  Grand  American  Con- 
grefs. 

We  learn  from  Providence,  that 
on  Friday  laft,  a  fchooner,  one  of  the 
enemy's  tenders,  from  Newport,  go- 
ing round  Warwick-Point,  near  that 
place,  ran  a-ground ;  On  difcovery 
of  which.  Admiral  Hopkins,  fent 
down  the.  river  a  vefiel  of  force,  to 
take  pofll'ffion  of  her,  and  when  flie 
had  got  vviihin  about  a  mile  of  her, 
the  enemy  blew  her  up. 

Prot'ictince.  March  i.  Friday  fe'n- 
night  a  party  of  our  troops  landed  on 
Rhode-liland,  and  brought  off  a 
quantity  of  hay  and  oats.  Capt. 
Tyler,  in  the  Spitfire  galley,  attended 
the  landing,  and  gallantly  fuftained 
the  enemy's  fire  from  a  battery  of  fix 
guns  for  feveral  hours,  which  was 
briikly  returned,  but  with  what  effe£l 
we  have  not  yet  learnt.  When  the 
troops  had  compleated  the  fcrvice  af- 
figned  tliem,  tlie  Spitfire  drew  off  j  Ihe 
was  confiderably  damaged  in  her 
hull  and  rigging,  and  had  feven  men 
wounded,  one  of  them  mortally. 


In  Congiejs,  January  1 6,  1 777.  Rf- 
folved.  That  a  committee  of  feven  be 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  condu*^ 
of  the  Britifli  and  Heffian  general 
officers  towards  the  officers,  foldiers, 
aud  mariners  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  other  perfons 
inhabitants  of  thefe  Itates,  in  their 
poifeffion  asprifoners  of  war,  or  other- 
wife  ;  and  alfo  into  the  conduft  of 
the  faid  generals  and  officers,  and  the 
troops  under  their  command,  towards 
the  fubje£ts  of  thefe  ftates,  and  their 
property,  mere  efpecially  of  the  llates 
of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey. 

The  members  chofcn,   Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Heyward,  and 
•Jvlr.  Smith.     Extra£lfromthe  MiTiutts. 
Publijhed  hy  order  c/Congre/Sy 
Charles  Thompson,  Sec. 
./;:  Congrejs,   February  26,    1777. 
Refolved,  That  an    intereft  of  fix 
per  cent,  per  annum  be  allowed  on 
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all  fums  of  money  already  borrowed, 
and  directed  to  be  borrowed  on  Loan 
Ofiice  certificates,  although  fuch  cer- 
tificates mention  only  an  interell  of 
four  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Refolved,  That  the  interell:  on  the 
prizes  drawn  in  the  Continental  lot- 
tery, fhall  remain  at  Four  per  cent. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Icgiflatures  of  the  feveral  States, 
not  to  offer  or  to  give  more  than  at 
the  rate  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum 
upon  any  monies  to  be  borrowed  in 
their  refpciStive  loan  ofiices. 

Extract  fiom  the  Minutes, 

Cm  A  R  L  Es  Thomson,  Sec. 
Philadelphia,  Match  20.  The  Con- 
grefs  having  generoufly  ofiered  the 
large  interell  of  fix  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  their  certificates,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  laudable  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  as  well  as  their  own 
mterell,  will  induce  thofe  who  have 
money,  to  lend  it  to  their  country. 
The  States  of  America  are  their  ie- 
curity,  and  the  intereil  will  be  paid 
in  the  moll  punftual  manner,  with- 
out any  of  the  trouble,,  expence  or 
delay,  which  frequently  attends  col- 
ledling  it  from  individuals,  on  pri- 
vate fecurity. 


In  Courcil  of  Safety,  Feb.  15,  1777. 
Ri/olved,  That  applications  for  offi- 
ces in  the  Pennfylvania  regiment^, 
now  raifing  for  the  Continental  fer- 
vice, will  be  received  until  Mcndav 
the  24th  inllant,  when  thia  Board  will 
certainly  proceed  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cancies flill  remaining. 

All  officers  already  appointed  in 
the  above  regiments,  who  are  not  on 
command,  are  required  forthwith, 
to  repair  to  their  duty.  By  order 
of  Council, 

Thomas  WHART0'^,jun.  Prefident. 
///  Council  of  Safety,  Feb.  re. 
Whereas  the  Honourable  Congre  s 
has  authorized  and  direded  this  Coun- 
cil to  ereLl  a  fortifixiation  at  Eillingi"- 
port  for  tliC  defence  and  iecurity  of 
the  city  and  harbour  of  Philadelphia, 

pait 


(    i8i    ; 


prirt  of  which  work  has  already  been 
carried  on  under  the  direiiilion  ot  this 
Boai-d,  and. as  it  is  neccflary  that 
fbme  proper  peribn  be  appointed, 
not  only  to  luperintend  the  f:iid  works, 
but  to  command  fuch  parties,  whe- 
ther regular  foldiers,  militia,  or 
others,  as  may  be  employed  to  com- 
plete and  defend  them,  therefore, 

ReJolveJ,  That  JOHN  BULL, 
Efq.  be  appointed  Colonel  Comman- 
dant of  the  fortifications  at  Billingf- 
port,  and  Superlntendant  ot  the 
works,  and  that  all  officers  and  others, 
employed  in  erefting  or  defending 
the  fame,  do  pay  due  obedience  to 
his  commands,  until  the  works  are 
completed,  or  farther  orders  given 
by  this  Board,  or  other  proper  autho- 
rity. 

'Rtfol-jed,   That  BRATHV/AITE 
jONESj  Efq,  be  appointed  chief  en- 
gineer at  Billingfport,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  rations  cf  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel ;  and  all  officers  and  foldicrs  un- 
der his  command,  as  well  as   work- 
men employed  there,  are  to  obey  him 
as    fuch,    until    the    fortific;itions  at 
tliat  place  are  completed,  or  until  it 
Ihali  be  otherwife  ordered  by  proper 
authority.      E<tra8  frhin  the  Minutes, 
Jacob.  S    H'Whll,  Sec 
To  Major  John  Davis,  of  the  th:rd  bat- 
talion   of  Cumberland  County  ]\Ii- 

litia. 

J.  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
afti\:tv,  vigour  and  diligence,  iince 
you  have  been  under  my  command  ; 
you  will  therefore  march  your  men 
immediately  to  Philadelphia,  and 
there  difcharge  them;  returning ir to 
the  ftore  ail  the  ammunition,  arms 
and  accoutrements,  you  received  at 
that  place. 

I  am  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 
Israel  Putnam. 

Princttonjjn,  Feb.  5,  1777- 
To  Mnjor  ]0Hti    Davis,    of  the  third 

battalion   of   Cumberland    County 

Militia. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  happy  in  an  opportunity  of 
pre  fen  ting  my  compliment}  to   you 


and  your  corps  of  officers,  on  their 
return  fron\  Monmouth  county,  and, 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid 
county,  in  exprelfing  my  gratitude 
to  Col.  Gusrney,  yourfelf,  and  thti 
other  gentlemen,  for  the  great  pains 
that  have  been  taken  to  fupport  n 
regular  difcipline,  and  to  con-eit  and 
make  amends  to  the  utraoll  of  your 
powers  for  thofe  irregularities  and 
errors  which  are  the  unavoidable 
confequenccs  of  the  march  of  a  de- 
tachment of  militia  in  fuch  haltc  as 
your's  did,  through  a  country  where 
no  regular  proviiion  had  been  made 
for  their  fubfiftence,  and  where  fo 
many  of  the  inhabitants  were  inimi- 
cal to  the  caufe. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  can  declare, 
that  Ihavethegreateil  re.dbn  to  think 
the  falvation  of  the  property  and  the 
fecurityof  the  perfbnsof  many  friends 
to  freedom  owing,  under  God,  to 
the  fpirited  exertions  of  the  two  de- 
tachni'  nts  which  marched  into  A'lon- 
mou'Ji ;  the  firit  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Guerney,  and  the  feco.ad  un- 
der your  command. 

\.i\  fliort,  thoi'e  detachments  have 
refcued  the  county  from  the  tyranny 
of  the  Tories,  and  put  it  in  the  power 
of  their  own  militia  to  recover  and 
embody  themfeivci  in  fuch  manner 
as  to  be  able  to  jiand  on  their  owa 
defence.  —I  wifli  you,  dear  Sir,  a 
fafe  return  with  your  detachment  to 
yoar  and  their  houfes  and  connec- 
tions, and  a  long  and  happy  cnjey- 
ment  of  thole  domellic  blcifincrs, 
which  you  ha^'e  taken  {id  much  pains 
to  reitore  and  fecure  to  others  in  z 
neighbouring  flate ;  and  that  you 
may  never  fnd  thofe  under  your  con-i- 
mand  lefs  ready  to  turn  out  for  the 
public  good,  than  they  have  been  in 
this  excurfion.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  v/ith 
the  moll  unfeigned  refpe^t,  vour 
friend  and  humble  Icrvant, 

Nathan  Scudder,  Col.  ift  bat. 

Monmouth  County,  New-Jerfey. 
GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head  garters,  Morris-To^vn.  h'eb. 

6,    X777.     The  General,  informed 

that 
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that  many  frauds  and  abufes  had  been 
committed  of  late  by  fundry  foldiers, 
who,  after  inlifting  in  one  regiment, 
and  receiving  the  bounty  allowed  by 
Congrefs,  have  deferted,  iniilled  in 
others,  and  received  new  bounties ; 
for  prevention  of  fuch  unjuft  and  in- 
famous pradtices,  commands  and 
ftrictly  enjoins  all  officers  of  the  Con- 
tinental ?rmy,  to  ufe  their  utmort  en- 
deavours to  deteft  thofe  who  fliall  be 
guilty  of  fuch  offences ;  and  them 
having  apprehended,  they  caufe  to 
be  fcrthv.'ith  tried  by  a  general  court 
martial,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with 
according  to  their  crimes. 

The  General  thinks  proper  to  de- 
clare, that  this  offence  is  of  the  moft 
enormous  and  flagrant  nature,  and 
not  admitting  of  the  leafl:  palliation 
or  excufe  ;  v.'hofoever  are  convifted 
thereof,  and  SENTENCED  TO 
DIE,  may  confider  their  EXECU- 
TION CERTAIN  and  INEVIT- 
ABLE. 

That  fuch  impofitions  may  be  lefs 
pradlicable,   every  officer  engaged  in 
the  recruiting  fervice  is  required  to 
have  a  piece  of  blue,  red,  or  yellow 
ribband  or  tape,  fixed  in   the  hat  of 
each  foldier  recruited,   at  the  time  of 
inliftmcnt ;  which  he  fhall  conftantly 
v/ear,  under  pain  of  receiving  thirty- 
nine  laihes,  till  the  regiment  or  corps 
to  which    he   belongs   is   aflembled, 
and  joins  the  army. 
j^  true  copy  taken  from  General  Orders. 
G.  Weedon,  Adj.  Gen. 
Htad      garters,       Morris-Toivn, 
March  II,   1777      The  regiment  of 
Pennfylvania  militia,  commanded  by 
Col.    Potter,    having     fulfilled     the 
time   to  which  they  Hood  engaged, 
are  honourably  difcharged,    and  his 
Excellency   General  Wafhington  re- 
turns his  thanks  to  Col.  Potter,  and 
the  officers  and   foldiers  of  the  regi- 
ment,  for  their  diftinguilhed  beha- 
viour whilft    in  fervice,  a    behaviour 
that  refleiSts  honour  upon  themfelves, 
and  has  been  of  fervice  to  their  coun- 
try. 
Arthur  St.  Qi.m'^  ,  Major  General. 


BarhadceSt  December  7 ,    1776. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Aflem- 
bly,  at  the  Town-Hall,  on  Tuef- 
day,  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  No- 
vember,   1776,    purfuant   to   ad- 
journment. 
The   Hon.    Sir    John     Gay    Al- 
ley ne,  Bart.    Speaker. 
The  Minutes  of  the  laft  meetinp^ 
were  read  and  committed.     Mr.  Se- 
cretary being  at  the  door,  was   ad- 
mitted, and  prefented  to  Mr.  Speaker, 
a    paper,  fealed,    direded  *  To    the 
Hen.  the  Speaker,  and  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  General  Allembly,"  and 
figned  Edward  Hay,  and  Mr.  Secre- 
tary then  withdrew. 

Mr.  Speaker  broke  the  feal,  and 
put  the  letter  into  the  hands  of  the . 
Cierk,  who,   by  order  read  the  con- 
tents in  thefe  words : 

"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Affembly, 

"  I  have  received  your  addrefs   to  . 
me,  and  have  laid  it  before  the  King. 
Edward  Hay." 
Pilgrim  Houfe,  zgth  O^ober,  1776. 
Ordered,  That   the  fame  be  en- 
tered in  the  Journals,  and  publiihed 
in  the  Minutes. 

Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe, 
that  fmce  their  laft  meeting  he  re- 
ceived two  letters  from  the  agent  of 
the  ifland,  addrefled  to  him  as  Speaker 
of  the  Aflembly,  and  that  the  firll 
letter  was  accompanied  with  a  me- 
morial in  the  Agent's  own  name, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 
Sackville  Germain,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  the  letters  and  memorial  being 
delivered  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  the 
clerk,  he  was  ordered  to  read  the 
fame,  and  they  were  accordingly  by 
him  read  as  follows : 

Ca'vendijh  fquare,  Sept.  11,   1776. 
*'  Sir, 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  of  your 
letter  of  the  15  th  of  July,  inclofing 
an  addrefs  to  the  King,  from  the  Ho- . 
nourable  the  Houfe  of  Afiembly. 
You,  Sir,  have  fignified,  as  Speaker, 
their  commandsj  to  lay  it  before  his 

Majefty- 
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Majefty  in  the  fame  ofRcial  mnnner, 
as  the  former ;  and  I  am  now  to  in- 
form you  of  my  exaft  and  immediate 
obedience.  On  the  8th,  I  delivered 
the  addrefs,  and  a  memorial  with  it, 
into  the  office  of  the  Secretar)'  of  State 
for  America.  Lord  George  Germain 
was  not  in  town;  but  1  gave  them 
open  to  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Knox, 
who  afl'ured  me  they  fhould  be  dif- 
patched  to  his  LordlTiip  that  day ; 
adding,  tliat  Lord  George  would  be 
in  town  on  the  loth,  and  that  I  might 
then  fee  him  at  his  own  houfe  at  1 1 
o'clock. 

**  As  I  expeded  that  Lord  George 
would  not  be  in  the  way,  or,  that  he 
might  not  be  at  leifure  to  hear  all 
that  I  had  in  my  mind  to  fay,  my 
own  memory  might  have  been  trea- 
cherous, or,  the  Minifter's  might 
have  failed,  through  a  multiplicity 
of  great  affairs,  1  had  thought  it 
right  to  accompany  the  Aflembly's 
addrefs  to  the  King,  with  the  memo- 
rial from  myfelf  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  It  was  fortunate  I  took  the 
flep ;  for  I  was  again  difappointed 
in  meeting  with  his  Lordfnip  yeller- 
day.  I  was  pundlual  to  the  hour  ; 
but  Lord  George,  nor  Mr.  Knox, 
were  at  home.  Returning  in  an  hour, 
they  were  both  gone  out,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  be  at  the  office.  At  the  of- 
hce  they  had  not  been  that  day.  I 
went  back,  and  then  his  Lordfhip  was 
juft  gone  to  the  King.  I  had  left  a 
card  at  the  office  to  tell  I  had  been 
there,  and  another  at  the  houfe,  to 
fay  I  had  been  there  alfo,  three  times 
that  morning,  to  know  his  Lord- 
ftiip's  commands. 

"  Ihave  nodoubt  butLord  George 
laid  the  addrefs  yefterday  before  the 
King;  perhaps  it  was  thought  any 
further  information,  at  that  junfture, 
unnecelTary :  I  fhall  in  proper  time  at- 
tend him  to  learn  his  Majelly's  plea- 
fure. 

*'  Inclofed  is  a  copy  of  the  memo- 
rial. You  will  obferve,  in  the  con- 
clufion,    a  propofal  for  relief.     To 


be  filent  on  that  point  was,  perhaps, 
a  decent  refpe£l,  which  the  A..Tembiy 
might  think  right  to  obfen-e  towards 
the  Sovereign ;  but  it  was  a  hint, 
which  became  your  agent  huinbly  to 
fuggeft  to  the  Miniller:  the  matter 
was  of  too  much  moment  to  be  dif- 
fembled  with. 

"  The  Hon.  the  Aflembly  have 
my  bed  wifnes  for  fuccefs,  and  my 
utmoft  endeavours,  in  every  ihape, 
fliall  not  be  wanting. 

I  remain  with  great  efteem 
and  regard, 
SIR, 
Your  moft  obedient. 

And  faithful  humble  fervant, 
George  Walker. 
To   Sir   John   Gay    Alleyne,    Eart. 

Speaker  of  the  AfTembly  of  Bar- 

badoes. 

[See  the  Petition,  and  other  Papers,  in 

Vol.  iii.  page  274.] 

[COP     Y.] 

To  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Gay  Alleyne, 

Baronet,  Speaker  of  the  Afiembly 

of  Barbadoes. 
By  Captain  Leech, 

Q^D.  C. 
Ca-uendijh-f^uare,  Sept.  zo,  ij-j6. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  take  the  iirft  opportunity  of 
forwarding  a  duplicate  of  the  letter, 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to 
you  on  the  i  ith  inflant. 

"  Being  defirousof  aperfonal  con- 
ference with  Lord  George  Germain, 
I  took  the  liberty  of  fending  him  a 
note,  of  vv^hich  the  inclofed  is  a  copy : 
in  confequence  of  the  anfwer,  v/hich 
alfo  accompanies  the  note,  I  had  the 
fatisfaftion  of  an  interview  at  the  ap- 
pointed time. 

"  Lord  George  acquainted  me„ 
that  he  had  immediately  prefented 
the  Affembly's  addrefs  to  the  King; 
who  had  been  gracioufly  pleafjd  to 
order  it  to  be  laid  before  the  Lords  of 
the  Treafury  for  their  confideratlon, 
together  wich  the  memorial.  I  ob- 
ferved  to  his  Lordfhip,  that  the  two 
papers  were  diilind ;  the  addrefs  was 
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the  public  ac^  of  the  AiTembly  ;  the 
memorial  was  of  a  more  private  na- 
ture, containing  niv  own  fentiments 
re  himfe'f,  in  cafe  I  iliould  not  have 
had  the  good  fortune   to   have  met 
with  his  Lord(hip.     He  fuiil,  he  was 
always  glad  to  fee  e\'ery  gentleman, 
who  could  give  him  information  npcn 
iinv  public  matter  ;  that  he  did  con- 
fuicr  the  two  papers  ^:s  diftinft,  but 
thought  they  Ihould  go  tngctlier,  as 
the  one  was  a  commentary  upon  the 
other;  that  they  were  referred  to  the 
Tseafury,  becaufe  the  manner  of  the 
relief  was  complicated  with  the  bn- 
fiucfs  of  that  ofHce.     I  added,  that  I 
iooked  upon  the  Secretary   of  State 
for  America,  as  the   p-Uron  of  the 
Colonies  5  and  ahhour:;]!^  the  bufinefs 
might  come  Vv'jthiu  the  bound?  of  an- 
other department,  1  hoped  his  Lord- 
fhip  would  become  an  advocate  upon 
the  occafion.     He  anfwered,  that  he 
ihould  fee  Lord  North  that  day,  and 
would certr.inly  recommend  it  to  him. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  converfation,  in 
which  he  was  pleafed  to  indulge  me. 
Lord  George  did  me  the  honour  to  ap- 
prove much  the  idea  in  the  memorial 
of  an  exchange  of  rum  for  prcv;iion<;. 
"  From   Lord   Geor?e's,    I  went 
diredlly  to  Lord  North's.     Finding 
Mr.  Robinfon,  his  principal  Se:re- 
tary   there,    I    told  him    that    Lord 
Georpe  Germain, had   jufc  informed 
me,  that  the   King  had   ordered  the 
a:idrc!s  fr  m    the  Adem.bly   of  Bar- 
badocs  to  be  referred  to  the  Trealuiy, 
and  tliat  1  v.-as  come  to  bcfpciik;   his 
good    offices.     He    faid,   the   papers 
iiad  not  come   to    the    office ;  when 
they  did,  he  would  take  proper  care  of 
them.     To  get  to  the  fpecch  of  Mr. 
S.cbinfon  upon  fo  ^'ery  bufy  a  clay. 
Lord  North  being  juft  come  to  town 
iVom    V/orcciicr    and    to   litter. d    his 
Majeib.'  at  the  levee,  which  v/as  be- 
gan, I  had   prorniil-d  not  to  detain 
hi^rr  two  minutei ;  without  therefore 
entering  upon  the   fubjeui   matter,  I 
laid,  that  being  unwilH;;g  to  t.''Oubie 
Lord  Norch,    before   he   hud  in?.de 


himfelf  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs, 
yet,  anxious  to  lofe  no  time,  Ifhould 
be  glad  of  his  inftrudions  what  to  do. 
Mr.  Robinf)n  politely  acquiefced   in 
the  hint,  and  afl'ured  me,  he  would 
fpeak  to  Lord  North,  and  fend  me  a 
note  as  foon  as  a  time  could  be  fixed. 
"  Having  tlius  related.    Sir,    the 
circumflances,    the    honourable    the 
Houfe  of  Aifembly  will  form  their 
own  opinion.     So  far  it  looks  well, 
that  the  King  (hould  have  referred 
the  m.atter  to  tlie  Treafury  and  not 
to  the  Bo;ird  of  Trade.     The  bufi- 
nefr.  of  the  latter  would  have  been  to 
have  examined  into  the  merits  of  the 
cafe;  by  forbe  .ring  this  preliminary 
ftep,  his  Majedy  appears  to  have  been 
fatisfied  with  the  reprefentations    of 
the  ilate  of  his  people  as  made  bv  this 
Aflembiy.      The  part   belonging  to 
the  Treafury,  is,  to  examine  the  na- 
ture of  the  relief,  whether  pecuniary 
or  commercial  ;   to  what  degree  to  be 
extended,    and  in    what  manner   to 
carry  it  into  execution  ?  With  thcfe, 
other   confiderations    will    be    com- 
bined, which  properly  belong  to  the 
province  of  th.t   Secretary  for  Ame- 
rica, and  he  has  promiied  to  recom- 
mend it. 

"  I  will  not  repeat  affurances  of 
my  zeal,  but  endeavour  to  multiply 
inftances.  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
main with  great  regard  and  refpcct,    ' 

s  Tr, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
And  faithful  hum.ble  fjrvant, 

Geok  ge  Walker." 

fC     O     P     Y.] 
To    the    Right    Honourable     Los-d 
George  Germain. 
Canyendtjh-lqhaie.,    Sept.  \T,,    \J:6. 
"  My  i^ord, 

"  Flaving  delivered  into  your 
Lord(hip''i>  oCr.ce,  an  addrefs  from  the 
ATlembiy  of  the  if.and  of  Barbadces  to 
the  Ki  ig,  avid  accompanied  if  with 
a  memOA'ia!  to  yourfelf,  1  beg  the  fa- 
vour of  kncwiug  a  tiuie,  v/hen  i  may 
hc'.'r  the  honour  of  attcuding  you'r 
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LorJiliIp  upon  that  fubjod.  I  remain, 
with  rel'pedl,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordihip's  moil:  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 
Georgk  Walker.  ' 

[COP     Y.] 

To  George  Walker,   Efcj, 

C,i'vendip}-fquare, 
"  I>ord  George  Germain  prelents 
his  cOiTipIiments  to  Mr.  Walker,  and 
will  be  glad  to  fee  him  at  his  houie 
in  Pall- Mall  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
at  noon." 

Pall-MalU  Tuej'c/ay,   Sept.  1 1 . 

CaiienJrJh  fqtiare,   Oil.  i,   1776. 

"  Sir, 

•*  On  the  foregoing  pages  is  a 
copy  of  a  letter  I  had  the  honour  of 
writing  to  you  by  Captain  Leech, 
who  was  to  have  failed  immediatelv 
but  as  he  is  now  to  wait  for  the  Welt- 
India  convoy,  which  from  the  firil 
was  net  to  have  been  ready  till  the 
middle  of  this  month  ;  and  is  nov/  faid 
to  be  deferred  till  the  beginning  of  the 
next,  I  thought  it  rio-ht  to  forward 
you  a  duplicate  by  the  prefentpacket/ 
Not  that  the  packet  is  always  the 
moit  fpeedy  conveyance,  for  in  thofe 
critical  times,  their  motions  are  go- 
verned rather  by  the  occafions  of  go- 
vernment, than  regulated  by  ilatcd 
times  and  feafons. 

"  Noticing  farther  has  been  done 
fince  that  letter.  Lord  North  has  had 
the  misfortune  to  break  his  arm  by 
a  fail  from  his  hoife,  which  accident 
unavoidably  delays  the  progrefs  of 
all  bufinefs  at  the  Treafury  Board. 
I  am  therefore  obliged  to  content 
myfelf  with  compliments  of  enquiry 
after  his  health;  which  I  iind  with 
pleafure  to  be  as  well  as  poffible. 
I  remain  with  great  regard, 

S  I  R, 
Your  moH  obedient. 

And  faithful  humble  ferv^ant, 

GcOnGE   WALKtR.'*' 


BARBADOS. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Allembly 
at  the  Town-Hail,  onTueiday  tlie 
21II:  day  of  January,    1777,  pur- 
fuant  to  an  adjournment,  prcfent^ 
The   Honourable   Sir   John     Gay 
Alley-xe,  Bart.  Speaker. 
William  Gibbes  Aileyne, 
Hon.  Hillary  Rowe,  jun, 
Thomas  Aileyne, 
John  Wheeler  Ridgway, 
Joihua  Gitteas, 
Hon.  S:imuel  Walcott, 
John  Stewart, 
Jofeph  Wood, 
John  Burke, 
Samuel  Hinds, 
Valentine  Jones, 
Eyre  Walcott,  and. 
Thomas  Burton,  Efquires. 
A  verbal  mclTage  from  his  Excel- 
lency to  the  Houie,  delivered  by  Mr. 
Secretary  to  the  Clerk  this  morning, 
and  by  the  Clerk  communicated   to 
the    pjoufe.      "  That  the    Agent'i 
bill  vvas  read  the  lalt  Council  day  be- 
fore the  Board  three  times,  and  has 
had  the  unanimous  confentof  the  Ho- 
nourable the  Members.     His  Exce'- 
lency  refaieJ  his  ail'ent  to   this  bill, 
but  will  be  ready  to  give  his  afTent  to 
any  other  bill,  appointing  any  other 
perfon  Agent  for  this  iiland,  in  Great 
Britain,     except     the     Honourable 
George  WaikeJ-,  Efq. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Aileyne,  fec-onded  by  Mr.  Stewart, 
Refolved,  neni.  con. 
That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre-, 
feated  to  the  Governor,  praying  nis 
Excellency  to  communicate  to  the 
Houfe,  his  reafuns  for  refufmg  his 
aficnt  to  the  bill  lately  palled  the 
Council  and  Allembly,  for  continu- 
ing the  Hon.  George  Walker,  Efq. 
the  Agent  of  this  iliand,  in  Great- 
Britain. 

Ordered,  That  fuch  addrefs  be  im- 
mediately prepared,  which  being  ac- 
cordingly done,  the  fame  was  read, 
by  order, 
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Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  ad- 
drefs  do  pafs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr. 
Maycock  do  prefent  the  faid  addrefs 
to  his  Excellency. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be 
entered  in  the  Journals,  and  publifhed 
in  the  Minutes,  and  the  fame  is  as 
follows,  viz. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable 
Edward    Hay,     his     Majefty's 
Captain   General,    Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  this  ifland. 
Chancellor,  Ordinary,    and  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  fame. 
The  humble  addrefs  of  the  General 
Aflembly. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
The  important  affairs  of  the  ifland 
in  the  year  1763,  requiring  an  Agent 
of  an  extenfive  knowledge  in  the  va- 
rious branches  of  the  public  intereft, 
the   Hon.    George   Walker,  Efq.  a 
Member  of  his   Majefly's   Council, 
was  unanimoufly  appointed  to  that 
office  by  the  Legiflature,  as  a  perfon 
in  whofe  fuperior  conduft  and  un- 
queflionable  zeal,  the  ifland  repofed 
the  utmoft  confidence.    That  the  im- 
portant fervices  rendered  by  that  Gen- 
tleman to  this  community  fmce  he  has 
been  nominated  to  the  Agency,  hav- 
ing well  juftified  the  firft  appoint- 
ment, he  has  been  every  year  fmce 
appointed  to  the  faid  office,  and  an 
annual  adlpafied  for  that  purpofe,  by 
the  general  voice  of  the  Legiflative 
body.      With    the    utmoft    concern 
then,  We  have  received  your  Excel- 
lency's meflage,  importing,  that  you 
had  refufed  your  afient  to  the  bill  that 
has  lately  had  the  unanimous  confent 
of  tv/o  branches  of  the  Legiflature, 
both  Council  and  Aflembly,  for  the 
continuance     of    the    faid    George 
Walker,  to  be  the  Agent  of  this  ifland 
for  the  current  year. 

We  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  in  their  General  Aflem- 
bly, do  therefore  humbly  pray, 
that  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleufed  to  communicate  to  this 


Houfe  your  rcafons  for  refufing 
your  aflent  to  the  laid  bill. 
BARBADOS. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  General  AfTem- 
bly,  on  Tuefday  the  1 8th  day  of 
February,     1777,    ^^   ^^e   Town- 
Hall,   purfiiant  to  adjournment ; 
prefent. 
The   Honourable   Sir    John     Gay 
Alley NE,  Bart.  Speaker. 
George  Sanders, 
William  Gibbet  Alleyne, 
Thomas  Alleyne, 
Jofhua  Gitteiis, 
Hon.  Samuel  Walcott, 
John  Stewart, 
Samuel  Hinds, 
Valentine  Jones, 
Richard  Hayncs, 
Eyre  Walcott, 
James  Marfhall, 
Thomas  Burton, 
And  Dotin  Maycock,  Efquires. 
The  Minutes  of  the  lall  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Houfe  being  informed  Mr. 
Secretary  was  at  the  door,  he  was  ad- 
mitted, and  delivered  to  Mr.  Speaker 
his  Excellency's  anfwer  to  the  addrefs 
of  the  Houfe  at  their  lafl  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  read, 
which  was  done  in  thefe  words,  viz. 
"  Mr.    Speaker,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Aflembly, 

"  By  the  meflage  delivered  to  you 
by  the  Deputy  Secretary,  you  have 
been  informed  what  part  of  the 
Agent's  bill  I  objefted  to. 

*'  My  reafons  forrefufingmy  afTent 
to  that  bill  have  been  laid  before  his 
Majefty. 

Edward  Hay. 

Pilgrim-Hou/e^Tuefday,  Feb.  I  8,  I777. 

Mr.  Thomas  Alleyne  then  got  up 

and  moved  the  Houfe  to  come  to  the 

two  following  rcfblutions,  viz. 

lit,  Refolved,  That  after  the  fulleft 
experience,  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  long  fervice,  this  country  has  had 
of  the  uncommon  zeal  and  fuperior 
ability  of  the  Hon.  George  Walker, 
Efq.  in  the  office  of  Agent  for  the 
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iJland,  in  Great  Britain  ;  joined  to 
that  unreferved  teftimony,  which  has 
been  fo  conrpicuoufly  given  of  his  re- 
cent, as  well  as  former,  merit  with 
the  public,  by  the  unanimous  fuf- 
frages  both  of  Council  and  Afiembly, 
in  the  bill  that  was  palled  by  their 
refpedive  bodies,  for  continuing  this 
gentleman  in  the  fame  office  for  the 
current  year,  this  Aflembly  cannot> 
under  fuch  circumftances,  renounce 
their  firll  nomination  of  the  faid 
George  Walker  tj  that  department, 
and  proceed  to  the  choice  of  any  other 
perfon  in  his  place,  without  an  aft  of 
injuftice  to  fo  worthy  a  fervant  of  the 
public,  an  injury  to  our  country,  and 
a  dilhonour  to  ourfelves. 

2d,  Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Houfe  be  tranfmitted  by  the 
Speaker  to  the  faid  George  Walker, 
for  his  many  laudable  and  fuccefsful 
fervices  to  Barbados,  in  Great-Bri- 
tain, lamenting  the  lofs  of  fo  valu- 
able an  Agent,  and  at  fo  critical  a 
junfture;  and  requefting  withal  his 
generous  attention  flill  to  the  impor- 
tant interefts  of  this  community,  as 
far  as  he  can  properly  exert  his 
friendy  cares  under  the  prefent  fanc- 
tion,  afliiring  him  of  our  earneft  de- 
lires  to  reftore  him  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  that  office,  to  which  he  has 
done  honour  to  his  talents,  and  re- 
flefted  no  lefs  upon  the  judgment  of 
his  country  that  had  diftinguifhed 
them. 

Mr.  AUeyne's  motion  being  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Hinde,  the  queftion 
was  ordered  to  be  feparately  put,  on 
each  of  therefolutions,  and  the  quef- 
tion on  the  firft  refolution  being  about 
to  be  put,  Mr.  Maycock  exprelled 
himfelf  as  follows: 
"  Mr.  Speaker, 

"  I  cannot  agree  to  this  motion  in 
the  latitude  in  which  I  think  it  mull 
be  underllood ;  the  defign  of  it  is, 
that  we  fliould  come  to  a  refolution 
(by  which,  if  any  effeft  is  intended, 
it  ought  to  "be  that  of  its  being 
binding  on  \ii)  that  we  cannot  ap- 


point any  other  Agent  than  Mr. 
Walker,  under  the  circumjianctt  ex- 
prelTcd  in  the  motion,  without  an 
injury  to  cur  Country,  and  a  dijhoncur 
to  our/e'ves.  Now,  I  know  of  no  cir- 
cumilances  that  ought  to  prevent  us 
from  the  difcharge  of  our  duty  to  the 
public,  and  therefore  if  occurrences 
Ihould  happen  (and  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  I  think,  fuch  are 
very  likely  to  happen)  Under  which  it 
might  be  abfolutelyneceflary,  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  that  we  fhould 
appoint  fome  other  Agent;  if  Mr. 
Walker  cannot  be  replaced,  in  that 
cafe  we  mult  either  appoint  fuch  other 
Agent,  and  violate  the  refolution  in- 
tended to  be  binding  on  us ;  that  is 
to  fay,  we  mull  aft  with  inconfill- 
ency,  or  we  muft  adhere  to  our  re- 
folution and  appoint  no  other  Agent, 
and  then  we  Ihould  indeed  (to  ufcthe 
language  of  the  motion)  do  injury  to 
our  country  and  dijhonour  to  our/tlva. 
I  wilh  to  be  underllood,  that  my  rea- 
fons  for  oppofmg  this  motion,  arife 
from  a  confideration  for  the  public 
and  ourfelves ;  for,  in  refpeft  to  the 
Gentleman  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  it, 
I  can  chearfully  concur  in  every  ho- 
nourable mention  that  is  made  of 
him,  can  readily  agree  to  every  ac- 
knowledgment which  is  due  to  hint 
for  his  fervices,  and  can  fincerely  re- 
gret the  feveral  occurrences  which 
have  contributed  to  interrupt  the  con- 
tinuance of  them. 

To  which  Mr.  Speaker  anfwered, 
"  that  he  thought  the  refolution 
moved  for  was  to  be  juilified  in  its 
full  extent ;  for  if  the  extraordinary 
merit  of  Mr.  Walker  in  the  courfe  of 
a  long  fervice  was  fo  readily  acknow- 
ledged, and  no  reafon  had  been  vouch- 
fafed  to  the  requeft  humbly  made  to 
the  Governor  for  hi.s  Excellency's  re- 
fufmg  his  alTent  to  the  bill,  after  ic 
had  pafled  the  Council  as  unani- 
moufly  as  it  had  done  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly,  then  furely  the  Houfe 
were  bound  injuftice  to  Mr.  Walker, 
in  duty  to  their  couotry,  and  in  ho» 
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iionr  iro  tlieir  ov/nbcdy,  not  to  make     the  AiTembly  might  make  known  at 
a  facrifice  of  this  old  and  valuable     large  their  real  featlments  under  the 
iervant  of  the  public,  to  no  one  ap-     dilemma,  as  well  as  give  fome  pledge 
parent  confideration  of  a  putlic  na-     to  their  conftituents  of  their  firmnefs 
ture   whatfoever;    efpecially,  when,     in- fo  juft  a  caufe  ;  for  if  the  Houfe 
beiides   the  difgrace  of  too  ready  a     fhould  paJJIiiely   confent  to  name  any 
fubmiiTion  in  their  body  to  fo  great  a     other  ^Agent  than  the  faithful  one, 
lofs  as  that  of  the   bell  Agent  ever     who  has  been  fo  long  devoted  to  their 
employed  by  tins  colony,  and  at  fach     fervice,  and   (o  frequently  honoured 
a  crifis,  the  Houfe  v,ould  appear   to    with  teilimonies  of  their  efteem  ;  if 
make  a  virtual  furrender   by  it,  of    they  fhould  be  the  lealt  inclinable  to 
that  indifpenfable  conilitutional  right     concur  in  thus  requiting  the  feivices 
veiled   in   them,    of   choofmg   their    of  a  man,  whofe  fidelity  to  their  in- 
own  Agent ;  or    utterly   deftroy    all     tereft  may  have  been  his  only  fault  ; 
the  falutary  efiefls  of  fuch  a  right  of    what  hope  remained  to  them  of  being 
choofmg,  in  matters  of  the  moil  in-     ever  fiithfully  ferved  again   in  that 
tereiling  coufequence  to  this  commu-     department?  Nay,  what  other  return 
nity,  in  which  their  Agent  might  be     could  reafonably  be  expes^ed  by  them 
called  10  aft — That  if  any  very  par-     from  a  fuccefibr   fo  unworthily  pro- 
ticular  occurrences  fhould,  notwith-     moted,  but  that  he  ihould  betray  his 
ilanding,  arife  to  make  it  abfolutely     trufl,  encouraged  by  the  treacherous 
necefikry  for  the  gooJ  of  the  country,     example  of  their  own  weakriefs  in  his 
(of  which  th.at  Houfe,  however,  were     promotion  !    Mr.   Speaker  declared, 

therefore,  in  favour  of  the  firll  refo- 
lution,  as  being  equally  neceffary 
for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  as  the 
laft  was  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
Gentleman  who  was  the  fubject  of 
it." 

The  quellion  being  then  put  the 
Houfe  divided,  the  members  voting 
as  follows : 

Yea  \o,  viz. 
Mr.  Marlhall, 
Mr.  Eyre  Walton, 
Colonel  Haynes, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Hinds, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Thomas  Alleyne, 
Mr.  Will.  Gibbes  Alleyne,-.- 
Mr.  Sanders, 
And  Mr.  Speaker. 

Nav  4,  vi55'. 
Mr.  Maycock, 
Mr.  Burton, 
Judge  Walcott, 
And  Mr.  Gittens. 
The    quellion    being    crauicd    in 
the   affirmative,    the  Houfe  accord- 
ingly came  to  the  firil  relbiution  pro- 
pofed. 

The 


to  be  themfelves  tl-e  judges)  to  give 
up  the  point  ;  then,  indeed,  to  that 
jirji   and  great  principle  of  duty  in  all 
go'vernment;,    every    other  confidera- 
tion mull  give  way ;  and  then  too  an 
unbiafTed  regard  for   that   principle 
would  with  eafe  be  able   to  reconcile 
any  feeming  inconfiilency  of  the  mea- 
fure  with  a  former  equally  dilintereiled 
determination   to  the  contrary  :  but 
for  the  Houfe   to  find  themfelves  de- 
prived, in  the  manner  that  would  ap- 
pear upon  the  face  of  their  proceed- 
ings, of  fo  very  able  a  fervant  of  his 
country,  adling  in  fo  important   an 
ciHce ;  and  yet   to  fit  dov/n  calmly 
with  the  lofs,  or  to  forbear  exprefTmg 
themfelves  in  the  degree  of  warmth 
propofed  under  the  pain  of  it,  what 
would  this  be,  but  to  give  the  public 
an  occafion  to  fufpeft  that  the  Houfe 
were   indiiterent   to   the   event,  and 
only  waited  the  refuit  of  his  Excel- 
lency's reafcms,  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  direft  them  tamely  to  an- 
other choice:  v^hereas,  it  Vy-as  their 
duty  to  follow  thofe  reafons,  what- 
ever they  were,  with  proper  decla- 
rations of  their  own  j  in  order  that 
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The  fecond  refolution  was  unani- 
moiifly  agreed  lo. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
tranl'mit  the  thanks  of  this  Hcufe  to 
Mr.  Walker,  agreeable  to  the  faid  re- 
folution. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
An  ACT  directing  the  mode  of  col- 
ledting  the  fines  impofed  on  per- 
fons  who  did  not  meet  and  exer- 
cife,  in  order  to  learn  the  Art  Mi- 
litary, according  to  the  refolvcs  of 
the  late  Afll-mbly  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

WHEREAS  by  a  refolve  of  the 
late  Honfe  of  AfTembly,  dated  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1776,  impcfing  a 
line  on  all  able  bodied  effective  male 
white  perfons,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  not  aflbciators,  between  tlie 
ages  of  fixteen  and  fifty  years  (Minif- 
ters  of  the  Gofpel,  of  all  denomina- 
tions, School-mailers,  in  attual  em- 
ploy, and  fervants,  purch^lfed  bona 
fide,  and  for  a  valuable  confideration 
only  excepted).  And  whereas  (to  the 
great  difcouragement  and  difTatisfac- 
tion  of  the  fpirited  and  virtuous  af- 
fociators  in  this  ftate)  the  fines  have 
not  yet  been  collefced,  therefore,  for 
making  effeftual  the  faid  refolve.  Be 
it  enaiied,  and  it  is  hereby  enaded,  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfyl- 
varia,  in  General  Afiembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  cf  the  fame. 
That  the  three  CommiiTioners,  which, 
at  the  time  of  their  meeting,  ihallthen 
have  been  lall  eiedled  in  each  county 
refpeftively,  in  this  Commonwealth, 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  required  and 
enjoined,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  enjoined,  to  meet  together, 
at  the  Court-Houi'e  in  their  refpec- 
tive  counties,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  February  inftant,  and  appoint 
a  proper  perfon  in  each  ward,  town- 
fhip,  and  diltriil:,  under  their  hands 
and  feals,  to  make  a  return  to  tliem 
in  writing,  of  the  names  and  firnames 
©f  every  mai^  white  perfon  capable 
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of  bearing  arms,  at  the  time  of  paA 
fmg  the  faid  refolves  by  the  faid  late 
Ailembly,  between  the  ages  of  fixtecn 
and  fifty  years  (Minillers  of  the  Gof- 
pel of  all  denominations,  School- 
mafifers,  in  actual  employ,  and  fer- 
vants purchafed  bcnafide,  and  for  va- 
luable confideration  only  excepted) 
where  fuch  returns  have  not  already 
been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority (iforefaid.  That  if  any  perfon 
or  perfons,  appointed  as  aforelaid, 
fhall  negled  or  refufe  to  perform  the 
duty  aforefaid,  the  Commiluoners 
aforefiid  of  the  refpedlive  counties,  or 
any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  iine  him  or  iheni,  in 
anyfum  notexceeding  tv/enty pounds, 
and  fuch  fine  fhall  be  levied  and  Re- 
covered in  the  lame  manner  as  hatli 
been  heretofore  dire«5ted  by  tlie  laws 
of  Pennfylvania,  for  levying  and  re- 
covering fines  impofed  on  aiTe.^lbrs 
refufing  or  negle>l:iing  to  perform  the 
duties  therein  required  of  them, 
which  fines  fhall  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  refpeftive  County  Trea- 
furers,  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the 
fame  ufe  as  other  monies  dire^flcd  to 
be  levied  by  this  Adt.  And  the  Com- 
miffioners  aforefaid,  or  any  two  of 
them,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  fbine  proper  perfon 
to  make  out  the  liils  aforefaid,  in  the 
place  of  "the  perfon  f'ir.l  appointed, 
who  fhall  make  out  fuch  lift.?,  and  re- 
turn them  to  the  CommiiTioners  on 
or  before  the  twenty-feventh  day  of 
March  next  enfuing. 

And  be  it  farthr  enaSled  by  the  au' 
thoriiy  aforejaid.  That  every  peribn  ap- 
pointed as  aforefaid,  fhiall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duty  of  his  office,  take 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  which  any  Juf- 
tice,  Commiifioner  or  County  afieifor, 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
adminiiler,  without  fee  or  reward, 
(if  a  perfon  of  the  firft  appointment) 
that  he  will  make  a  faithful  and  di- 
ligent enquiry,  and  endeavour  by 
proper  and  lawful  ways  and  means, 

to 
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to  procure  a  true  and  exaft  account 
and  liil  of  the  names  and  firnames  of 
all  male  white  perfons  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  who  were  between  tlie 
ages  of  fixteen  and  fifty  years  before 
the  laft  Monday  in  February  laflpall, 
refiding  with)n  his  townihip,  borough, 
ward  ordiilrict,  and  will  make  a  jufl 
and  true  return  of  fuch  account  or  lilt 
to  the  Commiffioners  aforefaid,  on  or 
before  tlie  eleventh  day  of  March 
next  enfuing,  or  (if  a  perfon  not  of 
the  firll:  appointment)  on  or  before 
the  twenty- feventh  day  of  March 
next  enfuing  ;  and  every  perfon  ap- 
pointed and  adingas  aforefaid,  ihall 
receive  for  his  trouble  in  making  out 
and  returning  fuch  lifts,  the  fum  of 
five  fliiilings  for  every  day  he  Ihall 
be 'employed  in  that  fervice.  And 
if  any  difpute  fhall  arife  concerning 
the  age  of  any  non-aflbciator,  the 
fame  Ihall  be  determined  by  the  Com- 
miffioners aforefaid,  who  fhall  be 
judges  of  the  evidence  produced  in 
favour  of  fuch  non-aflociator. 

jind  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  au- 
thority afore/ald.  That  the  Captain 
or  Commanding  Officer  of  each  com- 
pany is  hereby  required  and  enjoined, 
on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  next  enfuing,  to  deliver,  under 
his  hand,  to  the  Colonel  or  Com- 
manding OfHcer  of  the  battalion  to 
which  he  belongs,  a  lift  of  all  the 
perfons  belonging  to  his  company, 
vho  have  at  any  time  figned  the  ar- 
ticles of  affociation,  therein  men- 
tionii'g  the  time  of  their  firtt  figning 
the  faid  articles,  the  county  and 
towuHiip,  borough,  ward  or  diflrid, 
in  which  each  of  the  faid  ailbciatcrs 
refidcs,  which  the  Colonel  or  Com- 
manding Ofliccr  fhall  carefully  keep, 
and  therefrom  fnall  immediately 
make  out  and  return,  on  or  before 
the  twenty-leventh  day  of  Pv^arch,  a 
faif^  duplicate  t».)  the  Commiflioners 
sforefaid,  except  the  fame  be  already 


dons'". 


Jnd  he   it  further    enaHed  hv   the 
auihurlty   ofortjaid^  That   the  Com- 


miflioners aforefaid  rcfpeiElively,  or 
any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  required- 
and  enjoined  to  caufe  their  clerks  to 
make  out  fair  lifts  of  the  names  and 
firnames  of  all  perfons  mentioned  in 
the  duplicates  returned  to  them  as 
aforeiaid,  with  the  places  of  abode  of 
tliofe  who  appeared  by  the  duplicates 
returned  by  the  Colonels  or  Com- 
manding Officers,  not  to  have  figned 
the  artides  of  affociation.  And 
thereupon  the  faid  Commiffioners  are 
required  to  charge  every  fuch  perfon 
not  aftbciating,  the  fum  of  three 
pounds  ten  fliiilings,  on  the  lifts 
made  out  on  tlieir  order  as  aforefaid  ; 
and  every  perfon  who  hath  figned  the 
articles  of  aflbciation,  after  the  laft 
Monday  of  February  laft,  three 
fhillings  and  fix-pence  for  each  and 
every  parade-day  appointed  by  tlie 
aforefiaid  Refolves,  before  his  figning 
as  aforefaid  r-  all  which  lifts  as  afore- 
faid, to  be  made  out  on  or  before 
the  tenth  day  of  Api-il  next,  on 
which  day  the  afTefTors  of  the  city, 
and  the  afteflbrs  of  the  counties  re- 
fpetlively,  or  any  four  of  them,  and 
one  or  more  of  the  Commiffioners, 
fhall  meet  together  at  the  County 
Court-houfe,  or  fuch  convenient  place 
as  the  faid  Commiffioners  fhall  ap- 
point, and  appoint  a  proper  perfon  in 
each  townfliip,  ward,  and  diftrid,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  diredled  in  the 
county  levy  Aft  of  Pennfylvania  for 
colleiiing  the  county  taxes,  to  col- 
ledl  the  fines  aforefaid  ;  which  Collec- 
tors, fo  appointed,  fliall  have  the  fame 
powers  and  authorities  as  the  Collec- 
tors appointed  by  virtue  of  the  county 
levy  Ad  as  aforefaid,  for  collefting 
county  taxes,  have  had  and  exercifed, 
or  oupht  to  have  and  exercife. 

O 

Aftd  be  it  further  enaiied  by  the  au- 
ilonty  aforefaid.  That  if  any  Collec- 
tor, appointed  as  aforefg.id,  fhall  re- 
fufe  or  negleft  to  do  and  perform  his 
feveral  and  refpcdtive  duties,  as  re- 
quired by  this  Ad,  he  fhall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  to 
be  recovered  in  the  fame  manner  as 

fines 
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CommllTioncr  or  Commiflloners 
and  Aflbllbrs,  who  fliall proceed  agree- 
able to  the  diretflions  of  tlvis  Acl,  or 
a  majority  of  them,   are  hereby  en- 
joined to  appoint  another  fiiitahleand 
proper  perion  to  aft  in  his  llcad,   fo 
refuling   or   neglefting  as  aforesaid ; 
which  pcrfon  fo  appointed  Ihall  have 
the  fame  power   and  authority,    and 
fhall  appoint  another  Colledor  in  his     perform  the  feveral  duties  hereby  re- 
'    ■■  ■  "      '  quiredof  the  faid  Commiflioners  and 

Afleilbrs;  and  on  failure  thereof  (hall 
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fines  are  dlrefted  to  he  recovered  from  the 
the  Colledors  appointed  by  virtue  of 
the  county  levy  Aft  aforelaid,  upon 
their  negleft  or  rcfufal,  and  be  paid 
into  the  fame  hands,  and  applied  to 
the  fame  ufes,  as  other  money  railed 
by  virtue  of  this  Aft.  And,  in  fuch 
cafe,  the  Commiffioners  of  the  coun- 
ties refpeftively,  or  any  two  of  them. 


Head,  who  Ihall  have  the  fame  power 
and   authority  as  the  other  Colieftor 
aforefaid,    and  be  fubjeft  to  the  fame 
fines  and  forfeituies  as  aforefaid. 
And  be  it  furthrr  enaited  by  the  au- 


forfeit    and   pay    the  fum   of  thirty 
pounds,  to  be  applied  as  aforefaid. 
Provided  nevtrthe^e/s,  and  it  is  hereby 


ihority  aforefaid.  That  if  any  appren-  enaSed  by  the  auth.rity  afo'efwd,  That 

tice  was  willing  to  afibciate,  and  bis  thofe  who  have  formed  themlelves  into 

mafter  or  miftreYs  did  not  permit  him  regular  companies,  and  figned  written 

fo  to  do,  and  detained  him  from  go-  articles  of  ailbciation,  agreeable   to 

ing  to  the  parade  on  any  of  the  days  the  intentions  of  the  refolves  ot  the 

of  exercife  appointed  by  the  Refolve  late  AfTembly,  and  have  attended  the 

of  the  late  AfTembly,   fuch  mailer  or  parade,  and  muftered  the  number  of 


miftrefs  fhall  be  liable  to  the  payment 
of    three     fhilllngs    and    fix-pence 
fcr  each  time  he  or  fhe  did  hinder  or 
fo  detain  his  or  her  faid  apprentice  : 
and  if  fuch  apprentice  ihall  have  ne- 
glefted  or  refufed  to  appear  on  any  of 
the  faid  days  of  exercife,   not  being 
detained  by  his  faid  mailer  ormiilrefs, 
he,  if  ofeilate,  fliall,  by  his  guardian, 
pay    fuch    fine.     And  the  father  or 
mother  of  any  minor  or  minors,  aflb- 
ciators,  and  non-aiTociators,  being  in 
the  f<  rvice  of  his    father  or   mother, 
fhall  be  accountable  to  the  Colieftor 
fcr  his  or  their  fines  charged  as  afore- 
faid. 

And  be  it  further  ena8ed  by  ih'  nu- 
tho'tt\  aforefaid.  That  if  any  Com- 
snfT.oner,  or  City  or  County  Afieflbr, 
fhall  negleft  or  refiLfe  to  perform  any 
of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this 
Aft,  fuch  Commiffioner  or  Airelibr 
fhall  forfeit  and  pay  the  fum  of 
thirty  pounds  for  every  fuch  of- 
fence ;  fuch  fine  to  be  levied  and  re- 
covered in  the  county  levy  Aft  afore- 
faid, and  paid  and  appropriated  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame 
purpofes,  as  the  other  monies  railed 
by  virtue  of  this  Aft ;  and  in  fucli  cafe. 


twenty  days  within  the  time   limited 
by  the  faid  AfTembly  (unlefs  having 
marched  into  the  Jeriies  on  aftuai  fer- 
vicc)  ihall  be  confidered  in  the  fame 
light,    and  dealt  with   in   the  fame 
manner,  as  thofe  who  have  figned  the 
articles  of  affociation  framed  b.  the 
late    Houfe  of  AfTembly.     And   that 
fuch  as  have  not  figned  anya'Tociation 
whatever,  nor  attended   to  any  par- 
ticular muitec-days,  yet,  on  the  liril 
call    of  the  afibciators    lall  fummer, 
did  chearfully  turn  out  to  camp,  and 
fcrve  the  time  then  required  ot  the 
afibciators  in  defence  of  the   Ameri- 
can States,   fhall  be  deemed  as  afib- 


ciators from  the  time  of  their  ens;: 
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in  the  faid  fervice. 

And  be  :t  further  enabled  by  th;  au- 
thoritv  afa:  efaid.  That  if  any  non-af- 
fociator,  or  theparent,  guardian,  mal- 
ter  or  millrefs,  of  any  non-aifociator, 
between  the  ages  of  lixteen  and  twen- 
ty-one years,  or  any  other  non-alToci- 
ator,  fhall  think  him  or  herlelf  ag- 
grieved by  the  aflellinent  a^'orefaid, 
lie  or  flie  may  appeal  to  the  Coiritv: 
Commiffioners  where  he  or  ihe  refide^ , 
who,  or  any  two  of  them,  Ihall  vrnzt 
together  011  or  before  Uie  l.vexfth  da/ 

of 
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of  May  next  enfaing,  and  lb  from  day 
to  da}-,  as  long  as  may  be  necefTary, 
and  at  fiich  place  or  places  as  the 
Commiffioners,  or  any  xv/x)  of  tliem, 
fliall  appoint ;  of  which  days  and 
places  cf  meeting  they  fliall  caufe  the 
Collectors  to  give  due  notice  to 
the  perlons  fo  charged,  cr  by  this  Adt 
made  ii;.b!e  to  tlie  lines  as  aforefaid  : 
and  alio  xeturn  the  names  of  all  per- 
fons  omitted  or  not  cliarged  in  their 
duplicates  refpectiveiy,  who  are  made 
fineabie  by  this  A£l;  and  then,  and 
there,  the  laid  Con^.miffioners,  or  any 
two  of  tliem,  Ihali  ii;;ai  fuv.1.  ^npeals 
as  may  be  made  to  them ;  and  may 
difcl^arge  fuchaiie;!.;.Ljnt,  or  lower  tl\e 
fdme,  as  to  them,  en  coafideration  of 
inability  of  perfon  cr  eicate,  (only) 
fuall  appear  ju;t  and  craitable. 

J[?iri  be  It  furth-.r  enaitid  by  the  au- 
thm-itv  uforefa^d.  That  the  laid  Com- 
mifuoners  of  the  counties  refpedive- 
ly,  or  any  two  of  them,  within  tea 
davs  after  hearing  and  determining 
the  appeal  ma^ie  to  them,  Hiall  reclily 
and  adjiiii;  the  lifts  returned  to  them 
as  aforefaid,  and  die  asTefiments  there- 
on, and  deliver  to  the  'rn:alu.ors  of 
the  counties  reipeitively  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  fum  total  which  e\ery 
Colleger  fuali  be  charged  with  in 
puriiiance  cfthisAdt;  andlhali  caufe 
their  clerks  to  make  out  and  deliver 
fair  duplicates  thereof  to  the  refpc'tive 
Collectors  of  the  townlhips,  boroughs, 
wards,  and  diflrias,  within  the  laid 
city  and  counties  rcfpeftlvely,  who 
fhall  colleft  the  faid  fnms,  and  fiiall 
pay  the  fame  into  the  hands  of  the 
County  Treafurcrs  refpe£lively,  who 
ftiall  pay  the  fame  into  tf.e  hands  of 
the  S  tate-Treafurer  for  the  time  being, 
to  be  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  this 
or  any  luturc  Houfe  of  Affcmbly  (hall 
diredt ;  and  the  Coramiffioners  and 
AiTeHbrs  fhall  be  allowed  feven  Ihil- 
lings  and  fix-pence  per  diem  for  their 
fervice  aforeiaid.  Ai)d  all;  perlons 
iliall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the 
faid  i'ums  in  the  fam;;  manner,  and 
the  Collectors   Ihall   iiave  the   fame 
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powers,  and  Ihall  proceed  in  coIIe£t- 
ing  and  levying  the  faid  fums,  and 
ihailbe  accountable  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  is  directed  by  the  Ad  of  Ge- 
neral AiTembly  of  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania,  entituled,  "  A.n  Ad 
for  raifmg county  rates  -and  levies,  for 
coiledting  the  county  taxes,"  and  the 
Colledors  fliall  have  for  their  care 
and  trouble  in  colleding  the  faid 
Hues,  one  Ihiiiingin  the  pound  for  all 
fuch  monies  colieded  as  aforfaid ; 
and  the  Treafurer  fnall  have  for  his 
care  and  trouble  in  receiving  from  the 
Colledors,  delivering  to  the  State- 
Treafurcr,  and  paying  the  Commif- 
on?r;§.  orders,  one  per  cent,  and  the 
S tate-Treafurer  fiiall  have  for  his 
trouble  one  fourth  per  cent. 

And  be  it  further  enacied  by  the  au- 
thority a/crejaid.  That  the  Treafurers 
of  the  counties  refpedively,  before 
they  enter  on  the  duties  hereby  re- 
quired of  them,  fhall  give  fecurity 
to  the  Commiilioners,  for  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  their  othce,  in  the 
fum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

JoH^'  Jacobs,  Speaker* 

Pcijcd  Friday,  Feb.   14,  1777. 

An  ACT  anthorifmg  the  Colledors 
of  the  Excife  due  and  to  become 
due  on  fpirituous  liquors,  to  col- 
led the   fame,    and  direding  the 
mode  of    obtaining    tavern    and 
other  licences ;  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned. 
WHEREAS,  by  the  ceafing  of  the 
powers  of  government  in  the  province 
of  Pennfylvania,  the  (everal  and  re- 
fpedive  Colledors  of  lixcife  impofed 
on   ipiritucus    liquors,   by    the   laws 
late  of  the  faid   province,  could   not 
coiled  the  fame  as  by  the  faid  laws 
they  arc  direded  and  required,    al- 
thoufrh  the  lame  was  and  iHli  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceliary  for  the  purpofes  of 
defraying  the   expences    of  govern- 
ment, and  linking  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  Rcfoives  of  the  late  Af- 
fernbiy  for  tlie  public  defence ;  and 
althoiigh  it  is  evjident  that  dealers  in 

liquors 


liquors  hnve  receurcl  greater  profits 
on  fiich  liquors  thnn  was  ciillomary 
f  heretofore,  or  than  is  juft  and  rea- 
fonabls,  to  the  encreafmg  their  own 
rfiates  and  the  injury  of"  many  of  the 
good  people  of  the  State.  And  as  it 
b  alfo  jnft  and  reafonab!j,  that  all 
pcrfons  who  make  great  profits  and 
advantage  by  the  public,  Ihould  con- 
tribute to  the  public  expence  accord- 
ingly. Be  it  therefore  enafted  by  the 
Reprefentativcs  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  in  Pennfylvania, 
in  General  Aflembly  met,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  That  the 
Colledor  of  Excife  on  fpirituons  li- 
quors in  each  county  in  this  State, 
who  was  appointed  to  that  office  by 
the  lafl  Aflembly  of  tlie  faid  province, 
fhall  be,  and  continue,  Col.'ettor  of 
the  Excife,  on  fpirituous  liquors  in 
the  county  for  which  he  was  [o  ap- 
pointed, if  living,  until  another  Ihall 
be  appointed  in  his  liead :  and  the 
faid  Collegers,  and  every  of  them, 
and  fuch  others  as  may  be  hereafter 
appointed,  Ihall  have,  ufe  anJ  exer- 
cife  all  the  powers  and  authority 
which  ColJsflorscf  the  Excife  might, 
could  or  ought  to  have  had,  ufed 
and  exercifed,  under  or  by  virtue  of 
the  faid  laws,  and  Jhall  in  all  things 
refi)e>!ling  the  duties  of  the  faid  office 
be  governed  by  the  laws  aforefaid. 
And  all  pcrfons  whomfoever  that, 
by  the  laws  aforefaid,  ought  to  have 
paid  excife,  if  the  force  and  erFe;fl  of 
(  the  faid  laws  had  not  ceafed,  ihall 
»te,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
within  the  meaning  and  intention  of 
this  Ad,  and  lliall  pay  the  duty  or 
excife,  on  all  liquors  they  and  each 
of  them  have  purchafed  and  not  paid 
excife  for  according  to  the  faid  laws, 
ai  {"ar  as  can  be  known  and  difcover- 
ed :  and  all  retailers  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  aod  every  other  perfon  com- 
ing under,  or  within  the  notice  of 
the  faid  laws,  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  and  to  have  been  fubjeil  to  all 
the  duties  of  excife,  fines  and  for- 
feitures, pains  and  penalties  by  the 
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faid  laws  inflifled,  or  dfrefled  to  be 
coUeJled,  paid,  taken  and  received, 
as  fully  and  amply  as  the  fame  could 
or  might  have  been  done  at  any 
time  before  the  fourteenth  day  of 
May  la  a. 

And  whereas  it  is  reprefcntcd  to 
tliis  Houie,  that  divers  tavern- 
keepers,  public-houlc-keepers,  beer- 
houfe-keepers,  and  keepers  of  dram- 
ihops,  have  not  taken  out  licences,  or 
paid  ii:encc-Lcs,  as  the  laws  of  the 
faid  province  directed  and  required, 
althoup-h  they  have  continued  their 
refpective  buiineffes  as  before,  anu" 
received  as  great  profits  and  cmplU' 
meats  therefrom  as  thofe  v/ho  have 
taken  and  paid  for  fuch  licences. 
Now,  in  order  that  equal  juilice  may 
be  done  to  all,  and  the  licence-fees 
applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  State  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning; 
of  the  conlritution  thereof.  Be  it 
enaited  by  the  authority  aforefaid^ 
That  where  any  perfon  had  kept  a 
ta'ern,  inn,  public  houfe  of  enter- 
tainment, ale-houfe,  beer-houfe  or 
dram-ihop,  bv  the  Governor's  li- 
cence, in«  the  year  177;,  and  did  not 
take  out  a  licence  for  the  year  1776, 
altho;::i;h  they  continued  to  k^eep 
fuch  tavern,  inn,  public-houie,  ale- 
houfe  or  dram-ihop  ;  every  fuch  per- 
fon is  hereby  declared  indebted  to 
this  State  a  fam  of  money  equal  to 
the  fum  he,  or  fuc,  had  lall  paid., 
or  ouglit  to  have  paid  for  fucii  li- 
cence, agreeable  to  the  laws  afore- 
faid :  and  every  perfon  who  has 
(without  licence)  fet  up  and  kept  a 
tavern,  public  houle  of  entertain- 
ment, inn,  ale-houfe,  bcer-houfe  or 
dram-fnop,  and  contiimed  the  fame 
for  the  fpace  of  three  months  in  the 
year  1776,  or  in  the  years  1776  and 
1777,  as  hereby  declared  to  be  in- 
debted to  this  State  a  fum  of  money 
equal  to  the  fees  or  fum  of  money 
directed  by  the  laws  aforefaid,  to  be 
paid  for  a  licence  for  keeping  fuch 
houfe  or  tavern,  or  dram-fhop,  which 
fnall  be  recovered  by  the  Colledor 
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of  Excife  for  '  the  refpeftive  counties 
in  the  fame  manner  as  fines  and  for- 
feitures are  diredted  to  be  recovered 
by  t!,e  laws  aforefaid :  and  v/hen  re- 
covered, iliall  be  confidcred  as  fines 
or  forfeitures,  and  paid  into  the 
Treaiury  with  the  other  fines  and 
excife  monies ;  and  the  Colleflors 
ihall  have  the  fame  allowance  or  pay, 
for  colleding,  as  by  the  faid  lav.'s  he 
ought  to  have  for  colledling  fines  and 
forfeitures. 

ylnd   he  it  further    p.naSed  hv    the 
auth  .riiy    aforefaid.  That  no  perfon 
ex  perfons    whatfoever    within    this 
State,  fnall  fet  up,  or  keep  a  tavern, 
inn,  public  houfe  of  entertainment, 
ale-houfe,  beer-houfe  or  dram-ihop, 
unlefs  fuch  perfon  or  perlons  be  .-.i-ll: 
recommended  by  the   Juftices  in  the 
relpedlive  County  Courts  of  Quarter- 
Seihons  for   the  faid  county,  to  the 
]Prcfident  and  Council  of  this   Stare 
for  the  time  being,   for  a  licence  for 
fo  doing,  who  Ihali  (on  fuch  perfon 
having  given  bond,   and  paid  to  the 
Clerk  of  iuch  Court  refpeclively,  the 
whole  of  the  fees  as  direfted  by  the 
laws  aforefaid  to  be  paid  for  fuch  li- 
cence)  grant   the  fame,  and  ti:e  Se- 
cretary of  the  Council  of  this  State 
fnall  have  for  making  out  each  licence 
the  fum  of  fix  ihillings.     And  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  fnall  keep  any  ta- 
vern,   inn,    public  houie  of  enter- 
tainment, ale-houfe,    beer-houfc,  or 
dram-fhop,    by   virtue    of  a  licence 
from  the  Prefiden^  aforefaid,  he.  Hie 
or  they,  fl-iail  bein  all  rhings  fubjed 
to  the  rules,  regulr.tions  and  rcftric- 
tions  of  the  faid  laws  in   fuch  cafes 
made  and  provided,  u'herc  iiie  licence 
was  to  be  granted  by  the  Governors 
of  Pennfylvania.     And  xi  any  perfon 
or   perfons    fliall    keep   any    tavern, 
public  houfe  of  entertainment,  inn, 
ale-houfe,    beer-houfe  or  dram-Cicp, 
witliout  firil  obu  Ining  a  licence  for 
each  refpedlive  year,    all  and  every 
■fuch    perfon   and  perfons    faall,    for 
every  fuch  offence,  be  dealt  with  as 
die  faid  laws  in  fvichcafe  HxtSi. 


And  le  it  furihrr  enabled  by  the 
authcrit-i  afo'ejc,.'d.  That  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  fuch  refpe^^live  county 
fhall  pay  all  fuch  monies  as  he  fhall 
fo  receive  (his  ov/n  lawful  fees  only 
excepted)  info  the  State  Treafury 
fcrthvvith  after  the  term  at  which 
fuch  recommendations  were  granted, 
,  andlranfmitan  account  of  die  number 
fuch  licences  and  the  fum  of  money 
fo  received'  and  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  Treafurer,  to  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Aflembly  to  fettle 
the  public  accounts  for  the  time  be- 
ing, which  monies  fliall  be  fubjefl 
to  the  draughts  and  orders  of  the 
Houfe  of  Afiembly. 

ylad  be  it  further  ena^ed  by  thg  au- 
thority aforefaid.  That  the  Prefident,. 
and  in  his  abfence  the  Vice-Prefident 
of  the  State,  fhall  grant  licences  in  all 
cafes  where  the  Governors  of  Penn- 
fylvania have  heretofore  granted  li- 
cences, and  the  fees  fliall  be  the  fame 
as  have  heretofore  ufually  been  i'X 
like  cafes,  and  fliall  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  State  Secretary  (except 
in  the  cafe  aforefaid)  — And  the  faid 
Secretary  fliall  make  fair  entries  of 
all  fuch  monies  he  fhall  fo  receive, 
and  ftialloncein  three  months,  oroft- 
ner,  pay  the  fame  into  the  hands  of 
the  Treafurer  aforefaid,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  State,  retaining  in  his  hands  the 
fum  of  five  fldllings  for  his  trouble 
in  making  out  each  of  the  faid  li- 
cences, and  affixing  the  feal  to  the 
fame,  and  fhall  tranfmit  an  account 
thereof,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the* 
time  being,  appointed  bv  the  Gene- 
ral AiTembly  to  fettle  the  public  ac- 
counts. 

And  be  it  further  etiaUcd  by  the 
authority  aforefaid.  That  all  pedlars, 
hav/kers  and  petty  chapmen,  fliall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  v/ithin 
the  meaning  and  intention  of  this 
ACL 

John  Jacobs,   Speaker. 


FaffdTuefdajy  Feb,  1 8,  1 777. 
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An  ACT  to  difcournje  dcfertion, 
and  to  puniih  ail  iuch  pen'bns  as 
Ihall  harbour  or  conceal  defert- 
ers. 

WHEREAS  many  foldlers,  being 
duly  inlilkd  or  employed  in  the  fer- 
^'ice  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
andotliersin  the  fervice  ofthi.i  State, 
defert  nnd    abfent    themfelves    ille- 
gally   from    their   refpeclive  duties, 
to   the  ^reat  prejudice  of  the  fervice 
and  the  ill  example  of  others :  in  or- 
der  therefore,  that  an  evil   fo   dan- 
gerous   ill  its    confequeac's  may  be 
properly  difcouraged,  and  (if  poifible) 
linally   prevented,  and    the     encou- 
ragers  and  abettors  thereof  duly  pu- 
nilhed.  Be  itenafted  by  theRepreien- 
tatives  bf  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennfylvania  in   Ge- 
neral AlTembly  met,   and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  fame.  That  it  fhall  and 
may    be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Con- 
ftable  of  the  townfhip,  ward,   or  bo- 
rough, where   any  peribn  who   fhall 
be  fufpeded  to  be  a  deferter  fnall  be 
found,  who  is  hereby  authorifed  and 
required  to  apprehend,  or  caufe  him 
to  be  apprehended,  and  brou:;:ht  be- 
fore any  JuiHce   of  the  Peace  of  this 
State  living   in    or  near  fuch  place, 
who  is  hereby  authorifed  and  required 
to   examine  fuch    fufpeded    perfon  ; 
and  if,  by  his  confefllon,  or  t'ae  telti- 
mony  of  one  or  more  witneisor  wit- 
iielfes,  upon  oath    or   affirmation,  or 
by  the  knowledge  of  fucli  Juiiice  of 
the   Peace,   it  (hall  appear  that  fuch 
fufpefted  perfon    is   an  inlifteJ    fol- 
dier,  and  ought  to  be  with  the  troop 
or  company    to  which    he    belongs, 
fuch  Juiiice  of  the  Peace  fliall  forth- 
with caufe  him  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
gaol  of  the  county  where  he  fhall  be 
found  ;  and  the  Sheriff  of  the  county 
ihall  fcrthv.'lth   tranfmit   an   account 
thereof  to  the  Colonel  or  commanding 
ofRcer  of  the  battalion  to  which  laid 
deferter  fhali  belong,  or  of  the  near- 
eft  battalion,    to    the  end   that  fuch 
perfon  may  be  proceeded  agair.ft  ac- 
cording   to   the  martial    law  cf  the 
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United  States:  and  the  keeper  of 
fuch  gaol  or  houfe  of  dirrctlion  fhall 
receive  the  full  fubfiilence  of  fuchde-. 
ferter  or  deferters,  but  ihall  not  be 
in  titled  to  any  fee  or  reward  on  ac-  ■ 
count  of  the  imprifonment  of  fuch 
deferter  or  deierters,  any  law,  ufage 
or  cuflom,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
itanding.  And  for  the  better  en- 
couragement of  every  Conftable  to  fe- 
cure  or  apprehend  Iuch  deierters  as 
aforefaid.  Be  it  further  enafted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  of- 
ficer, to  whom  faid  deferter  fhall  be 
delivered,  ihall  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  gaoler  or  iherifF,  where  fuch 
deferter  fhall  be  apprehended  and  de- 
tained, over  and  belide  the  reward  or- 
dered to  be  paid  by  Congrefs  for 
each  deferter  he  ihall  fo  deliver,  the 
fum  of  three  dollars  for  the  ufc  of  the 
Conilable  or  ConAables  who  hath  or 
have  apprehended  the  faid  deferter 
or  deferters. 

^wrf  /e  it  furthpr  enaBed  by  the  au- 
thority afcrefaid.  That  if  any  perfoa 
ihall   harbour   or  entertain,    for  the 
fpace  of  fix  hours  by  day,  or  twelve 
hours   by  night,  any  deferter  or  de- 
ferters, knowing  him  or  them  to  be 
fuch,  without  apprehending  him  or 
them,  or  giving  notice  thereof  to  the 
next  Juiiice  of  the  Peace,  or  to  fome 
Conilable,   every  fuch  perfon   fo  of- 
fending ihall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
fuch  offence  the  fum  of  five  pounds : 
or  if  any  perfon  (hall  knov/ingly  de- 
tain,  buy   cr  exchange,  or  otherwife 
receive    any  arms,   caps,   cloaths,  or 
other  furniture  or  accoutrements   be- 
longing    to     the  United   States    of 
America,  or  either  of  them,  from  any 
foidier  or  deferter,  upon  any  account 
or  pretence  v/hatfoever,  or  caufe  the 
colour  of  fuch  cloaths  to  be  changed, 
the  perion  or  perfons    fo  oflending, 
on  being  thereof  legally  conviiled, 
fliall  forfeit  and  pay,  over  and  above 
the   value   thereof,  the   fam  of  five 
pounds  ;  one  moiety  thereof,  and  of 
the  iail  mentioned  fine,  to  the  over- 
feers  of  the  poor  of  the  townfhip,  for 
■  B  b  2  the 


(     '9 

the  nfe  of  the  poor  thereof,   and  the 
other  moiety  'v   the   informer  :   and 
in  cafe  any  fuch  oftender,  wjio   fliall 
^e  convifted   as    aforefiid,   of  har- 
bouring or  alfiuiag  any  fuch  defcrter 
or  defertcrs,    or  having    knovvingly 
received  any  arms,  cloaths,  caps,  or 
other  furniture  bc'onging  to  the  faid 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  or 
of  having  canfed  the  colour  of  fuch 
cloaths  to  be  changed,  contrary  to  the 
intent  of  this  Acl,  and  /hall  not  have 
fufficient  goods  or  chattels  whereon 
ctiflrefs  may  be  made  to  the  value  of 
the  penalties  and  mrefeitures  incurred 
by  him,  her  cr  them,  for  fuch  oftence, 
cr  give  fufficient  fureties  for  the  pay- 
jnent   of  fuch  penalties  within    iixty 
days  after  fuch  conviilion  ;  then,  and 
in  fuch  cafe,  any  two  JuHices  of  the 
.Peace    fhall    and    may,    by   warrant 
under  their    hands   and   ftals,  either 
commit  f\ich  offender  to  the  common 
gaol,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or 
mainprize,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks, 
or  caufe  fuch  offender  to   be  publicly 
Vv'hipped  en  his  or  her  back  with  any 
number  of  lafhes,  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-one.    Provided  always.   That  no 
Commifiioned    Officer,   or  any  other 
perfon,  fhall  break  open  any  houfe  to 
fearch    for   deferters    without  a  war- 
rant from  a  JuiHce  of  the  Peace  ;  and 
every  Commifiioned   Officer,  or  any 
other  perfon,  who  fhall,  without  war- 
rant from  one  cr  more  Jufcice  or  Juf- 
flices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State  (which 
faid  Vv'arrant  the  faid  Juftice  or  J  uni- 
ces are  hereby  impowered  to   grant) 
forcibly  enter   into,  or  break   open, 
the  dv/elling-houfe  or    out  houfe  of 
any  perfon  whatfoever,  underpretence 
of  fearching  for  deferters,  fhail,  upon 
due  proof  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  tlia 
fum  of  thirty  pounds    to  the   owner 
of  fuch  houfe,    and   make  good    all 
damages,  he,  Ihe  or  they  may  iuflain 
by  fuch  breaking. 

yilt:^  be  it  further  tnaBed  hy  the  au  ■ 
thority  aforejaU,  That  the  conllables 
of  each  v/ard  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  diftriil  of  Soutliwark,   and 
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of  every  town fhip  in  this  State,   re- 
fpedively,  are  hereby  enjoined   and 
required,  imder  the  penalty  of  twenty 
Ihillings  for  every   negledt,  to  go  as 
often  as  the  cafe  may  require,  to  every 
fufpedled  place  or  houfe  in  his  town- 
fliip,  cr  the  adjacent  townfhips,   that 
he  fhall  fufped  or    be   informed  of, 
and  apprehend  every   fufpefled  per- 
fon, and  take  him  or  them  betcre  the 
next  jullice,  and  if  on  examination 
it   fhall  appear   probable  that  he    or 
they  is  or  are  a  deferter  or  deferters, 
fuch  J uftice  fhall  commit  him  or  them 
to  the  county  gaol,    until  it   ihall  be 
known   whether  he  or  they   be  a  de- 
ferter or  deferters,   or  not.     And  if 
any  able-bodied  man  fhall  travel,  or 
come  into   any   part    of  this    State, 
without  a  pafs  from  fome  Juface  of 
the  county,  or  fome  other  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  from  whence  he  may  have 
come ;  or,  if  a  foldier,  from  his  Com- 
manding Officer  ;   every  fuch  perfon 
fo    travelling,    or     coming   into  the 
State  as  aforefaid,    fnall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  deferter,  and  within 
the   meaning  of  this  Act,  except  the 
contrary  be  made  appear:    and  every 
conilabie  is  hercfby  authorifed  (if  need 
be)  to  call  to  his   aid   fufficient   affif- 
tance    (men   of  the  neighbourhood) 
to  apprehend  any  deferter  or  defer- 
ters ;  and  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fo 
called  or  commanded  to  affillthe  con- 
ftable,    fhall    difobey  or  refufe  fuch 
aililtance,  on  complaint  thereof  made 
to  the   next  Juftice,  every  perfon  fo 
refufinsiffiall,  if  convided,  forfeit  and 
pay   to  the  faid  Juftice  the  fum  of 
twenty  fhillings  ;  one  moiety   to  the 
ufe  of  the  poor  of  the  townftiip  where 
fuch  refufal  fhall  be,  and  the  other  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  conftable,  to  be  reco- 
vered as  debts  under  forty  fhillings. 

And  in  order  to  encourage  the  ap- 
prehending deferters,  every  perfon 
not  a  conftable,  who  fliall  apprehend 
any  deferter,  and  deliver  him  to  fome 
conftable,  fnall  be  entitled  to  receive 
for  every  fuch  deferter  the  fum  of 
twenty  Ihiliings,  to  bepaid  cut  of  th- 

State- 
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State-Treafiiry ;  or  if  he  conveys  fuch  Lord  one  thoufand  Teven  "hundred  znd 

defertcr  to  the  county  gaol,  he  /hall  feventy-one,   intitled  •'  An  Act   for 

be  entitled  to  the   fame   reward   as  the  relief  of  the  poor;"  and  by  one 

conftables  by  this  aft  are   entitled  to  other  Acl  pafTed  the  fame  day,  in- 

receive.           John  Jacobs,  Speaker,  titled  **  An  A£i  for  regulatiu"-  and. 

Pajj'id  Thu'fday,  Feb.  20,  1777.  continuing  the  nightly    watch,    and 

enlightening    the  ilrcets,    lanes   and 

An  ACT  to  impower  the  Juftices  of  alleys  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Peace  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  other  purpofes   therein  montion- 
to  do  and  perform  certain  matters  ed;"  the   aid    and    afliilance  of  the 
and  things  formerly  direfted  to  be  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  of 
done  and  perforraed  by  the  Mayor,  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  fome  or 
.   Recorder,  and    Aldermen   of  the  one  of  them,  were   nece/Tary  to  en- 
faid  city.  able  the  proper  officers  elefted  or  ap- 
Whereas  by  an  Aft  of  the  General  pointed   in   purfuaiice  of  the   above 
ARembly  of  the  province  of  Pennfyl-  recited  Afts  of  AlTembJy,  or  any  of 
vania,  paiTcd  on  the  feven th   day  of  them,  to  put  fuch  an  Aft  or  Afts  in 
June,  in    the  year  of  oiir  Lord  one  force.     And  whereas,  by  the  change 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twelve,  of  the  government  of  the  faid   pro- 
intitled  "■  An  Aft  for  raifmg  money  "  vince,    the   powers    of    the    Mayor, 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  cf  Phi-  Recorder,  and  Aldermen,  have  ceafed 
ladelphia,  for  the  public  vSq  and  be-  and  become  void,  vvherebv  the  afore- 
neiit  thereof;"  and  by  one  other  Aft,  faid  Afts  of  AiTembly  cannot  be  put 
intitled    "    An    Aft   for  regulating  in  force,  according  to  the  true  intent 
party  wails,  buildings,  and  partition  and  meaning  thereof,    to  die  great 
fences  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  :"  inconvenience  and  injury  of  the  good, 
and    by  one    other  Aft   pafled    the  people  of  the  faid   city,  diilrift   and 
twenty-firil  day  of  Cftober,  in   tlie  townihip,';,  for   remedy   whereof,  be 
3'ear    of    ci;r    Lord     one     thoufand  it  enafted,  and  it  is  hereby  enadled 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-one,  intitled  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  tite  Frec- 
"  An  Aft  for  the  better  employment,  men  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
relief,  and  lupport  of  the  poor,  within  fylvania  in   General   Aflemblv  met, 
the  city  of  Pliiladelphia,  the  diltrift  and   by  the  authority  of  the'  fame, 
of  Southwark,  and   the  townfhip  of  That  in   all   cafes  whereby    any   or 
Moyamenfmg,     Pa%unk,    and    the  either  of  the  aforc-mentioned  Afts  of 
Northern    Liberties;"    and    by    one  General  Afi'embly,  the  Mayor  or  Re- 
othrr  Aft  paffed  the  eighteenth  day  eorder,  and  one  or  more  of  the  Alder- 
of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  men  cf  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  are, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-  or  is  made  nece/iary  for  the  execution 
nine,  intitled  "  An  Aft  forregulat-  of,  or  in  any  ways  putting  in  force 
ing,  pitching,  paving,  and  cleaning  fuch  Aft  refjpeftively,  or    to  enable 
the  highv/a}'s,  Itreets,  lanes   and  al-  any    cliicer    or    officers    mentioned 
leys,    and  for   regulating,    mr.hlng,  therein,  to  do  and  perform  the  duties 
and  amending  the  v/ater  courfes  and  and  fervices  of  him  or  them  required, 
comrnon  fewers  within  the  inhabited  the  Jullices  of  the   Peace  of  the  faid 
and  fettled  parts  of  the  ciiy  of  Phi-  city  of  Philr.delphia,  or  any  three  of 
ladejphia,  for  raifing  money  for  de-  them,  ihall  be,  and  are  hereby  de- 
fraying the  expences  tlierecf,  and  for  ciared  to  be  able  and  capable  in  law 
ether  purpofes  therein  mentioned ;"  to  do  and  perform  all  and  fmtruLir 
and  by  one  other  Aft  paffed  the  ninth  the  duties  and  fervices  tliat  ars  in  and 
4ay  of  March,  in   tiie  year  of  our  by  die  laid  iever^l  a:id  reipeftive  Afts 
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of/iSTcmhly  required  of  and  from  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  or  Aldermen  of 
the  faid  city.  And  in  all  cafes  where 
•^he  faid  Jafices,  or  any  three  of 
tliem,  iliall  aft,  do,  and  perform  any 
duty,  fervice,  or  bufinefs  that  is  in 
any  of  the  faid  Afts  required  to  be 
done  and  performed  by  the  Mavor, 
Recorder  and  Aldermen,  the  fame 
fliall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be,  of  the  fame  force  and  effeft,  and 
as  fufncient  and  binding  in  all  cafes 
on  all  perfons  that  Ihall  be  within 
the  meaning  and  intention  of  this 
Aft,  as  the  fame  could  or  ought  to 
have  been  heretofore  when  fuch  fer- 
vice and  duty  were  done  and  per- 
formed by  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and 
Aldermen,  agreeable  to  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  fevcrai  and  re- 
ipeftive  Afts  afcrefaid. 

John  Jacobs,  Speaker. 
Pafeil  March  I  4,    1777. 

Admh-alty-Ojice,  Augufi  z,    lyjj. 

Vice-Admiral  Yoimg,  Comman- 
der in  Chief  of  his  Majelly's  fhips  and 
vefTels  at  the  Leeward  Mandsj  has, 
in  his  letter  of  the  12th  of  June, 
tranfm.itted  to  Mr.  Stephens  a  lift  of 
prizes  taken  by  the  fquadron  under 
■  his  command  fmce  the  capture  of 
thofe  mentioned  in  the  Gazette  of 
the  28th  of  Jnne,  a  copy  of  which 
lift  is  as  follows : 

The  Peggy  fchconer,  Jacob  Evans, 
mafter,  from  North  Carolina  to  St. 
Euftatia,  with  corn  and  ftaves— by 
the  Hind. 

The  Nancy  floop,  Samuel  Dun- 
wall,  mafter,  from  St.  Kitt's  to  Ame- 
rica, with  fait  and  ironmongery — by 
the  Otter. 

The  Juno  l"!rlg,  Ifaac  Coleman, 
mafter,  from  Surinam  to  Eofton,  with 
molaffes — by  the  Otter. 

The   Oli'/er  Cromv/ell    privateer, 
Herman   Courter,  m?-fter,  24.  guns,   ' 
150  men — by  the  Beaver. 

The  Fivft  Attempt  fcliooner,  Ni- 
cholas johnfon,  mafter,  from  New- 


bery  Port  to  Guadaloupe,  with  fifh 
and  lumber— by  the  Seaford. 

The  Sophia  ichooner,  Lazarus  Sil- 
Ha,  mafter,  from  St.  Euftatia  to 
Martinico,  with  indigo  and  rice  — 
by  the  the  Seaford. 

The  Jenny  privateer,  George  R.ans, 
mafter,  <by  the  Seaford. 

The  Betfey  iloop,  William  Ri- 
ch ardfon,  mafter,  I'rom  Virginia  to 
St.  Euftatia,  with  tobacco,  corn,  Lc, 
by  the  Cygnet. 

The  jye  Water  Guile,  Archibald 
Cliatelain,  mafter,  from  St.  Eufta- 
tia to  Middleburg,  with  indigo,  to- 
bacco, rum,  rice"^  5lC.— by  the  Sea- 
ford. 

TheDe  Hoog,  AI.  B.  Hood  Zeal, 
mafter,  from  St.  Euftatia  to  Flufuing 
— by  the  Seaford. 

'I'he  Dolly  floop,  from  Cafco  Bay 
to  Euftatia,  with  lifti  and  lumber — 
by  the  Portland. 

The  Ect/y  ftoop,  from  New  Lon- 
don to  St.  Euftatia,  with  fiih  and 
lumber— by  the  Portland. 

The  Relief  ilcop,  from  Soutli  Ca- 
rolina to  St.  Euftatia,  with  corn  and 
turpentine—  by  the  Portland. 

The  Moficeto  privateer,  Jf)hn  Har- 
ris, mafter,  14  guns,  71  men  — by 
the  Ariadne. 

Admiralty-Oficey   Augiift  2,  1 777. 
The  follouuing  is  an  extraSi  of  a  letter 

/rem  Captain  Jones,   »f  his  Majcftys 
Jloop  the  Bea-v^r,   of  14  fix pcundtrSy 

aid    125    mtn,    to     Mr.     Stephens. 

Dattd   at    St.    Kitt's    the    \zlh    cf 

June,    1777. 

I  beg  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ac- 
quaint their  Lord /hips,  that  on  the 
)8th  ult.  near  the  Lland  St.  Lucia, 
and  then  going  to  Tobago  for  the 
homeward-bound  trade,  I  fell  in  with 
and  engaged  a  privateer  of  the  rebels, 
and  thcit  in  lels  than  three  quarters 
cf  an  hour,  under  a  very  clofe  fire, 
^ViQ  yielded  to  the  fuperior  valour 
and  good  order  of  my  cfticers  and  men. 

Slie  proved  to  be  their  capital  Ihip 
in  thefe  feas,  and  the  fecond  beft  fit- 
ted 
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ted  out  for  America,  carries  24  guns, 
of  which  1 4  are  nine  poundcis,  1  o 
iv.'ivcls,  10  cohcrns,  and  150  men; 
hab  ports  to  all  her  guns,  and  figu.s 
lier  men  under  tover,  and  is  named 
the  Oliver  Cromwell,  Herman  Coiir- 
tcr.  Commander. 

We  had  the  good  furtune  not  to 
lofe  a  man,  and  had  only  3  wounded, 
with  little  or  110  damage  to  the  rig- 
ging, &c. 

^  On  the  rebels  fids  20  men  were 
killed,  and  20  wounded  ;  her  rlg- 
ritie,  mafo,  and  lails.jnuch  cut  aad 
hurt.  \_Loniion  Gazette 

Extrad    of    a   Le.tit    fiom    Gienada, 

"  A  jrentieman  who  went  to  IVIar- 
tinico  to  claim  two  veflels,  which  had 
been  c?.rried  in  there  by  the  rebels, 
returned  there  a  few  days  ago,  and 
reported,  with  much  accuracy,  to 
Li.ru  Macartney,  the  reception  he 
met  with  from  the  French  Governor  ; 
wiio,laying  it  was  a  neutral  pert,  would 
'give  no  redrefs.  He  then  applied  to 
Mr.  Bingham,  the  a^ent  for  the  Con- 
grefs,  who  is  treated  with  as  much 
refpeft  as  the  Britiai  Ambaflador  at 
I'aris  ;  and  from  him  making  pur- 
chafe  of  the  vejTels,  difpatched  them 
•with  French  papers  and  French  maf- 
ters.  He  faw  <.6  fail  of  privateers  at 
anchor,  mounting  from  10  to  20 
guns,  and  they  had  opened  feveral 
rendezvcufcs  for  entering  feamen. 
The  merchants  make  no  fecret  of 
being  concerned  in  this  piratical  bu- 
fineis,  and  every  encouragement  is 
given  to  promote  it,  by  the  principal 
perfon  The  mifchief  done  to  the 
Weft-India  Illands  by  them  is  amaz- 
ing." 

London^  July  3.  An  officer  juft  ar- 
rived trom  Martinico,  from  whence, 
for  the  better  fecurity,  he  took  his 
pafl'age  to  France  in  a  French  fhip, 
allures  us,  that  during  his  abode  on 
the  afore-mentioned  iiland,  he  faw 
nothing  but  Am.erican  colours  parad- 
ing in  every  part,  with  drummers 
beating    up   for  volunteers,    lor  the 


fervjce  of  the  American  Congrefs ; 
and  that  on  his  entering  feveral  of  tiie 
liouies  ol  rendezvous,  to  fee  Vv'ho  pre- 
fided  at  thofe  places,  he  was  ailonifli- 
ed  to  find  them  all  Frenchmen,  and 
fcarcely  one  perfon  among  them 
who  could  even  fo  much  as  fpealv 
Eaglilh.  ^     . 

In  the  Leeward  Iiland  fleet  came 
home    paflengerj    the    Captain    and 
Surgeon  of  a  larcce  Guineaman,  that 
was  taken  by  a  privateer,  by  whom 
the  following  particulars  are  received : 
The    Guineaman   was    fitted   out 
from  the  Thames,  and  intended  to 
fend  her   cavgo  from   Africa  to  Ja- 
maica, but  was  taken  within    three 
days  iiiil  of  that  iiland,  by  a  large 
privateer  of  14  guns,  and  120  men, 
who  fent  her  into  Martinico.    There 
were  only  three  Englifhmea  on  board 
the  privateer,  the   Captain  and  two 
liiore,  the  reil  of  the  crew  were  all 
French,  or  various  nations  picked  up 
at   Martinico,   where   the    privateer 
waj  .fitted  our.     Five  or  fix  pnzes  had 
been  carried   into   Martinico   before 
them,  and  all  had'  come  to  a  very 
bad  market  except  the  fii  ft.     When 
they  arrived   at  that  place,  Englifh 
filk  ftockings,  fuch  as  are  fold  daily 
at  10  or  iz  fniilingi,  v/ere  currently 
Icid  for  a  dollar,  or  4s.  6d.   and  the 
failors  were  hawking,  from  door  to 
door,  pieces  of  Iriili  linen,  and  the 
mofc  tiiey  cculd  get  were  two  dollars 
or  nine  ihiliings  for  the  piece. 

The  fiavcs  the/  had  on  board  never 
fetched  the  original  coll  paid  for 
them  in  Afiica :  and  every  fort  and 
kind  of  prize  goods  were  ford  in  the 
fame  proportion. 

London,  )„lv  j .  A  correfpondent 
fays,  that  the  fadl  upon  which  the 
HcU'wich  Packet  was  obtained,  is 
nuw  come  out ; — it  was  not  done  out 
of  any  com.plsdfincc  to  our  Court; 
nor  in  confeijucnce  of  any  demu'id 
made  by  our  Ambafiador;  but  purely, 
becaufe  fcmeboJy  bought  hir.  Some- 
body pad  for  her;  no  matter  who. 
Mr.  Cunningham  received  the  value 

of 
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of  his  prize;  and  it  was  quite  indif- 
ferent to  him,  v/hether  the  buyer 
was  an  EngliiTiman,  a  Scot,  or  a 
Frenchman.  The  credulous  people 
of  England  were  told  the  packet  was 
reftored,  and  the  privateer's  crew  Cent 
to  prifon.  The  iiiiprifonment  was  a 
f<irce,  a  mere  oflcnfi.ble  trick  to  cover 
the  fraud.  And  thus  are  the  people 
of  Engknd  duped.  No  man  here- 
after need  be  furprized  at  the  enor- 
ipous  fum  in  tlic  Ch'll  Liftaccounts, 
charged  to  fecnt  ftfnj.ie  ■,,  but  every 
man  of  penetration  and  judgment,  is 
furprized,  at  the  patience  of  this 
country,  in  not  rcfenting,  in  a  be- 
coming manner,  the  infinite  number 
of  tricks,  frauds,  and  impontions, 
<iaily  priiftifed  upon  them,  by  the 
prelent  Miniilers. 

So  long  fmce  as  the  month  of  May 
laft,  our  Court  very  confidently  gave 
out,  "  That  all  was  peace  and  quiet- 
nefs  (their  own  words)  between  the 
French  Court  and  them ;  for  that 
each  fide  had  agreed  to  difhrm  a  cer- 
tnin  number  of  Ihips."  But  in  June 
the  ion  was  changed  ;  it  was  con- 
feiled  the  French  had  railed  feme  ob- 
je&ons  ;  a:;d  in  July  the  pretended 
agreemcn'.  was  totally  abandoned  by 
tiie  miniilerialifts. 


AMERICAN    COMMERCE 

CLAIMED,  ANp, 
AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE 
ACKNOWLEDGED. 
Mcnfieur  de  Sar'ine,  iVIinilkr  of 
the  French  marine  department,  has 
font  the  follov;ing  letter  to  the  prin- 
cipal Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
France : 

Vn- failles,  h  4.  y^'Uht,  lyyy. 
*'  Je  vlens  d'etre  ir  forme,  Mef- 
iieurs,  par  des  leurei  venn.es  dc  la 
Martinique,  qa'on  y  debkoit,  que 
le  Commandant  General  de  cette  co- 
ioiiie  avoit  declare  aux  ncgocians  & 
armateurs,  qu'il  eft  convenn  entre  la 
Cour  de  France  et  celi^-  de  I.ondres, 
que  les   Anglois  pourroient  tailir  fur 

*  A  commo-.'i  term  j.t  France  for 


Its  navires  Francois  toutes  I<?s  denre?5 

du    cru    de    la   nouvelle   Ans'leterre 

qu'ils  pourroient  y  trouver,  &:  que  les- 

denrees  &   les   batimens    feront  de 

bonne  prife. 

■•'  Je   m'emprefle  de  prevenir  les 

alJarmes  que  cette  afiertion  fans  fon- 

dem.ent   pourroit   repandre  dans   les.' 

efprits,     3i  le  Commandaijt  General 

de  la  Martinique  a  parle  de  ta  faifie 

des  batimen?":  en  cas  pareil,  il  n'a  pu 

qu'annonccr  une  pretention  de  la  part 

des  Anglois  qu'on  a  peutre  et  inter- 

prete  I'eiTet  d'une  convention  entre 

les  Cours  de  France  et  dc  Londrea. 

Mais  le  Roi  me  charffe  de  vous  faire 

r        •  °       • 

l9avoir  que  cette  convention  entre  ies 

deux  cours  n'exiile  pas,  &  que  fa 
Majefce  efc  determines  a  reclamer 
tout  batimxent  Francois  qui  auroit 
ete  arrete  fous  ce  pretexte,  &  a  pro- 
icgcr  le  commerce. 

(Signe)  "DeSARTINE." 

TRANSLATION. 
Fer/ar/Ies,  the  i^th  J u!y ^  1777. 
"  Gentlemen, 
*'  I  have  juft  been  informed,  by 
letters  recived  from  Martinlco,  that 
it  was  given  out  there,  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  that  colony  had  declared  to 
the  merchants  and  owners  of  fhips, 
that  it  was  agreed  between  the  Courts 
of  France  arid  London,  tliat  the  En- 
glifh  rnav  feize  all  commodities  of 
the  growth  of  New-England  * ,  vvliicii 
they  may  find  on  board  of  French 
fhip^,  and  that  the  goods  and  veflels 
fliall  be  lawful  prize.  I  am  folicitous 
to  prevent  the  alarm,'  which  m.ay  be 
fpread  in  people's  minds  by  this 
groundlefs  aflcrtitin.  If  the  Gover- 
nor of  Martinico  has  fpoken  of  the 
feizure  of  veilels,  in  fuch  cafes,  he 
can  only  have  mentioned  a  pretcnfiou 
on  the  part  of. the  Kiig'iih,  v-lti-ch, 
perhaps,  ha.)  been  interpreted  a?;  th'e 
fcft'ev>.  of  an  apreeinent  b^cween  the 
Court:  of  France  and  London  :  but' 
the  King  charges  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  no  fnchi-  cigrenment  exiils  be- 
tween the  two  Courts,  and  tiiat  hii 

M;ijefty 

The  Eriri-'ii  American  Colonjis. 
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Majcfty  is  determined  to  reclaim  every 
French  veflel,  which  might  be  feized 
under  the  pretext,  and  to  proteft  the 
trade. 

(Signed)  "  De  SARTINE." 

Thus  do  the  French  publicly  claim, 
and  determine  to   aflert,  a  right  of 
trading  with  the  revolted   Colonies, 
and  of  bringing  the  produce  of  our 
late    American   dominions,    in  their 
own  veflels,    direftly  to  France;    a 
privilege  totally  fubverfive  of  the  afls 
of  navigation  and  trade,  which  have 
been  the  fource  of  our  naval  and  na- 
tional  ftrength   for   more  than   one 
hundred   years,    and  which  till    the 
prefent  time,  no   nation  in   Europe 
has  avowedly  dared  to  violate.    This 
the  French  have  now  ventured  to  do  ; 
and  the  example  given  by  them,  will 
be  followed  by  Spain,  by  Portugal 
(the  hew  ally  of  thofe  kingdoms)  and 
by  every  other  power,  who  from  fitu- 
ation  can  partake  in   the  benefits  of 
that  invaluable  commerce ;  a  com- 
merce which,  till   within  thefe   few 
years,  was  exdufively  our  own,  and 
which  is  now  for  ever  loft ;  even  the 
idea  of  recovering  it,  is  become  ridi- 
culous.    The  trade  is  now  free  and 
open  to  all,  and  till  we  are  able  to 
contend  with,  and  prevail  over  many 
nations  (the  ftrongeft  in  the  world) 
united  againft  us,  we  fhall  not  regain 
it.      But   what   hope   can  we   have 
from  arms  ?  We  now  wage  war  with 
thofe,  who  lived  with  us  as  brothers, 
and  whom  we  defpifed  as  foes,  and 
find  in  them  an  enemy  mightier  than 
ourfelves. 

On  the  important  matter  of  Mon- 
fieur  de  Sartine,  Minifter  of  the 
French  Marine  Department's  circular 
letter  to  the  Chamber  Commerce  in 
France,  we  cannot  help  citing  the 
following  claufes  from  the  ftatutes  of 
the  1 2th  and  15  th  of  Charles  the 
Second  : 

♦*  That  for  the  increafe  of  (hip- 
ping, and  encouragement  of  the  na- 
vigation of  this  nation,  wherein,  un- 


der the  good  providence  and  protec-. 
tionofGod,  and  the  wealth,  fafety, 
and  ftrength  of  this  kingdom  is  lb 
much  concerned ;  Be  it  enafted  by 
the  Kind's  Moft  Excellent  Majeftr, 
and  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 
this   prefent   Parliament    aflembled, 
and   by  the  authority  thereof,  that 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  De- 
cember,  one   thoufand   fix  hundred 
and  fixty,  and  from  thenceforward, 
no  goods  or  commodities  whatfoever 
Ihall  be  imported  into,  or  exported 
out,  of  any  lands,  iflands,    planta- 
tions or  territories  to  his  Majefty  be- 
longing, or  in  his  pofleflion,  or  which 
may  hereafter  belong  unto,  or  be  in 
the  pofleffion  of  his  Majefty,  his  iieirs 
and   fucceiTors,    in  Afia,  Africa,  or 
America,  in   any  other  Ihip  or  <hips„ 
veflel  or  veflel  s  whatfoever,    but  in. 
fuch  fhips  or  veflels  as  do  truly,  and 
without  fraud,  belong  only   to  the 
people  of  England  or  Ireland,  domi- 
nion of  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  or  are  of  the  built  of 
and  belonging  to  any  the  faid  lands, 
iflands,  plantations  or  territories,  as 
the    proprietors    and    right    owners 
thereof,  and  whereof  the  mafter  and 
three-fourths  of  the  mariners  at  lead 
are  Englifli;    under  the  penalty  of 
the  forfeiture  and  lofs  of  all  the  goods 
and  commodities  which  ftiall  be  im- 
ported into,  or  exported,  out  of  any 
the  aforefaid  places  in  any  other  fliip 
or  veflel ;  as  alfo  of  the  ihip  or  veflel, 
with  all  its  guns,  furniture,  tackle, 
ammunition  and  apparel  ;  one  third 
part  thereof  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs ;  one  third  part  to  the 
Governor  of  fuch  land,  plantation, 
ifland  or  territory,  where  fuch  default 
fliall  be  committed,  in  cafe  the  faid 
(hip   or  goods  be  there   feized ;    or 
otherwife,  that  third  part  alfo  to  his 
Majefty,    his   heirs    and   fucceflbrs ; 
and  the  other  third  part  to  him  or 
them  who  (hall  feize,  inform,  or  fue 
for  the  fame  in  any  Court  of  Record, 
by  bill,  information,  plaint,  Or  other 
C  C  a£lion. 
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a£lion,  vvlierein  no  eflbIn,'prote£lion, 
or  wager  of  law  fliall  be  allowed  ; 
and   all    Admirals,  and   other  com- 
manders at  fea,  of  any  of  the  lliips  of 
war,  or  other  Ihip,  having  commif- 
fion  from   his  Majefty,  or  from   his 
heirs  or  fiiccefibrs,  are  hereby  autho- 
rized, and  llriftly  required,  to  J^i'^e 
and  bring  In  a  pr::zc,  all   fuch  fliips 
or  vefTels  as  (hall  have  offended  con- 
trary hereunto,  and  deliver  thenx  to 
the  Court  of  Admiralty,  there  to  be 
proceeded   againll ;    and    in   cafe    of 
condemnation,'  one  moiety   of  fuch 
forfeitures  fhall  be  to  the  ufe  of  fuch 
Admirals  or  Commanders,  and  their 
companies,  to   be  divided  and  pro- 
portioned   amongft  them,  according 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  fea,  in 
cafe   of  fhips  taken  prize;  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  ufe  of  his  M?- 
jeliy,  his  heirs  and  fucceiTors.     And 
that  in  regard  his  Majeily's  planta- 
tions beyond   the  feas  are  inhabited 
and. peopled  by  his  fubjet^is  of  this 
bis  Jcingdom    of  England,    for  the 
maintaining  a  greater  correfpondence 
and    kindnefs  ■  between    them,     and 
keeping  -tliem  in  firmer  dependence 
ppon   it.     and   rendering    them  yet 
more    beneficial    and    advantageous 
iinto  it,  in  the   further  •  employment 
and.  increafe  of  Englifn  fliipping  and  . 
feamen,  vent.ofEnglifh  woollen  and 
other  man u failures  and  commodities, 
rendering  the  navigation  to  and  from 
the  fa:ne  morefafe  and  cheap,  mak- 
ing this,  kingdom  a  ftaple,  no.t  only 
of  the  commodities  of  thofe  planta- 
tions, but  alfo  of  the  commodities  of 
other  countries  and  places,  for  the 
fupplying  of  them.;  and  it  being  the 
ufage  of  other  nations  to  keep  their 
plantations  trade  to  themfelves ;  and 
be  it  enafted,  and  it  is  hereby  enact- 
ed, that  from  and  after  the   five  and 
twentieth  day  of  March,    one  thou.- 
fand  fix  hundred  fixty -four,,  no  com- 
modity  of  the  grov/th,    produtlion, 
or  manufatSture  of  Europe,  iliall  be 
impcir'ed  into  any  land,  ifland,  plan- 
tation, colony,  territory,  or  place  to 


his  Majefty  belonging,  or  which  fhall' 
hereafter  belong  unto,  or  be  in  the 
pofleflion  of  his  Majeily,  his    heirs> 
and    fuccefTor^,  in   Afia,    Africa,   op 
America,    (Tangier  only   excepted) 
but  what  fhall  be  bona  fide,  and  with- 
out fraud,  laden  and  fhippedin  Eng- 
land, Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  and  in  Englilli   built 
fhipping  ;  or  which  vicxe,  bona  fide, 
bought  before  the  firll  day  of  Odo- 
ber,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty 
and  two,  and  fuch  certificate  thereof 
had,  as  is  direiled  in  one  aft  palTed 
the  lall  feiTions  of  this   prefent  Par- 
liament, intituled,  "  An  Aft  for  pre- 
venting frauds,  andregulating  abufes 
in    his     Majefty's     cuitoms;"      and 
whereof     the     mailers     and    three- 
fourths   of  the  mariners  at  leaft  are 
Engliili,  and  which  fhull  be  carried 
direftly    thence  to    the     faid   lands, 
plantations,    colonies,   territories,  or 
places,   and  from  no  other  place  or 
places  whatfoever,  any  law,  ilatutCj 
or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notvvith {land- 
ing,   under  the  penalty  of  the  lofs  of 
all  fuch  commodities  of  the  growth, 
produftion,   or  manufafture  of  Eu- 
rope^  as  fnall  be  imported  into  any  of 
them,  from  any  other  place  whatfo-, 
ever,   hy  land  or  water  ;   and  if  by 
water,  of  the  fnip  or  veffel  alfo  ir^ 
which  they  were   imported,  with  all 
her  guns,  tackle,  furniture,  ammu- 
nition, and  apparel ;  one  third  part 
to   his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fuc- 
cefibrs ;  one  third  part  to  the  Goverr 
nor  of  fuch  land,  ifland,  plantation^ 
colony,  territory,  or  place,  into  which 
iuch  goods  were  imported,  if  the  faid 
Ihip,  veffel,  or  goodi;  be  there  feized 
or  informed   againft  and  fued   for  ; 
or  otherwiie,   that  third  part  alfo  to 
■his  Majelry,  his  heirs,  and  fucceffors; 
and  the  other  third  part  to  him  or 
them  who  fhall  feize,  inform,  or  fue 
for  the  fame  in  any  of  his   Majefty'g 
Courts   in  fuch   0(f  the  faid   lands, 
iftands,    colonies,  plantations,   terri- 
tories, or  places  vyhtjre    the  pflencp 
was  committed,  or  in  any  Court  of 
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Record  in  England,  by  bill,  infor- 
mation, plaint,  or  other  action, 
wherein  no  eiToin,  protetftion,  or  wa- 
ger of  law  Ihall  be  allowed." 

When  the  confiderate  reader  com- 
pares thefe  claufes  with  the  foregoing 
letter  from  the  Minilter  of  the  French 
Marine  Department,  muft  he  not  be 
convinced,  that  our  aflairs  are  at  lalt 
brought  to  the  mournful  alternative, 
either  of  fuiFering  France  to  engrofs 
tlie  trade  of  America^   in  direct  vio- 
lation   of  the   above  ftatutes,    or  of 
feizing  her  veflels,  and  immediately- 
running  into  a  war,  which   mult  be 
fatal  to  our  belt  interefts  ?  In  either 
cafe,  France  will  be  the   carrier  of 
American  produce,  through  the  whole 
extent  of  that   trade,   and   by   fuch 
means  rife  to  a  degree  of  naval  power, 
to  which  this  coaiUry  has  never  at- 
tained.    It  muft  be  obvious  alfo,   to 
common  obfen^ation,  that  the  claim 
of  France  to  the  American  trade  can 
only  be  founded  on  the  idea  of  Ame- 
ricans being  no  longer  colonifts  of 
Great-Britain,  but  the  fubjefts  of  In- 
dependent States.  War  therefore  with 
France  is  as  indifpenfibly  necellary,  as 
it  nov/  is   with  America;    fiuce,  to 
pre\'ent  the  eltabliihment  of  that  in- 
dependence the  prefent  unnatural  and 
felf-deitroying  war  is  continued. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  an  Englip  Gentle- 
man at  Paris,  dated  fttly  z%,  I'J'JJ. 
"  You  wilLj  no  doubt,  have  heard 
long  ere  this,  and  with  great  eclat^ 
on  the  part  of  Lord  Stormont,  and 
exultation  on  that  of  your  Minifters, 
that  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  boafied  remonftrance  of 
the  Englifh  Miniftry,  had  knocked 
under,  and  faithfully  promifed  to 
{hut  their  ports  againfl  the  American 
privateers  and  their  prizes.  Be  it  io  ; 
let  thefe  purblind  politicians  exult, 
and  deluded  England  go  to  fleep  5 
I  promife  you  that  a  fhort  time  will 
awaken  both  from  their  lethargy. 
In  addition  to'  Mr.  Sartine's  letter, 


which  you  have  already  got,  1  fend 
you  the  following  Itriking  proof  of 
the  fincerity  with  which  the  French 
adhere  to  tlieirown  intereft,  and  their 
natural,  unconquerable  enmity  to 
England.  The  fadt  is  undoubted, 
as  you  will  venture  from  my  autho- 
rity to  affirm,  and  will  foon  receive 
a  faller  confirmation  : 

"  The  General  MifHin  privateer, 
which  has  lately  committed  fuch  de- 
predations upon  your  coalls,  and  in 
the  very  mouths  of  your  harbours,  is 
juft  arrived  at  Brelt,  where  ihe  found 
the  French  fquadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Monneurde  ChalFault.  The 
privateer  faluted  the  French  Admi- 
ral, who  was  at  alofs  how  to  condufl 
himfelf.  A  council  of  war  was  held 
therefore  immediately,  when,  after 
an  hour  and  a  half's  Confultation,  it 
was  agreed  to  return  the  falute,  which 
was  done  in  forni,  as  to  the  ve/Tel  of 
a'^Sovereign  Independent  State.  This 
is  known  and  approved  of  by  the 
Court.  It  is  but  the  other  day  that 
the' Governor  of  St.  Euftatia  was  or- 
dered home  by  the  States  General  of 
Holland,  for  returning  the  falute  of 
the  American  flag,  in  confequence  of 
a  itrong,  deciuve  memorial  from  Sir 
JofephYorke.  Eultatia  is  at  a  di- 
itance;  Breil  is  at  home.  The  fa£l 
will  not  admit  of  ihuiHing.  Now  is  the 
time,  therefore,  for  the  fpunk  of  Lord 
Weymouth,  and  the  firmnefs  of  Lord 
George  Sackville  (Germaine);  I  beg 
liis  Lordlliip's  pardon.  You  may 
fafely  defy  the  Courtiers  to  deny,  or 
palliate  a  Angle  circumltariceot  this. 
I  fee  the  papers  fay,  that  Cunning- 
ham is  chained  up  in  Dunkirk  har- 
bour ;  but  I  will  v/hifper  you,  that 
he  has  broke  his  chains,  and  is  now 
prowling  at  large  for  prey,  as  the 
beails  in  that  foul  den  at  Llyod's  will 
foon  difcover.  The  General  Mifflin 
is  preparing  for  fea  again ;  yet  the 
French  ports  are  Ihut,  as  the  Scotch 
will  tell  you  in  the  City." 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Philip  Ste- 
phens, Efq.  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, to  the  Worfhipful  Wil- 
liam Crofbie,  Efq.  Mayor  of  Li- 
verpool, dated  Admiralty-Office, 
July  II,  1777. 

•'  My  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  ftationed  the  Al- 
bion, Exeter,  Arethufa,  and  Ceres, 
between  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  queft  of  the  Ameri- 
can privateerj,  and  for  the  protcftion 
of  trade  in  thofe  parts,  1  am  com- 
manded by  their  Lordihips  to  ac- 
quaint you  thereof,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  ; 
and  that  the  commanders  of  thofe 
ihips  have  direftions  to  enquire  for 
intelligence  refpeding  fuch  privateers 
at  the  following  places,  viz. 

At  Dublin  and  Cambletown, 

The  Albion  of  74  guns,  nnd  Ceres 

floop. 

At  Mllford  and  Corke  alternatelv. 

The  Exeter  of  64  guns. 

At  Whitehaven,  and   afterwards   at 

Cambletown  and  Carrickfergus, 

The  Arethufa  of  32  guns. 
Other  cruizers    between   Milford 
Haven  and  Ireland." 

The  Admiralty  have  been  obliged 
to  appoint  convoys  for  all  the  Britifli 
and  Irifh  coafts. 


The  Spanifh  relation  of  taking  of 
the  illand  of  St.  Catharine,  by  the 
Spaniih  army,  under  the  command 
of  the  Captain  General  Don  Pedro 
de  Cevallos,  extracted  from  authen- 
tic letters  from  Madrid,  dated 
June  6 : 

••Our  fleets  confifting  of  116 
fail,  left  Cadiz  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1776,  and  after  a  moft  happy 
paflage  found  themfelves  on  the  8th 
of  February  in  26d.  36m.  lat  and 
'^^yd.  24m.  long,  when  they  took  a 
Portugueze  merchant  fhip,  called  the 
Lucia  a  Fortunada,  bound  from  Rio 
Janeiro  to  Lilbori,  on  board  which 
they  found  letters  which  informed 


tliem,  that  four  fhips  of  war  and  five' 
frigates  were  placed  in  the  Bay  of  Ga- 
rupa  to  obferve  a«d  attack  us,  if  we 
Ihould  enter  the  port  of  St.  Catha- 
rine ;  in  confequence  of  which  wc 
refolved  to  fail  for  that  place  in  order 
to  attack  them. 

"  No  fooner  had  we  difcovered 
the  ifland  of  St.  Catharine  on  Fe- 
bruary 10,  and  had  doubled  the  Cape 
of  the  Bay  of  Garrupas,  than  our 
frigate  the  St.  Margaret  informed 
us,  that  fhc  had  (een  the  enemy'sr 
fquadron,  confifting  of  12  fail,  for 
two  days.  On  this  information, 
our  General  Don  Cevallosj  and  the 
Marquis  of  Cafa-Tilly,  commander 
of  the  fquadron,  having  deliberated, 
they  judged  it  more  proper  to  enter 
the  port  of  the  ifland  than  to  purfue 
their  fquadron,  which  tbey  accord- 
ingly entered  on  February  zo,  ex- 
cepting a  few  tranfport  veffels,  on 
board  of  which  there  were  1400  men, 
which  we  fuppofed  had  made  for 
Monte  Video,  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous. 

"  The  Portugueze  forces  in  gar- 
rifon  on  the  ifland  were  much  more 
confiderable  than  ufual ;  indepen- 
dent of  four  battalions  of  troops,  and 
200  artillery,  they  had  regimented 
the  militia,  io  that  the  force  was  not 
lefs  than  4000  men,  exclufive  of 
what  they  called  auxiliaries,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  were 
to  affift  in  defending  the  caftle  and 
the  ftrong  forts  of  Saint  Croix  and 
Punta  Grofa,  very  ftrongly  fituated 
by  nature  and  art,  and  well  provided 
with  provifions  and  ammunition. 

When  the  place  had  been  re- 
connoitred, the  army  was  debarked 
the  2  2d  at  night.  Next  day  we  oc- 
cupied the  camp  near  within  cannon- 
Ihot  of  Punta  Grofa,  while  the  Sep- 
tentrion  and  two  bomb  vefl'els  ap- 
proached the  caftle.  In  the  night  a 
body  of  troops  was  difpatched  to- 
wards the  left,  and  difpofitions  were 
made  for  our  army  to  take  pofleinon 
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ef  the  Heights,  which  the  Governor     gueze  Settlements  on  the  Rio  Grande, 


feeing,  and  the  Portugueze  being 
intimidated  at  our  movements,  they 
abandoned  the  caftle  without  firing 
a  gun,  and  retired  to  a  ftrong  ad- 
vanced work,  but  with  fuch  precipi- 
tation, that  they  left  all  their  cannon 
and  ftores,  and  ever)'  provifion  for  a 
long  fiege. 

♦'  The  Portugueze    troops  in  the 
caftle  of  St.  Croix,  feeing  the  caftle 
abandoned,  and  a  body  of  Spaniards 
marching   towards  them,  took  a  like 
refolution  with  the  other  Portugueze 
troops,  and  abandoned  it,  with  their 
other  intrenchments    and   batteries, 
fo  that   the  whole  ifland  was  evacu- 
ated   on    the     25th.      And   having 
pafled   over  to  the   Continent,  and 
crofted     the  river    Catabon,    about 
feven    or    eight    leagues   from    the 
ifland,  their  Commander  in  Chief, 
Don   Antonio   Carlos    Hartado    de 
Mendoza,  fent  Brigadier  Don  Jofeph 
Cuftodio  de  Sa-y  Faria,  with  orders 
to  propofe  to  our  commander,  Don 
Cevallos,     to  grant    them    ftiips    to 
tranfport  them   to  Rio  Janeiro  ;   but 
this  he  refufed  to  confent  to,  and  in- 
fifted   they  fhould    furrender   them- 
felves  prifoners  of  war;   which,  afcer 
fome   meflages  paffing,    they  agreed 
to,  and  ftiips  were  to  be  allowed  to 
tranfport  the  officers  only  to  Rio  Ja- 
neiro,  on  promife  of  not  ferving  in 
any    manner   againft    his     Catholic 
Majefty,  and  to  furrender  themfelves 
to  any  other   place,  when  called  on 
by  the  Spanifti  General.  Since  which 
all    the    Portugueze   foldiers    have 
been  fent  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  no- 
thing remains   on  the  ifland  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown  of  Portugal. 

Paris,  yune  27.  Our  lalt  accounts 
from  Madrid  mention,  that  Don  Ce- 
vallos, Commander  of  the  Spanifti 
fleet  at  Brazil,  after  taking  the  ifland 
of  St.  Catherine,  fet  fail  from  thence, 
and  arrived  at  San  Pedro  the  7th  of 
March  i  and,  it  is  faid,  he  purpofes 
to  take  poftrflion  of  all  the  Porta- 


which  it  is  thought  will  not  require 
a   long  time.     Alter  this,  the  fqua- 
dron     army   will    unite    in    Buenos 
Ayres,  and  proceed  from   thence  to 
beftege  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Sacrament, 
vvhich  is  a  very  ftrong  place,  and  has 
a  confiderable  garrifon  well  provided 
with  every  thing  neceftTary  for  a  long 
and  obftinate  relillance. 
Extra^l   of  a   letter  from   the   Hagutf 
Juk  I. 
"  We  have   accounts  from  Paris, 
that  news  have  been  received  there 
from   Madrid,  that   peace   was  con- 
cluded  between    Spain  and  Portugal 
in  that  laft-raentioned  capital  on  the 
1  oth  of  laft  month  ;  but  that  the  con- 
ditions of  this  accommodation  are  .not 
yet  known.      It  is   only   faid,    that 
things  are  to  remain  xnjiatu  quo;  but 
this  feems  rather  an  equivocal  deter- 
mination, as  it  makes   a  very  great 
difference  whether  it  means   to  leave 
things  as  they  were  previous  to  con- 
quells   made    by   the    Spaniards  in 
America,  or  whether  they  are  to  re- 
main  as    they   are   now,    and  leave 
Spain  in  the  poftefhon  of  the  illand  of 
St.    Catharirie,  Sec.    it   is   imagined 
the  Court  of  Madrid  will   endeavour 
to   detach   the   Queen   of    Portugal 
from  her  alliance  with  Great  Britaui,. 
in  which,  if  they  fucceed,  a  rupture 
is  thought  inevitable. 

London,  fuly  8.  Authentic  advice 
is  received,  that  preliminaries  of 
peace,  between  Spain  and  Portugal, 
are  abfolutely  figned.  h's,  our  Court 
have  had  no  concern  in  this  matter, 
the  firft  confequence  is,  that  Portugal 
will  be  loft  to  this  country.  Every 
man  who  knows  any  thing  of  Portu- 
gal, knows  that  our  trade  with  Portu- 
gal has  been  highly  advantageous  to 
us;  particularly  in  her  taking  our 
woollens,  ftuft's,  &c.  &c.  in  return  for 
which,  we  have  had  her  gold,  &-c. 
The  beft,  and  only  apology,  for  the 
conduft  of  our  Minifters,  daring  the 


laft  feven  years,  feems  to  be 


inj  unity. 

The 
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The  Court  and  Council  have  been  fo 
immerfed  in,  and  infatuated  with, 
the  rage  of  making  war  upon  oiir- 
felves,  in  North  America,  that  no- 
thing elTe  has  been  attended  to.  To 
this  wildnefs  and  madneis,  we  owe  the 
lofs  of  Portugal.  By  thefe  preliminary 
articles,  it  is  faid  to  be  agreed.  That 
allhoftilitiesfhal!  ceaie  between  Spain 
and  Portugal  in  South  America  ;  and 
that  each  party  fhall,  for  tlie  prefent 
only,  keep  whatever  ilie  is  in  poilef- 
fion  of  at  the  figning  of  thefe  preli- 
minaries, which  are  to  be  underllcod 
as  laying  the  foundation  of,  and  as 
opening  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance 
between  Spain  and  Portugal.  Signed 
the  I  oth  of  J  une,    1777. 


ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Gibraltar , 
dated  May  j,  I  777. 
"  Yefterday  a  fchooner  coming  in 
from  Cadiz,  with  money  on  board 
(about  i2,coo  dollars)  wine,  and 
other  articles,  for  the  garrifon,  was 
boarded  and  taken  by  a  Spanilh 
j?-uardfhip.  The  Engli/h  Commodore 
(Captain  Hay,  of  the  Alarm)  on 
keing  Spaniih  colours  hoilled  on 
board  the  fchooner,  fent  beats  from 
cur  fleet  to  retake  her.  She  was  fo 
clcfely  chaced  by  tliem,  as  to  oblige 
her  to  run  afiiore  on  the  coall  of 
Spain,  within  reach  ol  their  guns. 
A  barge,  with  12  men  anr.ed  with 
jsuifkets,  and  cojnmanded  by  the 
jT.aller  of  the  Alarm,  came  up  with 
her.  Many  fhots  were  fired  by  the 
Spaniards,  fome  of  which  took  place 
in  the  boat.  They  were  returned  by 
our  failors,  who  boarded  the  velTel, 
and  took  out  the  money.  The  Spa- 
nifh  battery  then  opened  on  them, 
firing  two  or  three  fhots  among 
them,  without  doing  any  damage. 
On  a  iignal  made  by  the  Commo- 
dore, tlsey  returned,  and  brought  with 
them  the  money.  It  remains  to  fee, 
whether  the  vefiel,  or  any  fatisfac- 
tion,  will  be  demanded  for  an  En- 
piifli  fubjeft,  who  was  killed  by  the 
tipaniards  on  their  fuil  boarding  her. 


For  the  Remembrancer. 
The  following  Paper  was  drawn  up 
in  a  Committee  of  Congrefs,  June 
25,  1775,  but  does  not  appear  on 
their  Minutes,  a  fevere  Ait  of  Par- 
liament which  arrived  about  that 
time  having  determined  therti  not 
to  give  the  fum  propofed  in  it.  It 
is  iuppofed  to  have  been  written  by 
Dr.  Franklin. 

Forafmuch  as  the  enemies  of 
America  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  to  render  us  odious  to  the 
nation,  and  give  an  ill  impreflion  of 
us  in  the  minds  of  other  European 
powers,  have  repiefented  us  as  un- 
jull;  and  ungrateful  in  the  higheft 
degree;  aflerting  on  every  occafion, 
that  the  Colonies  were  fettled  at  the 
expence  of  Britain  ;  that  they  were 
?.t  the  expence  of  the  fame  protefted 
in  their  infancy  ;  that  they  now  un- 
gratefully and  unjuftly  refufe  to  con- 
tribute to  their  own  protedlion  and 
the  common  defence  of  the  nation ; 
that  they  aim  at  independence ;  that 
they  intend  an  abolition  of  the  Na- 
vigation Afts;  and  that  .they  are 
fraudulent  in  their  commercial  deal- 
ings, and  purpofe  to  cheat  their  cre- 
ditors in  Britain,  by  avoiding  the 
payment  of  their  juft  debts:  — 

As  by  freciucnt  repetition  thefe 
groundlefs  afiertions  and  malicious 
calumnies  may,  if  not  contradifted 
and  refuted,  obtain  farther  credit, 
and  be  injurious  throughout  Europe 
to  the  reputation  and  interefl  of  the 
Confederate  Colonies,  it  feems  proper 
and  neceffary  to  examine  them  in  our 
own  juiT:  vindication. 

With  regard  to  the  firll,  that  the 
Colonies  ivere  ftttled  at  the  extence  of 
Britain,  it  is  a  known  faft,  that 
none  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies 
were  fettled,  or  even  difcovered  at 
the  expence  of  England.  Henry  the 
Seventh,  indeed  granted  a  commif- 
fion  to  Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  Venetian, 
and  his  fons,  to  fail  into  the  weftern 
feas  for  the  difccvery  of  new  coun- 
tries; but  it    was   to   he  fuis   eorum 
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prcpr  its  film ftihus  et  experjis,  at   their 
cvvn  colls  and  charges*.     They  dif- 
covered,  but  Toon  llighted  and  ne- 
glciPicd,    thefe    northern    territories, 
which  were  after  more   than  a  hun- 
dred years    derelidion  purchafed  of 
the  natives,  and  fettled  at  the  charge 
and  by  the  labour  of  private  men  and 
bodies  of  men,  our  ancelfors,  who  came 
over  hither  fcr  that  purpofe.  But  our 
adverfaries    hcMt    never    been    able 
to  produce  any  record,  that  ever  the 
Parliament  or  Government  of  Eng- 
land was  at  the   fmalleil:  expence  on 
thefe    accounts ;    on    the    contrary, 
there  exifls  on  -  the  Journals  of  Par- 
liament,   a    folemn    declaration    in 
1642,  only    22   years  after  the  firil: 
fcttlement  of  the  Mafiachufetts,  when 
if  fuch  an  expence  had  ever  been  in- 
curred, fome  of  the   Members  mull 
have   known    and    remembered    it, 
"  That    thefe    Colonies    had    been 
planted  and  ellabliflied    without  any 
expence  to  the   State -^.^^     New- York 
is  the  only  Colony  in  the  founding 
of  which    England   can  pretend   to 
have  been  at  any  expence  ;  and  that 
was  only  the  charge  of  a  fmall  arma- 
ment to  take  it  from  the  Dutch,  who 
planted  it.   But  to  retain  this  Colony 
at  the  peace,  another  at  that  time, 
full  as  valuable,  planted  by  private 
countrymen  of  ours,  was  given  up  by 
the  Crown  to  the  Dutch  in  exchange, 
viz.   Surinam,  now  a  wealthy  fugar 
colony  in    Guiana,    and  which  but 
for  that  ceflion  might  ftill  have  re- 
mained in  our  poffellion.  Of  late,  in- 
deed, Britain,  has  l)een  at  fome  ex- 
pence   in     planting    two     Colonies, 
Georgia  %  and  Nova  Scotia,  butthofe 
are  net  in  our  confederacy  ;  and  the 
expence  ilie  has  been  at  in  their  name 


has  chiefly  been  in  grants  of  Aims  un- 
neceflarily  large,  by  way  of  falaries 
to  officers  fent  from  England,  and  in 
jobs  to  friends,  whereby  dependants 
might  be  provided  for;  thofe  excef- 
£ve  grants  not  being  requifite  to  the 
welfare  and  good  government  of  the 
Colonies ;  which  good  government 
(as  experience  in  many  inllances  of 
other  Colonies  has  taught  us)  may  be 
much  nz-ore  frugally,  and  full  as  ef- 
feilually,  provided  for  and  fup- 
ported. 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  afler- 
tion.     That  thefe    Colonies   ivere   pro- 
te8id  in  their  infant  Jlate  by  England, 
it  is  a  notorious  fadl,  that  in  none  of 
the  many  wars  with  the  Indian  na- 
tives, fuilained  by  our  infant  fettle- 
ments  for  a  century  after  our  firil  ar- 
rival, were  ever  any  troops  or  forces 
of  any  kind  fent  from  England  to  af- 
filt  us ;  nor  were  any  forts  built  at 
her  expence  to  fecure  our  fea-ports 
from  foreign  invaders ;  nor  any  Ihips 
of  war  fent  to  prote*^  our  trade  till 
many  years  after  our  firil  fettlement, 
when  our  commerce  became  an  objedl 
of  revenue,  or  of  advantage  to  Bri- 
tifh    merchants  ;    and    then    it   was 
thought  neceflary  to  have  a  frigate  in 
fome  of  our  ports,  during  peace,  to 
give  weight  to  the  authority  of  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  Officers,  who  were  to  re- 
ftrain  that  commerce  for  the  benefit 
of  England.     Our   own   arms  with 
our  poverty,  and  the  care  of  a  kind 
Providence,    were  all   this  time  our 
only  protedion  ;  while  we  were  ne- 
glefted  by  the  Englifh  Government, 
which  either  thought  us   not  worth 
its  care,  or  having  no  good-will   to 
fome  oi  us,  on  account  of  our  difie- 
rent  fentiments  in  religion  and  po- 


*  See  the  Commiffion  in  the  Appendix  to  Pownall's  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies. 
Edit.  1775. 

-j-  •'  \enens,  10  March,  1642.  Whereas  the  Plantations  in  New-England  have,  by  the 
"  bleffing  ol-  the  Almighty,  had  good  and  prolperous  fuccefs,  without  any  public  charge  to 
*'  this  SLitc,  and  are  now  likely  to  prove  very  haiipy  for  the  propajjation  of  the  Gofpel  in 
"  thofe  parts,  and  very  beneficial  and  commodious  to  this  kingdom  and  nation :  The  Com- 
"  iijons  now  aflembled  in  ParlianiCnt,  &c.  £:c.  &c." 

J  Georgia  has  lince  acceded,  July  1775. 
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litics,  was  indifFerent  what  became 
of  us.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Co- 
lonies have  not  been  wanting  to  do 
what  they  could  in  every  war  for  an- 
noying the  enemies  of  Britain.  They 
formerly  affifted  her  in  tne  conqueil 
of  Nova  Scotia.     In   the  war  before 
lafl:  they   took  Louifbourg,  and  put 
it  into  her  hands.     She  made   her 
peace  with  that  ftrong  fortrefs,  by  re- 
ftoring  it  to  France,  greatly  to  their 
detriment.      In   the  laft   war,    it  is 
true,  Britain  fent  a  iieet  and  an  army, 
who  afted   with   an   equal    army   of 
our's   in    the   redudlion  of  Canada, 
and  perhaps  thereby  did  more  for  us 
than  we  in  the  preceding  wars  had 
done  for  her.   Let  it  be  remembered, 
however,  that  Ihe  rejefted  the  plan 
we  formed  in  the  Congrefs  at  Al- 
bany, in  1754,  for  our  own  defence, 
by  an    union   of  the   Colonies ;   an 
union  fhe  was  jealous  of,  and  there- 
fore chofe  to   fend  her  own  forces ; 
othervvife  her  aid,  to  protedt  us,  was 
not  wanted.     And  from  our  firfl;  fet- 
tlement   to   that   time,  her  military 
operations  in  our  favour  were  fmall, 
compared   with    the   advantages    fhe 
drew   from  her  excluiive   commerce 
with  us.  We  are,  however,  willing  to 
give  full  weight  to  this  obligation ; 
and  as  we  are  daily  growing  ftronger, 
and  our  aiTiftance  to  her  becomes  of 
m  re   importance,    we    fhould   with 
phafure   embrace    the  hrih  opportu- 
n  ty  of  fhewing  our  gratitude  by  re- 
tjrning   the  favour  in    kind.       But 
when  Britain  values  herfelf  as  ailbrd- 
ing  us  protetftion,  we  defire  it  may 
be  confidered  that  we  have  followed 
her  in  all  her  wars,  and  joined  with 
her  at  our  own  expence  againft  all  Ihe 
thought  fit  to  quarrel  with.    This  fhe 
has  required  of  us ;  and  would  never 
permit    us   to  keep  peace   with  any 
power     Ihe    declared     her     enemy ; 
though  by  feparate  treaties  we  might 


well  have  done  it.  Under  fuch  clr- 
cumftances,  when  at  her  inflance  we 
made  nations  our  enemies,  whom  we 
might  otherwife  have  retained  our 
friends,  we  fubmit  it  to  the  common 
fenfe  of  mankind,  whether  her  pro- 
tection of  us  in  thefe  wars  was  not  our 
Ju^  due,  and  to  be  claimed  of  rightt 
inftead  of  being  received  as  z  favour  ? 
And  whether,  when  all  the  parts  of 
an  empire  exert  themfelves  to  the  ut- 
moft  in  their  common  defence,  and 
in  annoying  the  common  enemy,  it 
is  not  as  well  tile  partj  that  proteft 
the  'whole,  as  the  rwhole  that  protefts 
tht  parts.  The  prote£Uon  then  has 
been  proportionably  mutual.  And 
whenever  the  time  Ihall  come,  that 
our  abilities  may  as  far  exceed  hers, 
as  hers  have  exceeded  ours,  we  hope 
we  Ihall  be  reafonable  enough  to  reft 
fatisfied  with  her  proportionable  ex- 
ertions, and  not  think  we  do  too 
much  for  a  part  of  the  empire,  when 
that  part  does  as  much  as  it  can  for 
the  whole. 

The  charge  againft  us,  that  ive  re- 
fufe  to  contribute  to  our  own  proteJiiotif 
appears  from  the  above  to  be  ground- 
lefs ;  but  we  farther  declare  it  to  be 
abfolutely  falfe  ;  for  it  is  well  known 
that  we  ever  held  it  as  our  duty  to 
grant  aids  to  the  Crown  upon  requi- 
fition,  towards  carrying  on  its  wars  ; 
which  duty  we  have  chearfully  com- 
plied with  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abi- 
lities, infomuch  that  frequent  and 
grateful  acknowlodgments  thereof  by 
King  and  Parliament  appear  on  their 
records*.  But  as  Britain  has  enjoy- 
ed a  moft  gainful  monoply  of  our 
commerce,  the  fame  with  our  main- 
taining the  dignity  of  the  King's  re- 
prefentative  in  each  colony,  and  all 
our  own  feparate  eftablifhments  of 
government,  civil  and  military,  has 
ever  hitherto  been  deemed  an  equi- 
valent for  fuch  aids  as  might  other- 


*  Sf-ppofci  to  allude  to  certain  pafugfs  In  the  Journals  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  on  the 
4th  of  April  174S,  i8th  J:?naary  1756,  3d  Fchru:<ry  1756,  iGthand  19th  of  May  1757,  lil 
of  June-  I7S^»  25th  and  30th  of  April  1759,26th  and  ^ift  of  March  and  2  Sth  of  April  1760, 
5th  and  2oih  January  1761,  zzd  aad  26th  January  1762,  and  14th  and  17th  xMarch  1^6^. 
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wife  be  expe^^ed  from  us  in  time  of 
pesce.  And  we  hereby  declare,  that 
on  a  reconciliation  with  Britain,  we 
Ihall  not  only  continue  to  grant  aids 
in  time  of  war  as  aforefaid,  but, 
whenever  fhe  fliall  think  fit  to  abo- 
lifh  her  monopoly,  and  give  us  the 
fame  privileges  of  trade  as  Scotland 
received  at  the  Union,  and  allow  us 
a  free  commerce  with  all  the  rell  of 
the  world,  we  (hall  vv'illingly  agree 
(and  we  doubt  not  it  will  be  ratified 
by  our  conftituents)  to  give  and  pay 
into  the  Sinking  Fund  [ioo,oool.] 
fterling  per  annum  for  the  term  of 
one  hundred  years ;  which  duly, 
faithfullv,  and  inviolably  applied  to 
that  purpofe,  is  demonftrably  more 
than  fufficient  to  extinguifh  all  her 
prefent  national  debt,  fmce  it  will 
in  that  time  amount,  at  legal  Britifh 
intereft,  to  more  than  230,000,0001. 

But  if  Britain  does  not  think  fit  to 
accept  this  propofition,  we,  in  order 
to  remove  her  groundlefs  jealoufies, 
that  ive  aim  at  independence,  and  an 
rhoJiticn  of  the  Na'uigation  ASl,  (which 
hath  in  truth  never  been  our  inten- 
tion) and  to  avoid  all  future  difputes 
about  the  right  of  making  that  and 
other  afts  for  regulating  our  com- 
merce, do  hereby  declare  ourfelves 
ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  a  co- 
venant with  Britain,  that  fhe  Ihall 
fully  poffefs,  enjoy,  and  exercife  that 
right  for  an  hundred  years  to  come, 
the  fame  being  bona  fide  ufed  for  the 
common  benefit ;  and  in  cafe  of  fuch 
agreement,  that  every  aflembly  be 
advifed  by  us  to  confirm  it  fclcmnly 
by  laws  of  their  ov^n,  which  once 
made  cannot  be  repealed  without  the 
aflent  of  the  Crown. 

The  laft  charge,  that  ive  are  dif- 
honefl  traders,  and  aim  at  defrauding 
6ur  creditors  in  Britain,  is  fufficienlly 
and  authentically  refuted  by  the  fo- 
lemn  declarations  of  the  Britilh  mer- 
chants to  Parliament,  (both  at  the 
time  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  and  in  the 
laft  feffion)  who  bore  ample  teftimony 
to   the  general  good  faith  and  fair 
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dealing  of  the  Americans,  and  de- 
clared their  confidence  in  our  in- 
tegiity  ;  for  which  we  refer  to  their 
petitions  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
of  Conimous.  And  we  prefume  we 
may  fafely  call  on  the  body  of  the 
BritiOi  tradefmcn,  who  have  had  ex- 
perience of  both,  to  fay,  whether 
they  have  not  received  much  more 
punftual  payment  from  us  than  they 
generally  have  from  the  Members  of 
their  own  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
On  the  whole  of  the  above  it  ap- 
pears, that  tli£  charge  of  ingmiitude 
towards  the  Mother  Country,  brought 
with  fo  much  confidence  againft  the 
Colonies,  is  totally  without  founda- 
tion ;  and  that  there  is  much  more 
reafon  for  retorting  that  charge  oa 
15ritain,  who  not  only  never  contri- 
butes any  aid,  nor  affords  by  an  ex- 
clufive  commerce  any  advantages  to 
Saxony,  her  Mother  Country  ;  but 
no  longer  fince  than  in  the  laft  war, 
without  the  leaft  provocation,  fub- 
fidized  the  King  of  Pruflia  while  he 
ravaged  that  Mother  Country^  and 
carried  fire  and  fword  into  its  capital, 
the  fine  city  of  Drefden.  An  ex- 
ample we  hope  no  provocation  will 
induce  us  to  imitate. 


BrijUl  {England)  July  2.  Laft 
Thurfday  a  vefTel  arrived  at  Cork 
from  Quebec  in  nineteen  days.  She 
brings  an  account  of  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  arrival  in  the  Apollo  frigate ; 
that  he  had  taken  the  command,  and 
was  gone  to  Trois  Rivieres  ;  that 
General  Carleton  would  return  to 
Quebec— that  the  fnow  was  not  off" 
the  ground  the  4th  of  June,  and 
that  the  troops  were  beginning  to 
move. 

London,  July  3.  The  Sally,  Hen- 
derfon,  a  tranfport,  is  arrived  at  Do- 
ver from  Quebec ;  Ihe  left  that  place 
the  4th  of  June,  and  brings  an  ac- 
count that  General  Burgoyne  arrived 
at  Quebec  on  the  6th  of  May,  and 
that  twenty-eight  fail  of  different 
forts  of  tranfports  were  alfo  arrived. 

D  d  By 
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By  a  private  letter  from  an  officer 
in  Sir  Guy  Carletcn's  army,  dated 
May  16,  we  have  the  following 
abridged  detail  of  general  fafts  dur- 
ing the  winter  encampments : 

"  The  winter  fet  in  fo  foon  after 
our  taking  poflefiion  of  Crown  Point, 
that  for  want  of  timber,  &c.  we 
could  not  make  it  tenable,  the  eva- 
cuation of  it  therefore  clofed  the  cam- 
paign. 

*'  Winter  quarters  was  our  next 
objed,  and  by  the  happy  difpofal  of 
the  troops,  fpent  fix  months  of  a  win- 
ter lefs  fevere  than  we  fometimes 
meet  in  England.  Amiifcments  took 
the  lead  of  buhnefs,  and  the  clangor 
of  war  gave  place  to  balls,  afiemblies, 
&c.  The  inhabitants  readily  ac- 
cepted the  foldiers  as  lodgers,  and 
feemed  happy  to  give  every  afli fiance 
to  thofe  who  came  fo  I'ur  to  protefb 
them.  The  following  has  been  the 
<lifpofition  of  the  troops  : 

**  The  20th  regiment  quartered 
on  the  Me  aux  Noix,  with  artillery, 
&c.  compofed  the  advanced  poll. 
The  21ft  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Hamilton, 
occupied  St.  John's ;  and  here  all 
our  vefiels  and  batteaux  were  ar- 
ranged, when  fortunately  not  the 
.  ,'  lealt  accident  happened  to  them. 
At  Chamblee  Fort,  the  53d  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Powel,  and  the  Sorrell  river,  to 
the  village,  commanded  by  the  31ft 
regiment. 

"  Longueil,  La  Prairie,  and  all 
down  to  Sorrell,  on  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  fide,  occupied  by  the 
grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  24.th 
regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Frafer.  Montreal 
has  in  the  garrifon  the  artillery  and 
29th  regiment,  and  there  Major  Ge- 
neral Philips  took  up  his  quarters. 
Tfie  liland  of  Montreal  is  occupied 
by  the  9th  and  47th,  Colonel  Ma- 
clean and  Sir  John  Johnfton's  corps. 
From  Repentigny  (the  end  of  the 
xfland)   to   Cape    Sante,    about    13 
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leagues  from  Quebec,  on  the  North  ; 
and  from  Sorrell  Down,  on  the  South 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  occupied 
by  the  Germans.  Trois  Rivieres  is 
then-  head  quarters,  and  commanded 
by  Major  General  Riedefel. 

"  General  Carleton  remained  at 
Quebec,  with  his  family  j  the  34th 
regiment  were  in  garrifon;  and  the 
62d  regiment  at  Point  Levi,  almoll 
oppofite  the  town. 

"  Thus  has  our  army  been  diftri- 
buted  in  their  winter  quarters.  We 
are  now  preparing  to  advance,  as 
foon  as  the  weather  will  permit;  it 
will  be  three  weeks  at  leail,  though 
we  fhall  be  in  motion  in  a  few  days. 

"  It  is  imagined  the  rebels  will 
not  meet  us  on  the  Lakes,  having  no 
force  competent  to  our's ;  their  de- 
fence will  be  at  Ticonderoga,  which 
they  have  fortified  greatly,  having 
made  a  bridge  to  communicate  with 
their  works,  and  fixed  a  boom  to 
prevent  our  veiTels  getting  up.  They 
have  now  2000  men  there,  and  by 
the  firft  of  next  month  are  to  have 
20,000. 

LondoTiy  Auguji  5.  Sunday  arrived 
at  Dover  the  Harmony,  Capt.  Stan- 
cliff,  the  Devonfliire,  Penlington, 
and  the  Ann,  Ruffel,  from  Quebec. 
They  left  Quebec  on  the  fifth  of 
July.  In  them  came  paflengers.  Ma- 
jor Gordon,  chief  engineer  to  the  ar- 
my in  Canada,  and  Colonel  ChrilHe, 
intended  to  have  been  Quarter-in  after 
to  the  army.  On  the  22d  of  June 
part  of  the  army  were  on  Bouqet  Ri- 
ver, on  the  welt  fide  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  about  50  miles  north  of  Crown 
Point.  The  army  was  under  the 
command  of  General  Burgoyne.  Ge- 
neral Carleton  was  at  Quebec,  wait- 
ing for  leave,  (which  he  had  wrote 
for  upon  the  arrival  of  General  Bur- 
goyne) to  return  to  England. 

A  letter  from  an  officer  in  the  ar- 
my, dated  June  25,  which  fays,  the 
advanced  guard  were  at  Putnam's 
Creek,  about  twelve  miles  from  Ti- 
conderoga.    Tliis  letter  furtlierfiys, 

that 
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that  tbey  fhall  invert  that  place  by  the 
firllor  fecond  of  July,  that  the  gar- 
rifon  confifts  of  4500  men,  and  that 
General  Burgoyne  has  lent  all  the 
Indians  (in  number  about  500)  to 
intercept  a  convoy  of  provifions  for 
the  garrifon.  On  the  27th  of  June, 
General  Carleton  arrived  at  Quebec 
from  Montreal,  anxioufly  expecting 
the  leave  he  wrote  for,  to  return  to 
England. 

Another  letter  from  an  officer, 
dated  June  22,  fays.  General  Bur- 
goyne having  orders  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  to  crofs  the  Lakes, 
to  leave  a  fufficient  number  of  men 
for  the  protedlion  of  the  province, 
and  make  a  detachment  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  St.  Leger, 
of  the  34th  regiment,  obliges  Gene- 
ral Carleton  to  leave  the  army,  and 
return  to  his  government,  with  the 
29th,  qift,  and  34th  regiments,  650 
of  the  Brunfwickers,  Col.  Maclean's 
corps,  and  a  detachment  of  50  men 
from  each  of  the  Britiih  regiments 
for  its  fafety.  General  Burgoyne 
proceeds  to  the  Lakes  with  the  gre- 
nadiers, light  infantry,  feven  Britiih 
regiments,  the  artillery,  the  Ger- 
mans, and  the  Savages. 

Our  army  are  partly  advanced  on 
Lake  Champlain,  the  others  coming 
up.    Sec.    while  our  vefiels    are   ad- 
vanced on  the  Lake,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Lutwidge,  of  the 
Tnlon  frigate,  who  acts  as  Commo- 
dore.     Our    naval   itren^th   is  verv 
great.     All    the  velTels,    as  well   of 
the  rebels  as  our  own,  are  enlarged 
and  rtrongly  equipped,  befides  a  new 
20  gun  fhip  built  this  fpring.     We 
iT12.ll  have  but  little  ufe  for  them,  nor 
lliall  we  meet  with  any  obftrudion  till 
we  get  to  Ticonderoga.     Gen.  Bur- 
goyne fays,  in  a  few  days  he  iliall  be 
.igainil  Ticonderoga :  he  and  all  the 
Generals  are  at  St.  John's ;  he  goes 
on  board  the  Maria,  I  believe,  to- 
morrow.    Col.    St.  Leger  is  to   fet 
off  in  a  few  days,  by  way  of  Ofwego 
and  the  Mohawk  river,  with  orders 


to  land  upon  the  German  flats.  He 
is  to  have  feme  chafleurs,  120  of  the 
3  .th  regiment,  loo  of  the  8th,  fome 
Canadians,  Sir  John  Johnfon's  corps, 
and  a  party  of  Indians.  The  Cana- 
dians are  fulky. 

General  Wafhington,  In  a  letter 
to  Congrefs,  dated  in  May,  1777, 
acquaints  them,  he  had  received  in- 
formation from  Ticonderogn,  of  3000 
of  the  Northern  troops  being  arrived 
in  good  health  and  fpirits,  at  that 
garrifon,  the  beginning  of  May ; 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  rein- 
forcements ( I  2,000  men)  delHned  for 
that  garrifon,  were  on  their  march 
from  the  Maflachufets  Bay,  S:c.  and. 
expeded  there,  the  latter  end  of  May 
at  fartheft.  This  Northern  army  is 
to  be  commanded  by  General  Gates, 
General  Coudrey,  and  feveral  French 
Generals.  It  would  be  at  leaft 
17,000  ftrong,  and  be  well  pro- 
vided with  engineers,  artillery,  mor- 
tars, &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  John  Burgoyne,  Ej^.  l^c  l^c. 
Ca>np  at  Putnam  Creek^ 
Junezg,  1777. 

"  The  forces  entrufted  to  mycom- 
itiand  are  defigned  to  aft  in  concert, 
and  upon  a  common  principle  with 
the  numerous  armies  and  fleets  which 
already  difplay,  in  every  quarter  of 
America,  the  power,  the  julUce,  and, 
when  properly  fought,  the  mercy  of 
the  King. 

•'  The  caufe  in  which  the  Britiih 
arms  are  thus  exerted,  applies  to  the 
moil  aftefting  interells  of  the  human 
heart ;  and  the  military  fervants  of 
the  Crown,  at  firll  called  forth  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  reftoring  the  rights 
of  the  conlHtution,  now  combine 
with  love  of  their  country,  and  duty 
to  their  Sovereign,  the  other  exten- 
five  incitements  which  fpring  from  a 
due  fenfe  of  the  general  privileges  of 
mankind. 

"  To  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  tem- 

D,d  2  perate 
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perate  psrt  of  the  public,  and  to  the     ing  the  blefTmgs  cf  legal  government, 


breads  'of  fufieriiig  thoufands  in  the 
provincco,  be  the  melancholy  appeal, 
whether  the  prefent  unnatural  rebel- 
lion has  not  been  made  a  foundation 


I  OiTer  encouragement  and  employ- 
ment ;  and,  upon  the  firft  intelli- 
gence of  their  afibciations,  I  will 
find  means  to  affift  their  undertak- 
ings. 

"  The  domeftic,  the  induftrious, 
the  infirm,  and  even  the  timid  inha- 
bitants, I  am  defirous  to  protedl,  pro- 
Arbitrary  imprifonment,  confifcation  vided  they  remain  quietly  at  their 
of  property,  perfecution  and  torture,  houfes ;  that  they  do  not  fuffer  their 
Unprecedented  in  the  inquifitions  of  cattle  to  be  removed,  nor  their  corn 
the  RomiHi  Church,   are  among  the     or  forage  to  be  fecreted  or  deftroyed ; 


for  the  compleateft  fyllcm  of  tyranny, 
that  ever  God  in  his  difpleafure  fuf- 
fered  for  a  time  to  be  exercifed  over 
a  froward  and  Itubbcrn  generation. 


palpable  enormities  which  verify  the 
affirmative.  Thefe  are  inflided  by 
aflemblies  and  committees,  who  dare 
to   prcfefs  themfelves  friends  to  li- 


that   they    do   not   break    up   their 
bridges  or  roads,  nor   by  any  other 
ads,  diredly  or  indiredlly,  endeavour 
operations   of  the 


to    obllruft    the 


berty,  upon  the  mofi:  quiet  fubjeds.     King's  troops,  or  fupply  or  affiilthofc 

of  the  enemy. 

"  Every  fpecies  of proviiion  brought 
to  my  camp  will  be  paid  for  at  an 
equitable  rate,  and  in  foiid  coin.  In 
confcioufnefs  of.  Chrillianity,  my 
Royal  Mailer's  clemency,  and  the 
honour  of  foidierlhip,  I  have  dwelt 
upon  this  invitation,  and  wifhed  for 
more  perfuafive  terms  to  give  it  im- 
preiTion ;  and  let  not  people  be  led 
to  difregard  it  by  confidering  their 
dillance  from  the  immediate  fiiuaticn 

are  compelled  not  only  to  bear  arms,     of  my   camp.     I  have  but  to  give 


without  diftinftion  of  age  or  fex,  for 
the  ib!e  crime,  often  for  the  iole  fuf- 
picion,  of  having  adhered  in  pr  n- 
ciple  to  the  government  under  which 
they  were  born,  and  to  which,  by 
every  t'e  divirie  and  human,  they 
owe  allegiance.  To  confummale 
theie  fliocking  proceedings. 


the 


fanation  of  religion  is  added  to  the 
nioft  profligate  proftitution  of  cora- 
mon  reafon  ;  the  confciences  of  men 
■are  fet   at   nought,    and    multitudes 


but   alfo   to  fwear  fubjeaion  to  an 
ufuipation  they  abhor. 

'•'  Animated  by  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  at  the  head  of  troops  in  the 
full  powers  of  health,  difcipline,  and 
valour,  determined  to  ftrike  where 
necefl'ary,  and  anxious  to  fpare  where 
poffible,  I,  by  thefe  prefents,  invite 


ftretch  to  the  Indian  forces  under  my 
direction,  and  they  amount  to  thou- 
fands, to  overtake  the  hardened  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  and  America. 
I  coniider  them  the  fam.e  wherever 
they  may  lurk. 

"  if,  notwithflanding  thefe  endea- 
vours, and  fincere  inclination  to  ef-  , 


and  exhort  all  perfons,  in  all  places  fed  them,  the  phrenzy  of  hollility 
where  the  progrefs  vi  this  army  may  fhould  remain,  I  truft  I  fliall  Hand 
point,  and,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
I  will  extend  it  far,  to  maintain  fuch  man,  in  denouncing  and  execuiing 
a  condud  as  may  juftify  me  in  pro-  the  vengeance  of  the  ftate  againft  the 
teding  their  lands,  habitations,  and     wilful  outcalls. 

'  "  The  meifengers  of  juftice  and  of 
wrath  wait  them  in  the  field ;  and 
devaftation,  famine,  and  every  con- 
comitant horror  that  arelu6tant,  but 


ad- 


families  ;  the    intention   of  tins 
drefs  is   to  hold  forth  fecurity,  not 
depredation,  to  the  country. 

"  To  thofe  whom  fpirit  and  prin- 
ciple may  induce  to  partake  the  glo-    indifpeniible  profecution  of  military 
rious  talk  of  redeeming  their  country-     duty  mull  occafion,  will  bar  the  way 
men  from  dungeons  J  and  re-eftablifii-    to  their  return." 

From 


( 

From  the  Quebec  Gazette. 

Bxtrndi  of  a  Utter  from  Nen.u-Tork. 

"  The  defign  of  the  Indians  join- 
ing the  rebels  has  greatly  alarmed  us. 
The  O:uo  -ind  WeAern  Indians,  it 
is  now  no  longer  a  doubt,  have  fent 
belts  of  friend"lhip  to  the  Congrefs, 
as  liiive  the  Five  Nations,  the  Shaw- 
an.Me,  and  Deiawares." 
Exuad  (,f  a  ie:t>r  from  Shipperjlurgh, 

i;  Penniyl'vaiiia,   to   a  Gemleman  in 

Bait: more,   in  Maryland,   May  15. 

"  I  received  a  letter  iaft  night  from 
Mr.  Jonas  Bingham,  at  the  Lower 
Shawanefe  town,  advifing  me  that 
the  trade  in  the  woods  feems  to  be  at 
an  end.  A  body  of  Indians,  of  the 
Mingoe  tribe,  are  certainly  in  arms, 
and  on  their  march  for  Philadelphia. 
I  am  forry  to  obferve  the  favages  feem 
determined  to  facriiice  themfelves  to 
the  will  of  the  Congrefs." 


From  the   Virginia    Gazette. 

^oMejJrs.  Dixon  ^i«^  Hun  r  ek. 

Chatham  (N-  Jerjey)  Feb.  i^,    IJJJ. 

"  Gentlemen, 

*'  General  Stephen's  brigade  has 
engaged  the  enemy's  ftrong  foraging 
parties  three  feveral  "times  lately, 
and,  with  fuilaining  but  little  lof;, 
did  them  very  confiderable  damage. 
On  the  firft  inil.  they  treated  fome  of 
our  wounded,  who  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  fall  into  their  hands,  with 
the  moll  favage  barbarity  :  in  con- 
fequence  of  that,  the  General  wrote 
a  letter  to  Sir  William  Erfkine,  a 
copy  of  which,  and  Sir  William's 
anfwer,  have  done  myfelf  the  plea- 
fure  to  enclofe  you.  We  loll  that 
day  two  gallant  officers.  Adjutant 
Kelly,  of  the  :th  Virginia  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant  Gregory  of  the  6th. 
Our  hickory  hearts,  as  ufual,  be- 
haved like  heroes  ;  ninety  of  them, 
under  the  command  of  the  brave  Co- 
lonel Scott,  beat,  at  fair  cutting,  230 
of  their  bell  troops. 

I  am,  very  refoeiSlfully, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 
Robert  Forsyth, 
p.  Major  to  Gen.  Stephen." 


'I3      ) 

Copy  of  a  letter  fent  to  Sir  Wi  l  li  a  m 
LusKiNE,  complaining  of  the 
cruel tv  of  the  Britilh  troops. 

"  Sir, 
"It  is  told  us,  that  Sir  William 
Erfkine  commanded  the  Britilh  troops 
covering  the  foraging  party  at 
Drake's  Farm,  on  Saturday  the  ift 
inilant. 

"  Is  it  poffible  that  a  gentleman, 
an  ofiicer  fo  eminently  diltinguillied 
for  his  bravery  and  experience  ! 
fhould  allow  the  troops  under  his 
command  to  murder  the  wounded 
after  the  manner  of  favages !  until 
tills  time,  it  was  univerfally  allowed, 
that  humanity  was  a  certain  conco- 
mitant of  valour.  It  now  appears, 
that  Britains,  unhappily  diverted  of 
many  excellent  qualities  peculiar  to 
their  anccllors,  are  become  llrangers 
to  humanity,  and  deaf  to  the  entrea- 
ties of  the  brave,  after  the  misfortune 
of  having  fallen  into  their  power. 
Mr.  Kelly,  a  brave  officer  in  my  bri- 
gade, and  five  other  Virginians, 
ilightly  wounded  in  the  mufcular 
parts,  were  murdered,  and  their  bo- 
dies mangled,  and  their  brains  beat 
out,  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic 
Majelly,  on  Saturday  the  firft  inftant. 
"  The  cruelties  exei-cifed  on  the 
worthy  General  Mercer,  near  to 
Princetown,  on  the  3d  of  January, 
were  equally  barbarous.  It  gives 
pain  to  a  generous  m;nd.  Sir  Wil- 
liam, to  fee  you  tarnilh  the  laurels 
fo  honourably  obtained  laft  war,  by 
permitting  fuch  favage  barbarity  in 
the  troops  under  your  command. 
Such  condaft.  Sir,  will  infpii-e  the 
Americans  with  a  hatred  to  Britons, 
fo  inveterate  and  infurmountable, 
that  they  never  will  form  an  alliance, 
or  the  leaft  connexion  with  them. 

"  I  can  afTiire  you.  Sir,  that  the 
favages  after  General  Braddock's  de- 
feat, notwithllanaing  the  great  in- 
fluence of  the  French  over  them, 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  butcher 
the  wounded  in  the  manner  your 
troops  have  done,  until  they  were 
firfc  made  druuk.     I  do  not  know. 

Sir 
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Sir  William,  that  your  troops  gave 
you  that  troublt.  So  far  does  Bri- 
tiili  crnelty,  now  a  days,  fiirpafs  that 
of  the  favages. 

"  In  fpite  of  all  the  Britifh  agents 
fent  amongft  the  diirerent  nations, 
we  have  beat  the  Indians  into  good 
humour,  and  they  offer  their  fervice. 
It  is  their  cuftom,  in  war,  to  fcaip, 
tuke  out  the  hearts,  and  mangle  the 
bodies  of  their  enemies.  This  is 
fliocking  to  the  humanity  natural  to 
the  v/hite  inhabitants  of  America. 
However,  if  the  Britifh  ofiicers  do 
not  rcftrain  their  foldiers  from  glut- 
ting their  cruelties  with  the  wanton 
deilruftion  of  the  wounded,  the 
United  States,  contrary  to  their  na- 
tural difpofition,  will  be  compelled 
to  employ  a  body  of  ferocious  fa- 
vages, who  can,  with  an  unrelenting 
heart,  eat  the  flefh,  and  drink  the 
blood  of  their  enemies.  I  well  re- 
jnember,  that  in  the  year  1763, 
Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  Royal 
Americans,  and  eiirht  more  of  the 
the  Britilli  foldiers,  were  roafted 
alive,  and  eaten  up  by  the  fierce  fa- 
vages that  now  offer  their  fervices. 

*'  The  Americans  have  hitherto 
treated  the  wounded  and  prifoners  of 
the  Britifli  troops  with  that  civility 
and  lendernefs  natural  to  a  brave  and 
generous  people  ;  but  fnould  the  in- 
human cruelty  of  your  m.en  compel 
the  American  army  to  retalisre,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  the  Britifh 
officers  fb.nd  anfwerable  to  the  world, 
and  to  }  oiler! ty,  for  the  many  dread- 
ful confequences. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  due  refpeft. 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Adam  Stf.phfn, 
B.  G.  United  States." 


The    A  N  S  V/  E  R. 

BrunJ'wick,  Feb.  10,    1777. 


"  I  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
inflant,  and  am  extremely  obliged  to 
you  for  the  good  opinion  you  feem  to 
have  had  of  my  pail  character,  but  as 
much  hurt  at  the  unmerited  charge 
you  lay  agalnfl:  me  at  prefent. 

"  It  is  unnecefl'ary  for  me  to  an- 
fwer  minutely  every  paragraph  of 
your  letter,  which  is  wrote  in  a  ftyle 
and  language  I  have  not  been  accuf- 
tomed  to.  I  only  beg  leave  to  in- 
form ycu,  that  I  never  countenanced 
an  aft  of  barbarity  in  my  life  time, 
nor  can  I  think  any  gentleman  in  the 
Britifli  fervice  equal  to  it.  We,  on 
the  contrary,  wiih  to  treat  prifoneri 
with  lenity,  and  to  take  all  poflible 
care  of  the  wounded  that  fall  into 
our  hands,  as  humanity  will  always 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  everv 
officer  in  the  army. 

"  However,  1  may  m.ention,  that 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  our 
foldiers  are  a  little  exafperated,  con- 
fidering  the  many  cruelties  that  have 
been  of  late  committed  on  them  and 
their  *  officers,  e'ven  unatmea,  paffing 
fingle  from  quarter  to  quarter. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  refpeft, 

Ycur  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

William  Erskink, 
Brigadier  and  Q^  M.  G. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  LordT  Corn- 
wall is  to  General  Washing- 
ton, dated  Brunfwick,  April  3, 
1777. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  inciofe   you    a   letter   which 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Walcott  delivered 

yeiferday  to  Lieutenant    Col.  Harri- 

fon,    and     which    Lieutenant    Col. 


*  Several  ofnrers  in  the  renr  of  an  efcort  were  furpvizcd  by  a  party  of  the  militia, 
and  fuirenfler  d  to  them,  but  foon  after  clapped  Ipurs  to  their  horfes  and  fled  j 
upon  which  the  miliiia  fired  immediately,  and  killed  three  of  ihcm,  amongft  whom 
was  Major  Fhiii^  s,— This  is  the  cruelty  alluded  to  in  Sir  William's  letter. 


Harrifon, 
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Harrifon  did  not  then  think  proper 
to  receive. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  due  refpeft. 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  lervant, 

Cor  KVVALLIS." 

Genera!  Tf'ajhington,  ^c.  l^c.  t^c. 


t  f^ 


O     P     Y.) 

Demand,  &c.  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Walcott,  April  2,  1777>  of 
Return  of  Prifoners. 
"  Whereas  General  Wafhington 
did,  in  his  letter  to  General  Howe, 
bearing  date  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1776,  declare  that  he  v/as  autho- 
rlfed  to  propofe,  and  he  did  in  faid 
letter  accordinglv  propofe,  a  general 
exchange  of  all  prifoners  of  war,  in 
the  manner  and  upon  the  terms  fol- 
lowing, viz.  "  officers  for  officers  of 
equal  rank,  foldier  for  foldier,  and 
citizen  for  citizen."  To  which  pro- 
pofal  his  Excellency  General  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  did,  in  his  anAver  of  the 
iirll  of  Auguft  following,  accede  and 
agree.  And  whereas,  in  purfuance 
of  this  agreement.  General  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  relying  upon  the  ho- 
nour and  good  faith  of  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington, for  the  due  and  punctual 
performance  thereof  on  his  part, 
hath,  at  feveral  tim.es,  fent  and  de- 
livered over  to  Gqvx.  Waihin<;ton,  as 
will  fully  appear  from  the  lills  with 
them  tranfmltted,  a  number  of  of- 
ficers on  their  parole,  and  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  two  hundred  pri- 
vates, of  the  enemy  his  prifoners  ; 
and  who,  as  well  officers  as  privates, 
are  ftill  to  be  confideredas  fuch  until 
they  fhall  be  regularly  exchanged, 
officers  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  and 
the  privates  by  a  like  number  of  thofe 
now  in  the  pofieffion  cf  General 
Wafhington  *  fome  of  whom,  having 
been  taken  before,  or  about  the  time 
of  concluding  the  agreem.ent,  have, 
in  direft  violation  thereof,  been  de- 
tained as  prifoners  for  full  eight 
months,  and  others,  taken  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  December  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  January  laft,  have  been 


in  the  like  condition  of  prifoners  for 
three  months ;  none,  or  very  few  of 
whom,  have  hitherto  been  fent  in, 
in  return  or  exchange  of  the  number 
of  prifoners  fent  by  Gen.  Howe  to 
Gen.  Wafhington.  I,  Lieut.  Col. 
William  Walcott,  veiled  with  full 
powers  for  this  among  other  purpofes, 
do  therefore  in  the  moll  pofitive  and 
peremptory  manner,  require  and  de- 
mand of  General  Ys''?.ihington,  the 
full  and  due  performance  of  the  agree- 
ment above  recited  ;  and  confe- 
quently  the  fpeedy  and  immediate 
releafe  of  all  prifoners  of  war,  whe- 
ther Britifh,  Heffians,  Wi-liecken, 
Provincials  or  Canadians,  as  weii 
officers  as  foldiers,  now  in  his  pofief- 
fion, or  fo  far  as  thev  fhall  go  or  mav 
go  towards  the  exchange  of  thole 
lent  and  delivered  over  to  Gen. 
V/afhin\rton.  And  whereas  there  arc 
fhill  in  the  pofieffion  of  Gen.  Sir 
William  Howe  '  a  very  confiderable 
number  of  officers,  and  a  number  of 
privates  of  the  enemy,  prifoners  ;ui- 
exchanged  ;  I  do  farther  require  and 
demand  of  Gen.  Vv'alhington,  that 
fo  foon  as  he  fhall  have  compleated 
the  exchange  of  thofe  already  deliver- 
ed over  to  him,  agreeable  to  my  re- 
quifition  and  demand  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  he  fhall  proceed  to  the  ex- 
change of  thefe  lail  mentioned  of- 
ficers and  privates,  in  conformity  to 
the  agreem.ent  of  the  30th  of  July 
and  lil  of  Auguft,  1776;  to  die 
execution  of  which  the  groundlei*s  and 
unprecedented  objeflions  offered  on 
the  part  of  Gen.  Washington,  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Harrifon,  cannot  witii 
any  degree  of  reafon,  or  confiftently 
with  common  fenfe,  be  allowed  or 
admitted  as  ,  obftacles.  T.hc  one, 
that  "  the  whole  cf  the  prifoners 
contained  in  the  CommifTary's  lifts, 
and  delivered  over  to  General  Wafh- 
ington, fhould  not  be  accounted  for, 
becaufe  many  of  them  died  on  their 
return  to  the  place  of  their  arrival." 
Poilerior  therefore  confefledly,  from 
the  objection  itfelf  as  Itatcd^  to  their 

being 
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being  delivered  over  to  Gen.  Wafl;- 
ington,  all  of  whom  therefore  mull 
be,  and  all  of  whom,  this  objcdion 
notwithllanding,  I  do  again  require 
and  demand  to  be  exchanged,  ac- 
cording to  the  exprefs  terms  of  the 
agreement,  '*  foldier  for  foldier,"  for 
every  man  delivered  to  the  perfon 
wlio  received  them  for  and  in  the 
behalf  of  Gen.  Wafhington  :  The 
other.  "  The  caie  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Lee,"  v/hofe  releafe  Gen.  Wafning- 
ton  might  with  greater  propriety  de- 
mand, whenever,  within  the  terms 
of  the  faid  agreement,  "officers  for 
officers  of  equal  rank,"  he  Ihall  have 
in  his  pofieffi-on  an  officer  of  rank 
equal  to  the  reputed  rank  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  quellion  ;  but  until  that 
appear,  the  demand  and  objeftion 
upon  this  fubjeft  are  at  Jcaft  prema- 
ture. I  do  moreover  expeft  and  de- 
mand, that  an  immediate  and  cate- 
gorical anfwer  fhall  be  given  to  thefe 
juft  and  reafonable  requifitions  and 
demands.  Given  at  the  houfe  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Beech,  in  the  townfhip  of 
Hillfborough,  the  fe:ond  day  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
feventy  and  feven. 

W.  Walcott,  Lieut.  Col. 
STo  General  Wajhington,  l^c.  i^c. 

(COP    Y.) 

General  Washington's  Anfwer  to 
the  foregoing  letter. 
Morrijioivn ,  j^pnl  g,    1777. 
"  Sir, 
♦'  I  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmit- 
ting  you  a  copy  of  a  paper  addrelTed 
to   me   by  Lieut.    Col.   Walcott  of 
your  army,  v/hich  came  inclofed  ia 
a    letter    from    Lieut.     Gen.    Lord 
Cornwallis.     It  is  with  peculiar  re- 
gret I  am  conftrained  to  obferve,  that 
this   illiberal    performance   of   Col. 
Walcott   is  obvioufiy   calculated    to 
nnfwer  a  lefs  generous  pu'rpofe  than 
tliat  of  merely  elFefting  an  exchange, 
contains  a  grofs  mifrcprefentation  of 
fafls,    and   is    a   palpable    deviation 
from  that  delicate  line,  which  1  cx- 


pefted  woitld  mark  his  condu£l  as  a. 
fhan  of  caudour  and  ingenuity. 

"  That  gentleman  has  cenfured 
two  articles  infilled  on  by  me  througli 
Lieut.  Col.  Harrifon,  at  their  meet- 
ing on  the  loth  ult,  as  groundlefs, 
unprecedented,  and  inconlillent  with 
any  degree  of  reafon  or  common 
fenfe,  though  founded,  as  I  conceive, 
in  the  cleared  principles  of  equity 
and  juftice— Not  contenting  himfejf 
with  this,  which  would  have  given 
me  no  concern,  he  has  afl'umed  the 
privilege  of  mutilating  and  miftating 
thefe  articles,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
change  their  meaning,  and  to  adopt 
them  to  the  unfair  conclufions  he 
v.'ifhed  toeftablifn. 

Having  premifed  thefe  things,  and 
being  charged  in  direct  and  pofitive 
terms  by  Col.  Walcott,  who  afted 
under  your  authority,  with  a  viola- 
tion of  the  agreement  made  between 
us  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  and 
called  upon  for  a  performance  of  the 
fame,  I  think  it  necefiary  to  explain 
the  motives  of  my  condu'fl,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  thofe  articles  or 
objeftions  fland. 

By  refpeft  to  the  firft,  1  freely  re- 
peat, that  I  do  not  hold  my felf  bound 
either  by  the  fpirit  of  the  agreement, 
or  by  the  principles  of  juftice,  to  ac- 
count for  thofe  prifoners,  who,  from 
the  rigour  and  feverity  of  their  treat- 
ment, were  in  fo  emaciated  and  lan- 
guifhing  ftate  at  the  time  they  came 
out,  as  to  render  their  death  almoft 
certain  and  inevitable,  and  which, 
in  many  inftances,  happened  v/hilcr 
they  were  returning  to  their  homes, 
and  in  many  others  after  tiifir  arrival. 
You  mull  be  fenfible  that  our  en- 
gagement, as  well  as  all  others  of  the 
kind,  though  in  letter  it  exprefies 
only  an  equality  of  rank  and  number, 
as  the  rule  of  exchange,  yet  it  necef- 
farily  implies  a  regard  to  the  general 
principles  of  mutual  compenfatiou 
and  advantage.  This  is  inherent  in 
its  nature,  is  the  voice  of  reafon,  and 
no  ftipulation,  as  to  the  condition  in 

which 
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•Ahich  pi-Ifoners  fhoulJ  be  rctarncd, 
was  reqiiifite.  Humanity  didated, 
that  their  treatment  IlibuIJ  be  luch  as 
their  health  and  comfort  demanded  ; 
and -where  her  laws  have  been  duly 
reiped^ed,  their  condition  ha"  been 
gencr.-illy  good. — Nor  is  this  the  lan- 
guage of  humanity  alone— jullice  de- 
clares the  fame.  The  objed  of  every 
cart?!,  or  fimilar  agreement,  is  the 
beneiit  of  the  prlfoncrs  themfelves,  and 

that  of  the  contending  p5wers -on 

thij  footing,  it  equally  exadls,  that 
thsy  fhould  be  well  treated,  as  that 
they  fhould  be  exchanged  :  the  reverfe 
is  therefore  an  evident  iafraftion,  and 
tiught  to  fubjeft  the  party;  on  whom 
:.t  is  chr^ro'eable,  to  all  the  dam.a^e 
iind  ill  confequcnces  refblting  from  it. 
Nor  can  it  be  expefted,  that  thofe  un- 
iitted  foJ-  future  fervice  by  ads  of  fe- 
verity,  in  direft  \iolation  of  a  corn- 
pad,  are  proper  fubjeds  for  an  ex- 
change. In  fuch  a  c^.k,  to  return 
others  not  in  the  fame  predicament, 
would  be  to  give  Vv'ithout  receiving  an 
equivalent,  and  would  aflbrd  the 
greateil  encouragement  to  cruelty  and 
inhumanitv.  The  argument  drawn 
from  the  mere  circumlbnce  of  the 
prifoners  having  been  received,  is  of 
no  validity.  Though  ffctii  their 
wretched  fituation,  they  could  not  at 
that  time  be  deemed  proper  for  an 
exchange,  our  humanity  required  that 
they  fhould  be  permitted  to  return 
amongft  us.  It  may  perhapo  be  fairly 
doubted,  whether  an  apprchenfion  of 
their  death,  or  that  of  a  great  part 
of  them,  did  not  contribute  Ibmewhat 
to  their  being  fent  out  when  they 
were.  Such  an  event,  whilil  they  re- 
mained with  you,  wculd  have  been 
truly  interefling,  btcSiufe  ip  wc'Uld 
have  dejlroyed  eveiy  fnadow  of  claim 
for  the  returrt  of  the  prlfcners  in  your 
hands,  and  therefore  policy,  conc\ir- 
ring  with  humaiuty,  didsted  that  the 
meafure  fhould  be  adopted.  Happy 
had  it  been,  if  the  expedient  had 
been  thought  cf  before  thefe  ill- fated 
mer.  were  reduced  to  fuch  extrcmi^v. 


It  is  confefled,  however,  ell  all  fides, 
that  after  their  delivery  they  ftill  con- 
tinued your  prifoners,  and  would  be 
fo,  till  regL^larly  exchanged.  I  ac- 
knowledge that  I  fhould  be,  and  I 
have  been,  always  willing,  notwith- 
fbinding  this  confefTion,  to  account  for 
every  man  who  was  in  a  proper  con- 
dition, and  fit  to  be  exchanged  at  the 
time  they  came  out,  fo  far  as  the  pro- 
portion of  prifoners  with  us  would  ex- 
tend. With  what  propriety,  or  iipon 
what  foinidation  of  jultice,  can  more 
be  demanded .'  This  has  been  pro- 
pofed,  of  what  is  the  fame^  was  mofl 
clearly  implied  in  the  f.rli  article,  or 
objedion,  made  by  Lieut.  Col.  Har- 
rifoTr,  and  illiberally  rejeded  fmce, 
incbnfiflent  with  any  degree  of  reafon 
or  common  fenfe.  Prinful  as  it  is,  I 
am  compelled  to  corifider  it  as  a  fa£l 
rot  to  be  qilclHoned,  that  the  ufage 
of  our  prifoners  whilil  in  your  pofief- 
fion,  the  privates  at  Icjilt,  was  luch  as 
cdnld  not  be  juftified.  This  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  concurrent  teflimony 
of  all  who  came  out,  their  appearance 
fanilified  the  afTertiorij— and  melan- 
choly experience,  in  the  fpeedy  death 
of  H  large  part  of  them,  ilamped  it 
with  infallible  certainty. 

In  refped  to  the  fecond  article  in- 
fifted  on, — your  difcriminating  Major 
Gen.  Lee  from  other  captive  officers 
belonging  to  the  American  army,  de- 
manded my  particular  attention.  I 
was  authorifed  to  conclude  from  your 
laying  him  under  particular  rellraints, 
and  from  your  letter  of  the  23d  of 
January  lail,  that  you  conf.dcred  him 
in  a  fmgular  point  of  view,  and  meant 
to  exclude  him  from  the  common 
riglit  of  exchange,  iHpu'ated  for  all 
officers  in  general  terms.  This  di- 
fHndion,  the  more  injurious  and  un- 
warrantable as  you  never  excepted 
him,  though  you  knev/  him  to  be  aa 
oiTicer  in  our  army  at  the  time,  and 
long  before,  the  agreement  was  en- 
tered into,  made  it  my  duty  to  aflert 
his  right  in  an  explicit  manner,  ajid 
to  endeavour  to  put  the  matter  on  fo 

E  e  unequivocajl 
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unequivocal  a  footing  as  to  eiifure  his 
enlargement  whenever  an  oiHcer  of 
equal  rank,  belonging  to  your  army, 
ihould  be  in  our  power.  This  was 
attempted  by  the  article,  and  nothing 
more — nor  is  any  ether  inference  to 
De  drawn  from  it.     It  is  true  a  propo- 


thing  farther  could  be  done  on  my 
part.  Upon  this  ground  ftands  alio 
the  detention  or  thofe  who  have  beea 
fmce  captured. 

Added  to  thefe  confiderations — tiie 
difcrimiiiacion  let  up  in  the  inftance 
of  Gencrj.1  Lee,  is  to  be  regarded  as 


fition  was  made  fmce  his  captivity,  to  utterly  irreconciieable  to  the  tenor  of 

give  a  certain  number  of  officers  of  our  agreement,  and  an  infurmountable 

inferior  rank  in  exchange  for  him,  but  obdacle  to  a  compliance  with  your  de- 

iit  was  not  claimed  as  a  matter  ofriwht.  mands. 


"What  name  then  does  that  proceeding 
3nerit,  by  which  it  is  fuggefted  that 
the  immediate  releafe  of  Gen.  L.ce 
had  been  demanded,  without  having 
jin  officer  of  equal  rank  to  give  for 
lam  }  The  fuggeftion  cannot  be  fup- 


Thus,  Sir,  have  I  explained  the 
motives  of  my  conduft,  and,  I  truft, 
vindicated  my  fel  fin  the  eye  of  impar- 
tiality, from  the  improper  and  ground- 
lefs  charge  which  you,  and  the  gentle- 
man  ading  by  your  authority,  have 


ported  by  the  moll  tortured  expofition,     been  pleaied  to  alledge  againll:  me — 


nor  will  it  have  credit  where  candour 
is  deemed  a  virtue,  and  words  pre- 
ferve  their  form  and  meaning. 

As  to  the  charge  of  delay  in  not 
3"eturnlng  the  prii'oners  in  our  hands  — 
£the  difperfed  fituation  of  thofe  taken 
at  a  more  early  period  of  the  war, 
through  the  different  States,  arifmg 
from  the  circumftances  of  their  capti- 
""/ity,  and  a  regard  to  their  better  ac- 
<'ommodation,  made  their  detention 
for  a  confiderable  time  unavoidable. 
When  the   agreement    fubfifting  be- 


If  in  doing  this  I  have  departed  in  the 
fmallell  degree  from  that  delicacy, 
which  I  always  wilhed  Ihould  form  a 
part  of  ray  charafter,  you  will  re- 
member I  have  been  forced  into  re- 
crimination, and  that  it  has  become 
an  aft  of  neceffary  juftice. 

I  fhall  now  declare  it  to  be  my  ar*- 
dent  wiih,  that  a  general  exchange 
may  take  place  on  generous  and  libe- 
ral principles,  as  far  as  it  can  be  ef- 
fefted,  and  that  the  agreement  fub- 
filling    between   us  for   that    purpofe 


tweeh  us  took  place,  the  fpeedi^il  di-     Ihould  be  inviolably  obferved,  and  I 


reftions  were  given  to  have  them,  col 
lefted,  that  an  exchange  might  be 
effefted.  This  was  done  in  part,  and 
at  a  juufture  when  motives  of  policy 
oppofed  the  meafure,  but  were  made 
to  yield  to  rigid  maxims  of  good  faith. 
We  were  piirfuing  the  exchange,  and 
continued  our  exertions  to  accoraplifh 
it,  till  t\e  m.iferable  appearance  indi- 
cating an  approaching  cataftrophe,  of 
thofe  feat  out  by  you,  made  it  impro- 
per. For  feeing  that  a  difficulty  might 
arife,  and  that  it  might  be  expedited 
that  I  fnould  account  for  the  whole 
of  them,  which  I  by  no  means  thought 
equitable,  it  became  neceiTary  that 
the  matter  fhould  be  adjufted,  and 
the  due  proportion  fettled,  for  which 
I  ought  to  be  refponfible,  before  any 


call  upon  you,  by  every  obligation  of 
good  faith,  to  remove  all  impedi- 
ments on  your  part  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  it.  If,  however,  you  do 
not,  1  confole  myfelf  with  a  hope  that 
thofe  unfortunate  men,  whofe  lot  it 
is  to  be  your  prifoners,  will  bear  their 
fufferings  with  becoming  fortitude  and 
magnanimity. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refpeft. 
Your  moll  obedient 

Humble  fervant, 
G.  Washington. 

His  Excellc/icy  General  Sir  William 
Howe. 

PuhliJJjcd  hy  order  o/'Congress, 
Charles  Thompson,  Secretary. 

General 
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GerfCrai  Howe  to  General  Wash-  of  reception  that  could  po/Tibly  be  pro- 

iNGTON.  vided  for  them. 

Neiu-Tork,   2\Jl  April,   ^JTJ-  They  were  fupplied  with  the  fame 

Sir,  provifions,  both  in  quantity  and  qua- 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lity,  as  were  allowed  to  the   Kino-'s 

■ninth  inil.  concerning  the  requifition  troops  not  on  fervice,  fome  accidental 

of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walcott,  a  copy  inllances  exxepted,    wherein  however 

of  which  came  inclcfed.  the  omifTion,  when  known,  was  ini- 

Though  I  obfer\'e  that  ofKcer  has  mediately  remedied, 
meant  to  infill  very  llrongly  on  the  Near  one  half  of  the  whole  num- 
juftice  of  the  claim  for  the  return  of  ber  of  prifoners,  whofe  difeafes  ap- 
prifonersin  your  pofleflion,  which  was  peared  to  require  peculiar  care,  as 
one  of  the  objefts  of  his  appointment,  well  as  fcparation  from  the  reft,  were 
I  do  not  fee  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  any  at  different  times  received  into  the 
perlbns.1  incivility  was  intended  by  the  Britiih  hofpitals,  and  their  own  fur- 
terms  in  which  his  opinion  is  expreifed.  geons,    without  reftridlion,    fupplied. 

Without   entering   into  a  needlefs  with  medicines  for  the  remaining  iick^ 

dii'cufiion  of  the  candour  or  iJlibera-  until  it  was  difcovered  that  they  dif- 

Hty  on  the  fentiments  on  which  your  puted  not  to  difpofe  of  large  quanti- 

arguments  are  founded,  yet  fmce  you  ties  by  private  fale. 

are   pleafed  to  ailert,    that — "  the  From   this   fhort  ftate  of  fadls,  it: 

ufage  of  your  prifoners  was  fuch  as  is  evident  that  your  prifoners   were 

could  not  be  juftilied,— that  this  was  provided  with  proper  habitations,  fuf- 

proclaimed    by   the  concurrent   tcfti-  ficient  and  wholelbme  food,  and  me- 

mony  of  all  who  came  out,—  that  their  dicines.    Nor  do  I  know  of  any  com- 

appearance   fanftified    the    afierdon,  fort  or  afliftance  compatible  with  their 

and   that   melancholy  experience,  in  fituation  as  prifoners,  of  which  they 

the  fpeedy  death  of  a  Large  part  of  were  in  want,   excepting  cloathing;. 

them,  ftamped  it  with  infallible  cer-  the  relief  to  their  diftrefs  in  this,  and 

tainty,"  thefe,  I  fay,  being  what  you  tiie    article  of  money,  of  which  you 

are  pleafed  to  allume  as  fadts,  I  can-  were  repeatedly  advifed,  and  they  had 

not   omit   making  fome  obfervations  claim  to  receive  from  your  care,  was 

upon  them.  neglected  or  refufed,  while  they  were 

It  might,  perhr.p?,    fuit   with    the  furnilhed  with  every  neceflary  I  was 

policy  of  thofe  who  perfift  in  every  ex-  in  a  fituation  to  fupply. 

pedient  to  cherifh  the  popular  delu-  To  what   caufe  a  fpeedy  death  of 

iion,  that  the  rcleafed  pnloners  fhould  a  large  part  of  tliem  is   to  be  attri- 

complain  of  ill  ufage,  or  their  capti-  buted,  I  cannot  determine,  but  your 

vity  might  really  form  a  grievous  com-  own  experience  will  fuggeft  to  you, 

parifon  with  the  ilate  they  were  in  be-  whether  the  army  under  your  com- 

fore  they  were  perfuaded  to  encounter  mand,   in   the   courfe   of    laft   cam- 

the  viciffitudes  of  wan     But  if  their  paign,  was  free  from  fuch  calamitous 

fufterings  were  as  great  as  )'ou  think  mortality,  though  affilled  with  refrefh- 

yourfelf  authcrifed  lo  aflert,  a  difpaf-  ments  from  all  parts  of  the  furround- 

fionate  confideration  of  the  following  ing  provinces. 

inuifputable  and  iiotorious   fades  will  It    is    infinuated,    that     I    might 

point  out  the  caufe  lo  which  they  are  have  releafed  the  prifoners  before  any 

to  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  afcribed :  of  the    ill   confequences   had    taken 

All    the    prifoners    were    confined  place.       I    am    obliged    to    fay,    the 

in   the  moft  airy  buildings,    and  on  event  at  leaft  appears  to  have  proved 

board  the  iargeft  tranfports  in  the  fleet,  the  caution  with  which  I   ought  to 

-which  were  the  very  healthielt  places  have  adopted  that  expedient.     The 

E  e  2  prifoners 


(       220       ) 


prlfoiicrs  were  ready  to  be  delivered 
up,  waiting  only  for  your  proceeding 
in  the  exchange,  v/hich  you  had  pro- 
pofed,  and  I  agreed  to. 

I  admit  that  able  men  are  not  to 
be  required  by  the  party  who,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  humanity,  tlirough 
defign,  or  even  negleft  of  reafonable 
and  prafticable  care,  fhould  have 
caufed  the  debility  Of  the  prifoners  he 
fhall  have  to  ofter  for  exchange  ;  but 
the  argument  is  not  applicable  to  me 
in  the  prefent  inftance. 
'  I  might  finally  put  this  queftion : 
How  is  the  caufe  of  debility  in  pri- 
foners to  be  afcertaincd  ?  But  as  we 
differ  fo  much  in  the  principle  upon 
which  your  objeiSlioiis  are  framed ; 
as  I  think  thcfe  objections  are  unfi::p- 
ported  by  precedent  or  equity,  and 
that  your  adherence  to  them  would  be 
a  direft  and  determined  violation  of 
the  agreement,  it  becomes  unnecef- 
fary  for  me  to  add  more,  than  to  call 
upon  you  to  fulfil  your  agreement  for 
returning  the  prifoners  demanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Walcott. 

With  refpefl  to   the  care  of  Mr. 
Lee,  now  prcfelTed  to  be  a  principal 
motive  for   your  refufal  to  continue 
the  exchange  of  prifoners,  it  is  com- 
prehended, I  muft  infifl,    under  my 
general  and  original  exception  to  per- 
fons  in  his  circumftances. 
With  due  relpcfl, 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 
W.  Howe. 
lo  General  Georgs  Wajhir.gton,  l5c. 

General  Howe  to  General  Wash- 
ington. 
Nenu-Tork,  May  22,    1777. 
Sir, 
Not    having    received    an    anfv/er 
to  my  letter  of  the  21ft  of  April,  I 
am   to  requeft  your    final   decifion, 
upon  the  demand  I  then  made  of  the 
prifoners  in  your  poflelnon,  both  of- 
ficers and'  foldiers,    in  exchange   for 
thofe  I  have  returned,  and  for  your 
determination  rcfpefdng  the  prifoners 


now  here,  that  I  may  make  my  ai- 
rangemcritd  accordingly 

It  is  with  concern,  I  receive  fre- 
quent accounts  of  the  ill  treatment  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Campbell,  which  I  had 
reafon  to  Hatter  myf^jlf  you  would  have 
prevented.  He  has,  it  is  true,  beea 
taken  out  of  a  common  duhgeon, 
where  he  had  been  confined  with  a 
degree  of  rigour,  that  the  molt  attro- 
cious  crimes  would  not  have  jullified, 
but  he  is  itill  kept  in  the  jailor's  houfe, 
expofed  to  daily  iafults  from  the  de- 
luded populace.  This  ufage  being 
repugnant  to  every  fentiment  o^^  hu- 
manity, and  highly  unworthy  of  thr^ 
charaCler  you  profeis,  1  am  compelled 
to  repeat  my  complaint  againfc  it, 
and  to  claim  immediate  redvefi  to  this 
much  injured  geiitleman. 
With  due  refpett, 
1  am.  Sir, 
Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervanty 

^  W.  How^. 
General  Wapingtony   <^c  ifjc. 

General  Howe  to  General  Wash- 
ington. . 
Ne-iv-Tcri,   "June  c,    1 777. 
Sir, 
So  many  days  have   elapfed  nnce 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  2 2d  of  May 
was  difpatched^    without  an  anfwer, 
and  left,  by  any  accident,  it  Ihould 
not  have  gotten  to  your  hands,  I  am 
induced  to  fend  you  a  duplicate  there- 
of, and  to  prefs  my  requeft  for  your 
flr^al    decifion,     upon    the    demands 
therein  contained . 

With  due  refpeft, 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
W.  HowE. 
Gazer al  Wajhington,  l£c.  i^c. 


Philadelphia,  March  18. 
Extract  of  a.  letter  from  an  Officer  in 
Ne-jj-  ferfey, 
"  The  officer  who  commanded  the 
two  thoufand  Britiih  troops,  going  as 
a  reinforcement  from  Amboy  to 
Brunfwick,    we  hear,    is    under   an 

arreft 


(221       ) 

:j;reit    for    undericklng,    like    r^oii  Higi\iand  Watc;!,  ia:rcred  gready  in 

Quixote,  to  do  irapoilibilicies.     He,  Uie  ad-on. 

iniiead  of  march.ng  directly  to  Branf-         "  Yellerday  Major  Butler,  whofc 

wick,    wJiich    he  might  have   done,  ftation  is  near  this  town,  had  a  brufii 

it  needs  go  fociteen  miles  out  of  with  the  enemy,  drove  in  their  picquet 

dlrcd  road  to  take  prilbners  Ge-  guard,  took  four  ilain  otf  the  field. 


mu 

the 

iieral  Maxwell  and  his  party  at  Spark- 
town,  and  to  make  his  triumphant 
entry  into  Brunfwick,  leading  his 
captives  in  chains  like  an  old  Roman 
General,  in  which  he  found  his  fatal 
millake,  when  too  late  to  remedy  it, 
tor  he  found  that  he  had  funounded 
a  neft  of  American  hornets,  who  foou 
put  his  whole  body  to  flight,  puriued 


and  {e\cn  horlc.s,     Tiie  exprels  waits, 
or  would  be  more  particular." 
Exlracl  of  a  letter  frotn  a  Gentleman 

at     the     Cr.sKp     at   ?tiorris-'To=wn, 

M.-'.y  i6,    i;:;;. 

'*  C)ur  arm\-  has  been  {o  fmall,  and 
the  polls  we  have  to  defend  are  fo 
many,  that  wo  could  not  carry  on 
thoie  oft'cnfivc  oncrations  asrainll  the 


them  to  Amboy,  and  obliged  thejn     enemy  which  e\ery  good  man  wifhes 
o   get   on  board  their   fiiips  again,     for  ;  but  our  arrny  now  increafes  fall, 


fmce  which  they  have  never  ventured 
:i  fecond  dme  to  reinforce  their  cooped 
up  brethren  in  Brunfwick." 
•  Philadelphia,  March  \'i.  On  Tuef- 
day  the  jth  inllant  five  hundred  men 
attacked  the  Heffian  picquet  guard 
near  Bruiifvvick,  drove  them  m,  took 
eleven  milch  cows,  tvvo  liorfes,  and 
brought  off  fifteen  or  tv/cnty  loads  of 
iiay,  which  thofe  mercenaries  had 
itacked  up  within  then-  lines.  After 
the  Heflians  ran,  a  number  of  the 
light  horfe  came  out,  drew  then- 
fwords,  and  cut  a  fuw  capers,  but 
did  not  choofe  to  Jifcurb  our  men, 
whom  they  faw  xcr/  leifurely  take 
away  the  hay. 

Extraii  of  a  letter  from  Morris-To~v?i, 
March  lO. 
"  General  Maxwell  attacked  the 
enemy  on  Saturday  lafl,  near  Quibble, 
or  Squabble-Town,  as  they  were  pe- 
n-^trafing  into  the  country  for  pro- 
vender, molt  kinds  of  v.'hich  are  much 


ai'.d  I  trull:,  by  the  blelung  of  Heaven, 
wc  fliall  give  the  Tyrant  Murderers 
■X  knock  before  very  long.  Our 
lioops  have  frequent  ikirniilhes  with 
them,  and  ge  lerally  drive  them.  Lail 
week  a  pai-cy  from  General  Maxwell's 
divifion  ^attacked  the  enemy,  and 
kilied  a  Scotch  Major  and  40  fer  50 
Highlanders ;  alfo  a  party  from  Ge- 
neral Lincoln's  divifion  attacked  them 
and  killed  a  number.  The  enemy 
keep  very  clofe  in  tiieu-  lines.  A 
number  of  Tory  traitors  ha\'e  been 
hanged  in  thef:  States  fcuthv/aid  o(- 
New-England." 


ExtraSti  fyo?n   the  fen;eral  American 
Papers. 
Fijh-Kill,   McJj  zl. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morris-T'iiiJK, 
May  I  S,    1777. 
"  Lail:  week  we  had  a  finart  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy,  near  Pif- 


cataway,  we  drove  them  in,  and 
■wanted  among  them.  "VVe  had  three  killed  fome,  when  immediately  they 
m.en  flightly  wounded,  none  killed  or  were  reinforced,  and  advanced  a  fe- 
taken.  The  enemy  left  four  dead  on  cond  time,  but  were  again  repulfed. 
the  held,  atid  carried  off  numbers,  as  In  the  two  aftions,  we  killed,  wound- 
ufual,  which,  by  accounts  from  the  ed  and  took  prifoners,  otic  hundred ; 
prifoners,  were  twenty,  and  numbers  cur  lofs  was  about  twenty-five.  Three 
wounded.  Their  rear  v/as  fo  clofely  deferters  came  over  to  us  the  next  day, 
purfued,  that  they  left  one  waggon  and  all  fay  the  above  account  is  what 
behind  ;  the  three  prifoners  taken  are     they  icft." 

juil   arrived,    and  fay,    the  ^zd,    or         H^irtford,    April  21.     The  Hon. 

tiie 
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^J3  Confmental  Ccnr^rer;;,  have  pro- 

rrioirxi  C:o',  Learned,  of  the 

Mafiac!»ufett's  Bay,  Col.  George  Clin- 
son,  of  New- York,  Col.  Edward 
Hand  of  Pennfylvania,  and  Col. 
Scott  of  Virginia,  to  tlie  rank  of  Bri- 
gadiers General. 

Fro~jidence,  Jpril  \g.  On  W-ed- 
itefday  laft  Col.  Jackkm's  Indepen- 
dent Company,  belonging  to  Boflon, 
arrived  here  from  tlience.  They  were 
drefied  in  nrac  unilbrms,  and  made  a 
very  marda!  appearance. 

A  gendeman  from  the  Weftwsrd 
iafonn.s,  that  the  enemy  at  New- York 
condnus  to  treat  the  American  pri- 
soners wit'i  great  barbarity.  Their 
allowance  to  each  man  for  three  days 
15  lib  of  beef,  3  worni-calen  multy 
'biicuits,  and  a  quart  of  fait  water; 
the  meat  they  are  obliged  to  eat  raw, 
as^thcy  have  not  the  finalle:!:  allowance 
of  tuel.  Owing  to  this  more  than 
^ava'-e  cruelty,  the  prifoner*  die  fall, 
and  :\\  the  fmall  Ipace  of  three  v/eeks 
(during  the  winter)  no  lefs  than  700 
brave  men  perirtied.  — Nothing  ihort 
-of  Retaliation  will  compel  thefe 
Britifh  barbarians  to  refpccl  the  law 
■of  nations. 

Ne^v-Hat'sjt,  May  7.  Friday  laft 
died  at  Danbury,  of  the  wound  he 
received  on  the  26th  ult.  that  brave 
■and  experienced  foldier,  the  lion. 
Major  General  David  Wooster, 
of  this  town. 

Lait  Monday,  Daniel  Grifwould, 
a  traitor  and  fpy,  was  executed  in  pur- 
fhancc  of  the  fentence  of  a  general 
•court  martial. 

Charles-To^jon  (S.  C.J  Jpril  9. 
We  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  our 
readers,  t'lat  the  levies  for  the  Conti- 
nental army,  which  no  longer  confilb 
c^  militia,  occahonally  called  out, 
and  difmili'ed  at  certain  iliort  periods, 
but  of  men  who  engage  to  ferve  to  the 
end  of  the  prefent  conteil,  have  been 
made  v.'ith  amazing  napidity  ;  that  it 
i)  now  amply  provided  (which  was  far 
from  being '  the  cafe  lait  year)  with 
tic-ithioi''-  <>-ood   arms'  :i:ii  amma'ai- 


tion,  light  brafs  field-pieces,  and  al- 
moft  tvery  other  requifite  :  and  that, 
the  foldiery  have  fuch  confidence  in, 
and  fo  great  an  aftcftion  for  General 
Wafhington,  that  it  is  the  common 
opinion,  "  He  was  born  forthefal- 
vation  of  America,"  fo  that,  it  is  not 
unlikely,  the  prefent  year's  campaign 
may  be  opened  in  May,  and  that  the 
itrength  and  courage  of  both  parties 
fairly  tried  before  the  enfuing  winter. 

Philadelphia,  JpHl  16.  The  Ho- 
nourable the  Congrefs  have  ordered  a 
monument  to  be  eredled  in  Bofton,  in 
honour  of  Major  General  Warren  ; 
and  another  in  Virginia,  in  honour  of 
Brigadier  General  Mercer,  as  a  tef- 
timony  of  their  illuftrious  viitues,  and 
of  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 
They  have  likewife  ordered  the  eldell 
fon  of  the  former  of  thofe  gentleman, 
and  t'le  youngeft  fon  of  the  latter,  to 
be  educated  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  States. 

Hartford,   May  12. 

Extract  of  a    letter  from    Fijh-Kill, 

dated  May  ^,    1777. 

"  By  the  Albany  poll  I  am  inform- 
ed as  follows  :  "  Seven  florcs  of  the 
enemy  are  confumed  by  fire  at  St. 
John's,  in  which  were  the  rigging  of 
their  veflels, — News  very  favourable 
from  the  Northward,  but  cannot  now 
be  made  public." 

The  notorious  Richard  Steel,  alias 
Williams,  who  is  univerfally  known 
in  this  State,  and  who  broke  out  of 
Newgate  about  three  years  fince,  has 
lately  made  his  appearance  at  the 
Eailward,  cloathed  with  a  commiflion 
from  General  Howe.  He  was  lall 
week  taken  up  and  committed  to  the 
gaol  at  Bodon.  He  was  tliree  times 
tried  for  his   life  for  burglary  in  this 

Colony. Is  this  the  alternative.  Oh, 

Howe  !  to  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity 
of  recruiting  your  abandoned  army 
by  fuch  gallows  marked  inftruments 
as  the  above. 

Monday,     20th  ult.     two    foldiers 
were  flict  at  Pcek's-Kill  for  defertion. 

Laft  evening,    15    of  the  enemy's 

fliips 
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ifiips  paffcd  to  this  place.  Handing  to 
the  EalHvard. 

NL-nv-LonJon,  May  9.  A  privateer 
from  a  neighbouring  port  has,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  davfi,  taken  two  floops 
and  one  ichooner,  faid  to  be  of  con- 
fiderable  value.  A  letter,  wrote  in 
New-York  (faid  to  be  by  an  officer) 
was  found  on  board  the  khooner,  di- 
rected to  a  perfon  at  Newport,  which 
fays  they  loll  100  men  in  the  Dan- 
bur)^  affair.  The  fame  letter  add:^, 
that  the  Hefiians  are  a  fet  of  d — d 
poltroons,  and  that  he  (the  writer) 
had  much  rather  have  dealings  with 
the  rebels  than  with  them. 

About  )  00  of  the  enemy's  horfes, 
and  a  number  of  waggons,  were  left 
by  them  on  the  ihore,  when  they 
embarked  after  their  expedition  to 
D anbury. 

BoJio7i,  April  28.  Sunday  lail  ar- 
rived a  French  fr.ip  of  20  guns  from 
Bourdeaux,  laden  with  dry  goods, 
hard-v/are,  wine,  &:c.  &c.  &c.  .-^Ifo 
a  State  floop  from  Martinico,  with 
powder,  arms,  lalt,  &c. 

Our  laft  advices  from  Philadelphia, 
and  from  the  bell  authorit)-  afTnre  us, 
that  agreeable  profpefts  of  trade  are 
opening  with  foreign  powers ;  and  a 
veflel  lately  arrived  from  Sweden  wjth 
powder,  flints,  lead,  fulphur,  &c.  &c. 
and  that  the  States  were  now  able  to 
negotiate  loans  abroad — that  Britnin 
cannot  procure  any  great  reinforce- 
ment, for  her  army  here,  without  in- 
volving hcrfelf  in  a  French  and  Spa- 
nilli  war,  and  that  her  credit  in  Hol- 
land is  very  low — That  we  ha\e  now 
arms  and  military  llores  in  abun- 
dance ;  Quarter-mailers,  a«d  Com- 
miffaries  llores  in  plenty  ;  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  blankets,  and  clcath- 
ing ;  and  what  is  a  capital  article 
Indeed,  tents  of  the  beft;  quality,  fuf- 
ficient  to  cover  thirty  thoufand  men. 
Extraci  of  a  letter  from  Morris-To-ixin, 
April  28. 
*'  On  Tuefday  the  2 2d  inft.  at 
night,  a  party  of  our  men,  under  the 
command   of   Capt.    Combe,    wert 


v,ithin    the  enemy's  lines,  and  tcr&Jc 
two  centinels,  from  v/hoin  he  extorted 
the   ccunterfign.     He    then    went  tc 
attack  the  picquet  guard,  but  one  of 
his  men  deTerLing,  the    enemy  were 
informed  of  his  intention,  ana,  hav- 
ing  prepared  themfelves,    gave    our 
people  a  \cry  warm  reception.     But 
Combe,  who  is  not  to  be  furprif^-d  by 
tiifles,    advanced    upon    them    with, 
fuch  fpirit,  that  he  drove  them  into 
the    gaard-hcuie,    from  whence  they 
fired  through  the  door  and  windows. 
However,    Combe  ordered    his  men 
before  the  door,  which  they  inflantly 
obeyed,  and  ruihed  upon  the  enemy 
\\'ith  charged  bayonets,  who  received 
us  in  the  fame  manner,  bat  were  foon 
obliged    to    call    for  quarter,    upon 
which  they  were  all  taken  prifoners. 
The  picquet  guard  conililed  of  two 
fabakerns  and  thirty  men  ;  both  the 
oxncers  and  14  men  were  killed,  and 
i6  were  brought  in  prifoners.    In  the 
attack   Combe  was  wounded  in    the 
foot,  and  both  his  fubalterns  in  the 
body,   but  are  like  to  do  well.     It  ii 
very  remarkable  he  had  not  a  man  in 
the  whole  action  killed  and  only  three 
wounded,  none  of  them  mortal." 
Extract  of  a  letter  fri.'i   a  Gentleman 
in  Ccnneilicut,  dated  May  24,  I777. 
"  A  Ihip  is  arrived  at  Chefapeak 
Bay,  with  10,000  Hand  Ci  arms,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  cloathing  made  up. 
From  the  eneiuy's  motions,  they  more 
probably  intend  to   die    Southward, 
th^n  up  the  river.      At  Albany  are 
three  or  four  hundred  Indians  of  thp 
Six  Nations,  fome  from  every  tribe, 
even   the  Senecas,    and    fomc    from 
Cagnawaga  ;  all  of  them  alfure  their 
friendly  difpofitions  and  intentions  to- 
wards the  United  States. 

"  The  fleet  of  27  fail,  principally 
large  fnips,  from  Newport,  are  paffed 
up  Souad  yellerday  and  day  before." 
Major  .Anare\'/  Brov/n  is  appointed 
Deputy  r»hntcr-IVialr.er  lor  the  Eallera 
department  of  the  army  of  cue  United 
States  of  A.m.erica. 

Tv'.ei'day  iatt  17  f^ips,  7  fchooners. 
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an  J  two  floops,  with  ft  number  of 
troops  on  board,  left  Rlicde-Ifland, 
and  went  up  the  Sound,  where  it  is 
faid  by  a  dcfcrter,  they  were  to  be 
joined  by  others  from  Long-Ifland, 
when,  it  wa?  conjcGcrcd,  tliry  were 
going  to  my,ks  another  attack  upon 
ibme  part  of  Connefticut. 

Hartford,  May  26. 
Extrad  of  a    letter  fro?;:    Brigadier 
General  Parjons,   to  his  honour  Go- 
fer fior  'TriiJe!L/iU,  dated heivha-u en, 
M(iy  25,    !-77. 

*'  1  iincerely  congmtnlate  your  ho- 
nour on  th'^  fuccefs  of  our  armc  on 
Long-I/land.  Colcnd  Meigs  left 
Sachem's  Head  on  Friday,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  aft-.TUocn,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  160  men,  ofiicers  in- 
cluded, and  landed  within  three  miles 
of  Sagg  Harbour,  at  about  one  the 
night  following ;  and  having  made 
the  proper  difpoutions  for  attacking 
the  enemy  in  five  different  places, 
proceeded  with  the  greateit  order  and 
iilence  till  within  twenty  rods  of  the 
enemy,  when  the;/  rufned  on  with 
fixed  bayonets  upon  the  different  bar- 
racks, guards,  and  quarters  of  the 
enemy  ;  whilft  Captain  Throop,  with 
a  party  under  his  command,  at  the 
fame  time  tc.ok  pollefiion  of  the  wharfs 
and  veflels  lying  there.  The  alarm 
foon  became  general,  and  an  inceiTant 
£reof  grape  and  round  ihot  was  kept 
up  from  an  armed  fchconer  of  1 2  guns, 
which  lay  within  !  50  yards  of  the 
wharfs,  for  near  an  hour  j  notwith- 
itanding  which,  the  party  burnt  all 
the  veflels  iit  the  v.'harf,  killed  and 
captivated  all  the  men  belonging  to 
them,  deftrcyed  about  iod  tons  of 
hay,  large  quantities  of  grain,  ten 
hogfheads  of  rum,  and  other  Well- 
India  goods,  and  fecured  all  the 
■foldiers  who  were  there  llaiior.ccl. 
The  prifoners  are  about  qo  in  num- 
ber, among  v/Io.ch  are,  one  Captain, 
•two  Commi/Taiics,  Mr.  Chev/  and 
Mr.  Bell. 

**  I  have  the  fit;s;.f.iifiion  to  be  in- 
formed, that  the  cfli'ccrs   and  3iic;-i. 
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witliout  exception,  behaved  with  the 
greateil  order  and  bravery,  dnd  had 
not  a  man  either  killed  or  wounded 
on  our  fide." 

Philadelphia,   J  line  4. 
Ext  rail  nf  a  letter  froiii  his  Excellency 

Ge7ieral    W^aj'J:>iiigton    to    Congrejs, 

dated Head-^iarters,  Middle  Brook 

Camp ,   3  \Jt  May ,    1 7  ■>  7 . 

"    I  have  the  pleafure  to 

comm.unicate  a  very  ap"rceable  piece 
of  intelligence,  which  1  received  from 
General  Parfons,  of  the  dellruclion 
of  twelve  of  the  enemy's  veflels  iri 
Sagg  Harbour,  upon  the  Eaft  end  of 
Long-Ifland.  I  give  you  this  letter 
at- length,  which  i  think  refiefts  high 
honour  upon  tlie  condufl  and  braver)' 
or"  Colonel  Meigs,  his  officers  anci 
m^i." 

AV-it'  Tla-x-en,  May  25,    1777. 
"  IJear  General, 

"    HavLiP — received    information 

O 

that  the  enerny  were  coHeiR;ing  forage, 
horfes,  &c.  on  the  Eaft  end  of  Long- 
Ifland,  1  ordered  a  deiachm.ent  from 
the  feveral  regiments  then  at  this 
place,  tonfifdng  of  1  Major,  4  Cap- 
tains, viz.  Tliroop,  Fond,  Mans-^ 
field,  and  Savage,  9  fubalterns,  and 
220  non-commiiTloned  officers  and 
priv-ates,  under  the  command  cf 
Lieut.  Col.  Meigs,  to  attack  their 
diflerent  poits  on  that  part  'of  the 
idand,  dellroy  the  forage,  &c.  which 
they  had  collected .  Col.  Meigs  em- 
barked his  men  here  in  1 3  whale- 
boats  the  2  I  ft  inftant,  and  proceeded 
to  Guildford  ;  but  the  wind  proving 
high,  and  the  lea  jough,  could  no: 
pafs  the  Sound  until  Friday  the  2  3d  ; 
he  left  Guildford  atone  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d,  with  170  cf 
his  detachment,  under  con\'o-\'  of  two 
armed  floops,  and  in  company  with 
another  unarmed  (to  bring  oft"  pri- 
foners) acrofs  the  Sound  to  the  North 
branch  of  the  ifland  near  Scuthhold, 
where  he  arrived  about  fix  o'clock  in 
the  cv-ening.  The  enemy's  troops  on 
thi;  branch  of  the  ifland  had  marched 
from   New- York    r.vo   days   before ; 

but 
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butahoiU  60  of  t]»<*  enemy  rcmaininj^     two  o'clock 
at  a  place  called  Sa,fi;g  Hiirbour,  nc:n- 
1 5  miles  diftant  on  the  South  branch 
of  the  iiland,  he  ordered  the  whale- 
boats,  with  as  many  men  as  could  be 


P.  M.  yeflerday,  with 
go  prifoners,  having  in  25  hours,  by 
land  and  water,  tranfporied  his  men 
full  90  miles,  and  fucceeded  in  his 
ntlempt   beyond    my    moll    fan?ulne 


tranfportcd,  acrofs  the  bay,  overhiid  cxpeftations,  without  having  a  hngle 
to  the  bay,  where  they  rc-cmbarkcd  man  killed  or  wounded.  It  gives  me 
to  the  number  of  i  ^o,  and  at  about 


1 2  o'clock  arrived  fafe  acrofs  the  bay, 
within  about  four  miles  of  the  har- 
bour ;  where  having  fecured  the  boats 
in  the  wood,  under  the  care  of  a 
a  suard.  Col.  Meio-s  formed  his  little 
remaining  detachment  m  proper  order 
for  attacking  the  different  polb  and 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  and  fecuring 
the  veifels  and  forage  at  the  fame  time. 
They  marched  in  the  greateil:  order 
and  filence,  and  at  tv/o  o'clock  ar- 
rived at  the  harbour.  The  feveral 
divifions,  with  fixed  bayonets,  at- 
tacked the  guards  and  poll  affigned 
them  ;    whilli:   Capt.   Throop,    with 

the  detachment  under  his  command, 

fecured  the  velTels  and  forage  lying  at 

the  wharf.     The  alarm  foon  became 

general,  when  an  armed  fchooner  of 

12   guns  and    70  men,  lying  within 

150  }'ards  of  the  Vv'harf,  began  a  fire 

upon    our    troops    (which    continued 

without    ceflation    for    about    three 

quarters  of  an  hour)  with  grape   and 

round  fnot ;  but  the  troops,  with  the 

greateil  intrepidity,  returned  the  fire 

upon  the  fchooner,  and  fet  fire  to  the 

veflels  and  forage,  and  killed  and  cap-     45  Privates. 

tivated  all  the    foldiers  and    failors,     27   Seamen 

except  about    fix,    who    made    their        1 

efcape  under  cover  of  the  night. 

"  Twelve  brigs  and  {loops  (one  an     — 

armed  vefFel  with  1 2  guns)  about  i  20 

tons  of  prefled  hay,  oats,  corn,  and 

other  forage,    10  hogflieads  of  rum, 

and  a  large  quantity  of  other  mer- 
chandize, were  entirely  confumed.  It 
gives  me  great  fatisfaftion  to  hear  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  without  excep- 
tion, behaved  with  the  greateit  bra- 
very, order,  and  intrepidity.  Co- 
loneb  Meigs  having  finifhed  the  bu- 
fmefs  on  wjiich  he  was  fent,  returned 
fafe  with  all  his  men  to  Guilford  by 


fmgular  pleafure  to  hear  no  difpofition 
appeared  in  any  onefoldierto  plunder 
the  inhabitants,  orviolate  private  pro- 
perty, in  the  fmalleft  degree ;  and 
that,  even  the  cloathing,  and  other 
articles,  belonging  to  the  prifoners, 
the  foldiers,  with  a  generofity  (not 
learned  from  Britifli  troops)  have, 
with  great  chearfulnefs,  reltorcd  to 
them  where  they  have  fallen  into 
their  hands. 

"    Major  Humphry,  who  waits  on 
your   Excellency  with    the   account, 
was  in  the  aftion  with  Colonel  Meigs, 
and  will  be  able  to  give   any  further 
information.     A  lift  of  the  prifoners 
is  inclofed.     I  am  your  Excellency's 
Moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Sam.  H.  Parsons." 
His  Excellency  General  Wajhington. 
A  liji   of  prifoners   taken  ut  the  Eaji 

end    of    Long-Ifandy      by     Colonel 

Meigs. 


I 

2 
10 

3 
1 


Captain, 


Raymond. 


Commiflaries,  Chew  and  Bell. 
Mafters  of  veffels. 
Serjeants. 
Corporal. 


Soldier   fick,    whofe  parole    was 
taken. 

90  Prifoners. 
6  Killed. 

96 

Publifjed  by  ordef  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
fune  2,    1  777* 


Philadelphia,  June  4.  V/e  hear 
the  enemy  at  Brunfwick  have  been 
lately  reinforced  v^ith  three  brigades 
from  Rhode.-Ifland  and  New-York. 

F  f  On 
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On  Wednefday  laft  the  Hon.  Ma- 
jor General  Schuyler  left  this  city,  to 
■  repair  to  his  command  in  the  Nor- 
tlieni  department.  The  Prtfident 
and  feveral  members  of  Congrefs  ac- 
companied him  fome  miles  out  of 
town. 

From  New- York  we  are  informed, 
that  tlie  Heffians  continue  very  fickly 

and  die  faft. That  thofe  perfons 

who  are  friends  to  American  Inde- 
pendence, are  feverely  treated,  efpe- 
cially  by  the  renegado  Americans 
(alias  Tories)— That  the  French- 
men, taken  at  fea,  in  French  or 
American  vefTels,  are  treated  with 
great  cruelty  ;  and  that  they  now  fell 
the  cargoes  of  the  French  veflels  here- 
tofore taken. 

We  can  with  pleafure  inform  our 
readers,  that  General  Walhington  has 
now  received  fuch  fupplies  of  men, 
&c.  that  he  has  iTio\ed  his  head- 
quarters from  Morris-Town  to  Mid- 
dle-Brook, on  the  eart  fide  of  the 
Rariton,  within  feven  miles  and  a 
half  of  Brunfwick,  where  his  army 
(which  is  not  compofed  of  foldiers 
whofe  times  are  continually  expiring, 
but  of  thofe  inlifted  for  the  war)  are 
now  encamped,  and  make  a  fhow  that 
mult  pleafe  every  perfon  who  is  not  a 
Tory. 

From  our  ports,  near  Middle- 
Brook,  we  are  able  to  fee  and  watch 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  are 
encamped  on  Brunfwick  hills,  the 
Wert  fide  of  Rariton. 

Willi amjlurgh.   May    30,    1 7  77. 

Forty  of  the  Cherokee  natio.?  are 
now  here  on  a  negociation  of  peace, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  larting,  and 
to  requeft  a  boundary  line  may  be 
drawn,  to  prevent  encroachments  on 
their  lands.  They  have  had  an  au- 
dience, and  it  is  expedled  a  compa6l 
will  be  fettled  with  them  in  a  few^ 
days.  Among  them  are  Oconoftoto, 
the  Little  Carpenter,  the  Pigeon,  and 
other  headmen  and  warriors.  -After 
the  talk  was  concluded^  they  favoured 
the  public  with  a  dance  on  tlie  green 


in  front  of  the  palace,  where  a  con- 
fid  arable  number  of  fpeilators,  both 
male  and  female,  were  agreeably  en- 
tertained. 

The  capes  are  now  blocked  up  by 
the  Phrenix,  Capt.  Parker,  the  Se- 
negal, the  Rnlcigh  armed  brig  of  1 2 
guns,  and  a  (loop  of  10.  They  are 
fo  fituated,  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
veflels  bound  in  or  out  to  efcape  them. 
Capt.  Parker  has  determined  not  to 
fend  or  receive  any  more  flags. 

Wednefday  Thomas  Davis  (late 
Adjutant  Davis)  and  fix  other  Tories 
and  traitors,  mounted  in  a  waggon, 
under  a  proper  guard,  making  a  very 
decent  appearance,  parted  down  the 
ftreet  on  their  Vv-^ay  to  the  public  gaol, 
from  Alexandria,  where  they  are  to 
remain  for  trial. 

Albany     (Pfo-~ji?tce    of    Ne-iu-Tcrk) 
May  26,    1777. 

About  300  Indians,  of  the  diflerent 
tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  are  now  in 
town  holding  a  conference  with  the 
Commiflionen!.  They  have  jurt  opened 
the  treaty  ;  therefore  we  cannot  give' 
a  particular  detail  of  their  bufinefs. 
But  this,  from  what  we  can  learn,  is 
their  determined  refolatiou,  to  main- 
tain a  JlriSi  neutrality  —  all  njje  luant. 

The  week  before  laft  Captain  Roofa 
and  his  Lieutenant,  two  noted  To- 
ries, lately  taken  in  arms  as  they  were 
marching  towards  the  enemy,  were 
hanged  at  Efopus  (in  this  State)  as  a 
fuit?ble  reward  for  their  treafonablc 
practices. 

They  had  deluded  a  number  of 
other  poor  wretches  (who  were  taken 
along  with  them,  and  are  now  in 
confinement)  to  go  with  them  to  New- 
York,  afitiringthem,  that  when  they 
had  rtiewn  themfelves  there,  they 
would  be  fufrered  to  return  imme- 
diately to  their  farms ;  that  in  a  fort- 
night General  Howe  and  army  would 
penetrate  Uliler  county,  and  reward 
their  loyaky,  by  giving  them  poflfef- 
fion  of  their  Whig  neighbours  farms. 

Willi anifi-u7-g.  May  30.  Yefterday, 
by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houfes  of  Af- 

fem  bly. 
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fembly,  his  Excellency  Patrick  Henry, 
Efqcwas  unanimouily  re-eleded  Go- 
vernor of  this  Commonwealtli,  as  was 
Edmund  Ralph,  Efq.  to  be  Attorney- 
General. 

The  following-  Gentlemen  were 
alfo  chofen  of  the  Hon.  Council  of 
this  State,  viz.  John  Page,  Dudley 
Diggcs,  John  Biair,  Bartholomew 
Dan  bridge,  Thomas  Walker,  Na- 
thaniel Harrifon,  'David  Jamefon, 
and  Thomas  Nelfon,  jun.  Efquires. 
Charles -Tonvn,  June  23.  On  Tuef- 
day  laft  Capt  Richard  Wells,  as  Prize 
Mailer,  brought  into  fafe  port,  tlie 
Induftry,  from  Jamaica,  taken  on 
the  8th  of  May,  by  the  privateer 
fioop  St.  Louis,  of  Georgia,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Samuel  Spencer. 
Capt.  Wells  put  into  the  Havanna 
on  the  6th  initant,  where  he  meta'.'?//' 
a  moji  hofpitahle  reception,  and  was 
readily  fupplied  with  every  thing  he 
wanted.  Captain  Surion,  in  a  letter 
of  marque  brig,  belonging  to  Phila- 
delphia, put  into  the  fame  port  on  the 
7th,  and  Captain  Spencer  on  the 
8th,  who  botii  met  with  the  like  re- 
ception and  treatment. 

About  three  weeks  fmce,  a  French 
General  Officer  went  from  Cape  Fran- 
9015  in  a  36  gun  f  igate,  to  claim  re- 
llitution,  or  remonlcrate  on  the  illegal 
capture  of  feveral  French  veffels — 
Admiral  Gayton  having  ordered  a 
former  veflel  fent  on  that  errand  to 
depart  immediately  on  pain  of  being 
funk. 

The  French  veiTel,  from  v.'hich  a 
number  of  officers  v/ere  landed  lalt 
Monday,  has  fince  arrived  in  a  fafe 
port.  She  is  arrived  from  Bourdeay:X, 
and  left  it  the  20th  of  March.  Gn 
the  20th  of  that  month,  a  vcflel  ar- 
rived there  with  difpatches  from  Con- 
grefs,  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Franklin,  and 
other  Agents  of  the  United  States, 
refident  in  France. 

On  Wednefday  laft,  a  number  of 
ufeful  brafs  ordnance,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances, a  large  quantity  of  gun- 
powder, &c.  were  received  here. 


There  was  a  millake  in  tlie  account 
inferted  in  our  laft,  of  officers  landed 
from  a  French  fnow,  to  enter  into  the 
Continental  fervice :  the  Marquis  de 
Montcalm  is  not  among  them  ;  but 
there  are  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
Baron  de  Kalb,  and  the  Vifcount  de 
Mauroiy,  all  Major  Generals,  an  en- 
gineer, and  eleven  other  officers  of  in- 
terior rank.  [^Carolina  Gazette, 

Pro-uidence,  May  10.  We  learn 
that  two  Hoops  were  taken  a  few  days 
fince  in  the  Eaftern  Sound,  and  car- 
ried into  a  fafe  harbour  in  Connedi- 
cut.  They  were  bound  from  New- 
York  to  Newport,  laden  with  flour, 
dry  goods,  &c.  A  certain  John 
Frecbody,  of  the  refpeftable  order  of 
Newport  Tories,  was  taken  in  one  of 
the  above  floops  ;  alfo  (which  will  be 
judged  more  valuable)  a  large  fum  of 
money,  faid  to  be  about  20,000  dol- 
lars. 

BoJJo»,  May  12.  The  laft  accounts 
from  New- York  are,  that  the  enemy 
appeared  to  be  in  motion,  but  their 
d donation  a  profound  fecrct.  It  is 
iuppofed  Philadelphia  and  Boflon  ar« 
at  Icalt  on  their  guard,  efpecially  the 
latter,  where  it  is  apprehended  the 
Tories  now  refiding  will  be  taken 
proper  care  of. 

Extrad  of  a  letter,  dated  Middletotiy 
May  3, 

"  Laft  Monday  I  fet  out  for  New- 
Haven  with  the  militia,  on  the  news 
of  the  enemy's  going  to  Danbury  to 
deJlroy  the  ftores  we  had  there.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  Quarter- 
mailer's  return  to  Gen.  Arnold,  of 
what  llores  were  dellroyed,  viz.  1700 
barrels  pork,  50  of  beef,  7  hogftieads 
rum,  I  I  tierces  claret,  3  quarter  cafks 
Madeira  wine,  1 2  to  1 700  bufhels 
wheat,  rye  and  corn,  12  coils  rope,  a 
fmall  quantity  coal,  and  fmiths  tools, 
10  waggons,  1600  tents,  not  good  for 
much." 

P.  S.  Since  the  letter  was  inclofeJ, 
I  have  received  the  following  account ; 
62  regulars  taken  up  dead,  which  our 
people  buried,   loo  and  upwards  were 

F  f  2  killed. 
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killed,  which  we  took  up  fcattered 
about  the  road,  three  houfcs  were 
burnt,  in  which  were  found  a  number 
of  human  bones,  fuppofed  to  be  re- 
gulars tofled  in,  that  our  people  might 
not  know  what  was  killed.  Between 
30  and  40  of  our  people  were  killed, 
and  7-  or  So  wounded.  The  enemy, 
confifting  of  about  three  or  four  thou- 
fand  men,  were  attacked  by  500 
men  only.  Gen.  Arnold's  horfe  was 
fhot  under  him.  The  General,  after 
being  diihiounted,  killed  the  foldier 
who  ihot  his  horfe. 

Bajlon,  May  15.  A  Contine^ital 
frigate  is  arrived  at  St.  Pierre's,  Mar- 
tinico. 

Twelve  Tories  are  condemned  to 
the  gallows,  by  the  convention  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  fevcral  more  are 
confined,  and  it  is  thought  will  have 
the  fame  falutaiy  medicine. 

Bcjicji,  May  19.  Laft  week  arrived 
at  a  fafe  port,  a  prize  fhip,  taken  by 
a  prival?er  commanded  by  Captain 
Wigglefworth.  She  was  bound  from 
London  to  the  Weil-Indies,  ha:  a 
cargo  of  dry  goods,  l^c.  to  a  very  large 
amount,  one  invoice  amoutits  to 
4600I.  fterling. 

A  gentleman  arrived  in  town  yef- 
terday  from  Albany,  informs,  that 
Gen.  Gates's  army  at  Ticonderoga 
confifts  of  betVi/een  frve  and  6coo 
troops,  who  are  all  in  health  and  high 
fpirits ;  that  the  Canadians  wSre  dif- 
HiTeftcd  with  the  Britifii  troops,  and 
burnt  mojl  of  their  Ji ores'  M  67  fch/t's. 

Bcftcn,  May  22.  We  have  the  plea- 
fure  to  inform  oiir, readers,  that  the 
Honourable  Major  General  Gates  fent 
a  fmall  party  of  his  troops  to  difperfe 
a  large  body  of  thofe  troublefome  \'er- 
min,  called  Tories,  who  had  collefted 
tliemfelves  in  an  advantageous  part  of 
the  country,  in  Albany  county,  in 
order,  as  is  imagined,  to  oppofe  a 
few  of  the  free  Sons  of  Columibia, 
who,  as  they  foolifhly  thought,  were 
obliged  to  pafs  that  v/ay,  to  a  certain 
quarter,  v/hen  a  fkirmifh  enfued,  in 
which  tlie  abjeft  v/retches  (the  Tories) 
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had  6  killed,  many  wounded,  arid 
upwards  of  ^o  taken  prifoners.    -. 

Bofton,  May  27.  On  Thurfday  laft 
very  favourable  accounts  v/ere  received 

from  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians 

a  nation  that  has  been  long  and  aiTi- 
duoufly  tampered  with,  and  llirred 
up,  by  Britlih  agents,  to  commit 
thofe  barbarities  upon  us  which  the 
Englilh  nation  formerly  could  not  even 
ba;r  to  hear  of  without  being  llrack 
with  horror. 

Pro'vidence,  May  3.  A  few  days 
ago  a  Serjeant,  belonging  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  forces  on  Rhode-Iiland,  deferted 
from  thence,  and  arrived  here.  An 
Enfign  of  the  43d  regiment,  wa» 
taken  prifoner  at  the  fame  time. 

On  Tucfday  laft  three  foldiers  be- 
longing to  the  Continental  army^  viz. 
Robert  Key,  Peter  Nagle,  and  Richard 
Querry,  under  fentsnce  of  death  for 
attempting  to  defert  to  the  enemy, 
were  conduftcd  from  hence  under 
guard,  to  Coventry,  where,  on  Wed- 
nefday,  the  firft  mentioned  perfon, 
was  Ihot.  He  appeared  to  be  truly 
lenrd)le  of  the  enormity  of  his  cxinie, 
and  hoped  that  the  ignominious  death 
he  was  about  to  fuiier,  would  prevent 
others  from  deferting.  Nagie  and 
Querry  were  reprieved. 

Philadelphia,  May  3.  By  advices 
this  day  from  Eaft  Jerfies,  we  learn 
that  the  enemy  are  abandoning  Erunf- 
wick,  having  fent  fome  of  their  can- 
non and  llores  to  Staten-Ifland  5  and 
that  Cortland  Skinner  had  fent  all  his 
furniture  from  Am  boy  to  New- York. 
Sicknef^  amcngil  the  Hcfiian  foldiers, 
and  the  exceliive  fatigue  of  the  Bri- 
tlih,' is  faid  to  be  the  occafion  of  this 
manceuvre ;  however  that  may  be, 
we  have  another  inftance  of  Howe's 
declining  a  general  engagement  v/itli 
Wafliington. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Wajh- 

ijigton',   to  Cortgrefs,  dated  May   5, 

'777- 

"By  Major  T  hroop,  one  of  General 

Gates's  Aids  de  Camp,  and  v/ho  left 
i'llbany   on   Tuefday  laft,   I  am  in- 
formed. 
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formed,  the  accounts  of  Gen.  Carle- 
ton's  approach  towards  I'iconderoga 
were  premature.  He  fays  General 
Gates  received  a  letu-r  belore  he  came^ 
away  from  Brigadier  Gen.  Wayne,  of 
the  24th  u!t.  in  which  he  mentioned 
nothing  of  it.  That  three  thoufancl 
troops  "had  arrived  there  ail  in  high 
ipiiits  and  health,  except  nine  ;  and 
that  that  poll  cou'd  never  be  carried 
without  the  Ids  cf  much  blood." 

The  Honourable  the  Congrefs  have 
pr-omoted  Brigadier  General  Arnold, 
-'  to  the  rank  of  IV'Iajcr  General. 

Philadelphia,  May  14.  Yefterday 
arrived  the  brig  Sally,  Capt.  Stocker, 
in  eleven  weeks  upon  Nantz  in  France, 
with  ten  thoufand  ftands  of  fmail 
arms,  and  a  large  number  of  gun 
locks. 

Bcftnn,  April  l-  General  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  (vain  man  !)  on  the  15th 
uit.  iHued  another  injidious  Proclama- 
tion lengthening  out  the  day  of  grace 
to  the  rebellious  Americans,  &c.  for 
lix  weeks  longer. 

Brigadier  General  de  Coudray,  an 
engineer  of  reputation  in  the  French 
army,  and  a  Major  General  in  tlie 
American  army  are  arrived  here 
from  St.  Domingo,  in  a  ihip  laden 
with  closthing,  arms,  ammunition, 
Sec.  and  immediately,  in  company 
with  feveral  other  French  officers  (who 
were  paffengers  in  th.e  fame  vefiel) 
proceeded  to  General  Walliington's 
camp  m  Nev/  Jeriey. 

BcftG7i,  May  29.  On  the  i;th  of 
May,  five  large  veilels  arrived  at 
Charles-Town,  South-Carolina,  from 
Prance,  lad'.-n  with  all  forts  of  cloath- 
ing,  arms,  and  ammunition. 

^The  Randolph,  an  American  fri- 
gate of  3  E  guns,  and  fix  large  priva- 
teer brigan tines,  were  the  middle  of 
May  cruizing  on  the  coail  of  Carolina 
for  the  protedion  of  its  trade.  A  very 
confiderable  and  uninterrupted  com- 
merce had  been  carried  on  for  man)' 
months  from  the  .feveral  ports  of 
South  and  North  Carolina. 

The  Mercury,  a  large  French  Ihip 
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dilpatched  from  Nantz  to  New-Eng- 
land the  begi-.ining  of  February,  fafely 
landed  her  cargo,  of  arms,  ammuni-,. 
tion,  and-  cloaihing,  at  Portfmouth  in 
New  Hamp'liire.  \^5ke  Ifft  '  Portf- 
mouth the  5  th  of  yi/72e,  and  arriijed  at 
Kanfx,  the  hcgmnivg  of  July. '\ 

The  Amphitrite,  another  large 
French  fiiip,  after  a  paflage  of  90 
davs,  of  which  time  fiie  was  a  month 
beating  about  tlie  coart  of  America, 
vv'itliout  feeing  any  of  the  enemy's 
craizers,  arrived  tiiC  20th  of  April  at 
Portnnouth  in  New  Harnpihire.  The 
Amphitrite  affords  a  moft  encouraging 
and  important  fupply  of  arms,  &c. 
to  the  Americans.  Her  cargo  confifts 
of 

60  pieces  of  brafs  artillery,    with 
carriages,  and  every  other  necef- 
fary  compleat. 
I  o  tons  of  gunpowder. 
10,000  muikets  and  bayonets. 
Tents    and    camp     equipage    for 

15,000  men. 
And  a  veiy  large  quantity  of  blan- 
kets, lead,  ball,  &c. 
Twenty-four    experienced    French 
offices  of  the  Train,  and  Colonel  Con- 
v/ay  (from  the   French  fcrvice)  cams 
pailengers  in  the  Amphitrite. 

Bofton,  May  31.  Laft  Tuefday 
fe'enaight,  1 8  fnips,  2  fchooners  and 
floops,  having  on  board,  it  is  faid, 
zoco  troops,  left  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
ilood  up  the  Sound.  Next  day  tliey 
were  feen  pafling  Montauk,  ftanding 
to  the  Southward. 

Lail  Sunday  fe'ennight,  a  large 
number  of  men  of  war  and  traniports, 
with  a  number  of  ilat-bottom  boats, 
were  fccn  off  Huntingdon  and  Oyfter- 
Bay.  in  the  afternoon  they  went  into 
Huntingdon,  to  anchor.  On  Tuef- 
day fbllov/ing  ti"iree;  boats  left  the 
above  i'leet,  and  ^^:iQil  oil"  Wefterly 
fliore.  From  which  movements,  it 
is  conjectui-ed,  they  intend  making 
another  iittack  upon  fome  part  of  Con- 
necticut. 

An  intercepted  letter  from  a  Tory 
at  New-York,  to  his  wife  \n  the  Jer- 

fies. 
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fi?S  Tava,  *'  You  niuH  not  expedl  to 
fee  mc  th^i  fummer,  as  the  plnn  of 
going  to  Phikirlctphia  is  laid  aiide  for 
this  campaign." 

The  Ccngrcfs  h.ive  promoted  Col. 
Tedidiah  Hunting-don,  and  Col.  Jo- 
feph  Reed  to  the  rank  of  Brigndiers 
Genersi  in  the  Continental  r.nny. 

Ahb  Thomas  Conway,  Efq.  Knight 
of  the  order  of  St.  Louis  and  Colonel 
in  the  Irilh  bri^ndes,  in  the  fc-r\-ice  of 
the  King  of  France,  is  appointed  to 
the  fame  rank. 

A  perfon  was  !.:itcly  executed  at 
.Philadelphia,  for  attempting  to  f(.:duce 
from  their  duty,  three  of  the  Chevaux 
de  Frize  Pilots.  They  go^  fifty  half 
Johannes  from  him,  before  they 
lodged  an  information  againfi:  him. 
It  is  alledged,  that  he  was  employed 
in  tluo  bufmefs  by  Mr.  Galloway,  for- 
merly Speaker  of  the  Afisjmbly  of 
Peniriylvania, 
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Whitehall,  July  12,   1777 
ExtraSt  of  a  letter  /ro;n  General   Sir 

Willtam  Ho^ve  to  Lord  George   Get  - 

main,  dated  i.t  Neuo-Tork,  the  ^d  cf 

June,  1777. 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  numbers  3,  4, 
and  ^,  of  the  3d  of  March,  and  No. 
6,  of  the  5  th  following,  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  receive  by  Major  Balfour  on 
the  arrival  of  his  Majelty's  faip  Au- 
gtjfta  the  8th  of  May,  the  duplicates 
of  which  have  fmce  arrived  by  the 
Sandwich  packet.  The  earliefl:  op- 
portunity was  taken  of  fignifying  his 
Majeily's  moil  gracious  approbation 
of  the  behaviour  of  the  officers,  whofe 
names  are  particularized  by  your 
Lord  in  ip. 

The  arrivra!  of  the  camp  equipage 
on  the  24.th  of  May,  both  for  the  ar- 
my and  provincials,  has  relie\ed  me 
from  m.uch  anxiety,  being  ;:rticles 
greatly  wanted  for  tl\e  opening  of 
the  campaign,  which  will  nov/  im- 
mediately take  place  in  Jerfey,  where 
tho  enemy's  principa;  llrength  ftill 
^emai^s ;  and  1  iliali  proceed,  as  oc- 
currences may  arifo,  atcoruing  to  the 


plaji  made  known  to  yOur  Lordfhip 
iu  my  former  difpatches. 

The  remount  horfes  for  the  16th 
and  1 7  th  dragoons  are  arrived  in  good 
order,  with  the  lofs  of  ten  horfes  on 
the  pafiiige.  The  officers  of  the 
guards  and  Eritifh  recruits  alfo  arri- 
ved on  the  24th  of  May  the  Anfpach 
troops,  432  German  recruits,  and  51 
German  challcurs,  on  the  3d  inftant, 
convoyed  by  the  Sogierfet.  Thefe 
troops  appear  ta  be  in  very  good 
health,  and  hav:;  difembarked  upon 
Staten  Iiland  to  refrefh  for  a  fliort 
time. 

I  hax'e  the  pleafure  to  inform  your 
Lordinip  of  the  arrival  of  Major  Ge- 
neral Gray  in  the  Somerfct. 

Major  Dixon,  cf  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, who  has  his  Majelty's  leave 
to  return  to  Britain,  will  have  the 
honour  of  delivering  my  difpatches 
to  your  Lordlhip  by  the  Halifa.x 
packet ;  and  I  prefume  upon  the  ac- 
knowledged abilities  of  this  gentle- 
man, and  his  tliorough  knowledge  of 
the  fituation  of  the  country,  tojuftify 
rnc  in  referring  your  Lordlhip  to  him, 
for  the  moft  particular  as  well  as  ge- 
neral information. 

Admiralty  Office,  July    10,    1777. 

Extj  aSi  of  a  letter  from  Ftce  Admiral 

Lord Vf count  Hone  to  Mr.  Stephens, 

dated  off  Neuu  York,  the%th  of  June, 

THE  Nonfuch  arrived  here  the 
2^th  part,  and  the  Camel  and  Bute 
the  28th,  with  all  the  tranfports  ; 
three  excepted,  of  the  convoy  that 
failed  at  the  fame  time  from  Portf- 
mouth.  They  had  continued  under 
the  conduft  of  Capt.  Finch  of  the 
CameJion,  iince  the  6th  of  May,  the 
liis  and  Svvift  having  been  feparated 
on  the  pafl'age.  Two  of  the  miffing 
tranfports  came  in  a  few  days  before, 
and  tiie  third  a  few  days  after  Captain 
Finch.  But  the  liis  and  Swift  did 
not  arrive  till  the  7th  inilant. 

On  the  3d  inilant  Captain  Ourry 
arrived  in    t]ie   Soznerfet,    with  the 

tranfports 


( 

tranfports  he  had  in  charge  ;  bat  the 
Mercury  parted  company  the  third 
day  after  they  left  the  Britilh  coaft. 
The  troops  by  both  theie  convoys 
are  in  gcoJ  health. 

Capt.  Malbn  arrived  here  on  the 
7thinllant  in  the  Difpatch  with  the 
Springfield  and  two  more  tranfports, 
part  of  the  convoy  that  failed  from 
England  under  the  cliarge  of  Capt. 
Onflow,  As  the  feparation  liap- 
pened  when  they  v.'cre  not  more  tlum 
J  50  leagues  from  this  port,  the  ar- 
rival of  "the  St.  Albans,  with  the  reil 
or  the  tranfports,  may  be  daily  ex- 
peiTled. 

As  there  was  reafon  to  bclic\'e  it 
might  be  foon  re<]uifite  to  embark  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  army,  timely 
preparation  has  been  made  tor  that 
purpofe  :  and  as  my  attendance 
would  be  neceflary  with  the  tranf- 
ports in  confcquence,  I  have  recalled 
Commodore  Hothamfrom  the  Dela- 
ware to  direft  the  naval  operations, 
and  carry  on  the  current  fervice  uf 
the  port- 
Sir  George  Collier,  who  com- 
mands the  detachment  of  the  fqua- 
dron  at  Halifax,  will  be  artenri\e  to 
afford  dJl  poilible  proteftion  to  the 
fifhcrlesat  Canfo  andlfle  Madame. 

Tbe/ol'civitig  is  a  lift  of  ^vejjlli  /ei%id 
as  prizes,  and  of  re-captures  made 
hy  the  American  fquactroriy  beti.\icen 
the  \ft  of  January,  x^'j"] ,  and  the 
IzdofMay  folloiving,  according  to 
the  returns  reaiued  hy  the  'uice-ad?ni- 
ral  Lord  Vijcount  lio-we. 

Prizes  taken  by  the  Daphne. 
January  3  1 .  IVloore,  George;  Col- 
lis,  mailer,  from  Bofton  ;  in  ballaft. 
March  8.  Mary,  »ofeph  Hatch,  maf- 
ter,  from  Bolton  ;  in  ballait.  9,  Juno, 
George  Eldridge,  mailer,  from  St. 
Euftatia;  with  lalt.  12.  Sally,  de- 
ferted  by  the  people,  from  Nantz  ; 
with  gunpowder,  lead,  &C.  14  Ad- 
venture, William  Young,  ma:!er, 
from  St.  Croix ;  with  rum,  fait,  bales, 
&c.     28.  Cronelia  ar.d  Molly,  John 
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Lociil'.art,  mailer,  from  Alartinikjas; 
with  powder,  molaffcs,  and  failcioth. 
April  3,  N.iucy,  Jofeph  Bennet, 
mafler,  from  St.  Jvjil.itia;  with  runt, 
(alt,  and  dry  goods.  Ditto.  Ann, 
Charles  Buikley,  from  Martini^  m;. 
April  5.  Bolton,  William  Stevens, 
mailer,  from  Philadelphia ;  vviiU 
tobacco,  flour,  bread,  lumbc;r,  tai-, 
and  turpcnine. 

/Vy  the  Emerald. 
Feb.  12.  Two  Friends,  Thomas 
Cartwright,  mailer,  from  Bollon  ;-iii 
balhil.  14.  Pheni.v,  from  St.  Tho- 
mas ;  v/ith  38  guns  and  lalt.  Dltto. 
Betfey,  jofeph  Frith,  mailer,  from 
St.  Croix',  with  fait  and  powder. 
15.  Hope,  Ephraim  Bartlett,  mailer, 
fi-om  New  Engl.uid  ;  with  rum,  ib- 
gnr  and  molafles.  Feb.  19.  Ellha-, 
John  Gordon,  mailer,  from  Provi- 
dence in  Rhode  Idaud  ;  with  cafics 
and  fugaj-.  March  3.  Edward, 
Samuel  Arnold,  m after,  from  Baki- 
more,  with  bread  and  flour.  5.  Han- 
nah, Lot  Price,  mafter,  from  Ne.v 
England  ;  ia  ballail.  8.  Judith, 
Mark  Burnam,  mailer,  from  Vir- 
ginia; v/ith  flour  i:^.  D  >Iphia, 
Jonathan  Clark,  mailer,  from  Ma- 
deira ;  with  vv'ine.  17.  Charming 
Nancy,  Peter  Ba:hel,  mailer,  from 
Philadelphia  ;  with  flour.  10.  Two 
Sillers,  Renic.  Davis,  mailer,  from 
Cape  Ann;  iu  ballalt.  23.  iVIifflin, 
Henry  Marlhal,  xnaller,  from  Pcr:f- 
mouth.  New  England  ;  in  ballalt. 
Ditto  General  Mercer,  William 
Lewis,  mailer  from  Surinam;  with 
molafles,  powder  and  fugar.  April 
3.  Indullry,  John  Jaques,  mailer, 
from  Martinique;  with  fait,  medi- 
cines, &c.  4.  J'Viendlhip,  John  Gib- 
bons, mailer,  from  Curacca;  ia  bal- 
la'l  Ditto.  Friendlhip,  Nicholas 
Fioutvat,  mailer,  from  Virginia;  v/ith 
bread,  flour  aiid  tobacco.  15..  Ann, 
Francis  Robi.ns,  rr.aiber,  from  Balti- 
more; v.'lth  tobacco,  flour  ajidilaves. 
Ditto.  Sufanr-.-ih,  William  H'.;rn, 
mailer,  from  \'irginia  ;  with  tobacco 
ai'd   flour,       20.  Jlevenge,     Henry 

Lav/gi;;w, 
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Ln.wglcvv,  mafrer,  from  Guadaloupe ; 
with  rum,  bradv,  &€. 

Recapture  bf  the  Brune. 

Jan.  6.  Duntreall),  James  Creigh- 
ton,  mafter,  from  St.  AugiilHne ;  with 
lumber. 

Prizes  by  the  Bri'.ne. 

Jan.    18.    Lovely    Moriam,   Seth 
Ewill,  mafter,  frqmSt.  Eiiltatia;  with 
fait,    and  bale  o;oods.      :o,   Farir^er, 
jBenjamin  Datheil,  mailer,  from  Bal- 
timore ;     with  tobacco,   llives,     Szz. 
30.  William,  Will  am  RuiTel,  rnaf- 
ter,   from  N«vvbury  ;   with    bhibber 
and  fait.     Feb.  3.  Le  Jafon,  — Bay- 
onne,  mafcer,  from  Martinique  ;  with 
fait  and  merchandife.     4.  Difpatch, 
Nathaniel  Fair,  mailer,  from  Boiion  ; 
in   ballall.     9.    La   Tempete,    Jean 
Baptifte,     mailer,     from     Cayenne  ; 
with  wine,  fpirits,- canvas,  &c.  April 
14.    Winyav/,  Samuel  Barlow,  maf- 
ter, from   Bofton ;    in    ballait.      35. 
»Svviftfure,  John  Monro,  mailer,  from 
St.    Thomssj   with     rum    and    dry 
goods.     Ditto.    Le    Bien   Heureux, 
Gafp.  Giurlavd,  mafter,  from  Marti- 
nique ;    with  wine  and    dry    goods. 
21.  York,    from    Cape    P'ear  ;   with 
pitch  and  tar.     ^d.  Gratitude,  Fre- 
derick Lykmes,    from    Cape    Fear  ; 
with   turpentine.      Ditto.    Liberty, 
Abraham  Jones,    mafter,   from  "Wil- 
mington ;  in  ballait.       May   6.    La 
Marie     Frangoife,    Pafcal     Feibon, 
mafter,  from    Cape  Francois  ;   with 
fait,  brandy  and  viuw 

Recapture  iy  the  Phcenix. 
Jan.   2.     Ranger,    Jamei    Renown, 
mafter,  from  St.  Croi::. 

Prize'  by  Ditto. 
Jan.  8.  Fly  James  Wilfon,  mafter, 
from  Martinique ;  with  arms  and 
ammunition^  iz.  Rcj-al  George, 
Jere,  Burrov/s,  mafter,  from  Bermu- 
da; with  fait.  27.  Three  Friends, 
Samuel  Robins,  mafter ,yfrom  Bofton  ; 
with  10  hogflieads  of  fugar.  Ditto. 
Adventure,  Wiliir.m  Jones,  rnaiicr, 
from  Hifpaniola ;  with  fait.  Feb. 
17.  Molly,  Uriali  Atkins,  mafter, 
from  Bofton  ;  in  baliuft.     58.  Alt-x- 


andria,    Barnabas    Gardner,    mafter, 
from  Bedford  ;  with  30  hogflieads  of 
fug.ir.     27.    Nancy,  Ifaac     Taylor, 
mafter,  from   Senepuxen  ;  with  nine 
hogflieads  of  tobacco.        March    2. 
Ninety-two,    Jere.  Rogers,     mafter, 
from  Hifpaniola  ;  with  fait   and  dry 
goods.     8.    Betfey,     John    Church- 
v.^ard,  mafter,  from  North  Carolina; 
with  naval  ftores.      lo.   Wolf,  Simon 
Elliott,  mafter,   from    St.   Thomas  ; 
v/ith  iilt,  guns  and  dry  goods.  April 
13     Olive   Branch,  Aaron  Andrews, 
mafter,  from  Bofton  ;  in  baliaft.      22. 
Efther,  from  Dartmouth  ;  v/ith  fugar 
aiidrum,      23.  Betlev.  Georp-e  Shock- 
ley,     mafter,    from     Dartmouth ;    in 
baliaft.     28.  Billy  and   Mary,   John 
Burrows,    mafter.    from     Maryland; 
with  tobacco.     May5.Hettv,  Fran- 
cis Saltus,    mafter,     from     Charles 
Tov/n  ;  with  fait,  rice,   &c.     Ditto. 
Tv.'o   Schooners    chaced     on     ftiore 
about   five  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
Cape  Henry.     9.  Les  Graces,    Jean 
B.   Dufi'aut,    mafter,     from    Fort  au 
Prince  ;  vv'ith  fah,  fpirits  and   molaf- 
fes.      19.  Unknown,  deferted  by  the 
people  ;   with  rum  and  fait.      26.    A 
privateer  often  guns^  chaced  on  fliore 
to  the  fouthward  of  C;ipe  Henrv. 
By  the  Prefton. 
Jan.  20.  Batchelor,  vvilliam  Scon, 
mailer,  from  St.  Euftatia;  with  mm, 
fait  and  drv  poods.     24.  Good  In- 
tent,  John   Fmlayfon,  mafter,  from 
Cape    Fran9ois ;   with  rum,  fait  and 
dry  goods.        27.    Runfaft,     Nem. 
Somes,   mafter,     from   Pvlarblehead ; 
with  fait,   rum    and    fugar.     Ditto. 
Content,  Samuel  Gale,  mafter,  from 
"Marbiehead  ;  with  fait,    rum  and  fu- 
•gar.       3 1 .    Molly,    —    Humphrey, 
mafter,    from  Elk  river  ;   in  baliaft. 
Feb.  5.  Suppofed  to  be  the  Ranger, 
John  Sandford,  mafter,     from  Cape 
Francois ;   with    molaftes,    rum    and 
fait.     March    11;.  La  Rofe,    Auguf- 
tin  Coufter,   mafter,    from  Philadel- 
phia;   with    flour.       17.    Hanover, 
Uriah   Gardner,  mafter,  from  Nan- 
tucket ;    with   molalfes   and     fugar. 

29.  Polly 
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29'  i*olIy,  William  Gallop,    mafter, 
from  Philadelphia;  with  fiour. 
^j//,^^  Roebuck. 

Jan.  1.  Friendfhip,  Daniel  Rhods, 
from  Cape  Nicholas ;  with  molaHes 
and  fugar.  lo.  Peggy,  Alexander 
Thompfon,  from  Savannah  ;  with 
rice,  indigo  and  hides,  ii.  Adven- 
ture, Lawrence  Sandford,  malter, 
from  Cape  Nicholas ;  with  powder 
and  fail  cloth.  13.  Rofe,  Jofeph 
Coftin,  mailer,  from  Hifpaniola ; 
with  molafles  and  wine.  April  2. 
Defence,  Thomas  Pi:kering,  mafter, 
from  Charles-town,  South  Carolina ; 
armed  for  war.  20.  Turtle,  Natha- 
niel Robinfon,  mafter,  from  Eail 
Creek  ;  with  fence  rails. 

Pri%e  by  the  Pearl. 

Jan.  3.  A  ve.^el  from  Cape  Fran- 
cois ;  with  molafies  and  coffee. 
Recapture  hy  Ditto. 

Jan.   6.  Little   John,  from  Miffi  - 
fippi ;  with  lumber  and  ftaves. 
Prizes  by  the  Pearl. 

March  19.  Speedv/ell,  John  Bry- 
nen,  mafter,  from  Charles-town  j 
with  rice,  &c.  24.  Anna-Maria, 
Francis  Royland,  mafter,  from  Geor- 
gia ;  with  rice  and  indigo.  April  6. 
Willing  Maid,  Roger  Pye,  mafter, 
from  St.  Thomas's ;  with  fait,  rum, 
&c.  Ditto.  Harmony,  James  Briggs, 
mafter,  from  Surinam  ;  with  rum 
and  fugar.  Ditto.  Mary,  (French) 
from  Cape  Francois;  with  rum,  fu- 
gar and  molaHes.  March  21.  Bat- 
chelor,  —  on  fufpicion  of  piracy ;  one 
gun,  befides  uvivels  and  cchorns. 
April  21.  A  velTel,  name  unknown. 
25.  Small  floop,  —  Shaw,  mafter; 
with  Lidian  corn  and  wheat.  May 
29.  Chance,  John  Vcrder,  mafter, 
from  Philadelphia  ;  with  fiour  and 
bread. — Whaleboat,  John  M'Xenny, 
mafter,  from  Lewis,  to  look  out,  be- 
ing an  advice  boat.  ~A  veftel  with 
ilax  and  flax -feed. 

By  /^^Perfeus. 

Jan.  7.  Speedwell,  John  Hazard, 
mafter,  from  Georgia ;  with  rice, 
indigo  and  Ikins. 


Recaptur?  by  Ditto. 

Jan.   12.    Thomas,   Thomas   NI- 
cholfon,  mafter,  from  Jamaica;  with 
logwood,  fuftic  and  mahogany. 
Prizes  by  Ditto. 

Jan.  25.  Adventure,  Thomas  Ne- 
vell,  mafter,  from  St.  Thomas's ; 
with  wine  and  dry  goods.  Ditto. 
Union,  (French)  Jean  Collineux, 
mafter,  from  Martinique ;  with  bale 
goods. 

Recaptures  by  Ditto. 

Feb.  8.  Macarel,fromCork  ;  with 
provifions  for  the  army.  13.  Mar- 
quifs  of  Rockingham,  Ifaac  Pocock, 
mafter,  from  Briftol ;  with  dry 
goods. 

Prizes  by  Ditto. 

Feb.  20.  Adventure,  Williaii^ 
Coffin,  mafter,  from  Newberry  ;  with 
lumber.  March  i.  Champion,  Jo- 
feph Haflcil,  mafter,  from  Manchef- 
ter;  with  lumber.  April  5.  Nep- 
tune, Daniel  Van  Vorhus,  mafter^^ 
from  Philadelphia ;  with  flour,  hoops 
and  ftaves.  Ditto.  Sachem,  James 
Robinfon,  mafter,  from  the  Con- 
grefs ;  floop  on  a  cruize ;  armed  for 
war. 

By  the  Thames. 

April  12.  Raven,  Charles  Jen- 
kins, mafter,  from  Philadelphia.  24. 
Jemmy,  John  Lippitt,  mafter,  from 
Dcmarrata;  with  rum  and  fait.  25. 
Raleigh  privateer,  John  Barratt,  from 
Virginia,  li.  Liduitry,  Gabriel 
Sund,  mafter,  from  Baltimore  ;  with 
fiour. 

By  the  Camilla. 

Feb.  2S.  Ranger,  William  Davis, 
mafter,  from  St.  Lucia ;  in  ballaft. 
April  15.  A  vefl'el  unknown;  with 
rum,  molafl'es  and  fugar.  20.  A 
vefl'el  from  Cape  Nichola  ;  with  mo- 
lafl'es. 21.  Perfeft,  Etienne  Con- 
net,  mafter,  from  Cape  Nichola  j 
with  molafles.  25.  A  vefiel  un- 
known, from  South  Carolina  ;  with 
rum  and  rice.  26.  A  veflel  un- 
known ;  with  rum  and  rice. 
By  the  Chatham. 

Jan.  14.  Lucretia,  Jacob   Serley, 

G  g  Hiafter, 
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Hiafter^  from  Bourdeaux ;  with  fait-    Betfey, 
petre  and  falph  ur. 

By  the  Orpheus. 
Feb.    1 6.  Three   Friends,   Eenja- 
rnin  Cliffon,  mafter,  f/oni  South  Ca- 
rolina ;   with  rice,  indigo   and   dry 
goods. 

^v  the  Amaz'^n. 
Feb.  3.  Foiiune,  Andrew  Palmer, 


Jonathan  Tucker,  mo  Her, 
from  Salem ;  with  fugar  and  earthen 
ware.  15.  Betfey,  "john  Moody, 
mailer,  from  Bolton ;  with  oil  and 
fugar.  May  j  .» ,  Marinmne,  Mark 
Tov/el,  mafter,  from  Virginia  ;  with 
tobacco  and  flour. 


mailer,    from  St.    Thomas's ;    with 


By  the  Mermaid. 
Jan.  9.  Dartmouth,  James  Little- 


arms,  ammunition    and    dry  goods,     field,  mailer,  from  Bolton;  with lum 


Mar:t^  13.  A  vefl'el,  Samuel  Babe, 
mailer,  from  Stonington  ;  with  fa!t, 
fugar  and  rum.  14.  Oliver,  John 
Buikley,  mailer,  from  St.  Thomas's  ; 
with  fugar  and  rum.  April  7.  Tryal, 
Jof  Bafs,  mailer,  from  Philadel- 
phia ;  wich  flour,  iron.  Heel  and 
ilarch. 

By  the  Juno. 
Feb.  \Q.    Chance    (mailer  dead) 


bar.     April   i.   Clarifla,   Noah  Mil- 
lar, mailer,  from  St   EuHatia  ;   with 
fait.      15.  Efcape   Benjamin  Weeks, 
mailer,  from  Maryland  ';  with  flour. 
B.ecapiure  by  Ditto. 

April  19.  Experiment,  taken  by 
the  Lyon  privateer  of  Egg  Harbour  ; 
with  coals. 

Prizes  by  Ditto, 

April  19.  Hazard,  run  aihore  and 


from  Hiipaniola  ;  with  mofefles,  cof-     dellroyed   by   the  above   privateeer 

fee    and    rum.     March   11.    Hero,     laden  with   oats.     Ditto.  Lyon  pri- 

James  Latham,  mafler,    from    New 

London  ;   with  horfes    and    lumber. 

Ditto.  A  velfel,  laden  with  rum  and 

molafles. 

By  the  Unicorn. 
Jan.  II.  Othello,  George  Dunbar 
Sweet,  mailer,  from  Havannah ;  in 
ballall  15.  Savage,  Nath.  Atkin, 
mailer,  from  Bollon  ;  with  fugar,  rum 
and  m.ahogany.  Ditto.  Smack, 
John  Leighton,  mailer,  from  Bofton  ; 
with  fugar,  rum,  lilh.  Sec.  16.  Na- 
by,  Stephen  Atwood,  mailer,  from 
Chatham;  in  baliall.  19.  William, 
Peter  Bontacon,  from  New  Haven  ; 
with  flax  feed. 

Recapture   by  Ditto. 

14.  Thomas,   Oliver  Read, 

from  Liverpool ;  with   pro- 


Feb. 

mailer, 
vifions. 


Prizes  hy  Ditto. 
Feb.  16.  Sally,  John  Sandford, 
mailer,  from  Dyton ;  with  onions, 
potatoes,  cheefe  and  fugar.  Mar:h 
4.  Happy  Couple,  David  Lawrence, 
mailer,  from  South  Carolina ;  with 
rice  and  indigo.  7.  Olive,  Johial 
Tinker,  mafter,  from  Cape  Fran- 
cois i  with  fait  and  mciafles.      14. 


laden  with 
vateer. 

By  the  Merlin. 

April  19.^  Difpatch,  R.  Collings 
Harding,  mafl:er,  from  Bollon  ;  with 
lumber,  fugar  and  oil.  23.  induf- 
try,  Jacob  Allen,  mailer,  from  Win- 
yaw  ;  with  rice  and  pitch.  25.  Pol- 
ly, Alexander  Englilh,  mailer,  from 
Newberry  ;  with  lumber. 
By  the  Senegal. 

May  22.  General  Mercer,  R.  M. 
Richardfon,  mafter,  from  Raphan- 
nock  ;  with  tobacco. 

By  the  Lark. 

April  5.  Sophia,  Jofeph  Caney, 
mafter,  from  Mariegalante  ;  with 
piece  goods,  wine  and  colfee.  17. 
Lady  Wafliington,  William  Preflon, 
mailer,  from  Newberry ;  in  bal- 
lall. 

Recapture  by  Ditto. 

April  23.  Friendlhip,  a  Quarter- 
mailer  from  the  Emerald  floop,  maf- 
ter, (being  a  prize  to  the  faid  Ihip, 
and  retaken  by  the  Rebels)  from  Vir- 
ginia ;  with  tobacco  and  flour. 
Prizes  hy  the  Diamond. 

Ditto.  Succefs,  John  Langden, 
mailer,   from    Salem ;    with    fugar. 

Prizes 


C      2 

Prizes  h-;the  Diamond  and  Greyhound. 

April  5.  Polly,  Cliarles  Colehan, 
mailer,  from  St.  Eullatia;  vvithmo- 
lailes,  {;\lt,  coffee  and  cordage.  12. 
Titnoleon,  Jofeph  Blaid,  mailer, 
from  Bourdcaux;  with  lead  and  bale 
goods.  I  8.  Polly,  from  St.  Lucia  ; 
with  molafle3,  colTes,  &:c.  21.  Suc- 
cefs,  from  Borton  j  with  potatoes,  In- 
dian corn,  &c.  28.  Paris,  from 
Guadalupe  ;  with  arm:;,  ammunition 
and  warlike  Itores.  Ditto.  A  vefiel 
from  Newberry  ;  with  fuear.  Ditto. 
Ditto,  with  lumber  and  lifli.  Ditto. 
Juno,  from  Old  York  ;  witli  lumber. 
Ditto.  Savage,  from  Marblehead ; 
with  fifh.  Ditto.  Betfy,  from  South 
Carolina  ;  with  rice,  tar  and  indigo. 
30.  Tayron,  from  South  Carolina  ; 
with  rice,  pitch,  &c.  May  2.  Ber- 
fheba,  fi-om  Bofton  ;  with  lumber, 
pitch,  tar,  &c.  1 1 .  Hannah  ;  with 
molafles,  fait,  linen  and  cordage. 
Prizes  ty  the  Diamond  and  Unicorn. 

IVIay  13.  Tryal,  H.  Archer,  maf- 
ter  ;  with  flour. 

By  the  Falcon. 

Jan.  19.  A  vcuel  ;  in  ballaft.  22. 
Seaflower,  Thomas  Cocker,  m.after  ; 
with  fait,  molafles,  &c.  May8.  In- 
duftry,  Jacob  Godwin,  mailer,  from 
,New  London;  with  lumber  and 
horfes.  12.  Charter  Street,  Andrew 
Rogers,  mailer,  from  St.  Euilatia  ; 
with  fait  and  6.i-y  goods.  April — 
A  velTel  from  St.  Lucia;  with  coffee, 
molaiies,  &c 

By  the  Galatea. 

Jan.  6.  Good  Intent,  David 
Burch,  from  Baltimore;  with  flour, 
bread,  cVc.  13.  Bold  Defiance,  Wil- 
liam Taylor,  mailer,  from  Virginia  ; 
Avith  flour,  bread,  &c.  Feb.  3.  Su- 
fannah,  Tef.  M'Kenfie,  from  South 
Carolina  ;  with  rice.  Ditto.  Baker, 
Zeb.  Bapfon,  mafier,  from  Newber- 
ry;  with  molafles  and  cordage.  6. 
Revenge  privateer,  Samuel  Fowlis, 
mailer,  from  Martinique  ;  with  can- 
vas and  v.'oollens.  13.  Family  Fa- 
der, B.  Wain  Wright,  mafier,  from 
South  Carolina ;  with  rice,  indigo 
and   corn.      Ditto.   E^gle,   George 
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Johnfon,  mafier,  from  St.  Euflatia  ; 
with  gunpowder,  fait  and  dry  goods. 
14.  Mermaid,  George  Bi (hop,  rrtaf- 
ter,  from  CapeFran9ois;  with  molaf- 
{&%,  fugar  and  dry  goods.  23.  A 
velTel,  Thomas  Yates,  mailer,  from 
Virginia.  March  12.  Difpatch,  John 
Hutchins,  mailer,  from  Maryland; 
with  Indian  corn.  19.  Good  "Intent. 
Nath.  Bethel,  mailer,  from  North 
Carolina;  with  Indian  corn.  2). 
Vv''aihington,  D.  Livingilon,  mailer, 
from  Philadelphia ;  with  flour  and 
lumber.  Ditto.  Peggy,  Jonn  Cock- 
ran,  mailer,  from  North  Carolina; 
With  Indian  Corn.  April  2.  Friend- 
fhip,  William  Bateman,  mailer,  from 
Salem;  with  lumber  and  fpars.  i8« 
Alilon,  William  Thompfon,  mailer, 
from  South  Carolina;  with  rice, rum, 
tea  and  fait.  2 1 .  Fran9ois,  (letter 
of  marque)  Thomas  Baker,  mailer, 
from  St.  Euilatia  ;  with  fait. 
By  the  Galatea. 
April  24.  Molly,  Benjamin  Cox, 
maflier,  from  South  Carolina;  with 
rice,  pitch,  &c.  Ditto.  Proteus, 
William  Proby,  mailer,  from  St. 
Croix  ;  with  rum,  fugar  and  molaf- 
fes.  25.  Dove,  Abraham  Toppen, 
mailer,  from  Winyaw ;  with  rice, 
pitch  and  turpentine.  26.  John, 
Chriilopher  Vy'"orth,  mailer,  from 
Nantucket;  with  fugar.  28.  Phoenix, 
Eliiha  CofHn,  mailer,  from  Nan- 
tucket ;  with  fugar  and  oil. 
By  the  Sphynx. 

March  27.  Minerva,  Jof  Dean, 
mafter,  from  Surinam;  with  molaf- 
fes,  coftee,  &c. 

Recapture  by  the  Milford. 

Feb.  23.  Elizabeth,  from  Liver- 
pool ;  with  dry  goods. 

Prizes  ^y  Ditto. 

March  9.  Two  Siilers,  from  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  with  molofl'es.  26. 
Cabot  privateer,  —  Olney,  mailer, 
from  New  England.  Bella,  from 
Nova  Scotia  ;  with  lumber. 

Recapture  hy  the  Liverpool. 

Jan.  2.  Providence,  William  Pen- 
terick,  mafter,  from  Cork  ;  with  pro- 
vifions, 

G  g  2  Vejfds 
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Vejfels  feized  or   deflro^ed  in  the  lajt 
jeaVf  but  not  included  in  the  return  of 
^\ J}  of  December t    \-]j6,  no  account 
cf  them  being  then  recei'ved. 

1776.     Prizf.s  by  the  Phcenix. 
December    31.     York,       Samusl 
Talman,    mafier,  from    Demararaj 
with  rum. 

By  the  Experiment. 
December  7.  Polly,   Robert  Nel- 
fon,  mailer,    from  North    Carolina  ; 
with  bees  wax  and  ftaves. 
By  the  Chatham. 
December  18.  Betty,  James  Sut- 
ton, mailer,  from  Cape  Breton ;   in 
ballaft. 

By  the  Cerberus, 
December     29.     Succefs,      Giles 
Fierce,  mailer,    from  Charles-town  ; 
with  rice,  indigo  and  leather. 
Recapture  by  Ditto. 
Dec.   29.  Ditto.    Betty,    J.  Brice, 
mailer,  from  Jamaica  ;  with  rum. 
Prizes  by  Ditto. 
December    11.     Lyon,     Ladwlck 
Champlain,  mailer,   from  New  Lon- 
don ;    with  liorfes,  <S:c.      12.  Lyon, 
ifaac    Harlow,  mailer,    from     Dart- 
mouth ;  with  fugar,  rum  and  molaf- 
fes. 

By  the  Falcon. 
Dec.  18.  A  vefiel  unknown  ;  down 
the  Delaware.  19.  Ditto  ;  with  oil. 
3  I .  Kitty,  Samuel  Nichols,  mailer, 
from  Cape  Fran9ois  ;  with  molalTes, 
rum  and  dry  goods. 

By  the  Liverpool. 
Auguft   12.    Swan;    with   Indian 
corn.      I  3.  Charming  Sally,  deferted 
by  the    people  ;  with  mulalies  and 
rum. 

1776.  Recaptures  ly  Ditto. 
Aug.  13.  Nevs,  Edward  Coffin, 
mailer,  from  Nevis  ;  with  rum  and 
fugar.  Ditto.  Devonfliire,  Wil- 
liam Filher,  mailer,  from  Antigua  ; 
with  rum  and  fugar. 

Prize  by  Ditto. 
Sept.  1 2 .  Warren ,  William  B urke, 
mailer,  from  Marblehead. 

By  the  Hope  and  Diligence. 
Odl.   3.    General  Gates,     Jofaua 
Stone,  mailer. 


By  the  Galatea. 
Dec.  12.  Neptune,  Thomas  Mun- 
ro,  mailer,  from  Surinam ;  with  mo- 
laiTes,  cocoa  and  fugar.     15.  Fame, 
Nathaniel    Bernard,     mafier,    from 
Harbour    Wand;    with     fait.       16. 
Lovely,   Benjamin    Jenkins,   mailer, 
from  Cape  Nichola  ;   with  molalTes » 
20.  Peggy,   Edward  North,  mailer, 
from    South  Carolina  ;   with  indigo. 
25.  Betfy,  James  Lampheer,  mailer, 
from  New  London  ;  with  lumber  and 
proviiions.     Dirto.    Buckfkin   priva- 
teer,  Jofeph    Handy,    mailer,    from 
Maryland.      30.    Union,   Eba  ^¥a- 
ters,    mafter,    from   New    London ; 
with  lumber  and  flock. 
By  tie  Erune. 

July,  Harlem ;  with  powder, 
arms,  &c. 

Total  number  of  captures     203 

Recaptures  1 5 

HOWE. 

Plymouth,  July  8.  This  afternoon 
tlie  Experiment,  with  the  Ihips  and 
veflels  under  her  convoy,  /ailed  out  of 
the  Sound. 

Portfmouth,  fuly  9.  Yeflerday  the 
Brillol,  with  her  convoy,  failed  from 
St.  Helen's  for  New- York. 

[^London  Gazette, 


Suhflance  cf  prinjate  letters  brought  by 
the  Halifax  packet,  nvhich  brought 
the  preceding  letters  from  Lord  and 
Gen.  Honfjc,  and  left  New-York  on 
the  Cjth  offline. 
Ext  rati  of  a  letter  from  an  Officer  of 
the  l']th  regiment,  dated  Anihoy, 
May  14. 

"  The  men  of  war  and  frigates  on 
the  American  llation  have  had  fur- 
prifmg  fuccefs.  The  officers  of  the 
navy  have  all  the  pront,  but  we  have 
the  trouble.  Several  of  the  Captains 
of  the  men  of  war  have,  it  is  faid, 
cleared  upwards  of  10, cool.' 

"  His  Majelly  has  been  pleafed, 
in  a  letter  from  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine  to  Sir  William  Howe,  to  return 
his  thanks  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  and 
the  troops  under  his  command,  for 
their  good  behaviour   on  the  march 

after 
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after  the  rebels  through  the  Jerfeys  ;  by    the   fcveral   oflicers,    render  the 

to  Col.  Harcourt  for  his  fpirited  be-  prefent  flate,  as  well  as  future  prof- 

haviour  in  taking  Lee  ;  to  our  gal-  peft   of  affairs,    extremely   diliigrce- 

lant  Col.    Mav/hood  for  his  bravery  able,  dilrrefling,  and  perplexing ;  in- 

and  good  conduft  on  the  3d  of  ja-  fomuch,  that  lome  perfons  fay,  tliey 


nuary,  and  to  all  the  regiments  under 
his  command,  but  in  a  particular 
manner  to  the  17th. 

"  Mr.  Walhington  has  declared, 
he  will  not  give  up  any  more  prifoners, 
although  an  exchange  was  agreed 
upon  ;  and  Gen.  Howe,  relying  on 
his  word,  gave  up  2200  mere  of  liis 
people  than  he  had  of  ours,  expeding 
he  Vk'ould  return  that  number,  if  he 
Ihould  chance  to  take  any  of  our  men ; 
but  now  he  pofitively  refufes  to  ex- 
change any  private  men." 


wifli  af/jr  other  ofiicer  had  the 
It  is  further  faid,  that  the  fubnltern 
officers  have  no  con  fidence  in  his  judg- 
ment ;  the  general  officers  fay  he  is 
indolent,  atvends  to  p!eafure  more 
than  bufmefs,  &c.  &c.  and  a  thoufaiid 
fuch  rumours,  and  opinions  are  in 
conilant  circulation    throughout   the 


of  the  27t!i 


army. 

A  letter  from  New-Yorl 

of  May,  fays.  General  Howe  is  gone 

into  Jerfey,  and  has  taken  the  greatell 

part  of  his  army  with  him.     His  r^o- 

Extraa  of  a  letter  from  a  Ge7itle?nan     tive  is  fi'.ppofcd  to  be,  to  bring  off  Lord 


at  Perth  Amhoy,  dated  June  5. 

"  No  movement  has  yet  been  made. 
General  Howe  is  drawing  moft  of 
the  troops  into  the  Jerfeys.  1  he  re- 
bels feem  determined  to  difpute  every 
point  with  us,  fo  that  we  lliall  have 
warm  work  of  it.  This  part  of  the 
army  has  been  encamped  liere  for  a 
fortnight." 

Other  letters  fay,  that  on  the  9th 
of  June  Sir  William  Howe  was  flill 
at  Nev.'-York  ;  but  that  the  next  dav 
(the  loth)  part  of  the  army  vv'ere  10 
embark  ;  and  it  v/as  thought  that  the 
whole  army  would  be  in  motion  in  the 
field  by  the  14th.  Mv.  V/afhlngton 
feems  preparing  to  leave  Jerfey,  in 
order  to  cover  Philadelpliia ;  which 
General  Hov/e  is  informed  the  Ame- 
ricans mean  to  defend.  He  does  not 
know  the  number  of  Mr.  Waihing- 
ton's  army,  but  apprehends  it  to  be 
confiderable. 

There  are  private  letters  by  the 
packet,  which  fay,  that  an  embarka- 
tion of  about  I  COG  men  was  made  the 
2d  of  June,  and  failed,  but  it  is  not 
known  where.  That  die  grand  ex- 
pedition was  preparing  when  the 
packet  failed.  That  there  are  dif- 
agreements  and  fadtions  in  the  army  ; 

that  the  reports  concerning , 

and  the  opinions  entertained  of  him 


Cornwallis,  who  begins  to  be  clofelv 
preiTed  by  Mr.  Walhington  on  ail 
lides. 

Another  letter  from  New  York, 
dated  June  1,  fays,  it  is  given  out, 
that  Major  Dixon  is  going  home  on 
his  private  affairs.  But  this  is  only 
the  olleniible  realbn  :  the  true  reafcn 
is,  it  is  to  make  room  for  Mr.  Mon- 
trefor;  General  Howe  likes  Mr. 
Montrefor  better;  and  he  is  to  be 
Chief  Engineer  in  tlie  room  of  Mr. 
Dixon. 

[When  tlie  laft  officer  who  came 
from  New- York,  had  the  honour  ot 
a  conference  with  tiie  King,  his  Ma- 
jelty  afked,  "  Hov/  happened  it,  that 
General  Wafliington  i'eemed  always. 
to  have  intelligence  of  what  General 
Howe  was  about,  and  General  Howe 
to  know  fo  little  of  General  Wafhine- 
ton  r"  "  Sir,  faid  the  officer,  it  is 
net  owing  to  any  negledl  in  General 
Howe,  but  to  every  man  in  America 
being  General  Howe's  enemy.  This- 
aniwer,  is  laid  to  have  made  a  greater 
imprellion  upon  his  Majelly's  mind, 
than  any  ether  circumitance  wdiat- 
ever.J 

Another  letter  brought  by  the 
packet  fays.  That  Philadelphia  is  too 
llrong  to  be  attempted  on  any  fide. 
T.h.at   Mr.   Wailungton  has  removed 

from 
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from  Morris-Town  to  Boundbrook. 
Mr.  Howe  does  not  know  with  what 
intention  ;  but  h.ys,  he  is  ported  in 
fo  ftrong  a  manner,  and  fo  ftro.agly 
entrenched,  he  does  not  chufe  to  at- 
tack him.  Mr.  Wafhington  is,  by 
his  new  pofition,  between  eight  and 
nine  miles  nearer  to  New-York.  That 
Lord  Cornwallis  is  acting  upon  the 
defcnfi-ve  in  Jerfey ;  it  is  true,  he 
has  got  poflcirion  of  Tome  of  the  heights 
near  Brunfivick,  but  the  enemy  are 
fo  flrong  in  that  neiglibourhood,  Mr. 
Howe  mull  do  fomething  to  afford  a 
feafonable  relief  to  Lord  Cornwallis. 


Extra£l  of  a  letter  fro?n  Nc-iv-Tork, 
'    hy  the  Salijliiry,  Mafon,  arrived  at 

Corke,  dated  yune  18. 

' '  General  Howe  is  gone  to  Brunf- 
wick,  where  the  army  are  now  en- 
camped, except  thofe  left  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  and  ifiand,  which 
have  taken  poll;  bet\veen  King's- 
bridp-e  and  Fort  Kniphaufen,  and 
confill  of  two  brigades  of  Heffians, 
two  brigades  of  Britifh,  and  two 
thoufand  Provincials,  under  command 
of  Genera!  Kniphaufen.  But  General 
Pigot  hr.s  the  ccmr.iand  in  New- York 
city.  Tile  Conneclicut  rebels  under 
Arnold,  He  in  the  White  Plains,  at 
the  diitance  of  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles. 

So  great  a  fcarcity  is  there  of  frefii 
provifions  at  New- York,  that  a  milch 
cow  was  on  the  14th  of  June  pur- 
chafed  by  an  officer  of  diftinftion  in 
the  army  there,  at  the  mudc-atc  price 
of  tiilrty  guineas.  An  egg  is  fold  for 
one  lliiHing. 

By  the  Pole,  wliich  arrived  at  Li- 
verpool, July  20,  from  New- York, 
"jvhich  fhe  left  on  the  z^th  of  June, 
advice  was  received,  that  eleven  thou- 
fmd  men  unucr  General  Wafnington 
were  entrenched  at  Bound  Brook,  and 
liad  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  with 
twelve  boats  on  carringcs,  for  paffing 
the  rivers  ;  and  that  three  thoufand 
men  under  General  Putnam,  were 
polled  nearer  Prince-Town.      Thefe 


polls  General  Howe  reconnoitred  :  he 
left  Brunfwick  on  the  15  th  of  June, 
and  marched  within  four  miles  of  Ge- 
neral V/aihington's  camp;  he  re- 
mained in  that  fituation  four  days .  On 
the  2  0Lh,  he  ordered  the  tents  to  be 
ftruck,  and  to  the  furprize  of  every 
one,  ordered  the  arm.y  to  wheel  and 
march  back  to  Brunfwick.  And  im- 
mediately every  thing  was  prepared  to 
embark.  [The  plan  was  to  gain  fome 
advantage  over  Mr.  Wafhington  be- 
fore tlie  attempt  was  made  upon  Phi- 
ladelphia; but  Mr.  W.  being  llrono-er 
than  was  expefted,  that  part  of  the 
plan  has  mifcarried,  and  General 
Howe  obliged  to  proceed  to  his  next 
operation,  leaving  Mr.  W,  in  full 
force.] 


The  following  is  an  Ordinance  of  ths 
Convention  of  Nenjj-Tork,  for  fet- 
tling the  ne--w  Form  of  Government 
of  that  State. 

King  ft  on.  May  8,  I  777. 
Whereas,  until  fuch  time  as  the 
Conftitution  and  Government  of  this 
State  (hall  be  fully  organized,  it  is 
necelfary  that  fome  perfons  be  veiled 
witli  ponxser  to  provide  for  the  fafety 
of  the  fame  : 

Therefore  refolved,  That  John  Mo- 
rn Scott,  Pvobert  R.  Livingfton, 
ChrlftopherTappen,  Abraham  Yates, 
Jan.  Governor  Morris,  Zephaniah 
Piatt,  John  Jay,  Charles  De  Witt, 
i-iobert  Harpur,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,. 
Matthew  Cantine,  John  SJofs  Ho- 
bert,  and  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  appointed  a  Council  of 
Safety,  an  din  veiled  with  all  the  powers 
neceiiary  for  the  fafety  and  preferva- 
tion  of  tlie  State,  until  a  meeting  of 
the  Leglflature  :  Provided  that  the 
executive  powers  of  the  State  fhall  be 
veiled  in  the  Governor,  as  foon  as  he 
lliall  be  chofen  and  admitted  into  of- 
fice ;  previous  to  v/hich  admiflion, 
fuch  Governor  fhall  appear  before  the 
faid  Council,  and  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance. 
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legiance,  and  alfo  tlie  following  oath  VoIkeitP.  Douw  be  Firll  Judge;  and 
of  office,  to  be  taken  by  the  Gover-  Jacob  C,  Ten  Eyck,  Abraham  Ten 
nors  and  Lieutenant  Governors  of  this  Broeck,  Henry  Bleecker,  Walter  Li- 
State,  to  wit,  vingilon,  and    John  iJ.  Ten  Eyck, 
"1                               by  the  fufFrage  the  other  Judges  for   the  county  of 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  State  of  New-  Albany;  and  that  Henry  J.  Wendell 
York,  according  to  the  laws  and  con-  be  Shcrift',  and  Leonard  Ganlevoort, 
ftituticn  of  the  laid  State,  elefted  to  Clerk   of    the    faid    county.       That 
ferve  the  good  people  thereof,  as  their  Ephraim  Paine   be    firft  Judge,  and 
do  here,  folemnly,  Zcphaniah  Piatt,  and  An.hony  HofF- 
in  the  prefence  of  that  almighty  and  man,  the  other  Judges,  for  the  county 
eternal  God,  before  whom  I  Ihall  one  of   Dutchcfs ;    and  that    Meldafton 
day  anlwer  for  my  conduft,  covenant  Smith  be  Sherifl",  and  Henry  Livirig- 
and  promife   to  and  with  the  good  fton,   Clerk  of  the  faid  county.    That 
people  of  the  State  of  New- York,  that  Lewis  Morris  be  Firit  Judge  ;  Stephen 
I  will  in  all  things,  to  the  beft  of  my  Ward,  Jofeph  Strang,  and  Jonathan 
knowledge  and  ability,  faithfully  per-  G.  Tompkins,  the  other  Judges  for 
form  the  truft,  fo  as  aforefaid  repofed  the  county  of  Weil-Chefter;  and  John 
in   me,  by  executing    the  laws,  and  I'liomas  be  Sherift";  and  John  Bai-tow, 
maintaining  the  peace,  freedom,  ho-  Clerk  of  the  faid  county.     That  Levi 
Kour,    and  independence  of  the  laid  Pav/ling  be  Firft  Judge,  and  Dirck 
State,    in   conformity  to  the  powers  Wynckhoop,  jun.  the  other  Judge  for 
unto  me  delegated  by  the  ConlHtu-  the  county  of  Ulller;  and  that  Egbert 
tion ;  and  I  pray  God  fo  to  preferve  Dumond    be    Sheriff,    and    George 
2nd  help  me,  when  in  my  extremeft  Clinton,  Clerk  of  the   faid  county. 
necefTityl  fliall  invoke  his  holy  name,  That  be  Firlt 
as  I  do  keep  this  my  facred  oath  and  Judge,  and 

declaration."  the  other  Judges   of  the   county   of 
And  whereas  the  appointment   of    Tryon ;  and  that  Anthony  Van  Vegh- 

officers  in  this  State,  is  by  the  Con  Hi-  ton  be  Sheriff,  and 


tution  thereof  vefted  in  the  Governor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of 
a  Council  of  Appointment,  v/hich 
doth  not,  and  cannot  exift,  until  after 


Clerk   of    the    faid   county.      That 

be  Firft  Judge, 
,  the  other 
Judges  of  the  county  of  Orange ;  and 


an  eleftion  of  Reprefentatives  in  the  that  Jefle  Wocdhull  be  Sheriff,  and 

Senate  and  Affembly.  ,  Clerk  of  the 

And  whereas  many  of  the  faid  of-  faid  county.     That  V/illiam  Duer  be 

ficers  are  neceffary,  not  only  for  the  Firft    Judgd ;    John    Williams    and 

immediate  execution  of  the   laws  of  William  Marfn,  the  other  Judges  foi 

this    State,    and   the  diftribution    of  the  county  of  Chai-lotte;    and   that 

juftice,    but  alfo  for  the  holding  of  Edward  Savage  be  Sheriff,  and  Ebe- 

fuch  elections  aforefaid.  nezer  Clarke^  Clerk  of  the  faid  county. 

Therefore  refolved.  That  the  fol-  That                                         be  Firlt 

lowing  perfons  be,  and  they  hereby  Judge  ;                                      the  other 

are  appointed  within  this  State,  by  Judges  of  the  county  of  Cumberland; 

authority  of  the  fame,  to  v/it.  That  and  that  Paul    Spooner    be    Sheriff, 


Robert  R.  Livingfton  be  Chancellor  ; 
John  Jay,  Chief  Juftice ;  Robert 
Yates  and  John  Slofs  Hobart,  Puifnc 
Judges ;  and  Egbert  Benfon,  Attor- 
jipy   General   of  this  State.      That 


and  '  ,  Clerk  of  the 

faid  county.     And  that 

be  the  Firft  Judge,  and 

the  other  J  uuges  fcr  the 
county  of  Glouceller;  and  that  Na- 
thaniel 
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thaniel  Merril  be  SherifF,  and 

Clerk  of  the  faid 
county*. 

And  further  refolved,  That  each 
and  every  of  the  perfons  herein  before 
appointed,  do,  before  the  Council  of 
Safety  aforefaid,  or  fuch  perfons  as 
ihall  be  by  them  appointed,  take  and 
fubfcribe  the  following  oath  of  alle- 
giance, to  wit, 

"I  do  folemnly 

fwear  and  declare,  in  the  prefence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will  bear  true 
iaith  and  -allegiance  to  the  State  of 
New- York,  as  a  good  fubjeft  of  the 
faid  State  ;  and  will  do  my  duty  as 
fuch  a  fubjeft  ought  to  do." 

And  farther,  That  every  of  the  ju- 
dicial ofiicers  above-mentioned,  do, 
before  he  take  upon  him  the  exercife 
of  his  ofHce,  make  the  following  oath, 
in  manner  above-mentioned  .- 

<'  I  do  folemnly 

Avear  and  declare,  in  the  prefence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will,  to  the 
bell  of  my  knowledge  and  abilities, 
execute  the  office  of  within 

the  State  of  New- York,  according  to 
the  Laws  and  Conftituticn  of  the  faid 
State,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  and 
independence  thereof,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  libert;/,  and  the  di- 
ftribution  of  juftice  among  the  fubjedls 
of  the  faid  State,  without  fear,  fa- 
vour, partiality,  aiFedion  or  hope  of 
ward." 

And  alfo  that  every  of  the  Sheriffs 
herein  before  named,  do,  before  he 
exercife  his  faid  office,  take  in  like 
manner,  the  following  oath,  to  wit, 

'c  I  Sheriff  of  tiie 

county  of  do  folemnly 

fwear  and  declare,  in  the  prefence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  v.-ili  in  all 
things,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge 
and  ability,  do  my  duty  as  Sheriff  of 
the  iaid  county,  according  to  the  Laws 


and  Conllitution  of  this  State  of  NeW- 
York,  for  the  furtherance  of  julHce, 
and  in  fupport  of  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  faid  State,  and  of  the 
fubjefts  thereof." 

And  that  every  of  the  Clerks  herein 
before  named,  do  in  like  manner, 
take  the  following  oath,  to  wit, 

"  I  Clerk  of 

do  folemly  fwear  and  declare,  in  the 
prefence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I 
will  jultly  and  honeftly  keep  the  re- 
cords and  papers  by  virtue  of  my  faid 
office  of  Clerk  committed  unto  me, 
and  in  all  other  things  to  the  bell  of 
my  knowledge  and  underfcanding, 
faithfully  perform  the  duty  of  my  faid 
office  of  Clerk,  without  favour  or 
partiality." 

And  whereas  it  will  be  proper  that 
all  officers  within  this  State,  be,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  appointed,  in  the 
mode  for  that  purpofe  prefcribed  by 
the  Conllitution  : 

Therefore  refolved,  that  all  and 
lingular  the  officers  herein  before  ap- 
pointed, lliall  refpeflively  hold  their 
offices,  according  to  the  tenure  of 
fuch  officers  refpedively  fpecified  in 
the  faid  Conllitution,  if  relpeftively 
approved  of,  by  the  Council  for  the 
appointment  of  officers,  at  their  firft 
feffion  ;  at  which  feffion,  fuch  of  the 
faid  officers  as  fhall  be  approved  of 
by  the  faid  Council,  as  aforefaid, 
fliall  receive  their  commiffions  in  pro- 
per form.  It  is  never thelefs  provided, 
that  every  of  the  perfons  herein  before 
named,  who  held  the  like  office  with 
that  fo  as  aforefaid  conferred  upon 
him,  under  authority  derived  from 
the  King  of  Great-Kritain,  during 
good  behaviour,  fhall  continue  to 
hold  the  faid  office,  fo  long  as  he  Ihall 
well  and  faithfuiiy  perform  the  duties 
of  fuch  office. 

And  whereas  no  permanent  provl- 


*  7 'ne  blanks  for  inferting  the  n.irrics  of  JuUbCs  and  Clerks,  ot  the  counties  of  Tryon 
and  Orar'-'e  weie,  at  the  requeri:  of  the  Deputies  from  thol'e  counties,  not  fiHed  up;  the  faid 
DcLU  i-5  crgaoing  to  be  anfwErable  to  their  Conftitucnts  for  the  fame;  and  the  blanks  for 
Judges  ar.d  C  erks  ot"  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucefter,  were  not  filled  up  for 
wajH  cf  A  r«-ii.cic.itaiion  of,  aiid  fufTicier.t  infornjatJon  fn.m  th«  tiid  cou:.lie", 

fion 
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fion  could  with  propriety,  be  made  in 
the  Conjlitiuion  cf  this  State,  for  the 
mode  of  holding  eledions  within  tlie 
fame,   fuch  provifions  being  properly 
within  the  power  of  the  Legijlature, 
and  depending,    from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  fituation  and  circumftances 
of  the  State.    And  whereas  it  is  nc- 
cefTary  to  point  out  fome  mode,  by 
which  eleftions  for  a  Governor,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and  members  of  the 
Legiflature,  may  be  held  within  this 
State  : 

Therefore  refolved,  That  the  She- 
rifts  of  the  feveral  counties,  herein 
before-mentioned,  upon  public  notice 
for  that  purpofe,  by  them  given,  at 
lead  ten  days  before  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, do  dlreft  that  eleftions  be  held 
for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Senators  in  each  county,  by  the 
freeholders  thereof,  qualified  as  is  by 
the  Conllitution  prefcribed,  and  for 
members  of  Aflembly,  by  the  people 
at  large,  at  the  following  places,  to 
wit. 

In  the  county  of  Albany,  at  the 
City-Hall  in  the  city  of  Albany, — at 
the  houfe  of  William  White,  in 
Scheneftady, — at  the  houfe  of  George 
Man,  in  Schohary, — at  the  houfe  of 
Lambert  Van  Valckenburgh,  at 
Cockfackie  Flatts, — at  the  houfe  of 
Cornelius  Miller,  at  Claverack, — at 
the  houfe  of  Solomon  Demming,  in 
King's  dillridl, — at  the  houfe  of  Ifaac 
Becker  in  Tamhanick, — and  at  the 
houfe  of  Abraham  Bloougood,  at 
Stillwater.. 

In  the  county  of  Ulller,  at  the 
Gourt-Houfe,  in  the  town  of  King- 
fton,— at  the  houfe  of  Ann  Du  Bois, 
in  New-Pakz, — at  the  houfe  of  Sarah 
Hill,  in  Hanover  precimSl, — at  the 
houfe  of  Martin  Wygant,  in  the  pre- 
cinft  of  Newburgh. 

In  the  county  of  Orange,  at  the 
Court-Houfe,  in  Gofhen, — at  or  near 
the  Prelbyterian  Church,  in  War- 
wick,— at  the  houfe  of  John  Brewfter, 
in  the  precinft  of  Cornwall, — at  the 
Court-Houfe,  at  th?  New  City,  in 


the  precin£l  of  Kakiat,— at  the  houfe 
of  Paulus  Vandervort,  in  Haver- 
ftraw,— and  at  the  houfe  of  Jofeph 
Maybee,  in  the  precindl  of  Tappan. 

In  the  county  of  Weft-Chefter,  at 
the  houfe  of  Elijah  Hunter,  in  Bed- 
ford,— and  at  the  houfe  of  Captain 
Abraliam  Thiel,  in  the  manor  of 
Cortlandt. 

In  the  county  of  Dutchefs,  at  the 
houfe  of  the  widow  of  Simon  Weft- 
fall,  deceafed,  in  Rhinebeck  precind, 
at  the  houfe  of  John  Stoutenburgh,  in 
Charlotte  precinft, — at  the  houfe  of 
Captain  Jonathan  Dennis,  in  Beek- 
man's  precind, — at  or  near  New- 
Hachenfack  church,  in  RumbDut  pre- 
cinct,— and  at  Matthew  Patterfon's, 
in  Fredericfburgh  precinft. 

In  the  county  of  Tryon,  at  the 
houfe  of  Johannis  Veder,  in  the  Mo- 
hack  diftriift, — at  the  houfe  of  John. 
Dunn,  in  Conajohary  dilbrift, — at 
the  church  in  Stone  Arabia,  in  Pala- 
tine diftrift, — at  the  houfe  of  Frede- 
rick Bellinger,  in  the  German  Flatts 
diftria,— at  Smith's  Hall,  in  Old 
England  diftrift, — and  at  the  houfe  of 
Alexander  Harper,  in  the  townfhip  of 
Harpers-field. 

In  the  county  of  Cumberland,  at 
the  houfe  of  Seth  Smith  in  Brattle- 
borough, — at  the  houfe  of  Luke 
Znoulton,  in  New-Fain, — at  the 
Court-Houfe  in  Wellminfter, — at  the 
houfe  of  — —  Tarbell,  in  Chefter,— 
at  the  Town-Houfe,  in  Windfor,— 
and  at  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Marfh, 
in  Hertford. 

In  the  county  of  Charlotte,  at  the 
new  Prelbyterian  Church,  in  New 
Perth— at  the  houfe  of  Anthony  Hoff- 
nagle,  in  Kingibury, — at  the  houfe 
of  Nathaniel  Spring,  in  Granville,— 
and  at  fome  convenient  places  in  each 
of  the  towns  of  Maiichefter,  Danby 
and  Caftle-Town. 

And  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter, 
at  fuch  places  as  the  SheriiF  of  the  faid 
county,  by  the  advice  of  the  County 
Committee  ihall  appoint,  for  the  con- 
venience of  ekc\or»  within  the  fame. 

H  h  And 
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And  that  the  Sheiiffof  every  coun- 
ty, fhall  order  the  eleftions  to  be  held 
in  each  place  above-men lioned,  in 
his  county,  on  the  fame  day,  under 
the  direftion  of  two  reputable  free- 
holders ;  one  to  be  appointed  by  the 
County  Committee,  the  other  by  the 
Sheriff,  to  attend  at  each  of  tlie 
places  where  the  elcftions  are,  as 
aforefaid,  directed  to  be  held  in 
every  county,  who  ihall  jointly  fu- 
perintend  the  faid  eledions,  and  re- 
turn to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  in 
which  fuch  eleftions  are  held,  true 
poll  lifts  of  the  eleftions  in  the  fevcral 
places,  for  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Senators  and  Reprcfenta- 
tives  in  authority;  which  liff  the 
Sheriff  fhall  tranfmit  under  his  oath 
of  office,  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  as 
far  as  the  fame  Ihall  relate  to  Gover- 
nor, Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Se- 
nators, and  fhall  call  up  the  greatefl 
number  of  votes  for  the  Reprefcnta- 
tives  in  Affembly,  and  make  return 
cf  the  names  of  fuch  ©f  them  as  are 
duly  elefted,  in  the  manner  that  has 
heretofore  been  ufual  and  cuflomary  ; 
and  the  Council  of  Safety  fhall,  upon 
receipt  of  the  poll  lifts  of  the  eledion 
for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Senators,  examine  the  fame,  and 
declare  who  is  the  Governor,  who  tlie 
Lieutenant-Governor,  and  who  the 
Senators  fo  chofen,  and  fhall  admi- 
sfliHer  to  the  faid  Governor  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  of  ofiice.  The  faid  elec- 
tions within  the  fevcral  counties  to  be 
fo  held,  as  that  the  perfons  thereby 
chofen  maybe  aflembled  atKingfton, 
in  the  county  cf  Ulfter,  or  fuch  other 
place  as  the  faid  Council  of  Safety 
fhall  appoint,  on  the  firft  day  of  July 
next;  Provided,  if  by  any  unforefeen 
accident,  fuch  elections  cannot  be 
held,  then  the  faid  Council  fhall  or- 
der eleftion  at  fuch  other  time  or 
times,  as  fliall,  in  their  opinion,  be 
moll:  conducive  to  the  general  intei-cil 
of  the  State. 

And  it  h  further  rcfoh/ed,  That 


fuch  freeholders  as  have  fled  froiR 
the  fouthern  parts  of  this  State,  and 
are  now  aftually  refident  in  any  of 
the  other  counties  of  this  State,  fhall 
Ije  entitled  to  vote  within  fuch  coun- 
ties, for  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  as  if  they  had  a£lually 
poffefied  freeholds  within  the  fame. 
And  that  in  cafe  an  eleflion  in  any 
county  (hould  be  held,  by  reafon  of 
the  death  or  refignation  of  the  Sheriff, 
or  for  any  other  caufe,  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  or  the  Governor,  in 
cafe  he  fhall  be  fworn  into  his  ofhce, 
iffue  orders  for  an  eleftlon  for  Repre- 
fentatlves  in  Affembly,  in  fuch  county, 
and  appoint  a  returning  officer  to  hold 
the  fame.  And  where  no  County 
Committee  final  1  be  in  being,  or  fuch 
Committee  fhall  negleft  to  appoint 
returning  officers  for  the  places  above- 
named  in  fuch  county,  that  the  perfon 
for  that  purpofe  appointed  by  the  She- 
rift",  fliall  alone  hold  the  eledtion,  and. 
make  return  to  the  Sheriff'  in  like 
manner,  as  is  above  direfted. 

And  whereas  it  is  impracticable  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  di- 
ftrift  of  this  State,  to  choofe  Senators 
to  reprefent  them  in  the  Senate  there- 
of, or  for  the  counties  of  the  faid  di~ 
ftrift,  Welkhefter  excepted,  to  eleft 
Reprefentatives  in  Affembly;  and  it 
is  reafonable  and  right  to  give  to  the 
faid  dillria  and  counties,  a  propor- 
tionable Ihare  in  the  legiilation  of  the 
whole  State,  as  far  is  poffible  in  its 
prefent  circumllances ;  therefore 

Refolvcd,  That  Lev.'i:'.  Morris, 
Pieare  Van  Cortlandt,  John  MorJn 
Scott,  Jonathan  Lawrence,  William 
Floyd,  WiiJiam  Smith,  of  Suffolk, 
Ifaac  Roofevclt,  Dodtor  John  Jones 
and  Philip  Livingfton,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  appointed  Senators  for  the 
fouthern  diilrkl  of  this  State  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  vacancy,  fuch  vacancy  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  choice  of  the  Affem- 
bly: and  that  Abraham  Braflier,. 
Daniel  Dunfcomb,  Evert  Bancker, 
Peter  P.  V^an  Zandt,  Robert  Harpur, 
Abraham    P.    Lott,     Jacobus    Van 

Zandt, 
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Zandt,  Henry  Rutgers,  jun.  and 
fVederick  Jay,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  appointed  Reprefentatives  in  A{- 
fembly  of  the  city  and  ccuntv  of  New- 
York;  Philip  Ed^ill,  Daniel  Law- 
rence, Benjamin  Coe  and  Benjamin 
Birdiall,  of  the  county  of  Queen's  ; 
Burnet  Miller,  David  (jclfton,  Ezra 
L'Homme-dieu,  Thomas  Tredwell 
and  Thomas  Wickes,  cf  the  county 
of  Suffolk ;  William  Boerum  and 
Henry  Williams,  of  the  county  of 
King's ;  and  Jolhua  Mercereau  and 
Abraham  Jonesof  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond ;  and  in  cafe  cf  vacancy,  fuch 
vacancy  to  be  filled  up  by  the  choice 
•  of  the  Senate.  Pro\ided  always,  that 
none  of  the  faid  Senators  or  Repre- 
fentatives in  AlTembly  fo  appointed, 
or  hereafter  to  be  appointed  as  afore- 
faid,  Ihall  continue  longer  in  office, 
than  until  the  e'edtors  they  reprefent, 
fhall  refpeftively  be  in  a  capacity  of 
electing. 

By  order  of  Convention, 
Abm.  Ten  Brofck,  Prcfident. 
Atteji.  John  M'Keeson,  Sec. 

For  the  Remi^merancer. 
7he  follo-iuing   paper    is    takett    from 
Holt's  New-York  Paper,  printed 
a  feix)   days    iefore  General  Ho-Tve 
tock  pojfsjfion  of  Ne-iv-Tork. 
Mr.  Holt, 
As  the  following  extraft  from  an  old 
AiSl  of  AiTembly  is  feafonable  at 
this  time,  I   doubt  not  your  wil- 
lingnefs  to  communicate  it  to  the 
public.  Americanus. 

*'  Be  it  enabled  by  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  Reprefentatives  met  in 
General  Afiembly,  and  it  is  hereby 
enabled  and  declared  by  the  authority 
of  the  fam.e.  That  the  fupreme  le- 
giflative  power  and  authority,  under 
their  Majefties  William  and  Mary, 
King  and  Queen  of  England,  &-c. 
fhall  for  ever  be  and  refide  in  a  Go- 
vernor in  Chief,  and  Coiincil,  ap- 
pointed by  their  Majefties,  their 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the  people 
by  their  Reprefentatives,  met  and 
convened  in  General  Afiembly." 


"  That  no  aid,  tax,  talliage  or 
cuftom,  loan,  benevolence,  gift,  ex- 
ciie,  duty,  or  impofition  yyliatfoever, 
ihall  be  laid,  aHefied,  impofed,  le- 
vied or  required,  of,  or  on  any  of 
their  Majefties  fubjefts  within  this 
province,  ^'c.  or  their  eftates,  upon 
any  manner  of  colour  or  pretence 
whatfoever,  but  by  the  aft  and  cove- 
nant of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  Reprefentatives  of  the  people  in 
General  Afiembly  met  and  cour 
vened." 

The  aft  from  which  this  extraft  is 
mr.de,  was  pafl'cd  in  the  year  169.', 
and  difalloixcd  hy  the  King  fix  years 
afterwards ;  it  will,  however,  ferve  to 
fhev/  what  v/ere  the  fentiments  of  the 
legillature  of  the  province  at  that  early 
period,  refpefting  the  right  o^  legijla- 
tion  and  taxation ;  which  the  Britilh 
Parliament  has  fmce  claimed  and  at- 
tempted to  exercife :  and  will  alfo 
prove  that  our  claim  (made  in  a  legal 
form)  of  independence  of  the  Parlia- 
ment in  thefe  two  capital  articles,  is 
above  half  a  century  older  than  their 
new  fangled  claim  of  right  to  make 
laws,  binding  upofz  us  in  all  cajis 
^vhute--uer. 


At  a  meeting  cf  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  tonvn  of 
Bcfcn,  on  the  26/Z>  of  May,  \']'JJ, 
the  foilo^ving  Instructions  to 
their  K.eprefentati-ves  nucre  reported, 
by  Thomas  Crafts,  Efq.  Mr.  fohn 
Winthrcp,  My.  Jofepb  Barrel,  Pe  • 
re'x.  Morton,  and  Benja?nin  Kent, 
E/qrs.  a  Cotnmittee  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  ix'hich  'xucre  accepted 
by  the  toxvn,  and  arc  noqju  publifjed 
by  their  order  : 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
Efq.  David  Jefferles,  Caleb  Davis, 
Oliver  Wendell,  John  Brown,  John 
Pitts,  and  Ellis  Gray,  Efquires, 
Reprefentatives  for  the  town  of 
Eoilon. 

Gentlemenj 
You  being  chofen  by  the  voice  of 

the  town  of  Boilon,  to  reprefent  them 

in  the  Great  and  General  Court,  and 
H  h  2  a? 
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as   It   muft   be   agreeable  to  you   to  an  event  ardently  wiflied   for  by  our 

know  the  minds  of  your  conlHtuents  enemies,    but  ought  to  be  guarded 

in  all  important  matters,  we  think  fit  againll  with   the  utmoft  caution   by 

to  give  you  the  following  Instru  c-  every  friend  to  his  country;  for  we 

TiONS  :  are  fure  that  our  intereji  and  hnppinefs 

With   refpeSi  to  the  General  Courts  is   intimately   interwoven     with     the 

forming  a  nenjo    Conjlitution,  you   are  intereji  and  happinefs  of  our  brethren 

Hir.idted  by  a  unanimous  vote   of  a  in  the  country ;  and  if  ever  the  trial  is 

full  meeting,  on  no  terms  to  confent  made,  we  faall  afiuredly  find  that  a 

to  it,  but  to  ufe  your  influenoe,  and  difunion  and  feparation  of  fuch  inte- 

oppofe  it  heartily,  if  fuch  an  attempt  xt^  will  be  the  ruin  of  both. 
fhould  be  made  ;  for  we  apprehend         Becaufe  we  apprehend  the  fald  adls 

this  matter  {at  a  fuitable  time)   will  have  very  greatly  raifed  the  price  of 

properly  come  before  tlie  people  at  almoll  every  neceflary  of  life,  and  we 

large,  to  delegate  a  feleil  number  for  have  great  reafon  to  fear  the  evil  will 

that  purpcfe,  and  thut   alo-ne ;  when  be  growing   fo    long    as  they  are  in 

fome  things  which  v/e  efteem  abfohtely  being,  though  we  are  firmly  of  opinion, 

neccffary    to   a   good    form,    may    be  if  the  a3s  are  repealed,  and  our  trade 

viewed  by  a  General  Court,  in  the  freed  from   the   cruel  fiackles    'with 

light  of f elf -denying  ordinances,  which  nuhich  it  has  been   lately  injudicioufy 

it  is  natural  to  conclude,  are  always  bound,  that  a  plentiful  import  tvill  as 

difagreeable  to  human  nature,  among  ajjuredly  loiver  the  prices,  as  a  fear  city 

other  things  we  have  particularly  in  has   raifed  them ;   for   it   has  been   a 

^jie-iv,  making  the  Council  entirely  in-  known  and  acknowledged   truth,   by 


dependent  of  the  Hoife,  and  to  prc'vent 
the  lately  too  pre-valent  cu/tom  of  accu- 
mulating cfices  in  one  per/on ;  we 
could  wilh  to  eftablilh  it,  as  a  certain 
rule,  that  no  perfon  whatever  be  en- 
trufted  with  more  than  one  office  at  a 
time,  {and  for  the  difcharge  of  it,  let 
there  be  honourable  aUo^aiance ;)  and 
to  keep  the  'members  of  the  General 
Court  from    acceptittg   any  :  this    we 


all  nations  'which  nuere  tvife  enough  to 
encourage  commerce,  that  trade  mull 
regulate  itfelf ;  can  never  be  clogged 
but  to  its  ruin,  and  always  flourifhes 
when  left  alone:  it  is  juflly  com- 
pared to  a  coy  miilrefs  ;  fhe  mull  be 
courted  by  delicacy,  and  ruined  by 
force, 

Eecaufe   it    has   the   greateft   ten- 
dency to  deftroy  our  currency,  and 


apprehend  will  have  a  happy  efi^edl  render  money  of  little  value ;  it  has 

upon  the  State  at  large,  and  is  agree-  thrown  many  of  the  honcji  and  fair 

able  to  the  cuflom  of  all  States,    until  traders   (who  wilh  to  retrain  a  good 

corruption  and    bribery   deftroy  the  confcience)   out  of  bufmefs,  and  fet 

principles  of  viitue.  up  in  their  room   mujhrootn  pedlars. 

You  are  alfo  dirt-ifled  to  move  for  Vv'ho  adulterate  their  commodities,  and 

and  exert  yourfelve's  to  get  an  imme-  take  every  advantage,  thereby  bring- 

diate  and  total  repeal  of  the  aSls  com-  ing  a  difgrace  upon  commerce,  with- 


xnonly  called  the  regulating  aSs. 
Our  realons  for  defiring  this  repeal 
are,  becaufe  we  have  done  cur  utmoft 
to  carry  them  into  execution,  and 
find  them  fo  formed,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  accomplifh  it :  they  are, 
(however  well   defi-ned)    a  growing 


out  v/hich,  town  nor  country  are  not 
worth  defendincr. 

O 

Becaufe  we  are  fure,  that  very  large 
and  much  wanted  fupplies,  the  pro- 
perty of  this  State,  and  expeded  here 
are  now  ordered  into  fome  of  the 
fifter  States,  until  "thefe  a(^b  are  re- 


fource  of  animofity  and  ill  will,  tend-     pealed. 
ing  to  raife  a  difference  between  town         In   ftiort,  becaufe  we   have  expe- 
a>id  country  at  tliis  important  crifis,    rienced  every  ill  we  could  poffibly 

fe4r 
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fear  from  thefe  acts,  and  have  not  felt 
the  Icalt  advantage  from  them ;  we 
cannot  therefore  but  view  them,  re- 
plete with  innumerable  evils,  diredlly 
cppofite  to  the  idea  of  liberty,  and 
without  a  pOilibility  of  doing  any 
good,  the/r/?  fJJ'm  its  confequences, 
introducing  nil  kind  of  k/ia-uery,  and 
theyiifoW  clofes  the  horrid  Jcene  --with 
perjury.  If  thefe  a£ts  fhould  be  re- 
pealed, we  conclude  the  land  em- 
bargo will  fall  of  courfe. 

If  there  Ihould  be  an  attempt  to 
have  the  pay  of  the  Reprefentatives 
taken  out  of  the  public  cheft,  you 
are  direded  Itrenuoully  to  oppcfe  it, 
as  the  only  juft  method  that  we  can 
conceive  of  is,  for  each  to^jjn  to  pay 
their  oiun  meinbers. 

You  are  to  move,  that  immediate 
application  be  made  to  Congrcfs, 
tha:  all  the  States  nioncy  might  be  re- 
deemed with  continental  currency,  and 
each  State  charged  by  the  Continent 
for  what  they  receive :  \i  this  could 
be  accompliJhed,  and  the  money  re- 
deemed by  lean  certificates,  it  would 
operate  doubly  in  favou"-  of  the  State; 
for  as  they  carry  interelt,  they  would 
be  fpeedily  hoarded,  and  being  taken 
out  of  circulating,  would  give  the 
remaining  currency  a  proportionably 
greater  I'alue,  and  in  that  cale  would 
be  nearly  equal  to  a  tax,  befides,  the 
currency  being  all  of  t\vefamefpecies, 
a  counterfeit  would  be  more  eafily 
di (covered,  than  when  a  great  va- 
riety of  money  is  paffing,  and  it 
would  then  be  the  joint  intereil  of 
all  the  States  to  keep  the  credit  good, 
and  might  be  a  further  means  of 
llrengthening  the  union. 

Thefe  matters,  with  all  others  that 
jnay  cpme  before  the  General  Court, 
we  leave  to  your  lirmnefs  and  pru- 
dence, and  trull  your  exertions  in  the 
common  caufe,  v/ill  be  fuch,  as  ihall 
recommend  you  to  your  follow  citi- 
zens, andvjhat  is  more,  gain  you  the 
approbation  of  God,  and  your  con- 
fcjcncej. 


Bofo7z,  May  29.  Yeilerday  tlie  Ge- 
neral Afiembiy  of  this  State  convened 
at  tile  State-Houfein  thij  town,  when 
they  unanimoufly  made  choice  of  the 
Hon.  James  Warren,  Efq.  for  their 
Speaker,  and  the  Hon.  Robert  Treat 
Pain,  Efq.  Speaker,  pro  tem.  They 
likewife  unanimouily  made  choice  of 
Samel  Freemen,  Efq.  for  their  Clerk. 
Mr.  Webiler,  of  Salilbury,  delivered 
an  excellent  difcourfe  from  Ezek.  45, 
8ch  and  9th  verfes. 

I'he   following    gentlemen    were 
chofen   Counfellors  out   of  the  firil 
eighteen,  and  the  Houfe  adj.  urned. 
Hon.  James  Baldwin,  Efq. 

Artemis  Ward,  Elq. 

Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Efq. 

Caleb  Cufhing.  Efq. 

Richard  Darby,  Efq. 

John  Whetcomb,  Eiq. 

Samuel  Holten,  Efq. 

John  Filher,  Efq. 

Mofes  Gill,  Efq. 

Benjamin  White,  Efq. 

Jofeph  Palmer,  Efq. 

Benjamin  Aullin,  Efq. 

Daniel  Hopkins,  Efq. 

The  Constitution  and  Form  of 
Government  agreed  to  by  the 
Delegates  of  Maryland  in  free 
and  full  Coni/ention  ajfembled. 

1.  I'hat  the  Legiilature  confiil:  of 
two  diilindl  branches,  a  Senate,  and 
a  Houfe  of  Delegates,  which  ihall  be 
ililed  the  General  Afiembly  of  Ma- 
r)'land. 

2.  That  the  Houfe  of  Delegates 
fliall  be  chofen  in  the  following  man- 
ner: all  freemen  above  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  having  a  freehold  of 
iifty  acres  of  land  in  the  county  in 
wh:ch  they  offer  to  vote,  and  refiding 
therein,  and  all  freemen  having  pro- 
perty in  this  State  aboi'e  the  value  of 
thirty  pounds  current  money,  and 
having  refided  in  the  county  in  which 
they  oiier  to  vote  one  whole  year  next 
preceding  the  eledion,  Ihall  have  a 
right  ofl'uftiage  in  theeleftion  of  De- 
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legates  for  fuch  county  ;  and  all  free- 
men fo  qualified  fhall,  on  die  firft 
Monday  of  October  feventecn  hxun- 
dred  and  feventy-feven,  and  on  the 
fame  day  in  every  year  thereafter,  af- 
femble  in  the  counties  in  which  they 
are  refpeftively  qualified  to  vote,  at 
the  Court-houfe  in  the  faid  counties, 
cr  at  fuch  other  place  as  the  Leglflature 
ihall  dired,  and  when  alTembled  they 
ihall  proceed  to  eleft,  ^'i--ua  ijoce, 
four  Delegates  for  their  refpedii-e 
counties,  of  the  moft  wife,  fenfible, 
snd  difcreet  of  the  people,  refidents 
in  the  county  where  they  are  to  be 
chofen  one  whole  year  next  preceding 
the  ele&ion,  above  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  having  in  the  State  real 
or  perfonal  property  above  the  value 
■  of  five  hundred  pounds  current  money, 
and  upon  the  final  cafting  of  the  polls, 
the  four  perfons  who  fhall  appear  to 
^  ,have  the  grcateft  number  of  legal 
votes,  fnall  be  declared  and  returned 
duly  defied  for  their  refpective 
county. 

3 .  That  the  Sheriff  of  each  county, 
or  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  his  deputy 
(fummcnln';;  two  Juitices  of  the  coun- 
ty,  wlio  are  required  to  attend  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  peace)  fhall  be 
Judge  of  the  eleflion,  and  may  ad- 

-  journ  from  day  to  day,  if  neceilary, 
till  the  fame  be  finiihed,  fo  that  the 
whole  election  fnall  be  concluded  in 
four  days ;  and  Hiall  make  his  return 
•thereof,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  this  State  for  the  time  being. 

4.  That  all  perfons,  qualified  by 
■the  charter  of  the  city  of  Annapolis 
■to  vote  for  Burgeffes,  fliall,  on  the 
fame  firft  Monday  of  Oflober,  feven- 
t-^en  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  and 
on  the  fame  day  in  every  year  for  ever 
thereafter,  eletl,  n;i-va  "voce,  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  two  Delegates, 
qualified  agreeable  to  the  faid  char- 
ter ;  that  -the  Iv'Iaycr,  Recorder  and 
Aldcrm.en,  of  the  faid  city,  or  any 
three  of  them,  be  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion, appoint  the  place  in  the  faid 
city  for  hokling.jthe  lame,  and  may 


adjourn  from  day  to  day  as  aforefaid, 
and  fhall  make  return  thereof  as 
aforefaid  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  city  fhall  not  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  Delegates  for  Anne-Arundel 
county,  unlefs  they  have  a  freehold  of 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  county,  di- 
flindl  from  the  city. 

5.  That  all  perfons,  inhabitants  of 
Baltimore-town,  and  having  the  fame 
qualifications  as  eleftors  in  the  county, 
fliall,  on  the  fame  firft  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, feventeen  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven,  and  on  the  fame  day  in  every 
year  for  ever  thereafter,  at  fuch  place 
in  the  faid  town  as  the  Judges  fliall 
appoint,  eleft,  ^oi'ua  'voce,  by  a  ma- 
jority of,  votes,  two  Delegates,  qua- 
lified as  aforefaid  ;  but  if  the  faid  in- 
habitants of  the  town  fhall  fo  de- 
creafe,  as  that  the  number  of  perfons 
having  right  of  fuffrage  therein  fliall 
have  been  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years 
fucceffively  lefs  than  one  half  the 
number  of  voters  in  fome  one  county 
in  this  State,  fuch  town  thencefor- 
ward fhall  ceafe  to  fend  two  Delegates 
or  Reprcfentatives  to  the  Houfe  of 
Delegates,  until  the  faid  town  fhall 
have  one  half  of  the  number  of  voters 
in  fome  one  county  in  this  State. 

6.  That  the  CommifTioners  of  the 
faid  town,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  for  the  time  being  fhall  be 
judges  of  the  faid  eleftion,  and  may 
adjourn  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall  make 
return  thereof  as  aforefaid;  but  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  fhall  not 
be  entitled  to  vote  for,  or  be  elected 
Delegates  for,  Baltimore  county, 
neither  fhall  the  inhabitants  of  Balti  ■ 
more  county,  out  of.  the  limits  of  Bal-, 
timore  town,  be  entitled  to  vote  for, 
or  be  elefted  Delegates  for,  the  faid 
town. 

I.  That  on  refufal,  death,  difqua- 
lification,  rengnation,  or  removal 
out  of  this  State,  of  any  Delegate,  or 
on  his  becoming  Governor,  or  a 
member  of  the  Council,  a  warrant  of 
eleftion  fnall  iffue  by  the  Speaker,  for 
the  elc(!;Uon  of  another  in  his  place, 
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of  which  ten  days  notice  at  the  leafl, 
excluding  the  day  of  notice  and  the 
day  of  election,  ihall  be  given. 

8.  That  not  lefs  than  a  majority  of 
the  Delegates,  with  their  Speaker  (to 
be  chofen  by  them  by  ballot)  conlti- 
tute  an  houie  for  the  tranfafting  any 
bufiaefs,  other  than  that  of  adjourn- 
ing. 

9.  That  the  Houfe  of  Delegates 
(hall  judge  of  the  eledlions  and  qua- 
lifications of  Delegates. 

10.  That  the  Houfe  of  Delegates 
may  originate  all  money  bills,  pro- 
pofe  bills  to  the  Senate,  or  receive 
thofe  offered  by  that  body,  and  aflent, 
difTent  or  propofe  amendments ;  that 
they  may  enquire,  on  the  oath  of 
witnefies,  into  all  complaints,  griev- 
ances and  offences,  as  the  grand  in- 
quell  of  this  State,  and  may  commit 
any  perfon  for  any  crime  to  the  public 
gaol,  there  to  remain  till  he  be  dif- 
charged  by  due  courfe  of  law  ;  they 
may  expel  any  member  for  a  great 
mifdemeanor,  but  not  a  fecond  time 
for  the  fame  caufe ;  they  may  examine 
and  pafs  all  accounts  of  the  State,  re- 
lating either  to  the  coiledion  or  ex- 
penditure of  the  revenue,  or  appoint 
auditors  to  flate  and  adjufl:  the  fam.e  : 
they  may  call  for  all  public  or  official 
papers  and  records,  and  fend  for  per- 
fons,  whom  they  judge  necefTary,  in 
the  courfe  of  their  enquiries,  concern- 
ing affairs  relating  to  the  public  inte- 
reft,  and  may  direft  all  office  bonds 
(which  fhall  be  made  payable  to  the 
State)  to  be  fued  for  any  breach  of 
duty. 

1 1 .  That  the  Senate  may  be  at  full 
and  perfeft  liberty  to  exercife  their 
judgment  in  palling  laws,  arid  that 
they  may  not  be  compelled  by  the 
Houfe  of  Delegates  either  to  rejedl  a 
money  bill  which  the  emergency  of 
affairs  may  require,  or  to  affont  to 
fome  other  aft  of  legiflation,  in  their 
confcience  and  judgment  injurious  to 
the  public  welfare  ;  the  Houfe  of  De- 
legates fhall  not  on  any  occafion,  or 
under  any  pretence,  annex  to  or  blend 


with  a.  money  hill,  any  matter,  claufe 
or  thing,  not  immediately  relating  to 
and  neceflary  for  the  im.pofmg,  alfef- 
fmg,  levying  or  applying  the  taxes  or 
fupplies,  to  be  railed  tor  the  fupporc 
of  government,  or  the  current  ex- 
pencesofthe  State;  and  to  prevent 
altercation  about  fuch  bills,  it  is  de- 
clared, that  no  bill  impofmg  duties 
or  cuftoms  for  the  mere  regulation  of 
commerce,  or  inflifting  fines  for  the 
reformation  of  morals,  or  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  by  which 
an  incidental  revenue  may  arife,  fhall 
be  accounted  a  money  bill ;  but  every 
bill  alTefrmg,  levying  or  applying 
taxes  or  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of 
government,  or  t!ie  current  expences  of 
the  State,  or  appropriating  money  in 
the  Treafury,  lliall  be  deemed  a  mo- 
ney bill. 

12.  That  the  Houfe  of  Delegates 
may  punifli,  by  imprifonmxnt,  any 
perfcn  vv'lio  fhall  be  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt in  their  vievv^,  by  any  diforderly 
or  riotous  behaviour,  cr  by  threats  to 
or  abufe  of  their  members,  or  by  any 
obflruftion  to  their  proceedings  ;  they 
may  alfo  punilh,  by  imprifonment, 
any  perfon  who  fiiall  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege,  by  arreiting  on 
civil  procefs,  cr  by  aflkuking,  any  of 
their  members,  during  their  fitting, 
or  on  their  v/ay  to  or  return  from  the 
Koufe  of  Delegates,  or  by  any  af- 
lliult  of,  cr  obllruttion  to  their  ofHcers, 
in  the  execution  of  any  ordor  or  pro- 
ccfs,  or  by  affaulting  cr  oblbuding 
any  witnefs,  or  any  other  perfon,  aN 
tending  on,  or  on  their  way  to  or 
from  the  Houfe,  cr  by  rcfcuing  any 
perfon  committed  by  the  Houfe  3  and 
tile  Senate  may  exercife  the  fame 
power  in  limilai  cafes. 

1 3 .  That  the  Treafurers  (one  for 
the  v/eftern  and  another  for  the  eaflern 
fiiore)  and  the  Commifhcners  of  the 
Loan-ofhce,  may  be  appointed  by 
the  Houfe  of  Delegates  during  their 
pleafure,  and  in  cafe  of  refufal,  death, 
refignations,  difqualifications,  or  re- 
moval out  of  the  State  of  any  of  the 
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fold  Commll'Ilonen  or  Treafurcrs,  in 
the  recefs  of  the  General  Aiicmbl}'', 
the  Governor,  widi  the  advice  of  t;ie 
Council,  may  appoint  and  commiilion 
a  fit  and  proper  perfon  to  fuch  vacant 
office,  to  hold  the  fame  until  the 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Affembly. 

14.  That  the  Senate  be  chofen  in  the 
following  manner :  allperfons,  qualified 
as  aforefaid  to  vote  for  county  Dele- 
gates, fliali,  on  the  firll  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember fevcntecn  hundred  and  eighty- 
cne,  and  on  the  fame  day  in  every 
£fth  year  for  ever  thereafter,  eleft, 
*i;z-z'a  voce,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
two  pcrfcns  for  their  refpeclive  coun- 
ties, qualified  as  aforefaid  to  beelefted 
county  Delegates,  to  be  eleflors  of 
the  Senate ;  and  the  Sheriff  of  each 
county,  or  in  cafe  of  ficknefs  his  de- 
puty (fummoning  two  Jultices  of  the 
county,  wlio  are  required  to  attend 
for  the  prcfervation  of  the  peace)  (hall 
hold  and  be  judge  of  the  faid  eleflion, 
and  make  return  thereof  as  aforefaid. 
And  all  pcrfcns  qualified  as  aforefaid 
to  vote  for  Delegates  for  the  city  of 
Annapolis  and  Eaitimore-town  ihall, 
en  the  fame  firfl  Monday  of  September 
feventeen  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
£.nd  on  the  fame  day  in  every  fifth 
year  for  ever  thereafter,  ele£l,  <vi'va 
K/occ,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  one  per- 
fon for  the  faid  city  and  town  refpec- 
tively,  qualified  as  aforefaid  to  be 
eiecied  a  -Delegate  for  the  faid  city 
and  town  refpeclively  ;  the  faid  elec- 
tion to  be  held  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  election  of  Delegates  for  the  faid 
city  and  town,  the  right  to  elefl  the 
faid  elector  withrefpetl  to  Baltimore- 
town  to  continue  as  long  as  the  right 
to  eleft  Delegates  for  the  faid  town. 

15.  That  the  faid  elcftors  of  The 
Senate  meet  at  the  city  of  Annapolis, 
or  fucii  other  place  as  fhali  be  ap- 
pointed for  convening  the  Legiilature, 
en  the  third  Monday  in  September, 
feveniecn  hundred  and  eighty-one^ 
aad  on  the  fame  day  in  every  fifth 
year  for  ever  thereafter,  and  ■they,  or 
any  i:went}--four  of  them  fo  met,  lliall 


proceed  to  ele^,  by  ballot,  either  oiii 
of  their  own  body,  or  the  people  at 
large,  fifteen  Senators  (nine  of  whom 
to  be  refidents  on  the  weftern,  and  fix 
to  be  refidents  on  the  eaftern  ihore) 
men  of  the  moil:  v.i|dom,  experience 
and  virtue,  above  tv/enty-five  years 
of  age,  refidents  of  the  State  above 
three  whole  years  next  preceding  tha 
election,  and  having  therein  real  and 
perfonal  property  above  the  value  of 
one  thoufimd  pounds  current  mo- 
ney. 

16.  That  the  Senators  fhall  be  bal- 
loted for  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
and  out  of  the  gentlemen  refidents  of 
weftern  fhore,  v/ho  fhall  be  propofed 
as  Senators,  the  nine  who  fliall,  on  ' 
ftriking  the  ballots,  appear  to  have 
the  greatcll  numbers  in  their  favour, 
fhall  be  accordingly  declared  and  re- 
turned duly  elefted  ;  and  out  of  the 
gentlemen,  refidents  of  the  eailern 
fhore,  who  fhall  be  propofed  as  Se- 
nators, the  fix  who  fhall,  on  firiking 
the  ballots,  appear  to  ha\'e  the  greateil 
numbers  in  their  favour,  fliall  be  ac- 
cordingly declared  and  returned  duly 
elcfted ;  and  if  two  or  more,  on  the  - 
fame  ihore,  fliaii  have  an  equal  num- 
ber of  ballots  in  their  favour,  by 
which  the  choice  fhall  not  be  deter- 
mined on  the  firft  ballot,  then  the 
eleftors  fhall  again  ballot  before  they 
feparate,  in  which  laey  fhall  be  con- 
fined to  the  perfons  who,  on  the  firil 
ballot,  fhall  have  had  an  equal  num- 
ber ;  and  they  who  fi^all  have  the 
greateft  number  in  their  favour  on  the 
fecond  ballot,  fiiall  be  accordingly 
declared  and  returned  duly  eleded ; 
and  if  the  whole  number  fhouid  not 
thus  be  made  up,  becaufe  of  an  equal 
number  on  the  fecond  ballot  flill  beinp- 
in  favour  of  tv>'0  or  more  perfons, 
then  the  election  iliall  be  determined 
by  lot,  between  thofe  who  have  equal 
numbers  ;  which  proceedings  of  the 
elei^lors  fhall  be  certified  under  their 
hands,  and  returned  to  the  Chancel- 
lor for  the  time  being. 

17.  That  tlie  elcilors  or  Senators 
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fliall  judge  of  the  qualifications  and 
eleftions  of  members  of  their  body, 
and  on  a  contelled  eleftion  fhall  ad- 
mit to  a  feat,  as  an  eleftor,  fuch 
qualified  perfon  as  Ihall  appear  to 
them  to  have  the  greatell  number  of 
legal  votes  in  his  favour. 

i8.  That  the  eleclors  immediately 
on  their  meeting,  and  before  they 
proceed  to  the  ele»^tion  of  Senators, 
take  fuch  oath  of  fupport  and  fidelity 
to  this  State,  as  this  Convention  of 
the  Legillature  fhall  direct,  and  alfo 
an  oath  "  to  eleft,  without  favour, 
affeftion,  partiality,  or  prejudice, 
fuch  perfons  for  Senators,  as  they,  in 
their  judg;-nent  and  confcience,  be- 
lieve bell:  qualified  for  the  ofhce." 

19.  That  in  cafe  of  refufal,  death, 
refi^nation,  difqualification,  or  re- 
moval out  of  this  State,  of  any  Sena- 
tor, or  on  his  becoming  Governor,  or 
a  member  of  the  Council,  the  Senate 
fliall  immediately  thereupon,  or  at 
their  next  meeting  thereafter,  eledl 
by  ballot,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
eieftors  are  above  dire,Sled  to  chufe 
Senators,  another  perfon  in  his  place, 
for  the  refidue  of  the  faid  term  of  five 
years. 

20.  That  not  lefs  than  a  majority 
of  the  Senate,  with  their  Prefident, 
(to  be  chofen  by  them  by  ballot)  fhall 
conftitute  an  houfe  for  the  tranfafling 
any  bufinefs,  other  than  that  of  ad- 
journing. 

21.  That  the  Senate  fl-iall  judge  of 
the  eledlions  and  qualifications  of  Se- 
nators. 

22.  That  the  Senate  may  originate 
any  other,  except  money  bills,  to 
which  their  affent  or  diflent  only  fhall 
be  given,  and  may  receive  any  other 
bills  from  the  Houfe  of  Delegates, 
and  affent,  diffent,  or  propcfe  amend- 
ments. 

ZT..  That  the  General  AfTembly 
meet  annually,  on  the  firii:  Monday 
of  November,  and  if  neceffaryoftener. 

24.  That  each  Houfe  fhall  appoint 
its  own  ofiicers,  and  fettle  its  own 
rules  of  proceeding. 


25.  That  a  perfon  pfwifdom,  ex- 
perience, and  virtue,  fhall  be  chofcn 
Governor,  on  the  fecond  Monday  of 
November,  1777,  and  on  the  fecond 
Monday  in  every  year  for  ever  there- 
after, by  the  joint  ballot  of  both 
Houfes,  to  be  taken  in  each  Houfe 
refpedively,  depofited  in  a  conference 
room,  the  boxes  to  be  examined  by 
a  joint  committee  of  both  Houfes, 
and  the  numbers  feverally  reported, 
that  the  appointment  may  be  enter- 
ed ;  which  mode  of  taking  the  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houfes  fhall  be  adopted 
in  all  cafes.  But  if  two  or  more  fhall 
have  an  equal  number  of  ballots  in 
their  favour,  by  wliich '  the  choice 
fhall  not  be  determined  on  the  firil 
ballot,  then  a  fecond  ballot  fhall  be 
taken,  which  fliall  be  confined  to  the 
perfons  who,  on  the  firfl  ballot,  fhall 
have  had  an  equal  number;  and  if  the 
ballot  fhould  again  be  equal  between 
two  or  more  peribns,  then  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Governor  fhall  be  deter- 
mined by  lot,  between  thofe  who 
have  equal  numbers;  and  if  the  per- 
fon chof'en  Governor  fhall  die,  refign, 
remove  out  of  the  State,  or  refufe  to 
aft  (fitting  the  General  Aflenibly) 
the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Delegates 
fhall  immediately  thereupon  proceed 
to  a  new  choice  in  manner  aforefaid. 

26.  That  the  Senators  and  Dele 
gates,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  No- 
vember, feventeen  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-feven,  and  annually  on  the  fe- 
cond Tuefday  of  November  for  ever 
thereafter,  eled  by  joint  ballot,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  Senators  are  di- 
rected to  be  chofen,  five  of  the  molt 
fenfible,  difcreet  and  experienced 
men,  above  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
refidents  in  the  State  above  three 
years  next  preceding  the  election, 
and  having  therein  a  freehold  of  lands 
and  tenements,  above  the  value  of 
of  one  thoufand  pounds  current  mo- 
ney, to  be  the  Council  to  the  Go- 
vernor, whofe  proceedings  fhall  be 
always  entered  on  record,  to  any  part 
whereof  any  member  may  enter  his 
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difTent,  and  their  advice,  if  To  re- 
quired by  the  Governor  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  fliall  be  given  in 
writing,  and  figned  by  the  members 
giving  the  fame  refpeftively ;  which 
proceedings  of  the  Council  ihali  be 
laid  before  the  Senate,  or  Houfe  of 
Delegates,  when  called  for  by  them, 
or  either  of  them.  The  Council  may 
appoint  their  own  clerk,  whio  Ihall 
take  fuch  oath  of  fupport  and  fidelity 
to  this  State  as  this  Convention  or  the 
Legiflature  ihall  diredt,  and  of  fe- 
crecy,  in  fuch  matters  as  he  fhall  be 
direfted  by  the  Board  to  keep  fecret. 

27.  That  the  Delegates  to  Con- 
grefs  from  this  State  fliall  be  chofen 
annually,  or  faperfeded  in  the  mean 
time,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both 
Houfes  of  Allemby,  and  that  there  be 
a  rotation  in  fuch  manner  that  at  leait 
two  of  the  number  be  annually  chang- 
ed, and  no  perfon  fhall  be  capable  of 
being  a  Delegate  to  Congrefs  for  more 
than  three  in  any  term  of  fix  years ; 
and  no  perfon  who  holds  any  office  of 
profit  in  the  gift  of  Congrefs  fliall  be 
eligible  to  fit  in  Congrefs,  but  if  ap- 
pointed to  any  fuch  office  his  feat 
ihall  be  thereby  vacated  :  that  no  per- 
fon, unlefs  above  twenty- five  years  of 
age,  and  relident  in  the  State  more 
than  five  yeaus  next  preceding  the 
eleftion,  and  having  real  and  perfonal 
efliate  in  this  State  above  the  value  of 
one  thoufand  pounds  current  money, 
Jhall  be  eligible  to  fit  in  Congrefs. 

General  Washington  to  General 
5/r  William  Howe,  {in  Anfwer 
to  Sir  V7.  HavvE'j  Letters.  See 
fage  219.) 

Middle-Brook,  June  10,    1 777. 
Sir, 
Your  feveral  letters  of  the  2 1  ft  of 
April,   2 2d  of  May,  and  5th  inftant, 
have  been  received. 

Having  Itated  my  fentiments  in  an 
explicit  manner,  in  my  letter  of  the 
9th  of  April,  upon  the  fubjedl;  of 
your  demand,  and  the  difagreement 
|)etween  us,  I  thought  it  unneceiTary 


to  trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of 
them.  From  the  complexion  of 
your's  of  the  21ft  of  April,  v/e  ap- 
peared to  differ  fo  widely,  that "  I 
could  entertain  no  hopes  of  a  compro- 
mife  being  efiecled,  or  that  an  an- 
fwer would  produce  any  good  end. 

But  as  you  have  called  on  me  again 
for  my  final  determination  upon  the 
matter,  1  fliall  freely  give  it,  after 
making  fome  obfervations  upon  what 
you  have  faid,  with  intention  to  ob- 
viate the  objeftions,  on  my  part,  to 
a  compliance  with  your'  demand 
through  Lieut.  Col.  Walcott. 

You  admit  the  principle  upon 
which  my  objeflion,  to  account  for 
the  whole  number  of  prlfoners  font 
out  by  you,  is  founded,  but  deny 
the  application,  by  delicately  infi- 
nuating,  in  the  firfl  initauce,  that 
the  ill  treatment  complained  of  was 
an  "  expedient  to  cherifli  popular  de- 
lufion,"  and  by  aflerting,  in  the  fe- 
cond,  that  fuppofing  their  fufierings 
to  have  been  real,  they  were  to  be 
afcribed  to  other  caufes  than  thofe  af- 
figned  by  me. 

I  fliall  not  undertake  to  determine 
on  whom  the  charge  of  endeavourino- 
to  excite  popular  delufion  falls  with 
molt  propriety  ;  but  I  cannot  forbear 
intimating,  that  however  fuccefsful 
ingenious  mifcolourings  may  be  in 
fome  infl:ances,  to  perplex  the  under- 
ftanding  in  matters  of  fpeculation,  yet 
it  is  difficult  to  perfuade  mankind  to 
doubt  the  evidence  of  their  fenfes, 
and  the  reality  of  thofe  fads  for 
which  they  can  appeal  to  them.  Un- 
lefs this  can  be  done,  permit  me  to 
aiTure  you,  it  will  always  be  believed, 
whatever  may  be  fuggelted  to  the  con- 
trary, that  men  could  not  be  in  a 
more  deplorable  fituation  than  thofe 
unhappy  fulferers  were,  who  are  the 
fubjedl  of  our  difference.  Did  I  ima- 
gine that  you.  Sir,  had  any  feriou? 
fcruples  on  the  occafion,  \  mighc 
produce,  in  fupport  of  what  I  have 
alledged,  the  ftrongefl  proofs  that 
human  tellimony  can  aiFord. 
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To  prove  that  the  prlfoners  did  not 
fuffcr  from  any  ill  treatment,  or  ne- 
gleft  of  your's,  you  fay,  "  they  were 
confined  in  the  molt  airy  buildings, 
and  on  board  the  largell  tranfports  in 
the  fleet. — That  they  were  fupplied 
with  the  fame  provifions,  both  in 
quantity  and  quality,  as  were  allowed/ 
to  your  troops  not  on  fervice. — That 
the  fick,  fuch  of  them  as  required 
peculiar  care,  were  received  into  the 
Britifh  hofpitals,  and  the  rell  attended 
by  their  own  furgeons,  who  were 
iupplied  with  medicines  without  re- 
Itridions,  till  it  was  difcovered  that 
they  difpofed  of  large  quantities  by 
private  fale." 

That  airy  buildings  were  chofen  to 
confine  our  men  in,  is  a  faft  1  fhall 
not  difpute  ;  but  whether  this  was  an 
advantage  or  not,  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  I  leave  you  to  decide.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  was  not,  efpe-' 
cially  as  there  was  a  general  complaint 
that  they  were  delHtnte  of  fire  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  and  were 
only  prevented  from  feeling  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  in  its  ex- 
tremeft  rigour,  by  their  crouded  fitu- 
ation.  This  I  muft  believe  was  not 
very  conducive  to  their  health;  and, 
if  we  may  judge  by  comparifons,  we 
muft  conclude  they  endured  fimilar 
inconveniences  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports. 

As  to  the  fupplles  of  provifion,  I 
know  not  what  they  were.  My  ideas 
of  the  matter  were  drawn  from  their 
united  teltimony,  confirmed  by  their 
appearance,  which  reprefented  the 
allow'ance  as  infufficient  in  quantity, 
bad  in  quality,  and  irregularly  ferved. 
You  yourfelf  mention  fome  "  acci- 
dental circumftances  of  omiflion."  I 
apprehend  they  were  much  more  fre- 
quent than  you  were  apprized  of.  It 
may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
there  is  a  material  difference  betv/een 
perfons  confined  and  deprived  of  every 
means  of  fubuitence  in  aid  of  their 
allowance,  and  thofe  who  are  at  large, 
and  have  other  refources,   as  is  the 


cafe  with  your  frOops  rtot  on  fervice, 
who  have  the  benefit  of  their  pay, 
and  what  they  can  occafionally  gain 
by  their  labour.  You  might  alio  find 
from  enquiry,  that  we  made  no  di- 
ftintflion  in  our  fupplies  between  your 
foldiers,  prifoners  with  us,  and  our 
own  in  the  field.  They  were  not 
ftinted  to  a  fcanty  pittance,  but  had 
full  as  much  as  they  could  ufe,  and 
of  the  beft  kind. 

Inrefpefttothe  attention  paid  to  the 
fick,  I  am  forry  their  accommodatioa 
was  injured  in  any  degree  by  the  mif- 
condud  of  the  furgeons.  I  heartily 
join  with  you  in  reprobating  their 
proceeding,  and  fhall  efleem  it  a  fa- 
vour if  you  point  out  the  perfons,  and 
furniih  me  with  fuch  proofs  of  their 
guilt  as  you  may  be  poflclTed  of. 

The  more  efFeftually  to  exonerate 
yourfelf  from  the  confequences  irp.- 
puted  to  the  negleft  or  ill  treatment 
of  the  prifoners,  you  afTert  they  had 
every  comTort  and  afTiitance  from  you 
that  your  fituation  would  admit ;  and 
that  they  wanted  nothing  but  money 
and  cloathing,  which  ought  to  have 
been  furnifhed  by  me. 

Had  we  left  your  prifoners  with  us 
to  depend  entirely  upon  the  fupplies 
they  drew  immediately  from  you, 
their  condition  would  have  been  little 
better  than  that  of  ours,  in  your 
hands.  Your  officers  and  foldiers  can 
both  inform  you,  that  they  expe- 
rienced every  mark  of  public  and  pri- 
vate generofity  that  could  be  Ihewn 
them ;  frequent  inftances  might  be 
adduced,  that  on  notice  of  your  men 
being  in  want,  orders  were  imme- 
diately given  that  neceffaries  fhould 
be  procured  for  them.  Every  thing 
was  done  on  our  part  to  facilitate  any 
fleps  you  took  for  the  fame  end.  Yoa 
were  permitted  to  have  an  agent 
among  us,  countenanced  by  public 
authority  ;  and  allowed  every  latitude 
he  could  wifh  to  enable  him  to  execute 
his  ofiice.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  the  fame 
conduit  has  not  been  obferved  towards 
us,    and  that  there  are  inftances  to 
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/liow,  that  far  from  endeavouring  to 
remove  the  difficulties  that  neceflarily 
lay  in  our  way  to  making  fuch  ample 
fupplies  as  we  could  wiih,  obRacles 
have  been  made,  that  might  very 
well  have  been  waved.  A  late  in- 
ftance  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  your 
refufmg  -  to  let  us  liave  a  procuring 
agent  with  you,  who  might  purchafe 
what  was  neceifary  to  fupply  tlie 
wants  of  our  men.  You  mull  be  fen- 
fible,  that  for  want  of  a  regular  mode 
being  adjulled,  for  mutually  convey- 
ing fupplies,  there  was  a  neceffity  for 
an  exercife  of  generofity  on  both  fides. 
This  was  dope  by  us,  and  we  fup- 
pofed  would  have  been  done  by  you, 
which  made  us  lefs  anxious  in  pro- 
viding than  we  Ihould  have  been, 
had  we  forefeen  v/hat  has  really  hap- 
pened. We  afcribed  every  deficiency 
on  your  part  to  the  intermediate  fitu- 
ation  of  aftairs  in  this  refpeft  ;  and, 
looking  forward  to  a  more  provident 
arrangement  of  the  matter,  we  thought 
it  our  duty  not  to  let  the  prifoners  with 
us  be  deftitute  of  any  thing  requifite 
for  their  prefervation  :  and  imagined 
that  your  reafonings  and  feelings 
would  have  been  the  fame.  Your 
faying  we  were  frequently  advifed 
of  their -diftrefs,  is  of  little  avail.  It 
was  not  done  until  it  was  too  late  to 
remedy  the  ill  confequences  of  the 
pafi:  negleft,  and  till  our  prifoners 
were  already  reduced  to  a  miferable 
extremity.  I  wi(h  the  fufferings  may 
not  have  been  encreafed,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  cloathing,  by  their  being  de- 
prived of  what  they  had,  through 
the  rapacity  of  too  many  of  their  cap- 
tors ;  reports  of  this  kind  have  not 
been  wanting. 

You  farther  obferve,  that  my  own 
experience  would  fuggeft,  whether 
our  army,  in  the  courle  of  the  lafl 
campaign,  was  not  fubjeft  to  the 
fame  calamitous  mortality  with  the 
prifoners  in  your  poiTeffion.  I  cannot 
but  confefs,  that  there  was  a  great 
degree  of  fickuefs  amonglt  us  ;  but 
1  can  affarc  you,  that  the  mortality 


bore  no  kind  of  fefemblance  to  tliat 
which  was  experienced  by  the  pri- 
foners with  you,  and  that  the  difor- 
ders  in  the  camp  had  nearly  ceafed, 
before  the  captivity  cf  a  large  pro- 
portion of  them.  The  garrilon  that 
fell  into  your  hands  on  the  16th  of 
November,  was  found,  I  am  con- 
vinced, in  good  health. 

In  reply  to  my  intimation,  that  it 
would  have  been  happy  if  the  expe- 
dient offending  out  our  men  had  been 
earlier  thought  of,  you  are  pleafed  to 
fay  that  the  event  has  proved  the  cau- 
tion with  which  you  ought  to  have 
adopted  the  meafure.  What  infe- 
rence can  be  drawn  from  my  refufmg 
to  account  for  prifoners  fcarcely  alive, 
and  by  no  means  in  an  exchangeable 
condition,  to  warrant  an  infmuation 
that  I  fhould  have  done  the  fame, 
had  they  been  releafed  under  different 
circumftances,  let  your  own  candour 
determine. 

But  then  you  afk,  "  How  Is  the 
caufe  of  debility  in  prifoners  to  be 
afcertained?"  This  feems  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  perplexing  queftion.  For 
my  part,  I  cannot  view  it  as  involv- 
ing any  great  difficulty.  There  is 
no  more  familiar  mode  of  reafoning 
than  from  effedts  to  caufes,  even  in 
matters  of  the  moft  interefting  im- 
portance. In  the  fubjeft  before  us, 
the  appearance  of  the  prifoners,  and 
what  eventually  happened,  proved 
that  they  had  been  hardly  dealt  with ; 
but  their  joint  afleverations,  aided 
by  the  information  of  others,  not  in- 
terefted  in  the  diftrefs  more  than  as 
they  regarded  the  rights  of  humanity, 
eftablilhed  the  faft  too  firmly  for  in- 
credulity itfelf  to  doubt  it. 

I  fliould  hai'dly  believe  you  to  be 
ferious  in  your  application  of  tlie  ex- 
ception, to  which  you  allude,  to  the 
cale  of  Major-general  Lee,  if  you  had 
not  perfilled  in  a  difcrimination  re- 
fpqfting  him.  I  did  not  entertain 
the  moft  diftant  idea,  that  he  could 
have  been  fuppofed  to  come  under 
the  defcription  contained  in  itj  and 
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to  force  fuch  a  conflruiflion  upon  that 
gentleman's  circunillances,  however 
i:  may  be  an  evidence  of  ingenuity, 
13  but  an  indifierent  fpecimen  of  can- 
Jour.  I  ftill  adhere  to  what  1  have 
.-dready  advanced  on  this  head,  and 
can  by  no  means  think  of  departing 
from  it. 

I  am  now  to  give  you  my  final  de- 
clfion  on  the  fubjeft  of  your  demands. 
In  doing  this,  I  can  little  more  than 
repeat  what  I  have  already  faid.  I 
am  extremely  defirous  of  a  general 
exchange  on  liberal  and  impartial 
principles,  and  it  is  with  great  con- 
cern I  find  that  a  matter  fo  mutually 
interefting  is  impeded  by  unnecefiary 
obilacles.  But  I  cannot  confent  to  its 
taking  place  on  terms  fo  difadvanta- 
geous,  as  thofe  you  propofe,  and 
which  appear  to  me  fo  contrary  to 
juilice  and  the  fpirit  of  the  agree- 
ment. 

I  think  it  proper  to  declare,  that  I 
wifii  the  difference  betvveen  us  to  be 
adjufted  on  a  generous  and  equitable 
plan,  and  mean  not  to  avail  myfelf 
ci  the  releafement  of  the  prifoners, 
to  extort  any  thing  from  you,  not 
compatible  with  the  ftridleft  juilice. 
Let  a  reafonable  proportion  of  pri- 
fbners  to  be  accounted  for,  be  fettled, 
and  General  Lee  declared  exchange- 
able, when  we  fliall  have  an  officer 
of  jour's  of  equal  rank  in  cur  pof- 
fcflion  ;  I  alk  no  more.  Thefe  beino; 
done,  I  fhali  be  happy  to  proceed  to 
a  general  exchange.  Eut  in  the  mean 
time  I  am  willing  that  a  partial  one 
Ihould  take  place  for  the  prifoners 
now  in  your  hands,  as  far  as  diofc  in 
ours  will  extend,  except  with  regard 
to  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  and 
the  HelTian  field  oflicers,  wiio  will  be 
detained  till  you  recognize  General 
Lee  a  prifoner  of  war,  and  place  him 
on  the  footing  I  claim. 

This  latter  propofition  I  am  in- 
duced to  make  from  the  dilliudion 
which  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  May, 
fcems  to  iiold  forth,  and  1  think  it 


neceflary  to  add,  that  your  condu6l 
towards  prilbners  will  govern  mine. 

i'he  fituation  of  Lieut.  Col.  Camp- 
bell, as  reprelcnted  to  you,  is  fucli 
as  1  neither  wiflied  nor  approve. 
Upon  the  firfl  intimation  of  his  com- 
plaints, I  wrote  upon  the  fubjeft, 
and  hoped  there  would  have  been  no 
further  caufe  of  uneafmefs.  That 
gentleman,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  do 
me  the  julHce  to  fay,  he  has  received 
no  ill  treatment  at  my  inftance.  Un- 
neceffary  feverity,  and  every  fpeciea 
of  infult  I  defpiie,  and  I  truft,  none 
will  ever  have  juft  reafon  to  cenfurc 
me  in  this  refpeft.  I  have  written 
again  on  your  remonftrance,  and  have 
no  doubt  fuch  a  line  of  condu(Sl;  will 
be  adopted,  as  will  be  confiftent  with 
the  diftates  of  humanity,  and  agree- 
able to  both  his  and  your  wifnes. 
I  am.  Sir,  v/ith  due  refpeft. 
Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 
George  Washington. 
His  Excellency  General  Sir  William 
Hovjs. 


For  the  Remembrancer. 

In  a  Ipeech  you  fome  time  ago 
printed,  addreiTed  by  Governor  Li- 
vm^llion  to  the  Council  and  Aifemblv 
of  Nevv^-Jerfey,  were  many  general 
cenfnres  on  the  conduft  of  our  army. 
Their  ravages  were  filled  more  than 
Gothic ;  and  their  barbarity  more 
t\\znfa-z)age.  Thefe  accufations  were 
well  founded,  as  the  inclofed  recital, 
taken  from  the  Ne--w  London  Gazette, 
will  prove.  Private  letters  give  the 
moil  Ihocking  accounts  of  a  conti- 
nuance of  the  fame  inhuman  policy. 
Thefe,  for  the  prefent,  are  withheld, 
as  the  Congrcfs  ha\'e  appointed  a 
Committee,  of  which  Dr.  Wither- 
fpoon  is  Chairman,  to  prepare  an  au- 
thenticated hiilory  of  what  in  our  day 
is  ftiled,  Britijh  humanity  ! 

Gracious  Heaven  !  how  is  the  En- 
gliih  national  charafter  and  glory  de- 
graded and  fallen  1 

From 
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Trcvt  {he  New  London  GazeVte. 
I hanje  been  n.vaitingfor  fnme  time inex- 
feitation  that  fame  able  hand  ^voulcl 
give  an  account  of  the  fiifferings  of 
,      am-  poor    men,     PRISONERS    in 
Ne-iv-7'ork  :   but  my  expectation  be- 
ing   hitherto    difappointed,    if  you 
ha-ve  nothing  better  offered  upon  the 
JubjcSi,    you.    may,     if  you  pleafe, 
^uhlijh  <n.Qhat  I  here^with  fend  ycu, 
bein^  the  account  <whicb   the   pri- 
foners  tbemjel-ves give. 
As  i'oon  as  they  were  taken,  they 
were  robbed  of  all  their  baggage,  of" 
whatever  money  they  had,   though  it 
v.'ere  paper,  and  could  be  of  no  adwin- 
tage  to  the  enemy,  of  their  fdver  flioe- 
bucklcs,  knee-buckles,  &c.  and  many 
were  llripped  almoil  naked  of  cloaths ; 
efpecially  thofe  v/ho  had  good  cloaths 
were  firipped  at  once,  being  told,  that 
fuch  cloaths  'ivere  too  good  for  rebels. 
Thus,  deprived  of  their  cloaths  and 
baggage,  they  were   unable  to   fliift 
even  their  linen,  and  were  obliged  to 
wear  the  fame  ihirts  for  three  or  four 
jnonths  together,    whereby    they  be- 
came extremely  nafty  and  loufy  ;  and 
this  itfelf  had  been  fufficient  to  bring 
en  them  many  mortal  difeafes. 

After  they  were  taken,  they  were  in 
the  firfi:  place  put  on  board  the  fhips, 
and  thruit  down  into  the  hold,  where 
not  a  breath  of  frefh  air  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  they  were  nearly  fufib- 
cated  for  want  of  air ;  particularly 
fomc  who  were  taken  at  Fort  Wafh 
ington,  were  firil  in  this  manner  thruil 
down  into  the  holds  of  vefiels,  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  even  at  the  cold  fea- 
fon  of  Novem.ber,  they  could  fcarcely 
be.^T  any  cloaths  on  them,  being  kept 
in  a  conilant  fweat.  Yet  thefe  fame 
perfons,  after  lying  in  this  fituation 
for  a  while,  till  the  pores  of  their  bo- 
dies were  as  perfeftiy  open  as  poflible, 
were  of  a  fudden  taken  out,  and  put. 
into  fome  of  the  churches  in  New- 
York,  v.'ithoiit  covering  or  a  fpark  cf 
:fire,  where  the.y  fuffered  as  much  by 
the  cold  as  thty  did  by  the  fvveating 
{iii!T«ation  of  the  air  in  the  other  fitu- 


ation ;  and  the  confequence  was,  that; 
they  took  fuch  colds  as  brought  on  the 
molt  fatal  difeafes,  and  fwept  them  oiF 
almoil  beyond  conception. 

Befides  thefe  things,  they  fuffered 
extremely  for  the  want  of  provifions, 
and  even  water.  The  Commiflary 
pretended  to  allov/  them  half  a  pound 
of  bread,  and  four  ounces  of  pork, 
per  day ;  but  of  this  pittance  they 
were  much  cut  fhort.  What  was 
given  them  for  three  days,  was  not 
enough  for  one  day,  and  in  fome  in- 
ilances  they  went  for  three  days  with- 
out a  fingle  mouthful  of  food  of  any 
kind.  They  were  pinched  to  that 
degree,  that  fome  on  board  the  fhips 
would  pick  up  and  eat  the  fait  which  ' 
happened  to  be  fcattered  there ;  others 
gathered  up  the  bran  which  the  light 
horl'e  wafted,  and  eat  that  mixed  with 
dirt  and  filth  as  it  was.  Nor  was  this 
all,  both  the  bread  and  pork  Vv'hich 
they  did  allow  them,  was  extremely 
bad  ;  for  the  bread,  fome  of  it  was 
made  out  of  the  bran  which  they 
brought  over  to  feed  their  light  horfe, 
and  the  reft  of  it  was  fo  mouldy,  and 
the  pork  was  fo  damnified,  being 
foaked  in  bilge  water,  in  the  tranf- 
portation  from  Europe,  that  they 
were  not  lit  to  be  eaten  by  human 
creatures ;  and  when  they  were  eaten 
were  very  unwholefbme.  Such  bread 
and  pork  as  they  would  not  pretend 
to  give  to  their  own  men,  they  gave 
to  our  poor,  fick,  dying  prifbners. 

Nor  were  they  in  this  doleful  fitu- 
ation allowed  a  fufhciency  of  water. 
One  would  have  thought  that  water 
is  fb  plenty  and  cheap  an  element, 
that  they  v/ould  not  have  grudged 
them  that.  But  there  are,  it  feems^ 
no  bounds  to  their  cruelty.  The 
water  allowed  them  was  fb  brackifn, 
and  withal  nafty,  that  they  could  not 
drink  it  until  reduced  to  extremity. 
Nor  did  they  let  them  have  a  fuffi- 
citncy  even  of  fuch  water  as  this. 

Vv'iien  winter  came  on,  our  poor 
people  fuftered  extremely  for  want  of 
fire  and  cloaths  to  keep  them  warm. 

Thev 
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They  were  confined  in  churches,  of  their  ftarving  our  people,  was  to 
where  there  were  no  fire-places,  that  bring  them  by  dint  of  neceflity,  to 
could  naake  no  fires  even. if  they  had  turn  rebels  to  their  own  country, 
had  wood.  But  wood  was  allowed  their  confciences,  and  their  God ;  for 
them  only  for  cooking  their  pittance  while  thus  flimilhing,  they  would 
of  viftuals ;  and  for  that  piirpofe  very  come-and  fay  to  tliem,  "  This  is  the 
fparingly.  They  had  none  to  keep  jull  punilhment  of  your  rebellion, — • 
them  warm  even  in  the  extremeft  of  nay,  you  are  treated  too  well  for  ra- 
the weather,  although  they  were  al-  bels, — you  have  not  received  half  yoa 
mofl naked,  and  the  few  cloaths  they  defcrve,  nor  half  you  fhall  receive; 
had  left  them  were  thin  fummer  but  if  you  will /;?//// into  hia  Majeliy's 
cloaths.  Nor  had  they  a  fmgle  blan-  fervice,  you  fhall  have  vitT:uals  iuid 
ket,  nor  any  bedding,  not  even  ftraw,  cloaths  enough." 
allowed  them,  till  a  little  before  As  to  infults,  the  Britiih  ofricers, 
Chrillm.as ;  but  during  all  the  fum-  bcfides  continually  curfing  and  fwear- 
mer,  and  the  cold  weather  in  the  fall,  ing  at  them  as  rebels,  often  threaten- 
.  Sec.  they  were  wholly  deflituti;  of  ed  to  hang  them  all ;  and  at  a  parti- 
thefe  necefiiiry  articles.  cular  time  ordered  a  number  to  choofe 

At  the  time  tliat  thefe  were  taken  each  man  his  halter,  out  of  a  parcel 
on  Long-Ifland,  a  confiderable  part  oflered,  v/herewith  to  be  hanged  ; 
of  them  were  fick  of  the  dyfentery,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  caufe  a 
and  with  this  diilemper  on  them  were  gallows  to  be  ereded  before  the  pri- 
crouded  firll  on  board  of  the  fhip^s,  fon,  as  if  they  were  immediatelv  to" 
afterwards  into  the  churches  in  New-  be  executed.  They  further  threat- 
York,  three,  four,  or  five  hundred  ened  to  fend  tiiem  all  to  the  Eall- 
together,  without  any  blankets,  or  Indies,  and  ftil  them  there  for  flaves. 
any  thing  for  even  the  fick  to  lie  In  thefe  and  num.berlefs  other  ways, 
upon,  but  the  bare  floors  or  pave-  did  the  Britifli  officers  feem  to  rack 
ments.  In  this  fituation,  that  con-  their  inventions  to  infuit,  terrify,  and 
tagious  diilemper  fcon  communicated  vex  the  poorpnfoners.  The  m.eanelt 
from  the  fick  to  the  well,  who  pro-  upitart  officers  among  them  would 
bably  would  have  remained  fo^  had  Lnfult  and  abufe  cur  Colonels  and 
they  not  been  in   this  manner  thruft    chief  officers. 

in  together,  without  regard  to  fick  or        In  this  Jituation,  without  cloaths, 

well,  or  to  the  fultry,  unwholefome    without  victuals  or  drink,  and'evea 

feafon,    it    being    then    the    heat  of    water,  or  with  thofe  which  were  fo 

fummer.     Of  this  diilemper  numbers    bafe  and  unwholeipme  ;  without  fire  ; 

died  daily,  and  many  others,  by  their    a  number  of  them  fick  ?it  firli  with  a. 

confinement    and   the    fultry    feafon,    naufeous  and  contagious  dilremper: 

contracted  fevers  and  died  of  them. —     thefe  with  others,  crowded   by  hun- 

During  their  ficknefs  with  thefe  and     dreds  into  clofe  confinement,  at  the 

other  difeales,  they  had  no  medicine,     moil  unwholefome  leafon  of  the  year, 

nothing  foothing  or  comfortable  for     and  continued  there  for  four  months ; 

-•     fick  people,  and  were  not  fo  much  as     without  blankets,   bedding  or  ftraw  j 

v)nce  vifited  by  any  phyfician  b)-  the     without  linen  to  ihift,  or  cloaths  to 

month  together.  cover  their  bodies, — no  wonder  that 

Nor  ought  we  to  omit  the  infults     they  all  became  fickly,  and  having 

which  the  humane  Eritons  offered  to     at   the  fame    time  no  medicine,    no 

our  people,  nor  the   artifices   which     help  of  phyficians,  nothing  to  refrefh 

they    ui'ed  to   induce  them  to  inlift     or  lupport  nature;    no  wonder  they 

into   their  fervice,  and  fight  againft     died  by  fcores  in  a  night.     And  thole 

their  country.     It  feems  that  one  encl    who  vyere  fo  forgone,  as  to  be  unabl? 
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to  help  themfelves,  the  workings  cf 
their  diftemper  paffing  through  them, 
as  they  lay,  could  not  be  cleanfed  for 
want  of  cloaths ;  fo  that  many  lay 
for  fvi,  {even  or  eight  days  in  all  the 
filth  of  nature  and  of  the  dyfentery, 
till  death,  irrpre  kind  than  Britons, 
put  an  end  to  their  mifery. 

By  thefe  means,  and  in  this  way, 
above  fifteen  hundred  brave  Ameri- 
cans, who  had  nobly  gone  forth  in 
the  defence  of  their  injured  oppreiied 
country,  but  whom  the  chance  of  war 
had  call  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies, 
died  in  New- York  :  many  of  whom 
were  very  amiable  promifmg  youths, 
of  good  families,  the  flower  of  our 
land.  And  of  thofe  who  lived  to 
come  out  of  prifon,  the  greateft  part, 
fo  far  as  I  can  learn,  are  either  dead 
or  dying :  their  conllitutions  are 
broken,  their  llamina  of  nature  worn 
out,  they  cannot  recover,  they  die. 
Even  the  fevs'  that  might  have  fur- 
vived,  are  dying  of  the  fmall  pox ; 
for  it  feems  that  our  enemies,  deter- 
mined that  even  thofe,  whom  a  good 
conftitution  and  a  kind  Providence 
had  cai-ried  through  unexampled  fuf- 
ferings,  fhould  not  at  laft  efcape  death, 
jufl:  before  their  releafe  from  impri- 
fonment,  infefted  them  with  that  fa- 
tal diftemper. 

To  theie  circumftances,  I  iliall  fub- 
join  the  manner  in  which  they  buried 
thofe  of  our  people  who  died  : — They 
dragged  them  out  of  their  prifons  by 
one  leg  or  one  arm  ;  piled  them  up 
without  doors  ;  there  let  them  be, 
till  a  fufficient  number  were  dead,  to 
make  a  cc;rt  load  ;  then  loaded  them 
xip  in  a  cart ;  drove  the  cart  tlius 
loaded  out  to  the  ditches  made  by  our 
people  \^en  fortifyiiig  New- York, 
there  they  w'ould  tip  the  cart,  tumble 
the  corpfes  together  into  the  ditch, 
and  afterwards  flightly  cover  them 
with  dirt. 

By  thefe  things,  we  learn  the  tem- 
per of  our  enemies.  As  Britons,  they 
boaft  of  their  politenefs,  humanity 
and  conipaffioii  j  and  now  we  fee  whvit 


reafon  they  have  to  boafl:  of  thofe  vir- 
tues :  their  politenefs  leads  them  to 
infult  and  vex  the  diftreffed,  the  dif- 
armed,  who  have  not  the  means  of 
liberty  to  redrefs ;  yea,  even  the  fick 
and  dying:  their  humanity  and  com- 
paffion  led  them,  in  cold  blood  to 
flaughter  by  hundreds  and  thoufands, 
their  fellowmen,  who  had  fubmitted 
to  their  power :  and  not  barely  to 
kill  them,  but  to  kill  them  by  inches, 
to  ftarve  them  to  death,  to  treat  them 
ten  times  more  cruelly,  than  if  they 
had  hung  them  all,  the  day  they  took 
them.  Where  were  favages  ever 
found  in  the  wilds  of  America,  more 
cruel,  more  inhuman,  more  blood 
thirfty,  more  brutal,  more  deftitute 
of  every  human  virtue  ?  Where,  in 
all  hiilory,  can  we  find  an  inftance  of 
more  horrid  treatment  of  prifoners  ? 
Even  the  famous  inftance  of  Calcutta 
is  not  to  be  compared  with  this :  that 
refpefted  a  few,  only  140;  this, 
more  than  3000  ;  that  was  finilhed  in 
one  night ;  this  was  continued  for  four 
or  five  months :  in  that  was  exprefled 
cruelty  in  one  way  only.;  in  this  it  is 
exprefled  many  ways :  that  appears 
to  have  been  the  fault  of  either  incon- 
fideration,  or  fudden  heat  cf  paffion  ; 
this  muft  have  been  the  eft'eft  of  cool 
refleftion,  and  a  preconcerted  fyftem  ; 
and  which  of  the  two  is  the  worft, 
which  is  the  moft  diabolical  admits 
of  no  difpute. 

While  our  poor  prifoners  have  been 
thus  treated  by  our  foes,  the  prifoners 
we  have  taken  from  them,  have  en- 
joyed liberty  to  walk  and  ride  about 
within  large  limits,  at  their  pleafure ; 
have  been  fully  fupplied  with  every 
neceflary,  and  have  ever  lived  on  the 
fat  of  the  land  ;  fo  that  fome  have 
been  fo  healthy,  fo  merry,  fo  plump 
and  well  fed  as  they.  And  this  ge- 
nerous treatment,  it  is  faid,  they  could 
not  but  remember ;  lor  when  they 
were  returned  in  the  exchange  of  pri- 
foners, and  fav/  the  mifei-able,  famifh- 
ed,  dying  ftate  of  our  prifoners,  ccn- 
fciovjs  of  die  tJ'eatment  they  had  re- 
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celved,  they  could  not  refrain  from 
tears. 

This  doleful  tale  needs  no  comment 
or  painting ;  the  bare  narration 
"  makes  both  the  ears  to  tingle," 
and  is  more  aftefting  than  all  the 
figures  of  rhetoric.  1  Ihall  not  there- 
fore en'arge  further;  but  only  add, 
that  this  teaches  us  what  fpirit  our 
enemies  are  of,  and  what  we  arc  to 
expeft  from  them,  if  we  either  fub- 
mit  to  be  taken,  or  to  be  pardoned 
by  them  :  for  cruelty  runs  through  a 
man's  whole  conduct,  and  he  that  is 
fo  cruel  in  one  part  of  his  conduft 
will  be  cruel  throughout ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  the  indignation  of 
that  merciful  Being,  who  "  hath  no 
pleafure  in  the  death  even  of  the 
wicked,"  is  raifed  againft  the  authors 
of  this  barbarity  ; — fo  the  indignation 
of  every  friend  to  right,  to  mercy  and 
to  mankind,  ought  to  be  roufed  here- 
by, together  with  a  determinate  re- 
folution  to  refill  to  the  laft,  fuch  bar- 
barous — —  v/ho  delight  in  torture  and 
blood ;  and  not  to  let  the  blood,  of 
fo  many  of  our  famifhed,  tortured 
fellow  citizens,  cry  for  vengeance  in 
vain. 


Philadelphia,  ymie  25. 
Extrail  of  a  letter  from   General 

Washington   to  Cnngrefs,  dated 

Middle-Brook,  June  20,    1777. 

*'  When  I  had  the  honour  ofad- 
drefling  you  laft,  I  informed  you  that 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had 
marched  from  Brunfwick,  and  ex- 
tended their  van  as  far  as  Somerfet 
Court-houfe.  I  am  now  to  acquaint 
you,  that  after  encamping  between 
thefe  two  polls,  and  beginning  a  line 
of  redoubts,  they  changed  their 
ground  yeflerday  morning  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  night,  and 
returned  to  Brunfwick  again,  burn- 
ing as  they  went  feveral  valuable 
dwelling-houfes. 

"  I  mull  obferve,  and  with  pecu- 
liar fatisfaftion  I  do  it,  that  on  the 
firft  notice  of  the  enemy's  movements, 


the  militia  aflembled  in  the  mofl  fpi- 
rited  manner,  firmly  determined  to 
give  them  every  annoyance  in  their 
power,  and  to  afford  us  every  poffible 
aid.  This  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
mention,  in  juilice  to  their  conduft  ; 
and  J  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
Gen.  Howe's  return,  thus  fuddenly 
made,  muft  have  been  in  confequence 
of  the  information  he  received,  that 
the  people  were  in,  and  flying  to, 
arms  in  every  quarter  to  oppofe  him." 
ExtraB  of  another  letter  from  Gen. 
Washington  to  Congrefs,  dated 
Head  garters.  Middle  -  Brook ^ 
June  22,  II  o'clock,  P.  M. 
"  I  have  the  honour  and  pleafure 
to  inform  you,  that  the  enemy  eva- 
cuated Brunfwick  this  morning,  and 
retired  to  Amboy,  burning  many 
houfes  as  they  went  along ;  fome  of 
them,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
flames,  were  confiderable  buildings. 

*'  From  leveral  pieces  of  informa- 
tion, and  from  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances,  it  was  evident  that  a  move 
was  in  agitation,  and  it  was  the  ge- 
neral opinion  that  it  was  intended  this 
morning.  I  therefore  detached  three 
brigades,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor-general Green,  to  fall  upon  their 
rear,  and  kept  the  main  body  of  the 
army  paraded  upon  the  heights,  to 
fupport  them  if  there  fhould  be  occa- 
fion.  A  party  of  Col.  Morgan's  re- 
giment of  light  infantry  attacked  and 
drove  the  Helfian  picquet  about  fun- 
rife,  and  upon  the  appearance  of 
Gen.  Wayne's  brigade,  and  Mor- 
gan's regiment  (who  got  firft  to  the 
ground)  oppofite  Brunfwick,  the  ene- 
my immediately  crofled  the  bridge  to 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  and  threw 
themfelves  into  redoubts  which  they 
had  before  conftrufted.  Our  troops 
advanced  brifkly  upon  them,  upon 
which  they  quitted  the  redoubts, 
without  making  an  oppofitjon,  and 
retired  by  the  Amboy  road.  As  all 
our  troops,  from  the  difference  of 
their  ftations  in  camp,  had  not  come 
up,  when  the  enemy  began  to  move 
K  k  off. 
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crfF^  it-\vas  imppflible  to  check  them, 
g$  their  numbers^wcre  far  greater  than 
iY^^  Jir^d  reafon,,^o  expefl,  behig,  as 
we;  w.ew  infoym^d  afterwards,  between 
four  and  five  thoufand  men.  Our 
people  purfucd,^hem  as  far  as  Pif- 
ca|te}qua,  but  finding  it  impoffible  to 
pvertakq  them, ^  and  fearing  they 
flight  be  led  on,  too  far  from  the  main 
£oay,  they  returned  to  Brunfwick. 
W  information  of  the  inhabitants, 
Gen.  Howe,  Lord  Cornwallis,  and 
Ge^.  Grai;it,  vyere  in  the  town  wlien 
4he  alarm  \va*  firil  given,  but  they 
Quitted  it  veiy  foon  after. 

"  In  the  .jpurfuit.  Col.  Morgan's 
riflemen  exchanged  feveral  (harp  fires 
vvltii  the  enemy,  which,  it  is  ima- 
gined,' didcpniiderable  execution.  I 
^iptij^in  hopes, tl^at  they  afterwards  fell 
^h  with  Gen.  Maxwell,  who  was  de- 
tached lail  night  with  a  ftrong  party 
to, lie  betvyeen  Brunfwick  and  Am- 
bcy,,.  in  order  to  interrupt  any  con- 
voys or^parties.  that  might  be  pafiing  ; 
but  J  li'ijV-Cjyet  heard  nothing  from 

g  ,'*(Gen-  Green  defires  me  to  make 
Eaen^ion  of  jhe  conduft  and  bravery 
of ^^9.^  Wayne  and  Col.  Morgan, 
^qdjof  their  officers  and  men  upon 
t^  .QccaEo/i,  as  they  conftantly  ad- 
j^jnce^  \^(^r\  an  enemy  far  fuperlor 
to  them  in  numbers,  and  well  fecured 
l^iij-id^PJIg  redoubts. 

fe^/.'|GpP|  .Sullivan  advanced  from 
.^ockv-'Hm  to  Brunfwick  Vvith  his 
djvi^on  j  ,,bHt  as  he  did  not  receive 
Jiyis  j^^rdcr  ,of  march  till  very  late  at 
Wghi,  he  did  not  arrive  till  the  enemy 
nad  been  gone  fome  time. 
Q-,  ^ubJ^lhed  by  order  of  Ccngrefs, 
W3iiij  j.f/p^ARLEs  Thomson,  Sec. 
R^iraBof  a  letter  from  the  Camp  at 
^^,r),^id^l(-Brook,  dated  June  ■i'}^. 
Qv>n'<  ^  W*^'^  ^'^'^  letters  yellerday  by 
^i,^^rit  exprefies,  giving  an  account 
g^,.ou;,-^bcing  in  poiTeffiou  of  Brunf- 
Ycicks^  and  the  enemy  retreating  to 
:^mboy,j^  wher.-  v/e  now  hear  their 
ijj^yi  p9;^y^  have  j-eached  ;    their  ad- 

M9j^^SS'^f^fi>o®H!;,C9"'^.  "^»^"^s  between 
^^5)odbndge1lna  Bonum-townj  Qe- 
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neral  Max-well  was  near  them,  alfg 
General  Parfons,  with  his  brigade, 
and  Lord  Stirling,  with  his  divifion, 
is  between  them  and  our  camp  here  } 
near  6000  remain  (of  our  troops)  in 
Brunf.vick. 

"  The  enemy  have  thrown  their 
bridge  (defigned  for  the  Delaware) 
acrofs  the  Sound  from  Amboy  to 
Staten  Illand,  by  v/hich  it  is  clear 
they  defign  to  retreat,  if  clofely  pulh- 
ed  :  the  weather  lail  night  and  this 
morning  has  been  fo  wet  that  nothing 
could  be  done,  ctherwife  I  bc'lieve, 
we  ihould  have  moved  nearer  to  them  ; 
their  retreat  has  been  attended  with 
fuch  a  delh-uftion  of  property,  that 
marks  their  defpair  of  poileirmg  this 
country ;  and  Sir  William  Howe's 
reputation  as  a  General,  mull  be 
greatly  leflened  in  their  own  eyes.  A 
want  of  confidence  in  a  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  the  troops  difpirited  as 
their's  mufl:  be,  can  leave  them  no 
great  profpeft  ofending  the  campaign 
with  much  advantage,  which  has 
opened  fo  inglorioufly." 


ExtraEl  of  a  letter  from  a    General 
Officer   in  General   Washing- 
T on' scamp  at  Middle-Brook,  dated 
theZ-T^dofJune,    1777. 
"  The  enemy  a  few  days  ago  form- 
ed a  defign  of  going  to  Philadelphia 
by  land,  and  on  the  i  3  th  inil.  marched 
vvith  one  divifion  of  the  army  to  So- 
merfet     Court-houfe,     in    hopes    of 
making    Gen.  Wadiington    quit    his 
place,  and  proceed  on  in  their  front  to 
the  Delaware;  but  finding  themfelves 
overpowered,  the  militia  .of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  States  daily  coming 
in    and    furrounding  them,    and  our 
light    troops    harraffing    them   every 
night   and    day,    killing  and   taking 
numbers,  obliged  them  to  quit  their 
advanced  poit  about  one  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  igth  (with  more  precipita- 
tion than   you  can  imagine)  and  re- 
treat to  Brunfwick,   burning  and  de- 
llroying  all  farm  hcufcs  on  the  road. 
Their  cruelty  fliewn  the  inhabitants  is  ■ 
beyond  the  powers  of  human  utterance 

to 
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to  exprefs ;  not  content  with  plunder-     nal  leaves. 
ing,  tliey  ruined  and  defaced  every 
public  edifice,  particularly  thofe  which 
were   creeled    and   dedicated  to  Al- 
mighty God. 

"  A  Council  of  War  was  held  on 
the  niglit  of  the  z  i  ft,  and  refolved  to 
mr.rch  a  part  of  our  army  to  their 
lines  near  Brunfwick,  and  give  them 


-^  '^i^  '"•*•  f* 


WRat'?5en;jr£)w^^^1f 
attempt  next  is  unclertam':'  'eirefjl 
fcheme  is  drfeSted,  aiid"\v6  l^ive, 
like  the  •"'-'" 

"  Tyramious  hrea'thbigi  of  thf  North y 
Check' d  all  his  buds  frovi  bloiuin^." 

N.  B.  Gert:'  SuUivrfn's  divlH"^!'-"?^ 
encamped  at  Brunfwick.  Our  ibfs 
are  killed  tNvo,  v/oundtid.feVen. 


battle,  if  th«ir  numbers  were  equal.     Extract  of  a  htttr,  dated  (^ajup..  Mid- 


For  this  purpole  three  brigades  were 
crJered    to   parade    and    mo\'e    after 
dufk,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Gen.  Green  and  Brigadiers  Wayne, 
Varnum  and   Debore.     At  fun  rife 
Wayne's    arrived    at   their   advanced 
picquet ;  our  light  troops  on  the  left 
ilank  began  to  fkirmilh  ;  the  guards 
gave  way  after  a  faint  refiftance,  and 
the  brigade  advanced  in  good  order, 
took  pofTelP-on  of  the  heights  above 
Brunfwick,  on  the  call  and  well  fides 
of  the  Rariton.     We  foon  perceived 
the  whole  of  the  enemy  in  motion  ;  a 
column  advanced  with  a  Ihew  of  at- 
tack,  while  their  main   body  began     the  groileU:  and  moll  illiberal  terms  V 
to  retreat :  upon   this   difcovery  our     for  the  flighteft  oftences  they  are  con-^ 
artillery  began  a  warm  cannonade  on     fined  in  dungeons,  and  loaded  witft 


die- Brook,  funeztdy  1777;  ..^ 
"  I  have  jult  feen  the  examinatiou 
of  a  perfon  of  veracity  who  is  come 
out  of  New- York, —The  defcriptioq: 
he  gives  of  the  treatment  of  our  prii- 
foners  is  Ihocking,  beyond  defcrip- 
tion.  They  are  allowed  but  threV 
ounces  of  fait  pork  per  day,  which 
they  are  frequently  obliged  to  eat 
raw,  and  three  pounds  of  bread  pef 
week.  The  humane  and  compaf- 
lionate  (for  fuch  it  ieems  there  are 
even  among  Tories)  arc  debaired  from 
affording  them  the  leail  aflitlancej' 
and  they  are  infuked  and  abufed  in' 


them,  which  occafioned  them  to  aban- 
don the  tovyi>  and  their  feveral  en- 
campments, leaving  feveral  tents,  a 
vail  deal  of  blankets,  camp-kettles, 
waggons,  carts,  hcrfes,  &c.  Such  a 
running  I  never  faw.  We  took  pof- 
fefhon  of  the  town  in  lefs  than  fifteen 
minutes. 

The  enemy's  lofs  of  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  taken,  amounts  to  between 
two  or  three  hundred.  They  have 
gone  to  Amboy,  and  to-day  we  fhall 
oblige  them  to  take  pofl  on  Staten 
Ifiand,  the  place  they  left  this  time 
twelvemonth.  Thus,  Sir,  have  we 
drove  the  proud  Britilh  troops  :  they 
were  to  have  deilroyed  Brunfwick, 
but  we  advanced  too  foon  for  them. 
Not  a  houfe  have  they  left  on  the 


irons. How  long  will  the  patiencef 

and  humanity  of  the  much  injured^ 
Americans  be  proof  againlf  fuch  refi 
terated  abufe  and  infult  ?  One  of  our 
poor  fellows  in  the  prlfoh,  in  a  fit  o? 
agony  and  defpair,  threw  himfelf  err 
the    floor   and   ex-claimed,     "  Good* 
God  !  Am  I  theai  reduced  to  the  fatal 
neceflity,  either  of   taking   up  arms' 
againll  my  country,  or  perilhing  with' 
hunger  ?  No.  I  will  die  ten  thoufand 
deatht  lirll."     This  is  no  exaggerated 
pii^lure  ;  they  are  fubltantial  fads.       • 
"  The   militia    have    turned   out 
with  amazing  fpiiit,  and  behaved  (asc 
Burgoyne  faid  on  another  occa/ioh)* 
*'  to  a  thnrm."     All  party  difputes 
have  totally  fubfided  at  Philadelphia^' 
and   they  are  now  firmly  United  iit 


road,  except  where  the  owners  were     fupport  of  the  common  caufe.  ■'Never' 
Tories.     The    fpear  General    Howe     fmce  the  commencement  of  our  pfe- 


Br  tain) 
rica 


of  domination  over  Ame- 
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end  to  the  prefent  campaign,  and  a  wallis  commanded,  who  foon  dif- 
final  period  to  all  pretence  (in  Great-  perfed  them  with  the  lofs  of  only  two 
""'""''  '  men   killed  and    thirteen   wounded ; 

the   enemy  having  nine  killed,  and 
about  thirty  wounded. 

The  neceffary  preparations  being 
finifhed  forcrofiing  the  troops  to  Staten 
Ifland,  intelligence  was  received  that 
the  enemy  had  moved  down  from  the 
mountain,  and  taken  poft  at  Quibble- 
town,  intending,  as  it  was  given  out, 
to  attack  the  rear  of  the  army  re- 
moving from.  Amboy  ;  that  tv/o  corps 
had  alio  advanced  to  their  left, — one 
of  3000  men  and  8  pieces  of  cannon, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirlin 


Whitehall,  Augiiji  zz,    1777- 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Honourable 

General  Sir  William  Howe  to 

Lord  Geokge  Germain. 

Nen»-York,  July  5,    1777- 
My  Lord, 

Having  eflablifhed  a  corps  fufficient 
for  the  defence  of  Amboy,  the  army 
aflembled  at  Brunfwick  on  the  12  th  of 
June. 

The  enemy's  principal  force  being 
encamped  upon  the  mountain  above 
Quibble-town,  with  a  corps  of  two 
thoufand  men  at  Prince-town,  it  was 
thought  advifeable  to  make  a  move- 
ment in  two  columns  from  Brunfwick 
on  the  14th  in  the  morning,  leaving 
Brigadier-general  Matthew  with  2000 
men  to  guard  that  poft.  The  firft 
divifion,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  advanced  to  Hilifoorough, 
and  the  fecondto  Middle  Bufh,  under 


t>' 


Generals  Maxwell  and  Conway  ;  the 
laft  faid  to  be  a  Captain  in  the  French 
fervice, — .the  other  corps  confilled  of 
about  700  men,  with  only  one  piece 
of cannon. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  enemy,  it 
v/as  judged  advifeable  to  m.ake  a 
movement  that  might  lead  on  to  an. 
attack,  which  was  done  the  26th 
in  the  morning  in  two  columns ; 
the  right,    under  the    command    of 


the  command  of  Lieutenant-general  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  Major-general 
De  Heifter,  with  a  view  of  drawing  Grant,  Brigadiers  Matthew  and  l^zi- 
on  an  aftion,  if  the  enemy  fhould  re-  lie,  jsnd  Colonel  Donop,  took  the 
move  from  the  mountain  towards  the  rout  by  Woodbridge  towards  Scotch 
Delaware  ;  but  on  finding  their  in-  Plains  ;  the  left  column  where  I  was, 
tention  to  keep  a  pofition  which  it  with  Major-generals  Sterne,  Vaughan 
would  not  have  been  prudent  to  at-  and  Grey,  Brigadiers  Cleaveland  and 
tack,  I  determined,  without  lofs  of  Agnew,  marched  by  Metuchin  Meet- 
time,  to  purfue  the  principal  objects  ing-houfe  to  join  the  rear  of  the  right 
of  the  campaign  by  withdrawing  the  column  in  the  road  from  thence  to 
army  from  Jerfey ;  and  in  confequence  Scotch  Plains,  intending  to  have  taken 
of  this  determination  returned  to  the  feparate  routs  about  two  miles  after 
camp  at  Brunfwick  on  the  19th,  and  the  junftion,  in  order  to  have  attacked 
marched  from  thence  to  Amboy  on  the   enemy's   left  flank  at  Quibble 


the  2  2d,  intending  to  crofs  to  Staten 
Illand,  from  whence  the  embarkation 
was  to  take  place. 

Upon  quitting  the  camp  at  Brunf- 
wick, the  enemy  brought  a  few  troops 
forward  with  two  or  three  pieces  of 
cannon,  which  they  fired  at  the  ut- 
moil  range  without  the  leaft  execution 
or    any   return    from    us ;    they    alfo 


town.  Four  battalions  were  detached 
in  the  morning,  with  fix  pieces  of 
cannon,  to  take  poft  at  Bonham-town. 
The  right  column,  having  falleii 
in  with  the  aforementioned  corps  of 
700  men  foon  after  palling  Wood- 
bridge,  gave  the  alarm,  by  the  firing 
that  enfued,  to  their  main  army  at 
Quibble-town,  which  retired   to  the 


pufhed  fome  battalions  into  the  woods     mountain  with  the   utmoft  precipita- 
te harrafs  the  rear  where  Lord  Corn-     uon.     The  fmall  corps  was  clofely 

pulhed 
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pulhed  by  the  light  troops,  and  with  field,  returned  the  next  day  to  Raway, 

difficulty  got  oft' tlieir  pieces  ofcannon.  and   the    day   following   to   Amboy. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  loon  after  he  was  On  the  30th,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
upon  the  road  leading  to  Scotch  Plains  noon,  the  troops  began  to  crofs  over 
from  Metuchin  Meeting-houfe,  came  to  Staten  Ifland,  and  the  rear  guard, 
up  with  tile  corps  commanded  by  under  the  command  of  Lord  Corn- 
Lord  Stirling,  who  he  found  advan-  wallis,  palled  at  two  in  the  afternoon, 
tageoully  polled  in  a  country  much  without  the  leail  appeaiance  of  an 
covered  with  wood,  and  his  artillery  enemy. 

v/eli  uifpofed.     The   King's  troops.         The  embarkation  of  the  troops  is 

'.-yiiig  with  each  other  upon  this  occa-  proceeding  with  the  utmoft  difpatch, 

fio.f,    prellcd   forward   to    fuch  clofe  and  I   fhall  have  the  honour  of  fend- 

aciion,  that  the  enemy,  though  in-  ing  your  Lordlhip  furtlrer  information 

clincd  :o  reiift,  could  not  long  main-  as  foon  as  the  troops  are  landed  at  the 

tain  their  ground  againll:  fo  great  im-  place  of  their  deltination. 
petuofity,  but  were  difperfed  on  all         With   the   moft   perfeft  refpeft  I 

ildes,  leaving  behind  three  pieces  of  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordlhip 's 

brafs   ordnance,    three   Captains  and  moll  faithful  and  molt  obedient  fer- 

fixty  men  killed,  and  upwards  of  two  vant,  W.  Howe. 

hundred  officers   and  men  wounded 

and  taken,  ExtraB    of  afiother  letter  from    the 

His  Lordlhip  had  five  men  killed.         Honourable  General  Sir  William 
and  thirty  wounded.     Captain  Finch         Howe  ?o£or^GEORGEGi;RMAiN 
of  the  light  company  of  the  guards         dated  Neuj-York,  July  15,    1777, 
was  the  only  officer  who  fufFered,  and         Various  accounts  have  been  lately 

to  my  great  concern  the  wound  he  brought  from  the  northern  part  of  this 

received  proving  mortal,  he  died  the  province,  in  regard  to  the  army  from 

29th  of  June  at  Amboy.  Canada  ;  and  I  have  this  day  had  the 

The  troops  engaged  in  this  aftion  fatisfaftion  to  receive   a  letter  from 

were  the  ill  light  infantry,  ill  Britifh  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  with  a 

grenadiers,   ill,  2d,  and  3d  Heffian  confirmation  of  his  being  before  7'i~ 

grenadiers;     ill  battalion  of  guards,  conderoga ;    a   copy  of  which  your 

Heiiian   chafleurs,  and    the  Queen's  Lordlhip   has   inclofed ;    intelligenc* 

rangers.     I  take  the  liberty  of  par-  otherwife  received  leaves  no  room  to 

ticulariiing  thefe  corps,  as  Lord  Corn-  doubt  his  being  in  polleffion,  but  it 

wallis,  in  his  report  to  me  fo  highly  does  not  come  from  authority  fo  cer- 

extols   their  merit  and  ardour  upon  tain  as  to  jullify  me  in  a  pofitive  de- 

this  attack.   One  piece  of  cannon  was  claration  of  the  faft. 
taken  by  the  guards,  the  other  two         I   am    extremely  concerned,    my 

by  Colonel  Mingerode's  battalion  of  Lord,  to  dole  this  letter  with  a  cir- 

Hefiian  grenadiers.  cumllance  as  dillreffing  as  it  v/as  un- 

The  enemy  were  purfued  as  far  as  expelled.     An  exprefs  is  jull  arrived 

Wellfield  with  little  efteft,  the  day  from  Rhode-Ifland  v/ith  intelligence, 

proving  fo   intenfely   hot,    that   the  that  a  fmall  party  of  the  rebels  made 

foldiers  could  with  difficulty  continue  a  defcent  there  on  the  night  of  the 

their  march   thither;    in  the   mean  10th  inllant,  furprized  Major-general 

time  it   gave   opportunity   for  thofe  Prefcot  in  his  quarters,  carried  him 

fiying  to  efcape  by  fculking  in  the  oir,  and  Lieutenant  Barrington  of  the 

thick   woods,    until   night   favoured  7th  regiment,  with  fuch  difpatch  and 

their  retreat  to  the  mountain.  fecrecy  as  to  frullrate  every  attempt 

The  army  lay  that  night  at  Weft-  to  refcue  them. 

f.xtraS 
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Extract  of  n  letter  fran  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral i>  u  R  G  o  Y  N  E  to  the  Honourable 
Sir  William  Howe,  dated  Camp 
before  Ticonderoga,  ytily  2,    XT]"] • 
I  wait  only  feme  necefiaries  of  the 
Keavy  artillery,  which  have  been  re- 
tarded by  contrary  winds  upon  Lake 
Champlain,  to   open  batteries   upon 
Ticonderoga. 

The  army  is  in  the  fullcft  powers 
of  health  and  fpirit.  I  have  a  large 
body  of  favages,  and  fhall  be  joined 
by  a  larger  in  a  few  days.  Ticonde- 
roga reduced,  I  fiiall  leave  behind 
me  proper  engineers  to  put  it  in  an 
impregnable  llate ;  and  it  will  be 
garrifoncd  from  Canada,  where  all 
I-he  deftined  fupplies  are  fafely  ar- 
rived. My  force  therefore  will  be 
left  complete  for  future  operations. 

Jdmiralty-Office,   Aiigufi  23,    I777. 

Extradvof  a  letter  from  Sir  Geortge 

Collier,   Commander  of  his  Ma- 

jejiy's  jhip    the    Rainho^TV,    to   Mr. 

tj T  E  p  H  E  N  s ,  dated  at  Halifax,  July 

12,    1777. 

I  failed  from  this  port  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Sunday  the  6th  inftant,  and  in 
tlie  afternoon  difcovered  three  fail,  to 
which  we  immediately  gave  chace  ; 
but  from  the  diilance  I  could  form  no 
judgment  of  their  force,  or  what  they 
were ;  the  Viclor  brig  was  at  this 
time  in  company  three  or  foiu-  miles 
aftem,  and  as  her  rate  of  failing  was 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Rainbow,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  her  making  more 
fail,  to  avoid  feparating  from  her  : 
at  fun-fet  we  had  gained  fo  much  on 
the  chace  as  to  difcover  they  were 
krge  {hips,  ftanding  as  we  were  on 
the"  ftai-board  tack,  with  tlic  wind  ac 
W.  N.  W.  I  judged  from  thence, 
that  they  were  bound  to  fonie  of  the 
ports  of  Nev/-England. 

I  followed  them  v.-'th  all  the  fail 
I  could  croud,  and  at  dawn  of  day 
next  morning  we  {?.\v  them  again 
.-jbout  three  points  on  the  weather 
bow,  with  a  fioop  in  company ;  the 
prell  fail  I  carried  all  night  had  in- 
creafed  the  diftance  ivom  the  Viftor 


brig  fo  much,  that  Hie  was  no  longer 
difcernable  from  the  mail -head. 

The.  fhips  we  were  in  chace  of  were 
about  5  or  6  miles  diftant,  and  from 
many  clrcumilances  I  had  no  doubt 
were  part  of  the  rebel  fleet,  which  had 
failed  fome  time  before  from  Boflon, 
under  the  command  of  Manley;  con- 
tinuing the  chace,  and  gaining  upon 
them,  they  quitted  the  floop,  and  fet 
her  on  fire,  going  off  in  a  regular  line 
of  battle  ahead,  and  fetting  top  gal- 
lant royals,  and  every  fail  that  could 
be  ufeful  to  them. 

A  little  after  fix  we  difcovered  an- 
other fail  ftanding  towards  the  rebel 
Ihips ;  fhe  croffed  us  on  the  contrary 
tack  at  about  four  miles  diftance,  and 
put  about  when  fhe  could  fetch  their 
wakes ;  from  her  not  making  the  pri- 
vate fignal  to  me,  I  concluded  that 
(he  was  another  of  the  rebel  frigates, 
and  therefore  paid  no  regard  to  an 
Engliili  red  enfign  fhe  hoifted,  and 
two  guns  fhe  fired  to  leeward. 

About  ten  in  the  morning  the  ene- 
my's fhip  went  away  lafking,  and 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards 
I  v/as  furprized  to  fee  feveral  fhot  ex- 
changed between  the  fternmoft  of 
them  and  the  ftranger  who  had  laft 
joined,  and  whom  I  had  hitherto 
looked  upon  as  another  of  their  fleet. 
I  then  hoifted  my  colours ;  fhortly 
after  which  the  two  fternmoft  of  the 
rebel  frigates  hawled  their  wind, 
whilft  the  headmoft  kept  away  about 
two  points  from  it.  This  brought 
the  Englilh  fhip  (which  I  afterwards 
found  was  the  Flora)  more  abreaft  of 
them,  who  pafled  to  windward,  ex- 
changing a  broadfide  with  each,  and 
purfuing  the  fugitive,  uho,  from  the 
alteration  two  or  three  times  of  her 
courie,  feemed  uncertain  which  vray 
to  ftesr.  The  Flora  gaining  faft  upon 
her,  which  Ihe  perceiving,  hawled  her 
wind  again,  and  foon  afterwards 
tacked  and  ftood  after  her  comrades, 
exchanging  a  broadfide  with  the  Flora 
as  they  palled  each  other. 

I  was  juft  putting  about  after  the 

two 
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two  fntps,  when  I  obferved  this  un- 
expcifted  manoeuvre  of  the  rebel  fri- 
gates, which  made  me  Hand  on  fome- 
thing  longer  before  I  tacked,  hoping 
to  get  her  within  reach  of  my  guns 
as  ftie  pafied  me :  I  accordingly  did 
fo,  but  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
bring  down  either  a  mall  or  fail  by 
my  fire. 

r  tacked  immediately  after  her, 
and  focn  afterwards  faw  the  hcr.dmoft 
rebel  frigate  put  about ;  ihe  pafied 
mejullout  of  gunfliot  to  windward, 
and  appeared  a  very  fine  fnip  of  34 
guns,  with  rebel  colours  fl}ing.  One 
t)f  the  gentlemen  of  my  quarter-deck 
had  been  a  prifoner  lately  at  Bofton, 
and  knew  her  to  bo  the  Hancock,  on 
board  of  whom  Mai-ky  commanded  ; 
tlie  fea-ofiicer  in  whom  the  Cons-refs 

O 

place  great  confidence,  aad  who  is  the 
ic'cond  in  rank  in  their  nav)\ 

The  Ihip  I  had  fired  upon  I  found 
outlailed  me,  and  foon  after  my  tack- 
ing went  away  lalking,  vvhilft  the 
other  frigate  kept  her  wind.  I  then 
faw  with  concern,  that  one  of  the 
tiiree  muft  unavoidably  efcape,  if 
they  thus  lleered  different  courfes ;  I 
therefore  judged  it  beft  to  put  about 
and  follow  the  Hancock,  vvhich  ap- 
peared the  largeft  fhip.  Whilft  I 
was  in  ilays,  the  Flora  pafied  me 
very  near  in  purfuit  of  the  ihip  I  had 
fired  upon. 

It  was  about  two  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  Monday  the  7th  of  July, 
that  I  tacked  after  Manley,  who 
feemed  at  firft  rather  to  outfail  the 
Rainbow;  but  I  underftood  after- 
i  wards,  that  to  endeavour  making  his 
iliip  fail  better,  he  itarted  all  his  v/ater 
forward,  and  by  that  means  put, her 
out  of  trim.  An  hour  before  the 
clofe  of  day,  he  altered  his  courfe, 
and  kept  away  large  ;  however,  we 
got  fo  near  to  him  before  dark,  as 
enabled  us,  by  means  of  a  night- 
glafs,  to  keep  fight  of  him  all  night. 
At  dawn  of  day  he  was  not  much 
more  than  a  mile  a-head  of  me  ;  foon 
after  v/hich  we  ikw  a  fmall  fail  to 


leeward,  which  we  found  to  be  the 
Vidor  brig,  who,  as  we  pafied,  fired 
at  the  rebel  frigate,  and  killed  one 
of  the  men  at  the  wheel,  but  was  noc 
able,  from  bad  failing,  to  keep  up, 
or  come  near  any  mere.  About  ibur 
in  the  morning  I  began  firing  th? 
bow-chace  upon  her,  with  cccafional 
broadfides  loaded  with  round  and 
grape,  as  I  could  bring  them  to  bear, 
fome  of  which  ilruck  her  mails  and 
fails.  At  half  an  hour  pail  eight  I 
was  fo  near  as  to  hail  lier,  and  let 
them  know,  that  if  they  expefled 
quarter,  they  mull  llrike  immediately. 
Manley  took  a  few  minutes  to  con- 
fidcr;  and  'a  f/e.'her  hvzcze  juil  then 
fpringing  up,  he  availed  himielf  of 
it,  by  attempting  to  fet  fome  of  the 
ficering  fails  on  the  other  fide,  I 
therefore  fired  into  him  ;  upon  which, 
he  ftruck  the  rebel  colours  to  his  Ma- 
jefi;y's  fliip,  after  a  chace  of  upwards 
of  39  hours. 

I  fent  my  firfl  Lieutenant,  Mr. 
Haynes,  to  take  pofleiTion.  She 
proved  to  be  a  rebel  fi-igate,  fitted 
out  by  the  Congrefs,  called  tiie  Kan- 
cock,  of  32  guns,  moftly  12  poun- 
ders, and  had  about  229  men  on 
board  :  her  complement  is  290  men  ; 
the  remainder  were  in  the  Fox.  She 
is  a  very  lai-ge  frigate,  quite  new  ofF 
die  llocks  ;  and  I  am  informed  that, 
thougli  from  her  foulnefs  and  their 
milnianagement  we  came  up  with  her, 
yet  that  fne  is  one  of  the  faileft  failing 
fiiips  ever  built. 

Mr.  Manley  informed  me,  that 
the  ihip  the  Flora  was  in  chace  off 
v/as  his  Majelly's  fiiip  t\.t  Fox  of  2S 
guns,  which  he  had  lately  taken  on 
the  Banks  of  Nswfoundiand  ;  and 
that  the  other  frigate  was  the  Bofton 
of  30  guns,  commanded  by  M'Neal. 
I  found  Captain  Fotheringham,  late 
commander  of  the  Fox,  and  forty  of 
his  people,  on  board  the  Hancock  ; 
but  his  ofhcers  and  fome  of  his  men 
were  put  on  board  the  Boilon  frigate, 
and  the  remainder  fent  in  a  filhing 
veifel  to  Newfoundland. 

After 
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After  taking  out  the  prifoners,  I 
fcund  it  necefihry,  from  their  num- 
bers being  very  near  as  many  as  my 
own  fhip's  compr.ny,  to  return  to  Ha- 
lir'ax,  where  I  .arrived  with  my  prize 
on  the  1  ith  inftant. 

I  had  the  oreat  fatisfaftion  on  mv 
arrival  to  find  the  Flora  and  the  Fox- 
both  here  :  Ihe  had  retaken  the  latter 
Ihortiy  after  I  paded  her. 

Sir  George  Collier,  in  the  above 
letter,  gives  an  account, 

That,  advice  being  received  on  the 
l6th  of  June,  of  a  party  of  the  rebels, 
fuppofed  to  confift  of  about  200  men, 
having  landed  in  the  river  St.  John's, 
he  ordered  Captain  Hawker  of  the 
Mermaid,  with  the  Gage  armed  iloop 
and  Novq.  Scotia  anned  fchooner,  to 
proceed  with  the  utmoft  expedition 
into  that  rive>j  that  Major-general 
Mafley  ordered  fome  of  the  Highland 
regiment  to  embark  on  board  the 
Mermaid  ;  that  he  alfo  ordered  the 
Vulture  floop  and  Hope  fchooner  from 
the  bafon  of  Minas  and  Annapolis,  to 
join  Captain  Hawker ;  and  that  a  de- 
tachment was  likcwife  fent  from  Fort 
Cumberland,  under  Brigadier-major 
Stedholm,  who  was  to  command  all 
the  troops  on  this  fei-vice.  That  Cap- 
tain Hawker  arriving  off  St.  John's- 
Road  on  the  27ih,  found  the  Vulture 
in  that  river,  and  was  informed  by 
Captain  Feattus,  that  the  rebels  had 
taken  pofieiTion  of  the  town,  and  had 
iired  on  his  boats,  and  wounded  fix 
of  his  men  on  their  attempting  to 
land.  That  when  the  Mermaid  an- 
chored in  the  road,  the  rebels  quitted 
the  tovv'n,  and  poff:ed  themfelves  in 
the  woods,  round  the  harbour ;  that 
neither  the  Hope,  nor  any  of  the 
armed  vefTels  with  the  troops  from 
Fort  Cumberland  were  arrived ;  but 
that  Captain  Hawker,  neverthe  lei's 
thinking  he  had  a  fufficient  force  to 
attack  the  rebels,  made  a  difpofition 
accordingly;  that  Major  Stedholm 
critically  arriving,  took  the  command 
of  the  detachment  upon  their  landing, 
and  marched  them  in;;o  the  woods. 


dividing  his  party  fo  well,  and  giving 
fo  brifk  a  fire,  that  the  rebels  were 
foon  put  to  flight ;  and  being  better 
acquainted  with  the  country  than  the 
King's  troops,  made  their  efcnpe  by 
gaining  the  whale-boats,  and  puflied 
up  the  river  above  the  falls.  The 
lofs  on  either  fide  was  very  incon- 
fiderable. 


Dijiribution  of  the  BrittJI?  Forces  wi- 
der  the  command  of  Sir  William 
'Howe,  K.  B. 

Head    ^uaj-iers,    A7nboy,    Jime    23, 
1777. _ 

The   army  to    be  brigaded,    and  to 
embark  in  the  following  manner : 

Britifh, — General  Sir  William  f  lowe. 
Lieutenant  -  general  Earl  Corn- 
wallis . 

2  Battalions  of  Light  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Abercrombie  and 
Major  Craig;  Major  Maitland  and 
Major  Straubenzie. 

2  Battalions  of  Grenadiers, Lieut. 

Col.  Medows  and  Major  Mitchell ; 
Lieut.  Colonel  Monckton  and 
Major  Gardiner. 

Brigade  of  Guards,  ift  and  2d  Bat- 
talion,  Brigadier-general  Mat- 
thew. 

lit  Brigade, —No  Officer  appointed, 
4th,  23d,  28th,  and  49th  regi- 
ments. 

2d  Ditto,— —Major-general  Grant, 
5th,  loth,  27th,  4oth,and55threg. 

3d    Ditto, Major-general    Gray, 

15th,  42d,  2  battalions,  44th,  and 
17th  regiments. 
4th    Ditto, — Brigadier-general     Ag- 
new,   33d,  37th,  46th,    and  64th 
regiments, 

5th  Ditto, — Brigadier-general  Leflie, 
71ft,   3  battalions. 

1 6th  Light  Dragoons. 

Heffians.— — Lieut.    General  Knip- 

haufen. 
Heffian  and  Anfpach  ChafTeurs,  —— « 

Colonel  Donop. 
Mungcrodc, — -Lengerkin  and  Lln- 
fign's  Battalions  of  Grenadiers.— 
Major-general  Scirn. 

Du 
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Dii   CorpSj-^r^Terhacli,  Donop,    and 

Loofe's  Bartailoas. 

I  ft;  Battalion  of  Anfpiich. 

On  Ycrk-Ifland  and  King's-Bridge. 

Lieut.   General   Sir  Ht-nry   Clinton. 

At  King's-Bridge. 

Major-general  Vaughan. 

7th,   26th,   35th,  and  63d  regiments 

cf  foot,    17th  light  dragoons. 

Heflians. — Major-general  Schmidt. 

Prince  Carl,  Srein,  Trimbach,  Wef- 

fenback,  and  Koiher's  grenadiers. 
•Major-general  Trvon,     three  batta- 
lions of  Provincials. 
At  New-York.  Major-general  Jones. 
38th  and  45th  regiments,  and  a  Hef- 
~  iian  regiment.  Prince  Hereditaire. 
Stnten-Ifland. 
Brigadicr-gc.icral  Campbell. 
5 2d  regiment,  Waldeck's  regiment, 
and  two  battalions  cf  Anfpach. 
Paulus  Hook,      ijyth  regiment. 
Long-Mand. 
A  battalion  of  Provincials, 
At  Rhode-Illand. 
Major-general   Pigot  and  Brigadier- 
general  Smith. 
22d,  43d,  and  54th  regiments. 
HeiTians. — Colonel  Loiberg, 
Ditforth,  Huzze,  Bunaw,  and  Witt- 
gin  aw. 

Neiv-Tork,   yidy  2  | . 
Copy   of  a   letter  fent    hy   a   Flag   of 
''Truce,  from   J .  V  E  r  n  u  m  ,   Briga- 
dier -general  in  the   rebel  army,   to 
Colonel    Loss  E  ERR,    Commanding 
Ojjicer    of    the   Hcf'ian    troops    at 
Rhode-Ijland,  dated  Headquarters, 
^/i^ertcn. 
"   Sir, 
"    The  afcendancy    of  vice,    the 
controul  of  pafiions  alone,  have  ren- 
dered war  necefikry  and  lawful.     It 
cannot  precede  anaftual  tyranny  and 
a  refufal  of  reoaration  which  fuppofed 
a  demand.     Reprifals  are  frequently 
attended  with  declarations  and  con- 
fequential  hoftilities.  ■  The  caufe  of 
humanity,  the    importance    of  civil 
focieties,    make   thcfe   pre-requifites 
lb  much  elleemed  by  the  law  of  Na- 
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ture.       Religion,    in    its    matchleft 
evangelick  difplay,  excites  us  to  an 
univerfal  philanthropy,    and    confe- 
quently  not  to  levy  war  but  from 
neceffity.   Have  thele  or  fimilar  mea- 
fures  been  adopted  by  the   Priuce  of 
Hclfe  Cartel,  in  fending  his  troops  to 
America?    What   companion,  what 
tie,  what  breach   of  faith,  what   in- 
jury, what  national  caufe  relative  to 
Hefie  Cailel  and  America,  anteceded 
your  ravages  in    the  country  ?  Two 
countries,  two   territories,    kingdoms 
or  Hates,  not  united   by  political  fti- 
pulations,  are  like  two  individuals  in 
a  flate  of  nature,  equally  independent. 
The  Hrll  violation  amounts  to  murder, 
robbery,  or  plunder.     By  every  rea 
fon,   by  e^-cry   law,  you  are  entitled 
to   vindiftive  julHce,   but  the  pleni- 
tude of  American  pity,    tendernefs, 
and  mercy,  has  caufed  your  deluded 
troops,  captives  in  our  poireffion,  to 
tafte  thofc  fweets  of  freedom  to  which 
before  they   were    perfeft    Grangers. 
The   man   who   noblv  fights  in   the 
caufe  of  his  country,  in  defence  of  his 
violated  laws  and  liberties,  while  he 
feels    the    approbation    oi  an  honeft 
man,  while  he  enjoys  the  praifes  of 
all  the  virtuous  and  brave ;  he  anti- 
cipates the  joys  of  Heaven,  preluded 
by  the  re>l"titude   of  his  mind.     But 
the  man  who  fights  for  gain  (a  fordid 
mercenary)  what  is  he  ?  Why  uo  Hef- 
fians   contend  with  Americans  ?    By 
Nature  they  are  brethren,  the  offs- 
2:>ring  of  one  univerial  Parent,   bound 
by  the  univefial  laws  of  God  tc  mu- 
tual   benevolence.       The    glittering 
coin  cf  Britain,  or  her  dark  intn;^ues, 
has    inteipofed.       The    ccniequence 
you   know.      You   are   ftrangeis    to 
your  brethren  here,  except  a  daftard 
lew,  they   love   you,    and   wiih  you 
well.     I'hcle  few  may  join  with  Bri- 
tain.    You  call  us  rebels.     Did  ever 
America  rebel    againll    the    laws    of 
Heffe   Cafiel  ?    A  general    breach  of 
laws    conilitutes    rebellion.    '  Think 
again,  and   change    ye   the   epithet. 
Could  vou  kuow  the  caufe,  the  man- 
1,  1  aers, 
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tiers,  the  religion,  and  the  injuries  of 
America,  you  would  add  your  num- 
ber;; to  her  \;rtuous  fons,  and  live  in 
perce  and  plenty.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
mcft  obvidient  and  humble  fr!.rvant, 

J.  Varkum. 
To  the   Hcfjtan   Officer  firji   in  Rank^ 
Rbode-IJland. 


j5v     hh    Excellency     Sir    V/illiam 
"  Howe,  Knight    of  the   Mnjl    Ho- 
nauralU    Order    of  the  Bath,   Ge- 
neral  and    Commander    in     Chief, 
i^c.  ^c.  l£c. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  many  veflels  have  arrived, 
and  are  daily  arriving  in  this  port, 
with  cargoes  of  different  kinds  for  the 
life  of  his  Majelly's  forces,  under  my 
command,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
habitants of  fuch  parts  of  the  province 
of  New-York  as  are  or  may  be  under 
the  pr::tectioi'i  of  his  AT:  jelly's  forces; 
in  order  that  the  importers  may  not 
fuffer  by  the  detention  of  fuch  car- 
goes on  b^ai-d  fhips,  as  well  ar.  to  pre- 
vent any  part  thereof  from  being  clan- 
deftinely  conveyed  to  the  rebels  :  I 
have  thought  fit  to  i/lue  this  Procla- 
mation, appointing  Andrew  Elliot, 
Efq.  to  be  Superintendant  of  all  im- 
ports and  expoits  to  and  from  the 
liland.  of  New- York,  Long-Ifland, 
and  Staten-Lland,  (tranfports,  vic- 
tuallers, and  pr'z.js  excepted) :  hereby 
ordering  and  com.nantiing  all  mailers 
of  merchant  Ihips,  immediately  on 
their  arrival,  to  make  entry  of  the 
veilels,  and  deliver  in  proper  mani- 
feils  of  their  cargoes,  on  oa!.h,  at  the 
S'iperintendant's  office  ;  and  sny  goods 
found  on  board,  not  inferted  in  the 
f  d  manifefts  fliall  be  leized  and 
forfeited  ;  and  if  any  mailer  of  a  vef- 
fei,  arriving  in  tJiis  port  or  its  depen- 
dencies, as  ar'c-relaid,  fiiall  break 
bulk,  or  fuffer  the  fame  to  be  done, 
before  he  has.cl'tained  a  psrr.dnion  in 
wridng  from  the  Saperintenurait  or 
his  deputy,  any  part  of  tlie  cargo  fo* 
landtd  Ihall  be  lLize<l  and  fbrfeifed, 
and  the  mailer  liable  to  imprifon- 


ment ;  and  all  rum,  fpirits,  fugar, 
molaffes,  and  fak  imported,  arc  to  be 
ftored  at  the  expence  of  the  owner:;  c^ 
importers,  in  warehoufes  by  them  to 
be  provided,  under  the  infpettcn  of 
the  laid  Superintendant  cr  hir.  oihcers, 
with  \yhom  the  keys  are  to  be  lodged, 
v/ho  will  grant  permiflions  when  the 
fame  or  any  pan  thereof  is  fold  for 
the  ufe  of  the  arm/,  nivy,  cr  inha- 
bitants, fuch  permiffion  always  fpe- 
cifying  the  quantity,  and  to  whom, 
the  fame  is  difpofed. 

And  I  do  further  order  and  direfl, 
that  no  goods  or  merchandize  wr.at- 
ever  fliall  be  laden  on  board  any  flap 
or  veffel  {fuch  as  are  in  his  Majelly's 
fervice  excepted)  until  permiifion  in 
v/riting  is  firll  obtained  from  tiie  Su- 
perintendant's  oiEce,  fpecifying  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods  fo 
intended  to  be  laden,  with  the  veifel 
and  mailer's  name,  and  where  bound ; 
and  all  goods  and  merchandize  found 
on  board  any  fhip  or  veffel  for  whicli 
pcrmiffion  has  not  been  obiained, 
iliall  be  feized  and  forfeited,  together 
with  the  veflel,  and  the  mailer  liable 
to  imprifonment. 

And  I  do  further  order,  that  nq 
fhip  or  veffel  (fuch  as  ai-e  in  his  Ma- 
jelly's fervice  excepted)  Ihall  leave 
this  port  or  its  dependencies,  until 
the  mailer  iliall  deliver  in  at  the  Su- 
perintendant's  office  a  manifell  on 
cath,  lpe:ifying  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  goods,  and  by  whom 
fh'pped,  togetlier  with  the  permiffions 
granted  for  the  loading  of  the  veffels, 
aj  above  directed  ;  and  if  it  Hiall  ap- 
pear to  the  Superintendant  or  his  de- 
puties, that  no  fraud  has  been  com- 
micted,  and  the  intention  of  this  i^ro-, 
ciaraation  is  fully  complied  v/i'ch,  he 
is  hereby  direfted  to  grant  a  certificate 
of  the  fame,  annexed  to  a  certified 
copy  of  fuch  manifell,  with  permif- 
fion  to  leave  the  port ;  and  any  vefi'el 
leaving  this  port  (except  as  above  ex- 
cepted) without  having  firil  com.plied 
with  the  direftions  herein  before  con- 
tained,   ffiali   be  forfeited,    together 

with 


with  tiie  cargo  On  board,  and  the 
mailer  Ihble  to  imprifonrrient ;  nei- 
ther are  veflels  in  ballart:  to  depart  ihe 
port  without  permiffion  from  the  Su- 
perintendant,  as  aforelaid. 

And  in  order  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Lon?-lfland  and  Staton-JfLand  may 
be  farnifhed  with  neceilariesj  and  at 
the  lame  time  to  prevent  fupplics  be- 
ing- conveyed  to  the  rehelr  thrcus,h 
thofe   channels,  I    do  further  diretSl 
that  no  velTel  or  fmall  cratt  whatever 
f!;a!l  carry  from   the  Ifiand  of  Ncw- 
Vork  10  Long-Ifland  or  Staten-Ifiand, 
at  ci^e  time,  without  permifhon  from 
the-  Superintendant's  ohice,  r.ny  larger 
quantities  of  rum,  fpirits,  fugar,  or 
moIaiTcs,    than   one   barrel  of  each, 
and  of  fait  four  bufhels,  nor  of  any 
other  kind  cf  merchandize  more  than 
m^y  be  judged  fufficient  for  the  ufe 
of  one    family,    under   forfeiture    of 
fuch    velTel  or   fmall  craft,   together 
with  the  goods  found  on  board,  and 
the  mailer  or  oerfon  havins;  the  di- 

A.  O 

reftion  thereof  fhall  be  liable  to  im- 
prifonm.ent. 

And  as  a  further  fecurlty  for  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  herein  contained, 
and  as  an  encouraeement  for  others 
to  detedl  thofe  who  fhall  prefume  to 
aft  contrar)'  thereto,  any  perfon  or 
perfons  who  fhall  give  information  to 
to  the  Superintendantor  his  deputies, 
of  any  goods  or  merchandize  fhipped 
or  imported  contrary  to  the  tenor  of 
this  Proclamation,  fo  that  the  perfon 
or  perfons  ofl'ending  can  be  detected, 
fuch  informer  or  informers  fhall  be 
entitled  to  one  moiety  of  the  value 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  goods  or 
merchandize  fo  forfeited. 

All  merchants,  traders,  matters  of 
vefTels  and  others,  are  hereby  flridlly 
commanded  to  pay  due  obedience  to 
the  Superintendant  and  his  oflicers, 
i)i  the  execution  of  their  duty,  as  they 
/hall  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  pe- 
ril :  and  all  officers  civil  and  military, 
are  required  to  aid  and  affilt  them  in 
all  cafes  where  the  farae  fhall  be 
found  neceffary. 
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The  Superintendant,  his  deputy, 
and  all  perfons  afting  under  t!iem, 
having  their  falaries  appointed  as  a 
full  compenfation  for  tlie  fer\'ices  re- 
quired of  tliem,  no  fees  are  to  be  of- 
fered on  any  account  whatever. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head 
Quartei-s,  in  New^York,  the  lytli 
July,   1777.   ^  W.  Howe. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 
Robert  Mackenzie,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  June  12. 
"V^^e  hear  that  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred Tories,  belonging   to    General 
Dclancey'i  brigade  at  Fort  Indepen- 
dence, have  deferred,  and  joined  Ge- 
neral Putnam's  arm.y,  near  Peek^s-kill. 
Their  leader  was  the  Rev.  Mr,  Sayre, 
an  Epifcopal    Miniller,    well  knowa 
form.erly  for  his    attachment  to  the 
Englifh    Government ;    but    feverin/- 
of  duty,  fcarcity  of  provifions,    and 
ill  treatment  in  other  refpects,   were 
the  reafons  of  their  defercing ;  and 
from  their  miferable  appearance,  be- 
ing  greatly   emaciated,    and    almoll 
deultute   of  cloathing,    there   is   no 
room  to  doubt  cf  the  vera:ity  of  what 
the  poor  devils  now  aflerc^   and  that 
they   have,  in    fome   meafure,  done 
penance   for   their    mifconduft    and 
credulity. 

Philadelphia,   "June  16,   1 777. 
Letter  from  General  Arnold  to  Ge- 
neral Mifflin. 
CorelPs  Ferry,  June  15,  ^']'J']'y 

Ele-uejt  o'clock  at  night, 
"  Dear  General, 
"  I  have  received  no  intelligence 
from  General  Walliington  fmce  four 
o'clock  lalt  evening,  at  v/hich  time 
the  enemy  were  encamped  at  Somer- 
set Court-houfe,  fuppolbd  to  be  {ev&n. 
thouiand  in  number,  under  command 
of  General  Howe  and  Cornwallis. 
This  is  doubtlefs  their  main  body. 
Their  firlr  defign  feems  to  have  been 
to  cut  oft"  General  Sullivan's  retreat, 
and  poUeij  themfelves  of  this  place. 
Finding  General  Sullivan  had  fruf- 
trated  tlieir  intensions  by  a  forced 
L  1  2  march, 
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march,  they  appeared  to  have  given 
over  their  firll  delign,  and  now  wiih 
to  draw  Gen.   Waihington   from  his 
ftrong  hold ;    which,  if  they    effedl, 
probably   a    body    from    Bruufwick 
will  take  poffeffion  of  it.     General 
Wa(hington  vviil  doubtlefs  difappoint 
them,  as  he  remains  quiet  in  his  en- 
campment.    The  militia  turns  out  in 
great  numbers  in  the  Jerfeys.     Gen. 
Sullivan    is  gone   to   Fleming-town, 
twelve  miles  from  this.     The  troops 
that  arrive  here  are  immediately  fent 
after  him.    I  am  very  fearful  the  ene- 
my will  retire  to  Brunfwick  before 
you  arrive  with  your  reinforcements, 
and  oblige  us  to  attack  them  at  a  dif- 
advantage  ;  for  fight  them  we  mull, 
when   all  our  relnforcemeats  are,  in, 
we  cannot  avoid  it  with  honour.  Our 
men   are  in  high  fpirits,  aai  in  four 
days  we  (hall  have  upwards  of  twenty 
thoufand.    General  Putnam  has  eight 
thoufand  with  him.     General  Waih- 
ington has  wrote  three  days  fince  for 
four  thoufand  to  be  fent  immediately 
lo  Inn).   I  expeft  every  minute  to  hear 
from  Our  army  and  the  enemy.    Every 
intelligence  of  confequence  fhall  be 
forwarded  to  you  diredly.  I  am,  Sec. 
-  B.  Arnqld. 

Major  General  Mifflht. 

Lail  night  arri\ed  an  exprefs  from 
the  Jerfeys,  by  which  we  le;an,  that 
the  enemy  were  in  motion  at  one 
o'clock,  on  yefterday  morning,  but 
which  way  was  not  known.  That 
General  Sullivan  was  hourly  receiving 
reinforcements  from  the  Jerfeys  mi- 
litia, and  was  within  fix  miles  of  the 
enemy,  where  he  determined  to  make 
a  ftariKi  if  tliey  came  that  way ;  and 
that  he  had  taken  one  of  the  enem.y's 
light  horfe,  who  was  with  a  fmall 
party  reconnoitring^. 

Philode  phia. 
Ext  rail     of   a    Utter    from    General 
WASHI^fOTON   to  Congrefs,  dated 
Camp   at   ^ibble-toxvn,   fime  25, 

J777- 
"   Sir, 

"  When  I  had  the  honour  t®  ad- 


drefs  you  lafl:,  it  v.'as  on  the  fulije^l 
of  the  enemy's  retreat  from  Brunf- 
wick to  Ambov,  and  of  the  raeafures 
purfued  to  annoy  them.     At  the  time 
of  writing,  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived rcfpefting  their  lofs  was  rather 
vague   and  uncertain  ;    but  we  have 
reafon  to    believe,  from  intelligence 
through  various  channels  fmce,  that 
it    was  pretty  confiderable,  and  fell 
chiefly   en  the  grenadiers  and    light 
infantry,  who  formed  their  covering 
party.     The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter 
correfponds  with  other   accounts    on 
this  head,  and  with  the  declarations 
of  fome  deferters.     Some  of  the  ac- 
counts  are,  that  officers   were  heard 
to  fay,  they  had  not  fufFered  fo  fe- 
verely  fmce  the  affair  at  Prince-town. 
"  Afi^rr  the  evacuation  of  Brunf- 
wick, 1  determined,  with  the  advice 
of  my  general  officers,  to  moVe  the 
whole  army  next  morning  to  this  poll, 
where  they  would  be  nearer  the  ene- 
my, and  might  aft  according  tocircum- 
ftances.     In   this  I  was  prevented  by 
rain,  and  they  only  moved  yefterday 
morning;. 

"  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that 
an  exprefs  fent  off  to  Gen.  Maxwell 
on  Saturday  night,  to  inform  him  of 
Gen.  Green's  movements  towards 
Brunfwick,  that  he  might  conduct 
himfelf  accordingly,  did  not  reach 
him.  Wiiether  the  exprefs  went  de- 
iiunedly  to  the  enemy,  or  was  taken, 
is  not  known,  but  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  he  fell  into  their  hands.  If 
Gen.  Maxwell  had  received  the  order, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  their  whole  rear 
guard  would  have  been  cut  off.  This 
the  enemy  coHfeU'ed  themfelves,  as 
we  are  well  informed  by  perfons  in 
Bonham-town. 

"  By  a.  reconnoitring  party  juH 
returned,  it  is  reported  as  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  any  of  the  enemy  have 
removed  from  Amboy  ;  though  it  is 
almoit  certain  they  have  tranfported  a 
great  deal  of  their  baggage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

G.    WASHINfiTON." 

♦'  May 
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*^Mav  it  pleife  yo*r  Excellency, 
"  I  have  thought  proper  to  trouble 
your  Excellency  with  the  following 
intelligence,  received  by  three  dif- 
ferent ways,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
the  fleet,  from  New- York  harbour, 
has  removed  to  the  Watering  Place 
and  Princes  Bay,  where  the  baggage 


height?  and  pafTes  in  the  mountains 
on  our  left.  The  two  lail  feemed  to 
be  the  firft  objefts  of  his  attention,  a$ 
his  march  was  rapid  againft  thefe  par- 
ties, and  indicated  aftrong  difpofition 
to  gain  thofe  pafles.  In  this  fituation 
of  affairs,  it  \Vas  thought  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  we   fhould   move  our 


and  troops,  pafTing  from  the  Jerfeys,  force  from  the  low  ground  to  occupy 

are   conftantly  embarking — that    the  the  heights  before  them,  which  was 

tranfpcrt   at   New- York,    cut  down  efFefted.     As  they  advanced  they  fell 

for  a  floating    battery,    has  twenty-  in  with  fome  of  our  light  parties,  and 

fix  24  and  1 8  pounders,  and  lies  off  part  of  Lord  Stirling's  divifion,  with 

the  grand   battery  in  the  riN-er ;  an-  which    they  had  fome    pretty   fmarC 

other,  which  they  have  been  fitting  fkirmiihing,  with  but  very  little  lofs. 


for   the    fame   purpofe,  is    neglefted 
and  unfiniihed.     Gen.  Howe  arrived 
at  New-York  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
the  whole  of  which  day  they  were 
employed  in  removing  the  wounded 
foldiers  from   the  docks  to  the  hofpi- 
tals  there,  faid  to  amount  to  five  hun- 
dred men.      Col.   Campbell,  of  the 
57th  regiment  of  Britilh  troops,  gar- 
rlfons  New-York,  with  the  affillance 
of  the  inhabitants,  fifty  of  whom  are 
obliged  to  do  duty  every  day, 
I  am.  Sec." 
Publifhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,   July  3. 
£opy  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Wash- 


I .  believe,    on   our   fide,    except   m 
three  field  pieces,  which  unfortunately 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands ;  but  not 
having  obtained  returns  yet,  I  cannot 
determine  with  certainty,  nor  can  w« 
afcercain  what  the  enemy's  lofs  was. 
As  foon  as  we  had  gained  the  pafles, 
I  detached   a  body  of  light  troops, 
under    Brigadier-general     Scott,     to 
hang  on   their  flank,  and  to  watch 
and    ordered    Mor- 
riflemen  to  join  him 
enemy     remained    at 
yellerday    afternoon, 
when  about  three  o'clock  they  moved 
towards  Spank-tovv'u,  with  our  light 
troops   in    their   rear   and   purfuing. 


taeir   motions, 
gan's  corps  of 
fince.       The 
Weflfield    till 


iNGTON  to  Congrefs,  dated  Camp     The  enemy  have  plundered  all  before 


at  Middle-Brook,  June  z%,   \-]TJ- 
"  Sir, 

"  On  Thurfday  morning  Gen. 
Howe  advanced  v/ith  his  whole  army, 
in  feveral  columns,  from  Amboy,  as 
far  as  Wefl:field.  We  are  certainly 
informed,  that  the  troops  fent  to 
Staten-Ifland  returned  the  preceding 
evening,  and,  it  is  faid,  with  an  aug- 
mentation of  marines— fo  that  carry- 
ing them  there  was  a  feint ;  with  in- 
tention to  deceive  us.  His  deflgn, 
this  fudden  movement,  was  either 


in 


to  bring    on    a  general 


eQgap:ement 


them,    and,  it   is  faid,    burnt  fome 

houfes.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Washington." 

Extras   of  a  letter  from  the  fame  ttt 

Congrefs,     dated    Head    ^larters^ 

Middle-Brook,      June    29,     1777# 

nine  o^ clock,   P.  M, 
"   Sir, 

"  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcer- 
tain  yet,  with  any  degree  of  preci- 
fion,  the  lofs  full?.ined  by  the  enemy 
in  the  feveral  fkirmiflies  on  Thurfday, 
though  we  have  many  reafons  to  be- 
lieve  v/as   much    more    confiderable 


pon  difadvantageous  terms,  confider-     than  what  it  was  apprehended  to  be 


mg  matters  in  any  point  oi  view,  or 
to  cut  oif  our  parties,  and  Lord  Stir- 
ling's divifion,  v/hich  was  fent  down 
to  them,  or  to  polfcfs  hiiufclf  of  the 


when  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing 
you  on  the  fubjeft. 

"  As  to  our  lofs. 
Lord  Stirlinu;,  that 


T   am  afl"ured  by 
it  was    trilling  ; 
aud 
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and  by  fudi  deferters  as  have  come 
in,  that  t!icy  faw  but  very  f  jw  pri- 
foners  tak^n.  It  would  have  been 
certainly  known  befcrc  this  —  (that  is 
the  number  not  ye'c  returned)  had  not 
Ibme  of  the  parties,  and  I  believe  the 
moll  which  were  then  out  joined  the 
eorps  iince  detached. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

G.  Washington." 
yufie  ■^o.  P.  S.  The  prifoners  taken 
by  us  were  thirteen,  twoof  Vv'hi^h  aie 
light  dragoons,  the  reft  infantry. 

G.  Washington. 
Publifhed  bv  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Willi a7nfoiirgh,  July  l8. 
His  Exceilency-the  Governor  received 
the  fcl-ldwing  difpatches  yefterday 
afternoon  from  Congrefs,  which 
arrived  in  Philadelphia  juft  as  the 
poll  was  fetting  out. 
Copy  of  a  letter  froj7i  General  Y\^  ash- 

INGTON  to  Comrrefs. 
Head  garters,  Morrifto-jjn,    'July  7. 
"  Sir, 
"  I   was    this    morning   honoured 
with  your's.     No  change  has   taken 
place  in  the  fituation  of  the  enemy 
upon  otaten-Ifiasd,  fmce  I  wrote  to 
you  en  the  ^ih,  but  I  have  this  morn- 
ing  received  an   account  from   Eli- 
Zabeth-town,  which  mentionE,  that  a 
perfon  juit   come    from    the   iiland, 
who  informs,  that  fmall  craft  are  con- 
ftantly  plying  between  New- York-  and 
the  fleet,  laden  vvith  officers  bapgap-e, 
and  ftores  put  up   in  packages,  and 
marked  v/lth   their  names  and  regi- 
ments, and  that  tranfports   are  fitted 
up  with  ftalls  over  their  main  decks, 
for  their  reception.     This  looks  as  if  a 
lonp-cr    '-vovage  -Mas   intended  thaii  up 
the  North  River.      I  ha-ve  gi-ven  no- 
tice to  all  the  Eajlern  States  to  be  upoji 
their  guard,  Jhaidd  the  fleet  put  to  fca 
ami  fleer  that  ivay  ;  a>u/  I  think   the 
*works   upon  Dela-ivare  Jhould  be  car- 
ried en  avith  fpirit,   and  be   completed 
as  fafl  as  pofble,   lefl  they  Jhould  'viflt 
that  quarter.     I  think  the  Southern 
States  Ihould  be  alfo  advifed  of  the 
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uncertainty  of  the  next  operation  of 
the  enemy,  that  they  may  alfo  be 
making  fucli  preparations  as  they 
judge  neceiTary. 

G.  Washington." 
P.  S.  The  inclofed  piece  of  intel- 
ligence is  juft  feiit  to  me  by  General 
Forman,  which  is  confirm.ed  in  feveral 
particulars  by  two  deferters  from  the 
fleet,  who  left  it  yellerday  morning. 
Bernard   Ditch\yay,  a  deferter  from 
the  hofpital  fliipDutton,  left  her  on 
Saturday  night,  12  o'clock,  5th  July,- 
17,7.     The  examinant  informs,  that 
the  fhips  that  went  from  Prince's  Bay 
on  Tuefday  and  Wednelday  lail,  had  ' 
Heflian  troops  on  board ;  that   they 
now  lie  within  tha  Narrows,  and,  as 
it   is  reported   among   the   fliipmen, 
they   are  to   wait  there   till  the   re-^ 
mainder  of  the  troops  are  embarked. 
That   the   light  and  draught   horfes 
were  all  embarked  yefterday  (Satur- 
day  5  th  inftant)  on   board  of  about 
50  brigs,  ibhconers,  and  floops.  That 
on  Thurfday  the  troops  began  to  era-  / 
bark  at  the  Watering  Place,  and  were 
going  on  board  every  day  ;  the  Bri- 
tiih  light  infantry  embarked  on   Sa- 
turday, That  a  great  number  of  bag- 
gage-v.'aggons,  cannons,  &c.  &:c.  are 
puc  on   board.     The  examinant  far- 
ther fays,  that  the  hofpital  ihips  are 
filled  v/ith   fick;    that    the    prefent 
reigning  difeafe  among  them  is  the 
bloody  flux,     l^hat  the  troops  appear 
much  dejefted.     That  he  affifted  to 
row  one  boat  to  New- York,  with  52 
wounded  men,  on  Thurfday  the   3d 
of  July,  and  that  feveral  other  boats 
were  then  employed  in  the  fame  way. 
That  all  the  tranfports  are  come  from 
New- York,    ''^^id  now  lie  from    the 
point   of  the   Narrows    towards    tlie 
Kills,  to  the    amount  of  300  fliips, 
fnows,  &CZ.  That  no  fliips  have,  to  his 
knowledge,  gone  up  the  North  River 
with  troops ;  that  the  common  report 
among  the  failors  and  foldiers  is,  that 
the  fleet  is  gcins:  to  Delaware. 
Sworn  to  before  me, 
David  Forman,  Brig.  Gen» 
Freehold,  July  g,.  1777. 

Philadelphia^ 


(     27^     ) 


Philadelphia,  July  22. 
Extracl   of    a    letter    from    General 

Washington  to  Cougrefs,  dated 

Cut>:p  at  tbs  Clo--ve,  fuly  16,  1777. 
"   Sir, 

*'  1  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
Congrefs  on  tJie  ciptivity  of  Mnjor- 
gei.crai  Prefcott,  and  one  of  his 
Aids-d.e-Caiup.  The  particulars  of 
this  fortvinate  event  ycu  will  find  in 
the  inclolbd  extract  of  a  let'icr  this 
minute  received  fiom  General  Spen- 
cer, which  I  prefume  are  at  laige  in 
the  packet  Mr.  Greenleaf  will  deli- 
ver. Lieut.  CoL  Barton,  with  the 
fmall  handful  under  his  command, 
who  cor-dufced  tiie  enterprise,  have 
great  merit." 
L>:ira£i  cf  a  letter  from  Maj or-ge7iera} 

Spencer,  dated  Pr evidence,  July 


II, 


■  /  I 
Sir, 


"  I  have  the  pleafure  to  congra- 
tulate your  Honour,  and  the  Hon. 
Continental   Contrels,    en   the  late 
Aiccefs  01  Lieut.  Col.  Barton,  who, 
v/ith  the  number  of  forty,  including 
Captains  Adams  and  Philips,  and  a 
number  of  brave  officers,  lall  night 
went  on  Rhode-Lland,  and  brought 
pit'  Major-general  j'refcott,  and  Ma- 
jor William  Barrington,  one  of  his 
Aid-de-Camps,  and  the  fentry  at  the 
General's  door,  ail  that  were  at  the 
General's  quarters.     This  was  done 
with  fuch  prudence,  that  no  alarm 
was  given  unto  the  enemy  until   our 
party    had  got   near    the   main,    on 
their  return.     They  are  now  in  this 
fown. 

"  Col.  Barton  went  with  his  party 
in  four  whale-boats  from  Warwick 
Neck,  about  ten  miles  by  water,  to 
.the  weft  fide  of  the  ifiand,  landed 
about  half  way  from  Newport  to 
Briftol  Ferry,  then  marched  one  mile 
to  the  General's  quarters,  returned 
again  to  Warwick,  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  efcape  the  difcovery  of  the 
enemy's  guard  boats,  although  feve- 
ral  Ihips  of  war  lay  round  in  tkofe 
parts.     Several  attempts  of  this  na- 


ture have  been  made  without  any  lofs 
on  our  fide,  and  v\dth  fome  fmall 
fucccfs.  The  above  named  Capt. 
Philips,  fome  time  nnce,  with  a  party 
of  about  zoo,  brought  oft  one  Enfign 
Clark  of  the  \-\(S.  regiment,  now  a 
prifoner.  Another  party  attacked 
one  of  the  enemy's  guards,  difperfed 
them,  killed  three,  and  wounded 
one.  We  have  had  feveral  deferters 
from  the  Britifii  regiments." 

Fublilhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
General  Lee,  we  have  the  pleafure 
to  inform  the  public,  is  in  good 
health  and  fpirits,  although  a  clofe 
prifoner  on  board  the  Centurion  man 
of  war;  but  the  e.KpIoit  of  Col.  Bar- 
ton, in  feizing  and  bringing  oft",  ^doith 
fo  much  addrefs  and  gnllanti-y,  th6 
Britilh  Major-genera!  Prei.ott,  wilt 
no  doubt  iecure  his  enlargement  in  a 
very  lliort  time,  and  re.'tore  our  brave 
old  General  to  the  bofom  of  his 
friends. 


In  Congrefs,  Feb.  :-^th,    I777. 
To  the  end  that   the  moft  fpeedy 
flop  may  be  put  to  the  pernicious  and 
unfoluierly  pradlice  of  defertiny,  and 
that  fuch  offenders  who  recei.  e  the 
public  money  for  fervices  that  they 
dcilgn  not  to  perform,  may   be  cer- 
tainly  and  ipeedily  carried  back  to 
the  Corps  liiey  have  deferted  from,  it 
is  earneftly  recommended  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  Obfervadon  or  Inipeftion 
in    thefe    United   States,    that    they 
c?,ufe  diligent  enquiries  to  be  made 
in    their   refpeciive   counties    or  di- 
ftridls,  for  all  deferters  that  may  be 
lurking  and  harboured  therein,  and 
caufe  fuch  whenever  found  to  be  im- 
mediately fecured  and   conveyed  to 
the  neareft  Continental  OiKcer,  and 
all  fuch  Officers  are  hereb/  direftei 
to  receive  and  fecure  fuch  deferters, 
that  they  may  be  fafely  delivered  to 
their     rclpective      regiments,      and 
brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial  and  exem- 
plary punilhment;  and  farther  to  pay 
to  the  perfons   delivering   inch  de- 
ferters. 
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{erters,  eight  dollars  for  each  deferter 
fo  brought  and  delivered,  and  twelve 
ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  in  lieu  of  ex- 
pences  for  every  mile  from  the  place 
where  the  deferter  was  taken  up,  to 
the  place  where  he  is  delivered  to  the 
Officer. 
Articles  of  War.     Seftion  VI. 

Art.  I.  All  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  having  received  pay,  or  having 
been  duly  inlifted  in  the  fervice  of 
tlie  United  States,  fnall  be  convifted 
of  having  deferted  the  fame,  fliall 
iuffer  death,  or  fuch  otlier  punifh- 
ment  as  by  a  Court  Martial  fhall  be 
iniliaed. 

Art.  2.  Any  non-ccmmiffioned 
officer  or  foldier,  who  fliali,  without 
leave  from  his  Commanding  Officer, 
abfeat  himfelf  from  his  troop  cr  com- 
pany, or  from  any  detachment  with 
which  he  Ihail  be  commanded,  fliall, 
upon  being  convidied  thereof,  be 
puniffied  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  a 
Court-Martial. 

Art.  3.  Nonon-commiffioned  of- 
£cer  cr  foldier  fhall  inlill  himfelf  in 
any  other  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany, without  a  regular  difcharge 
from  the  regiment,  troop  or  company, 
in  which  he  lafl  fcrvcd,  on  the  penalty 
of  being  reputed  a  deferter,  and  fuf- 
fering  accordingly  :  and  in  cafe  any 
officer  fhall  knovv'ingly  receive  and 
entertain  fuch  non-commiffioned  of- 
i'cer  or  foldier,  *or  fliall  not,  after  his 
being  difcovered  to  be  a  deferter,  im- 
mediately confine  him,  and  give  no- 
tics  thereof  to  tlie  corps  in  which,  he 
lafl  ferved,  he,  the  faid  officer  fo  of- 
fending, fliall  by  a  Court-Martial  be 
cafniered. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  re- 
folve,  and  the  three  Arricicb  of  V/ax, 
be  publiflied  in  the  fevtral  news-papers 
for  fix  months,  and  the  feveral  prin- 
ters are  hereby  requefted  tu  publiih 
them  accordingly. 

John  Hancock.,  ?rc6dent. 
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Philadelphia,  April  2  2 . 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council 
has  appointed  John  Armftrong,  John 
Cadwallader,  James  Potter,  and  Sa- 
muel Meredith,  Efquires,  Brigadier- 
Generals  of  the  Militia  of  this  State. 
In  Congrefs,   April  (j,    ^777' 

Refolved,  That  the  Pay-mailer,  and 
the  Deputy  Pay-mallers-general,  be 
direfted  forthwith  to  confultthe  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  their  refpeiftive 
diflridls,  and  appoint  deputies  to  re- 
pair to  fuch  polls  and  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  anfwer  the  draughts  of 
fuch  officers  flationcd  thereat,  as  the 
faid  Commanders  in  Chief  fhall  re- 
fpeftively  direft ;  that  the  deputies 
be  fupplied  with  money  by  the  re- 
fpeftive  Pay-mailers  and  Deputy  Pay- 
maflers -general,  and  account  with 
them  therefore ;  and  that  all  other 
Pay-mailers  of  the  army  ceafe  to  aft 
at  the  pcfli  and  places  provided  with 
deputies  as  afcre^aid. 

April  10.  Refolved,  That  the 
Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  feverai 
departments,  previous  to  the  difcharge 
of  any  regiment  or  corps  of  militia  re- 
inforcing the  array,  be  refpeftively 
directed  to  ifTue  their  warrants  on  the 
Pay-mailer  and  Deputy  Pay-mafler- 
general,  for  the  amount  of  the  pay  due 
10  the  fame  ;  and,  when  the  military 
chell  is  unfupplied,  the  Pay-mailer  or 
Deputy  Pay-mafler-general  is  autho- 
rized to  draw  on  the  Prefident  for  the 
amount  of  fuch  warrants. 

Extraft  from  the  Minutes. 

iPubliflied  by  Order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

hi  Cnnp-efs,  April  1 4,  1 777. 
Whereas  the  State-  of  Pennlylvania 
is  threatened  with  an  immediate  in-  • 
vafion ;  and,  from  the  adjournment 
of  the  Lcgiflative  and  Executive  Au- 
thorities of  the  Commonwealth,  it  is 
impraclicable  to  carry  into  immediate 
execution  many  meai'ures  of  the  ut- 
rnofl  importance,  not  only  to  the  fafe- 
ly  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  like- 
wife 


\viCe   to  the  grneral  welfare  of  the 
United  States. 

Rcfolvcd,  That  it  is  the  indifp'enf 
able  duty  of  Congrefs  to  watch  over 
all  matters,  (the  negled  of  which 
may,  in  its  confcqueuces,  deeply  af- 
feftthe  welfare  of  the  United  States) 
till  uich  time  as  the  Legiflative  and 
Executive  Authorities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennfylvania,  can  re- 
fume  the  regular  exercife  of  their  dif- 
ferent fundions. 

Refolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Pr-'fident  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennfylvania,  be  requeued  forthwith 
to  convene  the  Legiflative  and  Exe- 
cutive Authcrides  of  this  State,  in 
order  that  proper  meafures  may  be 
purfued  for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Prefident  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  with  fuch  other  Members 
of  the  faid  Colincil  as  can  be  con- 
vened with  the  Board  of  War  for  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  with  the 
Delegates  of  the  faid  State  in  Con- 
grefs, concerning  the  mode  of  autho- 
rity which  they  fhall  conceive  moft 
eligible  to  be  exercifed  during  the  re- 
cefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and 
the  Council,  in  order,  that  if  the  fame 
be  approved  by  Congrefs,  may  be 
immediately  adopted. 

The  Members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  A- 
dams,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee. 

Extra6l  from  the  Minutes, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 


In  Congrefs,  April  15,  1777. 
The  Committee  appointed  by  Con- 
grefs on  the  14th  day  of  April,  to 
confer  with  the  Prefident  and  Merh- 
bersofthe  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, the  Board  of  War  of  faid 
State,  and  the  Delegates  reprefenting 
the  fame  in  Congrefs,  concerning  the 
authority  which  Ihould  be  deemed 
eligible  w  be  exercifed  during  thr  re- 
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cefs  of  the  Council  and  Affembly,  re- 
port. 

That  a  conference,  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  Congrefs,  has  been  held, 
when  the  following  Gentlemen  were 
prefent : 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton, 
jun.  Efquire,  Prefident  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council. 

Board  of  War.  Owen  Biddle,  Efq. 
Chairman,  Jofeph  Dean,  Richard 
Bache,  John  Shee. 

Delegates  for  the  State  of  Pennfyl- 
vania in  Congrefs.  Robert  Morris, 
James  Wilfon,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
George  Clymer,  Efquires. 

Committee  of  Congrefs.  Mr.  Sa- 
niuel  Adams,  Mr.  Richard  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Duer. 

That  it  appears  clearly  to  the 
Members  in  conference,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennfylvania  is  incapable 
of  any  exertion,  adequate  to  the  pre- 
fent crifis,  and  that  it  is  of  the  greatell 
importance,  that  every  power  Ihould 
be  called  forth  into  adion,  which  may 
conduce  to  the  fifety  of  this  State, 
with  which  the  liberties  and  profpe- 
rity  of  the  whole  are  fo  intimately 
connefted.  From  this  confideration, 
and  at  the  particular  inftance  and  re- 
qiiell:  of  the  Prefident  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  and  Board  of  War 
of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  they 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following 
refolutions  to  be  adopted  by  Con- 
grefs : 

Refolvedy  That  the  Prefident  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  to*, 
gether  with  as  many  Members  of  faid 
Council  as  can  be  convened,  the 
Board  of  War,  and  (in  fuch  cafes  as 
relate  to  the  marine)  the  Navy  Board 
of  faid  State,  Ihould,  in  the  prefent 
critical  exigency  of  ailairs,  exercife 
every  authority  to  promote  the  fafety 
of  the  State,  till  fuch  time  as  the  Le- 
giflative and  Executive  Authorities  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania 
can  be  convened. 

M  la  Refolved, 
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Refolved,Thatit  be,  nnditishere-  order,  for  furnirtiing  fuch  provifion5„ 
by  earneftly  recommended  by  Con-  and  with  refpedl  only  to  the  fpecies  of 
grefs,  to  the  good  people  of  Perinfy]-  provifions  fo  contracted  for. 
vania,  chearfully  to  fubmit  to  the  Art.  II.  If  any  Officer  fhall 
exertion  of  an  authority  which  is  in-  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged  by  his 
difpenfably  efiential  to  the  preferva-  Colonel  or  the  Commanding  Officer 
tion  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  pro-  of  the  regiment,  and  fhall,  upon  due 
perty  of  themielves,  tlieir  families,  application  made  to  him,  be  refufed 
and  pollerity.  to  be  redrelTed,  he  may  complain  to 

Refolved,  That  die  Commanding  the  Continental  General,  command- 
Officer  of  the  Contineatal  Forces  in 
this  city,  afford  every  pofTible  affiit- 
ance  in  carrying  into  execution  all  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  recommended  to 
him  by  the  authority  above-men- 
tioned. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  v/ill  chear 


ing  in  the  State  wher 


fuch  regiment 
Ihall  be  ftationed,  in  order  to  obtain 
juflice,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
examine  into  the  faid  complaint,  and 
take  proper  meafures  for  redrefTmc*- 
the  wrong  complained  of,  and  tran^ 
mit  as  foon  as  poflible  to  Congrefs,  a 
fully  co-operate  with  the  authority  true  ftate  of  fuch  complaint,  with  the 
above-mentioned,  in  facilitating  every     proceedings  had  thereon. 


meafure  which  may  be  deemed  con- 
ducive to  the  f?Sety  of  the  State 

Congrefs  taking  into  confideration 
the  foregoing  report, 

R.efolved,  That  the  fame  be  con- 
curred in,  and  that  the  refolutions 
propofed  be  agreed  to. 

Extradl  from  the  Minutes, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
If!  Congrefs,   April  14,  1777. 
Refolved,  That  from  and  after  the 
publication  hereof,  the  fecond  article 


Art.  III.  Nofentence  of  a  Ge- 
neral  Court-martial  ihall  be  put  in 
execution,  till  after  a  report  fhall  be 
made  of  the  whole  proceedings  to 
Congrefs,  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
or  the  Continental  General  command- 
ing in  the  State  where  fuch  a  General 
Court-martial  fnall  be  held,  and  their, 
or  his  orders,  be  iffued  for  carrying 
fuch  fentenceinto  execution. 

Art.  IV.  The  Continental  Ge- 
neral commanding  in   either  of  the 


cf  the  8th  fedion,  thefirlt  article  of    American  States  for  the  time  being. 


the  iith  fedlion,  the  eight  article  of 
the  14th  fection,  and  the  fecond  ar- 
ticle of  the  iSth  feftion,  of  the  Rules 
and  Articles  for  the  better  Govern- 
ment of  the  Troops  raifed,  or  to  be 
xalfed,  and  kept  in  pay  by,  and  at 
the  expence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  pafled  in  Congrefs,  the  20th 
day  of  September,  One  thcufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  feventy-fix,  fhall  be. 


fhall  have  full  po\ver  of  appointing 
General  Courts-martial  to  be  held, 
and  of  pardoning  or  mitigating  any 
of  the  punilhments  ordered  to  be  in- 
fiidled  for  any  of  the  offences  men- 
tioned in  the  afore-mentioned  Rules 
and  Articles  for  the  better  Govern- 
ment of  the  Troops,  except  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  offenders  under  fentence 
of  death  by  a   General   Court-mar- 


and   they  are    hereby  repealed,  and  tial,  which  he  may  order  to  be    fuf- 

thatthe  four  following  articles  be  fub-  pended,  until  the  pleafiire  of  Con- 

ititutedinlheplace  and  flead  thereof:  grefs  can  be  known;  which  fufpen- 

Art.  I.     All  officers  and  foldiers  iion,    with    the    proceedings    of  the 

fliall  have  full  Jiberty   to^  bring  into  Court-martial,  tlie  faid  General  Diall 

any  of  the  forts  or  garrifons  of  the  immediately  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  for 

United  American  States,  any  q nan-  their  determination.     And  every  of- 

tity    of  eatable    provifions,     except  fender  convifted   by  any  regimental 

where  any  contrafls  are,  or  fhall  be  Court-martial  may  be   pardoned,  or 

entered  into  by  Congrefs,  or  by  their  have  his  puniHiment  mitigated  by  the 

Colonel 
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Colonel  or  Officer  cotnmanding  the 
regiment.      v 

By  Order  of  Congrcfs, 
John  Hancock,  Prefident. 
In  Congrefs,  April  \\i  1 777. 
Refolved,  I'hat  it  be  recommended 
to  the  ExecutivePowersof  eachof  the 
United  States,  to  enquire  into  the  con- 
duct ofall  officers  on  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice,  within  them  refpeftively,  to  re- 
move all  fuch  as  belong  to  the  battalions 
ot"  their  refpeftive  quotas,  who  liave 
negleded  their  duty,  or  abufed  the 
trull  repofed  in  them,  and  fnall  be 
found  within  their  refpedive  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  which 
may  happen  by  fuch  removals ;  to 
tranfmit  to  Congrefs  all  fuch  teilii- 
mony  as  fhall  be  taken  againll  any 
officer  or  officers  who  may  have  march- 
ed or  removed  from  the  State  to  whofe 
battalions  he  or  they  belong,  and 
again  ft  any  officer  or  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  quota  of  another  State, 
who  may  have  been  guilty  of  negledl 
or  mifbchaviour  in  the  State  where 
the  enquiry  ffiail  be  made. 

Thit  i.  be  recommended  to  the 
faid  Executive  Powers  to  procure  ex- 
adl  returns  of  the  Continental  troops 
in  each,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to 
Congrefs  ,  without  delay.  And  all 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  Continental 
army  are  herehy  required  to  pay  the 
ftrifteft  regard  to  the  orders  of  the 
Executive  Powers  of  the  feveral  States, 
touching  the  aforefaid  premifes. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  Legiflatures  of  each  of  the 
ynited  States  to  ena£llaws  exempting 
from  aftaal  fervice  any  tv/o  of  the 
militia,  who  fhall,  within  the  time 
limited  by  fuch  laws,  furnifh  one  able- 
bodied  recruit,  to  ferve  in  any  batta- 
lion of  the  Ccntinf  ntal  army,  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  or  during  the 
prefent  war.  —  Such  exemption  to  con- 
tinue during  the  term  for  which  the 
recruit  ihall  inlift,  and  every  fuch  rcr 
cruit  to  be  entitled  to  the  Continental 
bounty,  and  other  allowances. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 


Legiflatures  aforefaid  refpeftively,  to 
enad  laws  compelling  all  fuch  perfons 
as  are  by  laws  exempted  from  bearing 
arms  or  performing  militia  duties, 
tther  than  fuch  as  are  fpecified  in  the 
foregoing  rcfolve,  to  fumilh  fuch 
number  of  able-bodied  foldiers  as  the 
faid  Legiflatures  rcfpeftively  ihall 
deem  a  proper  equivalent  for  fuch 
exemptions,  fuch  foldiers  to  be  en- 
titled to  the  Continental  bounty  and 
other  allowances,  over  and  above  fuch 
gratuities  as  they  may  receive  from 
thofe  who  procure  them  to  inliit. 

Alfo  to  permit  the  inlilHng  of  fer- 
vants  and  apprentices,  and  to  prohi- 
bit the  imorifouing  or  othervvife  rc- 
ftraining  the  perfons  of  foldiers  in  the 
Continental  fervice  for  any  debt  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

And  whereas  it  is  of  the  greateft 
moment  to  the  caufe  of  Americaa 
Freedom,  that  an  army  of  coniider- 
able  itrength  take  the  field  early  the 
enfuing  campaign  ; 

Refolved,  That  if  the  feveral  quo- 
tas of  the  States  cannot  be  furniihed 
by  any  of  the  means  recommended  in 
the  foregoing  refolutions,  or  anv 
other  means  by  the  faid  Legiflatures 
devifed,  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
May  next,  it  is  recommended  to  each 
State  to  caufe  indifcriminate  draughts 
to  be  made  from  their  refpeftive  mili- 
tia. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid 
Legiflatures  to  apply  all  the  means  by 
thefe  refolutions  recommended  in  the 
manner  which  they  fliall  judge  molt 
effectual  for  fpeedily  compleating  the 
army,  and  in  cafe  they  fhall  prove  un- 
fuccefsful  that  they  caufe  the  draughts 
aforefaid  to  be  made. 

Refolved, That  the  Executive  Power 
of  each  State  to  be  authorized  and 
impowered  to  order  fuch  officers  as 
they  fliall  judge  proper  from  the  re- 
fpeftive  battalions  and  companies  of 
their  rsfpedtive  quotas,  to  remain 
within  the  State,  for  the  purpofe  of 
aiding  in  inlilting  and  collcfting  the 
recruits  which  may  be  furniihed  under 

M  m   2  the 
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the  above  recommended  regulations, 
and  to  convey  the  fame  to  the  batta- 
lions and  companies  to  which  they 
fhall  belong,  fuch  officers  to  be  un- 
der the  direiSlion  of  fuch  Executive 
Powers  refpeftively. 

By  Order  of  Congrefs, 
John  Hancock,  Prefident. 


Pennsylvania  War-Office. 
Philadelphia,   April  i-j,    1 777. 
Refolved, 

1 .  That  a  Committee  of  fifty  be 
appointed  to  have  the  direiSlion  and 
fupenn  tendance  of  the  removal  of  all 
the  provifions  and  other  ftorcs,  now 
in  this  city,  or  near  the  river  Dela- 
ware in  this  State,  below  the  Falls  of 
Trenton,  that  will  be  ufeful  to  our 
cnemiei,  ftould  they  get  pofleilion  of 
them,  or  that  may  be  neceflary  to  the 
army  of  the  United  States, 

2.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city  or  liberties,  be  allowed  to  retain 
as  much  provifions  of  all  kinds  as  is 
ufual  and  cuftomary  for  families  to  be 
polTefTed  of  at  this  feafon,  it  being 
the  intention  of  this  Board  to  remove 
the  extraordinary  ftores  only,  of  thofe 
■who  have  been  returned,  as  having 
greater  quanti<"les  than  is  ufually  laid 
up  by  families  of  fimilar  circumftances 
in  common  times. 

3.  That  all  provifions,  the  pro- 
perty of  private  perfons,  fo  reiurned 
to  this  Board,  over  and  above  what 
is  cuftomary  as  aforefaid,  be  removed 
into  the  country,  to  fuch  place  or 
places,  as  this  Board  may  dirc£l. 

4.  That  the  faid  Committee  be 
empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more 
Commifi'ary  or  CommifTaiies,  to  take 
charge  of  fuch  provifions  or  ftores  as 
the  faid  Committee  are  empowered  to 
f  emove,  who  are  to  be  paid  a  reafon- 
able  allowance  for  their  fervices. 

5.  That  the  faid  Committee  of 
fifty  be  fully  authoiized  and  empower- 
ed to  take  all  the  faid  provifions,  over 
and  above  the  cuftomary  quantities  at 
this  feafon,  and  deliver  it  into  the 
hands  of  their  Commiflaries,  for  which 


the  faid  Commifiaries  are  to  give  re- 
ceipts, fpecifying  the  kinds  and 
quantity  to  the  refpeftive  owners,  and 
for  which  the  faid  Commiflaries  ftuU 
be  accountable. 

6.  That  the  faid  Committee  of 
Fifty  be  authorized  to  take  pofleffioa 
of  all  tanned  and  drefied  leather,  bar- 
iron,  &c.  &c.  the  Commifi!aries  giv- 
ing receipts  to  the  owners  for  the 
fame  as  aforefaid,  which  they  fhall 
have  removed  to  fuch  place  or  places 
as  aforefaid. 

7.  That  the  faid  Committee  may 
on  application,  if  they  think  proper, 
deliver  any  quantity  of  the  faid  pro- 
vifions, kc.  to  the  refpeftive  owners, 
they  giving  receipts  for  the  fame,  pro- 
vided it  be  not  intended  to  expofe 
them  to  the  enemy,  or  will  eventually 
put  them  in  their  power. 

8.  That  if  the  Committee  of  Fifty 
have  juft  reafons  to  fufpeft  that  any 
provifion  or  ftores  as  aforefaid  ihall 
be  concealed,  they  are  hereby  autho- 
rized and  impowered  to  take  every 
necefiary  means  for  difcovering  and 
tak  ng  pofieffion  of  the  fame. 

9.  That  the  necefl'ary  waggons  be 
fiipplied  by  the  Quarter- mailer  Ge- 
neral, to  whom  the  Committee  are  di- 
rected to  apply. 

10.  That  the  Commanding  Officer 
be  applied  to  for  a  party  of  men, 
when  neceft^ary,  to  affift  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, or  fuch  difcreet  perfon  or 
perfons  as  they  may  appoint  to  fearch 
tlie  houfes  and  ftores  of  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  as  have,  or  mayrefufe  to 
fubmit  to  the  refolves  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Congrefs,  and  this  Board, 
in  not  making  report  of  their  ftock  of 
provifions  when  called  upon,  or  have 
made,  or  may  make  a  falfe  report 
thereof:  and  that  the  faid  Committee 
be  requefted  im.mediately  to  order  di- 
ligent fearch  to  be  made  accordingly. 

I !  ■.  That  Meftieurs  William  Tharp, 
Alexander  Fullerton,  John  Galloway, 
John  M'Calla,  Robert  Knox,  George 
Goodwin,  William  M'Mullin,  Wil- 
liam Drewry,  Thomas  Irwin,  Chai-les 

Mafley^ 
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Maffev,  Tofeph  Grafeberry,  Ephraim  mittee  of  Fifty,  that  they  knew  no- 
Bonham,"  Charles  W.  Peak,  Law-  thing  of  the  orders  of  this  Board  for 
rence    Birnie,    John    Young,     Jacob     the  removal  of  (lores  and  provilions. 


Schriener,  Andrew  Guyer,  Jacob 
Godfhall,  Kaac  Roufh,  Samuel  GrifF, 
William  Heylham,  Mofes  Bartram, 
Robert  Smith,  Samuel  Simpfon, 
John  Pollard,  William  Olephant, 
Jacob  Bright,  Samuel  Taylor,  John 
Hall,  Benjamin  Armitage,  Samuel 
M'Clane,  Richard  Sewell,  George 
Claypoole,     Edward    Evans,     John 


By  order  of  the  Board, 
Owen  Biddle,  Chairman. 


Continental  Navy-Board. 

Philadelphia,   April  zi,    1777- 

All  furgeons  and  waiTant  ofhcers  In 

or  near   this  city,  belonging  to  the 

navy  of  the  United  States,  and  not  in 


adual  fervice,  are  hereby  direi^ted  to 
Snowden,  Nathaniel  Donnell,  John  give  perfonal  attendance  at  the  Con- 
M'CuUoch,      James     Montgomery,     tinental  Navy-Board,  every  Monday 


iohn  Donaldfon,  Thomas  Leech, 
Charles  Riik,  Thomas  Bradford,  Jehu 
Eyres,  James  Longhead,  Jofeph 
Copper thwaite,  John  Williams,  John 
Barnhill,  John  Liile,  Lambert  Wil- 
jner,  and  Adam  Foulk,  be  the  faid 
Committee,  who  are  to  divide  them- 
felvcs  for  particular  dilliicts,  or  to  aft 
altogether  iu  ccnjunftion,  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

12.  That  if  any  pcrfon  cr  perfons 
think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the 
faid  Committee  in  the  premifes,  fhall 
have  a  right  of  an  appeal  to  this 
Board  in  writing. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
Owen  Biddle,  Chairman, 


and  Thnrfday,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  one  in  the  forenoon,  to  re- 
ceive the  orders  of  the  faid  Board. 

John  Nixon, 

Francis  Hopkinson. 

John  Wharton. 


Notice  is  hereby  given.  That  the 
Lieutenant  of  Philadelphia  has  divided 
the  city  into  the  four  follovvino;  di- 
ilrias : 

1 .  Mulberry  Ward. 

2.  Upper  Delaware,  Lower  Dela- 
ware, High  ftreet,  and  North  Wards. 

3.  Cheftnut,  Walnut,  Middle,  and 
South  Wards. 

4..  Dock  Ward. 

In  purfuance  of  an  Aft  of  the  Ge- 
neral Affemblyof  the  Commonwealth, 
of  Pcnnfylvania,  entituled  "  An  Aft 


Pennsylvania  War-Office 
Philadelphia,  Jpril  \g,    1 777. 

Whereas  this  Board  have  thought  to  regulate  the  Militia,  &c."  I  here 
it  neceflary  to  give  orders  for  the  re-  by  require  all  the  male  white  inha- 
moval  of  fuch  provifions  and  other  bitants  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
ftores  out  of  this  city  as  may  not  be  and  fifty-three  years,  capable  of  bear- 
immediately  neceffary  for  the  fubfift-  ing  arms,  refidine  in  the  diflxift  of 


ence  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  this 
Board  being  informed  that  quantities 
of  flour  are  daily  brought  into  this 
city  for  fale,  vvhich  greatly  defeats 
the  purpofes  of  the  above  meafure. 

Refolved,  That  no  flour  in  barrels 
fhall  be  fuft^ered  to  be  brought  into 
this  city  until  further  orders  from 
this  Board,  and  fnould  any  be  brought 
in,  the  owners  thereof  fhall  be  im.me- 
diately  required  and  direfted  to  carry 
it  out  again  at  their  own  expence, 
jUnlefs  it  fully  appears  to  the  Com- 


Mulberry  Ward,  to  meet  at  Leonard 
Melchard's  tavern,  in  Second-llreet, 
on  Wednefday  next. 

And  all  male  white  inhabitants, 
between  the  ages  aforefaid,  refilling 
in  the  dillrift  of  Upper  Delaware, 
Lower  Delaware,  High-llreet,  and 
North  Wards,  to  meet  on  the  fame 
day,  at  Ifrael  Jacobs's,  at  the  fign  oi 
the  Bunch  of  Grates,  in  Third-ftreet. 

And  all  the  male  white  Inhabitants, 
between  the  ages  afcrcfaid,  refiding 
in  the  dillrift  of  Cheilnut,  Walnut, 

and 
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and  South  Wards,  to  meet  on  Thurf-     diately  to  proper  authority  now  eftab^ 
day  next,  at  the  fign  of  the  Indian     lilhed  In  this  State,  but  in  all  things 


Queen,  in  Fourth-ftreet. 

And  all  the  male  white  inhabitants, 
between  the  ages  aforefaid,  refiding 
in  Dock  Ward,  to  meet  alfo  on  Thuri- 
day,  at  James  Alexander's  tavern, 
near  the  draw-bridge. — Refpeftively 
to  eleft  by  ballot,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  in  the  morning  and  fix  in  the 
afternoon,  on  the  days  above-men- 
tioned, three  Field  Officers,  (that  is 
to  fay,  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  one  Major)  each  of 
whom  fliall  be  a  freeholder. — It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  citizens  will  be  punc- 
tual in  their  attendance,  as  the  choice 
of  Field  Officers  is  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance at  this  critical  juni^lure. 

George   Henry,   Lieutenant  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia,  April  l8,    1777. 

Pennsylvania  War-Office. 

Philadelphia,  May  I,  1777. 
I  Abraham  Chovet  do  pledge  my 
faith  and  facred  honour,  that  I  will 
not  fay,  do,  or  caule  to  be  faid  or 
done,  any  thing  that  may  injure  the 
welfare  of  the  United  Independent 
States  of  America,  by  holding  any 
correfpondence     with     the     enemies 


behave  myfelf  as  a  peaceable  and  du- 
tiful fubjeft  of  thefe  States. 

William  D.  Smith. 
Sivorn  the  26th   April,    1777,  kefnre 

me,    James   Young,     one  of  the 

Jiijiices,  ifjc. 

I  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  will 
bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United 
Independent  States  of  America,  that 
I  will  not  direftly  nor  indiredly  hold 
any  treafonable  correfpondence  with 
the  enemies  thereof,  nor  with  any 
perfon  whatever,  afting  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  King  of  Great- Britain, 
and  that  I  will  not  promote  or  be  con- 
cerned in  any  plot  or  confpiracy  againft 
the  Independency  of  the  faid  United 
States,  nor  be  privy  to  any  plot  or 
confpiracy,  without  giving  notice 
thereof  immediately  to  proper  autho- 
rity, now  eftabliflied  in  this  State, 
but  in  all  things  behave  myfelf  aj  a 
peaceable  and  dutiful  fubjecl  of  thefe 
States.  Charles  Stedman,  jun. 
Savorn  the   26th  April,    1 777,   before 

me    James     Young,    one    of  the 

fujliccs,  k^c. 

V/e  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  we  will 
bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United 
Independent  States  of  America.  That 
we  will  not  direftly  nor  indlreftly  held 


thereof,  or  thofe  in  any  way  oppofing 

the  meafures  entered  into  by  them  in 

defence  of  their  liberty,  or  that  may     any  treafonable  correfpondence   with 

in  any  wife  be  conftrut;d  fo  to  be.     In     the    enemies    thereof,  nor   with  any 

telHmony   whereof  I  have  hereunto     psrfon  whatever  afting  under  ^he  au- 


fet  my  hand,  the  day  and  year  above 
written.  Abra.  Chovet, 

I  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  will  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  United  Inde- 
pendent States  of  America.     That  I 


thcrity  of  the  King  oCGreat-Brltain, 
and  that  we  will  not  promote,  c  r  be 
concerned  in  any  plot  or  confpiracy 
againft  the  Independency  of  the  faid 
States,  nor  be  privy  to  any  plot  or 


will  not  direaiy  nor  indireftly  hold  confpiracy  without  giving  notice 
any  treafonable  correfpondence  with  thereof  immediatsly^  to  proper  aucho- 
the   enemies  thereof,  nor   with   any    rity  now  eftablifned  in  this  State,  but 


perfon  afting  under  the  authority  of 
the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  that 
J  will  not  promote  or  be  concerned  in 
any  plot  or  confpiracy  againft  the  In- 
dependency of  the  faid  United  States, 
nor  be  privy  to  any  plot  or  conspiracy 
.without  giving  notice  thereof  immc- 


in  ail  things  behave  ourfelves  as 
peaceable  and  dutiful  fubjects  of  chefi} 
States. 

Signed         Robert  Dove, 

George  Harrison. 
Sworn  the  id  May,    1777,  Icfunim^ 
J/.MKS    YoUJ'iC. 

Pkiladclphiaf 


(     279    ) 


Philadelphia,  May  6,  \J'J7' 
The  whole  reinforcement  expefted 
this  fummer  to  join  tlie  Britifla  army 
in  America,  amounts  only  to  io,coo 
Germans,  and  3000  Britifh  troops,  the 
whole  of  whom  are  raw  and  undifci- 
plined.  From  this  trifling  addition, 
the  wliole  force  of  Great-Britain  in 
America,  will  not  be  greater  this  year 
than  it  was  laft.  We  have  certain  in- 
formation, that  there  are  nonv  40,000 
tiien  e-rilijied  in  the  America?!  army  in 
the  diftcrent  States  on  the  Continent, 
and  that  the  recruiting  fervice  goes  on 
more  rapidly  than  ever.  If  a  mixed 
body  of  men,  compofed  of  militia  and 
regular  troops,  feldom  exceeding  in 
number  20,oco  men  fit  for  duty, 
kept  Gen.  Howe  at  bay  laft  yeai-,  and 
prevented  his  conquering  more  of  our 
country  than  he  could  defend  with  his 
fhips,  and  occupy  with  his  camps, 
what  may  we  not  expefl  this  year  with 
more  than  double  that  number  of 
only  regular  troops,  a  majority  of 
whom  are  well  dii'ciplined,  and  have 
feen  fervice  ?  O  !  ye  of  little  faith  ! 
Ye  timid  Whigs  and  Tories,  if  ye 
Vv'ill  not  truft  like  honeft  men  in  the 
goodnefs  of  our  caufe,  nor  in  the 
many  pledges  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  given  us  of  our  future  fuc- 
cefs,  you  may  venture  to  put  your 
truft  in  the  prefent  llrength  and  re- 
fources  of  your  country,  which  far 
exceed  the  llrength  and  refources  of 
our  enemies  in  the  field.  Come  and 
contribute  your  labours,  your  advice, 
and  your  wealth,  towards  the  fupporc 
of  the  common  caufe,  and  be  afl'ured, 
that  you  will  find  fecurity  for  your 
property,  liberty,  and  lives,  in  no 
part  of  the  Thirteen  Uliited  States, 
but  in  the  power  of  the  Congrefs. 

The  Government  of  New- York 
has  impcfed  an  oath  of  allegiance 
upon  every  idle,  neutral,  ana  fui- 
petled  perfon  in  their  State.  They 
have  obliged  fuch  perfons  as  re- 
fufe  to  take  it  to  join  Gen.  Howe 
and  ha-ve  condemned  /n'veral  of  their 
ejiates  as  forfeited  property .     Nothing 


can  be  more  juft  and  reafonable  than 
this  Suppole  a  number  of  people 
fliould  be  confined  in  a  leaky  vefTel 
together,  at  a  great  diflance  from  a 
harbour  j  and  fuppofe  part  of  them 
fliould  refufe  to  pump,  or  while 
others  were  pumping,  fhould  refufe 
to  fieer,  or  to  unfold  a  fail,  would 
not  they  be  looked  upon  as  highly 
criminal,  and  acceflary  to  the  ruin  of 
thofe  who  were  aftive  in  faving  the 
fliip  \  It  is  exaftly  tlie  fame  with  idle, 
neutral,  and  fulpeded  people  in  the 
prefent  controverfy.  They  fhould  be 
compelled  to  do  fomething  for  the 
States,  or  to  join  the  enemy.  "  He 
that  is  not  for  us  (fays  the  Author  of 
all  truth)  is  againfl  us." 

Much  has  been  faid  of  a  war  be- 
tween France  and  Great-Britain  this 
fummer.  I  am  one  of  thofe  politi- 
cians that  wifh  it  may  not  take  place 
till  the  prefent  campaign  is  over. 
After  the  experience  we  have  acquir- 
ed in  the  art  0  war  ;  after  the  manu- 
factory and  importation  of  every  thing 
necefl'ary  to  fupport  a  war ;  after 
raiung  an  army  fufficient,  if  properly 
employed,  tocrufh  the  army  of  Great- 
Britain  in  a  month  or  two,  and  there- 
by to  deter  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
from  making  war  upon  us;  I  fay  after 
t}cic{t  things,  fhall  we  wiih  to  fee 
France  ftep  in,  and  by  drawing  ofi* 
the  force  of  Britain  from  this  country, 
rob  us  of  that  glory,  tliat  prerogative 
of  free  and  independent  States,  the 
power  of  felf-defence  which  Divine 
Providence  intends  for  us?  Befides, 
fhould  France  declare  war  at  this  time 
in  our  favour,  fhe  would  render  us 
i'uch  apparent,  effential  fervices,  that 
file  might  hereafter  lay  fome  exclufive 
claims  upon  our  commerce  or  our  li- 
berties. A  peace,  or  a  cefTation  of 
hoflilitiesywy?  wcT^  in  America,  would 
leave  us  for  ever  in  the  puny  condi- 
tion of  a  feven  months  child.  One 
campaign  more,  or  two  at  moft,  will 
compleat  our  national  and  military 
charafter.  .France  will  not  declare 
war  againft  Britain  till  her  o^Mn  inte- 

relt. 
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reft,  and  not  curs,  require  It.  This, 
according  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  in- 
juries and  refentment:,  and  the  natu- 
ral progreis  of  both,  between  rival 
nadons,  muft  inevitaly  happen  in  a 
year  or  two. 

It  appears  from  an  orderly  book 
found  with  the  Heflians  who  were 
taken  at  Trenton  lalt  December,  that 
die  following  letter  was  given  out  in 
the  general  orders  of  the  29th  of 
Auguft  lall,  figned  Van  Heifter,  who 
fays  ic  was  Tent  to  him  by  General 
Howe. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman  of 
Long-Ifland to  General  How E. 

"  I  was  this  morning  an  unv/illing 
fpeftator  of  fuch  outrages  as  I  never 
believed  could  be  committed  in  a 
ChriHian  country.  The  Heffian  troops 
have  plundered  this  unfortunate  place 
entirely,  and  without  diftinction  of 
perfons.  They  have  driven  every 
poor  family  out  of  their  hcufes,  and 
robbed  them  of  their  property,  which 
I  believe  will  have  die  moil  unhappy 
confequences. 

"  I  am  fure  the  commanding  Ge- 
neral will  not  permit  fuch  dreadful 
havock,  and  I  entreat  you  to  acquaint 
him  with  it,  that  we  may  be  freed 
from  our  mifery  as  quickly  as  pof- 
fible."         Written  Juguf  z'i,    1776. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  letter, 
the  General  iflued  his  orders,  for- 
bidding fuch  condudl  in  the  troops 
under  his  command ;  but  it  appears 
from  the  book  above-mentioned,  that 
iimiiar  complaints  were  repeatedly 
made,  and  no  efieftual  means  taken 
to  prevent  them. 

The  following  anecdote  being  a 
lively  reprefcntation  of  the  blejlugs 
cf  Britijh  Gouernment,  //recommend- 
ed to  the  fcrious  perufal  of  all  timid, 
cool-hearted  Americans. — On  Mon- 
day the  19th  of  May  laft,  one  Mr. 
Anderfon,  a  houfe  carpenter,  living 
in  Chapel-flreet,  New-York,  had  a 
difference  with  a  Tory,  who  infuked 
Mr.  Anderfon  as  he  was  going  home 
from  his  v/ork,  with  his  tools  on  iiis 


So     ) 

fhoulder,  by  tauntingly  faying  to  lunr, 

"  Times  are   changed   wi:h    you- 

So  !  you  are  obliged  to  carry  your 
axe — Where  is  your  gun  now,  that 
you  ufed  to  carry  !"  Tnis  brought  on 
a  further  altercation,  and  at  length 
blows  enfued  :  upon  which  the  Tory 
lodged  a  complaint  with  Gen.  Pigot ; 
Mr.  Anderfon  could  not  be  heard  in 
his  deience,  but  wat,  ordered  to  re- 
ceive joolalhes;  and,  notwithlland- 
ing  the  interceffions  of  his  wife  and 
children,  and  a  number  of  his  friends, 
this  inhuman  fentence  was  carried 
into  execution  with  the  greateft  rigour, 
againft  a  reputable  freeholder  and  ci- 
dzen,  he  fainting  av.  ay  twice  during 
the  cxecudon  ;  after  which  he  was 
put  into  confinement  on  board  a  man 
of  war. 

ExtraSls  from  the  fournats  of  the 
Afjemhly  of  Pennjyl^ania. 

Friday,  fune  13.  On  motion,  re- 
folved,  that  Mr.  Parker,  Col.  Coats, 
and  Mr,  Whitehill,  be  a  Committee 
to  purchafe  a  coach,  and  prefent  the 
fame  to  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Waih- 
ington,  the  worthy  Lady  of  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Walhington,  as  a 
fmall  teflimonial  of  the  fenie  this  Af- 
fembly  have  of  his  great  and  impor- 
tant fervicesto  t.he  American  States. 

On  motion,  refolved,  That  it  be 
recommended  to  his  Excellency  tlie 
Prefideni  and  Council  to  ifiue  a  Pro- 
clamation, ftridly  forbidding  ail  re- 
cruiting officers  within  this  State  to 
enlill  fervants  or  apprentices,  on  pain 
of  being  profecuted  with  the  utmoft 
rigour  of  the  law. 

Refolved,  That  no  perfon  within 
this  State,  who  is,  by  the  militia  law 
of  this  Commonwealth,  obliged  to  do 
or  perform  any  military  duties,  fliall 
be  excufed  or  exempted  from  fuch  du- 
ties, under  pretence  of  his  having 
procured  a  perfon  to  enlill  in  the  Con- 
tinental army,  either  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war. 

Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  will, 
at  their  next  fitting,  ccnfidsr  the  cafe 
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ofthofe  whofe  fervants  and  appren- 
tices have  been  already  enlilted. 

Saturtiny,  June  1 4.  The  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  purchafe  a  coach  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Wafh- 
ington,  reported  that  they  had  bought 
a  very  elegant  one,  and,  in  the  name 
of  the  Houfe,  had  prefented  it  to 
that  Lady,  by  whom  it  had  been  po- 
litely accepted. 

On  motion,  refolvcd.  That  the 
Prefident  and  Council  be  authorized 
and  impowered  to  remove,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  ail  the  bells  be- 
longing to  the  feveral  churches,  and 
other  public  buildings,  as  alfo  the 
copper  and  brafs,  in  the  city,  to  fomc 
place  of  fafety. 


Philadelphia,  May  6. 
In  Congre/s,   May  3,    1 777. 

The  Committee  upon  the  Treafury 
report. 

That  the  CommifTioners  for  fettling 
the  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  Nor- 
thern department  have  produced  to 
the  Treafury  Board,  among  other  ac- 
counts adjufted  by  them,  a  general 
account  of  the  receipts  and  dilhurfe- 
ments  of  Major-general  Schuyler ; 
and  a  Separate  account  of  the  difpofal 
of  fpecie  remitted  to  him  by  Congrefs 
and  othervvife,  for  carrying  on  the  mi- 
litary operations  in  Canada.  That 
the  laft  mentioned  account  has,  at 
Gen.  Schuyler's  immediate  requeft, 
been  examined  by  the  Board  of  Trea- 
fury, with  the  feveral  vouchers :  that 
it  appears  to  this  Board,  That  before 
Gen.  Schuyler  was  fupplied  by  Con- 
grefs with  any  fpecie  at  all,  he  fent 
into  Canada,  for  the  public  fervice, 
more  than  3250  dollars  in  fpecie. 
That  he  fent  fuch  further  fums  in 
fpecie  into  Canada,  raifed  on  his  pri- 
vate credit,  that  when  the  army  re- 
treated from  thence,  he  was  in  ad- 
vance upwards  of  the  value  of  10,000 
dollars  in  fpecie  above  what  he  had 

been  fupplied  v/ith  by  Congrefs. 

That  to  reimburfe  his  friends,  who 


had  lent  Vim  the  faid  fpecie,  he. 
after  his  retreat  from  Canada,  drew 
out  of  the  Military  Cheft  feveral  fums 
in  fpecie,  with  which  it  was  fupplied 
after  fuch  retreat  j  but  that  he  re- 
mains, upon  the  final  fettlement  of 
the  faid  account,  in  advance  for  the 
public  in  fpecie,  upwards  of  the  value 
of  3250  dollars  more  than  he  ever  re- 
ceived in  fpecie,  having  taken  Con- 
tinental money  in  payment  thereof. 
That  it  further  appears  from  the  faid 
account  and  vouchers,  that  none  of 
the  fpecie  fupplied  to  him  by  Con- 
grefs before  the  retreat  from  Canada, 
remained  in  his  hands  more  than  two 
days,  the  fame  being  delivered  over 
to  the  Deputy  Pay-malter  General. 

Refoived,  That  the  faid  report  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  fame  be  pub- 
lifhed.     Extrad  from  the  Minutes, 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

We  hear  from  New-Jerfey,  that 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety 
of  that  State  have  recommended  it  to 
the  Speaker  to  call  their  General  M-- 
fembly  (which  flood  adjourned  to  the 
2ifl  of  May  inft.)  to  meet  at  Had- 
denfield,  on  the  7th,  on  the  urgent 
neceffity  of  convening  before  the  time 
appointed. 

The     Honourable    the    Congrefs 
have  promoted  Brigadier-general  Ar- 
nold to  the  rank  of  Major-general. 
In  Congrefs,   May  14,    1 777. 
Refoived, 

I.  That  the  Quarter-mafler  General 
of  the  army  may  be  authorized  and 
impowered  to  appoint  one  Commif- 
fary  of  forage  for  the  army,  and  one 
for  each  of  the  military  departments 
thereof,  with  fuch  and  fo  many  Fo- 
rage-mafters  as  he  fhall  judge  necef- 
fary. 

II.  That  the  duty  of  the  Commif- 
fary  of  forage  fhall  be  to  purchafe 
fuch  quantities  of  forage,  and  iTiore  the 
fame  in  fuch  magazines  as  the  Quar- 
ter-mafter  General  or  the  Deputy 
Quarter-m alter  General  of  any  de- 
partment fhall,  from  time  to  time,  or- 
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der  and  direct ;  That  the  Cqpimiflanes  mailer  Genera]  and  Deputy  Qunrtcr- 

jhall  conform   themfelvcs  in  making  mailer  General  of  the    departments 

purchafes    to  fuch  rules  and  rcgula-  tliey  belong  to,  of  the  ftate  of  their 

tion.s  as  fhall   be   prcfcribed   to  them  magazines,    fpecif/ing   the   quantity 

by    the    Quarter-mafter    General    or  left  in  ftore  at  the  firil  and  every  fuc- 

Deputy    Quarter-mallcr    General    of  ceeding  return,  the  quantity  received 

the  department  to  which  they /hall  fc-  fince  the  lall  return,  the  expenditure 

verally  belong.  fmc'e  fuch  return,  and  what  remains 

III.  That  all  forage  purchafed  by  on  hand. 

any  Commiflary  of  forage,  and  deli-  VII.  And  whereas  it  frequently 
vered  into  any  magazine,  ihall  be  re-  happens  that  there  is  a  necelTity  to  de- 
ceived by  the  Forage-mailer  there-  tain  hired  carriages  (tl\e  owners 
onto  appointed,  who  fhall  give  his  whereof  were  to  iind  their  own  fo- 
receipt  therefore,  fpecifying  tJie  fort,  rage)  far  beyond  the  time  for  which 
quantity  and  quality,  as  a  voucher  the  owners  thereof  agreed  to  fer\-e, 
for  the  Commiiiary  of  forage,  to  be  and  who,  if  their  own  forage  is  cx- 
by  him  produced  to  the  Quarter-maf-  pended,  mull  have  recourie  to  th« 
ter  General,  or  Deputy  Quarter-  public  magazine — It  is  rei'olved.  That 
mailer  General,  of  the  depai'tment,  luch  perfons  lb  detained  and  becon>e 
in  lupport  of  his  account.  deilitnte   of  forage,  ihall,  upon   the 

IV.  That  the  Commiilaries  of  fo-  written  order  of  any  of  the  oiiicers 
r.ige  fhall  make  a  monthly  return  to  mentioned  in  the  fifth  refolution,  be 
the  Qurr.er-maller  General  or  De-  fupplied  out  of  the  public  magazines, 
puty  Quarter-mafter  General  of  the  and  that  the  Waggon-mailer,  before 
klepartment,  of  all  forage  by  them  he  figns  the  difcharge  for  any  iuch 
purchafed,  fpecifying  to  what  Foratje-  hired  carriage,  ihall  diretl  the  Forage- 
Biailer  and   in  which   magazine   the  mailer  to  indcrit*  thereon  the  cjuantitv. 


lame  was  delivered,  that  the  Forage- 
mailer  may  iland  charged  therewith. 

V.  That  no  Forage-mailer  to  whole 
care  any  magazine  of  forage  ihall  be 
committed  Ihall  ifluc  any  part  there- 
of, unlels  by  a  written  order  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  department, 


fort  and  quality  of  the  forage  fur- 
nilhed  fuch  perion,  that  the  fame  may 
be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  due  to 
the  owner  of  fuch  hired  carriage,  all 
of  which  dedu(^"tion  fhall,  by  the 
Quarter-mafltT  General  or  Deputy 
Quarter-mailer  General  of  the  de- 
partment, be  carried  to  the  credit  of 


the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  poil  the  Forage- mailer's  account,  who  ihall 
t</here  fuch  magazine  may  be  eilab-  have  furnifhed  the  forage, 
iilhed,  the  Qv.arter-m.ailer  General  VJII.  That  if  the  Commifil^ry  of 
or  Deputy  Qtiarter-mailer  General  of  forage  in  any  department  fbould  be 
the  department,  or  one  of  his  aiTif-  ordered  to  procure  fuch  large  quan- 
lants,  die  Waggon-mailer  Geiieral  or  titles  of  forage  as  to  render  it  impof- 
any  other  Waggon-mafler  j  fuch  or-     fible   for  him  to  do  it  without  aifil- 

tance,  the  Quarter-mailer  General 
or  Deputy  Quarter-mailer  General  of 
the  department,  fhall  direifl  one  or 
more  of  his  alTillants  to  aid  the  Com- 
a  book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  miliary  of  forage,  pointing  out  the 
purpoi'e,  as  a  voucher  for  the  expen-  diilrifts  in  which  they  are  feverally  to 
diturc  of  the  forage  by  him  received,  purchafc,  that  one  m.ay  not  enhance 
•  VI.  That  the  forage-mailers  iball  the  price  by  bidding  above  another, 
make  moiuhly  returns  to  the  Quarter-  IX.  Whereas,  notwithllanding  the 
.   .  orders- 


ders  to  I'pecify  for  whofe  ufe  the  fo- 
rage is  intended,  and  every  fach  or- 
der to  be  filed  by  the  Forage-mafter, 
and  a  regular  cntrv  thereof  made  in 
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orders  that  luive  been,  from  time  to 
time,  ifl'ued  by  General  Officers  of  our 
army  to  prevent  the  lofs  and  embez- 
zlement of  intrenching  tools  and  other 
military  ftores,  great  walle  has  been 
made ;  to  prevent  wliich  for  the  fu- 
ture, it  is  refohed,  'i'hal  every  Com  ■ 
miffary  of  ftores,  Store- keeper,  or  per- 
ibn  to  whofe  charge  and  care  anv  mi- 
Jitary  ftores,  of  what  kind  foever, 
fhall  be  committed,  ftiall  pafs  his  re- 
ceipt for  and  ftand  charged  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  fame,  and  fhall  not 
iflue  any  of  them  without  taking  a 
receipt  therefor,  the  receiver  pro- 
mifmg  to  be  accountable  :  and  if  any 
perfon  having  received  any  fuch  ftores 
fhall  iofe  or  embezzle  the  fame,  the 
Commiflary,  Store-keeper,  or  perfon 
by  whom  they  were  delivered,  fnall 
charge  him  with  the  value  thereof, 
and  tranfmit  a  copy  of  fuch  charge 
,to  the  Pay-mailer  General  or  Deputy 
Pay-mafter  General  of  the  depart- 
ment, who  is  to  charge  the  fame  to 
the  Pay-mafter  of  the  corps  fuch  per- 
fon may  belong  to,  unlefs  it  fliall  ap- 
pear that  fuch  lofs  happened  without 
any  blameable  negligence  or  orniffion. 
And  if  any  perfon  in  the  Continental 
fervice  ftiall  fell  or  otherwife  difpofe 
of  any  ftores  committed  to  liis  caic, 
without  a  writteii  ordei-  for  fo  doing, 
iflued  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  depart- 
ment, or  General  .Officer  command- 
ing at  a  feparate  poft,  he  ftiall  be  pu- 
nilhed  for  theft. 

X.  That  the  Wagsron-mafter  Ge- 
•ncral  of  the  army,  or  Waggon-mailer 
in  any  of  the  departments  thereof, 
ftiall  receive  from  the  Quarter-maftcr 
General  or  Deputy  Quarter  mafter  of 
any  department,  all  luch  horfes,  cat- 
tle, and  carriages,  as  the  fervice  may 
require ;  and  that  neither  the  Waggon- 
mafter  General,  or  any  other  Wag- 
gon-mafter,  ftiall,  on  any  account, 
prefume  to  purchafe  any  hojfes,  cat- 
tle:, or  carriages,  for  the  public  fer- 
vice, without  theexprcfs  order  of  the 
Coiuin.-'nd'.'iin  Chief;  ihe  (x^mma-nd- 


cr  in  Chief  of  the  department,  thp 
Qiiarter-mafter  General,  or  Deputy 
Quarter-mafter  General  of  a  depart- 
ment;  nor  ftiall  the  Waggon-mailer 
General,  or  any  other  Waggon-ma- 
ftcr,  hire  any  horfes,  cattle,  or  car- 
riages, unlefs  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  cr  by  that  of  an  Affiibmt  De- 
puty Qviarter-m after  General- 

XL  That  the  Quarter-mailer  Ge- 
neral appoint  iuch  Affiftants,  and 
make  fuch  arrangements  for  condu«?l- 
mg  the  buftnefs  of  his  department,  as 
to  him  and  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  Commander  of  a  depart- 
ment, fhall  feem  moft  conducive  to  the 
public  weal ;  that  a  copy  of  fuch  ar- 
rangement, fpecilying  the  names  of 
the  Affiltants,  Commiftaries  of  Fo- 
rage, AVaggon-mafters,  Fcragc-ma 
fters,  and  Clerks  of  the  fevcral  de- 
partments, betranfmitted  to  the  Board 
of  War.  That  every,  Affiftant  of  the 
Q^iiarter-rr.  after  Cxencral  of  the  Army, 
and  ever)  Aftiilant  of  tiie  Deputy 
Quarter-mafter  General  of  the  ieverai 
departments  thereof,  ftiall  m,ake 
monthly  returns  of  eveiv  article  of 
what  kind  foever  that  maybe  in  or  at 
any  of  the  forts,  encampments,  ma- 
gazines, or  placer;  in  the  diftrifl,  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  to  the  Deputy 
Quarter-mnftcr  General  of  the  de- 
partment, noting  what  is  good,  whrit 
is  reparable,  and  v/hat  is  unfit  for  fur- 
therfervice,  in  feparate  columns,  froju 
wiiich  returns  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
mafter  General  ftiall  make  one  gene- 
ral return,  in  which  ftiall  be  fpeciiicJ 
the  total  of  all  the  articles  in  every 
diilfift  within  his  department ;  one 
copy  whereof  ftial!  be  monthly  trani- 
mitted  to  the  Board  of  A^'ar,  one  to 
the  Commander  in  Chitf  of  the  de- 
partment, and  one  to  the  Quarter- 
mafter  General,  from  which  return 
the  Quarter-mafter  Genera!  ftiall 
make  a  general  return,  fpecifying 
what  is  in  each  department,  And  evciy 
dillrift  thereof;  one  copy  wherecf 
ihall  be  monthly  tranfinittod  to  the 
Board  of  V/ar,  one  to  the  Command- 
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er  in  Chief,  and  one  to  the  Com- 
mander of  each  department. 

XII.  That  every  Affiftant  Quarter- 
mafter,  Commiflary  of  Forage,  Wag- 
gon-mafter  General,  Forage-mafter, 
and  every  other  perfon  employed  in 
the  Quarter-iiiafter  General's  branch, 
who  fhall  negleft  or  refufe  to  make 
fuch  monthly  returns,  fhall  be  dif- 
mified  the  fervice  by  the  Quarter-ma- 
fter  General,  or  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
mafter  General,  of  the  department 
to  v/hich  fuch  delinquent  belongs. 

XIII.  And,  in  order  that  all  De- 
puty Quartcr-mafters  General  and 
AiTiftants  may  make  their  returns  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  avoid  that  great 
confuficn  which  has  heretofore  arifen 
from  a  want  of  method,  the  Quar- 
ter-mafter  General  is  to  furniih  his 
Deputies  with  a  form,  copies  where- 
of they  are  to  deliver  to  the  Affiilants, 
and  to  every  perfcn  in  the  Quarter- 
mailer  General's  branch,  who  may 
be  called  upon  for  a  return. 

XIV.  That  the  Quarter-ma/ler 
General,  and  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
mafters  General  in  the  feveral  depart- 
ments, have  full  power,  and  be  au- 
thorized, with  the  confent  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  Com- 
mander of  the  department,  to  difmifs 
any  perfon  by  them  employed,  who 
ihall  refufe  or  negleft  any  duty  en- 
joined by  the  foregoing  Refolutions, 
or  any  other  duty  he  may  be  cliarged 
with,  and  appoint  others  in  tj;e  itead 
of  fuch  as  may  be  difmifled. 

XV.  Thnt  the  General  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  cur  arm.ies,  and 
the  Comn"iander  of  any  department 
thereof,  be  allowed  as  much  forage 
for  their  hories,  and  thofe  of  their 
fuite,  as  the  fervi'-e  may  require. 

XVI.  That  a  Major  General  and 
Brigadier  General,  not  having  the 
command  of  a  feparate  depaj-tment, 
ihall  each  be  allowed  forage  for  fix 
iiorfes  for  themfelves,  the.r  Aids  de 
Camp  or  Brigade  Majors,  and  fer- 
vants. 

XVJl.  That  the  Commander  in 


Chief,  and  the  Commander  in  any  fe- 
parate department,  be  authorized  to 
allow  fuch  forage,  and  for  and  during 
fuch  times  as  they  fhall  think  proper, 
to  the  Quarter-mafter    General   and 
his  Deputies,  to  the   Muiler-mafter 
General     and     his     Deputies,      the 
Chief  Engineer  and  his  Afliftants,  the 
Commifiary  General  and  his  Depu- 
ties,   the    Direftor   General   of  the 
Hofpital,  his  Subs  and  Surgeons  Ge- 
neral, to  the  Adjutant  General  and 
his  Deputies,  to  the  Colonels,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels,  Majors,   Adjutants, 
Quarter-maflerSj     and    Surgeons   of 
regiments,  and  to  Provolt  Martials, 
or  to  fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Officers  and  their  Depu- 
ties, as  the  fervice  ihall  ncceJTarily 
require  :   provided  always.  That,  if 
any  of  the  Ofncers  above-mentioned, 
their  Deputies  or  Affiftants,  Ihould  be 
allowed    forage,    in    confequence   of 
any  Genera!  Orders  hereafter  give:), 
and  fhould  neverthelef;  not  keep  any 
or  fo  many  horfes  as  they  v.euld  be 
permitted  to  drav/  forage  for,  in  fuch 
cafe  no  forage  fhall  be  iffued  for  more 
horfes  than  they  really  have,  nor  Ihall 
they,  at  any  time  thereafcer,  be  al- 
lowed any  forage  as  back  allovv'ance, 
cr  any  money  in  lieu  thereof, 

XVIII.  That  a  Deputy  Quarter- 
mailer  General  be  appointed  to  each 
department,  and  one  to  each  grand 
divifion  of  the  army  :  the  rank  of  the 
former  to  be  that  of  a  Colonel,  and 
of  the  latter  that  of  a  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel. 

XIX.  That  the  Quartcr-maller 
General,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Com- 
mander of  any  feparate  department, 
appoint  a  competent  number  of  De- 
puty Quarter-mailers  General,  a 
Waggon-mailer  General,  "  and  fo 
many  V/aggon-mallers  as  the  fervice, 
from  time  to  time,  may  require,  and 
make  a  return  to  the  Board  of  War 
of  the  names  of  th°  r.rfons  fo  appoint- 
ed. 

XX.   Tiiat  Major  General  Miffiin 

be 
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be  allowed,  for  his  fervices  as  Quar- 
ter-mailer General,  one  hundred 
and  fi.xty-fix  dollars  per  month, 
in  addition  to  his  pay  as  Major  Gene- 
ral.— That  the  pay  of  a  Deputy 
Quarter-mafter  General  of  a  grand 
divifion  of  the  army  be  feventy-five 
dollars  per  month. — That  the  pay 
of  an  Alliilant  Deputy  Quarter-ma- 
Irer  General  be  forty  dollars  per 
month,  and  that  he  have  the  rank  of 
Captain. — That  the  pay  of  a  Wag- 
gon-mailer General  be  feventy-five 
<lollars  per  month. — That  the  pay  of 
a  Deputy  Waggon-mafter  General 
be  fifty  dollars  per  month.  — That 
the  pay  of  a  Barrack-mafter  General 
be  feventy-five  dollars  per  month. — 
'I'hat  the  pay  of  a  Waggon-mailer, 
cff  Conduftor  of  Waggons,  be  forty 
dollars  per  month. — That  the  pay  of 
a  Forage-mailer  be  forty  dollars  per 
nionth. 

XXT.  That  every  Officer,  non- 
commifTioned  OfRcer,  or  Soldier,  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  \yho 
Ihall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  pre- 
fume  to  take  out  of  any  liable,  pa- 
ilure,  park,  or  carriage,  any  horfe 
or  horfes  belonging  to  the  public,  or 
any  belonging  to  private  perfons  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  public  fervice, 
without  having  authority  fo  to  do,  by 
written  order  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  the  Commander  of  any  de- 
partment, the  Commanding  Officer 
of  any  poll  where  fuch  horfes  may  be, 
the  Quarter-mafter  General,  or  any 
of  his  Deputies  or  Affiftants,  or  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  Artillery, 
or  any  detachment  thereof,  who  may 
give  order  for  the  taking  of  horfes  af- 
ligned  to  that  corps  only,  fuch  orders 
to  fpecify  the  particul:  r  fervice  for 
which  fuch  horfe  or  horfes  are  taken, 
fnall  be  for  fuch  offence,  as  foon  as 
may  be,  brought  to  a  General  Ccnrt- 
martial ;  and  if  the  faft  is  proved  to 
the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Court,  the 
Commanc^er  in  Chief,  or  other  Gene- 
ral Officer,  having  given  order?  for 
fuch  Court  to  convene,  Ihall,  upon  con- 


viftion,  immediately  difm'fs  from  the 
fen'ice  fuch  offender,  if  an  officer,  un- 
lefs  from  fome  circumilanccs  the 
Commander  in  Chief  or  fuch  General 
Officer  (hall  fee  caufe  to  pardon  the 
offence :  and  if  a  non-cornmiffioncd 
Officer  or  private,  he  ilial!  order  fuch 
corporal  puniihment  to  be  infliftcd  as 
he  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  laihes,  unlefs  from  fome 
circuirilances  the  Commander  in 
Chiei"  or  fuch  General  Officer  {hall 
fee  caufe  to  pardon  the  offence. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


In  Congrefs,  Ju'ie  lo,  I  "77. 
Refolved,  That  for  fiinplying  the 
army  of  the  United  State,  with  provi- 
fions,  one  Comraiffary-general  and 
four  Deputy  Comr.iiffaries-general  of 
purchafes,  and  one  Commiffiiry-ge- 
neral  and  three  Deputy  Commiffaries- 
general  of  iffues,  be  appointed  by 
Congrefs. 

2.  That  each  of  the  faid  Commif- 
farics  and  Deputy  Ccjnmifihries  bs 
authorized  to  aopoint  for  l:imfclf  one 
Cler!:. 

3.  7  hat  the  Deputy  CommilTarics- 
grneral  ha\'c  authority  to  appoint  as 
many  Affilbnt  Commiffarics  to  a£l  un- 
der them  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
neccffary,  and  the  fame  to  difplace 
at  plcafure,  making  retiirns  thereof 
to  the  Commiffaries-general  refpec- 
tively,  who  fhall  have  full  power  to 
limit  their  numbers,  to  difi:>lnce  fuch 
as  they  Ihall  think  difqu.ilified  for  the 
trufl,  and  direft  their  rerpcctive  De- 
puty Commiffaries-general  to  appoint 
others  in  their  Head  :  that  ipecial 
care  be  taken  by  the  officers  empower- 
ed as  aforefaid,  to  appoint  none  but 
perfons  of  probity,  capacity,  vigi- 
lance, and  attachment  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  caufe  tht-y  are  en- 
gaged in,  and  to  make  returns  to  the 
Board  of  War,  the  Commauuer  in 
Chief,  and  the  Commander  of  x.\\i 
refpeflivc  dep;:f..mcnt  of  the  Afrifcanc 
Commiffarits    by   thcni    rcfpeolively 

appointed. 
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appointed,  their  feveral  places  of  deliver  unto  the  CommiiTary-generrJ 
abode,  the  time  of  their  appointment  of  iffues,  or  his  deputies  or  affiltants, 
and  difmiffion,  and  the  poll,  place,     all  and  every  kind  of  provifions  and 


magazine  or  diftrift,  to  which  they  are 
feverally  afiigned  ;  and  that  the  De- 
puty Commiliaries-general  of  pur- 
chafes  and  iiTues  in  the  fame  dillricl 
make  fimilar  returns  to  each  other. 


other  public  llores  in  the  Commif- 
fary-general's  department,  that  now 
are,  or  at  the  time  when  fuch  deli- 
very fhall  be  made,  may  be,  in  any 
of  the  polls,  places,  magazines  and 


4.    That   the    CommifTary-general  ftore-houfes,  belonging  to  the  United 

of  purchafes  fhall  fupcrin tend  the  De-  States,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for 

puty    CommiHaries-gcneral    of  pur-  the   fame,  one  fet  whereof,  together 

chafes,  and   affign  to  each  a  feparate  with  a  general  return  of  all  flores  fo 

diftrifk,    who   Ihall    conflantly   refide  delivered,  to  be  fent  to  the  Board  of 

therein,  and  not  make  any  purchafes  Treafury,  that  the  Commillary-genc- 

.beyond  the  limits  thereof;  aid  every  ral   of  iflues  may   be  charged  there- 


purchafer  employed  therein  fhall  alio 
iave  a  certain  dillrifl  afiigned  him  by 
the  refpeftive  Deputy  Commiflary- 
general,  in  which  lie  ihall  refide, 
and  beyond  .the  limits  cf  which  he 
fhall  not  be  permitted  to  make  any 
purchafes,  uniefs  by  fpecial  order  of 
his  fuperior,  direding  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  provifions  fo  to  be  pur- 
chafed  beyond  his  limits,  and  inform- 


with. 

7.  Thr.t  it  fhall  be  the  dutv  of  the 
CommiiTary-general  of  purchafes,  with 
the  afTillance  of  the  Deputy  Commif- 
faries-general  and  AfTiilant  Commif- 
faries  of  purchafes,  to  purchafe  all 
provifions  and  other  necefTaries  al- 
lowed, or  which  may  hereafter  be 
allowed  by  Congrefs  to  the  troops  of 
the  United    States,  and    deliver  the 


ing  fuch  purchafer  of  the  prices  given  Commiflary-general  of  iffues,  or  his 
by  the  flationed  purchafer  in  the  di-  deputies  or  affiflants,  in  fuch  quanti- 
ftrift  to  which  he  may  be  fent  ties  and  at  fuch  places  or  magazines, 

5.  That  the  CommifTary-general  as  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  the 
of  purchafes  fhall  direft  the  Deputy  Commander  in  the  refpeftive  depart- 
Coramiflary-general  in  their  rcfpeftive     ment,  fhall  direi5l. 

8.  That  the  Commiffary-general  of 
iffues  fhall  direft  the  refpedive  Deputy 
CommiiTaries-general  to  ftation  one 
of  their  affi Hants  at  every  fort,  poll, 
place  or  magazine,  where  provifions 
ai'e  or  may  be  llored. 

9.  That    the   CommifTary-general 


dillrifts  to  inform  themielycs  and  af- 
fiftants,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the 
prices  for  which  tiie  articles,  which 
they  are  to  procure,  may  be  purchaf- 
ed,  and  that  neither  they  nor  any  of 
the  faid  alTiilants,  employed  under 
their  direflion,  exceed  fuch  prices; 
and  if  any  Deputy  Cornmiflary-gene-    of  purchafes  fhall  furnilh  each  of  the 


ral  cf  purchaies  fhall  negleft  his  duty, 
or  be  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  niifcon- 
Gu6l  in  his  office,  the  Comn.iirary- 
general  may  fufpend  him,  aad  Ihall 
immediately  certify  the  fame  to  Con- 
grefs, with  t]ic  rcafons  for  fuch  fuf- 
penfion,  and  ;ippoint  a  psrfon  to  aft 
in  his  ftead  with  all  the  powers  of  a 
Deputy  Commifiary-general,  until 
the  fenfe  of  Congrefs  ihall  be  known 
Xli'-Tfon. 

6.  That  the  prefent   Comniifl'ary- 
g.cncr:ilj  by  himfclf  or  his  deputies. 


Deputy  Commiffaries-general  and  af- 
fiflants  with  a  book,  in  which  is  to 
be  entered  every  purchafe  by  them 
relpedlively  made ;  and,  that  all  tlie 
accounts  may  be  kept  in  the  fame 
form,  he  fliall  caufe  the  pages  of  inch 
books  to  be  divided  into  ten  columns : 
in  the  firll  of  vi'hich  fhall  be  entcivd 
the  year,  month  ,  and  day  in  v.-liich 
any  purchafe  is  made  ;  in  the  fcconcl, 
the  r.auies  of  the  perfons  from  Wi)om  ; 
in  the  third,  in  what  place  ;  in  the 
four*^/..  the   fpecie':  and   qnantiiy  of 

pioviiiuns. 
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provi lions,    and,    if    live-llock,    the 
number,  colour  and   natural  marks  ; 
in  the  iitth,  the  artificial  marks  and 
s  number;  inthefixth,  the  prices ;  in 
the  feventh,  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chale-money  ;    in   the  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth,  the  weight  of  the  meat, 
hides  and  tallow  of  die  live-llock,   as 
hereafter  direfted  :  and  the  Commif- 
f:irv-general   of    iffues    fhall    furnifh 
each  of  the  ifluing  Deputy  Commif- 
farles-general   and    Ainllants  with  a 
fimilar  book,  in  which  Ihall   be  en- 
tered all  proviuons  receiveJ.  by  them 
from  the  purchafers  refpeftively  :   the 
firlt  column  to  contain  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving fuch    provifion ;   the  fecond, 
the  name   of  the  purchafer  ;  and  in 
each  of  the  other  columns,  the  entries 
before  direfted. 

lO.  That  each  purchafer  Ihall  en- 
ter, in  different  pages  of  the  laid 
book,  each  fpecies  of  provifion s  by 
him  purchafed,  and,  at  the  end  of 
every  month,  Ihall  foot  and  transfer 
the  faid  entries  to  a  general  account, 
fpecifying  the  quantity,  amount  and 
i\\  erage  coll  of  each  article,  and  Iball 
alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  fuc- 
ceeding  month,  fend  a  cop)  of  fuch 
account  to  the  refpedive  Deputy 
Commlflary-generals,  who  fhall  there- 
upon make  out  a  monthly  return  oi^ 
all  the  provlfions  purchafcd  in  his  di- 
Jlrict,  fpecifying  the  quantity,  amount 
and  average  coll  of  each  fpecies,  as 
before  directed,  together  with  a  copy 
of  each  purchafer's  accounts,  to  the 
Board  of  War  and  CommilTary-gene- 
ral  of  purchafes  within  the  time  li- 
mited as  afbrefaid 


all  cattle  by  them  purchafed,  the  num- 
ber and  initial  letters  of  their  names 
refpeftive\y,  and  ihall  alfo  have  power 
to  employ  drovers,  and  a  perfon  at 
each  place,  to  which  they  may  re- 
fpedively  be  direfted  to  fend  cattle, 
to  receive,  kill  and  deliver,  the  fame 
as  hereafter  diredled. 

1  -^ .  That  each  drove  of  live-flock, 
or  quantity   of    proviiions    or    other 
llores,  that  may  be   fent  to  any  poll, 
place  or  magazine,  by  any  purchafer, 
Ihall  be  accompanied  with  duplicate 
invoices,  taken  from  the  entries  di- 
rcdfted  to  be  mads  in  the  bocks  of  the 
purchafmg     CommifTaries,     one     of 
which,  together   with  the  live-flock 
or  other   itores,  (liall  be  delivered  at 
fuch  poll,  place  or  magazine,  to  the 
perlbn  appointed  to  receive  live-flock, 
or  to  the  ifiliing  CommifTaries  refpec- 
tively,  who,  on  tiie  other,  fhall  give 
his  receipt  for  the  articles  received, 
to  be  tranfmitfed  to   the  purchafer  by 
the  perfon  delivering  the  laid  articles  ; 
provided  that  if  any  live-llock,   under 
the  care  of  the  drover,  fhall  be  want- 
ed at  ajiy  other  poll  than  that  to  which 
they   were  ordered,    the   purchafer's 
Deputy  at  fuch  poll  may  detain  them, 
taking  a  copy  of  the  invoice,  as  far 
as  it  reipeds  the  li\e-llock  detained, 
and  giving  his   receipt  for  the  fame 
on  the  back  of  the  laid  invoice,  fpe- 
cifying their  marks  :.nd  numbers,  and 
the  perfon  to  whom  the  refidue   may 
be  delivered,    fhall   give  his  receipt 
therefor  on  the  fame  invoice,  and  de- 
tain the  other  for  his  ufe  as  aforefaid 
14.  'I'hat  each  drove  of  live-flock 
fhall  be  killed  under  the  direclicn  of 


n.  That  the  purchaling  Commif-  the  Purchafer's  Deputy  receiving  the 

farles  deliver  live-llock  and  other  pro-  fame,  who  Ihall  weigh  and  deliver  the 

vliions  required  by  the  Commifiary,  meat  to  the  Cornmiffary   of  iifues  of 

or  feveral  Deputy   Commilfaries-ge-  the  refpective  poft,  together  with  du- 

neral  of  iffnes,  at  fuch  places  as  they  plicatcs  of  the  invoice  left  by  thedro- 

thall  refpe^tively  direft.  vor,  entering  in   the  eighth  column 

12.  That  the  Deputy  CommifTary-  the  weight  of  the  quarters  of  the  fe- 


general  of  purchafes,  in  each  dillrid, 
Ihall  fpecially  appoint  one  or  more  alfif- 
tants  to  Durchafe  live-flock,  who  fhall 
caufe  to  be  branded  on  the  horns  of 


veral  creatures;  in  the  ninth,  the 
weignt  of  thelilde  ;  in  the  tenth,  the 
weight  of  the  tallow  ;  and  at  the  foot 
of  each  invoice,  the  number  of  heads 

and 
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and  tongues  :  and  the  CommliTaiy  of 
ilTues  (hall  indorfe  his  receipt  on  one 
of  the  invoices,  and  deliver  it  to  the 
Deputy  aforefaid,  who  fliall  return  it 
to  the  purchaLr  as  his  voucher,  and 
to  enable  him  to  fill  up  the  eighth, 
ninth  and  tenth  columns  of  the  entries 
in  his  book  ;  and  the  other  lliall  be 
kept  by  the  illuing  Coairaiflary  for  his 
own  life. 

15.  That  the  Commiffary-general 
of  purchaiesflrall  contrad  byhimfelf, 
or  the  refpefiive  Deputy  Commi/Ta- 
ries-general,  with  one  or  more  perfons 
in  each  diftrift,  to  make  or  fupply  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  vinegar  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army. 

16.  That  the  Deputy  Commifla- 
rles-general  ot  purchafes  take  fpecial 
care  to  procure  full  fupplies  of  vege- 
tables, as  being  eilentially  neceflary 
to  the  health  of  the  aimy ;  and  they 
are  refpeclively  empowered  and  di- 
refted,  with  the  advice  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  or  Commander  of 
the  refpeftive  Diiirift,  to  hire  land 
therein,  and  raife  fuch  quantities  of 
vegetables  as  are  wanted  and  cannot 
be  otherwife  procured  for  the  army ; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  to  employ  fuit- 
able  perfons  tocondu£l,and  labourers 
to  affill  in  carrying  on  the  faid  bufi- 
nefs. 

17.  That  the  Commifiary-general 
of  purchafcs  Ihall,  from  time  to  time, 
apply  to  Congrefs  for  all  the  money 
•wanted  in  his  department,  and  fliall 
make  the  neceliary  advances  to  the 
refpedlive  Deputy  CommiiTaries-gene- 
ral,  calHns:  them,  tc  account  as  often 
as  he  (hall  judge  it  ncceiiary  ;  and  the 
Deputy  CommilTaricb-general  fhall, 
in  like  m:.nuer,  make  advances  of  the 
money  received  of  the  faid  Commif- 
fary-general,  to  their  refpeflive  af- 
fiftants,  and  call  them  to  account  as 
aforefaid. 

18.  That  the  Commlffary  or  De- 
puty Commijlruies-general  of  purcha- 
fes  and  Maes  ih.ill  refpeilively  be  ac- 
countable for  the  conduft  of  the  offi- 
cers of  their  own  arpointment ;  and 


all  the  accounts  of  purchafes,  and 
illues,  fhall,  once  in  fix  months,  be 
fettled  bytherefpeftive  Commiffaries- 
general  with  the  proper  Commiffioners 
of  Accounts ;  each  account  of  pur- 
chafes to  be  vouched  by  the  feveral 
bills  and  receipts  of  the  venders,  fpe- 
cifying  the  coll,  and  the  receipts  of 
the  ifiuing  Commiffaries  fhewing  the 
delivery  of  all  articles  therein  charged ; 
and  each  account  of  liTues  by  the  vic- 
tualling returns  hereafter  diredled  to 
be  made  ;  and  receipts  for  all  provi- 
fions  charged  therein  as  rations,  or 
fent  by  the  refpeftive  iffuing  Com- 
mifiary  to  any  other.  And  the  Com- 
miffaries-general  fliall  produce  the 
monthly  returns  of  the  feveral  pur- 
chafing  and  ifiuing  Commiflarics,  to 
be  ufed  by  the  Commilhoners  in  ad- 
julUng  their  refpedive  accounts. 

19.  That  the  Commiflaries-gene- 
ral  of  purchafes  and  ifTues,  and  their 
refpeftive  Deputies,  for  the  negleftof 
duty,  or  other  ofl^ences  in  their  refpec- 
tive  ofiices,  fliall  be  iubjed  to  military 
arreft  and  trial  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  or  any  General  Of- 
ficer commanding  a  divifion  in  the 
army,  poll  or  department,  where  fu;h 
negleft  of  duty  or  offence  may  hap- 
pen ;  and  the  refpeftive  Afhilants  of 
the  Deputy  Commiffaries-general  of 
purchafes  and  iffues  fhall,  for  the  fame 
caufes,  be  liable  to  military  arreil  as 
commiifioned  officers  in  the  army,  by 
any  General  Officer,  or  any  Officer 
commanding  at  a  detached  poit  to 
which  fuch  Affillants  may  be  afligned. 

20.  That  the  Commiffary-general 
of  ifTues  fhall  fuperintend  the  refpec- 
tive  Deputy  Commiflaries-general, 
and  affign  to  each  a  feparate  dillrid  ; 
and  have  full  powers  to  fufpend  them, 
and  appoint  others  for  a  time,  as  al- 
ready appointed  for  the  CommilTary- 
general  of  purchafes. 

2 1 .  That  every  iffuing  Commiffary 
fliall  enter  in  dillinift  pages  of  the  book 
mentioned  in  the  ninth  article,  eacii 
fpecies  of  provifions  or  other  flores 
received  by  him,  including  the  provi- 
fions 
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HoRs  delivered  by  other  ilTuinj^  Coin- 
milTaries  or  die  prefcnt  Coinmifliiry- 
gencrai,  and  the  fame  entries  iliall  be 
made  with  rslpcil:  tothefe,  as  therein 
are  direiflcd,  when  provifions  are  re- 
fceivcd  from  the  purchafers  ;  excepting 
that  the  prices  and  cou  of  articles  de- 
livered by  the  faid  Commiiraries  may 
be  omitted. 

2  2.  That  every  ifTuirig  CommiiTary 
fhall  be  fiirnilhcd  with  a  book  of  i!- 
fues  in  which  he  ihall  open  a  feparate 
accounc  witn  e.ich  regiment,  corps  or 
detachment  to  which  he  may  iflue,  or 
Comniiflary  to  which  he  m.iy  icad  or 
deliver  provihons ;  and  each  pr.ge 
thereof  fn all  be  divided  into  columns, 
in  the  fint  of  which  fliall  be  entered 
the  time  of  delivery  ;  in  the  fecond, 
the  name  of  tlie  officer,  upon  whofe 
return  provlfioris  are  iflued,  or  by 
whom  fent  to  any  other  ifiuing  Com- 
miffary  ;  ill  the  third,  the  number  of 
rations,  and  in  other  feparate  columns 
the  feveral  quantities  of  each  fpecies 
of  provifions  delivered  as  rations,  or 
fent  to  the  CommifTaries  as  aforefaidi 
And  on  the  lait  day  of  every  month, 
he  fhall  foot  the  faid  accounts,  and 
alfo  all  the  accounts  of  provifior.f-  re- 
ceived and  entered  in  the  book  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  article. 

23.  That  every  ifiuing  Commif- 
fary  Ihall  take  duplicate  receipts  for 
each  quantity  of  provifions  and  ftores 
by  him  fent  to  any  poft,  place  or  ma- 
gazine, agreeably  to  the  form  of  the 
entries  direfted  to  be  made  in  the  book 
of  iflues,  one  of  which  he  fhall  deliver 
to  the  officer,  or  perfon  employed  to 
deliver  the  faid  provifions  or  ilores ; 
and  the  ifluing  Commifiary  at  fuch 
poft,  place  or  magazine,  or  at  any 
intermediate  poll:,  who  may  receive 
fuch  provifions  or  ftores,  or  any  part 
thereof,  ftiall  certify  the  quantity  on 
the  back  of  the  fiid  receipt,  which 
the  officer  or  perfon,  who  delivered  the 
provifions,  (hall  return  to  the  Com- 
miffary  that  fent  them  as  his  voucher. 
And  in  cafes  of  deficiency,  the  Com- 
miflary  who  fent  the  provificni  Ihall 


credit  the  CommiiTary  to  whom  they 
were  directed  for  the  quantity  loft,  if 
the  fame  has  been  placed  to  his  debit, 
and  fnall  charge  twice  the  amount 
thereof  to  the  account  of  the  officer  or 
perfon  employed  to  deliver  it,  and 
Ihall  aifo  tranfmit  a  copy  t.f  the  faid 
account  to  the  i^..y-mafter  or  Deputy 
Pay-maiter  General  in  the  diftrid,  who 
fhall  fend  to  the  ifiuing  L^ommiiiury 
a  receipt  for  fuch  account,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  him  on  fettlement,  and  niall 
alio  deducl  the  amount  thereof  from 
the  pay  of  the  delinquent,  and  credit 
the  United  States  therefor:  provided 
that  if  any  provifions  or  ftores  ihall  be 
loft  by  unavoidable  accident,  and  the 
fame  is  proved  by  fworn  evidences  be- 
fore the  commanding  officer  of  the 
poft  from  or  to  which  fucli  provifions 
or  ftores  were  fent,  his  certificate, 
with  the  proof  annexed,  fliall  autho- 
rize the  Gommiilary  to   cancel  fuch 


cnarge. 


24.  That  no  provifions  be  ilTued  to 
any  perfons  but  by  the  written  order 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  Com- 
mander of  any  department,  the  Quar- 
ter-mafter  General,  any  of  his  Depu- 
ties or  Afliftants,  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  a  poft,  defcribing  the  per- 
fon in  whofe  favour  fuch  order  fhall 
be  given  ;  or  upon  a  return  figned  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  a  corps 
or  detachment  thereof,  whether  com- 
miffioned  or  non-commiffioned,  or  by 
the  regimental  Quarter-mafter. 

25.  That  when  any  troops  are  or- 
dered to  quit  a  poft,  and  the  iffuiiig 
Commiffary  remains  at  fuch  poft,  the 
refpeftive  Commaading  Officers  of 
the  feveral  regiments  or  corps  fliall  call 
en  the  ifliiing  Commifiary  for  a  cer- 
tificate, fpecifying  the  day  to  which 
they  were  viftualled  inclufively  ;  and 
in  cafe  detachments  of  difterent  regi- 
ments or  corps  are  made,  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  fuch  detachments 
fhall  procure  a  certificate  from  the 
Commifiary,  in  which  fhaii  be  inferted 
the  days  to  which  the  different  troops, 
ofv.'hich  his  detachment  may  be  com- 
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pofed,  were  vidlualled,  and  the  next 
arid  fubfequent  provifion  return   for 
fuch  detachment  fhall  diflinguifla  the 
corps  out  of  which  it  is  formed,  and 
the  number  of  each  corps,  to  the  end 
that  the  Commiflary  may  charge  each 
corps  with  the  provifion  iil'ued  to  it ; 
and  if  any  Commiflary,  at  any  otJier 
poll,  fhall  vidual  any  other  corps  or 
cietachment  comprehended  in  the  fore- 
going defcription  before  fuch  certifi- 
cates are  produced,  he  Ihall  charge  the 
officer  commanding   the    fame    with 
twenty  days  proviSon  for  the  whole 
number  of  men  onder  his  care,  and 
make  return  thereof  to  tlie  Pay-mafler 
General,  or  Deputy  Pay-mafterGene- 
i-al  in   the  Dillrift,    wlio  dial]  make 
the  proper  ftoppages,  and  alfo  to  the 
Board  of  Treafury,  who  fnall  charge 
him  therefor.     Provided,  That  if  fuch 
certificates  be  procured  and  delivered 
within  thirty  days  after  the  Rrll:  draw- 
ing of  fuch  certificate,  the  Commif- 
iary-general  ihall  cancel  the  charge, 
keeping  the  certificate  as  a  voucher  for 
fo  doing :    provided  alfo.  That  not  • 
withflanding   fuch  certificate  may  be 
produced,  if  it  fhall  appear  that  the 
officer  commanding  any  corps  or  de- 
tachment has   drawn   more  provifion 
than  the  corps  or  detachment  was  en- 
titled to,  he  fhall  Hand  charged  the 
double  quantity  ib  over-drawn. 

26.  That  every  ifTuingCommifTary 
iliall  take  receipts  for  the  number  of 
rations,  and  for  fo  much  of  every  fpe- 
clesof  provifions  as  hemay  iflue  there-     lary  of  ifiiies 
for.  after   the   lall 


fliall  number  the  provifion  return?, 
and  indorfe  the  fame  with  the  date 
thereof,  and  the  number  of  men  vic- 
tualled, and  put  the  returns  of  each, 
detachment  or  corps  on  feparate  files, 
each  to  contain  the  returns  of  a  monch 
for  fucK  corps  or  detachment. 

29.  That  wherever  any  capital 
magazine  fhall  be  eftablilhcJ,  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  or  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  department,  iliall  order 
flore-houfes  to  be  built,  and  bar- 
racks for  fifty  men,  and  the  lame  to 
be  inclofedwith  aftockade. 

30.  That  whenever  any  of  the  pro- 
vifions  or  flores  in  any  of  the  maga- 
zines become  fo  damaged  as  to  threaten 
a  total  lofs  of  all  fuch  damaged  provi- 
fions,  the  Commifiiiry  of  ifliies,  to 
whofe  care  fuch  provifions  may  be 
committed,  fhall  make  return  thereof 
immediately  to  the  Deputy  Commif- 
fary-general  of  iffues,  who  is  to  apply 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Ibme 
General  Officer,  to  order  a  Court  of 
Enquiry,  who  fhall  thereupon  grant 
one,  and  fuch  provifions  as  may  by 
the  Court  be  condemned,  Ihall  be 
fold  at  public  vendue,  under  the  di- 
redtion  of  th«  Deputy  Commiflary- 
general  of  iflues,  public  notice  being 
given  of  fuch  fale  by  advertifements, 
at  leall  ten  days  before  the  day  of 
fale,  unlefs  the  Court  fliould  detes- 
mine  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  fold 
at  an  earlier  day. 

51.  That  every  Affiflant  Ccmmlf- 
fhall,  within    fix  days 
day  of  every  m.onth, 
27.  That  every  ifluing  CommifTary     make  a  return  to  the  Deputy  Com- 
on  the   lalt  drawing  day,  preceding     miflary-general  of  the  diflrift,  of  all 


the  laft  drawing  day  of  every  month, 
fliall  viftuai  the  troops  up  to  the  lafl: 
day  of  the  month  inclufive  ;  and  if 
provifions  fhould  be  ordered  for  troops 
going  on  detachments  for  fuch  time  as 
tvould  run  beyond  that  day,  two  re- 
turns fhall  he  made  out,  one  to  the 
lalt  day  of  the  month  inclufi\e,  and 
one  from  the  firft  day  of  the  month 
inclufive  to  the  time  ordered. 

28.  That  every  id'uing  CommifHiry 


provifions  and  flores  in  his  niagazme 
or  llore  at  the  lall  preceding  return  ; 
of  all  provifions  by  him  received  in 
the  preceding  month ;  from  whom 
and  whence ;  of  what  he  has  iflijed, 
fpecifying  the  regiment  and  corps, 
and  the  number  of  rations  and  quan- 
tity of  each  fpecies  of  provifions  drawn 
by  the  fame ;  and  of  what  remains  in 
ilore. 

32.  That  each  Deputy  Commif- 
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lifiry-gcneral  of  iflues  fhall,  from  the 
monthly  returns  of  the  Aflillant  Com- 
mifiaries,  make  out  a  general  return 
for  the  di/lri^Jl,  Ijjecifying  what  re- 
mained in  the  mags^anes  or  Itores  at 
the  lall  return  ;  what  has  been  re- 
ceived fmce ;  the  number  of  rations 
and  quantity  of  provifions  iffued,  and 
what  remains  in  Itore,  dillinguifhing 
the  feveral  pofts,  places,  magazines 
And  regiments  or  corps  as  ajforefaid ; 
one  to  be  fent  to  the  Board  of  War, 
one  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  one 
to  the  Commander  of  the  depart- 
ment, one  to  the  Commiffary-general 
ofpurchafes,  and  one  to  the  Comxnif- 
iaa-y -general  of  iifues. 

^^.  That  the  CommifTary-genei^l 
of  purchafes  and  Commiifary-general 
of  iHues,  each  in  his  own  department, 
make  a  general  monthly  return  to  the 
Board  of  War,  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  rcfpe<51ive  diilrifls,  and  take 
fpecial  care  conftantly  to  provide  and 
furnifh  each  of  the  officers  under  him 
v/ith  printed  forms  of  the  books,  in- 
voices, receipts  and  returns  to  be  ufed 
by  them  refpedlively,  agreeable  to 
thefe  refolvcs. 

34.  That  no  returns  of  rations 
drawn  or  returned  by  the  feveral  re- 
giments, be  hereafter  made  by  the 
ifTuing  Commiflaries  to  the  Commif- 
fary-general -of  mufters,  or  by  him  to 
the  Adjutant-general,  or  by  the  Ad- 
jutant-general to  the  Board  of  War, 
as  direcled  in  the  regulations  of  the 
Mufter-mafter  General's  department, 
pafled  by  Congrefs,  the  fourth  day  of 
April  lall. 

35.  That  theComminaries-gencral, 
and  the  refpeftive  officers  under  them, 
apply  to  the  Quarter-mafter  General 
or  his  refpeftive  officers  for  waggons, 
teams  and  horfes,  wanted  in  the  feve- 
ral diftricts ;  and  if  at  any  time  it 
ihall  be  neceflary  to  hire  the  fame, 
^hey  are  not  to  exceed  the  rates  lUpu- 
Jated  by  Congrefs,  or  the  Quaiter- 
inafter  General  afor.efaid.. 

36.  Tiiat  ail  perfons  employed  fo 


purchafe  for  the  United  States  any 
articles  in  the  feveral  departments  of 
the  CommifTary-gcneral  of  purchafes, 
Quarter-mafter,  Director,  or  Clo- 
thier-general, or  the  Commiflary- 
general  of  military  llores,  fhall  pre- 
viouily  apply  to  tliem,  or  the  princi- 
pal officers  under  them  refpeftively, 
for  certificates  of  the  feveral  prices  by 
ttiem  allowed  for  fuch  articles,  and 
fliall  not,  on  any  pretence  whatfo- 
ever,  exceed  fuch  prices.  And  it  is 
recommended  to  the  feveral  States  to 
give  to  their  purclaafers  reipeftively 
fimilar  direiiUons, 

37.  That  the  Commiflary-general 
of  purchafes,  from  time  to  time,  pro- 
vide fufficient  quantities  of  fait,  and 
deliver  it  to  the  Commiffary-general 
of  ifiues,  or  the  refpeftive ■officers  un- 
der him,  who  are  direfted  to  iflue  to 
the  troops  only  fuch  quantities  and  ire 
fuch  manner  as  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  Commander  of  the  refpec- 
tive  diltrift,  Ihall  direft.  And  the 
Commiflaiy-general  of  iflues  fhall  di- 
reft  tbe  refpe(5li\'e  Deputy  Commif- 
faries  General  to  employ  a  fuitable 
number  of  coopers  and  packers,  who 
fhall  fait  and  pack  proyifions  at  the 
feveral  magazines  and  ftores,  and 
take  the  proper  precautions  with  re- 
fpeft  to  all  provifiOns  therein  depo- 
fited, 

38.  And  -whereas  great  confufion 
hath  arifen  from  the  manner  in  which 
officers  and  foldiers  have  been  paid 
for  rations  and  parts  of  rations  allowed 
to,  but  not  drawn  by  them  refpec- 
tively  ; 

Kefolved,  Tiiat  the  parts  of  a 
ration  be  eftimat^d  as  follows, 
viz.  for  the  daily  allowance  of 
beef,  pork  or  fiili,  four  ninetieths 
of  a  dollar ;  of  bi  ead  or  flour,  two 
ninetieths  ;  of  pcafe  or  beans,  one 
ninetieth  ;  of  milk,  one  ninetieth ;  of 
beer,  one  ninetieth  ;  of  rice,  one  half 
of  a  ninetieth  ;  and  of  foap  one  half 
of  a  ninetieth  ;  making  in  the  whole: 
ten  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  for  each 
ration :  and  that  for  the  future  the 
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Qnarter-mafler,     or     other    perfon, 
drawing  provifion  for  any  regiment, 
corps   or    detachment,    fliall,  on   the 
lalt  day  of  every  month,  make  out 
an  abltraft  of  the  number  of  retained 
rations  due  to  each  officer  refpeclively, 
and  -'.Ifo  the  number  of  each  part  of  a 
ration  due  to  fuch  regiment,  corps  or 
detachment,  and  deliver  the  fame  to 
the    refpeftive    iifuing    Coramillary, 
who  Tuall  compare  it  with  his  books, 
and   fin.'ing  it   right,     fhall    certify 
thereun  that  the  feveral  charges  in  the 
abftraft  are  juft,  and  that  fuch  a  fum 
as  he  fliall  find  to  be  due,  fliould  be 
ppid  to  the   refpeftive  Pay-mafter  of 
the    regiment,  corps  or  detachment, 
who  fhaii  annex  the   faid  abflraft  to 
the  pay-roll,  that  the  Pay-m.afxr,  or 
Deputy  Pay-mailer   General,  of  the 
dillrlft  may  pay,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  pay   fu<  h  ration -abllracl  to 
the  regimental  Pay-mafter,  who  is  di- 
retled   to    pay  liic  rcl^eftire  officers 
and  ibldicr- ;   and  take   their  receipts. 
And  when  any  regiment,  corps  or  de- 
tachment, or  iffiiin^i  Comii  ifliuv,   i'": 
ordered  tc  ieave  a  poft  before    he  end 
of  the    moHLh,     the    ration-abflracb 
fliali  be  n.ade  up  to  the  day  of  his  or 
their  leaving  the   poft,  and  certified 
by  the  Coramin'ai  ■  asaf -reraid. 

39.  That  the  Commiliarv  of  i/Tues 
at  every  poft  v/here  cattle  are  killed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  appoint  a 
careful  perfon  to  take  charge  of  the 
hides  and  tallow,  to  fee  that  the  I'lt- 
iner  are  properly  dr;ed,  and  that  the 
latter  is  properly  rendered,  and  that 
both  are  difpofed  of  as  the  Commif- 
jTary-general  of  iftues,  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  fliall  dire£t.' 


Pennsylvania  War-Office,  ■ 

Fhiladelphia,  Mav  2,  1777. 
Application  having  been  rna  'e  to 
the  Board  by  the  Honourable,  Major- 
general  Schuyler  for  affiftance  in  pro- 
curing blankets  for  the  ule  of  the 
Continental  troops  J  and  the  Honour- 


able  Congrefs  having  recommended 
to  the  Legiflative  Bodies  of  the  feveral 
States,  to  make  an  affeflment  of  blan- 
kets on  the  inhabitants,  agreeable  to 
their  circumftances :  and  whereas  thq 
Prefident  of  the    Supreme  Executive 
Council,    vv'th    the    Vice    Prefident, 
and  fuch  mcmlicrs  of  the  faid  Coun- 
cil, in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of 
War  for  this  State,  and  (in  fuch  cafes 
as   relate  to  the  marine)   the  Navy- 
Board,    are,    in    the    prefent  critical 
exigency  of  affairs,  by  refolve  of  the 
Honourable  Congrefs,  veftedv/ith  thq 
exercife  of  every  authority  to  promote 
the  fafety  of  the  State,  till  fu.  h  time 
as  the  Legiflative  and  Executive  Au- 
thorities of   the    Commonwealth    of 
Pennfylvania  can  be  conxened  :  and 
as  the  want  of  blankets  for  the  troopsi 
may  occafion  ficknefs,   and  the  death 
of  many  valuable   men,  and  reduce 
the  ftrength  of  our  army,  and  it  ap- 
pearing to  this  Board  that  an  imme^ 
diate  fupply  is  neceffary ;  therefore 

Refolved,  That  four  thoufand 
blankets  be  colledled  in  this  State  from 
the  inliabitants,  in  fuch  quantities  as 
is  proportionate  to  the  number  they 
have  in  family,  and  the  ftoclj  of  blan- 
kets they  may  be  pofTe/rcd  of;  for 
v.hich  blankets  they  fliall  be  paid  the 
lull  value,  according  to  an  appraife- 
ment  to  be  m.ade  of  them,  as  will  be 
hereafter  diredted. 

Refolved,  That  the  city  and  coun- 
ties ihal'  fupply  of  the  faid  four  thou- 
fand blankets  in  the  proportion  as 
follows  : 

The  city  of  Philadelphia         -     667 
County  of  Philadelphia     -       -     667 
Bucks     -     -      -     -     3^,3 
Chefter         -  -     506 

Lancafter  -  -  500 
Berks  -  -  -  333 
Northampton  -     1 67 

York  _  -  _  c;oo 
Cumberland    -      -     ■i?? 


4000 

Refolved,  That  twelve  Gentlemen 

be"  appointed  in  the  city,  and  the  fame 

number 


(     293     ) 


jiuinber  in  each  of  the  faiii  counties, 
to  be  C&ivaniluoners,  to  aid  and  aflifl 
this  Bi.ard  in  carrying  into  execution, 
in  their  refpettive  diftr:£ls,  every 
jnealure  that  may  be  re'-'onmieni.'.fd 
for  the  lafety  of  this  Commonwealth. 
And  that  they  employ  proper  and 
jdifcreet  men,  in  fuch  numbers  as 
they  may  think  necefl'ary,  to  colledl 
immediately  from  every  family  their 
proportion  cf  blankets  for  the  pur- 


of  Bucks.  That  Robert  Smith,  Ben- 
jamin Brannon,  Thomas  Stiaw- 
bridge,  Thom.as  Cheney,  Lewis 
Gronow,  Andrew  Boyd,  Richard 
Thomas,  Caleb  Davis,  Nicholas 
Fairlamb,  WiUiara  Evans,  and  Wil- 
liam Clinghan,  be  appointed  Com- 
miilioners  for  the  atore'aid  purpofe 
in  tne  county  of  ^  hefter.  That  Bar- 
tram  Galbraith,  James  Crawford, 
Adam  Ordt,  Robert  I'iionifbn,  Jo- 


poles  afoiehdd,  and    that  they  direft     fhua  Elder,    Chriitopher    Crawford, 


the  proportion  to  be  fupplied  by  every 
family  or  families  w.thin  tlieir  refpec- 
tive  Qiflricts ;  {..ruhich  pur.  cfe,  they 
are  to  take  every  necefiary  mcaiiire 
to  do  equal  juftice  to  the  people, 
and  to  facilitate  the  colledling  of  the 
fame. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Commif- 
fioners  dired;  an  appraifement  to  be 
made    of  fuch    blankets,    and  order 


William  Atlee,  John  Hubiey,  Alex- 
ander Lowry,  v^urtis  Grub,  Piiilip 
Marlleller,  Matthias  Slough,  and 
Adam  Keigart,  be  appointed  Com- 
mifiioners  tor  the  afcrelaid  purpofe  in 
the  county  cf  Lancailer.  'i  hat  Rich- 
ard M'Aliiiler,  Hans  Morri ion,  John 
Hays,  James  IVl'«^anlis,  John  >.  ar- 
fon,  Joleph  Dcnnaldion,  James 
Smith,  Martin  Eicheiberger,  James 


immediate  payment  to   be  made  for  Edgar,    Francis    Crazer,    and    John 

the  fame,  and  that   a  fufficient  fum  Hay,    be    appointed    Commiirioners 

cf  money  be  fent  to   the  faid  Com-  for  the  aforelaid  purpofe  in  the  county 

miffioners  to  pay  for  the  blankets  fo  of  York.    That  Jacob  Morgan,  John 

collefted.  Did,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Henry  bhoe- 

Refolved,    That    George    Henry,  maker,    Chrillian  Lower,  jun.    Va- 

Richard  Humphreys,  Charles  Wilfon  lentiae  Eckart,  James  l^ead,  Henry 

Peale,  John  Punlap,  Thomas  Irvan,  Haller,  Adam  Whitman,  Benjamin 

Cafper  Guyer,  Robert  Smith,  Jacob  Spiker,  Mark  Bird,  Daniel  Hunter, 

Graff,     Alexander    Boyd,    Ephraim  and    Gabr:el   Lleilkrj  be    appoiuted. 

Benham,   Jacob   Bright,    and  Jacob  Commiliioners  for  the  aforelaid  pur- 

Schriener,     be    appo.nted    Conimif  pole  in  the  county  of  Berks.     '1  hat 

ficners  for  the  aforelaid  purpofe,  in  James    Galbraith,     James    Gregory, 

the  ci:y  of  Philadelphia;  and   that  Benjamin   Blythe,    Robert    M'Coy, 

William    Coats,    Jacob    Eagle,    Sa-  George  Sharp,  John  Harris,  William 

muel    Dewees,    George   Snxith,  Ar-  Lyon,  GeorgL-  Stephenfon,  V/iiham 

chlbald    Thomas,    William     Antis,  Clark,  John  LJarns,  Wil.iam  Duf- 

Daniel  Heefter,  John   Moore,  Ben-  field,  and  Hugh  Alexander,  be  ap- 

jamin   M'Veaugh,    William'  Dean,  pointed  Commiffioners  for  the  afore- 

Robert  Curry,  ard  Laac  Warner,  be  laid  purpofe  in  the  county  of  Cum- 

appointed    CommiiT.oners     for     the  berland.     That  John  Weizel,  Jacob 

aforefaid   purpofe,  in  the  county  of  Shoemaker,  David   Defliler,  Arthur 

Philadelphia.  That  Jofeph  Kirkbnde,  Lartimer,  John    Chambers,  Colonel 

John  Gill,  Samuel  Smith,   William  Labor,      Abraham    Berlin,      Simon 

Crawford,     jL<hn     Lacey,     Andrew  Drifoach,  Peter  P.hodes,  Robert  Let- 

Kachlien,  Jofeph   Hart,    James  Be-  tis  Hooper,  and  Jacob  Stroud,  be  ap- 

fiexet,     Henry      Wynknop,     Major  pointed  Conimiifioners  for  the  afore- 

MTrvaine,  John  Kidd,  and  Richard  laid  purpofe  in  tlie  county  of  North- 

Gibbs,  be   appointed  Comnniiioners  ampton. 

for  the  aforefaid  purpofe  in  the  county  Refolved,  That  the  faid  Commif- 

•  lioners 
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Tioners  be  allowed 

per  diem,  for  each  day  they  are  em- 
ployed in  the  bufinefs  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  no  blankets  be 
collefted  but  fuch  as  are  fit  for  field 
tjfe,  and  that  the  Lieutenants,  or 
Sub-lieutenants,  of  the  refpeftive 
counties,  fupply  the  faid  Commii- 
Jioners  with  a  fufficient  body  of  the 
militia  to  carry  thefe  Refolves  into 
execution,  whenever  they  find  it  ne- 


) 

Philadelphia,  yune  10,    1 777. 
The  follonjjing  is  an  ex  trad  from  the 
injirudions  gi'ven    by  the  toiva  of 
BoJioTiy  on  the  z6th  ult.  to  their  M.t-' 
prefentati'ves  in  Affembly,  <viz. 
'*  You  are  to  move,  that  imme- 
diate  application  be  made   to  Con- 
grefs,  that  all  the  States  money  might 
be  redeemed   with  Continental  cur- 
rency, and  each  State  charged  by  the 
Continent  for  what  they  receive.     If 


pofe.     By  order, 

Thomas  Wharton,  jun.Prefident. 


ceflary  to  apply  to  them  for  that  pur-     this  could  be  accompliihed,  and  the 
'^         '  money  redeemed  by  loan  certificates, 

it  would  operate  doubly  in  favour  of 
the  States,  for  as  they  carry  intereft, 
they  would  be  fpeedily  hoarded;  and 
being  taken  outjof  circulation,  would 
give  the  remaining  currency  a  propor- 
tionably  greater  value,  and  in  that 
cafe  would  be  nearly  equal  to  a  tax  ; 
befides,  the  currency  being  all  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  a  counterfeit  would  be 
m.ore  eafily  difcovered,  than  when  a 
great  variety  of  money  is  pafiing,  and 
then  it  would  be  the  joint  intereft  of 


Pennsylvania  War-Office, 

May  5,    1777. 

Whereas  by  a  Refolve  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Congrefs  of  the  14th  of 
April,  it  is  recommended  to  the  dif- 
ferent Legiflatures  to  authorize  the 
enliidng  of  apprentices  and  fervants 
to  com  pleat  the  regiments  rainng  in 
their  relpeftive  States.     And  wliereas 

■by  die  recefs  of  theLegiflatureof  this  all  the  States  to  keep  the  credit  good. 
State,  no  law,  however  neceflary^  and  might  be  a  farther  means  of 
can  at  this  time  be  enafted  :  therefore    llrengthening  the  union." 

Refolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  It  is  reported,  and  believed,  that 
Prefident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  ammunition  and  cloathing  are  depo- 
Council,  together  with  this   Board,     fited,  by  order  of  a  certain  European 


entirely  concurring  with  that  Honour- 
able Body  in  the  propriety  and  necef- 
fity  of  the  meafure  recommended,  are 
fully  of  opinion,  that  the  enlifting 
of  apprentices  and  fervants,  of  the 
age  of  fix  teen  }'ears  and  upwards,  to 
compleat  the  troops  of  this  State  at 
the  prefent  critical  jundlure,  ought 
to  be  allowed  of,  declaring  at  the 
f\me  time,  that  they  faall  efteem  it 
their  duty  to  ufe  their  influence  (if 
neceflary)  with  the  Legiflature  of  this 
Slate,  as  foon  as  convened,  to  pafs  a 
law  to  make  full  compeniation  to  iuch 
mailers  of  apprentices  and  fervants  as 
have  or  may  luffer  by  this  neceffary 
meafure  being  carried  into  execution, 
and  that  for  the  future  none  are  to  be 
©nliitcd  under  the  age  of  fix  teen  years. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 


Court,  at  New  Orleans  and  the  Ha- 
vannah,  with  direilions  to  lend  them 
to  fuch  American  veii'els  as  may  call 
for  them. 

in  Congrefs,  funey,    IJJJ' 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made 
that  many  of  the  regimental  Pay- 
mailers  abfcnt  themfelves  from  the 
army,  by  which  the  public  fervicc 
greatly  iuffers. 

Refolved  therefore.  That  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  and  the  Com- 
mander in  each  feparate  department, 
be  direfted  to  take  the  moit  effeftual 
means  for  compelling  all  regimental 
Pay-maiters  to  attend  punsflually  to 
the  duties  of  their  ofHce,  and  that 
fuch  as  are  negligent  be  punilhed  and 
difplaced,  and  that  they  be  refpec- 


tivejy   impovvered    to  appoint  others 
Jacce  S.  How£ll,  Secretary.    «f  ability,    diligence  aod   integrity. 
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in    the  room  of   fuch  as    are  dif- 
pfaced.     Extraft  from  the  Minutes, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
The  liberal  provifion  made  by  Con- 
grefs  in   the   new  medical   airange- 
nicnt,  joined  with  a  humane  defire  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  the  dillrefles 
which   afflifted  the   brave  American 
foldiers  the  laft  campaign,  have  drawn 
men  of  the  firft  abilities  into  the  field, 
to  watch  over  the  health,  and  pre- 
ferve  the  lives  of  the  foldiers,  many 
of  them  from  very  extenfive  and  pro- 
fitable praftice,  and  every  fpecies  of 
domeftic  happinefs.      Dr.    William 


Philadelphia. 
^  Supplement  /o  //^f  Jci  inttluheL, 
"  An  Ail  for  viakingthe  Continen- 
tal Bills  of  Credit,  and  the  Bills  of 
Credit  emitted  by  Refol-ves  of  the 
late  AJfemblies  legal  tender  "  and  for 
other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
(See  page  126.) 

Whereas  in  the  Aft  of  General 
Affembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennfylvania,  pafled  the  twenty-nlntli 
day  of  January  laft  paft,  intituled, 
*•■  An  Aft  for  making  the  Conti- 
nental hills  of  credit,  and  the  bill^ 
of  credit  emitted  by  the  Refolves  of 


Brown  of  Virginia,  Dr.  James  Craik  the  late  Affemblies  legal  tender,  and 

of  Maryland,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  for  other  purpofes  therein  mention- 

jun,  of  Philadelphia,  are  appointed  ed,"  no  mention  is  made  in  exprefs 

iifliftant     Direftor  -  generals.       Dr.  words  of  bodies  politic  and  corporate  ; 

Walter  Jones   of  Virginia,  and  Dr.  for  which  reafon  it  has  been  conftrued, 

Benjamin  RuHi  of  Philadelphia,  Phy-  by  fome  perfons,  that  fuch  bodies  are 

fician   and   Surgeon-generals   of  the  not  comprehended  within  the  mean- 

hofpitals  of  the  middle  department,  ing  of  the  faid  Aft:  in  order,  there- 

Under  thefe  none  but  gentlemen   of  fore,  that  the  faid  bills  of  credit,  and 

the  beft  education,  and  well  qualified,  alfo  the  bills  of  credit  emitted,  and 

are   employed  as   fenior   Phyficians,  to  be  emitted  by  virtue  of  an  Aft  in- 

Surgeons,   &c.       The    Eaftern    and  tituled,  "  An   Aft    for  emitting  the 

Northern  departments  are  filled  with  fumof  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 

gentlemen  of  the  firft  charafters  in  in  bills  of  credit  for  the  defence  of 

thofe  countries ;  and  the  public  may  this  State,  and  providing  a  fund  for 

depend  on  it,  that  the  greateft  exertions  finking  the  fame  by  a  t;ix  on  all  eftates, 

of  fkill  and  induftry  ftiall  be  ccnftantly  red  and  perfonal,  and  on  all  taxable* 

made,  and  no  coft   fparcd,  to  make  within  the  fame,"  fliall  be  alike  taken 


the  fick  and  wounded  foldiery  com 
fortable  and  happy.  As  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  above  liberal  arrange- 
ment of  the  Honourable  Congrefs, 
we  do,  with  great  pleafure,  and  equal 
truth,  afl'ure  the  public  (notwithftand 


and  made  current  in  all  payments  by 
all  perfons,  as  well  in  their  private  a* 
in  their  politic  or  corporate  capacity. 
Be  it  enafted,  by  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennfylvania   in   General 


ing  the  many  falfe  and  wicked  reports  Afibmbly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
propagated  by  the  enemies  of  Ameri-  of  the   fame.  That  all  the   bills  of 
can  liberty,  and  only  calculated  tore-  credit  declared  to  be  legal  tender  by 
tard  the  recruiting  fervice)  that  all  the  the  faid  firft  recited  Aft,  and  alfo  the 
military  hofpitals  of  the  United  States  bills  of  credit  emitted,  andtobeemit- 
are  in  excellent  order,  and  that  the  ted  by  virtue  of  the  faid  laft  recited 
army  enjoy  a  degree  of  health  feldcm  to  Aft,  Ihall  be  legal   tender,  not  only 
he  hefeen  or  read  of.  to  thole  perfons  and  creditors  therein 
W.  Shipfen,  jun.  Direftor-general  mentioned,  but  alfo  to  all  bodies  po- 
of the  American  hofpitals.  litic  and  corporate,  which  faid  bodies 
John  Cochran,  Phyfician  and  Sur-  ihail  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  fub- 
geon-gcneral  of  the  army  in  the  jeftin  all  refpcfts  to  ajl  the  fines  and 
middle  department.  forfeitures  in  the  faid  Afts  mentioned. 
Head  garters,  MiddU-hroaky  Jm^.s  4.  which  the  perfons  or  creditors  therein 

named 
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named  are  or  ought  to  be  fubjeft  to 
for  any  offence  committed  againft  the 
above  recited  Afts,  as  fully  and  ef- 
ftdlually  to  nil  intents  and  purpofes 
as  if  the  faid  bodies  politic  or  corpo- 
rate had  been  exprelsly  named  in  tlie 
faid  Aa. 

JcHN  Bavard,  Speaker. 

Enafted  into  a  law  the  thirteenth  day 

of  June,  in  the  year  one   thoufand 

ieven  hundred  and  feventy-feven. 

John   Morris,  junior, 

Clerk  of  General  Affembly. 


State  of  New  Jersey. 
In  Council  cf  Safety . 

Whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  Acl  of 
the  Legiilature  of  this  State,  pafled 
at  Haddenficid,  the  fourth  day  of  this 
prefent  month  of  June,  intitled, 
•"  An  Aft  for  rendeiing  more  effec- 
tual two  certain  Adts  therein  men- 
tioned," it  is  among  other  things 
enafted,  that  tlie  Go\ernoror  Com- 
mander in  Chief  for  the  time  being, 
and  Council  cf  Safety,  be  authorized 
and  impcwered  to  grant  pafTports  or 
pcrmiffions  to  pafs  through  any  parts 
of  this  State,  and  alfo  to  authorise 
iiich  and  lb  many  perfons  in  every 
county  within  the  fame,  to  grant  fiich 
pafiports  and  permifllons,  and  under 
luch  regulations  as  they  fhall  thiiik 
receilary  ;  and  to  detain  under  guard 
all  peribns  fufpeited  of  dangerous  de- 
figns  againil  this  State,  travelling 
without  fuch  palfpcrts  or  permilfions, 
until  they  fhall  fatisfy  the  Governor 
and  Council  af^refaid,  or  the  perfons 
fo  by  them  authorized,  of  their  being 
well  afFefted  to  the  State,  or  of  their 
travelling  wititout  any  defigns  inju- 
rious to  it ;  and  that  every  perfon 
who  fliall  be  convided  of  counterfeit- 
ing fuch  pafl'ports  or  permiflions,  fhall 
fuffer  fix  months  imprifonmcnt ;  as 
by  the  faid  Aft,  reference  being 
thereunto  had  may  appear. 

We  do  thereby,  by  thefe  prefents, 
authorize  and  appoint  to  grant  luch 
pafTports  and  permiflions  as  aforefaid, 
the  oiiicers  following,  to  wit,  all  the 
Members  cf  the  Council  and  of  the 
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General  AfTembly  of  this  State,  the 
JulHces  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace; 
and  the  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia 
of  this  State,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  of 
the  faid  Juftices  of  the  Peace  and 
Field  Officers  as  have  been  duly  qua- 
lified, and  taken  the  oaths  of  abjura- 
tion and  allegiance  prefcribed  by  law ; 
which  pafTports  and  permifTions  are 
hereby  direfted  to  be  to  the  follow- 
ing eifedt,  viz. 

County  of  fT.     T/^e  Bearer 

hereof, aged  about  —  years,   of 

a  —  complexion,   rather  —  of ftaturcy 
tvith  —  eyes,   a  traveller  from  —  ta 

• has  permijfcn   to  pafs  to  faid  — 

heha'ving   h    felf  ci-villy.      Dated  at 
—  the  —  day  of  —   ^777- 

Which  pafTport  or  permiffion  the 
faid  officer  is  to  fiibfcribe  with  hia 
name  and  title  ofofHce;  and  all  ferry- 
men and  inn-keepers  within  this  State 
are  hereby  prohibited  to  convey  ovef 
any  creek  or  river,  or  to  entertain 
any  traveller  (excepting  the  faid  of- 
ficers hereby  authorized  to  grant  fuch 
pafl'ports  or  permifTion,  and  all  per- 
fons belonging  to  the  army  of  the 
United  States)  who  Iball  refufe  to 
produce  fuch  pafTport  or  permiffiort 
upon  being  thereto  requeued,  which 
every  ferry-man  and  inn-keeper  is 
hereby  enjoined  to  do. 

Dated   at  Haddenfield,  th^   ninth 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
on  thoufand   feven  hundred  and  fe- 
vcnty-feven. 
j^WiLLiAM  Livingston,  Prefident. 


State  of  New  Jersey. 

Jin  ASlfor  rendering  more  effeflual  fnvo 
certain  Ads  therein  mentioned. 
Whereas  two  certain  Ads  of  the 
Council  and  Aflembly  of  this  State, 
the  one  intitled,  "  An  Ad  to  punifh 
traitors  and  diflafFeded  perfons,'* 
paflcd  the  fourth  day  of  Odober  laft, 
and  the  other  intitled,  "An  Ad  for 
inverting  the  Governor  and  a  Coun- 
cil confifting  of  twelve,  with  certain 

powers 
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powers  therein  mentioiied  for  k  li- 
mited time,"  pafled  the  fifteenth  diy 
of  March  laft,  have  been  found  in- 
fufficient  to  anfwer  all  t!ie  fr.Iutr.ry 
purpofcs  tliereby  intended  :  where- 
fore, for  the  greater  iecurity  oF  tl-.e 
State,  the  more  vigorous  fupprefiioQ 
ol  its  internal  enemies,  and  to  render 
the  faid  Ads  more  operative  and  ef- 
feflual. 

I .  Be  it  enafted^  by  the  Council 
and  General  Afiembly  of  this  State, 
an4  it  is  hereby  enaiflcd  by  the  au- 
thoriy  of  the  fame,  That  if  any  per- 
fon  being  a  member  of,  cr  ovv'ing  al- 
legiance  to  this  Government  as  de- 
fcribcd  in  the  nrll:  fefticn  of  the  Ad 
herein  f.rft  mentioned,  fnall  bt  appre- 
hended on  his  way  to  the  enemy  with 
intent  to  go  into  tlieir  lines  or  en- 
campments, or  into  any  places  in 
their  pofTelTion,  without  the  licence, 
permillion  or  pafTport  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  of  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  or  of 
fome  General  Officer  of  the  army  of 
the  faid  United  States,  or  of  one  of 
the  Brigadiers-general  of  the  militia 
of  this  State,  fuch  perfon  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  guilty  of  a  capital  fe- 
lony, and  being  thereof  legally  con- 
vided,  ftiall  fuller  death,  accordingly. 
Provided  neverthelefs.  That  if  any 
perfon  fo  offending  asaforefaid,  fhall, 
at  the  time  of  his  examination  before 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety 
aforefaid,  or  within  fix  days  there- 
after, declare  his  willingnefs  to  enlift, 
and  fhall  adually  enlill  with  the  leave 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  afore- 
faid, to  fe'rve  on  board  any  of  the 
veffelsof  war  belongine  to  the  United 
States,  It  ihall  be  lawful  for  them  to 
fufTcr  him  fo  to  enlill,  and  thereupon 
to  difcharge  him  from  his  confine- 
ment, and  fuch  his  enlifrment  fl^.all  be 
deem.ed  a  full  pardon  of  his  offence 
aforefaid,  any  thing  herein  before 
contained  to  the  contrary  [hereof  not- 
withftanding. 
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2.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  Ly 
the  authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any 
perfon  being  a  member  of,'  or  ovvin?- 
allegiance  to  this  Government,  as  in 
the  faid  firft  mentioned  Ad  is  de- 
fcribcd,  v^ho  hath  fince  the  fourth 
day  of  Odober  laft  voluntarily  gone 
into  any  of  the  enemy's  lines  or  en- 
campments, or  into  any  places  in 
their  pofreflion,  fliall  return  to  any 
parts  of  this  State  in  a  fecret  orclan- 
defline  manner,  or  without  any  leave, 
licence  or  pafTport  previoufiy  obtained 
from  the  Governor  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
or  from  a  General  Oil^cer  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  one  of  the 
Brigadiers-general  of  tjie  militia  of 
this  State,  fuch  perfon  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  guilty  of  a  capital  felony, 
and  being  thereof  convidcd,  fhall 
fuiFer  death  accordingly.  Provided 
neverthelefs,  that  he  may  enlifl  as 
aforefaid,  and  that  fuch  enliilment 
fhall  be  confidered  and  operate  in  like 
manner  as  the  inliilment  of  a  perfon 
committing  the  offence  fpecined  in 
the  laft  preceding  fedion  of  this  Ad. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief 
for  the  time  being,  and  Council  afore- 
faid, are  hereby  authorized  and  im- 
powercd  to  grant  paflports  or  per- 
mifhons  to  pafs  through  any  parts  of 
this  State,  and  alfo  to  authorize  fuch 
and  fo  many  perfons  in  every  county 
within  the  fame  to  grant  fuch  pafl- 
ports and  permiflions,  and  under  fuch 
regulations  as  they  fhall  think  necef- 
fary,  and  to  detain  under  guard  all 
perfons  fufpeded  of  dangerous  de- 
figns  againll  this  State,  travellino- 
without  fiich  pafTports  or  permiffions, 
until  they  fhall  faris fy  the  Governor 
and  Council  aforefaid,  or  the  perfons 
by  them  fo  authorized,  of  their  being 
well  afieded  to  the  State,  or  of  their 
travelling  without  any  defigns  inju- 
rious to  it ;  and  every  perfon  v/ho 
fliall  be  con'vlded  of  counterfeiting 
any   fuch    paifports    Of    pcrmiliions, 
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jhall    fufter     fix    months    imprifon-     by  warrant,  fummons,  or  otiienvire, 
^^nt.  ^  on   fufpicion    of  being  dangerous  or 

4.  And  be  it  furtherenafled,  by  the     diffafftfted  to  the prefent  Government, 

fhall  neglccl  or  refufe  to  take  the  oaths 


of  the 
feveral 


authority  aforefaid,  That  it  (]i?M  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Govtr- 
nor,  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
time  being,  and  Council  aforefaid, 
to  fend  into  the  enemy's  lines  fuch 
of  the  wives  and  children  of  perfons 
lately  refiding  within  this  State,  who 
have  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  as  they 
iliall  think  neceJlary. 

5.  And  whereas  by  reafon 
irruption  of  the  enemv  into 
parts  of  this  State,  and  the  arts  and 
influence  of  difaffefted  perfons  reilding 
in  the  fame,  either  no  trials  at  ail,  or 
no  fair  and  impartial  trial  of  traitors 
and  difaffected  perfons  can  be  had  in 
feveral  counties  of  this  State  : 

Be  it  therefore  further  enafccd,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That    every 
perfcn  who  fhall  be  charged  with,  or 
committed  for,  any  of  the  crimes  or 
offences  fpecified  in  the  firfl,  fecond 
or  third  feftions  of  the  faid  Aft,  in- 
titled,  "  An  Aft  to   puuifii   traitors 
and    difaf^efted    perfons,"    may    be 
tried  for  the  fame  in  any  county  of 
this  State  by  a  jury  of  that  county, 
at  the  difcretion  of  tlie  Governor  and 
Council  aforefaid,  though  the  offence 
he  is  charged  v^'ith,  and  was  commit- 
ted for,  was  dene  and  perpetrated  in 
any  other  county,  any  law,  ufage  or 
cuilom  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 
wife  notwithflanding.     Provided  nc- 
verthelefs,    that    the    Governor    and 
Council  aforefaid    may    permit    raiy 
perfon  fufpefted  of,  or  charged  with 
any  of  the  faid  crimes  or  offences,  to 
eniifl:  on  board  any  of  the  veffels  of 
war  belonging  to  the  United  States 
inilead    of  confining    them    for  trial, 
and  fuch  in/liftment  fhall  be  deemed  a 
full  Dardon  of  the   faid  crime  or  of- 
fence,  any  law  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notv/ithflanding. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That,  if  any 
perfon,  who  fhall  be  convened  before 
the"  Governor  and  Council  aforefaid. 


of  abjuration  and  allegiance  fet  forth 
in  an  Aft  intitled,  "  An  Aft  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Government  of  New- 
Jerfey,"  pafled  the  nineteenth  day  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix,  upon  the  fame 
being  tendered  to  him  by  them,  and 
and  fuch  perfon  as  fliall  appear  to  tlie 
Government  and  Council  too  dange- 
ous  to  the  State  to  be  fufl'ered  to  go 
at  large,  upon  giving  fecurity  to  ap- 
pear at  the  next  Court  of  General 
Quarter  SefTions  of  the  Peace,  and  to 
be  in  the  mean  time  of  good  behavi- 
our, the  Governor  and  Council  afore- 
faid ai-e  hereby  authorized  and  im- 
powered  to  commit  fuch  perfon  to 
clofe  gaol,  and  certify  the  fame,  with 
the  caufe  of  commitment,  under  the 
hand  and  feal  of  the  Governor,  to  the 
next  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sef- 
fions  of  the  Peace,  where,  if  fuch  per- 
fon fhall  refufe  to  take  the  oaths,  he 
fhall  be  bound  to  his  good  behaviour, 
or  be  fined  or  imprifoned  as  the  faid 
Court  fliall  deem  necefCiry,  any  thing 
in  the  faid  Aft,  intitled,  "  An  Aft 
to  punilh  traitors  and  diffaflefted  per- 
fons," to  the  conti-ary  notwithlcand- 
ing. 

7.  And  be  it  enafted,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid.  That  whenever  the 
Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief 
for  the  time  being,  and  any  four  of 
the  faid  Council  of  Safety,  are  niet 
upon  bufmefs,  and  a  fifth  member  is 
not  immediately  expefted  to  com,pIete 
the  quorum  required  by  the  faid  Aft, 
entitled,  "  An  Aft  for  veiling  the 
Governor  and  Council,  confifHng  of 
twelve,  with  certain  powers  therein 
mentioned  for  a  limited  time,"  it  ihall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Go- 
vernor or  Com.mander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  members  of 
the  faid  Council  fo  met,  to  fend  for 
any  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  or  any  J u  dice  of  the  Peace  in 
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tlie  county  iii  wliicli  they  are  i'o  af- 
iem'oled,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
iifth  ahfent  member,  and  i'uch  Judge 
cr  Juilice  fliall,  during  his  fitting 
with  them,  be  deemed  and  efteemed 
to  al!  intents  and  purpofes  a  member 
of  the  f.iid  Council.  , 

8.  And  be  it  further  ena£ted, 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  confentof  the  Council  afore- 
faid, is  hereby  audiorized  and  im- 
powered  to  carry  all  their  lawful  or- 
ders and  direftions  into  execution  by 
any  fuch  detachment  of  the  troops  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States  as  he 
may  be  able  to  procure  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  at  the  expence  ofthefaid  States, 
in  tlie  fame  manner  as  he  is  by  the 
faid  lail:  mentioned  aft  authorized  and 
impcwered  to  do,  by  any  of  the  mi- 
litia of  this  State. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enadled,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid.  That  any 
dwelling-hoy  fe,  out-houfe,  or  guard 
room,  in  which  the  Governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  Council  aforefaid,  fhall  con- 
fine any  perfon  for  any  offence  com- 
mitted againft  the  faid  Aft,  entitled, 
•*'  An  Aft  to  pnnifli  traitors  and  dif- 
affefted  perfons,"  lliall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  a  legal  gaol  tothatpur- 
pofe. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That,  after 
the  condemnation  of  any  OiTender  for 
any  crime  committed  againft  the  faid 
laft  mentioned  Aft,  for  which  fuch 
oiFender  is  fentenced  to  fuffer  death, 
the  Judge,  who  fhall  pafs  fentence  on 
fuch  Oilcnder,  {ball  refpite  his  execu- 
tion, until  the  direftions  of  the  Go- 
vernor or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  Council  aforefaid, 
can  be  held  thereon,  who  may,  and 
are  hereby  authorifed,  at  their  dif- 
cretion,  either  to  fuffer  fuch  offender 
to  be  executed  purfuant  to  his  fen- 
tence, or  to  fend  him  on  board  any  of 
the  vejfels  of  wai"  belonging  to  the 


99     ) 

United  States.  Provided  ncv^ertlie- 
lefs,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
iliall  extend  in  anyuife  to  dimlnilh  the 
power  and  authority  invcfted  by  the 
Conftitution  of  this  State  In  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council  of  this  State,  of 
granting  pardons  to  criminals,  after 
condemnation,  in  all  cales  of  trcafon, 
felony,  and  'other  offences. 

1 1 .  And  be  It  further  enafted,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Go- 
vernor or  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  Council  of 
Safety  aforefaid,  fhall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  caufe  to  be 
cleanfed  fuch  of  the  towns  of  this 
State  in  which  any  troops  have  been 
quartered,  as  they  fhall  think  necef- 
fary,  to  prevent  infeftiousdiftempers, 
and  the  expen:e  thereof  fhall  be  de- 
frayed by  warrants  drav/n  by  the  Go- 
vernor or  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being,  in  the  faid  Council 
of  Safety,  on  the  Treafurer  of  this 
State,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
pounds. 

12.  And  whereas  the  enemy  has 
lately  adopted  the  mean  and  unman- 
ly praftice  of  encouraging  our  dlf- 
affefted  fubjefts  fecretly,  to  appre- 
hend and  convey  into  their  lines  fuch 
of  the  loyal  fubjefts  of  thio  State  as 
have  rendered  themfelves  more  pecu- 
liarly obno;dous  to  their  refentment, 
on  account  of  their  fingular  patriot- 
ifm,  and  more  eminent  fervices  to 
their  country. 

Be  it  therefore  enafted,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefrad,  That  it  Ihall  and 
m.ay  be  lav/ful  for  the  Governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  Council  of  Safety  aforefaid, 
forthwith  and  from  time  to  time  here- 
after to  apprehend  and  imprifon  fuch 
and  fbmany  perfons  difaffeftedto  this 
State,  as  they  fliall  think  fufficientto 
Induce  the  enemy  to  releafe  fuch  of  the 
fubjefts  of  this  State  as  have  already 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be  fo  fecretly 
apprehended  and  conveyed  away  as 
aforefaid  and  detained  by  the  enemy, 
and  them  to  caufe  to  be  treated  In  like 
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manner  as  the  enemy  treat  fach  pri-     was  pafTed  on  the    1 1  th  of  P'ebruajey 
foners  of  this  State,  until  they  fhall 
bereleafed  and  fetat  liberty  tareiurn 
to  their  refpeftive  places  of  abode. 

1  3.  And  be  it  iuriherenafted,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That  when- 
ever the  Governor  or  Commander  in 


laft. 

And  v/hereas  by  inattention,  mif- 
apprehcnuon,  ablence  of  great  num- 
bers of  the  freeholders  in  the  defence 
of  their  country,  (the  militia  of  feve- 
ral  of  the  counties  being  then  in  ac  ■ 


Chief  for  the  time  being,  by  reafon     tual  fervice)    fliortnefs    of  the   times 


that  had  been  appointed,  neglect,  and 
other  caufes,  fome  diilridls,  and  alfo 
fome  tovv^nlhips,  (in  counties  in  which 
a  towniliip  has  been  made  a  diltridl 
for  this  purpofe)  did  not  hold  the 
eleilion  of  J  uf!  ices  on  the  days  by  faid. 
aft  appointed  ;  and  it  was  likely,  that 
like  omiffions  would  happen  in  other 
places,  of  which  the  ti:nes  for  fuch 
elcQions  had  not  then  clapfed.    ■ 

And  v\'hcreas  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  March  lafl:  paft,  a  fupplemcnt  to 
to  the  faid  recited  acl  of  Ailembly 
was  pafled  to  remedy  all  miftakes  and 
lapfcs  thereby  given  to  tlie  freehohiers 
in  cafes  to  make  fuch  their  eleilion  : 

r 

which  time  is  now  alfo  palfed.     And 
v.'hereas  in    and  by  the   faid  fupple- 
mcnt, further  provifion  was  made  m 
tlie  premifes,  in  the  words  following: 
"  And  whereas  the  freeholders- of 
the  feveral  wards  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia have  neglefted  to  eleft  Juf- 
tices  of  the  Peace,  as  by  the  faid  aft 
v.'as  direded,  and  it  may  happen  that 
fome  other  parts  of  the  State  may  alfo 
Commonwealth  of  Pcnnfylvania,  in     neglefl  toeleft  Jull:ices,at  tlie  time  In 
feftion   30th,  ordains,  "  That  Juf-     thefaidaft  andby  thisacldirefted  :  Be 


of  his  abfence  cut  of  this  State,  or  or 
fickncfs  thou'/h  v/'thin  it,  or  by  any 
other  reafonable  impediment,  is  pre- 
vented from  attending  the  Council  of 
Safety,  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the 
Council  of  this  State  fliall  be,'  and 
he  is  hereby  inVeftedv/ith  famCipower 
and  authority  as  the  Governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  be- 
ing is  invefted  with  by  this  prefent 
aft,  or  the  faid  ac^,  intitled,  "  An 
Aft  forinvcfting  the  Governor  and  a 
Council  confiliing  of  twelve,  with 
certain  povyers therein-mentioned,  for 
a  limited  time." 

14  And  be  it  further  enafted  by 
the  fame  authority.  That  this  aft  fliail 
continue  in  force  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  faid  laft  mentioned  aft, 
and  no  longer. 

Paffcd  at  Haddcnjield, 
J^thjune,    1777. 


Th   C  outlet  I,  Philadelphia,   'July  5, 

1777- 
Whereas  the  Ccnftitution  of  the 


tices  of  the  Peace  fhall  be  elefted  by 
the  freeholders  of  each  ward,  diftrift 
or  townflilp,  as  the  law  fhall  direft ; 
and  that  their  names  fhal  be  returned 
to  thcPrefident  in  Council,  who  lliall 
commiffionate  or;e,  or  more  of  them, 
for  eadi  ward,  diftrift  or  townftiip, 
fo  returning,  for  feven  years." 

And  whereas  an  aft  of  Affembly, 
intitled,  "An  Aft  direfting  themyde 
and  times  of  eleftlng  Jufdces  of  the 
Peace  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
and  the  feveral  and  refpeftive  coun- 
ties of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for 
other  purpofes  therein  mentioned," 


It  enafted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid. 
That Vv'here  any  fuch  negleft has  been, 
or  may  be,  at  the  time  by  the  above 
recited  aft,  or  by  this  aft  direfted  for 
the  eleftion  of  juftices,  for  any  dif- 
trift in  any  or  either  of  the  faid  coun- 
ties, the  CommiiTioners  and  Afleftbrs 
of  fuch  county  or  counties,  or  any 
five  of  them  (in  fuch  county  or  coun- 
ties where  they  arc  direfted  fo  to  do 
by  the  faid  aft)  arc  hereby  enjoined 
and  required  to  appoint  a  time  and 
place  for  eleftion  of  Juftices  of  Pea,ce 
for  fuch  diftrift,  and  give  notice  there- 
of to  the  freeholders,  who  fhall  hold 
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the  Aiid  ekcllon,  and  in  all  things 
relating  thereto,  acl  and  do  agree  ible 
to  the  diredlions  oi"  the  aft,  to  which 
this  act  is  a  fupplement ;  and  when 
they  Oirdl  have  elected  Juiliccs,  they 
ihali  be  dec:r.ed  and  taken  to  be  JuT- 
tices  of  the  Peace,  as  is  in  and  by  the 
faid  aft  declared." 

And  whereas,  notwithHandincr  the 
laft  recited  feftion  of  faid  {uoplcinen- 
tary  aft,  the  freeholders  of  ibir.e  dif- 
tricts  may  yet  negleft  to  eleft  JaiHces 
of  the  Peace,  in  manner  afurefaid, 
provifion  by  laid  fupplcment  is  fur- 
ther made,  that  upon  application  in 
writing,  by  twenty  cr  snore  of  the 
fieehoiders  of  any  fiich  dirtriiS,  to  the 
Prefident  of  this  State,  it  fiiall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Prefident  in  Council  to 
appoint  and  commiffionate  one,  or 
more  Juflice,  cr  Jufticesof  the  Peace, 
as  tr.e  cafe  may  require  for  any  fuch 
difrlci:,  which  may  ft'l!  negleft  to 
elect  Juiiices  of  the  Peace.  Where- 
fore, notice  is  hereby  given  to  the 
freeholders  of  any  diilriftas  aforefaid, 
wherein  no  eleflion  of  JulHces  of  the 
Peace  hath  been  hitherto  holden,  of 
the  remedy  providid  by  law,  and  of 
the  mode  in  which  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed, in  order  to  have  juftice  duly  ad- 
miniflered.  And  it  is  recommended, 
becaufe  of  thefe  words  in  the  third 
feflion  of  faid  fupplement,  above 
tranfcribed, "  in  fuch  county  and  coun- 
ties, where  they  are  fo  dircAe-l  to  do 
by  the  faid  aft,"  words  which  feem 
to  coniine  the  appointment  of  the  time 
and  place  of  the  eleftion  to  the  Com- 
miflicners  and  AflciTorsofthecoLint.ies 
of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Chefter,  Lan- 
cafter,  Berks,  York,  and  Northamp- 
ton ;  that  in  cafe  of  the  return  of  any 
choice  yet  to  be  made,  of  Juflices  in 
Cumberland,  Bedford,  Northumber- 
land, and  Weilmoreland,  that  faid 
return  be  a.ccompiinied  with  an  ap- 
plication in  writing,  from  twenty  or 
more  of  the  freeholders' of  the  diftrift, 
to  the  Prehdent,  to  appoint,  as  afore- 
faid, in  order  to  make  the  commiffion 
yalid  j  whatever  laid  recited  words 
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may  purport— at  the  fame  time,  ths 
freeholder  may  be  aflured,  that  their 
eleftioa,  and  the  return  thereof,  fhall 
be  regarded  as  in  other  cafes. 

N.  B.  Some  dillrifts  have  perhaps 
made  eleftions  reguiarlv,  bat  their 
Oi-hcers  may  not  have  made  returns  of 
the  perfons  elefted,  or  having  made 
their  recurr.s,  iheir  returns  mav  have 
mifcarried,  or  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
ill-difpofed  perfons,  and  ma/  have 
been  fuppreilbd.  In  fuch  cafes  new 
returns  are  wanted,  and  it  would  be 
fafe  to  fend  duplicates.  Thefe  lapfes 
and  defefts  prevent  a  fecond  Commif- 
iidh  of  the  Peace  for  each  county  from 
bcdng  ifliied,  while  they  Ihould  in- 
clude all  the  vacant  diftrifts  for  fingle 
commiffions,  being  a  great  exoence 
on  the  counties. 

'     Extraft  from  the  Minutes, 

T.  Maltack,  Secretary. 

Ann  r.p  oils ,   July  1  O . 

An   Acl  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the 

Go'vcruuient. 

Whereas,  in  every  freeftate,  allegi- 
ance and  protection  are  reciprocal,  and 
no  man  is  entitled  to  ha..-:  the  benefit 
of  the  one,  who  chu  es  to  yield  to  the 
other ;  and  as  every  inhabitant  of  tliis 
ftate  enjoys  the  proteftion  and  benefit 
of  the  Government,  and  laws  thereof; 
and  it  is  reafonable  that  every  perfon, 
if  required,  fliould  give  teilimciiy  of 
his  attachment  and  fidelity  to  this 
State,  and  the  prefent  Government 
thereof  as  now  ellabliflied. 

Be  it  enafted,  by  the  General  Af- 
fsmbly  of  Maryland,  That  e\:e^y  free 
male  perfon  within  this  State,  above 
eighteen  years  of  age,  uniefs  a  Qua- 
ker, Mencnid,  or  Danker,  if  requir- 
ed, fliall  take,  repeat,  and  fubfcribe 
the  oath  of  fidelity  and  fupport  to  this 
State,  contained  in  the  aft,  intitled, 
"  An  Aft  to  punifn  certain  crimes  and 
mildemeanors,  and  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  Toryifm  ;"  and  every  free 
male  Quaker,  Meuonift,  cr  Dunker, 
v/ithin  tiiis  State,  above  eighteen  years 
of  age,  if  required,  Ihall   foiemnl)', 

fmcerely. 
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fiucerely,  and  truly  declare  and  af- 
firm, in  the  words  of  the  faid  oath, 
and  thereto  fubfcribe  his  name. 

And  be  it  enacted,    That   if  any 
Judge  or  Juflice,  of  his  own   know- 
ledge,  or    from   the    information  of 
.    fome  credible  and  reputable  perfon, 
fnall  have  good  caufe  to  fufpeft  any 
perfon  to  be  difaffedled  or  dangerous 
to  this  State,  or  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment thereof,  it  ihall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  fuch  Judge  or  Juflice  ;  and  he 
Ss  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to 
afiue  his  warrant  to  bring  fuch  perfon 
before  any  Judge  or  Juitice  ;  and  if 
the  Judge  or  Juftice  fhall  adjudge  fuch 
perfon  dangerousor  difaftefted  to  this 
State,     or   the   prefent    Government 
thereof,  he  Ihall  require  fuch  perfon 
to    take,  repeat,    and   fubfcribe   the 
faid  oath  ;  or  make,  repeat,  and  fuo- 
^ribe  the  faid  declaration  ;  and  on  his 
lefufa',  Ihall  require  fuch  perfon  to 
enter  into  a  recognizance  of  Dai],  with 
iuflicient  fccurity  for  his  appearance 
S.t  the  irext  court  to  be  held  for  his 
tronntv  ;  and  on   his   refufal   to  give 
fuch  bail,  fliall  cernmit   fuch  perfon 
to  the  public  gaol,  there  to  remain 
till  difcharged  by  due  courfe  of  bw  ; 
and  the  Judge  or  Jr.ilice  fhali  certify 
the  name  of  every  perfon  fo  refuiing, 
to  his  next  county  court;  and,  if  the 
court  ihall  adjudge    fuch  perfon  dif- 
afFefted  to  this  State,  or  the  prefent 
y        Government  thereof,  they    lliall  re- 
quire fuch  perfon  to  take,  repeat,  and 
fubfcribe  the  faid  oath  ;  or  to  make, 
repeat,  and  fubfcribe   the  faid  decla- 
ration ;  and  if  iuch  perfon  fo  requir- 
ed Ihall  refufe  to  take    the  faid  oalh, 
or  make  the  faid  declaration,  the  laid 
court  fhall  record  fuch   refufal,  and 
tliereupon  fuch  perfon  fiiali  be  fo  far 
conlidered  as  an  outlaw,  as  to  be  in- 
capable of  commencing  or  profecut- 
inf;a!.y fuitin  any  court  of  this  State, 
for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  da- 
mages, for  any   money  cr  tobacco, 
due  or  cwing  to  him  in  his  own  right, 
vinle's,    previous    to    fuit,    he    fliall 
take,  repeat,  and  fubfcribe  the  fuid 
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oath,  or  make,  repeat,  and  fubfcribe 
the  faid  declaration,  before  fome 
Judge  or  Juflice  ;  and  in  cafe  of  ne- 
gleiTt  thereof,  the  Court,  before  whom 
fuch  fuit  fhall  be  brought,  fhall,  ex 
officio,  enter  judgment  of  noni'uit, 
and  fuch  perfon  Jhail  alfo  be  difabled 
to  ufe  or  praftife  the  fcience  of  phyfic 
or  furgery,  or  the  art  of  an  apothe- 
cary, or  the  trade  of  merchandize,  or 
buying  and  felling,  or  any  liberal 
fcience,  for  his  gain,  within  this 
State,  until  fuch  time  as  he  fhall  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  faid  oath,  or  make 
and  fubfcribe  the  faid  declaration,  be- 
fore fome  Judge  or  Juftice,  and  fhall 
alfo  be  for  ever  incapable  to  hold  or 
e  cercife  any  office,  civil  or  military, 
v/ithin  this  State,  and  obliged  by 
fuch  Court,  to  enter  into  recogniz- 
ance, with  fufficient  fecurity  for  liis 
good  behaviour,  for  fo  long  time  as 
t'le  Court  fliall  adjudge,  not  exceed- 
ing the  prefent  war  with  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  and  if  fuch  perfon  fliall  be  ad- 
judged by  the  Court  a  dangerous  per- 
fon to  refide  in  this  State,  the  Court 
fliall  requ  re  fuch  perfon  to  enter  into 
recognizance,  with  fufficient  fecurity 
for  his  appearance  before  the  Gover- 
nor and  the  Council,  cr  the  next  Ge- 
neral Court,  and  on  his  refufal  to  en- 
ter into  fuch  recognizance,  fhall  com- 
mit fuch  perfon  to  the  public  gaol, 
there  to  remain  till  diicharged  by 
due  courfe  of  law  ;  and  if  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Council,  or  tire  Ge- 
neral Court,  Ihall  adjudge  fuch  per- 
fon's  refidence  in  this  State  dangerous 
t'o  the  State  or  Government  thereof, 
tiiey  fliall  adjudge  fuch  perfon  to  be 
bmifned  this  State  ' for  ever,  and  in 
cafe  of  return,  to  be  cicfe  imprifoned 
for  life  in  fuch  gaol  as  the  Governor 
fjiall  dire<ft  5  and  the  Governor  and 
the  Council,  or  the  General  Cburt, 
may  allow  fuch  perfon  a  reafonable 
time,  not  exceeding  two  months,  to 
dilpofe,  fei  ,  or  carry  away  his  pro- 
perty, provided  fuch  perfon  fliall  en- 
ter   into    recognizance,    or 


give 


bond,  with     iuiiicient     fecurity    for 

his 
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his   gcod   and    peaceable    behaviour 
in     the      mean      time,      and     pro- 
vided   fuch    perfon    (hall    alfo   enter 
into  bond,  with  iufiicient  fecurity  to 
the  Chancellor  for  the  payment   of 
all  debts  which  he  may  ewe  to  any  of 
the  fubjefts  of  this  or  any  other  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  cafe  of  refufal 
to  enter  into  fuch  recognizance,  or 
to  give  fuch  bond,  fuch  perfon  fhaH 
be    immediately    banifhed,    and    his 
property   invefted    in   fuch    Commif- 
fioners  as  the  Governor  and  Council, 
or  the  Court  by  their  order,  may  ap- 
point, who  fhall   thereout,  ,and   by 
public  fale  thereof,  pay  the  debts  of 
fuch  perfcn,  and  the  balance,  if  any, 
fliall  be  by  them  paid  to  the  order  of 
fuch  perfon  ;»and  the  faid  Commif- 
fioners  fhall  have,  and  mar  retain  in 
their  hands  a  cornmiirion  of  five  per 
cent,  for  their  trouble ;  and  the  faid 
Commiffioner  may  enter  into  and  pof- 
fefs  the  eftate  of  fuch  perfon,  or  re- 
cover in  law  or  equity,  in  their  names, 
any  debts  or  other  property  belonging 
to  fuch  perfon,  in   the  fame   manner 
as  fuch  perfon  would  or  m.ight   have 
done,  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  fcr 
the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  enacled,  That  if  anv 
conilable  fliall  refufe  or  nep-Iecl  to 
execute  fuch  warrant  from  any  Judge 
or  Juftice,  he  fliall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  fum  of  5I.  current  money,  and 
fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  feven  Cal- 
lings and  fixpcnce  from  the  perfon 
on  whom  he  fliall  ferve  fuch  warrant. 
And  be  it  enafled.  That  theCleik 
at  the  General  and  every  County 
Court  fhall,  without  fee  or  rewara, 
keep  a  fair  tranfcript  in  his  office  of 
the  faid  oath  and  declaration  to  be 
fubfcribed  by  any  perfon  taking  or 
making  the  fame  in  open  Court,  and 
fliall  make  an  entry  in  his  minutes, 
and  in  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  his  Court,  of  the  time  when  any 
perfon  fliall  take  or  make  the  faid 
oath  or  declaration  ;  and  if  fuch  per- 
fon ihall  hold  or  exercife  any  ofiice 
of  profit  ortrufl  in  tiiis  State,  he  fliall 


alfo  note  what  office  fuch  perfon  fliall 
hold  or  exercife.     And   every  Judge 
or  Juftice  fhall  keep  in   his  houfe  a 
fair  tranfcript  of  the  faid  oatii  and  de- 
claration for  every  perfon  to  fubfcribe, 
who  fhall  take  or  make  the  fame   ber 
fore  him,  and  fliall  alfo  certify  to  his 
next  General  or  County   Court  the 
name  of  every  perfon  who  iha'l  take 
or  make  the  faid  oath  or  declaration 
before  him,  and  the  time  v/hen,  and 
the  Oiiice  of  profit  or  truil  fuch  perfon 
fhall  hold,  or  enjoy,  and  the   Clerk 
of  tlie  Court  to  which  fuch  certificate 
fliall  be  entered,  fhall  enter  the  fame 
among  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
cf  Ids  Court;  but  no   Judge  or  Juf- 
tice  fliall  be   obliged   to    adminifler 
luch  oath,  or  take  fuch  declaration, 
out   cf  Court,  unlefs    at    the   houf'^ 
where  he  fliall  ufually  live  or  refidc- 

Whereas  feveral  Officers  under  tbs 
late  Govcrnmeat,  and  other  perfons, 
late  inhabitants  of  this  State,  havc 
fled  from  and  deferted  the  defence  of 
this  country  in  the  prefent  juft  and 
liccefFary  war,  leavmg  conJiderabh; 
eftates  to  be  defended  by  the  blood 
and  trcaf^ire  of  the  good  people  cf 
this  State,  and  it  appearing  very  un- 
reafonable  that  fuch  perfcns  fhould 
return,  unlefs  witlihi  a  limited  time, 
to  this  State,  which  they  have  deiert- 
ed  in  the  hour  of  diftrels  and  danger, 
to  enjoy,  without  any  rifque,  every 
benefit  from  the  war,  if  our  arms 
fliould  be  blefled  with  fuccefs  : 

Be  it  enafted.  That  no  perfJn  who 
fled  from  this  State  'flnce  the  four- 
teenth dayof  Augaft,  feventeen  hun- 
dred feventy-five,  and  did  not  fub- 
fcribe the  aflbciation,  unlefs  he  fliall 
return  to  this  State  within  twelve 
months  from  the  end  of  this  prefent 
feffion,  fliall  ever  return  to  this  State. 
And  if  fuch  perfon  fhall  return  to  this 
Scate  within  or  after  the  twelve  months 
aforefaid,  and  fliall  not  take,  repeat, 
and  fubfcribe  the  faid  oath,  or  make, 
repeat,  and  fubfcribe  the'  faid  decla- 
ration of  fidelity  and  fupport  to  this 
State,  v.ichin  tea  davs  after  his  return, 

he 
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he  fhall  be  dofe  imprifoned  for  life 
in  fuch  gaol  as  the  Governor  fliall 
direft,  and  fiiall  alfo  foiflit  all  his 
property  within  this  State  ;  and  fuch 
property  fhall,  on  convidion  in  the 
General  Court  of  his  flight  as  afore- 
faid,  and  return  and  negleft  as  afore- 
faid,  be  invefled  in  fuch  Comraif- 
fioners  as  the  Court  fliall  appoint, 
who  fhall  thereout,  and  by  public 
fale  thereof,  firil  pay  the  debts  of 
fuch  perfon,  to  any  of  the  fubjefls  of 
this  or  any  of  the  United  States,  and 
afterwards,  the  balance,  if  any,  to 
the  Treafurer  of  their  fliore,  for  the 
ufe  of  this  State  ;  and  the  faid  Corn- 
mifTioners  fhall  have,  and  may  retain 
in  their  hands,  five  per  cent,  com- 
iniiTion  for  their  trouble. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  be  reafon- 
able,  that  the  property  within  this 
State  of  fuch  perfbns  who  may  have 
fled  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo  of  all  fuch 
who  fhall  refufe,  when  required,  to 
take  the  laid  oath,  or  make  the  faid 
declaration,  as  required  by  this  Aft, 
fhould  pay  a  Turn  of  money  in  lieu  of 
the  danger  and  rifque  of  pains  and 
forfeitures  which  they  might  incur, 
if enoas'^ed  in  the  fervice  and  defence 
of  this  State  ; 

Be  it  enacted,  that  the  Juflices  of 
the  feveral  County  Courts  Ihall  an- 
nually, at  theij-  refpe6tive  augufl 
Courts,  make  diligent  enquiry  after 
ev^ery  perfon  who  has  fled  from  their 
country  as  aforefaid,  and  fliall  enter 
his  name,  together  with  the  name  of 
every  perfon  who  fiiall  refufe  as  afore- 
faid to  take  the  faid  oath,  or  make 
the  faid  declaration,  on  the  Minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  their  Court 
at  their  then  fitting,  and  fhall  an- 
nually, during  the  lives  of  fuch  per- 
fons  who  fhall  refufe  to  comply  as 
aforefaid  with  the  direfcions  of  this 
Aft,  nffefs  and  rate  the  cflate  of  fuch 
perfon  in  any  fum  not  exceeding  five 
pounds  current  money  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds  of  property  belonging  to 
fuch  perfon  v/ithin  this  State,  in  lieu 
of  the  xiiquQ  and  danger  of  pains  and 


forfeitures  fuch  perfons  might  incu# 
if  engaged  in  the  fervice  and  defence 
of  this  State  ;  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  fhall  annually,  before  the 
fifth  day  of  Septen-.ber,  deliver  a 
copy  of  fuch  afli'flment  to  the  Collec- 
tor of  his  county,  who  fliall  collcft 
the  fame  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
rate  and  afleffment  by  the  Aft  intitled, 
"  An  Aft  to  afiefs  and  impofe  an 
equal  tax  on  all  prcjperty  within  this 
State,"  is  to  be  collefted  and  levied  ; 
and  if  the  property  of  fuch  peifon 
fl.iall  lie  in  any  other  county,  fuch 
Clerk  fhall  fend  a  certificate  of  fuch 
pcrfon's  flight,  refufal  or  negleft,  to 
the  Court  of  the  county  or  counties 
in  which  the  property  of  fuch  perfon 
may  lie,  and  itich  Court  fnall  aflefs 
and  rate  the  property  of  fuch,  perfon 
as  aforefaid,  and  the  Colleftor  of 
fuch  county  or  counties  Ihall  colleft 
and  levy -fuch  rate  as  aforefaid. 

By  the  Houfe  of  Delegates,  June 
^9»    '777-     Read  the  firfl  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
By  order, 
G.  DuvALL,  CI.  H.  D. 

By  the  Houfe  of  Delegates,  June 
2!,  1777.  Read  the  fecond  time, 
and  will  pafs.     By  order, 

G.  Duval L,  CI.  H.  D. 

By  the  Senate,  June  23,  1777. 
Read  the  firli  time,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.     By  order, 

A.  C.  Hanson,   CI.  Sen. 

By  the  Senate,  June  26,  1777. 
Read  the  fecond  time,  and  will  not 
pafs.     By  order, 

A.  C.  Hanson,  CI.  Sen. 


Aa  Acl  to  reinforce  the  American 
Army. 
Be  it  enafted  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  A'laryland,  That  if  any 
perfon  within  ihis  State,  between 
flxteen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  fliall, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Au- 
gufl next,  furnifh  and  deliver  to  any 
recruidng  Serjeant  appointed  by  the 
Governor  and  tlie  Council,  or  any 
officer  in  any  of  the  battalions  raifed 

by 
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by  this  State,  an  healthy,  able  bo- 
died recruit,  being  a  freeman,  or  an 
Trifli  or  American  indented  fervant, 
or  apprentice,  not  employed  in  the 
trade  of  a  Ihip -carpenter,  gunfmith, 
blackfmith,  tavlor,  fhoemaker,  or 
weaver,  in  any  linen,  woollen,  iron, 
or  wire  manufactory,  to  leiTe  in  any 
one  of  the  br.tcalions  railed  by  this 
State  for  the  term  of  three  years,  fuch 
perfon  ihall  be  exempt  from  any  mi- 
litia or  military  duty  for  the  faid  term 
of  three  years ;  and  fuch  perfon  is 
hereby  required  not  to  gi^'e  more 
than  thirty  dollars  reward  to  iach  re- 
cruit. 

And  be  it  enadted,  That  in  cafe 
any  two  perfons,  in  confequence  of 
the  recommendation  of  Congrefs, 
have,  before  the  pafling  of  this  Aft, 
furnilhed  one  able  bodied  recruit  as 
afcrefaid,  to  ferve  for  the  afcrefaid 
term  of  three  years,  fuch  two  perfons. 


And  be  it  enafted.  That  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council  be  empowered  to 
order  any  part  of  the  artil'ery  com- 
panies raifed  for  the  immediate  de- 
fence of  this  State,  not  exceeding 
fifty-fix  privates,  under  officers  pro- 
per for  fuch  a  number  of  artillerifts, 
to  march  with  all  expedition  to  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  there  to  obey 
the  orders  of  Congrefs,  or  of  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Walhington,  and  to 
remain  in  the  Continental  fervice 
during  this  campaign,  or  fo  long  as 
the  Commander  in  Chief  fhall  require 
their  fervice,  unlefs  the  exigencies  of 
this  State  fliould  require  their  recall 
by  the  Governor  and  the  Council. 

And  be  it  enaded.  That  no  officer 
of  the  United  States  fhall  enliit  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  unlefs 
in  fome  one  of  the  batta'ions  from 
this  State,  under  the  penalty  of  one 


by  furnifhing  one  other  able   bodied     hundred  pounds  for  each  perfon  en- 
recruit  as   aforefaid,  to  ferve  for  the    lifted  contrary  hereto. 
terra  of  three  years  aforefaid,  ihall  be 
entitled  to  the  above  exemption. 

And  be  it  enafted.  That  fuch  re- 
cruit fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
Continental  bounty  and  other  allow  - 
ances :  and  the  oiticer  to  whom  he 
Ihall  be  delivered,  fhall  give  a  cer- 
tificate, expreffing  the  name  of  the 
recruit,  the  time  when  he  enlilled, 
and  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  fhall 
furnifii  and  deliver  the  recruit. 

And  be  it  enacled.  That  every 
healthy,  able  bodied  man  as  afore- 
faid  (not  furnifhed  by  cr  receiving 


An  Ad  to  pu7iijh  Forefiallifig  and  En-' 
grcjjing,  and  for  other  piirpofes. 
Whereas  all  endeavours  to  enhance 
the  common  price  of  merchandize,  or 
the  necefiaries  of  life,  and  all  prac- 
tices for  that  purpofe  ought  to  be  re- 
ftrained  as  far  as  pofilble,  and  the  art 
and  avarice  of  foreftallers  and  en- 
groffers  in  this  State  having  been 
grievous  and  oppreffive  to  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  therefore 

Be  it  enafted,  by  the  General  M- 
fembly  of  Maryland,    That  if   any 
any  reward  from  perfons  exempted  a"s    perfon   fhall    buy,    or    caufe    to    be 
aforefaid)   who  fhall  hereafter   enter    bought,  any  goods,  v/afes,  or  mer- 
into  any  of  the  battalions  raifed  by    chandize,  except  the  articles  of  grain 


this  State  for  three  years,  fhall  be  en- 
titled to  receive,  from  this  State,  a 
bounty  of  thirty  dollars  above  the 
Continental  allowance,  and  that  the 
Governor  and  the  Council  be  em- 
powered to  draw  on  the  Treafurers  for 
money  fufiicient  for  this  purpole,  and 


and  lumber,  coming  to  any  market 
or  fair  within  this  State  to  be  fold  in 
fuch  market  or  fair,  or  coming  to 
any  city,  or  town,  port,  harbour, 
haven,  or  creek,  within  this  State, 
to  be  fold,  or  fhall  make  any  bar- 
gain, contract  or  promife  for  the  hav- 


to  appoint  recruiting  Serjeants  in  each  ing  or  buying  of  any  goods,  v/ares  or 
county,  who  ftiall  be  paid  the  Conti-  merchandize,  except  as  before  ex- 
nental  allowance  for  their  trouble.  cepted,  or  any  pan  thereof,  fo  coming 
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fts  aforefaid,  before  the  fame  fhall  be  wares,  or  merchandize,  by  any  ageiit 
in  the  market,  fair,  city,  town,  port,  of  this  or  the  United  States,  or  the 
harbour,  haven,  or  creelc,  ready  tliere  purchafmg  materials  for  the  carrying 
to  be  fold,  or  fhall  difluade  any  per-  on  manufactories,  and  fo  converted 
fon  coming  to  this  State,  or  to  any  in  the  houfe  of  the  purchafer,  or  the 
market  or  fair  therein,  to  abllain  or  buying  of  provifions  by  any  licenced 
forbear  to  bring  any  goods,  wares,  or  ordinai-y  keepers,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
merchandize  to  this  State,  or  any  ordinary,  ihall  not  be  deemed  en- 
part  thereof,  ihall  be  adjudged  a  grofling  within  this  Aft. 
foreR  Her,  and  on  convi<5];ion  thereof  And  be  it  enafted.  That  the  im- 
in  the  general  or  any  county  court,  porter  or  manufafturer  of  all  goods, 
ihall^  be  fined  by  the  court,  not  ex-  wares  and  merchandizes,  n-talTbe  al- 
ceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  or  im-  lowed  to  fell  the  fame  by  wholefale  or 
prifoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  retail. 

both,  in  the  difcretlon   of  the  court.  And  be  it  enafted.  That  no  perfon 

Provided,  that  buying  by  any  perfon  fhall    purchafe    any  goods  imported 

any  goods,  wares,    or  merchandize,  into,  ormanufadtur'edwitliin  this  State, 

coming  to  market,  for  the    ufe  and  to  fell,  barter,    or   exchange    again ^ 

confumption  of   himfelf  and    family  unlefs  he  fhall  purchafe  the  fame  from 

for  a  year,  fliall  not  be  deemed  fore-  the  original  importer  or  manufadlurer, 

ilalling.  under  the   forfeiture    of  the  goods  fo 

And    be  It  enadled,  That  if  any  purchafed,  one  half  to  the  State,  and 

perfon  within  this  State  Ihall  buy,  to  the  other  half  to   the  informer,  and 

fell  again  within  this  State,  or  in  any  under  the  penalty   of    five  hundred 

of  the  adjoining  States,  any  butter,  pounds  for  each    oflence.     But  this 

beef,  pork,  cotton,  wool,  flax,  wool-  reltraint  fhall  not  extend  to  licenced 

lens,  hemp,  tallow,  raw  hides,  tanned  ordinary    keepers,  fo  as    to  prohibit 

leather,  fhoes,    or  fait,  of  the  pro-  them  from  purchafing    liquors,    and 

duce  or  growth  of,  or  raifed  or  ma-  other  necefliiries,  for  the  common  ufe 

nufadured   in    this   State  ;  or  if  any  of  their  ordinaries, 
perfon  within  this  State  fhall  obtain  And  be  it  enafted.  That  any  per- 

CT   get   into   his  hands,  by  buying,  fonwho  Ihall  purchafe  goods,  wares, 

contrafting  or  promife  taking,  (other  or  merchandize  in  any  of  the  United 

than    by  demife,  grant,  or    leafc  of  States,  and  bring  them  into  this  State 

land,  or  in  payment    for  debt)  any  for  fale,  fhall  be  confidered  as  a  pur-; 

goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  vfithin  chafer  within  this  State,  (unlefs  fuch 

this  State,  except  from    the  original  goods  were  imported  by  him  through 

importer,  with  intent  to  fell  the  fame  the    Capes    of  Chefapeake-Bay,    or 

again  within  this  State,  or   in  any  of  through  fome  one  of  the  inlets  of  fome 

the  adjoining  States,  fuch  perfon  fhall  neighbouring   State)    and    fhall   fell 

be  adjudged  an   engrofler,   and,  on  them    for  ready  money,  if  required, 

conviftion  tliereof,  in  the  general  or  at  not  more  than  the  rate  of  thirty  fcr 

any  county  court,  ihall  forfeit  any  of  centu7n  profit  on  the  purchaf e-money, 

the  articles  aforefaid  fo  bought  or  got  and  the  charges    of  tranfportation  or 

into   his  poffefTion,    one  half  to  the  carriage  to  the  place  where  they  Ihali 

State,  and  the  other  half  to   the  in-  be  expofed  to  fide;  except  the   arti- 

former,  and  may  be  fined  not  exceed-  cles  of  fait  and   hrowri  fugar,  which 

ing  iviz  hundred  pounds,  or  impri  fhall  he  ibid  at  not  more  than  thirty- 

foned  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both,  five  per   centum  upon   the  purchafe- 

in  the  difcrction  of  the  court.     Pro-  money  and  the  charges  aforefaid. 
vided  always,  and    it    is   hereby  de-         And  be  it  enadkd.  That  every  re- 

Clared,  that  die  buying  of  any  gcoJ»,  Cailer  ihali  fell  goods,   purchafed  of 

the 
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the  importer  or  manufacturer,  for 
ready  money,  if  required,  at  not  more 
than  at  the  rate  oi'  thirty  pf  centum 
profit  on  the  purchafc-nioney  paid  to 
the  importer  or  mauufafturcr,  and 
the  charges  of  tranfportation  or  car- 
riage to  the  place  where  e?:pofcd  to 
fa!e,  except:  the  articles  of  fait  aad 
brown  fu?-ar,  which  fhall  be  fold  at 
not  more  than  thirty-nve  per  centum 
profit  on  the  purchafe- money,  with 
the  charges  afjrefaid.  And  the  im- 
porter, if  a  refident  of  this  State, 
ihall  deliver  into  his  county  court- 
office,  on  or  before  the  hrll  day  of  each 
county  court,  a  liil  on  oath,  figned 
by  him  and  the  purchafer,  of  the 
names  of  all  perfons  to  whom  he  fiiall 
fell  at  wholefale,  and  the  price  ;  and 
if  a  foreigner  fhall  be  the  importer,  he 
ihall  deliver  fucli  lift  as  aforefaid  into 
the  naval  ofHce  of  tbediflrift-,  in  which 
the  veiTel  bringing  the  goods  Ihall  be 
entered  ;  and  fuch  lill,  or  an  atrefted 
copy  thereof,  by  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty or  naval  ofHcer,  lliall  be  evidersce 
on  a  profecutlon  or  fult  againil  the 
retailer. 

And  if  any  fuch  retailer  fliall  re- 
fufe  to  fell  any  goods,  warei,  or  mer- 
chandize, at  the  price  above  limited, 
for  ready  money,  if  required,  he  ihail 
forfeit  and  pay  five  pounds  for  each 
refufal ;  and  if  any  impjr.er  ihall 
neglei5l  to  lodge  the  liil  as  above  re- 
quired, he  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  five 
hundred  pounds  for  each  negle:!:. 

And  be  it  enabled,  That  no  perfon 
fliall  purchafe  any  gcois,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  condemned  in  tlie 
Courts  of  Admiralty,  from  the  ori- 
ginal purchafer  thereof,  to  fell,  bar- 
ter, or  exchange  again,  and  the  ori- 
ginal purchafer  fhall  fell  the  fame,  re- 
ftTving  fufficient  for  the  ufe  of  him- 
jfelf  and  his  family  for  one  year,  for 
ready  money,  if  required,  at  not 
more  than  the  rate  of  thirty  per  cen- 
tum profit  on  the  purchafe-money, 
and  the  charges  of  tranfportation  or 
carriage  to  the  place  where  expofed 
10  fale,  exxcpt  the  articles  of  fait  and 
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brown  fugar,  which  fhall  be  fold  at 
not  more  than  thirty-five  per  centum 
profit  vn  the  purchafe  money,  with 
the  charges  aforefaid.  Provided,  that 
if  the  owners  of  any  prize  become  pur- 
chafers,  they  fhall  be  confidered  as 
importers,  and  at  liberty  to  fell  by 
wholefale  or  retail. 

And  be  it  enadled.  That  if  fuch 
purchafer  of  condemned  goods  fliall 
refufe  to  fell,  at  the  price  above  li- 
mited, for  ready  money,  if  required, 
he  Ihall  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred 
pounds  fbreach  refufal. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this 
General  AfTembly,  that  feveral  per- 
fons from  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
States  have  engroffed  very  large  quan- 
tities of  iron,  rum,  fugar,  cotton,  fait, 
and  molafles : 

Be  it  enabled,  That  none  of  the 
fald  articles  fhall  be  carried  out  of  this 
State ;  and  that  the  purchafers  there- 
of fhall  fell  the  fame  by  retail  within 
this  State,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
if  required,  at  not  more  than  the  rate 
often  per  centum  profit  on  the  pur- 
chafe-money ;  and  if  any  of  the  faid 
purchafers,  their  agents,  fa.ftors,  flore- 
keepers,  or  trultees,  in  whofe  poflef- 
fion  any  of  the  laid  articles  may  be, 
fliall  refiife  to  fell  the  faid  .irticlci, 
or  anv  of  them,  at  the  rate  aforefaid, 
to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Stit:, 
a;  aflircfaid,  he  or  they  fo  refufmg, 
Ihall,  for  every  offence,  fot-^eit  the 
fuai  of  five  pounds  current  money, 
oae  half  thereof  to  the  informer,  and 
tie  other  half  to  the  ufe  of  this  State  ; 
and  fhall  alio  forfeit,  totheufesafore- 
f  lid,  the  goods  fo  as  aforefaid  refufed 
to  be  fold. 

And  be  it  enafted,  That  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  fhall  be  ex- 
pofed to  fale  by  public  vendue  (except 
houfchold  furniturjjgoods  condemned 
in  the  Courtof  Admiralty,  or  fold  un- 
der contract  for  that  purpofe,  hereto- 
fore made,  or  by  diilrefs  for  rent,  or 
by  procefs  out  of  the  courts  of  law  01 
equity,  or  by  the  executor  or  adniini- 
Itrator  for  anydeceafed  perfon)  under 
Q^q  2  penalty 
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penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  on  the 
perfon  felling  or  buying  at  fuch  ven- 
due. 

And  whereas  it  is  reprefented  to 
this  General  Aflfembly,  that  divers 
perfons,  inhabitants  of  this  State, 
have  engrofl'ed  large  quantities  of  fait, 
rum,  fugar,  molaHes,  coffee,  and 
iron,  with  intent  to  fell  the  fame 
again  at  high  and  exorbitant  prices, 
by  means  whereof  the  inhabitants  are 
greatly  oppreffed  ;  and  whereas  alfo 
feveral  perfons  of  this  State  may  have 
purchafed  and  laid  up  for  the  ufe  of 
their  families,  more  fait  than  is  futfi- 
cient  for  to  ferve  their  families  for  one 
year,  from  this  time  : 

Be  it  enafted,  That  all  and  every 
of  the  perfons  who  have  fo  engrofied 
the  faid  articles  as  aforefaid,  fliall  fell 
the  fame  by  retail  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  at  net  more  than  the 
rate  of  ten  per  centum  profit  on  the 
purchafe-money,  referving  fo  much 
of  the  faid  articles  as  may  be  nece/fary 
for  him 'elf  and  family  for  one  year, 
and  not  felling  more  of  the  overplus 
of  the  article  of  fait  to  any  perfon  than 
Ihall  be  fufficientfor  the  ufe  of  his  fa- 
mily for  one  year,  allowing  one  peck 
to  each  individual  of  fuch  family  : 
and  if  any  of  the  faid  perfons  who 
have  engrofied  any  of  the  faid  arti- 
cles as  aforefaid,  Ihall  refufe  tg  fell 
the  fame  at  the  rate  aforefaid,  and 
In  the  manner  aforefaid,  he  fhall,  for 
ex^ery  oiFence,  forfeit  the  fum  of  five 
potind;  current  money,  and  the  goods 
lb  retufed  to  be  fold,  one  half  there- 
of to  the  ufe  of  the  informer,  and  the 
Other  half  to  the  ufe  of. this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  if 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  in  this  State, 
hath,  or  have  purchafed,  or  laid  up 
for  the  ufe  of  his  or  their  family  or 
families,  more  fait  than  ihall  be  fuiH- 
cient  for  his  or  their  family  or  fami- 
lies for  one  year  from  this  time,  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  Ihall  fell  the  over- 
plus to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  by 
retail,  at  the  fame  rate,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  and  proportion,  as  the 


perfons  who  have  engrofied  fitlt  qis 
above-metioned,  are  direfted  to  fell 
the  fame  ;  and  if  any  perfon  Ihall  re- 
fufe to  fell  the  overplus  of  his  fait,  at 
the  rate  and  manner  aforefaid,  he 
fhall  forfeit,  for  every  offence,  the 
fum  of  five  pounds  current  money, 
and  the  overplus  of  his  fait  fo  refafed 
to  be  fold,  one  half  to  the  informer, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  ufe  of  this 
State. 

And  be  it  enafted.  That  if  the 
owner  or  pofle/Tor  of  any  of  the  ai-- 
ticles  above-mentioned,  ihall  attempt 
to  remove  any  of  them  out  of  this 
State,  it  ihall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
any  peribn  to  feize  the  fame,  and 
every  fuch  article,  fo  attempted  to  be 
carried  out  of  this  State,  iliall  be  for- 
feited, one  half  to  the  perfon  feizing 
the  fame,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
ufe  of  this  State. 

•  And  be  it  enabled.  That  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Council  be  empower- 
ed to  draw  on  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Weftern  fhore,  for  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing two  thoufand  pounds,  and  to  ap- 
ply the  fame,  or  fo  much  as  they  may 
think  neceffary,  inerefting  fait  works 
in  fuch  part  or  parts  of  this  State  as 
they  may  think  moil;  proper,  and  to 
employ  a  manager,  and  to  direcl  any 
quantity  made  to  be  fold  and  diftii- 
buted  in  the  feveral  counties,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  each  county,  allowing  a  peck  to 
each  perfon  for  the  year. 

And  be  it  enafted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing bounties  be  allowed  to  private 
adventurers  (to  whom  no  money  has 
been  or  fhall  be  advanced  by  the  pub- 
lic) who  fhall,  before  the  firil  day  of 
February  next,  m.ake  fait  within  th's 
State,  to  wit :  for  fifty  bufhels,  the 
fum  of  five  pounds  ;  for  one  hundred 
bufiiels,  ten  pounds  ;  for  two  hun- 
dred bufhels,  twenty  pounds ;  and 
for  five  hundred  bufliels,  fifty  pounds ; 
and  the  Treafurer  of  either  fhore 
fhall  pay  the  faid  bounties  to  any  per- 
fons bringing  a  certificate,  expreffing 
the  quantity,  and  the  place  and  time 

when 


when    and  where   made,    from 
Court  of  the  county  wherein  the  fait 
Ihali  be  made. 

And   be  it  enaftcd.  That  a   pre- 
mium of  two  hundred  pounds  fhall  be 
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the     tion  of  the  city  of  Annapolis  to  fell 


or  leafe  certain  lands,  and  to  enlarge 
and  afcertain  the  jurifdiclion  of  die 
Mayor's  Court  of  the  faid  city. 

4.  An  AQ.  to   revive  and  aid  the 


paid  by  either  of  the  treafurcrs  to  the  proceedings  of  Ca:cil  County  Court, 
frii  prrfon  to  whom  no  money  has         5.  An  Aft  for  the  recovery  of  lines 

been  or  fliall  be  advanced  by  the  pub-  on  non-envollers. 
lie,  who  fliail   produce  a   certiiicate         6.  An  Aft  to  revive  tlie  proceed- 

frcm  any  county  Court  of  this  StPte,  ings  of  Saint  Mary's  County  Court. 
of  his    having   made    one    thouiand         7.  An  Aft  to  continue  an  Aft  for 

bufnels  of  fait  within  this  State,   be-  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Governor 

fore  the  firft  day  of  February  next.  and  the  Council. 

And  be  it  enafted,  That  the  Go-         8.  An  Aft  to  reinforce  the  Amc- 

vernor  and  the  Council  be  empowered  rican  array. 

to  draw  on  the  Treafurcr  of  the  Wcf-         9.  An  Aft  to  remove  the  recordi 

tern  fhore  for  any  fum  not  exceeding  of  the  Prerogative  Office, 
one  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  advanced         10.   An  Aft  to  repeal  part  of  ati 

by  them  in  any  fum  not  exceeding  Aft  to  promote  the  recruiting  fervice. 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  any  1 1.  An  Aft  to  puniih  forefLaliing 

one  adventurer,  who  they  ihall  think  and  engroffing,  and  for  the  other  piu- 

iit  and  truily,  and  who  will  enter  into  pofes. 

bond   with    fecurity,    faithfully  and  X2.  An  Aft  for  the    fpeedy  recc- 

withcut  delay  to  apply  the  fame  in  very  of  fmall  debts  out  of  Court, 
erefting  fait  works  within  this  State,  13.   An   Aft   for   the    Ipecial   ?.p- 

and  to  repay  the  fame  v/ithout  inte-  pointment  of  Infpeftors. 
reft,  after  one  year  from  the  advance.         14.  A  fupplement  to  the  Afts  for 

This  Aft  to   continue  and  be  in  alTefiirnent  of  property, 
force  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  15.  An  Aft  for  the  relief  of  Jean 

year,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  fef-  Collineau,  of  M.irfeilles,  in  the  king- 

iion  of  Affembiy,  which  fhall  happen  dom  of  France,   (a  private  Aft.) 
after  tlie  expiration  of  the  faid  one 
,year. 


16.   An  Aft  relating  to  the  Trea- 


furcrs. 

17.  An  AQ.   to  regu'ate  the  mi- 
litia. 

18.  An  Aft  for  the  payment  of  the 
journals  of  accounts. 

19.  An  Aft  to  direft  the  recordinir 


Annapolis,   Jjily  "?,. 
Cn  Sunday  laft  the  General  Af- 
fembiy   of  this    State   adjourned    to 
Monday  the  Sth  of  September  next, 

after    haA'ing    palled    the    following     of  a  deed  to  William  Smith,  (a  pri- 
laws :  vatc  Aft.) 

1 .  An  Aft  to  continue  an  Aft  for  ■  — — 
the  fufpending  the  power  of  the  Com- 
miflioners  for  building  a  Court-houfe 
and  prifon  in.  Hartford  counr/. 

2.  An  Aft  direfting  the  Juilices 
of  Frederick  county  to  afcertain  the 
number  of  taxables  in  Wafhington 
and  Montgomery  counties,  and  to 
enable  the  Sheriffs  of  thofe  counties 
to  coUeft  their  proportion  of  the  pub- 


By   h:s   Excellency  Tho?4as    John- 
son,  Efq.  Gouertior  of  Maryland. 
A   PROCLAMATION. 
V/h.ereas  many  of  the  foldiers  who 
inlifced  in  the  late  Col.  Smallwcod's 
battalion,  and  the  independent  com- 
panies,   have  not  yet  joined  any  of 
the  regiments  of  Continental  troops 
raifmg  in  this  State,  I  'have  therefore 
lie  levy,  as  fettled  by  the  JulHces  of    thought  St,  at  the  rcqueft  of  the  Ge- 
frederick  county.  neral    AlTembly,  to  publifn  this   my 

'3.  An  Aft  to  enable  the  corpora-     Proclamation,  hereby  requiring  fuch 
'     '  -  of 


(     3^0     ) 


of  tKem  as  arc  on  the  Eallern  Shore  to 
appear  on  or  before  the  lall  day  of 
July  next,  at  farthell,  at  any  place 
where  Col.  Richardfon's  regiment 
/hall  be  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  fhall  be 
en  the  Wcliern  lliorc,  to  appear  on 
or  before  the  lalT:  day  of  July  next,  at 
the  city  of  Annapolis,  or  Baltimore, 
or  Frederick-town,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  treated  as  delercers  ;  and  do 
promilc;  to  fuch  who  fhall  fo  appear, 
that  they  fhall  be  indulged  to  enter 
for  three  years  in  any  of  the  battalions 
raifed  by  this  State,  and  Ihall  there- 
upon receive  the  Continental  bounty, 
and  other  allowances.  And  that  all 
perfons  concerned  may  have  due  no- 
tice of  this  my  Proclamation,  the  fe- 
vcral  Shcrifl's  within  this  State  are 
hereby  commanded  to  make  the  fame 
public  in  their  refpeclive  counties. 

Given  at  Annapolis,  this  thirtieth 
•  di'y  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and   fe- 
X'enty-itVw-n. 

Tho.  J()Hr:s0N. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 

T.  Johnson,  jun.  Sec. 
God  fave  the  State. 


By  His  Excel-cnty  Jdhn  M'Kinly, 
Elquirc,     'Pi-cjidcnt,   Captahi-gcne- 
ral  and  Covimandcr  in  (J:i:f,  nf  the 
Ddavjcire  Sitatc. 
A    P  R  O  C  L  A  M  A  T  I  O  N. 
Whereas    I   have    recei\ed    infor- 
mation,   that  lundry  bafe    and    for- 
jdid  perfons,  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty ot  Suflex,  in  this   State,  do  caj-ry 
on  a  criminal  intercourfe  and    traffic 
with  the  crews  of  the  enemy's  fi.ips  of 
wai",  which  are  ftationed  on  that  coaft, 
and  fupply   them  with  prcvifions,  to 
the  great  damage  of  the  public,  and 
in  direft  violation  of  an  Act  of  Af- 
fembly  of  the  faid   State.     h\  order 
therefore  that   fuch   traitors   to  their 
country  fnould  be  brought  to  condign 
and  exemplary   puniihmciU,    1   have 
thought  fit,  with  tbt:  advice  cf  the 
J*rivy  Louncii,  to  iilue  this  my  Pro- 
clamation,   hereby  f^ritiiy  enjoining 


and  requiring  all  Judges,  Juftices, 
bheriffs,  Conllibles,  and  other  offi- 
cers, as  well  as  all  other  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State,  to  make  diligent 
inquiry  after  every  perfon  carrying  on 
fuch  criminal  intercourfe  and  traffic 
with  our  enemies,  and  to  ufe  all  pof- 
fible  means  for  apprehending  and  fe- 
curing  all  fuch  perfons,  that  they  may 
be  dealt  with  as  their  crimes  deferve, 
and  the  law  diredts.  And  1  do  here- 
by promife  and  engage,  that  the  pub-, 
lie  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  fhall 
be  paid  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  who 
fhall  apprehend,  and  fecure,  in  one 
cf  the  goals  in  this  State,  any  perfoa. 
trafficking  as  aforefaid,  who  ihall  be 
legally  convifted  thereof :  and  I  do 
promife,  moreover,  a  full  pardon  for 
every  fuch  offence  to  any  perfon  who 
fhall  give  due  information,  whereby 
any  fuch  trafficker  fhall  be  apprehend- 
ed and  convifted  according  to  law. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  State,  the  fe- 
cond  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven. 

John  M'Kinlv. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command, 
James  Booth,  Sec. 


By   his  Excellency  John  M'J^inly, 
Ef quire,   Prejident,  Captain-general 
and    Co?>:mander    in    Chief  of  the 
Dcla'^ijare  State. 
A    PROCLAMATION. 
Wh.ereas  I  have  received  informa- 
tion. That  divers  counterfeit  bills,  of 
the  likenefs  of  paper  bills  of  credit  of 
the  denomination   of  thirty  dollars, 
ifTued  by  the  Honourable  the  Conti- 
nental   Congrcfs,     May    jo,     177?, 
have  been  pafTed  and  uttered  in   the 
coi'nty    of   SuiTex,     in    this    State : 
and  whereas   Dorman  Loffland,  late 
Sheriff  of  the    faid    county,     itands 
charged,  on  oath,  v/ith   the  uttering 
of  divers  of  the  faid  counterfeit  bills, 
and  that  he  hath  fted  for  the  fame  : 
;Lud  as  it  is  neceffary,  as  well  for  the 
fecHritv  of  the  intereft  of  individuals 
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afi  for  the  profperlty  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  the  counter- 
feiting of  the  paper  money,  emitted 
by  Congrefs,  and  uttering  the  fame, 
ihould  be  prevented,  and  the  aftors 
therein  be    brought  to  condign  and 
exemplary  puniihment,  I  have  thought 
lit,  with  the   advice  and  confent  of 
the  Privv  Council,  to  ifiue  this  my 
Proclamation,  hereby  Ibiftly  enjoin- 
ing  and  requiring   all  Judges,   Juf- 
tices.  Sheriffs,  Conllables  and  other 
officers,  as  well  as  all  other  the  in- 
habitants within  this  State,  to  make 
diligent  iearch  and   enquiry  after  the 
faid  Dorman  Loffland,  and  to  ufe  all 
pofliblc  means  for  apprehending  and 
fecuring  him,  that  he  may  be  pro- 
ceeded againft  according  to  law.  And 
I    do   hereby   promife    and   engage, 
that  the  public  reward  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  ihall  be  paid  to  any  per- 
fon  or  perfons  who  fhall  apprehend 
and  fecure  the  faid  Dorman  Loffland 
in  one  of  the  gaols  of  this  State,  fo 
that  he  may  be    profecuted  on  the 
charge  aforefaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  State,  the  third  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven.  John  M'Kinly. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

James  Booth,  Sec. 

Virginia. 
Akj}ra8  of  r.n  Jd  for  efiahlifmng  an 

Office  for  the  purpofe  of  borro^^ivg 

jnonev  for   the  ufe   of  the  Conumn- 

nvealth. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  one 
million  of  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof 
in  other  money,  Ihould  be  inime- 
dirtely  borrowed,  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  farther  emiffion  of 
large  iums  of  paper  money :  be  it 
therefore  enafted  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly.  That  George  Webb,  Efq. 
or  the  Treafurer  for  the  time  being, 
Ihall  open  an  office  for  that  purpoie 
in  the  city  of  Williamfburgh,  pre- 
vious to  which,  as  well  for  the  f^dth- 
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ful  difcharge  of  the  duties  thereof  as 
what  may  be  farther  required  of  him 
by  this  Aft,  he  Ihall  give  bond,  with 
good  fecurity,  in  the  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  payable  to  the 
Governor  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  the 
ufe   of   the    Commonwealth.       And 
the  faid  George  Webb,  or  the  Trea- 
furer for  the  time  being,  is  empower- 
ed and  dircfted  to  receive  from  any 
perfon  whatever  fum  of  fpecie,   Con- 
tinental paper  dollars,  or  bills  of  cre- 
dit i/Tued  by  authority  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, he  or  file  Ihall  be  willing 
to  lend,  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
three  years,  fo  as  fuch  fum  be  not  lei's 
than   three  hundred  dollars,    or  the 
value   thereof  in  other  money,    lent 
by  any  one  perfon,  and  to  give  the 
lender  a  receipt  for  the  money  lent  ia 
the  form  following,  that  is  to    fa)' : 
^Ihe  Treafurer  cf  the   Commonnuealth 
of  Virginia  acknonjjJedgeth  the  receipt 
of  dollars  from 

^^.vhich  he  promifes  to  pay  to  the  faid 

or  bearer.,  on  the 
day  nf  nj:ith   interejt,   at 

the  rate  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum, 
agreeable  to  an  Ail paf'ed  at  a  General 
Afe.nbly,  begun  and  held  at  the  Ca- 
pitol, in  the  city  of  JVilliamfhurg,  on 
Monday  the  fifth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  cur  Lord  07ie  thoufand  feven 
hundred  qnd  feventyfie-uen.  lVi:n''fs 
the  hand  of  the  Treafurer.,  this 
day  rf  .     Which  re- 

ceipt Ihall  be  figned  by  the  Treafurer, 
who  Ihall  keep  a  book  containing  a 
counterpart  thereof,  of  which,  io  of- 
ten as  he  receives  money  lent,  he 
fhall  cut  a  certificate  indent  ways,  fill 
up  and  deliver  the  fame  to  the  lender, 
keeping  the  book  as  a  check  in  his 
office.  He  fhall,  moreover,  keep 
regular  books,  in  which  due  entries 
fhall  be  made  of  the  fums  borrowed, 
of  the  time  when,  and  of  the  names 
of  the  pcribns  by  whom,  the  faid 
films  wzxQ  lent,  for  which  fcr\'ices  he 
fnall  be  allowed  to  retain  one  eighth 
p:r  centum  on  all  monies  received  into 
liis  olHce,    in  lieu   of  all  claims  he 

may 
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may  have  for  tranfaiEling  the  buiinefs 
thereof. 

Provided  always.  That  when  the 
faid  fum  of  one  million  of  dollars,  or 
the  value  thereof  in  other  mone) ,  is 
borrowed,  the  faid  George  Webb, 
Efq.  or  the  Treafurer  for  the  time 
being-,  fhall  forbear  receiving  any 
more  money  upon  fuch  loans. 

And  be  it    further  enaifled.  That 


Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efq.  for  the 
faithful  fervices  he  has  rendered  his 
country  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty 
as  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this 
Sta^e  in  General  Conorefs. 

And  thereupon  Mr.  Speaker  gave 
Mr.  Lee,  he  Handing  up  in  his  place, 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  as  follows : 
SIr,_  ^ 

It  is  with  a  particular  pleafure  that  I 


the  Treafurer  Ihall  pay  the jntcrelt  of  obey  this  command  of   the  Houfe; 

the  money  due  upon  fuch  certificates  becaufe  it  gives   me  an  opportunity^ 

annually,  and  take  in  and  difcharge  whilft  I  am  performing  an  ad  of  duty 

the  principal  thereof  at  the  time  or  to  them,  to  perform  an  aft  of  jullice 


times  therein  limited  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  or  fhould  the  lender  or  bearer 
of  fuch  certificates  defire  to  have  the 
fame  paid  and  difcharged  before  the 
time  limited  for  that  purpofe,  the 
Treafurer  is   hereby    authorized    to 


to  you.  S'Ji-ving  with  you  in  Con- 
grefs,  and  attentively  obferving  your 
condutfl  there,  I  thought  that  you 
manifefted  in  the  American  cauie  a 
zeal  truly  patriotic  ;  and,  as  far  as  I 
could  judge,  exerted  the  abilities  yon 


comply  therewith,  provided  the  ftate     are  confeifedly  diflinguiflied   for,  to 
of  the   Treafury  will   admit   of  the    promote  the  good  and  profperity  of 


fame,  without  prejudice  to  the  Public. 
And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  if 
any  perfon  within  this  Common- 
wealth fhali  forge  or  counterfeit,  alter 
orerafe,  any  certificate  of  money  lent 
as  aforefaid,  or  transfer  any  certi- 
ficate to  another,  or  demand  pay- 
ment at  the  office  of  principal  or  in- 
tercll:  thereupon,  knowing  the  fame 
to  be  forged  or  counterfeited,  altered 
orerafed,  every  perfon  fo  oifending, 
and  being  lawfully  convifted,  Ihall 
forfeit  his  whole  eilate,  real  and  per- 
fonal,  receive  on  his  bare  back,  at 
the  public  whipping-poll,  thii-ty-nine 
lafhes,  and  Ihall  be  obliged  to  fcrve 
on  board  fome  armed  velfel  in  the 
fervice  of  this  State,  without  wages, 
not  exceeding  fcven  years. 


your  own  country  m  particular,  and 
of  the  United  States  in  general.  That 
the  tribute  of  praife  deferved  may  re- 
v/ard  thofe  who  do  well,  and  encou- 
rage others  to  follow  your  example, 
the  Houfe  has  come  to  thisrefolution ; 
Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Houfe  be  given  by  the  Speaker  to 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efq.  for  the 
faithful  fervices  he  has  rendered  his 
country  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty 
as  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State 
in  Congrefs. 

To  which  Mr.  Lee  anfwered  : 
Mr.  Speaker, 
I  thank  the  Houfe  for  this  inllance 
of  candour  and  juflice,  which  I  accept 
the  more  willingly,  as  my  confcience 
informs  me,  it  is  not  undeferved.  I 
confider  the  approbation  of  my  coun- 
|try,   Sir,    as    the  higheft    reward  for 


WilUamfiurg,   {Virginia)   June  Z 

Laft  Tuefday  Richard  Henry  Lee,  'faithful  fervices;  and  it  fhall  be  my 
Efq.  was  chofen  one  of  the  Delegates  conftant  care  to  merit  that  approba- 
te reprefent  this    State    in    General     tion  by  a  diligent  attention  to  public 


Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  George 
■Maion,  Efq.  who  has  declined  his  ap- 
pointment. 

In  the  House  c/Delegates, 
Friday ,   June  ZO,    \J1'J- 

Refolved,'  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Houie   be  given  by  the  Speaker  to 


duties. 

My  thanks  are  particularly  due  to 
you.  Sir,  for  the  obliging  manner  in 
which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  iignify 
the  vote  of  this  Houfe ;  and  I  pray 
you.  Sir,  to  receive  my  grateful  ac- 
kncwledcraents. 
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7«  Senate,  yufte  ti,  1777- 

On  a  moticn  made,  Refolved,  as 
a  jull  tribute  to  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Efq.  our  worthy  Delegate  in  General 
Congrefs,  that  the  Speaker  be  defired 
to  prefent  him  the  warmell  thanks 
of  this  Houfc  for  his  unwearied  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  in  difcharge  of  that 
important  trull. 

The  above  Refolve  was  enclofed  in 
a  letter  from  the  Speaker  to  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Efq.  in  anfwer  to  which 
the  Senate  received  the  following  let- 
ter, direfted  to  the  Speaker  : 

Sir,     _  Jufie  23,   1777. 

As  nothing  can  be  more  valuable 
to  a  citizen  than  the  approbation  of 
his  countr}'men,  fo  I  have  received, 
with  fingular  pleafure,  the  honour- 
able teftimony  that  the  Houfe  of^e- 
nators  has  been  pleafed  to  give  of 
my  conduft  in  Congrefs  as  a  Delegate 
from  this  Commonwealth. 

That  community  which  is  willing 
to  acknowledge  the  fidelity  of  its  fer- 
vants,  can  never  want  fuch  as  are 
zealous  to  promote  its  beft  intereft, 
honeft  and  diligent  in  difcharge  of 
their  duty. 

Itfhall  be  my  care.  Sir,  to  deferve, 
en  all  occafions  of  public  truft,  the 
reward  that  the  Honourable  Senate 
have  now  conferred  upon  me.  I  am, 
with  fentiments  of  duty  and  refpedl 
for  the  Honourable  Houfe,  Sir,  your 
moft  humble  fervant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 


difcouraging  people,  moreover,  by 
their  falfe  and  injurious  reports  of  th» 
condition  of  our  army  under  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Wafliington,  and  of 
the  general  pollure  of  our  affairs, 
from  engaging  in  the  American  fer- 
vice :  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  all 
fuch  perfons  may  be  vigilantly  in- 
fpedled,  and  particularly  that  they 
may  be  obliged  to  give  that  fecurity 
for  their  friendihip  which  the  Aft  of 
the  laft  fefTion  of  AfTembly  requires 
of  all  perfons  coming  within  this  State 
from  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  fuch  of  them  as  may  appear 
to  violate  another  Aft  of  a  former 
fe»ion,  by  difcouraging  people  from 
enlilHng  as  foldiers,  may  be  brought 
to  condign  punifhment,  I  have 
thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council,  to  ifTue  this  my 
Proclamation,  hereby  requiring  all 
ofHcers,  both  civil  and  military, 
within  this  Commonwealth,  and  all 
other  fubjefts  thereof,  to  be  aiding 
and  aflifcing  in  this  bufmefs  as  they 
tender  the  welfare  of  their  country, 
and  as  they  Ihall  anfwer  the  contrary 
at  their  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  8th 
day  of*  July  in  the  2d  year  of  the 
Commonwealth,  annoque  Domini, 
^777'  Patrick  Henry. 


Williamjhurg,   July  18,    1 777. 
By  his  Excellency  Patrick  Henry, 
Efq.  Go'vernor  or  Chief  Magijlrate 
of  the  Common-ujealth  of  Virginia  ; 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  I  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed, that  feveral  perfons  are  go- 
inp-  about  in  the  difFereat  parts  of  this 
State,  fome  of  them  in  the  guife  of 
officers,  engroffing  the  commodities 
of  the  country  at  the  moft  extravagant 
prices,  with  a  view,  as  is  fuppofed, 
of  depreciating  our    currency,    and 


The  AMERICAN  CRISIS,  No.  III. 

By  the  Author  of  Common-Sense. 

KPiihlifhed  at  Philadelphia,  the  If^th 
of  April  lafl. 

IN  the  progrefs  of  politics,  as  fa 
the  common  occurrences  of  life, 
we  are  not  only  apt  to  forget  the 
ground  we  have  travelled  over,  but 
frequently  negleft  to  gather  up  ex- 
perience as  we  go.  We  expend,  if  I 
may  fo  fay,  the  knowledge  of  every 
day  on  tlie  circumftances  that  produce 
it,  and  journey  on  in  fearch  of  new 
matter  and  new  refinements :  but  as 
it  is  pleafant,  and  fometimes  ufeful, 
to  look  back,  even  to  the  firit  periods 

R  r  of 
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of  Infancy,  and  trace  the  turns  and 
wir.dings  through  which  we  have 
pnfTcd,  fo  we  may  likewife  derive 
many  advantages  by  halting  a  while 
in  our  political  career,  and  taking  a 
.  review  of  the  w^mdrous  complicated 
labyrinth  of  little m.re  than  yellerday. 

Truly,  may  we  fay,  that  never  did 
man  grow  old  in  fo  ftiort  a  time  ! 
We  have  crowded  the  bufmefs  of  an 
age  i.ito  the  cunipafs  of  a  few  months, 
and  have  been  driven  through  fuch  a 
rapid  fuccefTion  of  things,  that,  for 
the  want  of  leifure  to  think,  we  un- 
avoidably wafted  knowledge  as  we 
came,  and  have  left  nearly  ss  much 
behind  us  a^  we  brought  with  as : 
but  the  road  is  yet  rich  with  frag- 
ments, and,  before  Vv'C  fully  lofe  fight 
of  them,  will  repay  us  for  the  trouble 
of  flopping  to  pick  them  up. 

Were  a  man  to  be  totally  deprived 
of  memor)-,  he  would  be  incapable  of 
forming  any  juft  opinion  ;  every  thing 
about  him  would  feem  a  chaos ;  he 
would  e\-en  have  his  own  hiflcry  to 
afk  from  every  one ;  and  by  not 
knowing  how  the  world  went  on  in 
his  abfence,  he  would  be  at  a  lofs  to 
know  how  it  OUGHT  to  go  on  when 
he  recovered,  or  rather,  returned  to 
it  again.  In  like  manner,  though 
in  a  lefs  degree,  a  too  great  inat'en- 
tion  to  fail  occurrences  retards  and 
bewilders  our  judgment  in  every 
thing;  while,  on  the  contrary,  by 
comp-  ring  what  is  paft  with  what  is 
preient,  we  frequently  hit  on  the  true 
charadler  of  both,  and  become  wife 
with  very  little  trouble.  It  is  a  kind 
of  countermarch,  by  which  we  get 
into  the  re^r  of  Time,  and  mark  the 
movements  and  meaning  of  things  as 
we  make  our  return.  There  are  cer- 
tain circumftances,  v/hich,  at  the 
time  of  their  happening,  are  kind  of 
riddles  ;  ard  as  every  riddle  is  to  be 
followed  by  its  anfvvcr,  fo  thofe  kind 
of  circumftances  Vvill  be  followed  by 
their  events,  and  thofe  events  are  al- 
ways the  true  folut;on.  A  confider- 
able  fpace  of  time  may  lapfe  between, 
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and  unlefs  we  continue  our  obferva- 
tions  from  the  one  to  the  other,  the 
harmony  of  them  will  pafs  a\vay  un- 
noticed :  but  the  misfortune  is,  that 
partly  from  the  prelTing  nerefhty  of 
forne  inftant  things,  and  partly  from 
the  impatience  of  otir  tempers,  we 
are  frequently  in  fuch  a  hurry  to 
make  out  the  meaning  of  every  thing 
as  faft  as  it  happens,  that  we  thereby 
never  truly  underftand  it ;  and  not 
only  ftart  new  difficulties  to  purfelves 
by  fo  doing,  but,  as  it  were,  embar- 
rafs  Providence  in  her  good  defigns. 

I  have  been  ciiil  in  ftat^ng  this 
fault  on  a  large  fcale  ;  for,  as  it  no\y 
fcands,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  le- 
velled againft  any  particular  fet  of 
men ;  but  were  it  to  be  refined  a  little 
further,  it  might  afterwards  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Tories  with  a  degree  of 
ftriking  propriety :  thofe  men  have 
been  remarkable  for  drawing  fudden 
conclufions  from  fmgle  fads.  The 
leaft  apparent  mi  (hap  on  our  fide,  or 
the  leaft  feemirig  ;io vantage  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  have  determined 
the  fate  of  a  whole  campaign.  By 
this  hally  judgment  they  have  con-- 
verted  a  retreat  into  a  defeat ;  mif- 
took  generalihip  for  error ;  while 
every  little  advantage  purpofely  given 
the  enemy,  either  to  weaken  their 
ftrength  by  dividing  it,  embarrafs 
their  councils  by  multiplying  their 
objeds,  or  to  fecure  a  greater  poft 
by  the  furrender  of  a  lefs,  has  been  , 
inftantly  magnified  into  a  conqueft.' 
Thus,  by  quartering  ill  policy  upon 
ill  principles,  they  have  frequently 
promoted  the  caufe  they  defigned  to 
injure,  and  injured  that  which  they 
intended  to  promote. 

It  is  probable  the  campaign  may 
open  before  tiiis  number  comes  from 
the  prefs.  I'he  enemy  have  long 
lain  iule,  and  amufed  themfelves  with 
carrying  on  the  war  by  Proclainations 
only.  While  they  continue  their  de- 
lay, our  ftrength  increafes  ;  and  were 
they  to  move  to  aftion  now,  it  is  a 
circumftantial  proof  they  have  no  re- 
inforcement 
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Inforcement  coming ;  wherefore,  In 
cither  cafe,  the  comparative  advan- 
tage will  be  ours.  Like  a  wounded 
difabled  whale,  they  want  only  time 
and  room  to  die  in  :  and  though  in 
the  agony  of  their  exit,  it  may  be  un- 
fafe  to  live  within  the  flapping  of 
their  tail,  yet  eveiy  hour  Ihortens 
their  date,  and  leiTens  their  power  of 
mifchief.  If  any  thing  happens  while 
this  Number  is  in  the  prefs,  it  will 
afford  mc  a  fubjcft  for  the  lall:  pages 
of  it.  At  prefent  I  am  tired  of  wait- 
ing ;  and  as  neither  the  enemy,  nor 
the  Itate  of  politics,  have  yet  pro- 
duced any  thing  new,  I  am  thereby 
left  in  the  fitld  of  general  matter  un- 
direifted  by  any  llrildng  or  particular 
objed.  This  Crifis,  therefore,  will 
be  made  up  rather  of  variety  than  no- 
velty, and  confifl  more  of  things  ufe- 
ful  than  things  wonderful. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  caufe,  the  union 
of  the  people,  and  the  means  of  fup- 
porting  and  fecuring  both,  are  points 
which  cannot  be  too  much  attended 
to.  He  who  doubts  of  the  former  is 
a  defponding  coward,  and  he  who 
wilfully  difturbs  the  latter  is  a  traitor. 
Their  chai-adlers  are  eafily  fixed,  and 
under  thefe  fliort  defcriptions  I  leave 
them  for  the  prefent. 

One  of  the  greateft  degrees  of  fen- 
timental  union  which  America  ever 
knew,  was  in  denying  the  right  of 
the  Britifli  Parliament  "  to  bind 
THE  Colonies  in  all  cases 
w H  AT s  o E v  E  R  i "  The  declaration  is 
in  its  form  an  almighty  one,  and  is 
the  loftieft  ftretch  of  arbitrary  power 
that  ever  one  fet  of  men^  or  one 
country  claimed  over  another.  Tax- 
ation was  nothing  more  than  putting 
the  declared  right  into  pradice  ;  and 
this  failing,  recourfe  was  had  to 
arms,  as  a  means  to  eftablifh  both 
the  right  and  the  praftice,  or  to  an- 
fwer  a  worfe  purpofe,  which  will  be 
mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  this  Num- 
ber. And  in  order  to  repay  them- 
felves  the  expence  of  an  army,  and 
to  profit  by  their  own  injuftice,  th? 


Colonies  were,  by  another  law,  de- 
clared to  be  in  a  flate  of  aftual  re- 
bellion, and  of  confequence  all  pro- 
perty therein  would  fall  to  the  con- 
querors. 

The  Colonies,  on  their  part,  firlt, 
denied  the  rigiii ;  fecondly,  they 
fufpended  the  ufe  of  taxable  articles, 
and  petitioned  againll  the  praftice  of 
taxDtion  :  and  thefe  failing,  they, 
thirdly,  defended  their  property  by 
force,  as  foon  as  it  was  forcibly  in- 
vaded ;  and  in  anfwer  to  the  declara- 
tion of  rebellion  and  non-protedlion, 
publifhed  their  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  right  to  felf-protedion. 

Thefe,  in  a  few  words,  are  the 
different  ftages  of  the  quarrel  ;  and 
the  parts  aie  fo  intimately  and  necef- 
farily  connefted  with  each  other,  as  to 
.admit  of  no  feparation.  A  perfon, 
to  ufe  a  trite  phiafe,  muft  be  a  Whig 
or  a  Tory  in  the  lump.  His  feelings, 
as  a  man,  may  be  wounded ;  his 
charity,  as  a  Chriftian,  may  be  mov- 
ed j  but  his  political  principles  muH 
go  through  all  the  cafes  on  one  fide  or 
the  other.  He  cannot  be  a  Whig  in 
this  ftage,  and  a  Tory  in  that.  If 
he  fays  he  is  againft  the  United  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Continent,  he  is  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes  againft  her  in 
all  the  reft;  becaufe  this  last  com- 
prehends the  whole.  And  he  may 
juft  as  well  fay,  that  Britain  was  riglin 
in  declaring  us  rebels  ;  right  in  taxing 
us :     and    right    in    declaring     her 

"  RIGHT  TO  BIND  THE  CoLONIES 
IN   ALL    CASES    WHATSOEVER."       It 

fignifies  nothing  what  neutial  ground, 
of  his  own  creation,  he  may  Ikulk 
upon  for  Ihelter  ;  for  the  quarrel  in 
no  ftage  of  it  hath  afforded  any  fuch 
ground  ;  and  either  we  or  Britain 
are  abfolutely  right  or  abfolutely 
wrong  through  the  whole. 

Britain,  like  a  gamefter  nearly 
ruined,  hath  now  put  all  her  lofles 
into  one  bet,  and  is  playing  a  defpe- 
rate  game  for  the  total.  If  fhe  win 
it,  file  wins  from  me  my  life;  ftie 
wins  the  Continent  as  the  forfeited 

R  r  2  property 
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property  of  rebels  ;  the  right  of  tax- 
ing thofe  that  are  left  as  reduced  fub- 
jeits ;    and    the   power    of    binding 
them  as  flaves  :  and  the   fingle  die 
which   determines    this   unparalleled 
event   is,    Whether  we   fupport  our 
Independence,    or    fhe  overturn    it. 
This  is  coming  to  the  point  at  once. 
Here  is  the  touch-ftone   to  try  men 
by.     He  that  is  not  a  fupporter  of  the 
Iticiepefidefit  States  of  America,   in  the 
fame  degree  that  his  religious  and  po- 
litical principles    -would  fujf'cr  him   to 
fupport   the  government  of  any    other 
country  of  nnhich   he  called  himfelf  'a 
fuhjc£l,  is,   in   the  American  fenfe  of 
the  'word  A  TORY  ;  and  the  itijlant 
that  he  endeavours  to    bring  his  To- 
ryifm    into  praSiice,    he     becomes     A 
TRAITOR.     The  firft  can  only  be 
detected  by  a  general  teft,  and  the 
law  hath   already   provided   for  the 
latter. 

It  is  unnatural  and  impolitic  to 
admit  men  who  would  root  up  our 
Independence  to  have  any  fhare  in 
our  legiflation,  either  as  eledlors  or 
reprefentatives ;  becaufe  the  fupport 
of  our  Independence  relts,  in  a  great 
meafure,  on  the  vigour  and  purity  of 
our  public  bodies.  Would  Britain, 
even  in  time  of  peace,  much  lefs  in 
time  of  war,  fuifer  an  election  to  be 
carried  by  men  who  profefTed  them- 
felves  not  to  be  her  fubjefts,  or  allow 
fuch  to  fit  in  Parliament  ?  Certainly 
not. 

But  there  a  certain  fpecies  of  To- 
ries with  whom  confcience  or  prin- 
ciple hath  nothing  to  do,  and  who 
are  fo  from  avarice  only.  Some  of 
the  firft  fortunes  in  the  Continent, 
on  the  part  of  the  Whigs,  are  ftaked 
on  the  ifl'ue  of  our  prefent  meafures. 
And  (hall  difafieftion  only  be  re- 
warded with  fecurity  ?  Can  any  thing 
be  a  greater  inducement  to  a  miferly 
man,  than  the  hope  of  making  his 
mammon  fafe .-'  And  though  the 
fcheme  be  fraught  with  every  charac- 
ter of  folly,  yet,  fo  long  as  he  fup- 
pofes,  that  by  doing  materially  cri- 
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minal  againft  America  on  one  part, 
and  by  expreffing  his  private  difap- 
probation  againft  Independence,  as 
a  palliative  with  the  enemy  on  the 
otl^er  part,  he  ilands  thereby  in  a 
fafe  line  between  both,  while,  I  fay, 
this  ground  be  fuffered  to  remain, 
craft  and  the  fpirit  of  avarice  will 
point  it  out,  and  men  will  not  be 
wanting  to  fill  up  this  moft  contemp- 
tible of  all  characters. 

Thefe  men,  afhamed  to  own  the 
fordid  caufe  from  v/hence  their  difaf- 
feftion  fprings,  and  thereby  add  mean- 
nefs  to  meannefs,  by  endeavouring 
to  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  mafk 
of  hypocrify ;  that  is,  they  had  ra- 
ther be  thought  to  be  Tories  from  fome 
kind  of  principle,  than  Tories  by  hav- 
ing }io  principle  at  all.  But  till  fuch 
time  as  they  can  fliow  fome  real  rea- 
fon,  natural,  political  or  confcien- 
tious,  on  which  their  objedions  to 
Independence  are  founded,  we  are 
not  obliged  to  give  them  credit  for 
being  Tories  of  the  firft  ftamp,  but 
muft  fet  them  down  as  Tories  of  the 
lart. 

In  the  fecond  number  of  the  Crifis 
I  endeavoured  to  fhew  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  the  enemy  making  any  con- 
queft  of  America  ;  that  nothing  was 
wanting  on  our  part  but  patience  and 
perfeverance,  and  that,  with  thefe 
virtues,  our  fuccefs,  as  far  as  human 
fpeculation  could  difcern,  feemed  as 
certain  as  fate.  But  as  there  are 
many  among  us,  who,  influenced  by 
others,  have  regularly  gone  back  from 
the  principles  they  once  held,  in  pro- 
portion as  we  have  gone  forward ; 
and  as  it  is  the  unfortunate  lot  of 
many  a  good  man  to  live  within  the 
neighbourhood  of  difaftefted  ones,  I 
fhall  therefore,  for  the  fake  of  con- 
firming the  one  and  recovering  the 
other,  endeavour,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
page  or  two,  to  go  over  fome  of  the 
leading  principles,  in  fupport  of  In- 
dependence. It  is  a  much  plea- 
fanter  taflc  to  prevent  vice  than  to  pu- 
nilh  it;   and  however  our  tempers 

may 
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may  be  gratified  by  refentment,  or 
our  national  expences  eafed  by  for- 
feited eftates,  harmony  and  frienlhip 
is,  neverthelcfs,  the  happiefl  condition 
a  country  can  be  blelt  with. 

Firll,— The  natural  right  of  the 
Continent  to  Independence. 

Secondly, — Her  intereft  In  being 
independent. 

Thirdly,— The  neceflity.— And 

Fourthly, — The  moral  advantages 
arifing  therefrom. 

1.  The  Natural  right  of  the 
Continent  to  Independence,  is  a 
point  wliich  never  yet  was  called  in 
queftion.  It  will  not  even  admit  of 
a  debate.  To  deny  fuch  a  right, 
would  be  a  kind  cf  atheiim  againil 
Nature  :  and  the  bell  anfwer  to  fuch 
an  objeftion  would  be.  The  fool  hath 

^aid  in  his  heart.   There  is  no  God." 

2.  The  INTEREST  of  the  Conti- 
nent in  being  independent  is  a  point 
as  clearly  right  as  the  former.  Ame- 
rica, by  her  own  internal  indullry, 
and  unknown  to  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  was  at  the  beginning  of  the 
difoute,  arrived  at  a  pitch  of  great- 
neis,  trade  and  population,  beyond 
which  it  was  the  intereft  of  Britain 
not  to  fuffer  her  to  pafs,  left  (he  Ihould 
grow  too  powerful  to  be  kept  fubor- 
dinate.  She  began  to  viev/  this  coun- 
try with  the  fame  uneafy  malicious 
eye,  with  which  a  covetous  guardian 
would  view  his  ward,  whofe  ellate  he 
had  been  enriching  himfelf  by  for 
twenty  years,  and  faw  him  jull  ar- 
riving at  manhood.  And  America 
owes  no  more  to  Britain  for  her  prefent 
maturity,  than  ihe  ward  would  to  his 
guardian  for  being  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  That  America  hath  llourilhed 
at  the  time  ihe  was  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain,  is  true;  but  there 
is  every  natural  reafon  to  believe, 
that  had  flie  been  an  independent 
country  from  the  frll:  fettlement  there- 
of, uncontrouled  by  any  foreign 
power,  free  to  make  her  own  laws, 
regulate  and  encourage  her  own  com- 
merce, fhe  had  by  this  time  been  of 
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much  greater  wortli  than  now.  Th« 
cafe  is  iimply  this :  the  firft  fettlers  in 
die  different  colonies  were  left  to  Ihift 
for  themfelves,  unnoticed  and  unfup- 
ported  by  any  European  government; 
but  as  the  tyranny  and  perfevution  of 
the  old  world  daily  drove  numbers 
to  the  new,  and,  as  by  the  favour  of 
Heaven  on  their  indul'iry  and  perfe- 
verance,  they  grew  into  impoi  tance, 
fo,  in  a  like  degree,  they  became  aii 
objeft  of  profit  to  the  greedy  eyes  of 
Europe.  It  was  impoffible  in  this 
llate  of  infancy,  however  thriving  and 
promiling,  that  they  could  refill:  the 
power  of  any  armed  invader  tliai: 
Ihould  feek  to  bring  them  under  liis 
authority.  In  this  fituation,  Britain 
thought  it  worth  her  v/hile  to  claim 
them,  and  the  Continent  received 
and  acknov/ledged  the  claimer.  It 
v/as,  in  reali-Ly,  of  no  very  great  im- 
portance v>'-ho  vvas  her  mailer,  {ttw^, 
that  from  the  force  and  ambition  of 
the  dillerent  powers  of  Europe,  llie 
muft,  till  fhe  acquired  ftrength  enough 
to  afTcrt  her  ov/n  right,  acknowled"-e 
fome  one.  As  well,  pefRaps,  Bri- 
tain as  another ;  and  it  might  have 
been  as  well  to  have  been  under  the 
States  of  Holland  as  any.  The  fame 
hopes  of  engroffing  and  profiting  by 
her  trade,  by  not  opprelfing  it  too 
much«  would  have  operated  alike 
with  any  mafier,  and  produced  to  the 
Colonies  the  fame  effeds.  The  cla- 
mour of  protcdlion,  likewife,  was 
all  a  farce  ;  becaufe,  in  order  to  make 
THAT  proteftion  necefiary,  llie  mull 
firlt,  by  her  own  quaiTeis  create  us 
enemies.     Hard  terms,  indeed  ! 

To  know  whether  it  be  the  In- 
tereft of  the  Continent  to  be  in- 
dependent, we  need  only  alk  this 
eaiy,  iimpie  queftion  :  is  it  the  inte- 
reft of  a  man  to  be  a  boy  all  his  life  i 
The  anfwer  to  one  will  be  the  aniwer 
to  both.  America  hath  been  one  con- 
tinued fceae  of  legiflative  contention 
from  the  lirft  King's  reprefentative  to 
the  iart ;  and  this  was  unavoidably 
fuuiidcd  \k\  tlie  natural  oppofition  of 
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interell  between  the  old  country  and 
the  new.  A  Governor  knt  from 
England,  or  receiving;  his  authority 
therefrom  ought  never  to  have  been 
confidered  in  any  other  light  than 
that  of  a  genteel  commiflioned  fpy, 
v/hofe  private  bufmefs  was  informa- 
tion, and  his  public  buunefs  a  kind 
of  civilized  oppreiilon.  In  the  lirft 
of  thefe  charatlers  he  was  to  watch 
the  tempers,  fentiments  and  difpofi 
tion  of  the  people,  the  growth  of 
trade,  rmd  the  increafe  of  private  for- 
tunes ;  and  in  the  latter,  to  fupprefs 
all  fuch  Afts  of  the  Allemblies,  how- 
ever beneficial  to  the  people,  which 
did  not  direftly  or  indiredly  throw 
fome  increafe  of  power  or  profit  into 
the  liands  of  thoie  who  fent  him. 

Am.erica,  till  now,  could  never 
be  called  v,  free  country  ;  becaufe  her 
legiflation  depended  on  the  will  of  a 
man  three  thoul.md  miles  diftant, 
whofe  interell  was  in  oppofidon  to 
ours,  and  who,  by  a  fingle  "  NO," 
could  forbid  what  law  he  pleafed. 

The  freedom  of  irade,  likewife.  Is, 
to  a  trading  countr)',  an  article  of 
fuch  vail  importance,  that  the  prin- 
cipal fource  of  wealth  depends  upon 
it ;  and  it  is  impoffible  that  any  coun- 
try can  flouriih,  as  it  otherwife  might 
do,  v.here  commerce  is  engrofled, 
cramped  and  fettered  by  the  laws  and 
mandates  of  another-- yet  thefe  evils, 
and  more  than  I  can  here  enumerate, 
the  Continent  has  lufFered  by  being 
under  the  government  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. By  an  Independence  v.'C  clear 
the  whole  at  once— put  an  end  to  the 
buRnefs  of  unanfwered  petitions  and 

fruitlefs    remonilrances exchange 

Britain  for  Europe — ihake  hands  with 
the  world — live  at  peace  with  man- 
kind— and  trade  to  any  market  where 
we  belt  can  buy  and  fell. 

3.  The  NECESSITY,  likewife,  of 
being  independent,  even  before  it 
was  declared,  became  fo  evident  and 
important,  that  the  Continent  ran 
the  riik  of  being  ruined  every  day  Ihe 
delayed  it.     'I'herc  were  reafons  to 


believe,  that  Britain  would  endeavour 
to  make  a  European  matter  of  it, 
and  rather  than  lofe  the  whole,  would 
difmember  it  like  Poland,  and  dif- 
pofe  of  her  feverrl  claims  to  the 
higheft  bidder.  Genoa,  failing  in 
her  attempts  to  reduce  Corfica,  made 
a  fale  of  it  to  the  French,  and  fuch 
traffics  have  been  common  in  the  old 
world.  We  had  at  that  time  no 
Ambaflador  in  any  part  of  Europe, 
to  counteraft  her  negociations,  and 
by  that  m.eans  Ihe  had  the  range  of 
every  foreign  Court  uncontradifted 
on  our  part.  We  even  knew  nothing 
of  the  treaty  for  the  Heffians  till  it 
was  concluded,  and  the  troops  ready 
to  embark.  Had  we  Heen  indepen- 
dent before,  we  probably  had  pre- 
vented her  obtaining  them.  We  had 
no  credit  abroad,  becaufe  of  our  re- 
bellious dependency.  Our  flrips  could 
claim  no  protedion  in  foreign  ports, 
becaufe  v/e  afforded  them  no  juflifiable 
reafon  for  granting  it  to  us.  The 
calling  ourfelves  fubjedls,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fighting  againll  the  power 
we  acknowledged,  was  a  dangerous 
precedent  to  all  Europe.  If  the 
grievances  juftified  our  taking  up 
arms,  they  julUfied  our  feparation ; 
if  they  did  not  juftify  our  feparation, 
neither  could  they  juftify  our  taking 
up  arms.  All  Europe  was  interefted 
in  reducing  us  as  rebels,  and  all  Eu- 
rope (or  the  greateft  part  at  lealt)  is 
interefted  in  fupporting  us  as  Inde- 
pendent States.  At  home  our  con- 
dition was  ftill  worfe :  our  currency 
had  no  foundation,  and  the  fall  of  it 
would  have  ruined  Whig  and  Tory 
alike.  We  had  no  other  law  than  a 
kind  of  moderated  paffion  ;  no  other 
civil  power  than  an  honeft  mob  ;  and 
no  other  protection  than  the  temporary 
attachment  of  one  man  to  another. 
Had  Independence  been  delayed  a 
few  months  longer,  this  Continent 
would  have  been  plunged  into  irre- 
coverable confufion  :  fome  violent  for 
it,  fome  agalnft  it,  till  in  the  general 
cabal  the  rich  would  have  been  ruin- 
ed, 
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ed,  and  die  poor  deftroyed.  It  is  to 
Independence  that  every  Tory  owes 
the  prefent  fafety  he  lives  in  ;  for  by 
THAT,  and  THAT  o N L Y,  \vc  oucrg- 
ed  from  a  ftate  ot  dangerous  fuipcnce, 
and  became  a  regular  people. 

The  neceility  likewife  of  being  in- 
dependent, had  there  been  no  rup- 
ture between  Britain  and  America, 
would  in  a  iittle  time  have  brought 
one  on.  The  encreafmg  importance 
of  commerce,  the  weight  and  per- 
plexity of  legiflation,    and  the  en 


jQie  will  or  not ;  yet  thi?,  in  tlic  fullcft 
extent,  was,  and  ever  would  be,  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  the  con- 
nection. Surely  !  the  Quakers  for- 
got their  own  principles,  v/hen  in 
their  late  teftimony  they  called  //:»/> 
connc^lir.n,  With  thefe  militaiy  and 
inilerable  appendages  hanging  to  it, 
'•[he  happy  conjiitution. 

The  Iree  ipirit  on  which  the  Ame- 
rican caufe  is  founded,  difdains  to 
mix  with  fuch  an  impurity,  and  leave 
it   a  rubbiih  fit  only  for  narrow  and 


tangled  ftate   of  European  politics,     fufpicious  minds  to  grovel  in  :  fufpi- 


would  daily  have  fhewn  to  the  Conti 
nent  the  impoftibiiity  of  continuing 
fubordinate  ;  for,  after  the  cooleft  re- 
fleftiojis  on  the  matter,  this  must 
be  allowed,  that  Britain  was  too 
jealous  of  America,  to  govern  it 
juftiy  ;  too  ignorant  of  it,  to  govern 
it  well ;  and  too  diftant,  to  govern  it 
at  all. 

4,  But,  what  weigh  moll  with  all 
men  of  fericus   reflexion,    are    the 


cion  and  perfecution  are  weeds  of  the 
fame  dunghill,  and  fiourilh  bell:  to- 
gether. Had  the  Quakers  minded 
their  religion  andbufmefs,  they  might 
have  lived  through  this  difpute  in 
enviable  eale,  and  none  would  have 
mclelled  them.  The  common  phraic 
with  thefe  people  is,  Our  principles 
are  peace.  'I'o  which  may  be  replied, 
^/id  your  pradiccs  are  the  rcvcr/e  ; 
for  never  did  the  conduft  of  men  op- 


MORAL   Advantages  arifing  from  pofe  their  own  doctrine  more  noto- 

Independence  :    war   and  deiblation  rioufly  than  the  prefent  race  of  the 

are    become    the   trades    of  the   old  Quakers.    They  have  artfully  chang- 

world;  and  America   neither  could,  ed  themfelves  into  a  different  fort  of 

nor  can  be  under  the  government  of  people  to  what  they  ufed  to  be,  and 

Britain  without  becoming  a  fliarer  of  yet  have  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  each 

her  guilt,  and  a  partner  in  all  the  other  they  are  not  altered ;  like  an- 

difmal  commerce  of  death.     The  fpi-  tiquated  virgins,  they  fee  not  the  ha- 

rit  of  duelling,  extended  on  a  national  vock  deformity  hath  made  upon  them  ; 

fcale,  is  a  proper  character  for  Euro-  but  pleafantly  miftaking  wrinkles  for 

pean  wars.     They  have  fcldom  any  dimples,  conceit  themfelves  yet  lovely, 

other  motive  than  pride,  or  any  other  and  wonder  at  the  ftupid  world  foi" 

objeft   than  fame.      The  conqueror  not  admirinc:  them. 


and  the  conquered  are  generally  ruined 

alike,  and  the  chief  difference  at  'aft 

is,  that  the  one  marches  home  with 

honours,  and  the  other  without  them. 

'Tis  the  natural  temper  of  the  Engliih 

to  fight  for  a  feather,  if  they  fup-     pointed  againft  a  caufe  in  which  the 

pofe  that  feather  to  be  an  ailront;     whole  community  are   interefted,   it 


Did  no  injury  arife  to  the  public 
by  this  apoftacy  of  tha  Quakers  from 
themfelves,  the  public  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it ;  but  iis  both. 
the     defign    and    confequences     are 


and  America,  without  the  rieht  of 
alking  why,  muft  have  abetted  in 
every  quarrel,  and  abided  by  its  fate. 
It  is  a  (hocking  fituation  to  live  in, 
that  one  country  muft  be  brought  into 
all  the  wars  of  another,  whether  the 
meafure  be  right  or  wrong,  orwhecJier 


is,  therefore,  no  longer  a  fubjeft  con- 
fined to  the  cognizance  of  the  meet- 
ing only,  but  comes  as  a  matter  of 
criminality  before  either  the  authority 
of  the  particular  State  /«  i.vhich  it  is 
acted,  or  of  the  Continent  againjl 
ixhiih  it  operates.     Every   attempt 

now 
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«ow  to  fupport  the  authority  of  the 
King  or  Parliament  of  Great- Britain 
ever  America,  is  treafon  againft  e'very 
State  ;  therefore  it  is  impofilble  that 
any  cfze  can  pardon  or  fkreen  from  pu- 
niiliment  an  ofFcnder  againft  r///. 

But  to  proceed  :  wliile  the  infa- 
tuated Tories  of  this  and  other 
States  were  laft  fpring  talking  of 
CommiiiloneTs,  accommodation,  mak- 
ing the  matter  up,  and  the  Lord 
knows  what  fluff  and  nonfc^ife,  their 
go<3d  and   Minillry  were  glut- 

ting themfeives  with  the  revenge  of 
reducing  America  to  an  unconditional 
JiibmiJJloni  and  folacing  each  other 
with  the  certainty  of  conquering  it  in 
one  ccuiipaign.  The  following  quo- 
tations are  from  the  Parliamentary 
Kegiucr  of  the  Debates  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  March  cth,   1776  : 

*'  The  Americans,  fays  Lord  Tal- 
bot*, have  been  obitinate,  undutiful 
and  ungovernable  from  the  very  be- 
ginning, frum  their  firft  early  and 
infant  fettlements ;  and  I  am  every 
day  more  and  more  convinced  that 
this  peoole  will  never  be  brought 
back  to  their  duty,  and  the  fubordi- 
nate  relation  they  Hand  in  to  this 
countrv,  till  reduced  to  an  uncsndi- 
tional  effeBual  fuhw.ijjion  ;  no  concef- 
Jicn  on  our  part,  no  lenity,  no  endur- 
ance, will  have  any  other  eiFedl  but 
that  of  encreafmg  their  infolence." 

"  The  llruggle,  fays  Lord  Townf- 
liend  f ,  is  nov/  a  ftruggle  for  power; 
tile  die  is  call,  and  the  only  point 
«vhich  now  remains  to  be  determined, 
is,  in  what  manner  the  war  can  be 
moll  effedlually  profecuted  and  fpee- 
dily  finifVied,  in  order  to  procure 
that  unconditional  fulmijjion,  which 
tas  been  fo  ably  flated  by  the  noble 
Earl  with  the  white  flaff  (meaning 
Lord  Talbot)  ;  and  I  have  no  realon 
to  doubt  that  the  mcafures  now  pur- 
fiiing  will  put  an  end  to  the  war  in 
she  ccurfe  of  a  single  campaign. 
Should    it   linger    longer,     wc    Ihall 


o  ; 

then  have  reafon  to  expe<^  that 
fome  foreign  power  will  interfere, 
and  take  advantage  of  our  domeflic 
troubles  and  civil  diflradlions." 

Lord  Lyttelton.  "  My  fentiments 
are  pretty  well  known.  I  fhall  only 
obferve  now,  that  lenient  meafures 
have  had  no  other  effeft  than  to  pro- 
duce infult  after  infult;  that  the  more 
we  conceded,  the  higher  America 
rofe  in  her  demands,  and  the  more 
infblent  fhe  has  grown.  It  is  for  this 
reafon  that  I  am  now  for  the  moll  ef- 
fedlive  and  decifive  meafures ;  and 
am  of  opinion,  that  no  alternative  is 
left  us,  but  to  relinquifh  America  for 
ever,  or  finally  determine  to  compel 
her  to  acknowledge  the  legiflative 
authority  of  this  country ;  and  it  is 
the  principle  of  an  unconditional  fub- 
mijjlon  I  would  be  for  maintaing." 

Can  words  be  more  exprefhve  thaw 
thefe  ?  Surely  the  Tories  will  believe 
the  Tory  Lords !  The  truth  is,  they 
do  helic'-ve  them,  and  know  as  fully  ag 
any  Whig  on  the  Continent  knows, 
that  the  and  IVIiniilry  never  had 

the  leail  defign  of  an  accommodation 
with  America,  but  an  abfolute  un- 
conditional conquefl.  And  the  part 
which  the  Tories  were  to  aft,  was, 
by  downright  lying,  to  endeavour  to 
put  the  Continent  off  its  guard,  and 
to  divide  and  fow  difcontent  in  the 
minds  of  fucli  Whigs  as  they  might 
gain  an  influence  over.  In  fhort,  to 
keep  up  a  dillradion  liere,  that  the 
force  fent  from*  England  might  be 
able  to  conquer  in  "  one  campaign.^* 
They  and  the  Miniflry  were,  by  a 
different  game,  playing  into  each 
other's  hands.  The  cry  of  the  To- 
ries in  England  was,  No  reconciliation, 
110  accomnicdatioji,  in  order  to  obtaia 
the  greater  military  force ;  while 
thofe  in  America  were  crying  nothing 
but  Reconciliation  and  accovwiodationy 
that  the  force  fent  might  conquer 
with  lefs  aflillance. 

But    ibis    "  Jingle  campaign,"    i* 

over. 


*  StewarJ  of  the  King's  Hou-Tiold. 
f  Formerly  General  Tov.nfIiead  at  Q^ebeck,  aaU  Lite  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irelan^, 
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K)\rT,  arc!  America  rot  conquered. 
The  wliole  work  is  yet  to  do,  and 
the  force  much  le6  to  do  it  with. 
Their  condition  is  both  defpicable^ 
and  deplorable  :  o«t  of  calh— out  of 
heart— and  out  of  hope.  A  country 
furniiliod  -with  arms  and  ammunition, 
as  America  now  is,  with  three  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants,  and  three  thou- 
fand  miles  dillant  from  the  neareft 
enemy  thai  can  approach  her,  is  able 
to  look  and  laugh  them  in  the  face. 

Howe  appears  to  have  t^vo  objefts 
in  view,  either  to  go  up  the  North 
river,  or  come  to  Philadelphia. 

By  going  up  the  North  river,  he 
fecures  a  retreat  for  his  army  through 
Canada  ;  but  the  Ihips  mull  return, 
if  they  return  at  all,  the  fame  way 
they  went ;  and  as  our  army  would 
be   in   the   rear,  the  fafety  of  their 
paflage  down  is  a  doubtful  matter. 
By  fuch  a  motion  he  fhuts  himfelf 
from  all   fupplies  from   Europe  but 
through  Canada,  and  expofes  his  army 
and  navy  to  the  danger  of  perifliing. 
The  idea  of  his  cutting  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  eaftern  and 
fouthern   St^es,    by   means   of   the 
North   river,     is    merely   vifionary. 
He  cannot  do  it  by  hk  thipping ;  be- 
caufe  no  fhip  can  lay  long  at  anchor 
in  any  river  within  reach  of  the  (hore ; 
a  fingle  gun  would  drive  a  lirll  rate 
from   fuch  a  ftation :  this  was  fully 
proved  laft  Oftober  at  Fofts  Walh- 
iagton  and  Lee,  where  one  gun  only, 
on  each  fide  the  river,  obliged  two 
frigates  to  cut  and  be  towed  oft"  in  an 
hoiir's  time.     Neither  can  he  cut  it 
oft"  by  his  army  ;  becaufe  the  feveral 
polls  they  muft  occupy,  would  divide 
them  almoft  to  nothiflg,  and  expofe 
them  to  be  picked  up  by  ours  like 
pebbles  on  a  river's  bank ;  but  ad- 
mitting he  could,   where  is  the  in- 
jury ?  Eecaufe  while  his  whole  force 
is  cannoned  out,  as  centries  over  the 
water,  they  will  be  very  innocently 
employed,    and    the    moment    they 
march  into  the  country,  ;he  commu- 
nication opens. 


The  mod  probable  objeft  is  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  reafons  are  many. 
Howe's  bufmefs  in  America  is  to  coijr 
quer  it,  and  in  proportion  as  he  finds 
himfelf  unable  to  the  taflc,  he  will 
employ  his  ftrength  to  diftrefs  women 
and  weak  minds,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish, through  iiieir  fears,  what  he  can- 
not effeft  by  his  own  force.  His 
coming  or  attempting  to  come  to  Phi- 
ladelphia is  a  circumftance  that  proves 
his  weaknefe;  for  no  General,  that 
felt  himfelf  able  to  take  the  field  .and 
attack  his  antagonift,  would  think  of 
bringing  his  army  into  a  city  in  the 
fummer  time  ;  and  this  mere  fhifting 
the  fcene  from  place  to  place,  without 
eft'efting  any  thing,  has  feeblencli 
and  cowardice  on  the  ftce  of  it,  and 
holds  him  up  in  a  contemptible  light 
to  any  one  who  can  reafon  juftly  and 
firmly.  By  feveral  informations  front 
New- York,  it  appears,  that  their  army 
in  general,  both  officers  and  men, 
have  given  up  the  expeftation  of  con- 
quering America ;  their  eye,  now, 
is  fixed  upon  the  fpoil.  They  fup- 
pofe  Philadelphia  to  be  rich  with 
llores,  and  as  they  think  to  get  more 
by  robbing  a  town  than  by  attacking 
an  army,  their  movement  towards 
this  city  is  probable.  We  are  not 
now  contending  againft  an  army  of 
foldiers,  but  againll  a  band  of  thieves, 
who  had  rather  plunder  than  fight, 
and  have  no  other  hope  of  conqueft 
than  by  cruelty. 

They  cxped  to  get  a  mighty  booty, 
and  ftrike  another  general  panic  by 
making  a  fudden  movement,  and  get- 
ting pofl'elTion  of  this  city ;  bj|t  unleis 
they  can  march  out  as  well  as  /«,  or 
get  the  entire  command  of  the  river, 
to  remove  olf  their  plunder,  they 
may  probably  be  Hopped  with  fhe 
ftolen  good;  upon  them.  They  have 
never  )'et  fucceed^d  wherever  they 
have  been  oppofod,  but  at  Fort  Walh- 
ington.  At  Ckarlellown  their  defeat 
was  efte£tuaJ.  At  Ticonderoga  they 
fan  away.  In  every  Ikirmifh  at 
JCinglbridge  and  the  White  Plains, 

§  8  they 
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they  were  obliged  to  retreat ;  and  the 
inftant  our  arn^s  were  turned  upon 
them  in  the  Jerfeys,  they  turned 
likevviie,  and  thofe  that  turned  not 
were  taken. 

The  neceffity  of  always  fitting  our 
internal  police  to  tie  circumflances  of 
the  time5  we  live  in,  is  fomcthing  fo 
ftrikingly  obvious,  that  no  fufficieut 
objeflion  can  be  made  againft  it. 
The  fafety  of  all  focieties  depends 
upon  it ;  and  where  this  point  is  not 
attended  to,  the  confeqaence  will 
either  be  a  genen^l  langucr  or  a  tu- 
mult. The  encourTgement  and 
proteftion  of  the  good  fubjeds  of  any 
State,  and  the  luppreflion  andpunifh- 
ment  of  bad  ones,  are  the  principal 
objeft  for  whi^h  all  authority  is  iniH- 
tuted,  and  the  line  in  which  it  ought 
to  operate.  We  have  in  this  tity  a 
ftrange  variety  of  men  and  characters, 
and  the  circumftances  of  the  times  re^ 
quire  they  fhouid  be  publicly  known  ; 
it  is  not  the  number  cf  Tories  that 
hurt  us,  fo  much  as  the  not  finding  out 
who  they  rre  ;  men  muu  take  one  fide 
or  the  other,  and  abide  by  the  con- 
quences :  the  Quakers,  trufting  to 
their  Ihort-fighted  fagacity,  have, 
nioft  unluckily  for  them,  made  their 
declaration  in  their  laft  teftimony, 
and  we  ought  t^o'^v  to  take  them  at 
their  word.  They  have  voluntarily 
read  themfclves  out  cf  the  Continen- 
tal meeting,  a  "  cannot  hope  to  be 
reftored  tc  it  ag:::n,  but  by  payment 
and  peniten  t.  Men  whofe  political 
princioles  are  founded  on  avarice,  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  reafon  ;  and  the 
only  cure  for  Tory ifm  of  this  caft,  is 
to  tax  it.  A  fubf.antial  good  drawn 
from  a  real  evil,  is  of  the  lam.e  bene- 
fit to  fociety,  as  if  drawn  from  a  vir- 
tue ;  and  v^^Viere  men  have  not  public 
fpirit  to  render  tlnemfelvep  ferviceable, 
it  ought  to  be  the  lludy  of  G(>vern- 
ment  to  draw  the  beft  ufe  polTible 
from  their  vices.  "  When  the  govern- 
ing paff  on  of  any  nr.:m  or  let  of  men 
is  cnce  knov/n,  the  method  of  ma- 
naging them  is  eafy  j  for  even  mifers. 


whom  no  public  virtue  can  iinpre^-^ 
would  become  generous,  could  a 
heavy  tax  be  laid  upon  covetoulhefs. 

I'he  Tories  have  endeavoured  to 
injure  their  property  with  the  enemy, 
by  forfeiting  their  reputation  with 
i;s ;  from  which  may  be  juftly  jnfer-: 
red,  thai  their  governing  paffion  is 
avarice.  Make  them  as  much  afraid 
of  lofing  on  one  fide  as  the  other,  and 
you  itagger  their  Toryifm ;  make 
them  more  fo,  and  you  reclaim  tJiem  ; 
for  their  principle  is  to  worfiiip  any 
power  they  are  moft  afraid  of. 

This  method  of  confidering  meri 
and  things  together,  opens  into  a 
large  field  for  fpeculation,  and  aftcrds 
me  opportunity  of  ottering  fume  ob- 
fervatious  on  the  ftate  of  our  currency, 
fo  as  to  make  tlie  fupport  of  it  go 
hand  in  hand,  with  the  fuppreifipn  of 
difatfedion  and  the  encouragement 
of  publ  c  fp'rit. 

The  thing  which  firll  prefents  itfelf 
in  infpecling  the  ftate  of  the  currency, 
is,  that  we  have  too  much  of  it,  and 
that  there  is  a  neceffity  of  reducing 
the  quantity,  in  order  to  encreafe  the 
value.  Men  are  daily  growing  poor 
by  the  very  means  they  take  to  get 
rich  ;  for  in  the  fame  proportion  that 
the  prices  cf  all  goods  on  hand  are 
raifed,  the  value  of  all  money  laid  by 
is  reduced.  A  fimple  cafe  will  make 
this  clear  :  let  a  man  have  one  hun- 
dred pounds  cafn,  and  as  many  goods 
on  hand  as  will  to-day  fell  for  20I. 
but  not  content  with  the  prefent 
market-price,  he  raifes  them  to  40, 
and  by  fo  doing,  obliges  others  iij 
their  own  defence  to  raii'e  cent,  per 
cent,  likewife;  in  this  cafe,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  his  hundred  pounds  laid  by 
is  reduced  fifty  pounds  in  value ; 
whereas,  had  the  markets  dropped 
cent,  per  cent,  his  goods  would  have 
fold  but  for  ten,  but  his  hundred 
pounds  would  have  rifen  in  value  to 
two  hundred  ;  becaufe  it  would  then 
purchafe  as  many  goods  again,  or 
j'upjjort  his  family  as  long  again  as 
before.  And  /irange  as  it  may  feem, 
he  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 

th« 
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liie  pooler  for  rairmg  his  goods,  to 
ivhat  he  would  have  been  had  he 
lowered  them  ;  becaufe  the  forty 
pounds  his  goods  folJ  for,  is  by  the 
general  rife  of  the  markets,  cefit.  pet- 
cent,  rendered  of  no  more  value  than 
the  ten  pounds  would  be,  had  the 
market  fallen  in  the  fame  propor'- 
tion ;  and,  confequcntly,  the  whole 
difference  of  gain  or  lois  is  on  the 
difterent  values  of  the  hundred  pounds 
laid  by,  viz.  from  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred. Thi^s  rage  for  raifiiig  goods  is 
for  feverai  realons  much  move  the 
fault  of  the  Tories  than  the  V/higs  ; 
and  yet  the  Tories  (to  their  fliame 
and  confufion  ought  they  to  be  tokl 
of  it)  are  by  far  the  moll  noify  and 
difcontented.  I'he  greateft  part  of 
the  Whigs,  by  being  now  either  in 
the  army  or  employed  in  fome  public 
fervice,  are  buyers  only,  and  not  fel- 
lers ;  and  as  this  evil  has  its  origin  in 
trade,  it  cannot  be  charged  on  thofe 
who  are  out  of  it. 

But  the  grievance  is  now  become 
too  general  to  be  relieved  by  partial 
methods,  and  tlie  only  effectual  cure 
is  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  money  ; 
with  iialf  the  quantity  we  fiiould  be 
richer  than  we  are  now,  becaufe  the 
value  of  it  would  be  double,  and 
confequently  our  attachment  to  it 
increafed;  for  it  is  not  the  number 
of  dollars  a  man  has,  but  how  far 
■  they  will  go,  that  makes  him  either 
rich  or  poor. 

Thefe  tivo  points  being  admitted^ 
viz.  that  the  quantity  of  money  is  too 
great,  and  that  the  prices  of  goods 
can  be  only  etieftually  reduced  by 
reducing  the  quantity  of  the  money, 
the  next  point  to  be  confidered  is,  the 
.  method  how  to  reduce  it  ? 

The  circumftances  of  the  times,  as 
before  obferved,  require  that  the  pub- 
lic characters  of  all  men  Ihould  noiu 
be  fully  underftood  ;  and  the  only  ge- 
neral method  of  afcertaining  it>  is  by 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  renouncino- all 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  and  to    fupport  the  Indepen- 


denccy  of  the  United  States  as  de- 
clared by  Congrefs.  Let,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  tax  of  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty 
per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  collefted. 
quarterly,  be  levied  on  all  property. 
Thefe  alternatives,  by  being  perfedlly 
voluntary,  will  take  in  all  forts  of 
people.  Here  is  llie  teil ;  here  is  the 
tax.  He  who  take .  the  former,  con- 
fcientioufly  proves  his  affeftion  to  the 
caufe,  and  binds  himfelf  to  pay  his 
quoia  by  the  h^'ik/ervices  in  his  power, 
and  is  thereby  julHy  exempt  from  the 
latter  ;  and  tliofe  who  choofe  the  lat- 
ter, pay  their  quota  in  monev,  to  be 
excufed  from  taking  the  former,  or 
rather  it  is  the  price  paid  to  us  for 
their  fuppofed,  though  milliaken,  in- 
furance  with  the  enemy. 

But  this  is  only  a  part  of  the  advan- 
tage v/hich  would  arife  by  knowing 
the  diiierent  characters  of  men.  The 
Whigs  Hake  every  thing  on  the  ifl'ue 
of  their  arms,  while  the  Tories,  by 
their  difajiedion,  are  fapping  and 
undermining  their  llrength,  and,  of 
confequence,  the  property  of  the 
Whigs  is  the  more  expofed  thereby  ; 
and  whatever  injury  their  eftates  may 
fuftain  by  the  movements  of  the  ene- 
my, mull  either  be  borne  by  them- 
felves,  who  have  done  every  thing 
which  has  yet  been  done,  or  by  the 
Tories,  who  have  not  only  done  no- 
thing, but  have,  by  their  difafiedion, 
ifivited  the  enemy  on. 

In  the  prefent  crifis  we  ought  to 
know  fqiKire  by  fquare^  and  houfc  by 
houfe,  who  are  in  real  allepiance  with 
the  United  Independent  btates,  and 
who  are  not.  Let  but  tne  line  be 
inade  clear  and  diftintH:,  and  all  men 
will  then  know  wh'at  they  arc  to  trull 
to.  It  would  not  only  be  good  po- 
licy, but  ilridl  juftice,  to  raife  fifty 
or  an  hundred  thoafand  pounds,  or 
more,  if  it  is  neceffary,  out  of  the 
eftates  and  property  of  the  King  of 
England's  votaries,  refidentin  Phila- 
delphia, to  be  diftributed,  as  a  re- 
ward to  thofe  inhabitants  of  the 
City  and  State,  who  fhould  turn  out 
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and  repulfe  the  enemy,  fhould  they 
attempt  their  march  this  way ;  and 
likewife,  to  bind  the  property  of  all 
fuch  perfbns  to  make  good  the  da- 
mage which  that  of  the  Whigs  might 
fuftain.  in  the  undiftinguifhable 
mode  of  conducing  a  war,  we  fre- 
quently make  reprifals  at  fea  on  the 
veffels  of  perfons  in  England,  who 
are  friends  to  our  caufe,  compared 
with  the  refidentiary  Tories  among  us. 

In  every  former  publication  of 
mine,  from  Common  Senfe  down  to 
the  laft  Crifis,  I  have  generally  gone 
on  the  charitable  fuppofition,  that 
the  Tories  were  rather  a  miftaken 
than  a  criminal  people,  and  have  ap- 
plied argument  after  argument  with 
all  the  candour  and  temper  I  was  ca- 
pable of,  in  order  to  fet  every  part  of 
the  cafe  cleariy  and  fairly  before 
them,  and,  if  poflible,  to  reclaim  them 
from  ruin  to  reafon.  I  have  done 
my  duty  by  them,  and  have  now 
clone  with  that  doftrine,  taking  it 
for  granted,  that  thoie  who  yet  hold 
their  difafteftion ,  are,  either  a  fet  of 
avaricious  mifcreants,  who  would  fa- 
crifice  the  Continent  to  fave  them- 
felves,  or  a  banditti  of  hnngry  trai- 
tors, who  are  hoping  for  a  divilion  of 
the  fpoil.  To  which  may  be  added, 
a  lift  of  Crown  or  Proprietary  depen- 
dents, who,  rather  tlian  go  without 
a  portion  of  power,  would  be  con- 
tent to  Ihare  it  with  the  Devil.  Of 
fuch  men  there  is  no  hope  ;  and  their 
obedience  will  only  be  according  to 
the  danger  that  is  fet  before  them, 
and  the  power  that  is  exercifed  over 
them. 

A  time  will  fliortly  arrive,  irt 
whichi  by  ascertaining  the  characters 
of  perfonJ  now,  we  Ihall  be  guarded 
againft  their  mifchicfs  then  j  for  in 
proportion  as  the  eiiemy  defpair  of 
coricjtieft*  they  will  be  trying  the  arts 
of  feduftion  j  and  the  force  of  fear  by 
all  the  mifchiefs  they  can  inflift. 
But  in  war  we  may  be  certain  of  thefe 
two  things,  viz.  that  cruelty  in  an 
enemy,  and  motions  made  with  more 


than  ufoal  parade,  are  always  ftgns  of; 
weaknefs.  He  that  can  conquer, 
finds  his  mind  too  free  and  pleafant  to 
be  brutifti ;  and  he  that  intends  to 
conquer,  never  makes  too  moch  fhow 
of  his  ftrength. 

We  now  know  the  enemy  we  have 
to  do  with.  While  drunk  with  the 
certainty  of  viAory,  theydifdained  to 
be  civil  ;  and  in  proportion  as  difap- 
pointment  makes  them  fober,  and 
their  apprehenfions  of  an  European 
war  alarm  them,  they  will  become 
cringing  and  artful ;  honeft  they  can- 
not be.  But  our  anfwer  to  them,  in 
either  condition  they  may  be  in,  is 
fhort  and  full,  "  As  Free  and  Inde- 
pendent States,  we  are  willing  to 
make  peace  with  you  to-morrow ;  but 
we  cau  neither  hear  or  reply  in  any 
other  charaiEler." 

If  Britain  cannot  conquer  us,  it 
proves,  that  fhe  is  neither  able  to  go- 
vern or  proteft  us,  and  our  particular 
fituation  now  is  fuch,  that  any  con- 
nedlion  with  her  would  be  unwifely 
exchanging  a  half  defeated  enemy  for 
two  powerful  ones.  Europe,  by  every 
appearance  and  information,  is  now 
on  the  eve,  nay,  on  the  morning 
twilight  of  a  war,  and  any  alliance 
with  brings  France 

and  Spain  upon  our  backs ;  a  fepara- 
tion  from  him  attach  them  to  our 
fide ;  therefore,  the  only  road  to 
Peace,  Hotwur,  and  Commerce,  is  In- 
dependence. 

Common-Sense. 

Philadelphia,   April  \C),   1 777. 
And  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Union, 
muhich  GoD  prefer've  ! 

Philadelphia,    "June  28,    1777. 
An  A61  obliging  the  male  'white  inha- 
bitants of  this  State   to  give  a^ur- 
ances  of  allegiance  to  the  fame,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 
Whereas  the  reparation  of  the  Thir- 
teen United  States  fonn  the  Gov^ern- 
ment   of   the    Crown    and    Parlia- 
ment of  Great-'Britain  (who  by  their 
Ads  of  oppreflion  and  cruelty,  as  fet 

forth 
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forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen-  berland   and   Wcrtmoreland,    above 

dence  bv  Congrefs,  bearing  date  the  the  faid  age,  fhall,  on  or  before  the 

tenth   of  July,    1776,  had  rendered  firft  day  of  Auguil   next,  take  and 

fuch  feparation,  on  the  part  of  the  faid  fubfcribe  the  faid  oatli  or  afRnnation, 

States,  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  before  fome  one  of  the  Jullices  of  the 

own  happinefs  and  the  happinefs  of  faid  three  couniics  lall  mentioned,  ia 

fucceeding     generations)     the    good  which  they  Ihall  refpedively  inhabit; 

people  of"  this  State  of  Pennfylvania  and  the  faid  JulHces  fhall  give  a  cer- 

are  become  free  and  independent  of  tificate  thereof  to  every  fuch  perfon ; 

the  faid  Crown  and  Parliament.  and  the  faid  oath  or  affirmation  fhall 

And  whereas  from  fordid,  mcrcena-  be  asfoUoweth,  viz. 

ry  motives,  or  other  caufes  inconfill:-         I  [ ]  do  fwear  or  affirm, 

ent  witli  the  happinefs  of  a  free  and  that  I  renounce  and  refufe  all  alle- 
independent  people,  fundry  perfons  giance  to  George  the  Third,  King 
have,  or  may  yet  be  induced  to  with-  of  Great-Britain,  his  heirs,  and  fuc- 
hold  their  fervice  and  allegiance  from  cefTors ;  and  that  I  will  be  faithful 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Com- 
as a  free  independent  State,  as  de-  monwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  as  a  free 
dared  by  Congrefs :  And  whereas  and  independent  State,  and  that  I 
fundry  other  perfons,  in  their  feveral  will  not  at  any  time  do,  or  caufe  to 
capacities,  have,  at  the  rilk  of  their  be  done,  any  matter,  or  thing  that 
lives,  or  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes,  or  v/ill  be  prejudicial  or  injurious  to  the 
both,  rendered  great  and  eminent  fer-  freedom  and  independence  thereof, 
vices  in  defence  and  fupport  of  the  as  declared  by  Congrefs.  And  alfo, 
faid  Independence,  and  may  yet  con-  that  I  will  difcover  and  make  known 
tinue  to  do  the  fame  ;  and  as  both  to  fome  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace  of 
thofe  forts  of  perfons  remain  at  this  the  faid  State,  all  treafons  or  treach- 
time  mixed,  andin  fome  meafure  un-  erous  confpiracies,  v/hich  I  now 
dillinguifhed  from  each  other,  the  know,  or  hereafter  fhall  know,  to  be 
-  difaffedled  deriving  undeferved  fer-  formed  againlt  this,  or  any  of  the 
vice  from  the  faithful  and  well  af-  United  States  of  America, 
fedted :  And  whereas  allegiance  and  And  the  form  of  the  certificate 
protedlion  are   reciprocal  ;  and  thofe  fhall  be  as  foUovveth,  viz. 

who  will  not  bear  the  former,  are  not         I  do  hereby  certify  that  [— ] 

(nor  ought  not)  to  be  entitled  to  the  hath  voluntarily  taken  and  fnbfcribed 

benefitof  the  latter  :  Therefore  be  it  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance 

enafted,  by  the  Re'prefentativcs  of  the  and  fidelity,  as  direfted  by  an  Aft  of 

Freemen   of  the   Commonwealth   of  General   Aflembly  of  Pennfylvania, 

Pennfylvania,  in  General   Aflembly  paffed    the     13th    of   June,     J  777. 

met,   and  by   the   authority   of  the  Witnefs  myhand  andfeal,  the 

fame,  That  all  male  white  inhabi-  day  of  A.  D. 

tants   of  this   State,    except   of  the  (L.  S.) 

counties  of  Bedford,    Northumber-         And  be  it  further  enafted,  by  the 

land  and  Wellmoreland,  above   the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Jullice 

age  of  eighteen  years,  (hall,  on  or  or  jultices  of  the  Peace  before  whom 

before  the  flrft  day  of  July  next,  take  fuch  oatli  or  affirmation  fhall  be  fub- 

and  fubfcribe  the  following  oath  or  fcribed,  Ihall  keep  fair  regifler  of  the 

affirmation   before  fome  one  of  the  names  and  firnames  fo  fworn  or  af- 

Jullices  of  the  Peace  of  the  city  or  firmed,    and   the  time    when,    and 

county  where  they  fhall  refpcftively  fhall,  on  or  before  the  firll  day  of 

inhabit ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Oftober  in  every   year,  tranfmit  in 

faid  counties  of  Bedford,  Northunj-  writing,  under  has  or  their  hands  and 

feals. 
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Zeals,  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of 
Deeds  for  the  faid  city  or  county,  a 
true  life  of  the  names  and  firnames  of 
thofe,  who,  within  the  fame  year, 
have  To  Iworn  or  affirmed  before  them 
refpeclivcly  ;  and  the  faid  Juftice  or 
Juiiices  fhall  have  and  receive  there- 
for, and  for  the  faid  certificate,  the 
fum  of  one  Ihilling  and  no  more,  for 
every  perfon  fo  fworn  or  affirmed  ; 
and  the  faid  Jullice  or  Juftices  fliall 
lay  their  accounts  before  the  county 
Commiffioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
from  time  to  time,  to  be  examined 
and  allowed  ;  and  the  faid  Commif- 
fioners fhall  draw  orders  on  the  county 
Treafurers  for  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be 
fo  allowed,  v/hich  orders  the  faid 
Treafurers  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  pay  out  of  the  State 
taxes ;  and  the  Recorders  of  Deeds  in 
the  city  and  fevcral  counties  of  this 
State,  are  hereby  enjoined  to  record 
the  laid  lill:s  in  books  to  be  prepared 
for  tliat  purpofe,  and  Ihall  be  paid 
for  the  fame  in  the  famie  manner  as 
the  Juftices,  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds 
for  every  hundred  names. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  That  every  per- 
fon above  the  age  aforefaid,  refufing 
or  neglefting  to  take  and  fubfcribe 
the  faid  oath  or  affirmation,  fhall, 
during  the  time  of  fuch  neglefc  or  re- 
fufal,  be  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  or  place  of  truft  in  this  State, 
ferving  en  juries,  fuing  for  any  debts, 
elefting  or  being  eletted,  buying, 
felling,  or  transferring  any  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  and 
ihall  be  difarmed  by  the  Lieutenant 
or  Sub-lieutenants  of  the  city  or 
counties  refpedtively. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  danger  of 
having  the  feeds  of  difcord  and  dif- 
afl'edtion  greatly  fprcad  by  perfons, 
whofe  political  principles  are  not 
knov/n,  removing  or  travelling  from 
one  part  of  the  State  to  another  ;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  this  State  is  al- 
ready become  (and  likely  to  be  more 
fo)  anafylum  for  refugees  flying  from 


the  juft  refentm^nt  of  their'  feilo# 
citizens  in  other  States :  for  remedy 
whereof,  be  it  enafted,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid,  That  every  perfon 
above  the  age  aforefaid,  who  fhall 
travel  out  of  the  county  or  city  in 
which  he  ufually  refides,  without  the 
certificate  aforefaid,  maybe  fufpedled 
to  be  a  fpy,  and  to  hold  principles 
inimical  to  the  United  States,  and 
fhall  be  taken  before  one  of  the  Juf- 
tices neareft  to  the  place  where  h« 
fhall  be  apprehended,  wlx)  fhall  ten- 
der to  him  the  faid  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, and  upon  his  refufal  to  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  faid  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, the  faid  Jullice  fhall  commit 
him  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  city 
or  county,  there  to  remain  without 
bail  or  mainprize,  until  he  ihall  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  faid  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, or  produce  a  certificate  that  he 
had  already  done  fo. 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  That  all  perfons 
coming  from  any  of  the  other  United 
States  into  this  State,  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  apply  to  one  of  the  neareft 
Juftices  after  he  enters  this  State,  and 
take  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  oath  or  af- 
firmation, upon  the  penalty  of  being 
dealt  with  as  in  the  cafe  of  perfons 
travelling  or  removing  out  of  the  city 
or  county  in  which  they  ufually 
refide,  unlefs  he  can  produce  a  cer- 
tificate that  he  hath  taken  the  oath  or 
affirmation,  in  the  like  nature,  in  the 
State  from  whence  he  came. 

Provided  always  neverthelefs,  That 
Delegates  in  Congrefs,  prifoners  of 
war,  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental army,  merchants  and  mari- 
ners trading  in  the  ports  of  this  State 
from  foreign  powers  in  amity  with 
the  United  States,  and  not  becoming 
refident,  are  declared  not  to  be  within 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Aft. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That 
if  any  perfon  ihall  forge  fuch  certifi- 
cate, as  by  this  Aft  is  to  be  made 
out,  and  given  by  any  of  the  Juftices 
of  the  Peace  of  this  State  j  or  fhall 

caufe 
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ed\xvz  or  procure  others  to  forge  or 
counterfeit  the  name  and  feal  of  the 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  to  fuch  certificate, 
cr  Ihall  by  erafing  or  otherwife  taking 
out,  or  covering  or  pafting^  over,  a 
man's  nrme  that  was  wrote  in  a  true 
p.nd  genuine  certificate,  alter  the  lame 
as  to  ferve  his  own,  or  any  other 
Plan's  purpofes  ;. or  ihall  produce  and 
make  ufe  of  any  fuch  certificate, 
knowing  it  to  be  forged  or  altered, 
every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  fo  of- 
fending, and  being  thereof  legally 
c.onvided  before  any  Court  of  Gene- 
ral Quarter  Sefiions  of  the  Peace  of 
the  city  or  county  wj-.ere  I'uch  ofi-ence 
fhall  be  committed,  fhall  be  fined 
the  fum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  be  com- 
fniited  to  gaol  until  he  pays  the  fine, 
and  cofl  of  profecution.  And  if  he 
fhall  not  within  the  fpace  of  thirty 
days  fatisfy  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  he  Ihall  be  whipped  with  any 
number  of  lafhes  not  exceeding  thirty- 
nine,  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on. 
John  Bayard,  Speaker. 
Enafted  into  a  lav/  June  the  13th, 

1777,  John  Morris,  jun.  Clerk 

of  the  General  Aflembly. 
\T he  fame  Ad  has  been  pnJJ'ed  by  the 
u^JJemhlies  of  the  other  tivel-ue  Co/o7??Vj.] 

^Charge,  on  the  Rife  of  the  Ame- 
rican Empire,  deli-vered  by  the  Hon. 
William -Henry  Drayton, 
Efq.  Chief  Juftice  of  South-Caro- 
lina, to  the  Grand  fury  for  the 
diftriH:  of  Charles-toiun. 
South-Ciarolina,        1 

Charles-touon  Dijlrid,  ) 

^t  a  Court  of  General  SeHionsof  the 
Peace,  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Af- 
fize  and  General  Gaol  Delivery, 
begun  and  hoiden  at  Charies- 
tovvn,  for  the  diftrift  of-  Charles- 
town,  on  Tuefday,  October  15th, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1:76—— 
before  the  Honourable  William- 
Henry  Drayton,  Efq.  Chief 
JuiHce,  and  his  aflbciates,  Juftices 
of  the  faid  Court, 

.Ordered,  That  the  Charge  delivered 
by  hi?  Honour  Uk  Chief  Juftice 
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to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  their 
Prefentments  at  this  Selfions,/  be 
forthwith  publiflied. 

By  order  of  ths  Court, 

John  Colcock,  C.  C.  S, 

The  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
The  lall  time  I  had  the  honour 
to  addrefs  a  Grand  Jury  in  this 
Court,  [S.e  'vol.  Hi.  page  321.)  I 
expounded  to  them  die  Conflitution 
of  their  country,  as  ellablilhed  by 
Congrefs  on  the  26th  day  of  March 
laft,  independent  of  Royal  authority.' 
I  laid  before  them  the  caufes  of  that 
important  change  of  our  Govern- 
ment— a  comparifon  of  thefe,  with 
thofe  that  occiiioned  the  Englilh  Re- 
volution of  1688 -and,  the  law  re- 
fuking  from  the  injuries  in  each  cafe. 
I  fpoke  to  that  Grand  Jury  of  the  late 
Revolution  of  South-Carolina.  I 
mean  to  fpeak  to  you  on  a  more  im- 
portant lubjedl— the  Rife  of  the 
American  Empire. 

The  great  Aft  in  March  laft  upon 
the  matter,  conftituted  our  country 
totally  independent  of  Great-Britain. 
For,  it  was  calculated  to  place  in  our 
hands,  the  whole  iegiilative,  executive 
and  judicial  powers  of  Government; 
and  to  enable  us  in  the  moil:  elF-iilual 
manner,  by  force  of  arms  tc  oppofe, 
refift  and  war  againft  the  Biitifli 
Crown.  The  Aft  navuraily  looked 
forward  to  an  accommodation  of  ths 
unhappy  difference  between  that  power 
and  America  :  in  like  manner,  every 
declaration  of  war  between  indepen- 
dent States,  implies  a  future  accom- 
m^odation  of  their  difputes.  But,  al- 
though by  that  A61,  we  were  upon 
the  matter  made  independent  j  yet, 
there  were  no  words  in  it,  fpecially 
declarative  of  that  Independency. 
Such  a  declaration  was  of  right  to  be 
made  only  by  the  General  Congrefs ; 
becaufe  the  united  voice  and  ftrength 
of  America,  were  necelTary  to  give  a 
defireable  credit  and  profpeft  of  fta- 
bility,  to  a  declared  llate  of  total  fe- 
pai-ation   from    Great-Britain ;    and 

the 
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she  General  Congrefs,  as  tjie  only 
means  left  by  which  they  had  a  chance 
to  avert  the  ruin  of  America,  have 
iflued  a  declaration,  by  which  all  po- 
litical connexion  between  you  and 
the  State  of  Great-Britain,  is  totally 
diffolved. 

Carolinians !  heretofore  you  were 
Bound — by  the  American  Revolution 
you  are  now  free.  The  change  is 
moft  important  — moft  honourable — 
snoft  benelicial.  It  is  your  birth  right 
by  die  law  of  Nature — itis  even  valid 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  your 
country— you  were  placed  in  poiTef- 

fion  of  it  by  the  hand  of  God  ! 

Particulars  evidencing  a  fubjeft  of  the 
jugheft  import  —Gentlemen  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  it  is  my  duty  to  mark 
to  you,  the  great  lines  of  your  con- 
duit ;  and  fo  to  endeavour  to  explain 
the  nature  of  each,  that  you  may 
dearly  fee  your  way,  and  thereby  be 
animated  in  your  progreis  to  difcharge 
thole  fervices  which  are  required  at 
at  your  hands.  And  hence,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  me  to  lay  before  you  fome 
cbfervations  upon  the  nature  of  the 
American  Revolution,  which,  by 
«very  tie,  divine  and  human,  you 
are  bound  to  fupport.  I  Ihall,  there- 
fore, endeavour  to  draw  your  attention 
to  this  great  fubjeft,  necefiarily  in- 
cluding the  lines  of  your  particular 
condu(!;L 

It  is  but  to  glance  an  eye  over  the 
hiitoric  page,  to  be  allured  tkat  the 
duration  ot  empire  is  limited  by  the 
Almighty  decree.  Empires  have  their 
rile  to  a  zenith— and  their  dec'enfion 
io  a  dilToIution.  The  yeais  of  a  rra.i, 
V.ZV,  the  hours  of  an  infecl  on  the 
bank  of  the  Hypanis,  that  lives  but 
a  day,  epitomize  the  advance  and  de- 
cay of  tlie  ftrength  and  duration  of 
commion  !  One  common  fate  awaits 
all  things  upon  earth— a  thoufand 
taufes  accelerate  or  delay  their  per- 
fection or  ruin.  To  look  a  little  into 
remote  times,  we  fee,  that  from  the 
molt  contemptible  origin  upon  re- 
cord, Roirie  bi;;came  tht'  inoH  poNverfal 
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State  the  fun  ever  faw :  the  world 
bowed  before  her  imperial  fafces  I— 
yet,  having  run  through  all  the  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  dominion,  her  courfe  was 
fmifhed.  Her  empire  was  diflblved,, 
that  the  feparated  members  of  it 
might  arife  to  run  through  fimilar  re- 
volutions. 

Great-Britain  wa^  a  part  of  this 
mighty  empiie.  But,  being  diflblved 
from  it,  in  her  turn  Ihe  alfo  extended 
her  dominion :  —arrived  at,  and  pafled 
her  zenith.  Three  and  thirty  years 
numbered  the  illuftrious  days  of  the  Ro- 
man greatnefs — Eight  years  meafurc 
the  duration  of  the  Britifh  grandeur 
in  meridian  luftre  !  How  few  are  the 
days  of  true  glory  !  The  extent  of  the 
Roman  period  is  from  their  complete 
conquefl  of  Italy,  which  gave  them 
a  place  whereon  to  Hand,  that  they 
might  fhake  the  world,  to  the  original 
caufe  of  their  dcclenfion,  their  intro- 
duftion  of  Afiatic  luxury.  The  Bri- 
tifh period  is  from  the  year  1758, 
when  they  vidorioufly  purfued  tlieir 
enemies  into  every  quarter  of  the 
globe ;  to  th€  immediate  caufe  of 
their  decline — their  injuftice  difplay- 

ed  by  the  Stamp  Afl. In  ihort, 

like  the  Roman  Empire,  Great- 
Britain,  in  her  ConlHtution  of  Go- 
vernment, contained  a  poifon  to  bring 
on  her  decay  ;  and  in  each  cafe,  this 
poifon  was  drawn  into  a  ruinous  ope- 
ration, by  the  riches  and  luxuries  of 
the  Eaft.  Thus,  by  natural  caufes 
and  common  cffeifts,  the  American 
States  are  become  diflblved  from  the 
Britifh  dominion.  —  And  is  it  to  be 
v>/ondered  at,  that  Britain  has  expe- 
rienced the  invariable  fate  of  empire !, 
We  are  nor  furprized  when  we  fee 
youth  or  age  yield  to  the  common  lot 
of  humanity. — Nay,  lo  repine,  that 
in  our  day,  America  is  diflblved  from 
the  Bridlh  State,  is  impioufly  to 
queflion  the  unerring  wifdom  of  Pro- 
vidence. The  Almighty  fetteth  up  ; 
and  he  cafceth  down  ;  he  breaks  the 
fccptre,  and  transfers  the  dominion  : 
he  hat  made  choice  of  the  prefent  ge 

neration 
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n^ratlon  to  erccl  the  American  Em- 
pire. Thankful  as  we  are,  and  ought 
to  be,  for  an  appointment,  of  the 
kind,  the  moil  lilullrious,  that  ever 
was ;  let  each  individual  exert  him- 
felfin  this  important  operation,  di 
reifted  by  Jchovali  himfelf.  From  a 
fhort  retro fpeift,  it  is  evident,  the 
Work  was  not  the  preftnt  defign  of 
man. 

Never  were  a  people  mere  UTapped 
up  in  a  King,  than  the  Americans 
were  in  George  the  Third,  in  the 
yeai-  1763.  They  J-ev^reJ  and  obeyed 
the  Britiih  Government,  Le,caufe  it 
protcdcd  them — they  fu ndly  called 
Great-Britain — Home  !  But,  from 
that  time,  the  Briiifh  Counfe's  took 
a  ruinous  turn  j  ceafmg  to  proted — 
they  fought  to  ruin  America.  The 
Stamp  Aft,  Declaratory  Law,  and 
the  duties  upon  tea  and  other  articles, 
at  once  proclaimed  their  injufticc, 
and  announced  to  the  Americans,  that 
they  had  but  little  room  for  hope ; 
infinite    fpace    for    fear.       In    vain 

THEY   PETITIONED    FOR   ReDRESs! 

A.uthorized  by  tlie  law  of  Nature, 
they  exerted  the  -inherent  powers  of 
fociety,  and  refilled  the  edicts  which 
told  them,  that  they  had  no  property; 
and  that  again il  their  confent,  and 
by  men  over  whom  they  had  no  con- 
trcul,  they  were  to  be  bound  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever.  Dreadful  informa- 
tion !  —  Patience  could  not  but  refent 
them.  However,  regardlefs  of  fuch 
feelings,  and  reiblved  to  endeavour 
to  fupporc  thofe  all  grafping  claims, 
early  in  the  year  1774,  the  Britifh 
tyranny  made  other  edicts — to  over- 
turn American  charters — to  fufpend 
or  deftroy,  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
,  the  value  of  private  property 
— -'to  block  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  /;/ 
terror  cm,  to  other  American  ports — 
to  give  murder  the  fanftion  of  law — 
to  eftabliflr  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion, and   to  make  the 

a  defpot  in  Canada  ; 
and  as  much  fo  as  he  then  chofe  to  be 
in  Mafiachufetts-Bay.     And  General 
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Gage  was  fent  to  Bofton  with  a  cott- 
fiderable  force,  to  uilier  thefe  edi£ls 
into  aftion,  and  the  Americans  into 
fiavery. 

Their  petition  thus  anfwered— 
even  with  the  fword  of  the 
at  their  breaft,  the  Americans  thought  ^ 
only  of  new  petitions.  It  is  well 
known,  there  was  not  then  even  an 
idea  that  the  Independence  of  Ame- 
rica would  be  the  work  of  this  gene- 
ration :  for  people  yet  had  a  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity  of  the  Britiih. 
Monarch.  At  length  fubfequent 
edifts  being  alfo  pafled,  to  reitraiit 
the  Americans  from  enjoying  the 
bounty  of  Providence  on  their  own 
coalls ;  and  to  cut  off  their  trade  with 
each  ether  and  with  foreign  States— 
the  jkuord  yet  reeking    iMtth 

American    bloody  and  the  ftill 

deaf  to  the  prayers  of  the  people 
for  "  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety  :" 
it  was  even  fo  late  as  the  latter  end 
of  the  laft  year,  before  that  con- 
fidence vifibly  declined;  and  it 
was  generally  feen,  that  the  quarrel 
was  likely  to  force  America  into  an 
immediate  State  of  Independence, 
But)  fuch  an  e\ent  v>as  not  expe£ied, 
becaufe  it  was  thought,  the 
from  motives  of  policy,  if  not  from 
inclination,  would  heal  our  wounds, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  feparation ; 
and  it  was  not  wifhed  for,  becaufe 
men  were  unwilling  to  break  off  old 
connexions,  and  change  the  ufual 
form  of  government. 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of 
America,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Britifh  KSi  of  Parliament  declaring 
the  Americans  out  of  the  Royal  pro- 
tedlion,  and  denouncing  a  general 
waragainft  them.  But,  Counfels  too 
refined,  generally  produce  contrary 
and  unexpefted  events.  So  the  whole 
fyftem  of  Britifh  policy  refpedling 
America  fince  the  year  1763,  calcu- 
lated to  furprize,  deceive,  or  drive 
the  people  into  flavery— urged  them 
into  Independence  :  and,  this  Aft  of 
Parliament,  in  particulpx,  finally  re- 

T  r.  leafed 
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leafed  America  from  Great- Britain,     manne 
Antecedent  to  this,  the 
by  hoftilitj-es,  had,  as  far   as  he 

perfonally  could,  abfolved  America 
from  the  faith,  allegiance,  and  fub- 
jeftion  fhe  owed  ;  becaufe  t]<e  law 
ef  our  land  exprefsly  declares,  thefe 
are  due  only  in  return  for  protec- 
tion, allegiance  being  founded  on  the 
benelit  of  protection.  But  God  know- 
ing that  we  are  in  peril  by  f.iife  bre 
thren,  as  well  as  by  real  enemies, 
out  of  his  abundant  mercy  has-caufed 
us  to  be  releafed  from  fubjeftion,  by 
yet  a  better  title  than  the  mere  op- 
preflions  of  a  man  in  the  office. 

This  title  is  fmgular  in  it5  kind.'  It 
is' the  voluntary  and  joint  ad  of  the 
whole  Britifli  Leglflature,  on  the 
tWenty-firft  day  of  December,  1775, 
relealinw  the  faith,  allegiance  and 
fubjeftion  of  Amenca  to  the 

,  ly  fchinnly  declaring  the  for - 
mer  out  nf  the  proteilio!  of  the  latter  ; 
and  thereby,  agrejuble  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  law,  aftually  dijfol^ing  the 
original  contrail  betv/een  and 

people. 

Hence,  an   Am.crican  cannot,  k- 
galiy,  at  the   fuit   of 

,  be  indifted  of  high 
trenfon  ;  becaufe  the  in^lidment  can- 
not charfje  him  with  an    A£t  contva 


Let  him  not  with   unjAi- 
ralleled  from  a  con- 

tinue to  declare,  that  the  Americans  ' 
meant  only  to  amufc,   by  vague  ex- 
preffions    of    attachment,    and     the' 
llrongcft  profeffions  of  loyalty,  whilll 
they  were  preparing  for  a  general  re- 
volt, for  the  purpofe  of  eltablifhing  an 
independent   empire.     On  the  firit  of 
September,  1:75,  Richard  Peiin  aad 
Arthur  Lee,  Ei'quires,    delivered   to 
Lord  Dartmouth,  he  being  Secretary 
of  State,  a  petition  from  the  Con- 
grefs  to  the  King,  when  Lord  Dart- 
mouth told  them,    "  No    Answer 
WOULD   BE   GIVEN."     The  petition 
contained    this   remarkable    pafTage, 
that  the  King  would  "  be  plea  fed  to 
direB  Jome  mode,   by  ivhich  the  united 
applications   of  his  faithful  Colonijii 
to  the  Throne,  in  prefence  of  their  Com~ 
nion  Cotiiicils,  might  be  impro'-vcd  into 

a  PERMANENT  AND  HAPPY  RE- 
CONCILIATION; and  that,  in  the 
mean  time',  meajnres  mivht  be  taken- 
for  pre-uenting  the  further  defruclinn 
of  the  li'ves  of  his  Majejiy^s  Jubjeils.^ 

Yet,      NOTWITHSTANDING      THI-S, 

on  the    26th  of  Odlober  following, 
from  the  ,  the  charged 

the  Americans  with  aiming  at  Inde- 
pendence !  The  fafts   I  have  ftated, 
re  known  to  the-  world-;  they  are  yet 


ligeantia:  fu,re  debitum;  for  not  being     more y?«'^i^cr;'r  than  the 
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'■'w  holds 
any  faith 
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protected  by  that 
that  he  does  not  owe  an^ 

and  allegiance.  So,  an  ;ljen  ene- 
my, even  invading  the  kingdom  of 
England,  and  taken  in  arms,  cannot 
be  dealt  v/ith  as  a  traitor,  becaufe  he 
■-jiolates  r.o  truji  or  allegiatxe.  In 
fhort,  this  doctrine  laid  down  in  the 
beil  law  authorities,  is  a  criterion 
,  'ivheraby  we  may  fafely  judge,  whe- 
ther or  not  a  particular  people  are  fore,  we  begun  with  a  Hock  of  five 
lubjeft    to   a  particular  government,     hundred  weight! — Thefe  ^r^w^  m«- 


other  fatts   be  alfo  flated  again il 

. There  was  a  time,  when  the 

American  army  before  Bofton  had 
not  a  thoufand  weight  of  gunpowder 
— the  forces  were  imablc  to  advance 
into  Canada,  until  they  received  a 
fmall"  fupply  of  powder  from  this 
country,  and  for  which  th«  General 
Congrefs  exprefsly  fent — and  when 
we  took  up  arms  a  few  months  be- 


And,  thus  upon  the  matter,  that  dc- 
eifr.'e  Aft  of  Parliament,  ipfo  failo, 
created  the  United  Colonies,  Free 
and  Independent  States. 
.  Thefe  particulars  evidence  againfi: 
the  taiunmiator  ia  the  ilroneeil 


gazines  of  ammunition,  demonllratc 
to  be  fure,  that  America,  or  even 
MafTachufetts-Bay  was  preparing  to 
enter  the  military  road  to  Indepen- 
dence !  — On  the  contrary,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  manner  in  which   Grest- 

Brtiain 
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jBrkain  h.is  conduiled  her  irritating 
and  hoftiie  meafures,  we  cannot  but 
clearly  fee,  that  God  has  darkened 
her  Counicis ;  and  that  with  a  llretch- 
ed  out  «irm,  he  himfeUhas  delivered 
us  out  of  the  houie  of  bondage,  and 
has  led  us  on  to  empire. 

In  the  year  1774,  General  Gage 
a.rr:ved.at  Bofton,  to  awe  the  people 
into  a  fubmifuon  to  the  edids  againll 
America.  The  force  he  brought, 
was,  by  the  opprelTors,  thought  not 
only  fuEticnt  to  compel  obedience  ; 
but  that  this  would  be  efFeded  even 
at  the  appearance  of  the  fwcrd.  But, 
the  Continent  being  roufed  by  the 
edids.  General  Gage  to  his  furprize 
found,  that  he  had  not  llrength  fuf- 
ficient  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
Jn  this  fituation  things  continued 
fex'eral  months,  while  on  the 
cne  hand,  the  General  received 
reinforcements ;  and  on  the  other, 
the  people  acquired  a  contempt  for 
the  troops,  and  found  time  to  form 
their  militia  into  fome  order  to  op- 
pofe  tlve  force  they  faw  accumulating 
for  their  deilrudion.  Hence,  in  the 
fucceeding  April,  when  the  General 
commenced  holtilities,  he  was  de- 
feated. The  vidory  produced  the 
moll;  important  effeds. — The  people 
were  animated  to  beiiege  Bofton, 
where  it  foon  appeared,  that  the  Bri- 
tilh  troops  were  too  weak  to  make  any 
impreiTion  upon  them,  thus  acquir- 
ing military  knowledge  by  theadual 
operations  of  war, — The  United  Co- 
lonies were  roufed  to  armi.  —They 
new-modelled  their  militia— raifcd 
regular  troops — fortified  their  har- 
bours —  and  crufhed  the  Tory  parties 
among  them.- — Succefs  fired  the  A- 
^;iericans  with  a  fpirit  of  entcrprize. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  paifed 

fuch  other  edids,  as,  adding  to  the 
calendar  of  injuries,  widened  the 
civil  breach ;  and  naiTOwed  the  band 
of  the  American  Union.  And,  fuch 
fupplies  were,  from  time  to  time,  fent 
for  the  relief  of  Bollon,  as  not  in  any 
■degree  fufhcient  to  enable  General 


Gage  to  raife  the  /lege  ;  anfwered  no 
other  ends,  but  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber, heighten  the  fpirit,  advance  the 
difcipline  of  the  American  army ;  and 
to  caufe  every  Member  of  the  Union 
to  exert  their  ability  to  procure  arms 
and  ammunition  from  abroad.  Thus 
trained  on  evidently  by  the  Almighty, 
thefe  troops,  reproached  by  General 
Gage  when  they  firil  fat  dov.'n  before 
Boiion,  that  "  with  a  prepolterous 
parade  of  military  arrangements,  they 
afFeded  to  hold  the  army  befieged  ;" 
in  lefs  than  el-even  months  compelled 
that  Britifli  army,  although  confider- 
ably  reinforced,  to  abandon  Bofton 
by  Health,  and  to  truft  their  fafety, 
not  to  their  arms,  but  to  the  winds. 
The  Britilla  Minillr)'  have  attempted 
to  put  a  glofs  upon  this  rem.ove 
of  their  array:  hov/evcr,  the  cannon, 
ftores,  and  provifions  they  left  in 
Bofton,  are  in  our  hands  fubftantiai 
marks  of  their  flight. 

Thus  there  appears  to  have  been 
a  fatality  in  their  Counfels,  refped- 
ing  Bollon,  the  then  grand  feat  of 
contention  j  their  forces  being  inade- 
quate to  the  entcrprize  on  which  they 
were  fent :  and  under  the  fame  in- 
fluence have  their  attacks  been  di- 
reded  ao;a;nil  Virsflnia  and  North-. 
Carolina,  Savannah,  and  this  capital.. 
Such  a  ferks  of  events  is  fl:riking  \ 
It  furely  difplays  an  over-ruling  Pro- 
vidence that  has  confounded  the  Bri- 
tifh  Counfels,  to  the  end  that  Ame- 
rica fliould  not  have  been  at  firlt 
fliackled,  and  thereby  prevented  from 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of,  and  con- 
fidence in  her  llrength,  to  be  attained 
only  by  an  experimental  trial  and 
faccefsful  exertion  of  it,  previous  to 
the  Britifli  Rulers  doing  ads  driving 
her,  either  into  Slavery  or  Indepen- 
dence.— The  lame  Lrace  of  an  over- 
ruling Providence,  is  evident  through- 
out the  whole  tranfadion  of  the  Eng- 
lifii  Revolution  of  1688.  King  James 
received  early  information  of  tlie 
Prince  of  Orange's  intention  to  in- 
vade England ;  qijd  Lewis  the  XIV, 

T  t  2  ofi-ered. 
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ofFered  the  King  a  powerful  afilflance:  neceflary:  a  mode  which,  the  fubiecl 

but  his    Counfels  were    confounded  being  new,  might  not   then  perhaos 

from  on  high  :  he  paid  little  attention  have  been    fo  generally  fatist'afPcory. 

to    the  firft— he    neglefted    the   laft.  But,    as   the    American    Revolution 

The   winds   blew,    and  how  oppor-  leads  me  again  to  mention  that  refo- 

tunely  have  they  aided  us ;  the  winds  lution,  which  in  the  ftrongeic  manner 

detained  James's  fleet  at  anchor;  while  julHiies  it ;  I  make  no  fcrupie  now  to 

they,    direBing    the^   courle    of  the  fay,  thar  the  Refolution,  though  ap- 

Prince,  enabled  him  without  any  lofs  pearing  to  point  out  i'everal  kinds  of 

to  land  in  England,  at  a  time  when  criminality,  yet  has    only    one  idea 

no  perfon  thought  of  a  Revolution,  thus  varioufly  reprefented. 

which  was   deftined    to    take   place,  *' Resolved, That  King  Jam.es  the 

v/ithin  but  a  few  weeks.     Unexpeft-  Second,  ha-uhig  entlea-vcnred  to  Jubvert 

ed,  wonderful,  and  rapid  movements,  the  ConlHtution  of  the  kingdom,  by 

charaflerize  the  Eritilh  and  American  breaking  the  original  contract  betv/eeu 

Revolutions: — They   do  not  appear  King  and  people  ;  and  by  the  advice 

to  have  been  premeditated  by  man.  ofjefuits,  and  other  wicked  perlbns. 

And  from  fo  cicfe  a  fimilitude,  in  fo  ho-ving     •violated    the    fundamciual 

many  points,  between  the  two  Revo-  laws;  and  haz'ing  ivithdraxvit   !:!»:- 

lutions,  we  have  great  realon  to  hope,  y^^  out  of  the   kingdom,    has  ahdi- 

that  tiie  American,  like  the  Britifli,  cated  the  governmentj  and   that  the 

will  be  liable  againft  the           .  throne  is  thereby  vacarjt.-' 

Aj  I  fuid  before,  in  my  laf!:  charge,  But,  before  I   make    any  further 

I  drew  a  parrailel  between  the  cauies  obfervation  upon  this  Refnlution,  al- 

wliich  occafioned  the  Engliih  Revo-  lovv'  me  to  fhew  you  the  fenfe  of  Scot- 

lution,    and  thofe   which  occafioned  land  in  the  laft,  and  of  America   in 

our  local  Revolution  in  March  lail  ;  the  prefsnt  century,  touching  an  ab- 

and  I  examined   the  famous  Refolu-  dication   of   government ;    and  you 

tion  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  will  find,  that   the  voice  of  Nature 

England,  at  WeUminfter,  declaring  is  the  fame  in  either  extremity  of  the 

the  law  upon  James's  conduft.     The  glebe,  and  in  different  ages, 

two  iirft  points   of  it   applied  to  our  The  eitates  of  Scotland  having;- en u- 

own  cafe  in  the  clofv^ft  manner  ;  and  merated  King  James's   mal-adminl- 

in  applying  the   third,    treating   of  uration,  and  in  which   there  was  no 

James's  withdrawing,  I  pointed  out,  article  of  withdrawing,  they  declared, 

that  the  abdication  of  the  regal  go-  that     "  thereby  he  had    forefaulted 

vernment  among  us,  was  imm,edialely  the  Rights  of  the    Crown^    and  the 

effefted,  not  only  by  the  withdraw-  Throne  was  become  vacant." — And 

ing  of  the  Regal  SubiHtute,  v/ith  the  the  Reprefentatives     of  the  United 

Eniigns    of  Government ;     but  that  States  of  America,  ilating  their  griev- 

had   withdrawn  him-  ances  under                                  ,  de- 

(elf,  "  by  vathdrawing  the  conftitu-  creed,  that  "  he  has  abdicated  Go- 

tional  benefits  of  the                   oilice,  vernment  here,  by  declaring  us  out 

^nd  his  proteftion  out  of  this  coun-  of  his  prcteftion,    and  waging   war 

try."     Thus  couching  my   thoughts  againft  us." — And,  that  "a            , 

upon  the  arcicle  of  the  withdrawing,  v/hofe  charafter  is   thus   marked   b/ 

in  order   that   the  parallel  fliould  be  every  aft  which  may  define  a             , 

continued  throughout  as  clofe  as  the  is  unfit  to  be  the             of  a  free  peo- 

lubjefc  v/ould    admit,     without    at-  pie." 

fempting  to  cxtraft  the  eHence  from  Thus,  in  each  cafe  it  is  apparent, 

the  iubftance  of  the  refoiution,  tode-  the  abdication  or   forefaulting  took 

pipnlVate  fhat  fuch  a  paiaJIel  was  not  place  from    but  one  and  the  fame 

caijfq 
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caufe — i'}e  failure  of  protc8ion  : — 
And  this  is  the  lingle  idea,  that  1  ap- 
prehend is  in  the  Refolution  of  Well- 
minfter.  Search  to  underlland,  what 
is  a  breacli  of  the  original  contraft — 
■what  a  violation  of  the  fundamental 
laws  — wherein  confifted  the  crimina- 
lity cf  James's  withdrawing  ?  Your 
enquiry    muft      terminate     thus — a 

failure  of  proteBion.^  Independent  of  Nature  has  borne  Britilh  oppreilion, 
the  nature  of  the  fubjcd,  the  hillory  fo  long  as  it  was  tolerable;  but,  there 
of  that  time,  warrants  this  conflruc-  is  a  load  of  injury  which  cannot  be 
ticn  upon  the  withdrawing  in  parti-  endured.  Nature  felt  it.  And,  ths 
cular.  For  upon  James's  rinl  fiying  people  of  America,  ading  upon  na- 
fi-om  Whitehall,  quitting  the  admi-  tural  principles,  by  the  mouths  of 
ainiibationwithoutprovidingapower  their  reprefentatives  in  Congrefs  af- 
to  proteft  the  people,  he  was  confi-     fembled,    at    Philadelphia,    on    the 


opprefljon  ought  to  be. removed,  or 
an  abdication  or  forefaulting  of  the 
government  may  be  induced  ;  cannot 
precifely  be  afcert'dned,  and  laid 
down  as  rules  to  the  world.  Huma- 
nity is  interelled  in  thefe  fubjeds. 
Nature  alone  will  judge;  and  Ihc 
will  decide  upon  the  occalion,  without 
regard    to  precedent.     In    America, 


derc;d  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
the  heads  of  the  Englilli  nation,  as 
having  then  abfolutely  abdicated  the 
government,  and  terminated  his 
reign  ;  and  they  treated  him  accord- 
ingly upon  his  fudden return  to  White- 
hall ;  from  whence  he  was  immediate- 
ly ejected.  In  fhort,  a  failure  of 
prcteftion  being  once  ellabliflied,  it 
necefTarily  includes,  and  implies  a 
charge  of  a  breach  cf  original  con- 
tract— a  violation  of  fundamental 
laws — and  a  withdrawing  of  the 
K.mg :  I  do  not  mean  the  individual 
perfon,  but  the  officer  fo  called.  For, 
the  officer  being  conftituted  to  dif- 
penfe  protedcion,  and  there  being  a 


fourth  day  of  July  lalt,  awfully  de- 
clared— and  revere  the  fcntence  ! . 

"  'Fhat  thefe  United  Colonies  are, 
and  of  right  ought  to  be,  Free  and 
Independent  States;  that  they  are  ab- 
folved  from  all  allegiance  to  the 

;  and  that  all  political 
connexion  between  them  and  the 
State  of  Great-Britain,  is,  and  ought 
to  be  totally  diflblved." 

A  Decree  is  now  gone  forth, 
NOT  to  be  recalled  !  And,  thus  has 
fuddenly  arifen  in  the  world,  a  new 
empire,  lliled,  The  United  States  of 
America.  An  empire,  that  as  foon 
as  ftarted  into  exiftence,  attrads  the 
attention  of  the  relt  of  the  univerie  ; 
failure  of  it,  it  is  t\\i^tnx  prima  facie,  and  bidb  fair,  by  the  bleffingof  God, 
that  the  officer  is  withdrawn;  and  in  to  be  the  molt  glonous  of  any  upoa 
reality,  becaule  the  lav/ will  not  ad-  record.  America  hails  Europe,  Afia 
mit,  that  the  officer  can  be  prefent  and  and  Africa!  — She  proffers  pejce  and 
not   difpenle   prctefticn,  as  the  law     plenty  ! 


afcribes  to  the  King  in  his  political 
capacity  abfolute  perfe^lion ;  and 
tlierelore  it  will  intend  a  withdrawing 
and  abdication,  in  exxlafion  of  any 
idea  of  his  beir.g  present  and  doing 
wrong.  Protei^tion  was  the  great  end 
for  which  mankind  formed  focicties. 
On    this   hang    all  the    duties    of  a 


This  Revolution,  forming  one  of 
of  the  moil  important  epocha's  in  the 
hillory,  not  of  a  nation,  but,  of  the 
world,  is,  as  it  were,  am  eminence 
from  which  we  may  obferve  the  things 
around  us.  And,  I  am  naturally  led 
to  explain  the  value  of  ihat  grand  ob- 
jetH;  now  in  our  poffeffion  and  view- 


King.     It  is  the  one  thing  needful     to  Hate  the  American  ability  by  arms 
inri-yaity.  to  maintain  the   acquilition— and  to 

Upcn  the  whole,  what  is  Civil  fhew  the  conduct,  by  which  a  pa- 
Libert}  ,  or,  by  what  condudl  it  may  triotic  Grand  Jury  may  aid  the  eilab- 
|?e  opr  reffed  ;    by  what  means  the    liihmeat  of  cur  infant  einpire. 

To 


(     33^^    ) 


To  make  men  Tenfible  of  the  value 
of  the  object  now  in  our  pofi'effion, 
we  need  no  ingenuity  of  thought,  or 
<Iifplay  of  eloquence.  To  him  who 
■doubts  of  the  meridian  fun,  it  is  fuf- 
iicient  to  point  to  it.  So  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  as  well  to  demonftrate  the 
value  of  the  objed,  as  the  juilice  of 
cur  claim  to  it,  we  need  only  hold  it 
iip  to  view.  It  is,  to  maintain 
AMONG  t?ie  Powers  of  the 
Earth,  the  separate,  and 
EO^AL  Station  to  which  the 
Laws  cf  Nature  and  of  Na- 
ture's God  entitle  us.  A  few 
months  age,  we  fought  only  to  pre- 
ferve  to  the  labourer  the  fruits  of  his 
toil,  free  from  the  all-covering  grafp 
of  the  Britifli  ,  alieni  appetem. 

Jut  profujiis  ;  and  to  defend  a  people 
from  being  like  brute  beafts  bound  in 
all  cafes  whatfoever.  But,  theie  two 
laft  ingredients  to  majce  life  agree- 
able, are  now  melted  into,  insepa- 
rably blended  with,  and  wholly  in- 
cluded in  the  firll,  which  is  now  be- 
come the  Object,  for  which  Ame- 
rica, ex  neccjjitate,  wars  againft  Bri- 
tain—And  I  Ihall  now  point  out  to 
you  the  Continental  ability,  by  arms 
to  maintain  this  invaluable  ftation. 

When  in  modern  times,  Philip  of 
Spain  became  the  tyrant  of  the  Low 
Countries  in  Europe;  of  feventcen 
provinces  which  compofed  thofe  ter- 
ritories, feven  only  eileftually  confe- 
derated to  preferve  their  liberties,  or 
to  perilh  in  the  attem.pt.  They  faw 
Philip,  the  moft  powerful  Prince  in 
the  Old  World,  and  mailer  of  Mexico 

and  Peru  in  the  New Nations,  in- 

ceiTantly  jiouring  into  his  territories, 
floods  of  gold  and  filver.  They  faw 
Jiim  pofieited  of  the  bea  trcop.s,  and 
the  moil;  formidable  navy  in  the  uni- 
verfe ;    and  aiming  at  no  lefs  than 

Univerfal    monarchy! But,    thefe 

feven  provinces,  m.aking  but  a  {peck 
jipon  the  globe,  faw  themfelves  with- 
out armies,  fleets,  or  funds  of  rno- 
nev :  yet  feeing  thtmfelves  oa  the 
point  of  being,  by  a  tyrant,  bcuad 


in  all  cafes  whati'be\'er,  mhJy  relyln* 
upon  Pro'videnceandthejujlice  of  their 
catife,  they  refolved  to  oppofe  the  ty- 
rant's whole  force,  and  atleaft  dejer^e 
to  be  free.  They  fought,  they  bled; 
and  were  often  brought  to  the  door 
of  deilrudlion.  They  redoubled 
their  Efforts  in  Proportion 
TO  their  Danger.  And,  the  in- 
habitants oi  xki'&x  fpeck  of  earth,  com- 
pelled the  m.afler  of  dominions  fo  ex- 
tenfive,  tiiat  it  was  boafted  the  fun 
was  never  abfent,  to  treat  with  them 
as  a  free  and  independent  people  ! 

For  a  moment,  and  with  the  aid 
of  a  fearful  imagination,  let  us  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  American  States  are 
now  as  defencelefs  as  the  Hollanders 
then    were;   and   that   the 

is  now  as  powerful  as 
Pliilip  then  was.  Yet  even  fuch  a 
ftate  of  things,  could  not  be  a  plea 
for  any  degree  of  fubmiffion  on  our 
part.  Did  not  the  Hollanders  op- 
pofe  their  vveaknefs  to  the  ftrength 
of  Spain  ?  Are  not  the  Americans  en- 
gaged in  as  good  a  caufe  as  the  Hol- 
landers fought  in  ?  Are  the  Ameri- 
cans lefs  in  love  with  liberty  than  the 
Hollanders  were .''  Shall  we  not  in 
this,  a  fimllar  caufe,  dare  thofe  perils 
tliat  they  fuccefsfully  com.bated  ? 
Shall  we  not  de/er^e  freedom  !  —  Our 
pall  aftions  prefage  our  future  at- 
chievements ;  and  animate  us  in  our 
military  ejForts  for  "  peace,  liberty 

and   fafety." But,    fee    the   real 

poweis  of  Great-Britain. 

Staggering  beneath  the  load  of  an 
enormous  debt,  the  very  annual  in-, 
tereit  of  which,  in  the  year  1775, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  four  millions 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pouTids  llcrling;  Great-Britain  fcarce- 
ly  fupports  the  weight,  v.'hich  is  yet 
rapidly  increafing.  During  the  prc- 
fent  year,  f!ie  profccutes  the  war  a:  a 
charge  of  more  tfian  nineteen  millions 
ilerling,  incurred  by  aftual  expeaces, 
and  by  lofs  of  revenue  in  confequenc* 
of  tlie  Vv'.ir.  Her  trade,  her  only  re- 
fourcc  for  r.;oney,  is  nuw  in  a  manner 

deflroyed  j 


dellToyed  ;  for  her  principal  trade, 
which  was  to  this  Continent,  is  now 
at  an  end;  and  (lie  fullains  heavy, 
very  heavy  lofies  by  the  American 
captures  of  her  Weft-India  fliips. 
Her  manufadures  are  almoft  at  their 
laft  morfel.  Her  public  credit  is  cer- 
tain to  fail  even  by  a  fliort  continu- 
ance of  the  war.  Her  fleets  are  not 
half  manned.  And  ihe  is  fo  deftitute 
cf  an  army,  that  flie  is  reduced  to 
fupplicate  even  the  petty  German 
Princes  for  afiiftance;  and  thinks  it 
worth  her  while  to  make  a  feparate 

treaty  to  procure  only  668  men  ! 

a  lajl  effort  to  form  an   army  in  Ame- 
rica.    But,  after  all  this  humiliating 
exertion,  Ihe  has,  e-ven  upo7i  paper, 
raifed  a  German  army  of  only  16,868 
men,    who,  with   about  14,000  na- 
tional   troops,    and    a  few   Hanove- 
rian regiments,   compofe  the   whole 
military  force  that  iTie  can  colleft  for 
the  American  fcrvice.     Nay,  fo   ar- 
duous a  talk  was  even  this,  that  her 
grand  arm.y  of  about  26,000  men, 
could  not  open  the  prefent  campaign 
before  the  end  of  Auguft  laft.     Add 
to   thefe  particulars,    the  troops   are 
unaccuftomed  to  the  fudden  viciffi- 
tudes  of  the  American  climate,  and 
the  extremes  of  cold,  heat,  and  rain. 
I'jiey  cannot  proceed  without  camp 
equipage,  becaufe  they  are  uled  to 
fuch   luxuries.     The   very   fcene    of 
their  opcr.itions  is  a  matter  of  difcou- 
ragcmcnt    to    them,     becaufe    they 
know  HOt  the  country  ;  and  for  their 
fuppHes    of   men,    ftores,    and    the 
greatelt  part  of  their  provifions,  they 
muft  look  to  Great-Britain — and  there 
is  a  vaft  abyfs  between.    Hence,  their 
fupplies  mull  be  precarious  at  beft ; 
and  failing,    they  may   be  involved 
in  ruin.     A  check  may  affeft  them 
as  a  defeat — a  defeat  \\\   battle  may 
annihilate    their   very    army.      Such 
fcems  to   be  the  ftuation  of  Great- 
Britain,  while  only  the  American  war 
is  on  her  hands.     But,  do  we  not  fee 
France    and   Spain,    her    inveterate 
enemies,  now  watching  for  the  critical 
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mom.ent  when  they  iTiall  fwallow  Op- 
her  Weft-India  lliands !    When   this> 
crifis   appears,  which  from   the  now 
quick   arrivals  of  French   veiiels    in 
America;   and   from    the    forces  al- 
ready colleded,  and  others  now  daily 
poured    into    the    iflands    by    thole 
powers,  cannot  be  far  diftant,  what 
will  be  the  lituation  of  Great-Britain  \ 
On    the   ether  hand,    America  is 
pofiefi'ed  of  refources    lor   the   war, 
which  appear  as  foon  as  enquired  af- 
ter ;  are  found  only  by  being  fought 
for ;    and    are   but   fcarce   imagined 
even   when   found.      Strong   in   her 
union,  on  each  coaft  and  frontier,  fhe 
meets  the  invaders,  whether  Britiih  or 
Indian  favages,  repelling  their  allied 
attacks.      The  Americans  now    live 
without  luxury.    They  are  habituated 
to  defpife  their  yearly  profits  by  agri- 
culture and  trade.     1  hev   engage- 
in    THE   War    from    Principle, 
They  follow  their  leaders   to  batrle 
with  perfonal  afFedion.     Natives  of 
the  climate,  they  bear  the  vicifTitudes 
and  extremities  of  the  weather— hardy 
and  robull,  they  need  no  camp  equi- 
page, and  they  march  with  celerity. 
The  common  people  have  acute  un- 
derftandings ;  and  there  are  thofe  in 
the  higher  ftations,  who  are  acquaint-* 
ed  with  the  arts  and    fciences  •  and 
have  a  comprehenfive  view  of  things 
equally   with  thofe   who  ail  againll 
them.     In   ihort,    the  American   ar- 
mies meet  the  war  where  they  may 
be  conlbmtly  recruited  and  fubfifted  ; 
comforted  by  the  aid  of  their  neigh- 
bours,   and   by  retlefcions   upon    the^ 
juftice  of  their  caufe  ;  and  animated 
by  feeing,  that  they   are  arrayed  in 
the  defence  of  all  that  is^  or  can  be 
dear  to  them. 

From  fuch  a  people  every  thing  is 
to  be  hoped  for,  nothing  is  to  be 
doubted  of.  Such  a  people,  though 
young  in  the  practice  of  war,  ever 
were  fuperior  to  veteran  troops.  To 
prove  this,  fhall  I  direft  j'our  atten- 
tion to  Europe,  Afta,  and  Africa,  in 
their   hiiioriey  to  point  out   to   you 

liuuiberkfs 
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numberlcfs  inllances  of  this  fort? 
No,  Gentlemen,  America  now  at- 
trafts  the  eyes  of  the  world  :  fhe  de- 
ferves  our  whole  attention — let  us  not 
fearch  abroad  and  in  remote  or  mo- 
dern times,  for  inllaQces  of  fuch  a 
kind  as  we  can  find  at  home  and  in 
our  own  day.  Need  I  mention,  that 
fuch  a  people,  young  In  the  art  of 
war,  beat  vcter.in  troops  at  Lexing- 
ton ;  flaiightered  them  at  Bunker's- 
hill  ;  and  drove  them  out  of  Bollon  ! 
or  remind  you  of  Sullivan's  Ifland, 
where,  in  an  unfinished  wooden  fort, 
on  a  flat  coall,  fuch  men,  during  »  i 
hours,  and  at  the  dillance  of  500 
yards,  flood  the  whole  and  uninter- 
mitted  fire  of  a  Britilli  fquadron  of  2 
ihips  of  the  line,  5  frigates  and  a 
bomb  ;  and  vvith  15  pieces  of  cannon, 
caufed  the  enemy  to  burn  one  of  their 
largeft  frigates,  and  to  fly  with  the 
rell  of  the  fquadron  in  a  fliattercd 
condition,  from  before  our  capital  I 

Such  a  contrafled  ftate  of  the  powers 
of  America  and  of  Britain,  is,  I  ap- 
prehend, a  juilreprefentation  of  their 
iibliities  With  regard  to  the  prefent 
war  ;  and  if  America  behaves  worthy 
of  herfelf,  I  fee  no  caufe  to  fear  the 
enemy.  However,  in  fuch  a  con- 
flift,  we  ought  to  expeft  difficulties, 
dangers  and  defeats  "  What,  fliall 
we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God, 
and  fliall  we  not  receive  evil?"  Job's 
perfeverance  in  his  duty  under  every 
calamity,  at  length  raifed  him  to  the 
height  of  human  feliciry;  and,  if  we 
are  firm,  even  our  defeats  will  operate 
to  our  benefit.  Let  us  remember, 
that  it  -Aas  to  the  danger  in  which  the 
Roman  State  v/as  reared,  that  fhe 
owed  her  illullrious  men  and  imperial 
fortune.  The  Roman  dignity  was 
Eever  fo  majelHc ;  her  glory  never  ib 
refplendent ;  her  fortitude  and  exer- 
tions never  fo  confpicuous  and  ner- 
vous, as  when  Hannibal,  in  the  fuc- 
ceil;\e  battles  of  Trabia,  Thrafyme- 
nvss,  and  Canna;,  having  almoll  ex- 
tirpated their  v/hole  military  force, 
tl>e  'i'i'Jj    Si/ite  -wa'   on  fhe  hrrKk  of 
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diJJ'olution.     The  Romans  de/er-ved-^ 
and  they  acquired  vidlory  ! 

And  now,  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand 
Jury,  having  in  this  manner  con- 
fidered  the  nature  of  the  American 
Revolution  upon  circumflancesof  faft, 
and  principles  of  law,  I  am  to  mark 
the  condud  v^hich  you  ought  to  pur- 
fue,  and  which  will  enable  you  to 
aid  the  eflabliftiment  of  our  infant 
empire.  But,  that  I  may  naturally 
introduce  this  fubjeft,  I  fliall  firll 
flate  and  explain  to  you,  the  princi- 
pal articles  of  the  enquiry  vvjiich  you 
are  fwcrn  to  make  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  and  for  the  body  of  this  dif- 
trift ;  and  thefe  articles  I  fliall  ar- 
range under  two  heads.  The  one  re- 
lating to  crimes  and  mifdemeanours 
immediately  injurious  to  individuals 
—  the  other  relating  to  fuch  as  ai-e  in- 
jurious to  the  State. 

Thofe  criminal  injuries  that  afFccl 
individuals,  refped  either  their  per- 
fonSi  habitations,  or  property.  Of 
thefe  injuries,  the  moft  important  are 
fuch  as  afft'61  the  perfon ;  and  of 
fuch,  the  adl  depriving  the  perfon  of 
life  is  the  m.ofl  enormous. 

In  the  contemplation  of  law,  every 
taking  of  life  is  a  homicide ;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  particular  circum- 
flances  of  each  cafe,  this  homicide  is 
purely  voluntary,  including  the  cafes 
of  felony,  as  felf-murder-,  murdet* 
refpefting  another,  and  manflaughter : 
or,  the  homicide  is  purely  involuntary, 
as  per  infortunium ,  mifadventure  :  or, 
of  a  mixed  kind,  ex  necajjitate;  as/? 
defejid.-ndo  inducing  a  forfeiture  ;  or 
being  under  the  requifition  or  per- 
mlffion  of  law  and  not  inducing  any  : 
and  thus,  homicide  is  either  jufli-' 
fiable,  excufable  or  felonious. 

It  is  jullifiable  in  all  cales  ex  m- 
ccjjitate  ;  as  when  the  life  is  taken  by 
the  legal  execution  of  a  criminal ;  or 
for  the  advancement  of  juiUce  ;  or 
for  the  prevention  of  fomc  atrocious 
crime'. 

It  is  excufable  in  cafes  ^t-r  trtfcrtit- 
nium,  mifadventure  ;  as  \\  hen  life  is 

taken 
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taten  by  the  doing  a  lawful  aft  with- 
out any  evil  intention  :  fo  in  cafes  /e 
defendertdo,  as  a  man  being  attacked 
without  any  provocation  on  his  part, 
and  having  bona  fide  retreated  as  far 
as  he  fafely  could,  when  for  felf-pre- 
fervation  he  kills  the  aggreHbr.  And 
although  this  laft  arifes  ex  mccjfitate, 
and  it  would  therefore  feem  to  be  ra- 
ther jullifiable  than  excufeablc,  yet 
the  law  intitles  it  ?iecejjitas  culpabilis, 
and  thereby  diftinguilhes  it  from  the 
other.  For,  the  law  fo  highly  re- 
fpefts  the  life  of  a  man,  that  it  al- 
ways intends  fome  milbehaviour  in 
the  perfon  who  takes  it  away  without 
an  exprefs  legal  command  or  per- 
miflion. 

But,  homicide  is  felonious  in  all 
tafes  of  manllaughter,  murder,  and 
felf-murder.  In  cafes  of  man- 
flaughter,  as  killing  another  without 
any  degree  of  malice  ;  and  this  kill- 
ing may  be  either  voluntary,  by  a 
fudden  aft  of  revenge  on  a  fudden 
provocation  and  heat ;  or  it  may  be; 
yet  not  firiSlly  fo,  involuntary,  being 
in  the  commiffion  of  fome  unlawful 
aft  under  the  degree  of  felony ;  for 
this  killing  being  the  confequence  of 
the  unlawful  aft  'voluntarily  entered 
upon,  the  law,  becaufe  of  the  pre- 
*uioits  intent,  will  transfer  this,  Irom 
the  original  to  the  confequential  ob- 
jeft. 

In  cafes  of  murder,  as  killing  an- 
other perfon  ex  malitid  pracogitatd  : 
and  here  it  is  neceffary  that  I  particu- 
larly explain  v/hat  the  law  confiders 
as  malice  prepenfe. — Malice  prepenfe 
then,  is  an  inclination  of  the  mind, 
not  fo  properly  bearing  ill-will  to  the 
perfon  killed,  the  commonly  received 
notion,  as  containing  any  e'vil  dcfign, 
the  diftate  of  a  wicked  and  malig- 
nant heart.  The  difcovery  of  this 
fecret  inclination  of  the  mind  mull 
arife,  becaufe  it  cannot  any  otherwife, 
only  from  the  external  effefts  of  it ; 
and  by  fuch  evidence,  the  malignity 
of  the  mind  is  held  either  exprefs  in 
feft,  or  imjjlied  in  law»     Thus,  ma- 
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lice  prepenfe  is  held  to  be  exprefs  in 
faft,  when  there  is  evidence  of  a  lay- 
ing in  wait,  or  of  nienaclngs  antece- 
dent, grudges,  or  deliberate  com- 
pafTmgs  to  do  fome  bodily  harm; 
Even  upon  a  fudden  provocation,  the 
one  beating  or  treating  another  in  an 
exceffive  and  cruel  manner,  fo  that 
he  dies,  though  he  did  not  intend  his 
death,  the  flayer  difplays  an  exprefs 
enjil  defign,  the  genuine  fenfe  of  ma- 
lice. This  is  evidence  of  a  bad 
heart,  and  tile  aft  is  equivalent  to  a 
deliberate  aft  of  flaughter.  So  any 
v/ilful  aftionj  likely  in  its  nature  to 
kill,  without  its  being  aimed  at  any 
perfon  in  particular :  for  this  Ihews 
an  enmity  to  all  mankind.  So  if 
two  or  more  come  to  do  any  felony, 
or  any  unlawful  aft,  the  probable 
confequence  of  which  might  be  blood- 
fhed,  and  one  of  them  kills  a  man  , 
it  is  murder  in  them  all,  becaufe  of 
the  unlawful  aft,  the  malitid  pr^e- 
cogitatd,  or  e'vil  intended.  But,  ma- 
lice prepenfe  is  held  to  be  implied  in 
when  one  kills  an  officer  of  juf- 
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tice  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  or 
any  perfon  affifting  him,  though  not 
fpecially  called.  Or  when  without 
fufficient  provocation,  and  ho  af- 
front by  words  or  gellures  only,  is 
a  fufficient  provocation,  a  man  fud- 
denly  kilis  another;  Or,  when  upon 
a  chiding  between  hufband  and  wife, 
the  hulband  ftrikes  the  v/ife  with  a 
peftle,  or  other  dangerous  weapon, 
and  Ihe  prefently  dies.  Thefe  and 
fimilar  inftances  are  evidences  of  a 
malice  prepenfe  on  the  part  of  the 
llayerj  and  he  fhall  be  held  guilty  of 

murder ■■  la  cafes  of  felf-murder, 

there  muft  be  a  voluntary  and  deli- 
berate putting  an  end  to  one's  exift-v 
ence  ;  or  doing  fome  unlawful,  mali- 
cious aft,  the  confequence  of  which 
is  his  own  death.  In  a  word,  all 
homicide  is  prefumed to  be  malicious, 
until  the  contrary  is  made  to  appear 
in  evidence. 

There  is  a  regular  gradation  of 
importance  in  the  component  parts  of 
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the  unlverfal  fyflem ;  and  therefore, 
there  muft  be  a  fcale  marking  the  de- 
grees of  injury.  We  ha.ve  examined 
the  higheft  injury  that  can  be  com- 
mitted or  perpetrated  upon  the  perlon 

of  an  individual let  us  now  turn 

our  attention  to  fuch  injuries  a^fainfi: 
the  perfon,  as  are  of  an  inferior  na- 
ture. 

Of  thefe,  the  firfl  in  degree  is  m:iy- 
ham,  which  is  the  cutting  out,  with 
malice  prepenfe,  or  difabiing  the 
tongue,  putting  out  an  eye,  flitting 
the  nofe,  cutting  oft"  a  nofe  or  lip,  or 
depriving  another  of  the  ufe  of  fuch 
of  his  members  as  may  render  him 
the  lefs  able  to  defend  himfelf,  or  an- 
noy his  adverfary.  The  next  is  rape. 
Then  the  infamous  crime  againft  na- 
ture. Thefe  are  felonies.  But,  there 
are  yet  other  injuries  againfl:  the  per- 
fon, which  being  of  a  lefs  flagrant 
degree,  are,  by  the  tendernefs  of  the 
law,  defcribed  under  the  gentler  term 
of  mifdemeanors.  Such  are  aflaults, 
batteries,  wounding,  falfe  imprifon- 
inent,  and  kidnapping.  Here,  in  a 
manner,  terminates  the  fcale  of  inju- 
ries againft  the  perfon  :  we  will  now 
ftate  fuch  as  may  be  perpetrated 
againfl  his  manfion,  or  habitation. 

By  the  univerfal  confent  of  all  ages, 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  man  was,  and 
is  endowed  with  peculiar  immunities 
and  valuable  privileges.  Among  the 
ancients,  if  even  an  enemy  reached 
the  fire-place  of  the  houfe,  he  was 
fureof  proteftion.  Thus  we  find  Co- 
riolanus  at  the  fire-place  of  Tullus 
Aufidius,  chief  of  the  Volfcian  nation, 
difcovering  himfelf  to  Aufidius,  his 
public  and  private  enemy,  and  fup- 
plicating  and  receiving  his  protedion 
againft  Rome,  from  whence  he  was 
banifhed.  And,  on  this  fubjeft  of  a 
dwelling,  Cicero,  the  great  Roman 
lawyer,  orator,  and  ftatefman,  thus 
pathetically  exprefies himfelf.  "  What 
is  more  inviolable,  what  better  de- 
fended by  religion,  than  the  houfe  of 
a  citizen  ''  Here  are  his  altars,  here 
Jus  £re-hearth«  are  contained— -this 


place  of  refuge  is  To  facred  to  all  men, 
that  to  be  dragged  from  thence  is  un- 
lawful." In  like  manner  we  find, 
that  at  Athens  the  habitation  was  par- 
ticularly protefted  by  the  law  :  bur- 
glary was  there  punilhed  v/ith  death, 
although  theft  was  not.  And  our 
law  hath  fo  fpecial  a  regard  to  a  man's 
dwelling-houfe,  that  it  terms  it  his 
caftle,  and  v/ill  not  fnifer  it  to  b« 
violated  with  impunity.  The  law 
ranges  the  injuries  againft  it  under 
two  heads-^Arfon,  and  hamefecken 
or  houfebreaking  :  and,  this  laft  it 
divides  into  legal  or  proper  burgu- 
lary,  which  is  noftumal  houfebreak- 
ing, and  houfebreaking  by  day. 

Arfon  is  an  injury  that  tends  by 
fire  to  annihilate  the  habitation  of 
another  perfon  ;  or  other  houfe,  that, 
being  within  the  curtilage  or  home- 
ftall,  may  be  reafonably  efteemed  a 
parcel  of  it,  tliough  not  contiguous. 
So  a  barn  in  the  field  with  hay  or 
corn  in  it.  But,  this  injury  by  fire, 
muft  be  done  with  a  malicious  intent; 
otherwifeit  is  only  trefpafs. 

Burglary,  is  a  breaking  and  en- 
tering in  the  night  time,  the  man- 
fion-houfe  of  another,  with  intent  to 
commit  fome  felony  therein,  whether 
the  felonious  intent  be  executed  or 
not  :  and  all  fuch  houfes  are  the  ob- 
jefts  of  burglary,  and  of  houfe- 
breaking,  as  are  defcribed  in  the  cafe 
of  Arfon 

But,  to  violate  this  place  of  pro- 
tedlion  in  the  day,  by  robbing  there- 
in, and  putting  any  dweller  in  fear, 
although  there  be  no  adlual  breach  of 
the  houfe  :  or  by  breaking  and  rob- 
bing in  the  houfe,  a  dweller  being 
therein  and  not  put  in  fear  :  or  by 
robbing  and  breaking  the  houfe  ac- 
tually taking  fomething,  none  being 
in  the  houfe  :  or  by  fclonioufly  taking 
away  fomething  to  the  value  of  35s. 
currency,  or  upwards,  no  perfon  be- 
ing in  the  houfe  :  or  by  breaking  the 
houfe  with  intent  to  commit  a  felony, 
any  perfon  being  in  the  houfe  and  put 
in  fear,  though  nothing  be  aftualjy 

tnkea ; 
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taken  :  any  fuch  violation  is  called 
houfebreaking — a  crime  not  of  lo  atro- 
cious a  nature  as  burglary.     For,  in 
the  contemplation  of  our  law,  as  well 
as  of  all  otliers,  violences  pet-petrated 
in  the  night,  are  of  a  more  malignant 
tendency  than  fimilar  ones  by  day  : 
becaufe,  attacks  in  the  night  occafion 
a  greater  degree  of  terror  ;  and   be- 
caufe, they  are  in  a  feafon  by  Nature 
appropriated  to  the  neceflary  rell:  and 
refrefhment    of    the    human     body, 
which  is  then,  by  fleep,  difarmed  of 
all  attention  to  its  defence. 

V/ith  refpect  to  injuries  againft  a 
man's  perfonal  property,  they  are  to 
be  coniidered  under  three  heads. — 
Larceny,  malicious  Mif..hief,  For- 
l^ery.  And  Larceny,  the  firft  of  thefe, 
is  either  fimple  or  mixt. 

Simple  larceny,  or  common  theft, 
is  a  felonious  and  fraudulent  taking 
and  carrying  away,  the  mere  perfonal 
goods  of  another — here,  no  violence 
or  fear  is  implied.  If  goods  fo  taken 
are  above  the  value  of  fe-ven  fijilUngs 
currency,  the  offence  is  termed  grand 
larceny  :  but  if  they  are  not  exceed- 
ing that  value,  the  aft  is /^m  larceny. 
—Mixt  larceny,  has  in  it  all  the  in- 
gredients of  fimple  larceny  ;  but  it 
is  aggravated  by  a  taking  from  the 
houfe  or  perfon  ;  and  this  taking,  is 
yet  aggravated  if  it  is  under  the  im- 
preflion  of  violence  or  fear.  Such  a 
taking  in  the  houfe  with  or  without 
violence  or  fear,  may  or  may  not 
fall  within  the  crimes  of  burglary  or 
"houfebreaking,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances.  And,  fuch  a  taking  from 
the  perfon,  without,  or  with  violence 
or  fear,  will  be  put  ilmple  larceny  in 
the  firft  cafe  ;  in  the  other,  it  is  a 
robbery,  and  the  value  is  of  no  con- 
fi  deration. 

Malicious  mifchief,  is  a  fpecies  of 
injury  that  bears  a  near  relation  to 
the  crime  of  arfon.  A  dwelling  is 
the  obje£l  of  arfon  ;  but,  other  pro- 
perty is  the  fubjeft  for  malicious  mif- 
chief to  operate  upon  ;  and  indeed 
this  ipirit  of  wanton  cruelty  h»s  a 


wide  field  of  aaion.  This  horribre 
fpirit  diiplays  itfelf  by  burning  orde- 
ftroying  the  property  of  another,  as  a 
Itack  of  rice,  corn  or  other  grain  ; 
or  any  tar-kiln,  barrels  of  pitch,  tur- 
pentine, rofin,  or  other  growth,  pro- 
duifl,  or  manufafture  of  this  State  : 
or  killing  or  dellroying  any  horfes, 
flieep,  or  other  cattle. 

ht  length,  the  crime  of  forger/ 
concludes  the  calendar  of  public  of- 
fences againft  the  property  of  an  in- 
dividual :  I  need  only  define  the 
crime  :  it  is  a  fraudulent  making  or 
alteration  of  a  writing  to  the  prejudice 
of  another  perfon. 

Having  in  this  manner  marked  out 
to  you,  the  diftinguifliing  features   of 
the^  principal    crimes    and   injurie* 
againft  the    perfon,   habitation    and 
property  of   an    individual,    I    no\T 
defire  your  attention,  and  I  fhall  not 
long  detain  it,  while  I  delineate  thof« 
againft  the  State  ;  objefts  which  ought 
moft  carefully  to  be  obferved  where- 
ever  they  appear.     I  have  purpofeljr 
thus    referved  this    fubjeft,  as  well, 
becaufe  it   is  of  the  moft  important 
nature,    and    virtually   includes  the 
other  ;  as  that  by  being  the  laji  de- 
fcribed,  you  may  be  the  77iore  likely  to 
retain   the  impreflion  of  it.     Every 
outrage  and  violence  againft  the  per- 
fon, habitation  or  property  of  an  in- 
dividual, is  a  crime,  a  mifdemeanor, 
or  a  contempt,    and  therefore  an  in- 
jury againft  the  State,  bound  by  ori- 
ginal compad  to  pro teft  the  individual 
in  his  rights.     For,  no  man  conceiv- 
ing himlelf  injured,  has  any  authority 
or  ihadovv  of  it,  to  redrefs  himfelf ; 
becaufe    the    State    has    eftabliftied 
courts    which    are    'v indices   injuria- 
rum.     Hence,  every  criminal  injury 
againft  the  individual,  muft  ultimate- 
ly -xvound  the  State  ;  and  be  included 
in  the  oftences  againft  the  body  poli- 
tic, which  muft  be  more  important 
in  their  nature  than  thofe  relating  to 
the  individual,  becaufe  they  are  the 
more  extenfive,  and  of  a  higher  de- 
gree of  criminality.     It  behoves  you, 
Uu  2  therefore. 
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tlierefore,  to  watch  for  tHe  public  fafe-  Britain,  or  any  other  force  or  body  of 
ty  ;  for  this  is  to  be  attentive  to  your  men  within  this  State,  with  holllle 
private  fecurity.  intent  againll  it.  So  thofewho  corn- 
It  is  not  by  any  means  neceflary  that  pel,  induce,  perfuade  or  attempt  tq 
that  I  trace  thefe  crimes,  as  they  are  do  fo,  any  white  pferfon,  Indian,  free 
branched  by  the  law.  The  prefent  Negro,  or  flave,  to  join  any  force 
public  fervice  requires  your  inime-  under  authority  derived  from  Great- 
diate  particular  attention  to  offences  Britain.  And  fo,  all  perfons  whq 
done  againll  only  four  a£ls  of  AiTem-  colleft  or  affemble  with  any  other?, 

l)Iy— the  patrol  and  Negro  laws or  procure  them  to  be  alTembled  with 

the  law  againft  counterfeiting  the  cer-  intent,  in  a  riotous  and  feditious  man-, 

tificates  iflued  by  the  late  Houfes  of  ner,  to  dillurb  the  public  peace  and 

AfTembly,  or   the  currency  iffued  by  tranquility  ;  and  by  words,  or  other- 

the  Congrefs  of  the  Continent  of  this  v/ife,  create  and  raife  traiterous  fedi- 

Country,---and,  the  lav/   to  prevent  tions  or  difcontents,  in  the  minds  of 

fedition,  andto  punifh  infurgentsand  the  people  againft  the  public  autho- 

difturbers  of  the  public  peace.  rity. 

The  two  firfv:  lav/s  are  calculated  to  Thus  having  ftated   to  you   fuch 

keep  our  domeftics  in  a  proper  beha-  criminal  injuries   againft   an  indivi- 

viour.     The  two  laft  were  exprefsly  dual,  or  the  State,  as  may  be  moil 

formed,  as  two  pillars  to  fupport  our  likely  to  come  within  your  notice  : 

new    Conftitution ;    and,    therefore,  it  is  a  natural  confequence,    that  I 

thefe  laft    are   your  moft   important  defcribe  die  perfon   by  law  held  ca- 

pbjefts. — I  fhall  fully  explain  them.  pable  of  committing  fuch  injuries.   ■ 

The  A61  againft  counterfeiting  e;r-  In  the  firft  place,  the  party  muft 

tends  to  all  perfons  who  counterfeit,  be  of  found  memory  at  the  time  of 

raze   or  alter,  or  utter,   or  offer  in  committing  the  offence  ;  and  it  is  the 

payment,    knowing  the  fame   to  be  leading  principle  in  every  cafe.     If 

couni,  rfeited,  razed  or  altered,  any  the  party  is  under  feyen  years  of  age, 

certificate  or  bill  of  credit  under  the  no  evidence  can  pofTibly  be  admitted 

authority  of  the  late  Common  Houfe  to  criminate;  becaufe  the  law  holds, 

of  Afiembly,  or   the   Congrefles   of  that  the  party  cannot  difcern  between 

this  country,  or  of  the  Continent.  good  and  evil.     But  if  the  accufed  is 

The  law  to  prevent  fedition,  guards  above  feveu  and  under  fourteen,  he 

againft   thofe  aftions  as,   in   fuch   a  is  liable  to  be  criminated,  if  at  the 

crifis  as  this,    might   reafonably   be  time  of  his  committing  the  injury, 

expelled  to  operate  againft  our  pre-  his  underftanding  was  fo  ripe  as  to 

■fent  honourable  and  happy  eftablifli-  occafion  him  to  Ihew  a  confcioufnefs 

rnent.     A.nd  the  variety  and  impor-  of  guilt,  the  rule  being,  malitid  fup- 

tance  of  thorfe  aftions,  make  it  necef-  plet  atatetn.     And  if  the  party  is  of 

fary  for  me  to  particularize  them  to  tl:e  age  of  fourteen,  which  is  the  age 

you.  of  difcretion ;    the  law  pr'una  facie 

This  falutary  aft  touches  all  per-  confiders  him  capable  of  committing 

fons  taking  up  ai"ms  againft  the  au-  ofx'ences,    as   a  perfon   of  full    age. 

thority  of  the  prefent  Government ;  Alfc-,  a  lunatic  for  crimes  perpetrated 

or  who,  by  violence,  words,  deeds  in  a   lucid   interval.      Alfo,  a  man 

or  writing,  caufe,  or  attempt  tocaufe,  for  crimes  done  in  a  ftate  of  drun- 

induce,  or  perfuade  anv  other  perfon  kennefs  voluntarily  contrafted  ;    and 

to  do  fo.    In  like  manner,  all  perfons  fo  far  is  this  artificial  infanlty  from 

who  give  intelligence  to,  or  hold  cor-  excufmg,  that  it  tends  to  aggravate 

refpondence  with,  or  aid  or  abet  any  the  offerice. 

laud  or  naval  foixe  fent  by  Great-  All  thofe  particulars  relating  to  the 

perfon  > 
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pcrfon,  habitation   and   property   of  unexpeftcd,  wonderful  and  rapid,  «s 
an    individual;   thofe  rerpe(5Ung  the  in    our   cafe,  conduiTted  the  Englilh 
fafety,  peace   and  tranquility  of  the  Revolution  of  i68«— that  the  Revo- 
State  ;  and  thefe  defcribing  the  per-  lutions   in  England  and  Scotland  at 
petrator  of  criminal  injuries,  are  fo  that  period,  and  in  America  now  giv- 
many  proper  heads  for  your  diligent  ing  a  new  epocha  to  the  hiftcry  of  the 
enquiry:  and  fuch  offenders  and  of-  world,  were  founded  in  the  fame  im- 
fences  being  within  your  knowledge,  mediate  caufe,  a  failure  of  protcftion 
you  mull  make  due  prefentment  of  —that  thofe  Revolutions  concurred, 
them.      You    aAj    to   hear   evidence  in  one  grand  e'videtice  of  the  feelings 
only  on  the  part  of  an  information  to  of  Nature  on  fuch  a    fubjeft— that 
you  of  an  offence  ;  for  an  indidment  every  fpecies  of  mal-adminillration  in 
by  you  is  only  in  the  nature  of  a  fo-  is  to  be  traced  to  a  failure  of 
lemn  and  public  accufation,  which  is  protcftion,  which  is  the  only  inrtru- 
afterward-s  to  be  tried  and  determined  ment   working  his  abdication-~that 
by  others :  )0u  are  only  to  examine,  the  objeifl  for  which  we  contend,  is 
whether  there  be  fufiicient  caufe  to  juji  in  its  nature,  and  of  inejiimable 
call     upon    the    party    to     an  Aver.  value---that   the   American   Revolu- 
Twelve'  of  you  at  lealt  mull  agree  in  tion  may  be  fupported  with  the  fairell 
opinion,  that  the  accufed  ought  to  un-  profpeft   of    fuccefs    by    arms-— and 
dergo  a  public  trial— fo  tv  elve  other  that  it  may  be  powerfully  aided  by  a 
jurors  are  to  declare  him  innocent  or  Crand  Jury. 

guilty.     Happy  inftitution,  whereby  Gentlemen !    I   do  moft  cordially 

.no  man  can  be  declared  a  criminal,  congratulate  you,  placed  as  you  are 

but    by  the  concurring  voices  of  at  in  a  ftation,  honourable  to  yourfelves, 

Icafl  four  and  twenty  men,  colleiled  and  beneficial  to  your  country.  Guar- 

in  the  vicinage  by  blind  chance,  upon  dians  of  the  innocent,  you  are  ap- 

their  oaths  to  do  juflice^  and  againft  pointed  to  fend  the  robber,  the  mur- 

*  ■whom  even  the  party  himfelf  has  no  derer,  the  incendiary  and  the  traitor 

exception  !  to  trial.    Your  diligence  in  enquiring 

Thus,  Gentlemen  of  the   Grand  for  fuch  offenders,  is  the  fource  of 

Jury,  with  the  bell  intentions  for  the  your  honour,  and  a  me?ns  of  your 

public    fervice,    however   executed ;  country's   fafety ;     and   although  no 

having  declared  to  you,  that  you  are  fuch  offenders  be  found,  your  lau- 

not  bound  under,  but  freed  from  the  dable  fearch  will  yet  tend  to  curb  a 

dominion  of  the                              ;  I  propenfity  to  robbery,    murder,    fe- 

thought  myfelf  neceffarily   obliged,  dition  and  trcafon.    See,  Gentlemen, 

and  I  have  endeavoured  to  demon-  what    great    advantages    may   refult 

ilrate  to  you,  that  the  rife  and  fall  of  from  your  vigilant  and  patriotic  con- 

cmoires  are  natural  events — that  the  duft  !  Your  ears  ought  to  be  Jhut  to 

Independence  of  America  ^vas  not,  the  petitions  of  fi-iendHiip,  and  to  the 

:it  the  commencement  of  the  late  civil  calls    of    ccnfanguinity— but,    they 

war,  or  even  at  the  conclufion  of  the  ought  to  be  expa?ided  to  receive  the 

laft  year,  the  aim  of  the  Americans—'  complaints    of    your    injured   coufitry, 

that   their  fubjeftion  to    the  and  the  demands  of  impartial  jujiice. 

being  releafed  by  the  aftion  Brutus  inflifted  upon  his  fons  the  ul~ 

fa^  Britip  opprej/ion,  the  Itrcke  of /^^  timum  fuppliciiim,  for   confpiring   to 

Britijh  f^ord,   and  the   ten^  of  a  re-cftabiilh  the  Regal  Government  in 

Britijh  A£l  of  Parliament ;  tfljj^  7ia-  R.om,e.      And,  if  a  fimilar   occafion 

turairife  to  empire  was  commS^dhy  fnould  arife  in  America,  which  God 

the  hand    of  God  '.  —  that  rfte    fame  forbid,  I  truft,  a  Brutus  will  not  be 

'i\rong  haod,  by  proceedings  equally  waudng.    Let  tliofe,  if  Uiere  are  any 

fuch, 
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ifuch,  who  trcaclieroufiy  or  pufilani-  profpeft    of    liberty  and  happinefs* 

moufly  hanker  after  a  return  of  We  think  cur  grateful  fenfe  of  fuch 

Government,     remember    fuch  peculiar  care  and  proteftion  cannot 

things  and  tremble.     Let  us  ever  re-  be  manifefted  in  a  way  more  accept- 

meniber,  rejoice  and  teach  our  chil-  able  and  proper  than  in  a  ilrift  re- 

dren,  that  the  American  Empire  is  gard   to  the   duties  which  mankind 

compofed  of  States  that  are,  and  of  owe  to  their  God. 

?.-ight  ought  to  be,  free  and  indepen-  3.  We  prefcnt  the  growing  evil  of 

dent;  "  that  they  are  abfolved  from  mimy  churches   eftabliihed  by    law, 

falling  to  decay,  and  fome  remaining 

and  that  all  political  conneftjon  be-  without  minifters  to  perform  divine 

tvveen  them  and  the  State  of  Great-  fervice,  in  divers  parifhes  in  this  di- 

"Britnin,   is,    and    ought    to    B.ii,  ftrift,  by  which  means  the  fpirit  of 

TOTALLY  DISSOLVED."  religion   will  decline,    and    become 

— — prejudicial   to   the   manners   of   the 

Suuth'Carolina.  people. 

4^t  a  Court  of  General  Seifions  of  the  4.  We  prefent  and  recommend  a 

Peace,  Oyer  and  Terminer,    hi-  proper   militia  law   to  be  made,   in 

iize  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  fuch  manner  as  to  compel  impartially 

begun  to  be  held  at  Charles-town,  and   equally   all    degrees  of  perfons 

for  tlie  dillrict  of  Charles-town,  on  liable  to  do  the  duty  therein  required, 

Tuefday,    Oftober    15  th,    in  the  fo  as  to  enable  the  good  people  of 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fe-  this  State  (vvlio  are  now  become  prin- 

ven  hundred  and  feventy-fix.  cipally  the  guardians  thereof)  to  repel 

The  Prefentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  any  domelHc  or  foreign  enemy  as  far 

for  the  faid  diftridl,  as  poffible. 

1.  It  is  with  moil  cordial  fatisfac-  5.  We  prefent  and  recommend, 
tion  we  embrace  this  opportunity  of  that  care  may  always  be  had,  that 
offering  our  congratulations  on  the  none  but  gentlemen  of  weight  and 
late  Declaration  of  the  Continental  influence,  and  good  example,  be  pre- 
Congrefs,  conflituting  the  United  vailed  on  to  qualify  and  aft  in  the 
Colonies  of  North-America  Indej^en-  CommifTion  of  Peace,  by  whofe  in- 
dent States ;  an  event,  however  once  fluence,  licentioufnefs,  fedition  and 
dreaded  as  repugnant  to  thofe  hopes  profligacy,  may  be  fupprelTed,  and 
of  peace  and  iriendlhip  with  the  Bri-  good  order  maintained. 

tifh  State,  which  was  then  ardently  6.  We   prefent   and    recommend, 

entertained,  yet  which  e\-ery  Ameri-  that  fome  olKce  may  be  created  in 

can  muft  now  moit  joyfully  embrace,  this  dillriiTt,  whereby  executions  and 

as  the  only  happy  means  of  falvation  faJes  by  the  SheriiF  may  be  recorded, 

and  fecurity,  and  the  furefl  preven-  fo  that  on  the  death  or  removal  of 

tion  to  the  treacherous  and  cruel  de-  the  Sheriff'  recourfe  may  be  had  to 

figns   of    a    wicked   and  deteftable  fuch  records  by  thofe  concerned, 

enemy.  7.   We  prefent    and    recommend, 

2.  As  the  kind  and  beneficent  that  Jews  and  others  may  be  re- 
hand  of  a  wile  and  bounteous  Provi-  llrained  from  allowing  their  Negroes 
dence  has  fo  ordered  and  difpofed  cf  to  fell  goods  in  fhops,  as  fuch  prac- 
human  events,  that  from  calamities  tice  may  induce  other  Negroes  to  Ileal 
y/hich  were  dreaded  as  the  molt  mi-  and  barter  with  them. 

ferable   and  deilruftive  to  America,  8.  We  prefent  the  ill  praftice  of 

LeneEts  the  inciit  advantageous,  ho-  Jews  opening  their  ihops  and  felling 

nourable  and  deiireable  havcarifen  to  of  goods  on  Sunday,  to  the  profana- 

her.  which  nov/  give  a  very  joyful  natiyn  of  the  Lord's-Day. 

9.  W« 
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9- We  prcfent  the  Barrack-mafter,  people,  did  acqnire,  pon'dfs,  and  yet 
Philip  Will,  for  feizing  of  fire-wood  continue  to  hold,  in  and  over  the 
on  the  wharfs,  under  pretence  of  the     faid  lands,  a 


public,  when  he  applies  tJie  lame  to 
his  own  ufe,  to  the  dillrefling  of  the 
inhabitants.  By  information  cf  Mr. 
Patrick  Hinds,  one  of  the  Grand 
Jurors. 

10.  We  prefent  the  want  of  mere 


lU  and  fingular  the  rights 
incidental  to  conqueif;  and  the  Che-' 
rokee  Nation,  in  confequence  there- 
of, do  cede:  the  Lnd  lands  to  the  faid 
people,  the  people  of  South-Caro- 
lina. 

.^'rticle  2.  South-Carolina  will 


conllables  in  this  dillrid,  we  being     iai mediately  fend  a  fupply  of  [oods 


inform.ed  that  there  are  only  four  in 
this  town. 

1 1 .  We  return  cur  thanks  to  his 
Honour  the  Chief  JulHce  for  his  ex- 
cellent charge  delivered  at  the  open- 
ing cf  the  felTions,  and  dcfire  that 
the  charge  and  thefe  prefentments  be 
forthwith  printed  and  publiflicd. 
Joseph  Glover,  Foreman,  (L 


Benjamin  Baker, 
Benjamin  Dart, 
John  Fullerton, 
Christ.  Fitzsimons, 
William  Hopton, 
William  Hale, 
Patrick  Hinds, 
Charles  Johnston, 
Andrew  Lord, 
John  Miles, 
William  Russel, 
Stephen  Towns  end. 


(L. 
(L, 
(L 


S.) 
S.) 
S.) 
S.) 


(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 

(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 


into  the  Cherokee  Natiim  and  fjttlc- 
inents  for  fale,  and  permit  the  Che- 
rokees,  during  their  good  bcKaiiour, 
to  inhabit  the  middle  fcttlements  and 
val;i:s  v.-cHward  cf  the  highelt  part 
of  the  Occor.nee  Mountain;  tut  the^ 
fhall  no%  beyond  a  line  ektended 
fouth-wc-K  and  north-eafl:  acrofs  the 
hi^hefc  part  of  the  Occonnee  Moun- 
tain, proceed  or  advance,  witiiout 
permiiiion  frcm  the  Ccmmaiding 
Officer  at  Fort  Rut'edge  ;  to  apply 
for  which,  one  runner  may  at  any 
time_  be  len-.  by  the  Chfl-okees  : 
Provided  nevei'-.helefs,  tha.'  during 
this  prefent  year  \he  Cheri^kees  may 
raiie,  gather  and  rbnove  the  corn 
they  have  planted  on  'he  eilt  fide  of 
the  Occonnee  Mountan. 

Article  3.  The  Goernment 
cf  Souih-Caroiina  will  ndeavour 
that  the  CJierokees  be  furaiied  with 
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Charles-TonxKt  South-Carclina,  July     fupplies  of  goods  as  ufual;md  that 

the  trade  fhdl  be  put  undethe  befl 
regulations.  Every  perfo.  who, 
withcrat  a  proper  pafs  orliceie,  ihali 
arrive  in  the  Cherokee  natic  or  fct- 
tlements, the  Cherokees  fhalimme- 
diately   apprehend,    and   dever   to 

Fore 


"June  26.  Articles  of  the  Dejinitiiie 

treaty  of  Peace y  concluded  rn,  and 
Jlgned  at  Denxiit^s  Corne^r  the  20t!y 

day    of  May,     I777»    bet-Mcen   the 

States  of  South-Carolina  and  Gcar- 

gia  and  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

Article  i.  The  Cherokee  Na- 
tions acknowledge,  that  tie  troops 
during  laft  fummer  repeatedly  de- 
feated their  forces,  vidoiicviily  pene- 
trated through  tlieir  Lower  Towns, 
middle  fettlements  and  vallies,  and 
quietly  and  unoppofed  built,  held,  infligate,  the  Cherok«es  to -e  late 
and  continue  to  occupy,  the  Fort  at  war,  or  encouraged  or  aidecthenj, 
Seneca,  thereby  did  efteft  and  main-  or  endeavoured  to  do  h  in  thprofe- 
tain  the  conquefl  of  all  the  Cherokee 
lands,  eaftward  of  the  Unacaye 
Mountain ;    and  to,   and    for  their 


tiie  Commanding  OfHcer 
Rutledge,  and  feize  to  their  ou  ufe, 
all  the  cattle,  horfes,  goods  'id  ef-» 
fefts  condu£ced  into  their  fettmcnts 
by  evsry  fuch  perfon. 

Article  4.  Every  whitiperfoa 
who  iniliirated,   or  cndeavo-ed   to 


cution  of  it,  and  wio  now  is,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  i,  their  )ower, 
Ihall,  widiout  dclay^by  therhero- 

kees. 
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ke'ts,  be  apprehended  and  delivered  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Rut- 
to  the  Ccmmaiiding  Officer  at  Fort  ledge,  fhall  be  paid  one  hundred 
Rulledge  ;  and  the  Cherokees  ihall  pounds  weight  of  leather,  or  the  va- 
tak«  to  their  own  ufe  all   the  efiedls,  lue  thereof. 


which  in  their  nation  or  fcttlements 
tkeylmay  find  in  the  pofTeiTion  of,  or 
belonging  to,  every  fuch  white  pcr- 
fon,jand  for  every  fuch  white  perfon 
fo  d^ivered,  fhall  be  paid  five  hun- 
d'redipounds  weight  of  drefTed  lea- 
ther,} or  the  value  therof. 

aIticle  5.  Any  Indian  who,  in 
the  Clierokee  Nation  or  fettlements, 
Ihall  murder  a  white  perfon,  fhall  be 


Art  ICE  8.  The  hatchet  fhall  be 
for  ever  buried,  and  there  fhall  be  an 
univerfal  peace  and  friendlhip  re- 
elhiblilhed  between  South-Carolina, 
including  the  Catawba  and  Georgia 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokee 
Nation  on  the  othsr ;  there  fhall  be 
a  general  oblivion  of  injuries;  the 
contra£ling  parties  fiiall  ufe  their 
utmoft   endeavours   to   maintain  the 


immQciately  apprehended  and  con-  peace  and  friendlhip  now  re-efl^b- 
veyed  to  Fort  Rutledge  by  the  Che-  iifaed,  and  the  Cherokees  fiiall,  at 
rokees.  who,  in  prefence  of  the  Com-  at  all  times,  apprehend  and  deliver 
manding  Officer  at  that  pofl,  fhall  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort 
put  the  murderer  to  death;  and  if  Rutledge,  every  perfon,  white  or 
any  yhite  or  other  perfon  belonging  red,  who  in  their  nation  or  fettle- 
to  Sdath-Carolina  or  Georgia,  ihall  ments,  fhall  by  any  m^ans  endea- 
jn  th^  Cherokee  Nation,  or  any  vour  to  iniligate  a  war  by  the  Che- 
white  W  other  perfon  fhai/,  in  South  rokee  Nation,  or  hoftility,  or  rob-i 
Caroliik  or  Georgia,  rfiurder  a  Che-     bery,   by  any  of  their  people,  againfl 

or  upon  any  of  the  American  States, 
or  fubjedls  thereof. 

In  witncfs  of  all  and  eveiy  thing 
herein  determined  between  South- 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  the  Chero- 
kee Nation,  we  their  underwritten 
Commiffioners  and  Deputies,  by  vir- 
tue of  our  full  powers,  feyeraily, 
and  not  one  for  the  other,  have 
figned  this  prefent  definitive  treaty, 
in  their  refpeftive  names,  and  have 
caufed  our  feals  to  be  hereunto  af- 
fixed. 

Done    at   Dewit's    Corner,    this 
rokcec,  fhall,  as  foon  as  pof-     twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 


rokee  T^dian,  evcY  fuch  perfon, 
duly  conviiltd  tAereof,  fhall  fufFer 
death  in  pref<atice  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians, lif  aAy  fhall  attend  at  the 
time  am  place  of  execution  ;  and 
that  thelciay  have  an  opportunity 
of  at'enong,  due  notice  of  the  time 
and  plai  of  fuch  intended  execution 
iliall  beient  to  the  Cherokees. 

ArtCLE  6.  All  white  and  Indian 
perfonsjliall  be  fet  at  liberty  as  foon 
as  pofuje  ;  all  Negroes  taken  during 
the  lat/v/ar,  and  who  nov/  are,  or 
hereaff  may  be,  in  the  power  of 
the  Clf 


fible  U delivered  to  the  Command- 
in  o-  Ocer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  toge- 


ther V 

pcoph 


h  the  horfes,  by  any  of  their 
before  the  late  war,  ftolen 
from  Sath-Carolina,  Georgia,  North 
Carol  i,  or  Virginia,  and  which 
i>ow  e,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in 
the  pvcr  0"  the  Cherokees,  to  the 
end  tit  rellitution  may  be  made  to 
ue  OvViers. 
ICLE7.  For  every  nm-away 


of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven. 


u^K  Ordina/ice  for  regulating  the  7nt- 
liiia  of  the  pro-uince  of  ^^ebec,  and 
rerideritig  it  of  more  general  utility, 
to^voards  the  Jirefer'vatioa  and  fecii^ 
rity  thereof. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  the  Cap- 
tain-general and  Governor  in  Chief 
of  this  province  is,  by  virtue  of  his 
that  flail  be  apprehended  and     Majelly's  commiffion  under  the  Great; 
<3elr*cid   by  the  Cherokee^   to  the     Seal  of  Great-Britain,  empowered  to 

levy. 


their 
ArI 


Negr 
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levy,  arm,  mufter,  command,  and  in  the  foregoing  Article ;  and  as  well 
employ  all  pcrfons  within  the  pro-  thofe  who  have  refufed  or  negledled 
vince,  and,  as  occafion  fhall  ferve,  to  enroll  themfelves,  as  thofe  who  are 
them  to  march  or  tranfport  from  one  expelled  therefrom,  fhall  furnifh 
place  to  another,  for  the  purpofe  of  fleighs,  and  other  carriages  for  the 
refilling  and  withftanding  of  all  ene-  King's  fervice,  when  called  upon,  ia 
mies,  pirates,  and  rebels^'  both  by  a  double  proportion  to  their  neigh- 
land  and  by  water;  which  ccmmif-  bours  of  the  lame  parifh^  doing  duty 
fion,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Captain-  as  militia-men  readily  and  chearnilly, 
general,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  or  and  for  half  the  price;  provided  al- 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  time  ways  that,  after  the  expiration  of  one 
being>  is  authorized  to  execute  : — ■  ye^r,  any  perfon,  who  has  committed 
and  whereas  the  well  ordering  and  any  of  the  above  recited  offences,  and 
training  oi  the  faid  militia,  may  fuftered  tlie  penalties  ditefted  by  this 
hereafter  be  of  great  ufe  towards  pre-  and  the  foregoing  Articles,  upon 
ferving  and  fecuring  the  province  making  his  fubmilfion  to  the  Captain 
from  all  hollile  invaders  thereof,  be  of  militia,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
it  enabled  by  the  Captr.in-general  moft  reputable  inhabitants  of  the  pa- 
and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  pro-  rilh,  at  the  church  door,  on  a  Sun- 
vince,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  day,  cr  fome  other  feaft  day,  Ihall, 
confent  of  the  Lcgiflative  Council  of  after  a  report  has  been  made  thereof 
the  fame.  That  to  the  Colonel  of  militia  of  the  di- 

Art.  I.  All  perfons,  as  well  in  ftrift,  and  being  approved  by  the 
the  towns  as  in  the  country,  from  the  Captain-general,  or  in  his  abience, 
age  of  fixteen  years  to  fixty,  are  the  Lieutenant-governor,  or  Com- 
bound  to  ferve  in  the  militia  of  that  mander  in  Chief,  for  the  time  being, 
parifh  wherein  they  refide ;  and  from  be  rcllored  to  the  corps,  intitled  ta 
and  after  the  publication  of  the  pre-  the  priviliges  thereof;  and  aft  therein, 
fent  ordinance,  every  perfon  (except-  as  if  no  fuch  offence  had  been  com- 
ing fuch  as  are  herein  after  excepted)  mitted. 

refufing  to  ferve,  or  neglefting  to  Art.  •5.  The  Captain  or  Captains 
get  himfelfinrolled  under  the  officers  of  militia  in  every  parilh,  fliall, 
appointed  by  his  Excellency  the  Cap-  twenty  days  after  the  publication  of 
tain-general  or  Governor  in  Chief,  the  prefent  ordinance,  or  fooner,  if 
in  the  different  parifhes,  fhall  forfeit  it  can  be  done,  tranfmit  to  the  Co- 
five  pounds ;  and  upon  a  fecond  re-  lonels  of  militia,  or  Infpeftors,  when 
fufal,  he  ihall,  over  and  above  a  like  fuch  fliall  be  appointed,  for  the  re- 
forfeiture  of  five  pounds  for  fuch  fe-  fpeclive  diftridts,  an  account  of  the 
cond  refufal,  be  rendered  incapable  number  of  officers  and  militia-men  fit 
of  keeping  by  him,  or  bearing  anv  for  fervice  in  their  refpeftive  compa- 
fire-arm  whatfoever,  under  the  like  nies  ;  as  alfo  a  lill  of  fuch  as  may 
penalty  of  five  pounds,  and  one  have  refufed  to  inroll  themfelves,  or 
month's  imprifonment,  for  every  difobeyed  the  orders  of  their  fuperior 
time  he  fhall  be  convicted  of  hav-  officers ;  and  hereafter  fuch  lifts,  as 
ing  ufed  or  kept  fuch  fire-arm.  well  as  of  any  alterations  that  may 

Art.  2.  Every  militia-man,  whofe  have  happened  within  the  laft  twelve- 

conduft  or  behaviour  proves  unwor-  month,    are   to    be    tranfmitted    by 

thy  of,  or  difhonourable  to  the  corps,  the  Captains  to  the  Colonels  of  mi- 

fhall  be  expelled  therefrom,  and  in  litia,  or  Infpeclors  when  fuch  fhall  be 

like    manner  rendered  incapable  of  appointed,  by  the  tenth  or  fifteenth  of 

keeping  by  him,  or  ufmg  any  fire-  March  in  every  year  at  fajtheit. 

wm',  under  the  penalties  mentioned  Art.  4.  No  perfon  belonging  to 
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.t  partieiilar  company  of  militia,  fliall     mander  in 

leave   his    ufual    refidence,    whereby 

he   becarsie   fubjeft  thereto,  without 

giving   due    notice    to    his    Captain 

er  Commanding  Officer,  and  of  the 

place  where  he  intends  to  fettle;  aad 

every  perfon,  fo  fettling  in   another 

parifh,  fhall   give    notice    thereof  to 

the  Captain  or  Commanding  Officer 

of  tlie  parilh  wherein  he  fettles,  under 

a  penalty  of  forty    fhillings  for  the 

:firft  o/Fence,  and  for  the  fecond,  the 

like  fum,  and  one  mouth's  imprifon- 

jnent. 

Art,  5.  Upon  the  two  laft  Sun- 
days in  the  month  of  June,  and  the 
two  firfi:  in  July,  the  Captains  or 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  militia, 
ihall  draw  out  their  compani&s  in  the 
moft  convenient  place  of  their  re- 
in order  to  infpect 
at  marks,  and  in - 
their  duties  ;  and 
and  do  not  appear 
days,    or   at    fuch 


ipeftive  parifhes, 
their  arms,    fire 
ftruft   them    in 
fuch  as  difobey, 
fuch   training 


on 

other  times  as  the  Colonels  of  militia, 
Infpeftors,  or  other  perfons  autho- 
rized to  review  or  exercife  them  by 
fpecial  orders  from  the  Captain-ge- 
neral, or,  in  his  abfence,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-governor, or  Commander  in 
Chief,  for  the  time  being,  fhall  di- 
left,  are  to  forfeit  ten  Ihillings  for 
every  offence,  except  they  fliall  have 
firft  aiked  and  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
fence, on  fh'Cvving  reafonable  caufe 
for  the  fame. 

Art.  6.  In  time  of  war,  rebel- 
lion, or  when  any  other  preffing  exi- 
_gency  of  the  State  requires  it,  fuch 
number  of  officers,  ferjeants,  and  mi- 
litia-men, as  the  Governor,  Lieute- 
nant-govenior,  or  Commander  in 
Chief,  for  the  time  being,  thinks  fit 
to  direft,  fhall  be  drawn  out  of  the 
different  companies,  marched  from 
their    refpe£tive    parifhes,     to     fuch 


Chief  fha-II  be  pleafed  to- 
appoint  for  that  purpofe  :  and  at  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  or  of  the  fervicc 
they  were  ordered  upon,  fliall  return 
to  their  own  hora-es,  but  not  before 
they  have   been    regularly   difmiffed 
fvom  the  fame;  any  perfon  refufing 
to   obey  fuch  order,  ahfconding,   or 
not  repairing  to  the  place  he  is  order- 
ed to,  fhall  incur  double  the  penalties 
iiiflicled  by  the   firfi  Article  of  this 
ordinance  ;  and  any  one  quitting  the 
fervice  when  fo- embodied,  before  he 
is  difcharg-ed  therefrom,  fliall  more- 
over  be  expelled  the  corps,   and  ne- 
ver  allov/ed  to    re-enter   the    fame  \ 
and  any  perfon  buying  or  purchafing 
arms,  ammunition,    or  equipments, 
delivered  out   of  his  Majefly's  llores 
to  the   militia,   when  embodied,  or 
any  ammunition,    furnifhed   out    of 
the  laid  llores,  for  training  and  exer- 
cifing  the  faid  militia,  fhall  incur  a 
penalty  of  5I.  for  every  fuch  offence, 
to  be  recovered  upon  the  oath  of  one 
credible  witncfs  before  any  one  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Peace  in  the  diflrift 
where   fuch  offence  has   been   com- 
mitted. 

Art.  7.  All  inhabitants  above 
the  age  of  60,.  and  having  one  fer- 
vant,  as  well  as  all  others  holding 
lands  en  roture,  and  not  exempted 
therefrom  by  this  ordinance,  Ihall, 
when  ordered  by  Government,  and 
called  upon  by  the  Captains  of  the 
militia,  in  rotation,  furnifh  carts, 
fleighs,  or  order  carriages  for  the 
King's  fervice,  at  fuch  price  per  day, 
as  fhall  be  fixed  upor>  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  and  any  who  ihall 
neglect  or  refufe.  to  furnifh  the  fame, 
or  ihall  deiert  or  quit  that  fervice, 
without  being  duly  dll'charged  there- 
from, fhall  likewife  incur  the  penalties 
direfted  by  the  flril  Article. 

Art.  8.  The  Captains  and  other 


place  as  they  fliall  be  ordered  to,  and  officers  of  militia  not  paying  due  obe 
ferve,  though  ftiil  as  militia,  in  con-  dience  to  their  fuperlors,  or  who  fhall 
junftion  with  his  Majefly's  forces,  be  convidled  of  having  afted  with 
under  the  guidance  and  fuperintend-  partiality,  of  exempting  fome,  with- 
«iQe  of  the  officers  whom  the  Com-    out  being  properly  authorized  fo  to 
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do,  or  <JrderIng  others  -out  of  their 
turn,  out  of  pique  or  refentment, 
ihall  be  deprived  of  their  commiillons, 
and  obliged  to  fcrve  as  private  mili- 
tia-men. 

Art.  9.  The  Captains,  and  other 
©fficers  of  militia,  ihall  take  up  all 
deferters,  whether  foldiers  or  failors, 
all  llragglers  and  other  perfons,  tra- 
\»el!ing  through  th;.'ir  rdpecHve  pa- 
xilhes,  fufpefted  of  being  emiffaries 
from  conveying  intelligence  to,  or 
correfponding  with  the  rebellious  co- 
lonies, all  perlons  fpreading  falfe  re 
ports  to  the  detriment  of  Govern- 
ment,  and  perlons  leaving  the  pro- 
vince without  a  pafs  from  the  Cap- 
tain-general, or,  in  his  abfence,  the 
Lieutenant-governor  or  Commander 
in  Chief,  for  the  time  being ;  and 
any  pef-fon,  either  in  town  or  coun- 
try, lodging  or  concealing  fuch  de- 
serters, llragglers,  or  fulpedted  per- 
fons  as  above,  or  aiding  and  afiilLing 
any  perfon  leaving  the  province  with- 
out a  pafs,  without  giving  immediate 
notice  thereof  to  the  Captains  of  their 
refpedlive  companies  in  the  country, 
and  if  in  the  towns  of  Quebec,  Mont- 
real, and  Trois  Rivieres,  to  the  Co- 
lonels or  Commanding  Officers,  or 
other  officers  Appointed  for  that  pur- 
pole,  fliall.,  for  the  lirll;  offence,  if  in- 
habitants of  the  towns,  forfeit  ten 
pounds,  and  beimprifoned  one  month ; 
Tefiding  in  the  country,  fhall  forfeit 
•five  pounds,  and  be  imprifoned  for  the 
fame  time  ;  and  double  the  fame  and 
double  the  time  of  impriionment,  for 
the  lecond,  and  every  other  fubfe- 
quent  oftence  of  the  lik-e  nature. 

Art.  10.  In  all  cafes  where  the 
manner  of  profecuting  for  the  penal- 
ties inflidled  by  this  ordinance  has  not 
been  direfled,  where  the  fine  impofed 
does  not  exceed  the  fum  of  forty  fhil- 
lings,  any  one  l^ield  Officer  of  the 
militia,  or  Infpeftor,  when  fuch  of- 
ficer (hall  be  appointed,  of  the  dillridl 
wherein  the  ofrence  Ihall  have  been 
commidicd,  being  a  Commiffioner  of 
the  peace;   and  where   the  penalty 


exceeds  the  fum  of  forty  fhiilings,  or 
direds  the  imprifonment  of  the  of- 
fender, any  two  Field  Officers,  or 
one  Field  Officer  and  Infpedtor,  as 
before,  belonging  to  the  diltridl  ia 
which  the  oflence  fhall  have  been 
committed,  being  Commiffioners  of 
of  the  Peace,  or  any  other  two  Com- 
miffioners of  the  Peace  for  that  di- 
ftrid,  is  and  are  hereby  authorized^ 
upon  information  laid  before  them, 
to  take  cognizance  of,  ao^  hear  in  a 
fummary  manner,  all  offences  com- 
mitted againll:  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  ordinance,  to  inflid  the  pe- 
nalties, and  levy  the  fines  by  warrant 
under  his  or  their  hands  and  feals,  and 
all  monies  arifing  therefrom,  to  be 
by  him  or  them  tranfmitted  to  the 
Receivei--general  of  the  province, 
and  applied,  as  other  public  monies 
to  his  Majelly's  ufe  ;  fubjeft,  never- 
thek'fs,  in  cafes  where  the  penalty  is 
of  or  exceeds  ten  pounds,  and  where 
the  party  offending  is  ,to  he  imprifoned 
for  more  than  one  month,  or  to  be 
expelled  the  militia,,  to  an  appeal 
before  the  Governor,  or,  in  his  ab- 
fence, the  Lieutenant-governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time 
being,  and  any  five  members  of  his 
Majelly's  Council  (the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Peace  who  fhall  have  heard  the 
fame  and  given  judgment  therein 
only  excepted)  who  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  Court  of  Appeals  for  that 
purpofe,  and  authorized  to  hear  and 
finally  to  detrmine  the  fame. 

Art.  II.  The  members  of  his 
Majelly's  Council,  Judges,  and  otiiers 
officers  of  civil  government,  the  Seig- 
niors, filled  here,  Seigneurs  primitifsy 
the  noblelfe,  fo  acknowledged  under 
the  ancient  Government  of  the  coun- 
try, lialfpay  or  reduced  officers,  cler- 
gy, lludents  of  the  feminaries  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  perfons; 
employed  in  offices  of  public  utilitv, 
are  exempted  from  ferving  in  the  mi- 
litia or  furnifliing  carriages :  provided 
always,  that  nothing  in  this  ordinance 
contained  be  coallrued  to  exempt  the 
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Seigniors,  or  noblefle,  from  render- 
ing fuch  perfonal  fervices  as  are  agi-ee- 
able  to  the  ancient  uiage,  and  to 
which  they  are  bound  by  the  tenure 
of  their  lands,  whenever  the  Gover- 
nor, or  in  his  abience,  the  Lieute- 
nant-governor, or  Commander  in 
Chief,  for  the  time  bs'np;,  fhall 
judge  it  necefl'ary  to  call  upon  them 
for  the  fame. 

This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  for 
two  years,  and  to  the  feflion  of  the 
Legiflative  Council  of  this  prov'ince, 
which  v/ill  be  held  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine.  Guy  Carleton. 

Enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
and  pafled   in   Council  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  province,  at  the 
Council  Chamber  in  the  Caitle  of 
St.  Lewis,  in   the  city  of  Quebec, 
the    twenty-ninth    day  of  March, 
in  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign 
cf  our  Sovereign  Lord  Geonre  the 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,    of 
Great-Britain,    France,    and   Ire- 
land, King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
and   fo  forth,  and  in  the   year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feven ty  feven. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 

J.  Williams,  C.  L.  C. 

Whitehall.,  Augiiji  25,    \ ']'']' 
The  following  letter  from  Lieute- 
nant  -  General     Burgoyne     to    Lord 
George  Germain  was  received  the  23d 
inftant,     by   Captain    Gardiner,  flril: 
Aid  de   Camp  to  LieiUenant-General 
Burgoyne,  who  arrived  in  the  Royal 
George  armed  tranfport  from  Quebec. 
Head  l^arters,    S kencfiorongh-Hovfe , 
July   11,    1777.     ■ 
My  Lord, 
^       I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your- 
Lordfhip,  that  the  enemy  dillodged 
from  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Inde- 
pendence on  the  6th  iniiant,  and  were 
driven  on  the  fame  day  beyond  Ske- 
neiborough  on  the  right,  and  to  Hu- 
berton  on   the  left,  v/ith  the  lofs  of 
I28  pieces  of  cannon,  all  their  armed 


vefTels  and  batteaux,  the  grcateft  part 
of  their  baggage  and  ammunition, 
provilion  and  military  ftores  to  a  very 
large  amount. 

'i'his  fuccefs  has  been  followed  by 
events  equally   fortunate    and  rapid. 
I  fubjoin    fuch   a   detail  of  circuni- 
ftances  as  the  time  will  permit ;  and, 
for  his  Majefty's  further  information, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordfhip  to 
Captaia  Gardiner,  my  Aid  de  Camp, 
whom  I  have  thought  it  nccefiary  tp 
diipacch  with  news  fo  important   to 
the  King's  fervice,  and  fo  honourable 
to  the  troops  under  my  command. 
"Journal   of  the    late    principal  pro- 
ceedings of  the  anny. 
Having  remained  at  Lrown  Point 
three  days,  to  bring   up  the  rear  of 
the  army,  "to  eftablilh  the  maga^^lnss 
and  the  hofpital,  and  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy,  on 

June  30,  I  ordered  the  advanced 
corps,  confining  of  the  Britifii  light 
infantry  and  grenadiers,  the  z-j-th 
regiment,  fome  Canadians  and  fa- 
vages,  and  ten  pieces  of  light  artiU 
ler/,  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
dier-General Frazer,  to  move  from 
Putnam  Creek,  where  they  had  been 
encamped  fome  days,  up  the  well 
Ihore  of  the  lake  to  Four  Mile  Point, 
fo  called  from  being  within  that  di- 
fiance  of  the  fort  of  Ticonderoga. 
The  German  referve,  confiiling  of 
the  Brunfwick  chafleurs,  light  in- 
fantry and  grenadiers,  under  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Breynicn,  were  advanced 
at  the  fame  time  upon  the  eall  fhorc. 

Juh)  I .  The  whole  army  made  a 
movement  forward.  Brigadier  Frazer's 
corps  occupied  the  ftrong  poll  called 
Three  Mile  Point  on  the  well  fhore  j 
th  i  German  referve  the  eaft  fhore  op- 
•  polite  ;  the  right  wing  of  the  line  en- 
camped at  Four  Mile  Point ;  the  left 
wing  nearly  oppofite  on  the  eaft  fhore, 
1  he  Royal  George  and  Inflexible  fri- 
gates, with  the  gun  boats,  were  an- 
chored juit  without  the  reach  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  The  reft  of  the 
fleet   had  been   feme   time  without 
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gvins,   in   order   to  affift  In  carrying 
proviiions  over  Lake  Champlaln. 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  polled 
as  follows  :  a  brigade  occupied  the 
old  French  lines  upon  the  height  north- 
ward of  the  fort  of  I'iconderoga. 
Thefe  lines  were  in  good  repair,  and 
had  fever^il  intrenchnienrs  behind 
them,  chieny  calculated  to  guard  the 
horth-we!l  flank,  and  they  were  fur- 
ther fuitained  by  a  blockhoule.  To 
the  left  of  thcfe  works  about  amile, 
the  e»iemy  haa  favv-mills,  and  a  poll 
fullained  by  a  blockhouie,  and  an- 
otiier  blockhcufe,  and  an  hofpital  at 
the  entrance  of  Lake  Georo-e.  Upon 
the  right  of  the  French  lines,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  old  fort,  there 
v/ere  two  new  blockhoufes,  and  a  con- 
jiderable  battery  clofe  to  the  water- 
Jcdge. 

it  feemed  that  the  enemy  had  em- 
ployed their  chief  indultry,  and  were 
in  greatell  force,  upon  Mount  Inde- 
pendence, which  is  high  and  circular ; 
and  upon  the  fummit,  which  is  table- 
land, were  a  ftar  fort  made  with 
pickets  and  well  fupplied  with  aitil- 
-lery,  and  a  large  iquare  -of  barracks 
within  it. 

The  foot  of  the  Mount,  which  pro- 
jefts  into  the  Lake,    was  intrenched 
and  covered  with  a  ilrong  abattis  clcfe 
to  the  water.     This  intrt-nchment  was 
lined    with    heavy   artillery  pointing 
down  the  Lake,   flanking  the  water- 
battery  above  defcribed,  and  fullained 
by  another  battery  about  haif-way  up 
the  Mount.      On   the  weil-fide    the 
Mount  runs  the  main  river,  and  in  its 
palTage  round  is  joined  by  the  water 
which  comes  down  from  Lake  George. 
On  the  ealt-nde   of  the    Mount  the 
■yvater  forms  a  fmall  bay,  into  wJiich 
falls  a  rivulet,  after  having  encircled 
in  its  courle  part  of  the  Mount  to  the 
fouth-weil.      The  lide   to   the   fouth 
could  net  be  feen,  but  was  defcribed 
as  inacceHible.      There  was  a  bridge 
between  the  Mount  and  Ticonderoga, 
which  alfo  was  unfeen. 

July  2.  About  nine  in  the  morning 


a  fnioke  was  obferved  towards  Lake. 
George,  and  the  Itidians  brought  in 
a  report  that  the  enemy  had  iet  nre  to 
their  furtho"  blockhoule,  and  iia^ 
abandoned  the  fav/-miils  ;  and  that  a 
Confiderabie  body  were  advancing 
frora  the  lines  towards  a  bridge  upon 
the  road  which  led  to  the  right  of  the 
Critilh  camp.  A  detacliment  of  the 
advanced  corps  was  immeJiately  put 
in  miU"ch  under  Brigadier  Frazer,  iup- 
ported  by  a  brigade  of  the  line  and 
ibme  artiJiery,  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Phillips,  with  orders 
to  proceed  towards  Mount  Hope, 
which  is  to  tlie  north  of  the  lines,  to 
reconnoitr;  the  enemy's  pofition,  and 
to  take  advantage  of  any  poll  they 
might  abandon,  or  be  driven  from. 

The  Indians  under  Captain  Frazer, 
fun  ported  by  his  company  of  markf- 
men,  were  directed  to  make  a  circuit 
to  the  left  of  Bri<jadier  Frazer's  iins 
of  march,  and  endeavour  to  cut  oiF 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  to  their  lines ; 
but  this  defign  mifcarried,  through 
the  impetuofity  of  the  Indians,  who 
attacked  too  foon,  and  in  front,  and 
the  enemy  were  thereby  able  to  retire 
with  the  iofs  of  one  orficer  and  a  few 
men  killed,  and  one  oificer  wounded. 
Major-General  Phillips  took  polfelSon 
of  the  very  advantageous  poll  of  Mount 
Hope  tliis  night,  and  the  enemy  were 
thereby  entirely  cut  off  from  a  com- 
m.unication  wita  Lake  George. 

Jid^  3.  Mount  Flope  was  occu- 
pied in  force  by  Brigadier  Frazer's 
whole  brigade,  the  firll  brigade  Bri- 
tilh,  and  two  entire  brigades  of  artil-' 
ler,'.  The  fecond  brigade  Britifh  en- 
camped upon  the  left  of  the  firll,  and 
the  brigade  of  Gall  having  been  drawn 
from  the  eall  Ihore  to  occupy  the 
ground  wher^  P  razer's  corps  had  been 
on  Three  Mde  Point,  the  line  became 
compleac,  extending  from  the  fliorc  to 
the  wellernmoll  pait  of  Mount  Hope. 
On  the  fame  day  Major-General  Rei- 
defel  encamped  on  the  eall  flicrj  in  a 
parallel  line  with  Three  Mile  Pomt, 
having   puflied   the  referve    fonvard 
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■mt&f  the  rivulet  which  Is  on  the  eaft 
io(  Mount  Independence.  The  enemy 
cannonaded  the  camps  of  Mount 
Hope  and  of  the  German  referve  moft 
jpart  of  the  day,  but  without  efFeft. 

July  4.  The  army  worked  hard 
at  their  communications,  and  got  up 
the  artilleiy,  tents,  baggage  and  pro- 
vifions.  The  enemy  at  intervals  con- 
tinued the  cannonade  upon  the  camps, 
which  wai  not  in  any  Inltance  re,- 
turned. 

The  Thunderer  Rad^au  carrying 
the  battering  train  and  flores,  having 
fceen  warped  up  from  Crown  Point, 
arrived  tliis  day,  and  immediately 
began  to  land  the  artillery. 

July  5.  L"'"utenant  Twifs,  the  com- 
mandmg  engineer,  was  ordered  to  re- 
connoitre Sugar  Hill  on  the  fouth- 
welt  fide  of  the  communication  from 
Lake  George  into  Lake  Chaxnplain. 
It  had  appeared  from  the  firft  to  be  a 
:veiy  advantageous  poll: ;  and  it  is  now 
jcnown  that  the  enemy  had  a  council 
ibme  time  ago  upon  the  expediency 
of  poffefling  it ;  but  the  idea  was  re- 
jedled  upon  the  fuppofition  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  a  corps  to  be  ellablifhed 
there  in  force.  Lieutenant  Twifs  re- 
ported this  hill  to  have  the  entire 
command  of  the  works  and  buildings 
both  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  In- 
dependence ;  that  the  ground  might 
be  levelled  fo  as  to  receive  cannon ; 
and  that  a  road  to  convey  them,  though 
iiifficult,  might  be  made  pradlicable  in 
twenty-four  hours.  This  hilialfo  en- 
tirely commanded  in  reverfe  the  bridge 
of  communication,  faw  the  exaft  fitua- 
tion  of  the  vefleLs,  nor  could  the  ene- 
my during  the  d:iy  make  any  material 
movement  or  prepai-ation  without  be- 
ing difcovered,  and  even  haviiig  their 
numbers  counted. 

It  was  immediately  determined  that 
a  battery  fhould  be  raifed  upon  Sugar- 
hill  for  light  twenty-four  pounders, 
medium  twelves  J  and  eight-inch  how- 
itzers. This  very  arduous  work  was 
carried  or-  fo  rapidly,  that  the  battery 


would  "have    been    ready   the    next 
day. 

It  is  a  duty  In  this  place  to  do  feme 
juftice  to  the  zeal  and  aftivity  of  Ma- 
jor-general Phillips,  who  had  the  di- 
redlion  of  the  operation ;  and  having 
mentioned  that  moft  valuable  officer, 
I  truft  it  cannot  be  thought  a  digref- 
iion  to  add,  that  it  is  to  his  judicious 
arrangements  and  indefatigable  pains, 
during  the  general  fuperintendency  of 
preparations  which  Sir  Guy  Cai'leton 
entrufted  to  him  in  the  winter  and 
fpring,  tliat  the  fervice  is  indebted  for 
its  prefent  forwardnefs ;  the  prevalence 
of  contrary  winds  and  other  accidents 
having  rendered  it  impoffible  for  iiny 
neceilkries  prepared  in  England  for 
the  opening  ox  the  campaign  yet  to 
reach  the  army. 

July  6.  Soon  after  da;/-lig]it  an 
officer  arrived  exprefs  on  board  the 
Royal  George,,  where  in  the  night  I 
•took  my  quai-ters  as  the  moft  centrical 
fituation,  with  information  from  Bri- 
gadier Frazer  that  the  enemy  were 
retiring,  and  that  he  was  advancing 
with  his  piquets,  leaving  orders  for 
the  brigade  to  follow  as  foon  as  they 
could  accoutre,  with  intention  to  pur- 
fue  by  land.  This  movement  was  v^ery 
foon  difcernable,  as  were  the  Britilh 
colours  which  the  Bj-igadier  had  fixed 
upon  the  fort  of  Ticonderoga.  Know- 
ing how  fafely  I  could  truft  to  that 
officer's  condudl:,  I  turned  my  chief 
attention  to  the  purfuit  by  water,  by 
which  route  I  had  intelligence  one 
column  were  retiring  in  two  hundi-ed 
and  twenty  batteaux,  covered  by  five 
armed  gallies. 

The  great  bridge  of  communica- 
tion, blirough  which  a  way  was  to  be 
opened,  was  fupported  by  twenty-two 
funken  piers  of  large  timber  at  nearly 
equal  diftances :  the  fpaces  between 
were  filled  by  feparate  floats,  each 
about  fifty  feet  long  and  twelve  feet 
wide,  ftrongly  faftened  together  by 
chains  and  rivets,  and  alfo  faftened  to 
the  funken  piers.     Before  this  bridge 
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was  a  boom  made  of  very  large  pieces 
of  round  timber,  faftened  together  by 
rivetted  bolts  and  double  chains  made 
of  iron  an  inch  and  half  fquare. 

The  gun  boats  were  immediately 
moved  forward,   and  the   boom  and 
one  of  the  intermediate  floats  were  cut 
with  great  dexterity  and  difpatch  :  and 
Commodore  Lutwidge,    with  the  of- 
ficers and  feamen  in  his  department, 
partaking   the  general    animation,    a 
paflage  was  found  in  half  an  hour  for 
the    frigates    alfo,     through    impedi- 
ments,  which   the   enemy  had  been 
labouring    ten    months    together    to 
make    impenetrable.      During   thefe 
operations  Major-general  Reidefel  had 
paffed  to  Mount  Independence,  with 
the  corps  of  Breymen  and  part  of  the 
left  wing.     He  was  direfled  to  pro- 
ceed by  land  to  fuftain  Brigadier  Fra- 
zer,  or  to  aft  more  to  the  left,  if  he 
faw  it  expedient  fo  to  do.     The  Szd 
regiment  Britiih,  and  the  Brunfwick 
regiment  of  Prince  Frederic,  were  left 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Indepen- 
dence, in  the  place  of  the  parties  of 
Frazer's  brigade,  which  had  remained 
in  poffeffion  of  the  flores,  and  the  reft 
of  the  army  were  ordered  to  follow 
up  the  river,   as  they  could  be  col- 
lefted,  without  regard  to  the  place  of 
corps  in  the  line.      About   three  in 
the  afternoon  I  arrived  with  the  Royal 
George  and  Inflexible,  and  the  bell 
failing    gun    boats    and   batteaux    at 
South  Bay,    within    three    miles    of 
Skenefl)orough,  at  which  latter  place 
I  learned  the  enemy  were  ported  in  a 
fliockaded  fort,  and  their  armed  gallies 
at  the  falls  below. 

The  foremoft  regiments,  viz.  the 
9th,  20th,  andzift,  wereinllantlydif- 
embarked  and  afcended  the  mountain, 
with  intention  of  burning  the  fort  and 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
but  their  precipitate  flight  rendered 
this  manoeuvre  inefFeftual.  The  gun 
boats  and  frigates  continued  their 
courfe  to  Skenefljorough  falls.  Cap- 
tain Carter,  with  part  of  his  brigade 
#f  gun  boats,  immediately  attacked 


the  gallies,  and  with  fo  much-  fpirh 
that  two  of  them  very  foon  ilruck, 
the  other  three  were  blown  up  ;  and 
the  enemy  having  previoufly  prepared 
couibuftible  materials,  fet  fire  to  the 
fort,  mills,  ftorehoufes,  batteaux,  &c, 
and  retired  with  the  detachment  left 
for  that  purpofe,  the  main  body  hav- 
ing gone  off,  when  the  troops  were 
afcending    the  mountain.       A  great 
quantity  of  provifion  and  fonie  arms 
were  here  confumed,  and  molt  part  of 
their   officers    baggage   was    burned, 
funk  or  taken.     Their  lofs  in  the  at- 
tack is  not  known  ;  about  thirty  pri- 
foners  were  made,  among  which  were 
two  wounded  officers.     During  thefe 
operations  upon  the  right.  Brigadier 
Frazer  had  continued  his  puriuit  on 
the  road  to  Caitletown  'till  one  o'clock, 
having   marched  in  a  very  hot  day 
from  four    in   the  morning.      Some 
rtragglers    of   the  enemy    had    been 
picked  up,  from  whom  the  Brigadier 
learnt,  that  tlieir  rearguard  was  com- 
pofed  of  chofen  men,  and  commanded 
by  Colonel  Francis,  one  of  their  bell 
officers.      While   the   men   were    re- 
frelhing.  Major-general  Reidefel  came 
up,,  and   arrangements   having  been 
concerted  for  continuing  the  purfuit. 
Brigadier  Frazer  moved  forward  again, 
and  during    the  night   lay  upon   his 
arms  in  an  advantageous  fituation. 

July  7.  At  three  in  the  morning 
he  renewed  his  march,  and  about  five 
his  advanced  fcouts  difcovered  the 
enemy's  centries,  who  fired  their 
pieces,  and  joined  their  main  body. 
The  Brigadier  obferving  a  command- 
ing ground  on  the  left  of  his  light 
infantry,  immediately  ordered  it  to  be 
pofl'efled  by  that  corps ;  and  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  the  enemy  attempt- 
ing the  fame,  they  met.  The  enemy 
were  driven  back  to  their  original  poll . 
The  advanced  guard  under  Major 
Grant  were  by  this  time  engaged,  and 
the  grenadiers  were  advanced  to  fuf- 
tain  them,  and  to  prevent  the  right 
flank  from  being  turned.  The  Bri- 
gadier remained  on  the  left,   where 


(     35 

tfse  enemy,  aided  by  logs  and  trees^ 
dS:f^vded  themfblYss  long.  After 
being  dillodgedand  prevented  getting 
to  the  Caftletown  road  by  the  grena- 
diers, they  rallied  and  renewed  the 
aftion.  They  were  again  driven,  and 
attempted  to  retreat  by  Pittsford 
Mountain  :  but  the  grenadiers  fcram- 
bled  up  what  had  appeared  an  inac- 
ceflible  part  of  the  afcent,  and  gained 
the  fummit  before  them.  This  threw 
them  into  confufion.  They  were  fiill, 
neverthelefs,  greatly  fuperior  in  num- 
ber, andconfequently  in  extent,  and 
the  Brigadier,  in  momentary  expefla- 
tion  of  the  arrival  of  the  Germans, 
had  latterly  weakened  his  left  to  fup^ 
port  his  right.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment IVIajor-general  Reidefel  arrived 
with  the  foremoft  of  his  column,  viz. 
the  chafieur  company  and  eighty  gre- 
nadiers and  light  infantry.  His  judg- 
ment inftantly  pointed  to  him  the 
courfe  to  take.  He  extended  upon 
Brigadier  Frazer's  left  flank.  Major 
Berner  led  the  chafleurs  into  adlion 
with  great  gallantry,  and  they  were 
equally  well  fullained.  The  enemy 
fled  on  all  fides,  leaving  dead  upon 
the  field  Colonel  Francis  and  many 
ether  officers,  and  upwards  of  two 
hundred  private  men.  Above  Gx  hun- 
dred were  wounded,  many  of  whom 
perilhed  in  the  woods  attempting  to 
get  off;  and  one  Colonel,  ieven  Cap- 
tains, ten  fubalterns,  and  two  hundred 
and  ten  men,  were  made  prifoners. 
The  number  of  the  enemy  before  the 
aiEliou  amounted,  by  the  report  of  the 
prifoners,  to  t\\'0  thoui'and  men,  and 
they  wei'e  ftrongly  polled.  The  Eri- 
tifh  detachment  under  Brigadier  Fra- 
zer,  (the  parties  left  at  Ticonderoga 
the  day  before  not  having  been  able 
fo  rejoin)  confifted  only  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  fighting  men.  The 
bare  relation  of  io  fignal  an  adtion  is 
fufficient  for  its  praife.  Should  the 
•attack  againll  fuch  inequality  of  num- 
bers before  the  Germans  came  up 
^em  to  require  explanation,  it  is  to 
be  confidered.  that  the  enemy  might 
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have  efraped  by  delay ;  that  the  ad!- 
vanced  guard  found  tht-miclves  on  a 
fudden  too  near  the  enemy  to  avoid 
aiflion  v,'ithout  retreating;  and  that 
the  Brigadier  had  fuppcfed  the  Ger- 
man troops  to  be  very  near.  The 
difference  of  time  in  their  arrival  was 
m.erely  accidental.  Major-general 
Reidefel  and  thofe  he  commanded 
preffed  for  a  fhare  of  glory,  and  th?y 
arrived  in  time  to  obt  lin  it.  I  have 
only  to  add  upon  tlii:  event,  that  the 
exertions  of  Brigadier  Frazerwerc  but 
a  continuance  of  that  uniform  intelli- 
gence, adivity,  and  bravery,  which 
diilinguiili  his  charafler  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  and  entitle  him  to  be  recom- 
mended in  the  moft  particular  mannef 
to  his  Majeily's  notice.  The  other 
officers  and  foldiers  of  this  corps  have- 
prevented  any  diftinftions  of  indi\i- 
duals  by  a  general  and  equal  difplay 
of  fpirit. 

On  the  fame  day,  July  7,  the 
country  people  about  Skene Iborough 
having  reported  that  part  of  the  ene- 
my were  iHU  retreating  upon  Wood 
Creek,  the  9th  regim.ent  was  detached 
to  take  polt  near  Fort  Anne,  to  ob- 
ferve  their  motions.  This  v.'as  effect- 
ed, though  with  much  diificulty,  the 
roads  being  extremely  bad,  and  thd 
bridges  broken.  Tiie  other  ti-oops 
were  employed  all  that  day  and  night 
in  dragging  fifty  batteaux  over  the 
falls  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  the 
relt  of  the  firit  brigade  to  Fort  Aniie, 
to  diflodge  the  enemy  there. 

y^fy  8.  A  report  v/as  received 
from  Lieutenant-colonel  Hill,  com- 
manding the  9th  regiment,  that  the 
enemy  had  been  reinforced  in  the 
night  by  a  confiderable  body  of  fresTn 
troops;  that  he  could  not  retire  before 
them  with  his  regiment,  but  would 
maintain  his  ground.  The  two  re- 
maining regiments  of  the  firll  brigade 
under  Brigadier  Powell  were  ordered 
to  quicken  their  march ;  and,  upon 
fecond  intelligence  oi'  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  firing  being  heard,  the 
2odi  regiment  v/ere  oi-dered  forward, 

and 
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and  M.ijor-2:2neraI  Phillips,  with  fome 
pieces  of  artillery,  was  fent  to  take 
the   command.     A  violent   ftorm  of 
rain,  which  laded  the  whole  day,  pre- 
vented thefe  troops  from  getting  to 
Fort  Anne  fo  foon  as  was  intended; 
but  the  delay  gave  the  9th  regiment 
an  opportunity  of  diftinguiJhing  them- 
foives  by   Handing  and  repulfmg  an 
attack   of  fix    times  their   numbers. 
The  enemy  finding  the  polition  not  to 
be  forced  in  front,    endeavoured    to 
furround  it ;  and,  from  the  fuperiority 
of  their  numbers,  that  inconvenience 
was  to  be  apprehended,  and  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Hill  therefore  found  it 
neceflary  to  change  his  ground  in  t)ie 
heat  of  adion<     So  critical  an  order 
was  executed  by  the  regiment  with 
the  greateft  Ileadinefs    and  bravery. 
The  enemy,  after  an  attack  of  three 
hours,  were  totally  repulfed  with  great 
lofs.      They  fled  towards  Fort  Ed- 
ward, fetting  fire  to  Fbrt  Anne,  but 
leaving   a  faw   mill  and   blockhoufe 
in  good  repair,  which  latter  v/as  af- 
terwards   pofTclTed     by    the    King's 
troops.     The  9th  regiment  acquired, 
during  their  expedition,  about  thirty 
prifoners,   fome  ftores  and   baggage, 
and  the  colours  of  the  fecond  Hamp- 
ihire    regiment.      The  accidertts    to 
counterballance  thefe  feveral  fuccefles 
are  few.  The  fervice  has  loll  an  officer 
of  great  gallantry  and  experience  in 
Major   Grant.       The    other    officers 
killed  are  alfo  to  be  much  regreUed 
Captain  Montgommery  of  the  9th  re- 
giment, an  officer  of  much  merit,  was 
wounded  in  the  leg  early  in  the  aftion, 
and  was  in  the  aft  of  being  dreffed 
by   the  furgeon,  when  the  regiment 
changed  ground ;  being  unable  to  help 
himfelf,     he   and  the  furgeon    were 
taken  prifoners.     I  hear  he  has  bsen 
well  treated,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovering  at  Albany.    The  wounded 
officers  and  men  in  general  here  are 
alfo  likely  to  do  v.ell. 

yuly  9  and  10.  The  army  much 
fatigued,  many  part?  of  it  having 
wanted  their  proviiions  for  two  days, 


almoll  the  whole  of  their  tents  and 
^'igg'ige,  afiembled  in  their  prefent 
pofition.  The  right  wing  occupies 
the  height  of  Skeneiborough  in  two 
lines,  covered  on  the  right  flank  by 
Reidefel's  dragoons,  en  potence ;  the 
left  flank  to  Wood  Creek.  The 
Brunfwic  troops,  under  General  Rei- 
defel,  are  upon  Caftleton  river  with 
Breymen's  corps,  upon  the  commu- 
nication of  roads  towards  Pulteney  and 
Rutland.  The  regiment  of  He.le 
Hanau  are  at  the  head  of  Eafl:  Creek, 
to  preferve  the  communication  with 
tlie  camp  at  Caftleton,  and  fecure  the 
batveaux.  Brigadier  Frazer's  corps 
is  in  tiie  centre  to  move  on  either  wing 
of  the  army. 

The  remains  of  Tieonderoga  army 
are  at  Fort  Edward,  where  they  have 
been  joined  by  confiderable  corps  of 
frefli  troops. 

Roads  are  opening  to  march  to 
them  by  Fort  Anne,  and  the  Wood 
Creek  is  clearing  of  fallen  trees  and 
funken  llones,  and  other  obftacles,  to 
give  pafiage  to  batteaux  carrying  ar- 
tillery, ftores,  provifions  and  camp 
equipage.  Thefe  are  laborious  works : 
but  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  the  troops 
are  fufficient  to  furmount  them.  In 
the  mean  time  all  poffible  diligence 
is  ufmg  at  Tieonderoga  to  get  gun- 
boats, batteaux  and  provifion  vefTels, 
into  Lake  George.  A  corps  of  the 
army  vfill  be  ordered  to  penetrate  by 
that  route,  which  will  be  afterwards 
the  route  of  the  magazines ;  and  a 
jundlion  of  the  whole  is  intended  at 
Fort  Edward. 

I  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfliip  here- 
with, returns  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  lifts  of  fuch  parts  of  the  ar- 
tillery, provifions  and  fliores  taken 
from  the  enemy  as  could  be  collefled 
in  fo  Ihort  a  time.  By  a  written  ac- 
count found  in  the  Commiflary's  hou(e 
at  Tieonderoga,  fix  thoufand  odd 
hundred  perfons  were  fed  from  the 
magazines  the  day  before  the  evacu- 
ation. I  h.ave  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
J.  BURGOYNE. 
Y  y  liji 
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Lift  of  the  killed  and  nvouuded  of  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lieii- 
tena-nt-general  Burgo^ne,  f'om  the 
2d  of  July  to  the  Sth,    1777. 

yulj  2.  Captain  Frafer's  Rangers. 
I  Indian  killed,  i  Lieutenant,  3 
Indians,  ivoundcd.  I  P.ank  and 
■    File  prifdners. 

July  6.  Royal  Artillery.  1  Lieu- 
tenant, I  Rank  and  File,  killed. 
1  Rank  and  File  n.vonnded. 

Britijh  Brigadier-General  Frazer''s 
Corps.  ' 

Light  hfantry.  I  Lieutenant,  i 
Serjeant,  10  Rank  and  File,  killed. 
I  Major,  2  Captains,  2  Lieute- 
nants, 4  Serjeants,  7^  R.ink  and 
File,  ^vounded. 

Grenadiers.     1 1  Rank  and  File  killed. 

1  Major,  3  Captains,  3  Lieute- 
nants, 4  Serjeants,  35  Rank  and 
File,  n.vounded. 

2  Companies  of  the  2\th  Regiment 
prefent,  i  Major,  3  Rank  and 
File,  killed,     z  Serjeants  tvoundcd. 

Total.  I  Major,  1  Lieutenant,  1 
Serjeant,  24  Rank  and  File,  killed. 

2  Majors,  5  Captains,  x  Lieute- 
nants, ^o  Serjeants,  109  Rank  and 
File,   ^wounded. 

Germans,    Lieutenant  -  Colonel    Brey- 

man  s  Corps. 
July  7.      De  la  Compagnie  des  Chaf- 

fetirs.     4  Rank  and    File,    killed. 

I   Lieutenant,  6    Rank  and   File, 

nuounded. 
Du  Bat t allien  de  LTnfanterie  legere. 

3  Rank  and  File,  killed.     4  Rank 
•    and  File,  n.vounded. 

Des  Grenediers.  2  Rank  and  File, 
killed.  1  Serjeant,  1  Rank  and 
File,  ^wounded. 

Total.  9  Rank  and  File,  killed,  i 
Lieutenant,  i  Serjeant,  1 1  Rank 
and  File,  --wounded. 

July  8.  (jth  Regiment.  \  Lieute- 
nant, I  Serjeant,  1 1  Rank  and 
File,  killed,  i  Captain,  2  Lieute- 
nants, 19  Rank  and  File,  dvoimded. 
I  Captain,   i  Surgeon,  prifcners. 


Total  of  the  Killed  and  IVoitnded  in 

the  abo've  Anions. 
I  Major,  3  Lieutenants,  2  Serjeants, 
45  Rank  and  File,  !  Indian,  killed. 
2  Majors,  6  Captains,  9  Lieute- 
nants, I  I  Serjeants,  140  Rank  and 
■  File,  3  Indians,  <vjop.nded.  1  Cap- 
tain, I  i'urgcon,  I  Rank  and  File, 
prifoncrs. 

Britrjh  Ojjieers  Killed  and  Wounded. 

July  z.  53^/  Regiment.  Lieutenant 
Hau^'hton ,  n.>jouudcd. 

July  6.  Royal  Artillery.  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Cleland,  killed.  Volunteer 
Sutton,  nvounded. 

KILLED. 

July  7.  Major  Grant,    2\th  B.egiment. 
Lieutenant  Douglas,  2()th  Reg. 
Lieut.  Hoggart,  oi  x!a.z.Marines . 

W  O  U  N  D  E  D. 

Light  Infantry.  Captain  Harris,  z^\ih 

Rep-iiiient. 
Captain  Craig,  43^  Ditto. 
Major  Earl  of  Balcarras,  :;  ^d  Ditto. 
Lieutenant  Jones,  did  Ditto. 
Grenadiers.     Captain   Stapylton,   ()th 

Ditto. 
Lieutenant  Row,  (^th  Ditto. 
Major  Ackland,   20th  Ditto. 
Lieutenant  Steele,  zgth  Ditto. 
Captain  Rofs,   34//^  Ditto. 
Lieutenant  Richardfon,  T^i^th  Ditto. 
Captain  Shrlmpton,  (^zd  Ditto. 
Volunteer  Lindfay. 

P:  I  L  L  E  D.      ' 

July  8.  Lie-utenant  Wellrcp,   gth  R.e- 
gijnent. 

W  O  U  N  D  E  D. 
July   5?.    Captain   Montgomery,   (^th 
Regiment,  and  prifoner  with  the 
Enemy. 
Lieutenant  Stavely,  gth  Regiment. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  Ditto. 
Adjutant  Fielding,   Ditto. 
July  J.  The  Germans  had  one  ofnccr 
wounded  of  the  ChaiTeur  Com- 
pany, Lieutenant  Crufe. 
(Signed) 

R,  KingRon,  Dep,  Adj.  Gen. 

Return 
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Re/ urn  of  the  different  Prouifions  taken  pounders  31^9.  Nine-pour*^ers  280. 
at    Ticona'eroga  and  Fort  Ind.'pzn^  Six -pounders  886.      Four  Pounders 

deftce,onJu!y  6,    1777.  J  2.      Thrce-pounders  70. 

Ticonderoga.  57  Barrjis  of  flour,  ig  Grape  Shot.  Thircy-two  pounders  19. 
barrels  of  pork,  3  i  bufhcis  of  fak.  Twenty-four-pounders  40.  Eigh- 
50  barrels  of  bifcuit.  tecn-poundcrs  06.     Twelve-poun- 

Fort  Independence.  171:  barrels  of  ders  15,  Ninc-pouniers  8.  Six- 
ilour,  6^0  barrels  of  pork,   5  bar-         pounders  84.    8  Inch  howitzers  10.. 

Double-headed  Shot.  32  Pounders  20. 
Eighteen-pouiidcrs  68.  Twclve- 
poaaders  46.     Nine-pounders  90. 


rels  of  beef,    60  barrels  of  peafc, 


120  gallons  of  rum. 
Total.      1748    barrels 


of 


flour,  649 
barrels  of  pork,  5  barrels  of  beef, 
60  barrels  of  peafe,  3  i  bulhels  of 
fak,  1  20  gallons  Oi  ruin,  50  barrels 
of  bifcuit. 

I76S    barrels    of  flour,    at 

1951b.  each,  is  344,760 

50  ditto  of  bifcuit,  at  icolb. 

each,  IS  . —  5,000 


349,760 


649     Barrels    cf   pork,     at 

2  2oib.  each, 
5  Ditto  of  beef,  at  2ioIb. 

each,  


142,760 


1,050 
143,830 


N.  B.  87  Barrels  more  cf  beef  and 
pork,  fuppofed  to  be  damaged. 


Return  of  the  Ordnance,  Shot,  and 
Shells,  ^c.  taken  at  'Ticonderosa 
and  Mount  Independence,    fi'-ly   6, 

IRON  ORDNANCE. 

Thirty-two  pounders  2,  i  fpiked. 
Twenty-four  pounders  2,  1  fpiked. 
Eighteen  pounders  10,  6  fpiked. 
Twelve-pounders  10,  S  fpiked. 
Nine-pounders  18,  6  fj^)iked.  Si.Y- 
pounders  34,  1 5  fpiked.  Four- 
pouhders  9,  i  fpiked.  Two-pounder 
I,  not  fpiked.  One-pounder  2,  net 
fpiked.  8  Inch  howitzers  2.  Pe- 
tards 2.  Brafs  mortars  5  \  inch  i. 
Total  93. 
SHOT. 

Round  Shot.  Thirty-two  Pounders  30. 
Twenty- four-pounders  54.  Eigh- 
teen -  pounders     268.        Twelve- 


Six-pounders  52. 

SHELLS, 
Thirteen-inch    30.       Ten-inch     40, 
Eight-inch  187.   Five  and  .'   inch. 
219.     Four  and  y  inch  170. 

Iron  Round  Shot  o^\       ,  *  >  Boxes  30. 

Corned  Po'cider  in  Barrels.  Whole 
Barrels  29.  Broken  ditto  9. 
Bcfidcs  the  above  ordnance  there  is 
alfo  taken  great  quantities  of  military 
llores  of  every  denomination,  in- 
trenching tools,  &c.  &c.  <Sjc. 

Return  cf  Ordnance  taken  and  dejiroyed 
in  the  fiue  armed  njejfels  at  Skenef- 
horough,   July  6,    1777. 


Iron     Ordnance     tczken. 


Eisfhteenr 


pounders  2.   Six-pounders  2.  Four- 
pounders  6.     Tv.o -pounders  4. 
Total  14. 

Iron    Ordnance    defrayed.       Tvvelve- 
poundersz.  Six-pounders  2.  Four- 
poundcrs  13.     Two-pounders  4. 
Total  35  taken  and  deftroyed. 

One    veflel     loaded    with     powder, 
taken  — Quantity  not  known. 

One  veflel  loaded  with  powder^  blown 
up — Quantity  not  known. 

Total  of  Artillery  taken     107 

Totalof  Artillery  deltroyed  21 

General  Total   128  Pieces. 

Exclufive  of  {hot  and  fliells,  &c. 
defcribed  in  the  above  return,  there 
were  alfo  great  numbers  of  batteaux 
loaded  with  military  llores  and  pow- 
der, which  v/erc  all  burnt  or  blown 
up  by  the  rebels  at  Skenefborough, 
July  6,    1777. 

y  y  2  Admiralty' 
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Admiralty-office,  Auguji  23,   1777. 

Lieutenant  Sayer,  of  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Garland,  arrived  here  this  morn- 
ing, with  a  letter  from  Captain  Pear 
fon,  commander  of  that  fliip,  and 
fenior  fea  officer  in  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  to  Mr.  Stephens ;  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extradl : 

Garland,  Quebec,  July  22,  if] J- 
You  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  my 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, that  the  rebels  having  abandoned 
Ticonderoga  on  the  6  th  of  this 
month,  without  making  any  other  de- 
fence than  from  two  or  three  of  their 
armed  vefTels,  which  fome  of  our  gun- 
boats foon  filenced ;  I  herewith  inclofe, 
for  their  Lordfhips  further  informa- 
tion, a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
ftant,  from  Capt.  Lutwedge  of  his 
Majefty's  fhip  Triton,  commanding 
in  the  naval  department  on  the  lakes ; 
who  alfo  informs  me,  by  letter  of  the 
18th,  which  arrived  here  this  diy, 
that  many  of  our  gun-boats  were  got 
over  land  into  Lake- George  ;  that 
every  thing  was  going  on  as  well  as 
could  be  wilhed  ;  and  that  there  was 
every  appearance  of  a  fuccefsful  cam- 
paign. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from   Captain  Lut- 
<ivedge  to  Captain  Psarfon,  dated  en 
hoard  the  Royal  George,  of  Skenef- 
b  ore  ugh,   July  J,    1777, 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  )'0U, 
that,    very  early  this  morning  the  re- 
bels    abandoned     Ticonderoga    and 
Mount  Independent,  leaving   behind 
all  their  artillery,  ftores,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  provifions.     A  part  of  them 
moved  off  by  land  (by  No.  4)  towards 
New  England,  and  the  remainder  in 
batteaux,  with  their  armed  ve/i'els,  up 
to  Skenefborough. 

Three  Britifh  regiments,  with  the 
Hefie  Hanau  regiment,  and  fome  gun 
batteaux,  moved  up  the  river  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  At  nine  A.  M.  the 
Royal  George  and   Inflexible  fail«;d 


up,  through  the  bridge  at  Ticonde- 
roga, and,  with  a  favourable  wind, 
got  up  within  half  a  mile  of  Skenef- 
borough, where  I  found  the  gun  bat- 
teaux engaged  with  the  enemy's  vef- 
f?ls. 

The  fhips  were  not  able  to  get 
near  enough  to  be  of  any  ufe,  except 
from  their  appearance  ;  and  foon  after 
th?  firing  from  the  enemy's  veflels 
ceafed.  The  crews  of  two  of  their 
veflels  were  obliged  to  quit  them, 
from  the  fire  of  the  gun-boats  people, 
who  afled  with  great  fpirit  on  the  oc- 
cafoa;  and  the  other  three  were 
burnt  and  blown  up.  General  Bur- 
gcyiie,  who  was  on  board  the  Royal 
George,  v/ent  round  and  landed,  with. 
a  part  of  the  army?  in  South  Bay, 
and  came  to  Skenelhorough    in   the 


evening. 


A  great  quantity  of  arms,  {lores, 
officers  baggage,  &c.  were  deltroyed 
in  the  batteaux  of  the  rebels,  which 
were  burnt  with  the  vefleld.  From 
the  bell:  intelligence  we  have,  the  i-e- 
bel  aimy  is  entirely  difperfed,  and  no 
probability  of  their  joining  again  to 
interrupt  the  progrefs  of  our  army 
fouthward. 

Annexed  is  a  lift  of  the  rebel  fleet 
taken  and  deilroyed  ;  and  they  have 
now  no  armed  veflels  of  any  kind  left. 
I  am,  &c. 

SKEFF.  LUTWEDGE. 

A  lift  rf  i-cffeh  taken  and  defroyed at 
Skenejborough,  Juh  6,    1777. 

Tru7nbiill  Galky.  2  Eighteen-poun- 
ders.  2  Six-pounders.  6  Four-poun- 
ders. 4  Two-pounders,  and  1  2  Swi- 
vels.—t;iken. 

Liberty  fchoo?ier,  laden  with  powder, 
taken. 

Revenge  fioDp,  burnt  and  blown  up. 

Gates  Grlley.  2  Twelve-pounders,  2 
Six-pounders,  3  Four-pounders,  4 
Two-pounders,  and  8  Swivels  «. 
burnt  and  blown  up. 

Enirrpri%e  Schooner,  a  provifion  veflel, 
burnt.  [^London  Gazette. 

ExtraSl 


EiCtraEl   of    a    letter   from     General 
Schuyler /o  Gf;;rrfl/ Washing- 


ton. 


Saratoga,  July  7,   1 777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Soon  after  I  had  difpatched  the 
letter,  which  I  did  myfelf  the  honour 
to  addrefs  to  your  Excellency  from 
Stillwater,  I  met  with  Lieut.  Colonel 
Hav,  Deputy  Quarter-mailer  Gene- 
ral ',  who  was  at  I'iconderoga  :  he  in- 
forms me,  that  on  Saturday,  it  had 
been  agreed  upon  to  retreat  from  Ti- 
conderoga  and  Mount  Independence ; 
that  between  two  and  three  o'clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  General  St. 
Clair,  with  the  reil  of  the  General 
Officers  and  the  army,  marched  out 
of  the  lines  at  Mount  Independence  ; 
that  Col.  Long,  with  about  600  men, 
embarked  on  board  our  few  vefTels, 
and  in  batteaux  ;  that  jull  before 
tljey  arrived  at  Skenefborough,  they 
were  overtaken  by  the  enemy's  vef- 
Tels, in  which  we  loft  all  our  ammu- 
nition. 

The  troops  under  Col.  Long  are 
arrived  at  t'ort  Ann  ;  where  Gen. 
St.  Clair  is  with  the  main  body,  I 
have  not  yet  learned.  Col.  Hay 
im.igined  he  would  come  by  the  way 
of  Skenelborough  ;  if  fo,  he  will  fall 
in  with  the  enemy,  who  have  taken 
pofleffion  there.  Capt.  Duntignore, 
who  is  juft  arrived  here,  confirms  Col. 
Hay's  account,  except  as  to  Gen.  St. 
Clair,  who,  he  underftood,  was  to 
march  to  No.  4 ;  this  is  not  likely. 
I  have  difpatched  an  officer  to  meet 
General  St.  Clair,  and  requefted  that 
lie  fhould  march  by  the  ihorteft  rout 
to  Fort  Edward.  As  I  have  related 
the  above  from  memory,  I  may  have 
omitted  fome,  and  mifapprehended 
other  circumftances.  It  is  impoifible 
to  fay  what  poft  we  fhall  take ;  it  de- 
•  pends  on  the  rout  the  enemy  mean 
£0  purfue. 

fublilhed  by  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 


7   ) 

Philadelphia,  July  22. 
Copy  of  a    letter  from    General  St. 
CL-ivrR  to  Congrefs,  tinted  Fort  Ed- 
ivard,  fuly  14,    \']'J1 . 

Sir, 
Congrefs  may  proably  think  it  ex- 
traordinary that  fo  much  time  fhould 
have  elapfed  before  they  heard  from 
me,  after  a  ftep  of  fuch  confequence, 
as  the  evacuation  of  the  polls  that 
had  been  intrufted  to  my  care ; 
but  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  write 
whilft  on  the  march  to  this  place.  I 
am  forry  to  find  that  my  letter  to 
General  Schuyler,  the  night  the  eva- 
cuation took  place,  has  not  come  to 
his  hands,  asforwant  of  that,  though 
he  has  doubtlefs  informed  Congrefs 
of  the  matter,  he  could  not  give  them 
the  reafons  that  induced  it.  They 
were  thefe  : 

Seeing  that  the  ports  of  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Mount  Independence  were 
nearly  inverted,  and  having  intelli- 
gence by  my  fpies  that  they  would 
be  completely  fo  in  2^  hours,  when 
we  ihould  be  cut  oft'  from  all  polTibi- 
lity  of  fuccour,  that   the  batteries  of 
the  enemy  were  ready  to  open,  and 
the  whole  of  our  encampment  on  the 
I'iconderoga    fide    expofed   to   their 
fire  ;  confidering  at  the  fame  time  the 
weaknefs   of  the  garrifon,    that  the 
eft'eftive  numbers  were  not  fufiicient 
to  man  one  half  of  the  works,  and 
that  confequently  the  whole  muft  be 
upon  conrtant  duty,  which  they  could 
not  poffibly  long  fuftain,  and  that  of 
courfe,  the  places,  with  the  garrifon, 
muft  inevitably,  in  a  very  few  days, 
fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  I   faw 
no  alternative  but  endeavouring   to 
evacuate  them,  and  bring  off"  the  ar- 
my ;  v.'hereupon  I  called  the  General 
Officers  together,  to  take  their  fenti- 
ments  :     they   weje    unanimoufly   of 
opinion,    that  the  places   fliould  be 
evacuated,  vv'itliout  the  leaft  lofs   of 
time,  and  it  was  accordingly  fet  about 
that    night,  the  5  th    inftant.     After 
embarking  in  boats  as  much  of  our 
cannon,   provifions,    and  ftorcs,    as 

was 
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was  pofllble,  with  the  boats  -which 
were  ordered  to  Skecniborouo-h,  I 
lent  Coi.  Long,  an  ailive,  diligent, 
and  good  officer,  to  take  the  com- 
mand there,  with  his  regiment  and 
the  invalids,  until  I  Ihould  join  him 
with  the  army,  which  was  to  march 
to  that  place  by  Cafcleton.  The 
body  of  the  arrny  reached.  Cafcleton 
the  next  eveipng,  30  miles  from  Ti- 
conder;oga,  and  1 2  from  Skeenfbo- 
rougli ;  but  the  rear  guard,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Vvarner^  which, 
with  the  flragglers  and  iniirm, 
amounted  to  near  1200,  flopped  Ihort 
at  that  place  fix  miles,  and  were  next 
morning  attacked  by  -  a  frrong  de- 
tachment the  enemy  iiad  fent  to  hang 
upon  our  rear,  and  retard  our  march. 
'i.Ayo  ivjgiments  of  militia,  who  had 
left  us  the  evening  before,  and  had 
Kaited  about  two  miles  from  Col. 
Wa^wer,  ,w,ere  immediately  ordered  to 
his  afiiilance,  but  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  they  marched  diredly  down  to 
me  ;  at  the  fame  time  I  received  in- 
formation that  the  enemy  were  in 
poileflion  of  Skeenlborough,  and  had 
cut  oil"  all  our  boats  and  armed  vef- 
fels.  This  obliged  me  to  change  my 
route,  that  I  might  not  be  put  be- 
twixt two  fires,  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  able  to  bring  off  Col.  Warner,  to 
Vv'hom  I  fent  orders,  if  he  found  tlie 
ene.ny  too  fcroag,  to  retreat  to  Rut- 
land, where  he  would  find  me  ta  co- 
ver him,  tliat  place  lying  nearly  at 
an  equal  diilance  from  both.  Before 
my  orders  r.  ached  iiim,  his  party  was 
difperfed,  after  having  for  a  con- 
ii^trabie  time  fultaiaed  a  very  warm 
engagement,  in  njchich  the  enemy  fuf - 
fcred  fo  much,  that  they.purjued  but  a 
Jmall  dljlance.  Our  lois  1  cannot  af- 
certain,  but  belie'vs  it  does  pet  exceed 
40  hilled  ard  vjounded.  A  bo  u  t  2  c  o  of 
tne  party  liave  joined  me  at  Rutland 
and  hnce,  but  great  numbers  of  them 
are  ftill  miffing,  and  i  fufpeft  have 
got  dovin  to  Ne>v-Engla:rd  by  the 
way  of  Number  Four.  After  a  very 
fatiguing  inarch  of  fevgn.  days,,  in 
\Yxhi5h  the  army  fuii'cred  much  from 


bad  weather  and  want  of  provifions,- 
I  joined  General  Schuyler  the  12th 
inll:ant. 

It  was  my  original  plan  to  retreat 
to  this  place,  that  I  might  be  betVvdxt 
General  Burgoyne  and  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  the  militia  might ' 
have  fomething  in  this  cjtiarter  to  col- 
leiit  to.  It  is  now  effeded,  ,and  the  ■ 
militia  are  coming  in,  fo  that  I  have 
the  rnofl  fanguine  liopes  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy  will  be  checked, 
and  I  may  yet  have  the  fatisfa(^ionvto 
experience,  that  although  I  have  loft 
a  poj},  I  haiie  e-ventuaUji.  fa-ved  a 
State.  Perhaps.  1  may  be  cenfured, 
by  thofe  wjio  are  unacquainted  with: 
the  fituation  I  was  in,  for  not  cal- 
ling the  militia  fooner  to  my  afHll- 
ance.  I  tliink  I  informed  Congrefs 
that  I  could  not  do  that  for  want  of 
provifions ;  and  as  foon  as  I  got  a 
fupply  I  did  call  for  them,  and  was 
joined  by  near  900  the  day  before  the 
evacuation,  uat  they  came  from  home 
fo  ill  provided,  that  they  could  not, 
nor  did  not,  propofe  to  Hay  with  me 
but  a  few  days.  The  two  Mafiachu- 
fetts  regiments  of  m.ilitia  likewife, 
which  compofed  part  of  the  garrifon, 
gave  me  notice  that  their  time  ex- 
pired in  two  days,  and  they  intended 
then  to  go  home.  In  vain  did  I  l?eg 
of  their  officers  to  exert  every  influ- 
ence they  had  over  them ;  and  from 
their  fubfequent  behaviour,  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  the  officers  are  moll 
to  blame.  They  kept  with  me,  how- 
ever, for  two  days  on  the  march  ;  but 
their  conduce  was  fo  licentious  and 
diforderly,  and  their  example  begin- 
ning to  affecl  the  Continental  troops, 
I  was  conllrained  to  fend  them  off. 

Enciofed  is  a  copy  of  the  Council 
of  war,  in  which  you  will  find  the 
principles  upon  which  the  retreat  was 
undertaken.  As  I  found  all  the  Ge- 
neral Officers  fo  fully  of  opinion, 
that  it  ffiould  be  done  immediately, 
I  forbore  to  mention  to  them  many 
circumllances  which  might  have  in- 
fluenced them,  and  which  l  ihould 
have  laid  before  them  had  they  been 

,         ■         of 
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of  different  fentiments  ;  for  I  .vyas, 
and  ftill  am,  fo  firmly  convinced  of 
the  neceflity,  as  well  as  the  propriety 
of  it,  that  I  believe  I  ihoiild  have 
ventnred  upon  it,  had  they  been 
every  one  againft  it. 

I  have  the  uti Vioft  confidence  in  the 
candour  of  Congrefs ;  and  perfuade 
jnyfelf,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  they 
liave  fuftained,  whe'i  they  have  im- 
partially confidercd  that  I  v/as  polled 
with  little  more  than  -  oco  men  in  a 
place  that  required  io,coo  to  defend 
it,  that  thefe  zooo  were  ill  equipped, 
and  worfe  armed,  not  above  one  bay- 
onet in  ten,  an  arm  elTential  in  the 
defence  of  lines :  that  with  thefe 
zcoo  I  have  made  good  a  retreat 
from  under  the  nofe  of  an  army  at 
leall  four  times  their  number,  and 
have  them  now  betwixt  the  enemy 
and  the  counvry,  ready  to  a£l  againil 
them,  that  my  conduct  will  appear 
at  leaft  not  deferving  cenfure. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Ar.  St.  Clair. 

p.  S.  The  enemy's  force,  from  the 
bell:  accounts,  ii   3500  Britiih,-  4000 
Brunfwick   and    HelTe  Kanau,    200 
Indians,  and  200  Canadians. 
ne  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Efq. 

At  a  Council  cf  General  Officers  kcld 
at    Ticonderoga,     "J'dy    <;,    ,1777; 
prefcnt    Majifi- -genera I    St..  dairy 
Brigadier-general  De    R.o.che   Fer- 
moy^  Brigadier-general  Poor,  Bri- 
gadier-general Palter/012,    a?id  Co- 
lonel Com^nandant  .Long. 
General  St.   C]a;'r  reprefented   to 
the  Council,  that  as  thecei  is  reafon 
to   believe  that  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  are  ready  to  open  upon  <. the 
Ticonderoga  iide,  and  that  the  camo 
is   very  much  e::pofcd  to  their  fire, 
and  to  be  enfiladed  on  all  quarters,, 
and  as  there  is  alfo  reafon  to  expetl 
an    attack    upon    Ticonderoga    and 
Mount   Independence    at   the    fame 
time,    in  which    cafe   neither  could, 
draw  any  fupport  from  the  other,  he 
defu-es  their  opinion,  whether  it  would 
be  moft  proper  to  remove  the  tents 


to  the  low  ground,  where  they  would 
be  lefs  expofcd,  and  wait  the  atljtck 
at  the  Ticonderoga  lines  ;  or  v/hether 
the  whole  of  the  troops  iLouId  be 
drawn  over  to  Mount  Indepe'idence, 
the  more  efieilually  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  that  poil;  ? 

At  the  fame  time  the  General  beg- 
ged leave  ",to  inform  them,  that  the 
whole  of  our  force  confilled  of  2089 
eiFecllve  rank  and  file,  including  124 
artificers  auarmed,  befides  the  corps  of 
artillery,  and  about  900  militia  that 
have  joined  us,  and  cannot  flay  but 
a  fev/  days. 

The  Council  were  unanlmoufly  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  impoffible  with 
cur  force  to  defend  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence,  and  that  the 
troops,  cannon,  and  flores,  fhould  be 
removed  this  night,  if  poilible,  to 
■Mount  Independence. 

2.d.  Wiiecher,  after, the  divifion  of 
the,  srmy  at  Ticonderoga  have  re- 
treated to  Mount  Independence,  we 
fhail  be  in  a  fituatlon  to  defend  that 
poil ;  or,  in  cafe  it  cannot  be  de- 
fended, if  a  retreat  into  the  counuy 
Vwitiibe  pracliicable  ? 

The  Ccup.cil  are  unanimoully  of 
opinion,  that  as  the  enemv  have  al- 
ready nearly  furrounded  us,  and  there 
remains  nothing  more  to  inveH:  us 
completely,  but  .their  occupying  the 
neck  of  land  betwixt  the  lakes  and 
the  eaft  creek,  which  is  not  more 
tiian  three  quarters  of  a  mile  over, 
and  polTelfing  themfelvcs  of  the  Nar- 
jowg  b^t\vi.\t  us  and  Skeenfborough, 
V  cuttinq;  off  all  communi- 


and. 

cation  •  witk  the  country,  a  retreat 
ou^ht.to  be  undertaken  as  foon  as 
pomblc,  and  that  we  Ihall  be  very 
fortunate  toeiTedl  it. 

A.  St.  Clair,  Maj.  Gen. 
De  Roche  Fermoy,  B.G. 
Signed;,  Enoch  Poor,  B.  G. 

John  Patter.son,  B.  G. 
Col.  Commandant  Long. 
A  \xw.t  copy  taken  from  the  original. 
Isaac  Budd  Dunn,  A.  D.  C. 
Fub.'liaed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

The 
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^ie  Neiv-Tork  Gazette  contains  the  Lake    George,    as  our    own    worki 
following  apology,    ivritten   by    a  wouKl  have  been   againft  us.     Their' 
General     Officer    in    the    Northern  Ihipping    would   have    deftrcyed  our 
army,  for  the  enjacnation  of  Ticon-  connexion  with  Skeenfborough,  and 
deroga.  their   main    body  might  have    been 
Our  force  confifted  of  about  4000  placed  on   this   neck  of  land,  who, 
men,  including  the  corps  of  artillery  by  a  -few   works,  might   have  pre- 
and  aitificers,  who  were  not  armed ;  vented  all    fupplies    and    reinforce- 
a  confiderable  part  of  which  Were  mi-  ments;  we  might  have  ftaid  at  the 
litia ;  we  could  not  br'ng  above  3000  Mount   as    long    as    our    provifions 
fit  for  duty  into  the  field  ;  General  would  have  fupported   us ;    we  had 
Burgoyne  came  againft  us  with  8000  flour  for  thirty  days,  and  meat  fuffi- 
healthy,  fpirited  troops,  with  a  lake  cient  only  for  a  week.     Under  thefe 
force  connlting  of  three  50  gun  Ihips,  circumftances  General   St.  Clair,  on 
or   under,  mounting  fourteen    brafs  the  16th  inftant,  called  a  Council  of 
24  pounders ;  two  thirteen  inch  mor-  War,  and  an  evacuation  was  accord- 
tars,  a  number  of  howitzers,  feveral  ingly  agreed  upon,  as  the  only  means 
floops,  gun-boats,  &rc.  &c.  of  faving  the  army  from  captivity. 
^  I'heir  ftrength  being  fo  very  fupe-  It  was  neceflary  alfo  that  our  retreat 
rlor  to  ours,  obliged  us  to  tamely  fit  fliould  be  precipitate,  as  the  commu- 
ftill,  and  fee  them  eredl  batteries  all  nication  was  almoll  cut  off,  and  they 
around  us,  without  hazarding  a  fally  ;  would  foon  be  apprized  of  our  defigns. 

two  batteries  were  eredled  in  front  of 

our   lines,    on   higher   ground    than        Philadelphia,  Aug.  6.  On  the  29th 
ours,  within  half  a  mile  i  on  our  left,  ult.  the  Congrefs  met,  and  came  tO 
they  had  taken  poll:  on   a  very  high  the  following  refolutions  : 
hill  overlooking  all  our  works ;  our        Refolved,    That    an   enquiry    be 
right  vi'ould  have  been  commanded  by  made  into  the  rcafons   of  the  evacu- 
their  Ihipping  and  batteries  they  had  ation    of  Ticonderoga    and    Mount 
eredled  on  the  other  fide  the  lake,  Independence,  and  into  the  conduft 
that  cur  lines  at  Ticonderoga  would  of  the  General  Ofiicers  who  were  in 
have  been  of  no  fervice,  and  we  mull  the  Northern  department  at  the  tinac 
have  inevitably  abandoned  them  in  a  of  the  evacuation. 
fe\v  days  after  their  batteries  opened.         That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
which   would    have    been    the    next  digelt  and  report  the  mode  of  con- 
morning.     We  then  Ihould  have  been  ducking  the  enquiry, 
neceflitated  to  retire  to  Fort  Indcpen-         Jr/ly  30.  Refolved,   That  Majrr- 
dence;  the  confequence  ofvv-hich,  I  general  St.   Clair,  who   commanded 
conceive,    would   have    been    much  at  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Indepen- 
worfe  than   the   mode  adopted  ;  for  dence,  forthwith  do  repair  to  Head 
the  moment  we   had   left  Ticonde-  Quarters. 

roga  Fort,  they  could  fend  their  ihip-  Augujl  \ .  Refolved,  That  Major- 
ping  by  us,  and  prevent  our  commu-  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair 
nication  with  Skeenfborough ;  then  to  Head  Quarters, 
the  only  avenue  t«  Fort  Independence  That  General  Wafhington  be  d'u 
would  have  been  by  a  narrow  neck  of  redled  to  order  fuch  General  Officer 
land  leading  from  the  Mount  to  the  as  he  fhall  think  proper,  immediately 
Grants  ;  to  this  neck  they  had  almoll  to  repair  to  the  Northern  department, 
cut  a  road,  a  day  more  v\'ould  have  to  relieve  General  Schuyler  in  his 
compleated  it.  A  few  troops  11a-  command  there, 
tioned  at  Ticonderoga  would  have  That  Brigadier  Poor,  Brigadier 
prevented  our  communication   with  Patterfon,  and  Brigadier  Roche   de 

Fermov, 
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Fcrmoy,    he   cliTedlcd   to   repair    to 
Head  Quarters. 

Augujl  3.  Rcfolved,  That  General 
Walhington  be  dired^ed  to  order  the 
General  whom  he  (hall  judge  proper, 
to  relieve  Gen.  Schuyler  in  his  com- 
mand, to  repair  with  all  poflible  ex- 
pedition to  the  Northern  department, 
giving  him  direJlions  wiat  ninnbcr 
of  the  militia  to  call  in  from  the 
States  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mafla- 
chufetts  -  Bay,  ConneSicut,  New- 
York,  New-Jerfej,  and  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

That  notice  be  immediately  fent 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  faid 
States,  and  that  they  be  earneitJy  re- 
queltcd  to  get  the  mUitia  in  thofe 
parts  of  their  rcfpeflive  States  molt 
contiguous  to  the  Northern  depart- 
ment, ready  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning,  and  to  fend  with  all  pof- 
fible  expedition  fuch  parts  of  them  as 
the  General  commanding  in  the  Nor- 
thern department  Ihall  require,  to 
ferve  till  the  15th  of  November,  if 
not  fooner  relieved  by  Continental 
rtroops,  or  diimifled  by  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  departmentj 
and  be  entitled  to  Continental  pay 
and  rations. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  in 
the  Northern  department  have  dif- 
•cretionary  power  to  make  requifitions 
in  the  States  aforefaid,  from  time  to 
time,  for  fuch  additional  numbers  of 
the  milita  to  ferve  in  that  depart- 
ment as  he  (hall  judge  neceflary  for 
the  public  fervice. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Con- 
grefs,  that  Gen.  Walhington  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  immediate  recall 
of  all  the  Brigadiers  from  the  Nor- 
thern department  may  be  productive 
of  inconvenience  to  the  public  fer- 
vice ; 

Refolved,  That  the  order  of  Con 
grefs  of  the  firll  day  of  this  month, 
refpefting  the  Brigadiers,  be  fuf- 
pended  until  General  Walhington 
(hall  judge  it  may  be  carried  into  ef- 
fe£l  with  fafety. 


R.efolved,  That  Congrefs  have  a 
jull  fenle  of  the  merit  of  Lieutenant 
Col.  Meigs,  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  who  diftinguidr- 
ed  their  prudence,  aftivity,  enter- 
prize,  and  valour  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion to  Long-Iiland  ;  and  that  an 
elegant  f.vord  be  provided  by  the 
Comniiflary-general  of  military  (lores, 
and  prefented  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Meigs. 

R<;(blved,  That  Congrefs  have  a 
jud:  fenfe  of  the  gailant  behaviour  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Barton  of  a  mili- 
tia regiment  of  the  State  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation, 
and  the  brave  officers  and  men  of  his 
party,  who  diltinguilhed  their  valour 
and  addrefs  in  making  prifoners  of 
Major-general  Prefcott  of  the  Britidi 
army,  and  Major  William  Earring- 
ton,  his  Aid  de  Camp  :  and  that  an 
elegant  fword  be  provided  by  the 
CommilTary-general  of  military  (lores, 
and  prefenied  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Barton.  Extraft  from  the  minutes. 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 


Whitehall  Sept.  24,  1 777. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyiie  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
mainc,  dated  Head  Quarters  upon 
Hudfoji's  Ri'ver,  near  Fort  Ed- 
<vcard,  "July  30,  1777>  received 
this  day  by  the  Silver  EeJ  ordnance 
tranfport  from  Quebec. 

My  Lord, 
By  my  difpatch  of  th«  1 1  th  inftant, 
committed  to  the  care  of  Capt.  Gard- 
ner, my  Aid  de  Camp,  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  inform  your  Lordlhipof  the 
fuccefsful  progrefs  which  had  then 
been  made  by  the  army  under  jny 
command. 

Althouo-h  the  continued  retreat  of 
the  enemy  from  one  poll  to  another 
fmce  that  period  has  prevented  any 
material  aftion,  I  think  the  bare  date 
of  a  letter  from  Hudfon's  River  mat- 
ter of  intelligence  not  to  be  deferred  : 
and  I  take  this  occafion  to  giv«  your 
Lord  (hip  the  further  fatislaftion  of 
Z  z  knowing 
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knowing,    that    the  march     hither,  of  provifior!,  pafTed  the  lake  on   the 

though  icr.rce  a  day  pafied  without  fame  day  that  1  took  poiTcfiion  of  this 

firing,  was  eitefted  without  any  jofs  communication  by  land :  and   I  have 

of  the  regulars.      A  few  wcunds  only  thehappinefs  upon  the  whole  to  find', 

were  received   by    the    Indians    and  that    the    neceffaries    for    continuing 

Provincials.  The  lofies  of  the  enemy,  the  progrefs  of  the  army  are  more  for- 

including  killed  and  prifoners  in  the  ward  in  point  of  time  than  they  could 

feveral  Ikirmiflies,  amount    to  about  have  been  by  any  other  means. 
300  men.  The  enemy  is  at  prefent  in  force 

The  toil  of  the   march  was  great,  near  Saratoga,  where  they  profefs  ah 

but  fupported  with  the  utrnofl  alacrity,  intention  of  fcanding  a   battfe^    and 

The  country  being  a   wildernefs  in  they  have  drav>'n  a  lupply  of  artillery 

almoft  every  part  of  the  pafiage,   the  from  New-Englaiid  for  that  purpofe. 

enemy  tock  the  means  of  cutting  large  The  King's    troops  nre  employed  in 

timber  trees  on   both   fides  the  road,  bringing  forvvard'from  Fort  George, 

fo  as  to  fall   acrofs  and  lengthways,  proviilcns,     batteaux    artillery,    and 

with  the  branches  interwoven.     The  other  materials  neccilhry  for  proceed- 

troops  had  not  only  layers  of  thefe  to  ing.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
remove,  in  plice^  where  it  v/as  impcf-  J.  Burgoyne. 

fible  to  take' any  other  dire;^ ion,  but         Jdmiralty-Office,  Sept.zi^,   J777. 

alfo  they  had  above  forty  bridges  to  Extract  of  'a  letter  from  Capt.  Fear- 
conilruft,  and  others  to  repair,  one        fon,  rf  his  Majefy's  fljip  the  Gar- 

of  which  was  of  log  work  over  a  mo-  _     land,    to  Mr.    Stephens,  dated  off 
rafs  two  miles  in  extent.  ^tebcc  the  i:th  of  Augujl,    x-jj, 

I    was   not   unapprized   that  great         rceeinjed  this  day  by  the  Sil'ver  Eel 
part  of  theie   difficulties  might  have         ordnance  tranfport. 
been   avoided  by   falling  back  from         By  the   laft   accounts   from    Gen. 

Skeenfborough   to    Ticcnderoga    by  Burgoyne's  army,  dated   the  2d  in- 

waier,    in   order   to    take  the    more  ftsnt,    they   v/ere   encamped    at  and 

commodious  ruute  by  Lake  George,  near  Fort  Edward;  which  place  the 

But  befides  wiihing   to  prevent  the  rebel  army  a  few  days  before  aban- 

€fFeCL  which  a  retrogade  motion  often  doned,  and  were    then    retiring    to- 

Jias,  to  abaie  the  pannic  of  an  enemy,  wards  Saratoga.    General  Arnold  has 

I  confidered  ihiit  the  natural  confe-  latelyjoined  and  now  commands  their 

■quence  would  be  a  rcfiftance,  of  de-  Northern    army  :    he    brought   wil,h 

lay  at  leaft,  at  Fort  George  ;  where,  him   twelve    pieces  of  brafs  cannon, 

as  the   retreat  vvas  open,  the  enemy  with  which  it  is  expefted  he  means 

could  wait  fecurely,  tiie  preparation  to  iria!:e  a  Hand  at   Saratoga.     Gen. 

of  batteries,  or  at  leall:  a  lanuing  in  Burgoyne,  with  his  army,  all  well, 

-force  for  the  purpofe  of  inveflmcnt.  and  in  great  fpirits,  purpofed  march  • 

The  iffue  has  juftif.ed  my  perfe-  ing  on  the  5th,   to  attack  them. 
\-erance.       The    garriion     of     Fort         Adjniralty-Office,   Sept   .27,    J 777. 

George,  in  manifell  danger  of  being  The     following   letter   from     Lieut, 

cutclrby  the  dircft  movement  from  Bazely,   Commander  of  his  Majefty's 

Skeer.elborough  to  Hadfoh's  River,  cutter  the  Alert,    to  Mr.     tephens, 

took  the  meaiure  I  expetted  of  aban-  was  this  day  received: 
don'ng    the    fort,    and    burning   the         Sir,       Plymouth,  Sept.  z^,    1777. 
veiTels,  thereby  leaving  rhe  lake  en  I  have    the   pleafure    to  acquaint 

tirely    free.       A  detachment  of  the  ycu  of  my  arrival  here,  having  met 

King's    troops    fiom     Ticonderoga,  with  the   Lexington  brig,  armed   by 

which  I  had  ordered  to   be  ready  for  the    American  '  Congrels,    with     16 

that  event,  with  a  great  cmbarkaticn  four  pounders,    1 2  iwivels,  and   84 

men. 
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Tf\cn,  cotrnnanded  by  Henry  John- 
ftone,  (late  mailer  of  tlie  Yankee 
pij\'ateer,  who  made  his  cTcapc  from 
tlieMars  at  Blackllakes  in  Septem- 
ber, 1776)  which  I  took  the  19th 
inlLant,  W.  b.  S.  14  leagues  from 
Ufhant,  two  days  from  Morlaix, 
bound  to  Bofton  with  difpatches  for 
Cor.grefs,  wliich  were  thrown  Over- 
board. 

1  gave  cliare  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  came  up  with  him  at  half 
pall  feven,  had  a  clofe  engagement 
till  ten,  whtn  he  bore  up  and  made 
fail :  as  focn  as  I  got  my  rigging  to 
rights,  again  gave  chace,  and  came 
up  with  him  at  half  paft  one,  renewed 
the  aftion  till  half  pall  two,  when  he 
llruck.  I  have  been  fo  fortunate  as 
to  have  had  only  2  men  killed  and 
■?  wounded,  one  of  which  is  ilnce 
dead,  with  my  maft,  rigging,  and 
fails  much  cut  and  damaged. 

The  lofs  on  the  rebels  fide  is  .7 
men  killed  and  1 1  wounded  :  in  the 
former  are  the  Mailer  and  Lieutenant 
of  Marines ;  in  the  latter,  the  fifll 
Lieutenant  and  gunner;  with  her 
rigging,  mail  and  fails,  much  da- 
maged. 

it  blovvirig  firongeafler'y  the  night 
of  tne'  20th,  with  a  large  fwell  and 
thick  weather,  I  parted  company  ; 
but  am  in  cxpeftation  of  her  arrival 
in  this  port  every  hour. 

I  am  to  beg  you  will  acquaint 
their  Lordfhips  with  the  vefy  gallant 
behaviour  of  my  officers  and  people 
6n  this  occalion.  I  Am,  Sir,  your  very 
hilmble  fervant,  John  BAziiLY. 

N.  B.  The  Lexington  arrived  in 
the  Dov/ns  the  25  th  inftant,  and  is 
put  into  Dover  to  repair  her  damages. 
The  Alerc  had  10  carriage  guns, 
four  pounders,  10  fwivels,  and  60 
nien.  \_Loncion  Gazette. 

London,   Auguji  27. 
Monday  night  arrived  from  New- 
York,    the   Lord   Shuldham    armed 
veflel,  with  Lieut.  General  Heiller, 
and  two  or  three  other  officers  in  the 


HeUian  corps.  ThisVejTel  left  New- 
York  on  the  29th  of  July,  and  brings 
advice,  that  Lord  and  General  How(?> 
with  the  fleet  and  army,  failed  from 
Sandy  Hook  on  the  24th  of  July, 
and  lleered  away  to  the  fouthward. 
It  is  not  certainly  known  where  they 
are  gone  j  but  it  is  generally  fup- 
pofed  at  New- York,  that  General 
Howe  intends  going  up  Chefapeak- 
Bay,  and  to  march  toward*  LancaHer, 

in  order  to  p-et  between  Gen.  Wafli- 

1  p.        ... 
irgton  ana  his  principal  magazines ; 

and   that  General  Howe's  defign  in 
this  meafure,  is,  to  bring  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  out  of  Jerfey,  and  oblige  him 
to  rilk  a  battle  to  proteft  his  maga- 
zines.    This    Ihip  brings  furtlier  ad- 
vice, that  General  Walliington  upon 
hearing  of  Ticonderoga  being  taken, 
had  detached  three  thoufand  men  to 
fupport    the    Northern     army ;     the 
King's  troops  v/hile  in  Jerfey,  wera 
exceedingly      fatigued     with    fevere 
duty,  and  in  their  retreat  were  ex- 
ceedingly harraffed.     Li  the  two  laft 
fkirmiihes  they  had  the  advantage   at 
iiril,  but  were  finally  repulfed.     It 
is  the  prevailing  opinion  in   General 
Howe's  army,  that  the  engineers  in 
the  American  army,  are  all  French, 
and   Germans.      General    Howe  is 
greatly  chagrined   at   being  obliged 
to  leave   Jerfey :  it   was  the  darling 
wifh  of  his  heart  to  march  through 
Jerfey  to  Philadelphia  :  his  mortifi- 
cation  is   greater  than    can    be   e.x- 
prelled.      Though  no  one   can   tell 
v/here  General  Howe  intends  to  ^o, 
it  is  certain   he  does  not  take  moi-e 
than  /i»?>/f<^,'/ thoufand  men,  efledlive, 
with  him.     V/herever  he  intends  to 
land,  it  is  net  probable  he  will  meet 
with   arty  oppofition    from    General 
Wafhington,  arid  therefore  that   he 
may  ravage,  ahd  defolate  the  coun- 
try, for  a  little  while,   with  impu- 
nity ;  plunder  farms,   burn  villages, 
&c.  but  all  this  is  no  permanent  ad- 
vantage.    The  country  force  will  be 
coDefted,  and  he  will  be  again  driven 
to  hiis  fhips.     There  is  not  a  fenfible 
Z  7,  2  man 
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inan  in  the  army  in  America,  who 
does  not  now  reprobate  all  the  notions 
and  nonfenfe  of  conqusring  that  im- 
menfe  country. 

London,  Aug.  29.  General  Hciller 
is  fo  much  offended  with  oar  Mini- 
ftry,  or  military,  or  Iboth,  that  he 
has  requefted  to  go  home,  and  to  be 
excufed  coming  to  London  j  which 
was  granted. 

London,  September  9.  The  real  truth 
brought  by  tranfports  and  other  pri- 
vate veffels  from  America,  from  tin\e 
to  time,  never  leaks  out  till  fome  days 
after  their  arrival.     The  miniftt/rial 
runners  are  fo  eager  to  circulate  their 
part  of  the  ftory,  that  the  rell  is  not 
attended  to,  till   the  falfe   glare   of 
the  iirft  tale  is  pretty  well  over  ;  and 
then  a  few  of  the  thinking  part  of 
mankind    begin  to  enquire    a  little 
further.       In   this    fituation  exactly, 
Itand  the  laft  accounts  from  New- 
York  and  Canada.     The  miniilerial 
runners  have  had  their  day  :  and  they 
have  made  the  moft  of  every  parti- 
cular, that  could  be  twifted  in  favour 
of  their  party.     The  Americans  have 
very  few   friends   in  England.     The 
very  extenfive   influence  of  corrup- 
tion, and  the  very  general  prevalence 
of  tiie  falhionable  vices  of  the  age, 
have  alnioft   extingaifhed    tliat   love 
of  truth,  wliich  was,  till  lately,  the 
warmell  paflion  in   an  Engliihman's 
breaft.    However,  tliough  the  charge 
is  juft,   and  pretty  generally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  fo,  there  is  yet  a  very 
refpeftable  body  of  men  in  this  coun- 
try, who  are  an  exception  to  it.     To 
thefe   therefore,  the  following  truths 
are  addrefTed  : — 

General  Howe  left  New-York  full 
of  anxiety,  grief,  and  vexation. 
The  Scotch,  in  the  army,  had  form- 
ed themfeves  into  a  fadion ;  and 
were  full  of  complaints  againll  him, 
pretendedly  for  not  fighting  Mr. 
Walhington,  but  really  becaufe  they 
cxpefted  great  plunder  in  marching 
through  jerfey.  Their  example  has 
infefted  the  Englifh    foldicry :    the 


army  in  general  is  betome  a  banditti 
of  robbers.     General  Howe  has  re- 
peatedly attempted  to  check  this  dif- 
order  :  and  to  this  is   to  be  afcribed 
the  illiberal   abui'e  daily  poured  out 
againft  him,  in  the  feveral  prints  un- 
der minillerial  direftion   by  the  dif- 
ferent Court  writers,  who  are  kept 
in  conllant  pay,    for  this  and  other 
dirty  purpofcs.     Every  body  remem- 
bers the  daily  abufe  here,  upon  Ge- 
neral Gape  v/hiitr  ire  was  at  Bollon. 
The  Scotch  in    America,    and    the 
Scotch  in   England  perfedlly   under - 
ftand   erxh  01  her.      General    Howe 
wiihed  to  have  waited  at  New- York 
till  the  arrival  of  General  Robertfon 
from  England;  by  whom  he  expefted 
orders,  or  at  lealt  very  interejling  ad~ 
'vices.     But  the  Scotch  were  clamo- 
rous.     He   was  afraid    to    difoblige 
them.     He  knew   their  influence  at 
home.     He  embarked  on  the  23d  of 
July,  at  the  moment  he  wifhed   to 
have  waited  for  the  arrival  of  Gene- 
ral Robertfon.     General  Howe  kept 
the  objett  of  his  expedition  as  fecret 
as  pofiible,  and  in  order  to  deceive 
the  American  General,  he,  on   the 
22d  of  July,  fent  a  floating  battery, 
and    fome  tranfports    up  the   Nortli 
River;    but  they  came  down  again 
time  enough  to  iail  at  the  tail  of  the 
fleet.      However   this  feint   had   its 
intended  effcd  ;  for  on  the  24th  Gen. 
Walhington  detached  a  large  body 
of  his  army  over   the  North  River. 
General  Howe  intended   to  have 
left  at  New-York  only   3000  men, 
and  had  aftually  embarked  all  the 
reft  of  the  army,  to  go  on  the  expe-  ' 
dition  to  Chefiipeak-Bay,  when  a  re- 
prefentation    was  made  by   General 
Clinton,    that   ;ooo  men  were   not 
fufficient   for  the   defence   of  New- 
York,  that  if  the  Provincial  ofiicers 
knew  what  they  ought   to  do,  they 
would  attack  New-York,  &c.  upon 
which  General   Howe  ordered  6000 
men  to  be  difembarked  and  fent  to 
New- York  for  the  certain  fecurity  of 

that  place. 

Copy' 
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Copy  of  a    letter  from    Ne-iu-Tcyk, 
dated  July  i,    1777- 
"  You  chnn  e  me,  and  other  well- 

O  ...  .     . 

wifhers  to  a  reconciliation,  with  wp.nt 
of  aftivity  in  that  defireable  objefl. 
The  itake  I  hold  in  this  countiv,  has 
not  left  me  an  idle  fpetftator.  1  have 
contributed  my  fmall  powers  in  fe- 
\'eral  ways  to  this  relloration,  and 
would  to  God  I  could  fee  it  effedled. 
Peace  we  may  have  ;  that  is,  armies 
may  ceafe  to  defolate  the  country. 
But  fimply  not  being  at  war,  falls 
Ihort  of  the  terms  we  ought  to  be 
upon :  for  where  all  amity  is  dear, 
all  intercourfe,  but  on  compulnon,  1 
fear,  is  at  an  end.  How  far  it  will 
be  either  to  the  intereft,  or  in  the 
power  of  Great-Britain,  to  hold  this 
Continent  on  luch  terms,  is  at  pre- 
fent  beyond  my  f  refight.  You  jia\  e 
long  been  poffe Ifed  of  my  fentiinents, 
with  rcfpcft  to  the  cppofition  made, 
the  provocation,  &c.  and  the  condi- 
tions I  have  recommended,  at  fon^e 
rifque  to  myfelf.  The  unconditional 
iubmiflion  you  require,  if  made,  is 
the  lealt  likely  to  be  binding.  Where 
want  of  power,  and  not  of  will,  to 
refift,  are  the  terms,  the  fenor  of 
your  fecurity  will  be  very  frail.  You 
are  no  ftranger  to  the  divided  opinions 
that  reigned,  when  that  important 
fubje^.  of  independence  was  agitated. 
The  tempting  circumftance  of  an  en- 
larged commerce,  to  a  country  vvhofe 
exillence  is  trade,  has  ftaggered  inanv, 
whofe  inclinations  then  opp^fed  it. 
I  can  aver  thefe  ideas  hav^e  been 
created  by  the  effedls  of  the  war,  and 
never  before  exilled.  However,  to 
jiilHfy  the  meafures  taken,  )ou  af- 
fert,  was  the  original  defign  of  the 
Colonies  ;  manv,  therefore,  wifn  u\e 
ellablifhment  of  this  independence, 
who  afFeft  publicly  to  oppo5c  it.  This 
unconditional  fubmiffion  is  the  fatal 
rock  that  our  hopes  are  fplit  upon. 
Could  your  honour,  or  dignity,  cr 
perfonal  refentment,  have  conde- 
Icended  to  have  been  explicit,  and 
propoled    terms   leis    fevere,    much 


might  have  been  done.  No  conCef- 
fions,  no  terms  to  the  difhonour  of 
England,  were  wifhed  for;  we  mull 
have  degraded  ourfelves  in  the  very 
aft.  A  large  field  was  open,  on 
which  the  important  fubject  of  peace 
might  have  been  difcufied,  without 
the  fmalleit  facrifice  to  your  pride  of 
power  or  dignity,  that  feather  lo  many 
miliions  have  been  fpcnt  to  keep  up. 
A  lev/  ages  hence  will  read  the  hif- 
tciy  of  tliis  war  with  as  little  faith,  as 
we  do  that  of  Titans.  Hiilory  may 
relate,  without  credit,  the  difgrac*- 
ful  Ilory,  that  Britons,  who  pride 
themfelves  i'cr  humanity  in  their  wars, 
have,  againll  people  united  to  theia 
by  fo  many  tics,  employed  wretches 
who  d  fgrace  their  Creator.  You. 
will,  I  know,  retort,  that  you  only 
imitated  our  endeavours.  If  the 
charge  is  juft,  there  is  no  fimilitude 
in  the  confequenccs.  But  a  fti-icb 
neutraliiv  has  been  reccmmended. 
here.  Had  they  been  employed  in 
the  American  armies,  their  r.^ge,  and 
dreadful  manner  of  mailing  war, 
could  only  have  been  oppofed  to  men, 
to  men  in  arms,  for  only  fuch  could 
have  appeared  as  enemies;  but  where 
they  are,  the  large  fcene  they  have 
to  ad  in,  will  prefent  numberlefi 
objccb  to  their  infernal  rage,  as  be- 
ing connected  with  thofe  in  oppofi- 
tion.  Age,  infancy,  and  ficknefs,, 
women,  children  at  the  brealt,  and 
in  the  Vv'omb,  are  all,  all  alike,  fub 
jeft  to  their  merdlef'-  fury.  The  di- 
iiingiufiied  honour  of  admitting  thefe 
creatuics,  has  been  given  to  Burgoync. 
I'he  generous  Car-lcton  forbid  and  re- 
{^{'^6.  it,  clearly  convinced  he  could 
fubdue  armies  without  courage,  dif- 
cipline,  cloalhing,  &c.  <Sfc.  in  fliort, 
dellitu»-e  of  things  necefiary  to  make 
them  in  any  depree  formidable  to 
•veteran  troops,  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  every  thing  the  otliers  wanted. 
Fijrure  to  ycurlelf  an  Enj^lifh  Gene- 
rai,  furrou]ided  by  his  fuite,  receiv- 
ing: from  the  hands  of  an  Indian 
Cl'ief,    befrri'^^ajred   with    blqod,    the 

icaips 
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fcaTps  of  an  hundred  ciefencelefs  wo- 
men and  innocent  children,  torn  half 
dead  from  ihem  ;  for  to  kill  out- 
right, is  a  mercy  tlisy  (always)  have 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  give. 
Blood  thus  fpilt,  is  to  cement  our 
future  union.  Theie  are  the  afts 
by  which  confidence  is  to  be  regain- 
ed. I  am  iick  of  the  fiibjecl.  Re- 
ftecb— Great-Britain  is  not  the  only 
power  in  the  world,  and  be  wife  in 
time." 

Nenu-Tork,  Aug.  8.  For  fome  time 
pail:  the  demand  tor  goods  of  all  iorrs, 
and  the  higii  prices  given  for  them 
has  made  the  fcrtunes  of  thofe  who 
brought  out  cargoes  with  them  This 
lucrative  traihc  has  been  confined  to 
a  few  favourites,  chiefly  Scotchmen. 
It  was  thought  the  Britifh  Prohibi- 
tory Act  would  have  prevented  the 
arrival,  in  America,  c;'  all  Britllh 
goods ;  but  fo  far  from  it,  that  Ad: 
has  thrown  the  nxibde  trade  into  the 
hands  of  a  few,  who  make  a  monoply 
of  it.  But  the  departure  of  the  fleet 
and  army,  which  has  carried  oil-' 
24,000  people,  foldiers,  failors,  and 
attendants,  together  with  a  procla- 
mation iflued  out,  prohibiting  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  Jerieys,  has  made 
trade  very  dull  of  late ;  howe\'er, 
many  of  thofe  who  came  out  lately, 
and  have  net  got  their  cargoes  fold, 
are  relliipping  their  goods,  to  be 
ready  to  fail  whenenever  intelligence 
arrives  of  Sir  William  Kowe  havinp- 

O 

made  good  his  landing,  where  they 
intend  to  difpofe  of  their  goods  to 
great  advantage.  Frefli  proviflons 
are  exceedingly  fcarce  and  dear,  beef 
is.  pd.  fterling  a  pound,  and  other 
articles  in  proportion. 
A  letter  from  Paris,  Auguft  4,  I'JJ'J. 
"  As  I  find  by  the  lalt  letters  from 
England,  that  all  apprehenfions  re- 
fpedllng  the  ill  defigns  of  France, 
were  removed  by  tlie  late  order  of 
this  Court  refpeding  American  pri- 
vateers, I  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
of  a  few  fads,  which  you  will  pro- 
bably think  worch  publication.— By 


the  treaties  fubfiflin^  ivith'Enehr  ct, 
France  has  obliged  hcifelf  to  afford 
no  aid  or  fuccour  to  the  privat'-crs  of 
of  any  nation  at  war  with  England  ; 
and  the  eilablidied  laws  and  marine 
regulations  of  Fr.ance  forbid  the  pri- 
vateers of  all  nations  whatever  from 
continuing  in  tlie  ports  of  this  king- 
dom more  than  24  hovirs  ;  thefe  laws 
and  regulations  have  been  repeatedly 
difpenfed  with  in  favour  of  the  Ame- 
rican rebels,  but  the  doing  it  is  io 
contrary  to  the  treaiies  and  to  the 
neutrality  profciTed  by  the  French 
Minillers,  that  it  is  impoffibie  they 
fhould,  at  any  time,  upon  proper 
application,  refufe  to  order  the  Ame- 
rican privateers  out  of  their  harbours,, 
unlefs  they  v/ould  have  thrown  off 
the  mafk,  and  provoked  immediate 
hoftilities.  When  Capt.  Wickes  firlt 
arrived  here  with  Dr.  Franklin,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  him  by  Lcrd 
Stormont,  and  he  was  fufiered  quietly 
to  difpofe  of  his  two  prizes,  and  refit 
for  a  cruize  ;  but  vvhen  he  afterv.'ards 
brought  five  other  prizes.,  and  among 
them  the  Lilbon  packet-boat,  into 
Port  L'Orient,  the  Ambafiador  com- 
plained, and  Wickes  v^as  in  confe- 
qucnce  ordered  out  >  tliough,  it  is 
true,  the  order,  like  all  orders  given 
licre  againll  the  Americans,  was  never 
executed  :  Wickes  therefore  leifurely 
fold  his  prizes,  refitted  his  veflel, 
and  went  out  upon  another  cruize, 
after  having  been  joined  by  tlie  Lex- 
ington and  Dolphin  privateers ;  tlie 
Lift  of  which,  contrary  to  treaties, 
Vv'as  armed  and  fitted  cut  by  the 
American  Agents  at  Nantz.  When 
Wickes  with  his  little  fquadron  again 
returned  into  the  ports  of  France, 
after  having  captured  eighteen  Bri- 
tifii  vefiels,  the  infult  and  the  injury 
offered  us  by  France,  were  thought 
infupportable,  and  Lord  Stormont 
having  received  inlb-aillons  for  that 
purpofe,  v/ent  about  the  9th  of  July 
to  Verfailles,  and  delivered  ftrong 
complaints,  with  threats  of  returning 
immediately  to  England,  unlefs  fa- 
tit  facl»oa 
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t"i«;fr.v5\lca  wr.s  given,  at  leall:  in  re- 
fpc'ifl    cf  the    Amerionn  "  privateers. 
The  French  Court  not  being  yet  pre- 
pared for  war,  (though  Spain  appa- 
rently is)  and   being  dcfirous  at  leall 
of  putting  oft"  hollilities  until  their 
feamen  fliculd   have   returned   frorn 
the  fisheries,  promifed  to  inforce  an 
olifervance  of  the  eftabli'flied  regula- 
'tion,  which  allows  privateers  to  ilav 
but    24    hours    in   the    harbours   of 
France,   and  orders   were  given  ac- 
cordingly ;    but    when    thefe   orders 
reached  St.  Maloes   and  Morlaix,  it 
was  found  that  Wickes  and  Johnfon 
could    not,    without   great  inconve- 
nience, comply  with  them  ;  the  for- 
mer, whilfl  chnced  by    the  Burfcrd 
fhip  of  war,  had,  to  cfcape,  thrown 
over  all  his  guns,  and  fawed  three  of 
the  beams  of  his  fliip  afunder  ;  and 
the  vellels   of  both  were  in  want  of 
careening.     To   give   them  time  for 
this,  and  yet  fave   appearances  with 
England,  was  difhcult  ;  but   a  rare 
expedient  was  fcon  contrived  to  efl'eft 
it,  which  was,  to  arreft  the  three  pri- 
vateers ;  '  and   accordingly    Wickes, 
Johnfon  and  Nicholfon,  were  made 
to  fign  parole  engagements  not  to  go 
to   Tea  without  the  leave  of  this  Go- 
vernment ;  fo  that   they  now  refit  at 
leifure,  and  as  foon  as  they  fhall  be 
ready   for  putting  to  fea,  leave   for 
their  doing  it  will  doubtlefs  be  likewife 
ready.     In  this  pretty   manner  it  is 
that  v/e  are  duped,  vvhilll:  we  even  fup- 
pofe  ourfelves  to  have  obtained  mighty 
■concefhons   from     France.      But    in 
other   places    the    French    Miniftry 
have  taken  no  kind  of  pains  even  to 
fave   appearances.      The   order   ob- 
tained  by   Lord    Stormont  required 
not    only    all  privateers,    but   their 
prizes,    to    leave   the   ports    of   this 
kingdom ;  but  not  one  of  them  has 
obeyed  it :  on  the  contrary,  all  thofe 
fent    into    Nantz,  d-c.    by  \Vickes's 
fquadron  have  been  unladen  and  fold ; 
and  the  fame  has  been  done  to  the 
Guernfey   brig   at    Cherbourg;    nor 
has  any  privateer  quitted  the   French 


ports   in    confequence   of  the  order 
about  which  you  in  England  are  ex- 
ulting.    Cunningham  had  been  long 
ready,  and  waiting  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  efcape  the  Britifn  cruizers, 
who  were  watching  for  him  ;  and  the 
Admiralty  at  Dunkirk  even  aflillcd 
in  enabling    to    deceive    and  ekape 
them.    The  General  Mifflin  privateer 
too  is  flill  at  Brell  :    flie  arrived  there 
foon   after  the  order  in  quellion  had 
been    received  ;    but,  pretending  to 
be  leaky,  fhe  was  not  only  permitted 
to  Hay  and  repair,  byt  has  been  ac- 
tually fupplied  with  materials  out  of 
the  ro\al  yard  there.     This  privateer 
on  her  arrival  at  Breft,  faluted  the 
Admiral  du   Chaffault  commanding 
there,  who,  after  confuiting  all   his 
officers,    returned  the   falute   to  the 
flag  of  the  rebel  Colonies,  thereby 
acknowledging  their  Independency, 
and  infulting   Great-Britain    in    the 
moft  public  manner.     After  this  the 
officers  of  the  French  fieet  dined  on 
board  the  rebel  privaCeer,  and  in  their 
excefs   of  zeal  and  mirth,  as  I  am 
told,    drank    fuccefs    to    the    united 
arms  cf  France  and  America,  coniu- 
fion    to    Great-Britain,     and    other 
laudable  toafts ;  for  which   the  Bri- 
tilli  tars,  it  is  hoped,  will  one  day 
remember   them.     Thefe  fadls  have 
been  obtained  from  an  authentic  and 
more  than  common   fource.      They 
may  enable   your   readers    to  judge 
whether  England  has  indeed  reafon 
to  b%  fatisfied  with  the  proceedings 
and  fecret  defigns  of  France,  efpe- 
cially   when  it  is   knov/n  and   con- 
fidtred  that  uncommon  exertions  are 
now  making  here  to  increaie  the  na- 
val force  of  this  nation  ;  that  feveral 
more  frigates,  and  an  additional  body 
of  troops,  are  about  to  be  fent  to  the 
Well-Indies ;    and  that  \:he    French, 
fifi-icrmen,  from  fome  caufe  or  other, 
were  (if  we  may  believe  the  accounts 
lately,  arrived  from  thofe  places)  pre- 
paring to  return  home  a  month  foojier 
than  ufual. 

Extras 
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ixiraSi  of  a  letter  from  Paris,   d^ted 
Aug.  5. 

The  Court  of  London  have  fent 
cne  Ambaflador  to  this  capital.  The 
Conrrcfs  of  America  have  ient  two 
to  France.  All  have  been  officially 
received  by  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
All  are  equally  protected  by  that 
Court.  The  difference  only  amounts 
to  this  ;  that  Franklin  hath  his  fecret, 
Storraont  his  open  interviev/s.  In 
ether  refpefts  the  advantage  is  on  the 
iide  of  the  Americans.  Stormont 
hath  fecurcd  Maurepas,  the  Ameri- 
cans are  favoured  by  the  Queen. 
Hence  the  Emperor  had  a  very  long, 
sltliough  private  interview  with  Doc- 
tor Franklin,  v/hilll  he  only  deigned 
to  notice  Stormont  in  the  circle. 
This  i?.  a  fad.  Let  authority  deny 
it,  and  it  Ihail  be  proved  to  the  eter- 
»aj  infamy  of  your  Minifters. 
Extra£l  of  a  letter  from  Paris, 
Av.g.  20. 

'•  I  congratulate  you  on  the  pleaf- 
ing  change  of  affairs,  in  regard  to 
your  nation.  By  the  fpirited  refolu- 
tion  of  Lord  Stormont,  orders  have 
been  ifiued  at  all  the  fea-pons  of 
France  net  to  permit  the  American 
privaceers  to  difpofe  of  their  prizes  in 
this  kingdom,  nor  permit  them  to  re- 
main in  any  of  the  ports  longer  than 
24  hours.  Orders  ha've  likcwife 
been  IfTued  to  inform  the  merchants, 
that  if  they  directly  cr  indireftiy  alTift 
the  Americans  v/:th  {lores,  &c.  they 
arc  to  take  the  rilk  of  their  ladincj, 
as  no  proteftion  will  be  given  them 
b}f  the  Crown  cf  France ;  and  Lord 
Stormont  has  declared,  that  every 
J'ronch  Ihip  which  fliall  be  taken  by 
'llie  Englilh  cruizers,  bcand  to  any 
■of  die  American  ports  with  any  kind 
cf  merchandize,  to  aiTill  the  Ameri- 
cans, will  be  deemed  lawful  prizes 
Lythc  Court  of  Great-Eritain." 
'iLxtraS  of  a   letter  from  a  GeniUman 

at  Paris  to  his  friend,   an  American 

mere  ham  at  Nantx,. 

— >*--'Tis  with  the  greatefl  pleafure 
m.  the  world  that  I  c;in  ailure  you. 
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notwithllanding  the  public  profeflions 
extorted  from  our  Minifters  by  Lord 
Stormont's  remonllrances,  that  the 
real  intentions  cf  our  Court  are  in 
favour  of  the  Am.ericans.  The  great 
benefit  which  France  enjoys  from 
the  commerce  of  the  Colonies,  who 
pour  all  their  treafures  into  its  lap, 
ought  not  nor  cannot  be  rejefted  or 
flighted. 

This  kingdom  flourifhes  by  ex- 
changing its  commodities  for  thofe  of 
America  ;  and  the  fale  of  fhips  and 
cargoes  continually  brought  into  our 
harbours,  gives  fuch  a  life  and  fpirit 
to  our  merchants  and  traders,  that 
our  Governors  are  too  wife  not  to 
cheriih  this  trafiick  for  their  own 
fakes.  Be  not  then  alarmed  at  the 
orders  iffued  againll  the  American 
privateers,  who  are  commanded  to 
leave  our  fea-ports  in  24  hours. 
Time,  under  various  pretences,  will 
always  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of 
prizes,  &c. 

[It  is  a  certain,  and  notorious 
Fact,  that  not  Ol^e  of  the  American 
privateers  failed  out  of  any  of  the 
French  ports,  in  confequence  of  thefe 
orders ;  and  that  not  one  prize,  or 
velTel  taken  by  the  American  priva- 
teers, has  been  refufed  admittance 
into  any  of  the  French  ports,  in  con- 
fequence of  thefe  orders.] 

London,  Sept.  lo.  Several  French 
veilels  having  been  taken  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  cruizers  lately,  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  thofe  veffcls  v/ere  carrying 
arms,  and  other  ftores  and  goods,  to 
the  affilLmce  of  the  Americans,  the 
French  Court  have  complained  of 
thefe  proceedings,  and  claimed  their 


vcffels 


our    Court    have    refolved 


"  To  reft  ore   the    French  veflels ;" 
and  orders  are  given  accordingly. 

London,  Sept.  i  i .  Authentic  in- 
formation from  France  has  been  re- 
ceived, that  the  Clarendon,  and 
Hanover  Packet,  two  rich  fliips  from 
Jamaica  for  London,  have  been 
taken  by  two  American  privateers, 
who  have  carried  them  into  Nantz. 

As 


c 
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As  Toon  as  this  information  arrived, 
feeelton  Long,  Elq.  waited  upon 
Lord  North  on  the  fubjedl,  the  car- 
goes or  principal  part  being  configned 
to  him  and  Co.  Lord  North  could 
do  nothing  in  the  alFair  ;  but  referred 
him  to  Lord  Weymouth.  This  noble 
Lord  feemed  to  rejoice  at  the  infor- 
mation ;  and  told  Mr.  Long  he  was 
glad  to  have  his  intelligence,  for  he 
v/anted  fomething  of  this  kind,  to 
pulh  at  this  moment ;  and  ordered 
Mr.  Long  to  put  his  information  into 
writing,  with  every  particular  he 
could  recoiled.  Mr.  Long  did  fo. 
Lord  \\'eymouth  fent  Mr.  Long's 
paper  to  Lord  Stormont.  Upon  the 
aflair  being  thus  Hated,  and  com- 
plained of,  to  the  French  Miniftry, 
they  pretended  ignorance  of  the  whole 
tranfadion ;  made  ftrong  profeffions 
of  the  fmcerity  of  the  King,  their 
mailer,  of  his  intentions  of  living  in 
perfect  friendiliip  with  the  King  of 
Great-Britain  ;  but  required  authen- 
tic documents,  or  teitimonies  of 
the  fadts  Itated ;  in  order,  as  they 
faid,  to  make  the  necelTary  enquiries. 
Lord  Stormont,  upon  receiving  thefe 
ilattering  aflurances,  was  overjoyed. 
But  initead  of  writing  to  Lord  Wey- 
mouth, he  fell,  fome  how  or  other, 
into  the  liule,  underhand  wayof  cor- 
refponding  v/ith  the  agefit  (for  Mr. 
Long  is  but  an  agent  in  the  whole 
affair)  and  not  with  the  Minifter. 
He  wrote  to  Mr.  Long,  to  impower 
him  to  demand  the  Ihips  and  car- 
goes ;  to  fend  him  over  to  Paris  a 
Letter,  or  Po<wcr  of  Attorney,  to  a6l 
for  him,  (Mr.  Long)  to  demand  the 
goods,  therein  marked  and  fpecliied  j 
and  he  would  endeavour  to  get  the 
©vvners  indemnified.  Mr.  Long^  proud 
of  his  correfpondence  with  the  Peer, 
and  nephew  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
makes  the  matter  publicly  known  at 
Lloyd's,  upon  the  Exchange,  &c. 
He  prepared  the  Letter  of  Attorney 
for  Lord  Stormont,  and  fent  it  to  his 
Excellency ;  but  the  Marquis  de 
Noailles,  at  the  Court  of  London, 


did  not  authenticate  it;  he  would  not 
affront  Lord  Stormont  fo  grofsly. 
Thus  the  matter  was  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  national  Minilters  :  it 
became  a  pri-vate  aftair,  between  Mr. 
Long,  and  his  attorney.  Lord  Stor- 
mont. The  attorney  takes  it  up,  and 
proceeds,  in  his  oivn  ivay,  appearing 
as  Mr.  Long's  advocate,  claiming 
Mr.  Long's  goods,  through  the  te- 
dious procefs  of  the  French  Courts  of 
Law. 

On  the  7th  of  Odober,  Mr.  Long's 
Agent  at  Nantz  waited  (as  he  had 
done  many  times  before  on  this  bu- 
fmefs)  on  the  Judge  of  Admiralty 
there,  who  told  him  he  had  at  lall  re- 
ceived directions  to  try  thfe  caufe  of 
the  two  fhips  and  cargoes  in  queftion ; 
that  the  Minifter  (the  French  Mini- 
fter) had  ne'ver  gi'uen  a  promi/e  to  Lord 
Stormont,  to  rejiore  thefe  Jhips  and 
cargoes,  but  that  the  m^ntr  Jhould  be 
tried  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  at 
Nantz.  The  Judge  alfo  acquainted. 
Mr.  Long's  Agent,  that  the  queftion 
to  be  tried,  was,  to  nvhom  did  they 
belong  ?  That  the  aft'air  would  be  a 
<ivork  of  time ;  and  defired  the  Agent 
to  prepare,  and  make  a  regular  ap- 
plication. He  added,  that  otie  of 
the  (hips  would  not  be  fit  to  go  to  fea 
again. —  [The  fhips  were  unrigged, 
and  lying  upon  mild  at  a  place  call  \ 
ed  Pombay,  in  Nantz  river.  Mr. 
Long's  Agent  allows  the  crews  one 
livreper  diem  each  man.] 

From  thefe  fails,  it  was  obvious  to 
all  impartial  men,  that  the  refufal 
of  the  French  Miniftry,  to  deliver 
the  veffels  and  cargoes,  until  z  formal 
trial  was  had,  in  tiie  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty at  Nantz,  for  the  purpofe  of  af- 
certaining,  as  well  the  claim  of  the 
captors,  as  that  of  Mr.  Long,  fully 
proved  that  the  French  Court  conceive 
the  Commission,  under  which  the 
captors  found  the  validity  of  their 
caption,  to  ha-ue  been  granted  by  a 
povjer  competent  to  the  ijjuing  it. 

London,  No-v.  8.  The  French  Go- 
vernment have  at  laft  declared,  *'  The 

A  a  a  two 
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two  fhips,  the  Clareiidon  and  Hano-jcr     howevc 


Packet, 


belongin? 


to    Mr.   Long, 
which  were  taken    and  carried  into 
Nantz,   to   he  forfeited  to  the  French 
King.''^     This  pretence   under  which 
the    laid     prizes    ?re    confifcated    in 
France,    is  the  highefl   indignity   to 
Great  Britain,    and  a    full  acknow- 
ledgment of  the   Independency  of  the 
Colonies  ;    for    unlefs    the    Congrefs 
eommiffion  was  allowed  a  'valid  one, 
710  capture  under  it  could  alter  the  pro- 
perty of  thofe  Ihips  ;   nor  could  any  im- 
proper entry  of  them  by  the  Americans 
(which  is  the  fole  ground  for  declar- 
ing them  forfeited  to  the  King)  after 
they   were    unjuHly   tnkcn   by  force, 
afFe£l  or  alter   the  rights  of  the  real 
owners. 

Extra£l  of  a  genuine  letter  fro?u  Paris, 
dated  No^uc/.'iber  4. 
"    All  is    cabal    and   intrigue    at 
Fontainbleau.       Dr.    Franklin   went 
there  a  fewdavs  ao;o.     Great  ch  n;:es 
xire  faid  to  be  making  in  our  Miniilry. 
The  greatclt  preparations  are  making 
in  the  marine  department.     Several 
frigates    arc    building,     upon  a  new 
conftrudion,  to  carry  32  twenty-foar 
pounders  upon  one  deck,  defigned  to 
be  a  match  for  the  Englilh  frigates. 
The  troops  are  all  failed  for  the  Well- 
Indies  ;  when  they  arrive  there,  the 
French  will  have  in  their  iflands    an 
army  of  upwards  of  21,000   men; 
befides  what  Spain  has  at  the  Havan- 
nah.     Many  fmgle    jhips  have  fince 
failed,  atdifi'erent  times,  to  the  Weft- 
Indies.      Should    another    campaign 
take  place  in  Anierica,  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  to  avoid  a  war ;  nothing  pre- 
lented  it  laft  fummer  but  our  Mini- 
firy  permitting  their  feamen  and  vef- 
fels  to  be  fent  out  to  the  fiiheries,   af- 
ter they  had  refolved  and  aftually  il- 
fued  orders  to  flop  them.   Being  once 
.cone,  it  was  in  the  power  of  Great- 


feen  and  repented  of  their 
millake  in  that  proceeding,  and  wilt 


not 


am  tie 


fame  mann? 


Agents 


{aid 


up  their  hands  in  the 
One  of  the  American 
a  few  days  ago,  That 
nation  would  be  the  •vjifcfi  that  firft 
acknowledged  the  Independency  of 
America." 

London,   OBoher    2:.    On    Sunday 
lail  a  noble    Earl    arri\'ed    in    town 
from  France.     The  intelligence  this 
Nobleman  brings  of  the  flate  of  pub- 
lic aifairs  in  France,  ought  toavvaken 
this    country.       The    French    Court 
have  ordered  50,000  of  their  troops 
to  march  down  to  the  fca-coaft  imme- 
diately.    The  troops  are  drawn  from 
the  garrifoned  towns,  in  the  frontiers, 
of  Flanders,  and    Germany.     Lifle, 
in  particular,  is,  in   a   manner,  dif- 
mantled  ;  and  very  few  troops  are  left 
in  any  of  the  towns.     Part  are  arrived 
at    Montreuil     (near  Bologne)    and 
places  adjacent  upon  tlie  coilL     The 
encouragement  given  to  the  Ameiican 
privateers  at  Dunkirk  is  perfectly  no- 
torious.    Every  thing  in  France  wears 
the  face  of  war. 

Our  Minifters  have,  for  fome  days, 
been  a  good  deal  alarmed  by  the  con- 
duft  of  France.     A  few  weeks  fmce, 
they  ordered  feveral  more  Jhips  into 
commifiion.     France  laughed  at  the 
menace ;    flie    knew    (all    the   v/orld 
knows  it)  we  cannot  get  hands  for  half 
of  thofe  that  were  in  eommiffion  be- 
fore.    France  in  return  now  menaces 
us  with  her  army.     Thus  the  two  na- 
tions ai-e  bullying  each  other.     They 
are  both  like  cinder;  and  the  fmallell 
fpark    will  kindle   a  war.     Nothing 
but  the  good  fenfe  and  prudence  of 
Capt.  Jams  prevented  it,  when  the 
Robufte  bore  down  upon  him.      Was 
he  not  obliged  to  fnatch  the  matches 
out  of  the  hands  of  his  people,  to  pre- 
vent    their  firino;  ?     Nobody   doubts 


Britain,  to  intercept  their  return,  and     Capt.  Jarvis's  bravery;   but  Will  not 
therefore  they  were  obliged  to  remain     every  man   fay,  that  if  he  had  fired, 
quiet  during  the  fummer,  and  con-     the  two  nations  would,  at  this  mo- 
tent  themfelves  with  giving   the   Co-     nient,  have  been  at  open  war.    A  war 
lowies  fecret  affilhiuce.     They  have,     between  England  and  France  is  much 

■  dreaded. 
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dreaded.  It  Is  fufpended  by  a  thread. 
It  is  in  the  power  of  any  Captain  of 
a  fhip  to  hi:gin  it  to-morrow. 

Lord  Mulgrave  in  his  late  cruize 
fcH  in  with,  at  fea,  a  Dutch  lliip, 
wh'ch  he  brought  to  and  fearched, 
but  cou!d  not  difcover  to  what  phice 
flic  was  bound.  She  iiad  fome  arms 
on  board,  and  twenty-feven  Fi-ench 
officers,  moft  of  them  frenticmen  of 
■of  difUnilion  and  rank.  Some  of  the 
people  on  board  haring  a  difference 
among  themfelves,  gave  information 
that  ihc  was  bound  to  North- Ame- 
rica, upon  whicli  Lord  Mulgrave 
brought  her  into  Portfmouth.  In  the 
f  rll:  tranfports  -of  rage  and  vexation, 
it  was  rofolved  to  (end  the  French 
gentlemen  to  the  common  gaol ;  but 
before  the  order  was  executed;  the 
Minillers  altered  their  minds,  and  re- 
leafcd  them. 


y/  letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
Silas  Deane,  Ejqrs,  to  Lord  Slor- 
jnont,   at  Paris. 

Paris,   Feb.  23,    1777. 
••''  My  Lord, 

"  Captain  Weeks,  of  the  Reprifal 
frigate,  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  now  in  his 
hands  near  one  hundred  Britilh  ie.:- 
men,  pr! ("oners.  He  defires  to  know, 
whether  an  exchange  may  be  made 
with  him  for  an  eqilal  number  of 
American  feamcn  now  prifoners  in 
England .?  We  take  the  liberty  of 
propofing  this  matter  to  your  Lord- 
Ihip,  and  of  requefting  your  opinion 
(if  there  be  no  impropriety  in  your 
giving  it)  whether  fuch  an  exchange 
will  probably  be  agreed  to  by  your 
Court  ? 

If  your  people  cannot  be  fcon  ex- 
changed here,  they  will   be    lent  to 
America.  We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  refpedt. 
Your  Lcrdihip's  mofi:  obedient. 
Humble  fervants, 

B.  Franklin. 
S.  Deane." 
Right  Hon,  Lord  Vi/couiit  Stormout. 
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Another. 

Paris,   April  Zy    IJTJ. 
"  My  Lord, 

"  Wi:  did  ourfclvcs  the  honour  of 
writing  fome  time  ago  to  your  Lord- 
lliip,  on  the  fubje^l-t  of  exchanging 
prilbncrs.  You  did  not  condefcend 
to  give  us  any  anfwer,  and  therefore 
we  exped  none  to  tJiis.  We  however 
take  the  liberty  of  fending  you  copies 
of  cerudn  depofitions,  v,'hich  we  Ihall 
tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  whereby  it  will 
be  known  to  your  Court,  that  the 
United  States  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  barbarous  treatment  their  people 
receive,  when  tiiey  have  the  misfor- 
tune of  being  your  priloners  liere  in 
Europe:  and  chat  if  your  condudl  to- 
wards us  is  not  altered,  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  fe\'cre  reprifals  may  be 
tliought  juiliiluble,  fi-om  the  necef- 
fity  of  putting  fome  check  to  fuch 
abominable  praftices.    • 

"  For  the  fake  of  humanity,  it  is 
to  be  v/ifaed  that  men  would  endea- 
vour to  alleviate,  as  much  as  pofiible, 
the  unavoidable  miferies  attending  a 
Icate  of  war.  It  lias  been  laid,  thac 
among  the  civilized  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, the  ancient  horrors  of  that  flate 
are  much  dimlniihed;  but  the  com- 
pelling men  by  chains,  llripes,  and 
famine,  to  fiHit  npainlt  their  friends 
and  relations,  is  a  nev/  mode  of  bar- 
barity which  your  nation  alone  had 
tlie  honour  of  inventing  5  and  the 
fending  American  prifoners  of  war  to 
Africa  and  Afia,  remote  from  all 
probability  of  exchange,  and  where 
they  can  Icarce  hope  ever  to  hear  frcm 
their  families,  even  if  the  umvhcle- 
fomenefs  of  the  climate  does  not  put 
a  ipeedy  end  to  their  lives,  is  a  man- 
ner of  treating  captives  that  you  can 
juflify  by  no  ot.her  precedent  of  cuf- 
tom,  except  that  of  the  black  favages 
of  Guinea.      We  are. 

Your  Lordfiiip's  moil  obedient 
Humble  fervants, 

B.  Franklin, 
S.  Dean£." 
Lord  Vifecunt  Siormont. 

A  a  a  2  Anctber 
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Another. 
Paris,   id  of  April,    ^777' 
"  My  Lord, 

"  In  anfwer  to  a  letter  which  con- 
cerns fome  of  the  molt  material  inte- 
refts  of  humanity,  and  of  the  two  na- 
tions, Great-Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  now  at  war,  we 
received  the  inclofed  indecent  paper, 
as  coming  from  your  Lordihip,  which 
we  return,  for  your  Lordlhip's  more 
mature  confi deration. 

(Sii.ned)  Ip.  Franklin. 

SjLAS    DeaNE.'* 

N.  B.  The  words  of  the  paper  font 
by  Lord  Stormont,  and  referred  to  in 
the  above  letter  were,  "  The  King's 
Ambaflador  recei-/es  no  applications 
from  rebels,  unLfs  they  ccme  to  im- 
plore his  Majefty's  mercy." 

London,  No^j.  lo.  Advice  has  been 
received  from  Paris,  that  Mr.  Hodge, 
who  had  been  committed  to  the  Baf- 
tile  fome  time  ago,  at  the  requeft  of 
Lord  Stormont,  ivas  releafed.  He 
was  noticed  by  the  Scotch  Lord,  for 
having  afted  very  publicly  at  Dun- 
kirk, in  fating  out  Captain  Cunning- 
ham, afting  there  as  his  agent,  in 
the  moll  notorious  manner,  &c.  Lord 
Stormont  made  a  moll:  heavy  com- 
plaint of  this  condufl,  and  threatened, 
that  if  he  was  not  apprehended  and 
committed,  a  fleet  of  Brltifh  men  of 
war  would  intercept  and  feize  tlie 
French  Newfoundland  fleet,  &c. 
Upon  thi;  Mr.  Hodge  was  committed 
to  the  Baltile.  The  Newfoundland 
fleet  having  par:  arrived,  and  the  reft 
hourly  expeded.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  the  other  American  Com- 
miifioners,  applied  for  his  releafe. 
The  King  of  France  anlwered,  "  That 
as  he  wilhed  to  live  upon  good  terms 
with  America,  and  the  prefent  har- 
mony between  them  not  to  be-  inter- 
rupted, he  granted  their  requeft." 
Air.  Hodge  was  immediately  fet  at 
liberty.  While  in  the  Baftile,  Mr. 
Hodge  fays,  he  was  treated  coniL'.ntly 
with  the  utnicft  politenefs  and  civi- 
lity J  and  entertained,  every  day,  in 


the    m.oft    elegant  'manner,    at    th?; 
King  of  France's  expence. 

In  the  Legijltiti've  Council ., 
The  -^d  day  of  February,  I  777. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bill,  intitlsd, 
"  A  Bill  for  eilablilhing  the  Confti- 
tution  of  the  State  of  South-Caro- 
lina," as  it  came  up  to  this  Houfe 
from  the  General  AlTembly,  be 
printed  ard  made  public. 

By  order  of  the  Houfe, 

Thomas  Farr,  Clerk, 
A  Bill  for  ejlablif:ing  the  Confiiution 
of  the  State  of  South-Carolina. 
I'hat,  inafmuch  as  the  Conflitu- 
tion,  or  form  of  government,  agreed 
to,  and  refolved   upon,  by  the  free- 
men of  this  country,  met  in  Congrefs 
the  26th  day  of  March  lall,  was  tem- 
porary only,  calculated  for,  and  faited 
to,  the  then  fituation  of  thjir  public 
affairs,  looking  forward  to  an  accom- 
modation   with     Great-Britain,     an 
event  then  defired  :  and  whereas  the 
American  States  have  been  lince  con- 
ftituted  Independent  States,  and  the 
political  connexion  heretofore  fubiift- 
ing  between  them  and  Great-Britain 
entirely  diflblved,  by  the  Declaration 
of  the    honourable   the    Continental 
Congrefs,  dated  the  4th  day  of  July 
lail,  for  the  many  gre::t  and  weighty 
reafons,  therein  particularly  fet  forth  : 
it  therefore  becomes  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  to  frame  a  lafting  Conititutiou 
fuitable   to  that  great  event :    Be  it 
therefore  conftituted  and  enadted,   by 
hs  Excellency  John  Rutledgc,Efquire, 
Preiident  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
in  and  over  the  State  of  South-Caro- 
lina, by  the  Honourable  the  Legifla- 
tive  Council,  and  General  Allembly, 
artd   by  the  authority  of  the  fame, 
Tliat  the   following   articles,  agreed 
upon  by  the  freemen  of  this  State, 
now  met  in    General   Ailembly,  be 
henceforth  and  icr  ever  (unlcfs  alter- 
ed  by  the  Leglflative  Authority  of 
this  State)   looked  upon  as  the  Con- 
.ftitution    and    form    of    government 
thereof, 

I.  That 
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1.  That  the  ftlle  of  this  country 
be,  hereafter,  the  State  pf  South- 
Carolina. 

2.  That  the  Legiilative  authority 
be  veiled  in  a  Legiiiaiiv;;  Council  and 
General  Aifcmbly. 

3.  That  as  foon  a?  may  be,  after 
the  lirlt  meeting  of  the  Legiflati  /e 
Council  and  General  Asrembiy,  tiicy 
fhall  jointly,  in  the  General  A/Iem- 
bly,  choofe  by  ballot,  from  among 
therafelves,  or  from  the  people  at 
large,  a  Prefideht  and  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  a  Vice-preiident  of  the 
State,  and  Privy  Council,  to  continue 
for  two  years :  and  till  fuch  choice 
fhali  be  made,  the  former  Prefident 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  Vice-pte- 
iident,  and  Privy  Council,  fliall  con- 
tinue to  aftas  luch.  <* 

4.  That  a  member  of  the  Leglf- 
lative  Council,  or  General  AlTcmbly, 
being  chofen,  aniaftlng  as  Prefident 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Vice- 
prcfident,  ihall  vacate  his  feat,  and 
another  perfon  Ihall  be  elected  in  his 
room. 

5.  That  every  perfon  who  fhall  be 
eledled  Prefident  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  State,  or  Vice-prefident, 
or  a  member  of  the  Privv  Council, 
fhall  be  qualified  as  folioweth,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  Prefident  and  Vice-pre- 
fident,  fhall  have  been  refidents  in 
this  State  for  ten  years,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council  five  years, 
preceding  their  faid  eleftion,  and 
lliall  have  in  this  State,  a  fettled 
plantation  or  freehold,  in  their  and 
each  of  their  own  riijht,  of  the  value 
of  at  leall  ten  thoufand  pounds  cur- 
rency, clear  of  debt;  and,  on  being 
elefted,  they  fhall  take  an  oath  of 
qualification,  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly. 

6.  That  no  future  Prefident  or 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  fhall  ferve 
for  two  years,  fhall  be  eligible  to 
ferve  in  the  faid  office,  after  the  ex- 
jplration  of  the  faid  term,  until  tlie 
full  end  and  term  of  four  years. 

7.  That  no  perfon  in  this  State 
ihall    hold    the   olhce    of   Prefident 
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thereof,  or  \'ice-prefident,  and  an/ 
other  ofhce  or  commulion,  civil  or 
military,  except  in  the  militia,  either 
ill  this  State,  or  under  the  auihorlt/ 
of  the  Con'dncnial  Coagrels,  at  one 
and  the  fame  time. 

8.  That  in  cafe  of  th^e  death  pf  the 
Pr<ifiJent  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
or  his  ab;'ence  from  the  State,  the 
Yice-prefident  of  the  State  ihall  fuc- 
ceed  to  his  office,  and  the  Privy 
Cou.'icil  ihall  choofe,  out  of  their 
ov/n  body,  a  Vicc-prefident  of  uhs 
State.  And  in  cafe  of  the  deru^i  cf 
the  Vice-prelident  of  the  State^ 
or  in  Ills  ablence  from  the  State,  one 
of  the  Privy  Council,  to  be  chofea 
by  themfeives,  ihall  lucceed  to  his 
office,  until  a  nomination  to  thofeof^ 
iices  refpectively,  by  the  General 
AffemL'Iy  and  Legiilative  Council, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  time  for 
which  the  officer  {0  dying  or  being 
abfent  was  aojainted. 

9.  That  the  Privy  Council,  where- 
of the  Vice-preiident  of  the  -State 
ihall  of  courie  be  a  member,  and 
Prefdeat  of  the  I'rivy  Council,  faall 
conhlt  (including  the  \"ice-prelident) 
of  nine  members  ;  iive  of  wiioin  fhali 
be  a  Quorum.  Pro\ided  always. 
That  no  officer  cf  the  army  or  navy, 
in  the  ferv;ce  of  the  Continent  or  this 
State,  nor  judge  of  any  of  the  courts 
of  law,  fhall  be  eligible, — nor  ihall 
the  father,  ion,  or  brother  to  the 
Prefident  for  tlie  time  being,  be  eletl- 
ed  in  the  Privy  Council  cluriag  his 
adminiltration.  A  member  of  the 
Legiflative  Council  or  General  Af- 
fembly,  being  chofen  of  the  Privy 
Council,  ihall  not  thereby  ioie  his 
feat  in  the  Legiilative  Council  or  Ge- 
neral Aifembly,  unleis  he  be  elected 
vice-prefident  of  t  le  Str.te,  in  which 
cafe  he  fnall,  and  another  perfon  ihail 
be  choien  in  his  Head.  The  Privy 
Council  is  to  advii'e  the  Prefident  and 
Commander  in  Chief  vvhenrequii'ed; 
but  he  ihall  not  be  bound  to  coniulc 
them,  unlefs  direilcd  by  law.  If  a 
member  of  the  Privy  Council  ihall 
die,    or   depart   this    Stiie,   aiioiher 
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fliall  be  chofen  in  his  room,  m  man- 
TiCr  above-mentioned. 
■  ic.  That  in  cafe  of  the  abfence 
from  Ci.arks-Town,  or  ilcknefs  of 
the  Prendent,  the  Vice-prefident,  ox" 
in  cafe  of  his  abfence,  any  one  of  the 
Pnvy  Coundl,  mav  be  impoweiied 
by  the  Prendent,  under  his  hand  and 
feai,  to  acl  in  his  room. 

11.  7'hat  the  executive  authority 
be  veiled  in  the  Prefident  and  Corn- 
mandc!-  in  Chief,  limited  and  re- 
flrained  iji  manner  herein  after  men- 
tioned. 

12.  That  each  pariili  and  diflrift 
throughout  this  State,  fhall,  on  the 
iafl  Monday  in  November  and  the 
day  following,  wJuch  will  be  in  ihe 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fcven 
hundred  and  fei-entv-eipht,  and  on 
the  lame  days  of  every,  fecond  year 
thereafter,  elecl  by  ballot,  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Le.-i;ia'ive  eouncil  (ex- 
cept the  difbia  of  St.  PliiJip  and  St. 
Michael's  pariihes,  Charles-tov/n, 
which  fiiall  eieft  two  members  j  and 
except  alio  the  dilhict  between  Broad 
and  Saludy  Rivers,  in  three  divi- 
fions,  viz.  the  lovv'er  diftria,  Little 
River  diibift,  and  upper  or  Spartan 
dillria,  each  of  which  faid  divifions, 
ihall  eleft  one  member)  to  meet  on 
tlie  fecond  Monday  in  January,  at  the 
the  ufual  place  in  Charies-tcwn,  un- 
lefs  the  cafuaities  of  war,  or  con- 
tagious dif?rders,  fhould  render  it 
uniafe  to  meet  there,  in  which  cafe 
the  Prefident  and  Commander  in 
Chief  for  the  time  beirg,  may,  by 
Prouiamation,  with  the  advice  and 
conlent  cf  the  Privy  Council,  appcir^t 
a  more  fecure  and  convenient  place 
of  nieetmg,  and  to  continue  for  two 
years,  from  the  faid  laft  Monday  in 
N'wen.ber.  And  that  no  perfon  ihall 
be  eligible  to  a  feat  in  the  faid  Coun- 
cil until  he  hath  attained  the  a^e  of 
tairty  years.  Not  lefs  than  thirteen 
riicmbers  Ihall  be  a  Quorum  to  do 
buiinefs ;  but,  the  Speaker,  or  any 
three  members,  may  adjourn  from 
d'iy  to  day.  No  perfon  who  rehdes 
ia  the  parxih  or  diltrift  iux  which  he 
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is  elefted,  fhall  take  his  feat  in  the 
Legiflative  Council,  unlefs  he  pcf- 
fefles  a  fettled  eilate  and  freehold,  in 
his  own  right,  in  the  faid  parilh  or 
diftrift,  of  the  value  of  two  thoufand 
pounds  currency  at  leaft,  clear  of 
debt.  And  no  non-refiient  ihall  be 
eligible  to  a  feat  in  the  laid  C  ouncil, 
unlefs  he  is  owner'  of  a  fettled  eftate 
and  freehold  in  his  own  right,  in  the 
parilh  or  dilbift  where  he  is  elected, 
of  the  value  of  feven  thoufand  pounds 
currency  at  leaft,  alfo  clear  of  debt. 

13.  That  on  the  lail:  Monday  in 
November  and  the  day  folloiving, 
which  lliaii  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fe- 
vcnty-eight,  and  on  the  fime  days  of 
every  fecond  year  thereafter,  mem- 
b,=rs  of  the  General  Affembly  Ihaiibe 
chofen,  to  meet  on  the  fecond  Mon- 
day in  January  then  next,  at  the 
ufual  place  in  Charles-town,  unlefs 
the  C2ifuaities  of  vvar,  or  contap-ious 
diforders,  fhould  render  it  unfafe  to 
meet  there,  in  which  cafe  the  Prefi- 
dent and  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being,  may,  by  Proclama- 
tion, v/ith  the  advice  and  confent  of 
the  Privy  Council,  appoint  a  more 
fecure  and  convenient  place  of  meet- 
ing, and  to  continue  for  two  years 
from  the  faid  laft  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber. Each  parifh  and  diftrift  within 
this  State  lliall  fend  members  to  the 
General  Affembly  in  the  following 
proportions,  that  is  to  fay. 

The  parilhes  of  St.  Philip  and  St. 
Michael,  Charles-town,  thirty  mem- 
bers. 

The  parilh  of  Chrift-church,  fix 
members. 

The  parifh  of  St.  John,  in  Berkley 
county,  fixm.emb:rs. 

The  parilh  of  St.  Andrew,  fix 
members. 

The  parifh  of  St.  George,  Dor- 
cheicer,  fix  members. 

The  parifh  of  St.  James,  Goofe- 
creek,  iix  members. 

The  parilh  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Dennis,  fix  members. 

Theparifhcf  St.  Paul,  fix  members. 

The 
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Tlie  pnrliliof  St.  Bartholomew,  fix     qualincation  of  the  eletflors  niall  he. 


fix 


members. 

The    parifh   of  St.    Helena, 
ir.ein'oers. 

The  parifh  of  St.  James,  Sanfec, 
fix  members. 

The    parifh    of    Prince    George, 
Winyah,  fix  members. 

The  parilh  of  Prince  Frederick,  fix 
members. 

The  parifh  of  St.  John,  In  Colleton 
county,  fix  members. 

The  pariih  of  St    Peter,  Hx  mem- 
bers. 

The  parifh  of  Prince  Williams,  fix 
members. 

The  parifh  of  St.  Stephen,  fix  mem-     tax  the  preceding  year,  or  was  t;ixable 
bers 

The  dlflrivfl  to  the  er.flwird  of 


that  every  free  white  man,  and  no 
other  perfon,  who  acknowledges  the 
Being  of  a  God,  and  believes  in  a 
future  flate  of  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments,  and  who  has  attained  to  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  and 
hath  been  a  refident  and  an  inhabitant 
in  this  St.itc  for  the  fpace  of  one  w.hole 
year,  before  the  date  of  the  writs  for 
the  eleftion  he  ofrers  to  give  his  vote 
at,  and  hath  a  freehold  at  Icail  of  fifty 
acres  of  land,  or  a  town  lot,  and 
hath  been  legally  feized  andpofleifed 
of  the  fime,  at  leaft  fix  months,  pre- 
vious to  fuch  eledtion,  or  hath  paid  a 


the 


ten 


fix 


Wateree  River,  ten  members. 

The    diJlrid   of  Ninety-fix, 
members. 

The  diftricl    cf  Saxe-Gotha, 
members. 

The    dillrift  between  Broad  and  Sa- 

ludy  Rivers,  in  three  divifions,  viz. 

The  Lower  Diftrlft,  four  members. 

The    Little     River  Diftrift,    four 

members. 

1  he   Upper  or   Spartan   Diftrlft, 
four  members. 

The  diflridl  between  Broad  and 
Cat.avv'ba  Rivers,  ten  members. 

1  he  diftrift  called  the  New  Ac- 
quiiition,  ten  members 

The  parifh  of  St.  Matthew,  fix 
members. 

The  parifh  of  St.  David,  fix  num- 
bers. 

The  dlflrift  between  Savannah 
River  and  the  North  Fork  of  Edifto, 
fix  members. 

And  the  eleftion  of  the  faid  mem- 
bers fhall  be  condufted,  as  near  as 
may  be,  agreeable  to  the  direction  of 
the  Eleftion  Aft.  And  where  there 
aj-e  no  Churches  or  Churchwardens  in 
a  diflrlft  cr  parifh,  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  at  fome  convenient  time  be- 
fore their  expiration,  fhall  appoint 
places  of  election,  and  perfons  to  re- 
ceive vot^s  and  make  returns.     The 


the  preient  year,  at  leafl  fix  months 
previous    to  the  faid  eleJTtion,    in   a 
fum  equal  to  the  tax  on  fifty  acres  of 
land,  to  the  fupport  of  this  govern- 
ment, fliall  be  deemed  a  perfon  qua- 
lified to  vote  for,  and  may  be  capable 
of  elediiig,  a  reprefentative  or  repre- 
fentativTS,  to  feive  as   a  member  or 
members,  in  the  Lsgiflative  Council 
and  General  Afiembly,  for  the  parifh. 
or  diitricl  where  he  aftually  is  a  re- 
fident, or  in  any  other  pariili  or  dif- 
tridl  in  this  State  where  he  liath  the 
like  freehold.     Eleftors  fliall  take  an 
oath,  cr  affirmation  cf  qualification, 
if  required  by  the  returning  officer. 
The  qualification  of  the  elected,  if 
refidents  in  the  parifli  or  diflrlA  for 
v.'hich  they  flia'l  be  returned,  fnall  be 
the  fame  as  mentioned  in  the  Eleftion 
Adl,  and  condrued  to  mean  clear  of 
debt.     Cut  no  non-refideat  fnall  be 
eligible  to  a  feat  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  unlefs  he  is  owner  cf  a  fettled 
eftate  and  freehold,  in  his  own  right, 
of  the  value  of  three  thcufand  and  five 
hundred   pounds    currency    at    lea'i, 
clear  of  debt,  io  the  pariih  or  diftritl: 
tor  which  he  is  clefted. 

14.  That  if  any  parifli  or  diflirift 
neglefts  or  refufes  to  eleft  members  ; 
or,  if  the  members  choicn  do  net 
meet  in'  General  Aflembly ;  thole 
who  do  meet  fhall  have  the  pov/ers  cf 
die   General   AfTembiv.       Not   Icfs 

khan 
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than  forty-nine  members  (hall  make 
&n  Houfe,  to  do  bufinefs ;  but  the 
Speaker,  or  any  (even  members,  may 
aljourn  from  day  to  day. 

It;.  That  when  proper  information 
can  be  had  of  the  particular  and  com- 
parative ilrength  and  taxable  property 
of  the  difterent  parts  of  the  State, 
that  then  the  prsfent  reprefentation 
he  proportioned  in  the  moll  equal  and 
juf!;  manner,  regard  being  always  had 
to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants 
and  taxable  property  of  the  people. 

1 6.  That  all  money  bills  for  the 
fupport  of  government.s  ftiall  origi- 
nate in  the  General  AiTembly,  and 
ihail  net  be  altered  or  mended  by 
the  Legifiative  Council,  l-ut  may  be 
j-ejedled  by  them  :  but  that  no  money 
be  drawn  out  of  the  public  treaiury, 
but  by  the  Legiflative  authority  of 
the  State.  All  other  bills  and%rdi- 
nances  may  take  rife  in  the  General 
Allembly  or  Legifiative  Council,  and 
be  altered,  amended,  or  rejeded  by 
cither.  Bills  having  palled  the  Ge- 
neral AlTcmbly  andLegi/lative  Coun- 
cil, fliali  be  figned  by  the  Prefident 
and  Commander  in"" Chief  for  the 
time  being,  the  Speaker  cf  the  Le- 
gifiative Council,  and  the  Speaker 
cf  the  General  AiTembly,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  fliSll  then 
iiave  all  the  force  and  validity  of  an 
Aft  of  General  AiTembly  of  this 
State.  And  the  General  Allembly 
and  L."giilative  Council  refpeftively, 
ihall  enjoy  all  other  privileges  v/hich 
have,  at  any  time,  been  claimed  or 
exercifed  by  the  Commons  Houfe  of 
Allembly. 

17.  That  the  General  AiTembly 
and  Le"illa:ive  Council  mav  auiourn 
themfelves  refpe 'lively;  and  the  Pre- 
fident and  Commander  in  Chief 
(hall  have  no  power  to  adjourn,  pro- 
rogue, or  diliblve  them  :  but  may, 
if  necelTary,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Privy  Council, 
call  ihcm,  b^?ibre  the  time  to  which 
they  fliail  Hand  adjourned.  And 
wh.rj  a  bill  hath  been  reje-Tted,  it 


7^    ) 

may,  on  a  meeting  after  an  adjourn-; 
ment  for  not  lefs  than  three  days,  of 
General  Auembly  and  Legifiative 
Council,    be  brought  in  again. 

18.  That  the  "General  Aflem.bly 
and  the  Legifiative  Council  fhall 
each  choofe  their  refpedlive  Speakers; 
and  their  own  officers,  by  ballot, 
without  controul.  And  that,  during 
a,  re:efs,  the  Speakers,  of  either 
IToufe,  iliall  ifTue  writs  for  filling  up 
vacancies,  occafioned  by  death,  in 
their  refpedlive  Houfes,  giving  at 
leaft  three  weeks,  and  not  more  than 
t'  irty-five  days  previous  notice,  of 
the  time  appointed  for  the  eleftion. 

19.  That  if  any  pnriili  or  diflrift 
fhall  negled  to  eleft  a  member  or 
mehibcrs,  on  th?  day  of  eledlion  ;  or, 
in  cafe  any  perfon  chofen  a  member 
of  the  Legifiative  Council  or  General 
Affembiy,  fhall  refufe  to  qualify  and 
and  take  his  feat  as  fuch,  or  die,  or 
depart  the  State  ;  the  faid  Legifiative 
Council  or  General  Allembly,  as  the 
cafe  may  be,  fhall  appoint  proper 
days,  for  ekil^ling  a  member  or  mem- 
bers of  the  faid  Legifiative  Council 
or  General  Affembiy,  in  fuch  cafes 
refpecli^'ely. 

20.  That  if  any  member  of  the 
Geaeral  Affembiy,  or  of  the  Legif- 
iative Council,  fhall  accept  anyplace 
of  emolument,  or  any  commifliori 
(except  in  the  militia)  he  fhall  vacate 
his  feat,  and  there  fliall  thereupon  be 
a  new  eleftion ;  but  he  fhall  not  be 
difqualified  from  ferving,  upon  being 
re-ele6led,  without  he  is  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  State,  a  Commif- 
fioner  of  the  Treafury,  an  Officer  of 
of  the  Cuiloms,  Regiller  of  Mefne 
Conveyances,  a  Clerk  of  one  of  the 
Courts  of  Juilice,  Powder- receiver. 
Clerk  of  the  Legifiative  or  Pri\'y 
Council,  Clerk  of  the  General  Af- 
fembiy, Surveyor-general,  or  Com- 
miflary  of  Military  Stores  ;  which  of- 
ficers are  hereby  declared  difqualified, 
from  being  members  either  of  the  Le- 
gifiative Council  or  General  Af- 
fembiy. 

21.  That 
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2  1.  Tliat  no  Miniiler  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  or  public  preacher,  of  any  reli- 
gious perfuafion,  be  eligible,  for  the 
future,  either  as  a  member  of  the  Le- 
giflative  Council,  or  of  the  General 
AfTcmbl/. 

2  2.  That  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  in  the  Continental  Congrefs,  be 
chofen,  annually,  by  the  General 
Affembly  and  Legillative  Council 
jointly,  by  ballot,  in  the  General 
Aflembly';  and  nothing  contained  in 
this  ConiVitution  fliall  be  conftrued  to 
extend  to  vacate  the  feat  of  any  mem- 
ber, who  is,  or  may  be,  a  Delegate 
from  this  State  to  the  Continental 
Congrefs,  as  fuch. 

23.  That  the  Vice-prefident  of  the 
State  and  the  Privy  Council,  or  the 
V'ice-prefident  and  a  majority  of  the 
Privy  Council  for  the  time  being, 
Ihall  exercife  the  powers  of  a  Court 
of  Chancery.  And  there  fliall  be  an 
Ordinary,  who  Ihall  exercife  the 
powers  heretofore  exercifed  by  that 
officer  in  this  State. 
■  24.  That  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  be  confined  to 
maritime  caufes. 

25.  That  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
flrall  be  nominated  by  the  General 
Aflembly,  and  commiflioned  by  the 
Prefident  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
during  pleafure.  They-  will  not  be 
intitled  to  fees,  except  on  profecu- 
tions  for  felony  ;  and,  not  afting  in 
the  magiflracy,  they  fhall  not  be  en- 
titled to  the  privileges  allowed  them 
by  law. 

26.  That  all  other  judicial  officers 
fliall  be  chofen,  by  ballot,  jointly  by 
the  General  Aflembly  and  Legifla- 
tive  Council,  in  the  General  Aflem- 
bly, and,  except  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  commiffioned  by 
the  Prefident  and  Commander  in 
Chief,  during  good  behaviour :  but 
fhall  be  removed,  on  addrefs  of  the 
General  Aflembly  and  Lpgiflative 
Council. 

•  27.  That  the  Sheriffs,  qualified  as 
by  law  direded,  (hall  be  chofen  by 


the  freeholders  in  each  diftrift 
throughout  the  State,  and  commif- 
fioned by  the  Prefident  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  for  two  ye.irs  only. 

28.  That  the  Commifli()n:-rs  of  the 
Treafury,  the  Secretary  of  the  State, 
the  Regifter  of  Mefne  Conveyances, 
Attorney-general,  Powder-receiver, 
ColIe£lors,  Comptrollers,  Waiters, 
and  Surveyor-general,  be  chofen  by 
the  General  Aflembly  and  Legiflative 
Council  jointly,  by  ballot,  in  the 
General  Aflembly,  and  commiffioned 
by  the  Prefident  and  Commander  in 
Chief,  during  good  behaviour  ;  but 
fhall  be  removed  on  addrefs  of  the 
General  Aflembly  and  Legiflative 
Council. 

29.  That  all  Field  Officers  in  the 
army,  and  all  Captains  in  the  navy, 
fliali  be,  by  the  General  Aflembly 
and  i^egiflative  Council,  chofen 
jointly,  by  ballot,  in  the  General 
Aflembly,  and  commiffioned  by  the 
Prefldent  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
except  in  cafes  where  they  are  to  re- 
ceive their  commiffions  from  Con- 
grefs, And  that  all  other  officers, 
in  the  army  and  navy,  fhall  be  com- 
miffioned by  the  Prefident  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

30.  That  in  cafe  of  vacancy  in 
any  of  the  offices  above  direfted  to 
be  filled  by  the  General  Aflembly 
and  Legiflative  Council,  the  Pre- 
fident and  Commander  in  Chief, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Privy  Council,  may  appoint  others  in. 
their  ftead,  until  there  fhall  be  an 
eletSlion  by  the  General  Aflembly  and 
Legiflative  Council  to  f  U  thofe  va- 
cancies refpeftively. 

3  t .  That  the  Prefident  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  Privy  Council,  may 
appoint,  during  pleafure,  until  other- 
wife  direfted  by  the  refolution  of  the 
General  Aflembly  and  Legiflative 
Council,  all  other  necefliary  officers, 
except  fuch  as  are  by  law  direfted  to 
be  otherwife  chofen. 

32.  That  the  Prefident  and  Com- 
B  b  b  mander 
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mander  in  Chief  iKall  have  no  power 
to  commence  war,  or  conclude  peace, 
or  eater  into  any  final  treaty,  v,'ith- 
out  the  confent  of  the  General  Al- 
fembly  and  Lcgiflative  Council. 

33.  That  the  refolutions  of  the 
late  Congrefies  of  this  State,  and  all 
laws  now  of  force  here  (and  not  here- 
by altered)  Ihall  fo  continue,  until 
altered  or  repealed  by  the  Legiflature 
of  this  State,  unlefs  where  they  are 
temporary,  in  which  cafe  they  shall 
expire  at  the  times  refpedively  limited 
for  their  duration. 

34.  That  the  Prefident  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  Vice-prefident  of 
this  State,  and  Privy  Council  refpec- 
tively,  Ihall  have  the  fame  pergonal 
privileges,  as  are  allowed  by  At\  of 
AlTembly  to  the  Governor,  JLieute- 
nant-governor,  and  Privy  Council, 
That  the  Prefident  and  L  omrn^der 
in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Privy  Council,  may  lay  embargoes, 
or  prohibit  the  exportation  of  any 
commodity,  for  any  time  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days,  in  the  recefs  of  the 
General  Aflembly. 

35.  That  all  perfons  who  Ihall  be 
cholen  and  appointed  to  any  office, 
or  to  any  place  of  truft,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, before  entering  upon  the  exe- 
cut'ion  of  office,  (hall  take  the  follow- 
ing oath : 

"  I  A.  B.  do  acknowledge  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  a  Free, 
Independent,  and  Sovereign  State, 
and  that  the  people  thereof  owe  no 
allegiance  or   obedience  to 

of  Great-Bntam: 

and  I  cio  renounce,  refufc,  and  ab- 
jure, any  allegiance  or  obedience 
to  him.  And  I  do  fwear,  or  af- 
firm [as  the  cafe  may  be]  that  I 
will,  to  the  utfnoft  of  my  power, 
fupport,  maintain  and  defend  the 
faid   State,    againft    the   iaid^ 

and  his  heirs  and 
fuccefibrs,  and  his  or  their  abettors, 
affiftant,  ami  adherents,  and  will 
ferve  the  faid  State  in  the  Office  of 


which  I  now  hold,  and 
in  any  ctficr  office  which  I  may  here-' 
after  huld,  by  the  appointment,  or 
under  the  authority,  of  the  faid  State, 
with  fidelity  and  lionour,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  bell  of  my  Ikill  and  under- 
llanding. 

;^6.  That  the  fol'owiirg  yearly  fa- 
laries  be  allowed  to  the  public  officers.  , 
under-mentioned  :  the  Prefident  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  five  thoufarid 
five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars 
and  one  half :  the  Chief  Juftice,  two 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  dollars:  the  Affillant  Judges, 
one  thouiand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-four  dollars  each  :  the  Attor- 
ney-general, one  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  dollars,  in  lieu 
of  all  charges  againft  the  public  for 
fees  on  criminal  profecutions  :  the 
three  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury, 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  dollars,  each, 

37.  That  all  perfons  and  religious 
focieties,  who  acknowledge,  that 
there  is  one  God,  and  a  future  flate 
of  rewards  and  punifhments,  and  thatr 
God  is  publicly  to  be  worlhipped,  fhall 
be  freely  tolerated.  The  ChrilHan 
religion  fhall  be  deemed,  and  is 
hereby  conitituted,  and  declared  to 
be,  the  ellablilhed  religion  of  this 
State.  That  all  denominations  of, 
ChrilUans  in  this  State,  demeaning 
themfelves  peaceably  and  faithfully, 
fhall  enjoy  equal  religious  privileges 
To  accomplish  this  defireable  pur- 
pofe,  without  injury  to  the  religious 
{jroperty  of  thofe  focieties  of  Chrif- 
tians  which  are  by  law  already  incor- 
porated, for  the  purpofes  of  religious 
worlhip  ;  and  to  put  it  fully  into  the 
power  of  every  other  fociety  of  Chrif- 
tians,  either  already  formed,  or  here- 
after to  be  formed,  to  obtain  the  like 
incorporation ;  It  is  hereby  coniti- 
tuted, appointed,  and  declared.  That 
thf  refpeclive  focieties  of  the  Church 
of  England,  That  are  already  formed 
in  this  State,  for  the  purpofes  of  reli- 
gious worlhip,  flull  lUlI  continue  in-. 

corporate. 
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corporate,  and  Kolii  the  religious  pro-  that  the  people  of  this  State  mny  for 
party  now  in  their  poilelfion  :  and  ever  enjoy  the  right  of  cledling  their 
that,  whenever  fifteen  or  mere  male  .  own  pallors  or  clergy;  and,  at  the 
perfons,  not  under  twenty-ono  years  fame  time,  tha:  the  State  may  have 
of  age,  profelling  the  L'hrilrian  reli-  fufficicnt  fccurity,  for  the  due  dif- 
gion,  and  agreemg  to  unite  them-     charge  of  the  paftcral  office,  by  thofe 


felves  in  a  fociety  for  the  purpofes  of 
religious  warihip,  they  /hall  (on  com- 
plying with  the  terms  herein  after 
mentioned)  be,  and  be  ccniHtuted, 
a  Church,  and  be  ellcemod  and  re- 
garded in  law  as  of  the  eUablifhed 
religion  of  the   State,  and  on  pcti- 


who  Ihall  be  admitted  to  be  a  ciergy- 
man  on  the  eilabli{hment,  no  perion 
fliall  officiate  as  miniftcr  of  any  e'lab- 
liflied  church,  who  fhall  not  have  been 
chofen  bv  a  majorit}'  of  the  fociety  to 
which  he  fnall  minifter,  or  by  perions 
appointed    by  the    faid  majoritv    to 


tion  to   the  LegiHature,  Ihall   be  in-     chcofe  and  procure  a  minifter  for  them. 


titled  to  be  incorporated,  and  to  en- 
joy equal  pri\i'eges  :  tliat  every  fo- 
ciety of  Chriftians.fo  formed,  ffiall 
giv«  themfelves  a  name  or  denomi- 
nation, by  which  they  lliall  be  called 
and  known  in  law  ;  and  all  that  aiTo- 


nor  until  the  minifter  fo  cho'fen  and  ap- 
pointed, fliall  have  made  and  fubfcrib- 
ed  to  the  following  declaration,  over 
and  above  the  aforefaid  five  articles, 
'^iz.  Tiiat  he  is  determined,  by  God's 
grace,  out  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,   to 


ciate  with  them  for  the  purpofes  of  inftruft  the  people  committed  to  his 

worfliip,  £haU  be  efteemed  as  belong-  charge,  and  to  teach  nothing  (as  re- 

ing  to  the  fociety  fo  called  ;  but  that,  quired  of  neceffity  to  eternal  falvation) 

previous  to  the  eftablifliment  and  in-  but  that  which  he  fhall  be  perfuaded 

corporation  of  the  refpedive  focieties  may  be  concluded   and  proved  from 

of  every  denomination  as   aforefaid  ;  the  Scripture  ;  that  he  will   ufe  both 


and  in  order  to  intitle  them  thereto, 
CKch  fociety  fo  petitioning,  lliall 
have  agreed  to,  and  fubfcribed,  in  a 
book,  the  following  five  articles, 
without  whi:h,  no  agreem.ent  or 
union  of  men,  upon  pretence  of  reli- 
gion, fhall  intitle  them  to  be  incorpo- 
porated,  and  efteemed  as  a  church  of 
the  eftablifhed  religion  of  this  State. 
Firft,  That  there  is  one  eternal  God, 
and  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  pu- 
nifirments.  Second,  That  God  is  to 
he  publicly  worftiipped.  Third,  The 
Chriftian  religion  is  the  true  religion. 
Fourth,  That  the  Hcly  Scriptures  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  are  di- 
viEely  infpired,  and  are  the  rule  of 
faith  and  praftice.  Fifth,  That  it  is 
lawful,  and  the  duty  of  every  man 


public   and  private  admonitions,    as 
well  to  the  fick  as  to  the  whole,  within 
his  cure,  as  need  fhall  require    and 
occafion  fhall  be  given ;  and  that  he 
will  be   diligent  in  prayers,    and  in 
reading  of  the   Holy  Scriptures,  and 
in  fuch  ftudies  as  help  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  fame ;  that  he  will   be 
diligent  to  frame  and  falhion  his  own 
felf,     and   his    family,  according    to 
the  doflrine  of  Chrift,  and  to  make 
both  himfelf  and  them,  as  much  as 
in    him  lieth,    wholefome    examples 
and  patterns    to  the  flock  of  Chrift  ; 
that  he   will  maintain    and  fet  ffer^ 
wards,  as  much  as  he  ca^,  quietnefs, 
peace,  and  love,  among  all  Chriftian 
people  ;  and  efpecially  among  thofe 
that  are  or  fhall  be  committed  to  his 


being  thereunto  called  by  thofc  that  charge.     No  perfon  fnall  difturb  or 

govern,    to   bear    vvitnefs    to   truth,  molcit   any   religious   aflembly,    nor 

That  every  inhabitant  of  this  State,  fhall  ufe  any  reproachful,  reviling  or 

when  called  to  make  an  appeal    to  abufive  language,  againft  any  church; 

God,    as    a  witnefs   to    truth,    lliail  that  being  the  certain  way  of  difturb- 

be  permitted  to  do  it    in  that  way  ing  the  peace,  and  of  hindering  the 

which  is   moft  agreeable  to  the  die-  converfum  of  any  to  the  truth  by  eit- 

tates  of  his  own  confcience.     And,  gaging  them  _^in  quarrels  and  animo- 

i>  b  b  2  '  fities. 
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fities,  to  the  hatred  of  the  profeflbrs, 
and  that  profeffion  which  otherwife 
tliey  might  be  brought  to  alTent  to. 
Any  perfon  confenting  to  affjciate 
with,  and  fubfcribing  to,  the  writing 
or  inftrument  by  wh.ch  any  denomi- 
nation of  Chriftians  Ihall  form  them- 
felves  into  a  fociety,  before  any  five 
members,  Ihall  thereby  be  made  a 
member  therjof.  Any  perfon  ftrik- 
ing  out  his  name  from  fuch  writing  or 
inibument  a-  aforefaid,  or  having;  his 
iume  ftruck  out,  by  any  perfon  thereto 
authorized  by  ilie  foeiety  to  which  he 
belongs,  ihall  ceafe  to  be  a  member. 
No  perfon  whatfuever  fhall  fpeak  any 
thing,  in  their  religious  ailembly, 
irreverently,  or  fediticufly  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  State.  No  pe.fon 
Ihall,  by  law,  be  obliged  to  pay  to- 
wards the  maintenance  and  fupport 
cf  a  religious  worfliip  that  he  does 
not  freely  join  in,  or  has  not  volun- 
tarily engaged  to  fupport :  but,  the 
churches,  chapels,  parlonages,  glebes, 
and  allother  property,  now  belonging 
to  any  focieties  of  the  Church  of  Ent^- 
land,  or  any  other  religious  focieties, 
ihall  remain,  and  be  fecured,  to  them 
for  ever.  No  perfon  fliall  be  capable 
of  any  place  of  honour,  trull  or  pro- 
iit,  under  the  authority  of  this  State, 
who  is  not  a  member  of  fome  church 
of  the  eftablilhed  religion  thereof. 
Marriages  fnall  be  foemnized,  after 
publication  three  feveral  Sundays 
preceding  fuch  marriage,  in  fome 
,  public  place  of  worfhip,  in  the  pariih 
or  di-lrift  v.'here  the  woman  relides, 
or  by  licence,  wldch  fhall  be  direfted 
to  a  ly  Miniiler  cf  the  Go-pel,  without 
fpecifying  the  denomination,  or  pre- 
f  ribing  the  mode  of  folemnization. 
The  poor  Ihall  be  fupported,  and 
elciilions  managed  in  the  accuflomed 
manner,  until  lavv's  Ihall  be  provided, 
to  adj..  11  tliOi'e  matters  in  the  molt 
equitable  w.iy. 

38.  1  hat  no  Clergyman,  Preacher, 
or  IViinliler  of  the  GofneJ,  Ihall  be 
mtitled  to  any  greater  exemption 
from  punilliments  indicted  by  law. 


by  reafon  of  any  benefit  of  clergy, 
than  if  fuch  Clergyman,  Preacher, 
or  Miniller,  was  a  layman  ;  but  that 
every  fuch  Clergyman,  Preacher,  or 
Minifter,  being  found  guilty  of  any 
offence  which  is  clergyable  or  not 
clergyable  by  the  law,  Ihall  fuller  as 
a  layman. 

39.  That  no  part  of  this  Confti- 
tution  fliall  be  altered  without  a  no- 
tice of  ninety  days  being  previoufly 
given  :  nor  Ihall  any  part  of  the  fame 
be  changed,  without  the  confent  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Ge- 
neral Afiembly  and  Legillative  Coun- 
cil. 

40.  That  the  General  AfTembly 
and  Legillative  Council  fliallnot  pro- 
ceed to  the  ele£lion  of  a  Prefident  cr 
Vice-prcfident,  until  there  be  a  ma- 
jority of  both  Houfes  prefent. 

The  following  Paper  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  written  by  a  celebrated 
Amerjcan  Philosopher,  at 
Paris  J  for  the  purpofe  of  borrow- 
ing money  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
-  States  of  America  ;  and  it  has  had 
a  wonderful  effeft;  large  funis 
having  been  lent,  in  confequence 
of  the  found  and  irrefutable  facls 
and  arguments  contained  in  it. 
It  has  been  tranflated  into  the 
French  and  Dutch  languages,  and 
printed  ;  and  it  is  now  circuL^.ting 
in  Holland,  Flanders,  &c. 
In  borrowing  money  a  man's  cre- 
dit depends  on  fome  or  all  of  the  fol- 
lowing particulars : 

Firit,  His  known  conduiSl  refpetSl- 
ing  former  loans,  and  his  punftuality 
indifcharging  them. 
Secondly,  His  induftry. 
Thirdly,  His  frugality. 
Fourthly,  The  amount  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  income,  and  the  freedom 
of  his  eflate  from  the  incumbrances  of 
prior  debts. 

Fifthly,  His  well  founded  profpeds 
of  greater  future  ability,  by  the  im- 
provement of  his  eftate  ia  value,  and 
by  aids  from  others. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly,  His  known  prudence  in 
managing  his  general  affairs,  and  the 
advantage  they  .will  probably  receive 
from  the  loan  which  he  defires. 

Seventhly,  His  known  probity  and 
honell  cliarafter,  manifefted  by  his 
voluntary  difcharge  of  his  debts, 
which  he  could  not  have  been  legally 

compelled    to  pay. The   circum- 

ftanccs  which  give  credit  to  an  indi- 
vidual, ought  to,  and  will  have  their 
weight  upon  the  lenders  of  money, 
to  public  bodies  or  nations.  If  then 
we  conlider  and  compare'  Britain  and 
America,  in  thefe  feveral  particulars, 
upon  queflion,  "  To  ^ivhich  is  the 
J'l'fcj}  to  lend  mntiey  r'"  We  Ihail  find, 

1 .  Refpefting  for77ier  loans,  that 
America,  which  borrov.ing  ten  mil- 
lions during  the  lafi:  war  for  the  main- 
tainance  of  her  army  of  25,000  men, 
and  other  charges,  had  faithfully  dif- 
rharged  and  paid  that  debt,  and  all 
her  other  debts  in  1772.  Whereas 
Britain,  during  thofe  ten  years  of 
peace  and  profitable  commerce,  had 
made  little  or  no  reduftion  of  her 
debt,  but  on  the  contrary,  from  time 
to  time,  diminiihed  the  hopes  of  her 
creditors  by  a  wanton  diverfion  and 
mifapplication  of  the  finking  fund  de- 
fined for  dicharging  it. 

2.  ReTpefting  indujlry.  Every  man 
is  employed  ;  the  greater  part  in  cul- 
tivating their  own  lands  ;  the  reft  in 
handicrafts,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce. An  idle  man  is  a  rarity ; 
idlenefs  and  inutility  are  difgraceful. 
In  England,  the  number  of  that  cha- 
radler  is  immenfe  ;  fafhion  has  fpread 
it  far  and  wide  ;  hence  the  embarraf- 
ments  of  private  fortunes,  and  the 
daily  bankruptcies  arifing  from  an 
univerfal  fondnels  for  appearance  and 
cxpenfive  pleafures ;  and  hence,  in 
fome  degree,  the  mifmanagements  of 
public  bufinefs;  for  habits  of  buunefs 
and  ability  in  it  are  acquired  only  by 
praitice,  and  where  univerfal  diflipa- 
tion,  and  the  perpetual  purfuit  of 
amufement  are  the  mode,  the  youth, 
educated  in  it,  can  rarely  afterwards 


acquire  that  patient  attention  and 
dole  application  to  affairs,  which  arc 
fo  necffiary  to  a  Statefman  charged 
with  the  care  of  national  welfiire. 
Hence  the  frequent  errors  in  policy  ; 
and  hence  the  wearinefs  at  public 
councils,  and  backwardnefs  in  going 
to  them  ;  the  conllant  unwillingneis 
to  engage  in  any  meafure  that  requires 
thought  and  confideration,  and  the 
readinefs  for  poftponing  every  new 
propofition,  which  pollponing  is 
therefore  the  only  partof  bufinels  that 
they  come  to  be  expert  in,  an  expert- 
nefs  pi-oduced  neceffarily  by  fo  much 
daily  pradlice.  Whereas  in  America, 
men  bred  to  clofe  employmentb  in 
their  private  affairs,  attend  with  cafe 
to  thofe  of  the  public,  v/hen  engaged 
in  them,  and  nothing  fails  through 
negligence. 

3.  RefpeftingyVa^flZ/V)' ;  the  man- 
ner of  living  in  America  is  more  fimple 
and  lefs  expenfive  than  that  in  Eng- 
land ;  plain  tables,  plain  cloathing, 
and  plain  furniture  in  houfes  prevail, 
with  few  carriages  of  pleafure  ;  there, 
an  expenfive  appearance  hurts  credit, 
and  is  avoided :  in  England  it  is  often 
aj[fu77icd  to  gain  credit,  and  coTitinued 
to  ruin.  Refpefling  public  affairs, 
the  difference  is  flill  greater.  In 
England,  the  falaries  of  ofhcers,  and 
emoluments  otVofhce,  are  enormous. 
The  King  has  a  million  ilerling  per 
annum,  and  yet  cannot  maintain  his 
family  free  of  debt.  Secretaries  of 
State,  Lords  of  Treafury,  Admiralty, 
&c.  have  vafl  appointments.  An 
Auditor  of  the  Exchequer  has  fixpence 
in  the  pound,  or  a  fortieth  part  of  ait 
the  public  money  expended  by  the 
nation ;  fo  that,  when  a  war  coils 
forty  millions,  one  million  is  paid  to 
him.  An  Infpedor  of  the  Mint,  iii 
the  laft  new  coinage,  received  as  his 
fee  65,0001.  Ilerling  per  annum;  ta 
all  which  rewards,  no  fervice  thefe 
Gentlemen  can  render  the  public  is 
by  any  means  equivalent.  All  tliis 
is  paid  by  the  people,  who  are  op- 
prefTed  by  taxes  fo  occafioned,  and 

thereby 
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thereby  rendered  lefs  able  to  contri- 
bute to  the  payment  of  neceflary,  na- 
tional debts.  In  America,  falaries, 
where  indifpcniible,  are  e.xtreniLily 
'low,  but  much  of  the  public  bufmels 
•  is  done  gratis.  The  honour  of  fci'v- 
ing  the  public  ably  and  faithfuliy,  is 
deemed  iufficicnt.  Public  fpirit really 
exifls  th?re,  and  has  great  e/fecls.  In 
England,  it  is  '.aiverrally  deemed  a 
"rion-entity,  and  whoever  "pretends  to 
"it,  is  laughed  at  as  a  fool,  or  fufnccled 
as  a  knave.  The  Committees  of 
Congrefs,  which  form  the  Board  of 
War,  the  Hoard  of  Treafury,  die 
Board  of  Foreign  Affairs,  th^*  Naval 
Eoard,  thit  for  Accounts,  &;c.  ail 
attend  tlie  bufmefs  of  their  refpeftive 
fuuiiiions,  without  ony  falar/  or  emo- 
lument whatever,  though  they  fpcnd 
in  it  much  more  of  their  time  than 
any  Lord  of  I'reafury  or  Adndralty  in 
E  i.g!aud  cm  fpare  fro;-;i  his  amufe- 
ments.  A  Britifh  IViiniller  lately 
computed,  that  the  whole  ex'pence  of 
the  Americans,  in  their  civil  go\  em- 
inent, over  three  millions  of  people, 
amounted  to  but  70, cool,  fteriing, 
and  drew  from  thence  a  conclufion, 
that  they  ought  to  be  taxed,  until 
their  expence  was  equal  in  proportion 
to  that  which  it  coits  Britain  to  govern 
eight  millions.  He  had  no  idea  of  a 
contrary  conclufion,  that  if  three  mil- 
lions may  be  well  governed  for 
70,0001.  eight  millions  may  be  as 
well  governed  for  three  times  thjit 
fum,  and  that  therefore  tlie  expence 
of  his  own  government  fhould  be  di- 
minifhed.  In  that  corrupted  nation, 
no  man  is  afnamed  of  being  concerned 
in  lucrative  Government  jobbs,  in 
which  the  public  money  is  egr^-gioully 
milapplied  and  fcjUandered,  the  Trca- 
fury  pillaged,  and  more  numerous 
and  iieavy  taxes  accumulate;!,  to  the 
great  opprefficn  of  the  people.  But 
the  profpe^t  of  a  greater  numb  r  oi' 
iu.  h  jobbs  by  a  war,  is  an  inducement 
with  many  to  cry  out  for  wnr  upon 
all  occafi'  lis,  and  to  oppofe  every 
propoiition  of  peuce.    Kencc  the  coa- 
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flant  increafc  of  the  national  debt, 
and  the  abfolute  improbability  of  its 
ever  being  difcharged. 

4.  Relpjfbing  the  amount  and  cer- 
tainty of  income,  and  folidity  of  fecu- 
rity,  the  whole  Thirteen  States  of 
A.ncrica  ?u"e  engaged  for  the  payment 
of  every  debt  concrafled  by  the  Con- 
grcf?,  and  the^debt  to  be  contrafted 
by  the  prefent  war,  is  the  only  debt 
they  will  have  to  pay;  all,  or  nearly 
a'lthc  former  debts  of  particular  co- 
lonies being  already  difcharged. 
Whereas  England  will  have  to  pay, 
not  oniy  the  enormous  debt  this  war 
muft  occafion,  but  all  their  vail  pre- 
ceding- debt,  or  the  intereft  of  it; 
and  while  America  is  ennchmg  itfelf 
by  prizes  made  upon  the  Britiih  cora- 
Mierce,  more  than  it  ever  did  by  any 
commerce  of  its  own  under  the  re- 
ftraints  of  a  Britifh  monop'y,  Britain 
is  growing  poorer  by  the  lofs  of  that 
monoply,  and  the  diminution  of  its 
revenues,  and  of  courfe  lefs  able  to 
difcharge  the  prefent  indifcrcet  in- 
Creafe  of  its  expences. 

5.  RefpeCling  ^roJpeHs  of  greater 
future  ability,  Britain  has  none  fuch. 
Her  iilands  are  circumfcribed  by  the 
ocean  ;  and  excepting  a  few  parks 
or  forcils,  fhe  has  no  new  land  to 
cultivate,  and  cannot  therefore  extend 
her  improvements.  Her  numbers  too,, 
inllead  of  increafmg  from  increafed 
fubfiilence,  are  continually  diminifli- 
JTig  from  growing  luxury,  and  the 
iucrcahng  difficulties  of  maintaining 
families,  which  of  courfe  difcourages 
early  marriages.  Thus  fhe  wi!)  have 
fewer  people  to  afliil  in  paying  her 
debts,  and  that  diminifhed  number 
will  be  poorer.  America,  on  the 
contrary,  has  befiues  her  lands  al- 
ready cultivated,  a  vail  territory  yet 
to  be  cultivated,  continually  increafc 
in  \a'ue  with  the  incrcafe  of  people  ; 
ana  the  people,  who  double  them- 
fe.ves  by  a  natural  propagation  every 
twenty-five  years,  will  double  yet 
faller  by  the  accelfion  of  firangers,  as 
long  as  lands  are  to  be  had  for  new 

families ; 
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families ;  fo  that  every  twenty  years, 
there  will  be  a  double  number  of  in- 
habitants obliged  to  dilcharge  the 
public  debts ;  and  thofe  inhabitants 
being  more  opulent,  may  pay  their 
fliares  with  greater  eafe. 

6.  Refpediing  prudince  in  general 
aftairs,  and  the  advantages  to  be  ex- 
peded  from  the  loan  defired.  The 
Americans  are  cultivators  of  land, 
thofe  engaged  in  filhery  and  com- 
merce are  few,  compared  with  the 
others.  They  have  ever  conduced 
th.eir  feveral  governments  witli  wif- 
dom,  av-oiding  wars,  and  vain  ex- 
penfive  projects,  delighting  only  in 
their  peaceable  occupations,  which 
mull,  confidering  the  extent  of  tlieir 
uncultivated  territory,  find  them  em- 
ployment lUU  for  ages.  Whereas 
England,  even  unquiet,  ambitious, 
avaricious,  imprudent,  and  quarrel- 
fome,  is  half  of  the  time  engaged  in 
war,  always  at  an  expence  infinitely 
greater  than  the  advantage  to  be  ob- 
tained by  it,  if  fuccefsful.  Thus 
they  made  war  againft  Spain  in  1739, 
for  a  claim  of  about  95,000!.  (fcarce 
a  groat  for  each  individual  of  the  na- 
tion) and  fpent  forty  millions  lleriing 
in  the  war,  and  the  lives  of  fifty 
thoufand  men ;  and  finally  made 
peace  without  obtaining  fatisfaclion 
for  the  fum  claimed.  Indeed,  there 
is  fcarce  a  nation  in  Europe,  agalnll 
which  flie  has  not  made  war  on  fome 
frivolous  pretext  or  other,  and  there- 
by imprudently  accumulated  a  debt 
that  has  brought  lier  on  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy.  But  the  moll  indifcrect 
of  all  her  wars  is  the  prefent  againll; 
America ;  with  wliich  Ihe  might,  for 
ages,  have  preferved  her  profitable 
connedlion,  only  by  a  juil  and  equit- 
able conduiSl.  She  is  now  afting  like 
a  mad  lliop-keeper,  who,  by  beating 
thofe  that  pafs  his  doors,  attempts 
to  make  them  come  in,  and  be  his 
cullomers.  America  cannot  fubmit 
to  fuch  treatment,  without  being-  firil 
ruined  ;  and  being  ruined,  her  cuf- 
tomwill  be  worth  nothing.  England, 


to  eKe^i  this,  is  increaling  her  dehc^ 
and  irretrievably  ruining-  herfdf, 
America,  on  the  other  hand,  aims 
only  to  ellabliih  her  Liberty,  and  that 
freedom  of  commerce  which  will  be 
advantageous  to  all  Europe  ;  and  by 
abolilhing  that  monopoly  which  Ihe. 
laboured  under,  flie  will  profit  in- 
finitely more  than  enough,  to  repay  ■ 
any  debt  which  Ihe  may  contrat^  to 
accomplidi  it. 

7.  Refpefting  charafler  in  the  ho- 
neji  pay ;)iint  of  debts.  The  punftua- 
lity  with  which  A'.r,ericahai  difcharg- 
ed  her  public  debts,  was  Ihewn  under 
the  firil  head  ;  and  the  general  good 
dilpofition  of  the  people  to  fmh  punc- 
tuality, has  been  mauifelied  in  their 
faithful  payment  of  private  debts  to 
England,  fince  the  commencement 
of  this  war.  There  were  not  wanting 
fome  politicians,  who  propofed  ftop- 
Y-^^'g  that  payment,  until  peace  iliould 
be  rcilored,  alledging  that  in  the 
uiiial  courie  of  commerce,  and  of  the 
credit  given,  there  was  always  a  debt 
exilHng  equal  to  the  trade  of  18 
months.  That  the  trade  amounting 
to  five  millions  ftcriing  per  annum, 
the  debt  mull:  be  ittv^w  millions  and 
an  half;  that  this  fum  paid  to  the 
Britiih  merchants,  would  operate  to 
prevent  that  dillrefs,  intended  to  be 
brought  upon  Britain,  by  our  Hop- 
page  of  commerce  with  her.  For  the 
merchants  receiving  this  money,  and 
no  orders  with  it  for  farther  I'upplies, 
would  either  lay  It  out  in  the  public 
funds,  or  in  employing  manufafturcrs 
to  accumulate  goods,  for  a  future 
hungry  market  in  America,  upon  an 
expediled  accommodation;  by  wliich 
means  the  funds  would  be  kept  up, 
and  the  manufacturers  prevented  froni, 
murmuring.  But  againil  this  it  was 
alledged,  thatlnjuries  from  I^Iiniflers 
Ihould  not  be  revenged  on  merchants ; 
that  the  credit  was  in  confequenc*.  of 
private  contruds,  made  in  confidence 
of  good  faith  ;  that  r}c£k  o\;ght  to  be 
held  facred,  and  faitiifully  complie^^ 
with;  for  that  whatever  public  utility 

mieht: 


(    3H    ) 


might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a 
breach  of  private  faith,  it  was  unjuft, 
and  would  in  the  end  be  found  un- 
wife ;  honefly,  being  in  truth,  the 
beft  policy.  On  this  principle,  the 
propofition  was  univerfally  rejefted ; 
and,  though  the  Englifh  profecuted 
the  war,  with  unexampled  barbarity, 
burning  our  defencelefs  towns  in  the 
midft  of  winter,  and  arming  favages 
againft  us,  the  debt  was  pundually 
paid ;  and  the  merchants  of  London 
have  teililied  to  the  Parliament,  and 
will  teftify  to  all  the  world,  that  from 
their  experience  in  dealing  with  us, 
they  had,  before  the  war,  no  appre- 
henfion  of  our  unfairnefs,  and  that 
fmce  the  war,  they  have  been  con- 
vinced, that  their  good  opinion  of  us 
was  well  founded.  England,  on  the 
contrary,  an  old,  corrupt,  extrava- 
gant, and  profligate  nation,  fees  her- 
ielf  deep  in  debt,  which  fhe  is  in  no 
condition  to  pay  ;  and  yet  is  madly, 
and  difhoneftly,  running  deeper,  with- 
out any  pofiibility  of  difcharging  her 
debt,  but  by  a  public  bankruptcy. 

It  appears,  therefore,  from  the  ge- 
neral induilry,  frugality,  ability,  pru- 
dence, and  virtue  of  America,  that 
ihe  is  a  much  fafer  debtor  than  Bri- 
tain ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  fatisfac- 
tion  generous  minds  muft  have  in  re- 
flefting,  that  by  loans  to  America, 
they  are  oppoling  tyranny,  and  aiding 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  which  is  the  cauie 
of  all  mankind. 


^ie  follo'VJtng  is  a  tranjlation  nf  an 
Address  circulating  aiaojig  the 
HOLDERS  of  British  Stock  in 
Holland,  %'iz. 

*'  To  you,  the  people  of  Holland, 
and  of  the  other  United  Provinces,  I 
adurefa  myfelf.  You  are  all  my  coun- 
trymen, and  many  of  you  are  my 
friends.  You  have  lent  the  enormous 
fum  of  thirty  millions  fterling  to' 
Great-Britain ;  and  the  nation  that 
owes  you  this,  owes  near  four  times 
.as  much  toothers,  and  is  now  en  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin.     Six 


months  ago  you  appeared  fenfible  of 
the  infufficiency  of  her  fecurlty,  and 
you  wifely  determmed  not  only  to  de- 
fift  from  farther  loans  to  her,  but  to 
fell  out  your  feveral  intereils  in  the 
Britifh  funds,  as  fall  aspofllble,  with- 
out fmking  them  too  rapidly.  I  ap- 
proved this  determination,  and  was 
filent.  But  I  now  find  that  fome'  of 
you,  wanting  other  ways  to  employ 
your  money,  have  began  to  rilk  it 
again  on  Britlfli  national  fecurlty,  and 
for  the  fake  of  a  temporary  intereft, 
are  about  to  lofe  the  principal.  I  muft 
therefore  ferioufly  call  your  attention 
to  the  real  fituation  of  Great-Britain. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1762, 
the  Britifh  three  per  cent,  confoli- 
dated  anuuitles  were  worth  only  60 
percent,  (near  20  per  cent,  lefs  than 
their  prefent  extravagant  price)  and 
yet  Great-Britain  was  then  at  the  fum- 
mlt  of  her  glory  ;  her  commerce  and 
her  viftories  were  extended  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe ;  her  public  debt 
was  fmall  in  comparifon  to  its  prefent 
enormous  amount ;  and  fhe  had  nei- 
ther loft,  nor  was  likely  to  lofe,  any 
of  her  poffefrions  in  India  or  America, 
but  on  the  contrary,  flie  had  m.ade- 
important  conquefts  from  her  enemies, 
and  could  at  any  time  have  fee u red 
peace,  by  reftoring  but  a  part  of  thofe 
conquefts. 

*'  What  now  is  the  fituation  of 
Great-Britain  ?  What  increafe  of  na- 
tional profperity  does  fhe  enjoy  to  oc- 
cafion  the  prefent  advanced  price  of 
her  flocks  ?  By  a  continuance  in  the 
moll:  infatuated  condudl,  flie  has 
brought  upon  herfelf  calamities  in- 
finitely greater  than  what  any  former 
war  could  have  involved  her  in.  She 
has  irreca'vcrahlj  loji  almoft  the  v/hole 
ofhervaft  poifeifions  on  the  continent 
of  America.  More  than  three  millions 
of  people,  who  had  been  affedlion- 
ately  united  under  her  government, 
and  had  fought;  hand  in  hand  with 
her,  have  revolted,  and  are  fighting 
againft  her :  inftead  of  their  affedlion, 
Ihe  has  provoked  their  utmoft  hatred; 

and 
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and  inftcad   of  monopolizing    the'it  favourable  moment,  and  fell  cut,  as 

whole    commerce,     (that    commerce  fall  as  poffible,    the  interefts  which 

which  yielded  her  a  clear  profit  of  two  you  have  too  long  retained  in  her  pre-;i 

millions  per  arm.   and  which  carried  carious  funds  ?  If  ever  national  cala- 

her  triumphantly  through  the  lall  war)  mities  could  give  a  caufe  for  fmking 

■       -'--    ^—-""'1-  the  price  of  the  Britifh  flocks,  they 


fhe  no  longer  retains  the  fmallell 
fliare  of  it ;  nor  can  (he  even  protedl 
the  trade  of  her  ownilland.  Both 
the  arms  and  the  commerce  of  Ame- 
rica, which  were   the  principal  fup 


ought  now  to  be  at  the  loweft  Hate  of 
depreciation.  Her  misfortunes  are 
now  infinitely  greater  than  at  any 
former    period.       Thofe     annuities. 


ports  of  Britain,  are  now  employed  which  in  1762  were  worth  but  fixty 
iigainft  her.  For  three  years  (lie  has  per  cent,  cannot,  in  the  prefent  di- 
endtavoured  to  reduce  the  revolted  llreffed  fituation  of  Britifli  affairs,  be 
Colonies,  but  has  only  walled  her  worth  half  as  much.  It  is  time,  my 
own  blood  and  treafure,  and  confirm-  countrymen,  that  you  Ihould  open 
ed  their  hatred  and  their  indepen-  your  eyes,  and  ceafe  to  be  any  longer 
dency.  At  the  commencement  of  deluded  by  the  artful  fallhoods,  the 
each'  year,  we  have  been  told  that  infidious  mifreprefentations,  and  fruit- 
the  next  campaign  would  be  the  laft;  lefs  promifes,  which  the  adherents, 
and  yet  the  end  of  each  year  has  left  and  hireling  fcribblers  of  the  Britilh 
her  fituaticn  worfe  than  the  begin-  Government  have  propagated,  in  re- 
ning.  Still,  however,  (he  obftina'tely  gular  fuccelfion,  year  after  year.  Ex- 
purfues  the  fame  deftruftive  courfe.  perience  has  proved  the  dangerous 
Every  man  knows,  that  without  the  fallacy  of  thefe  their  pradices.  Great- 
dominion  and  trade  of  the  United  Britain  now  totters  towards  her  fall : 
Colonies,  Great-Britain  cannot  pay  the  only  folid  foundation  of  her 
either  the  interell  or  principal  of  her  wealth  and  power  is  taken  away,  and 
enormous  debt ;  and  every  nuife  man  (he  muft  neceflarily  fink  under  the 
knows,  that  (he  has  already  'hft  the  enormous  weight  of  her  public  debt. 
Colonies,  and  the  poj/ibility  nf  ever  Take   care   then,    my    countrymen. 


recoverrng  them.  Her  national  debt 
is  now  increafed  to  almoll  the  im- 
menfe  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
?mllions  fierliv.g,  and  yet  we  (hall  very 
foon  fee  her  coming  in  the  face  of  all 
Europe,  to  borrow  other  millions  for 
another  hopelefs  campaign  in  Ame- 
rica. Like  a  ruined  gamefter,  hav- 
ing loft  or  mortgaged  her  eftate  above 


that  you  are  not  involved  in  her  ruia , 
.1  am,  &c. 


PENSACOLA. 


\%th  November y 


Sir, 
The    Earl 
been  pleafed 
letter    of  the 
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of  Dartmouth  having 
to  fignify  to  me  in  a 
5th  of  July    laft,    his 


its  value,  (he  defperately  hazards  the  Majefty's  royal  wiflies  that  I  (hould 
money  of  every  one  who  will  lend  afford  every  poffible  protection  to  fuch 
her,  vainly  hoping  to  recover  fome  of  his  fubjefts  in  the  Colonies  in  re- 
part  of  her  former  lolTes.  But  will  bellion  as  fhall  be  too  weak  to  refift 
you,  my  countrymen,  famed  as  you  the  violence  of  the  times,  and  too 
are  for  cautious  prudence,  will  you  loyal  to  concur  in  the  meafures  of 
furnilh  the  ftake  which  is  to  continue  thofe  who  have  avowed  and  fupported 


this  defperate  game  ?  Will  you,  in 
this  fallen  ftate  of  Britain,  purchafe 
her  ftocks  at  20  per  cent,  more  than 
their  value,  when  (he  was  in  her  moft 
triumphant  and  profperous  condition  ? 


that  rebellion,  and  are  defirous  of 
feeking  an  afylum  in  this  Province  ; 
and  that  I  fhould  countenance  and 
proteft  all  fuch  as  may  be  induced 
under  the  circumftances  above  ftated 


Will  vou  not  rather  feize  the  prefent    to  retreat  hither,  and  give  them  grants 

Ccc     ■  of 
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©f  land,  by  way  of  b(^unty  and  en- 
couragement, exempt  fkun  quit-rent 
for   ten  years  ;  and  that  I  fliould  alfo 
give  every  pofllble  encouragement  in 
my  power  to  the  exportation  of  lum- 
ber from   hence  to  the   Weft-India 
Iflands;  I  therefore  thought  proper 
to  direft  a  Proclamation  to  ifTue,  no- 
tifying   and    declaring     this     royal 
bounty   and  encouragement,    but  I 
am  afraid,  from  the  circumftances  of 
the  times,  that  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to   have   it  fo  generally   dif- 
jjerfed  and  publiftied  as  I  could  wifh, 
we  having  no  printing-prefs  in   the 
Colony  ;  and  therefore  I  have  taken 
liberty  to  inclofe  a  copy  of  this  pro- 
clamation to  your  Excellency,  and  to 
Tcqueft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
direft  that  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
fame  may  be  printed  and  publifhed  in 
your  government. 

I  have  further  to  requeft,  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  afford 
every  afliftance  in  your  power  to  have 
thefe  his  Majefty's  moll  gracious  in- 
tentions carried  into  execution. 
I  am. 
With  great  regard  and  efteem. 
Sir, 
Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Peter  Chester. 
Uis  Excellency  William  Try  any  Efq. 

-    WEST-FLORIDA. 
By  hit  Excellency  Peter  Chester, 

Efq. 

Captain     General,     Governor    and 
Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over 
his  Majefty's  faid  Povinces  of  V7eft 
Florida,  and  the  territories  depend- 
ing thereon  in  America,  Chancel- 
lor,  Vice-admiral,    and  Ordinary 
of  the  fame,  &c. 
A    PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  his  Majefty  by  his  royal 
inftrudtions,  dated  at  St.  James's  the 
the  third  day  of  February,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred   and    feventy-four,    and   in  the 
■   fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  did  think 
iit,  .with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coun- 


cil, to  revoke  and  annul  al!  the  pov^''ers. 
and   authorities    which   before    that 
time  had  been  given  by  his  Majefty 
to  the  Governors  of  this  Province, 
for  the  laying  out  and  pafling  grants 
of  land  within  the  fame,  and  to  di- 
reft  and  appoint  certain  rules  aud  re- 
gulations  to    be  thenceforth   ftriftly 
and  punftually  obferved  for  the  fu- 
ture difpofal,  by  public  fale,  of  fuch 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
as  then  were  or  hereafter  fhould  be  in 
his   Majefty's   power  to    difpofe    of 
within  this  province,  in  the  mannep 
by  the  faid  inllrudlions  particularly 
mentioned  and  direfted.  And  v/here- 
as  his  Majefty  has  been   gracioully 
pleafed   to  fignify   his    royal  wilhes, 
that  the  Governor  of  this  province 
(hould  aftbrd  every  pofUble  protedlion 
to  fuch  of  his  fubjefts  in  the  colonies 
in  rebellion,  as  Ihall  be  too  weak  to 
refift  the  violences  of  the  times,  and 
too  loyal  to  concur  in  the  raeafures  of 
thofe  who  have  avowed  and  fupported 
that   rebellion,    and  aie  defirous   of 
fceking  aji  afylum  in  Weft-Florida  ; 
and  to  that  end  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  direft  that  the  execution  of 
the  inftruftions  of  the  third  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-four herein  before  mentioned, 
fhould  be  fufpcnded  for  the  prefent 
within  this  colony.     And  whereas  his 
Majefty  has  alfo  been  pleafed  to  fig- 
nify  his  further  pleafure  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  this  province,  to  give  every 
pofTible  encouragement  to  the  expor- 
tation of  lumber  from  this  colony  to 
his  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  it  is 
therefore   hereby   notified  to  all  his 
Majefty's  good  and  faithful  fubjefts, 
who  may  be  induced  under  the  cir- 
cumftances above  ftated,  to  feek  a  re- 
tireat  in  this  province,  that  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  faid  province,  will  afford 
them   every  pofJible   protection   and 
countenance  in  his  power ;  and  that 
they  liuon  their  arrival  in  this  pro- 
vince, ar.d  applying  to  the  Governor 
thereof  in  Council,    for    grants   of 

land. 
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Hand,  fhall  obtain  the  fame,  exempt 
from  quit-rents  for  ten  years,  under 
the  following  regulations ;  to  wit. 
That  one  hundred  acres  of  land  will 
be  granted  to  every  fuch  perfon  being 
•mafter  or  miftrefs  of  a  family,  for 
himfeJf  and  herfelf;  and  fifty  acres 
for  ev^ry  white  or  black  man,  woor  an, 
or  child,  of  which  fuch  peffon's  fa- 
mily Ihall  confift  at  the  aftnal  time  of 
making  the  grant,  Aad  in  cafe  any 
fuch  perfon,  well  aftedled  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  applying  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nor in  Council  for  grants  of  land, 
Ihill  be  defirous  of  taking  up  a  larger 
quantity  than  the  aftual  number  of 
perfons  in  his  or  her  family  would 
intitle  fuch  perfon  to  take  up,  that 
the  faid  Governor  in  Council,  will 
grant  to  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
inch  fiirther  quantity  of  land  as  they 
may  defire,  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
fand  acres  over  a&d  above  what  they 
.are  intitled  to  by  the  number  of  per- 
fons in  their  refpeftive  families.  Pro- 
vided, it  fhall  appear  to  the  faid  Go- 
vernor, that  they  are  in  a  condition 
ind  intention  to  cultivate  the  fame. 
And  provided  alfo,  that  they,  at  the 
time  of  fuch  application,  do  give 
good  evidence  to  the  Govemer  of  the 
iaid  province,  of  their  real  attach- 
ment to  the  conlHtution,  and  of  their 
non-concurrence  in  the  rebellious  pro- 
ceedings in  the  other  colonies.  And 
it  is  hereby  further  notified,  that  the 
Governor  of  this  province  will  af^brvl 
every  pofGble  encouragement  to  ail 
his  Majefly's  good  fubjefts,  who  may 
think  proper  to  be  concerned  in  the 
exportation  of  lumber,  and  all  other 
produce  from  this  province  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  that  he  will  gra.nt 
his  licence  to  any  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons to  cut  wood  and  convert  it  into 
lumber,  upon  any  part  of  his  Ma.- 
jefty's  lands  within  this  province. 
Provided  always,  that  proper  lecurity 
be  given  upon  the  exportation  of  any 
lumber,  that  the  fame  fhall  be  landed 
in  fome  of  the  Weft-India  Iflands  be- 
longing to  the  King. 


Given  under  my  hand,  and  the 
Great  Seal  of  his  Majefty's  faid  pro- 
vince, in  the  Council  Chamber  at 
Penfacola,  the  eleventh  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  feventy-five, 
and  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's reign. 

Peter  Chester. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 

Alex.  Macullough,  D.  Sec. 

GOD    SAVE   THE   KING- 


Whitehali,  No-vember  i,    1 777. 

The  following  letter  from  General 
Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germain  was  received  the  28  th  of 
lall  month,  by  the  Swallow  Packet 
from  Maryland. 
Camf  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  Augujf  30, 

'777- 
My  Lord, 

The  duplicates  of  your  Lordfhip*s 
difpatches,  No.  10,  ii,  and  12,  with 
an  original.  No,  13,  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  receive  on  tire  16th  inftant, 
by  the  Eagle  Packet. 

My  laft  difpatches  advifed  your 
Lordihip  of  the  embarkation  of  the 
army  at  Staten  Ifland,  from  whence 
the  fleet  failed  on  the  23d  of  July, 
and  arrived  off  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware or  the  30th  following ;  when, 
from  information,  I  judged  it  mofl 
advifcable  to  proceed  to  Chefapeak 
Bay  :  but  meeting  with  ccniiant  un- 
favourable winds,  >ve  did  rot  enter 
the  Bay  until  the  i6tii  inftant;  from 
which  tiii.e  the  winds  proving  fair, 
the  lleet  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Elk  River  on  t  le  2  2d,  through  a  very 
ditiicnk  navijr-ation  ;  nnd  the  army 
landed  on  the  5tH  at  KIk  ferrx',  the 
enemy's  army  Lcng  o.en  in  tlie  m  ijjh- 
bourhooi  of  PjuJa.e  piiia. 

On  the  ■^i^th  a  c^rps  of  the  army 
marched  from  ihc  A'ry  to  this  pi  ice, 
by  tiie  weft  fide  or  the  nver,  leaving 
Licuienant-ge.  cjaj  Kfiy^haufen  \vii,h 
three  brigades  in  thi^t  camp,  and  one 
brigade  on  cue  conimunica.lon. 

The  corps  comm(illd.ed  by  Gc-nerai 

C  C  c  3  K.iiyphi:u:c?i 
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Knyphaufen  will  crofs  the  ferry  to 
Cecil  Court-houfe  to-morrow,  and  is 
to  form  a  junftion  with  this  on  the  3d 
next  enfuing,  about  eight  miles  on 
this  fide  of  Chriftian-brldge. 

The  enemy's  army  is  at  this  time 
jencamped  behind  Brandy's-wine 
Creek,  with  an  advanced  corps  on 
.White-clay  Creek :  their  force  con- 
fifts  of  about  fifteen  thoufand  men, 
including  militia ;  neverthelefs,  I  am 
of  opi  :ion,  it  will  be  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  bring  them  to  a  general  adlion, 
even  though  it  fhould  be  in  the  de- 
fence of  Philadelphia. 

The  inclofcd  Declaration  I  have 
publilhed,  to  endeavour  to  quiet  the 
jninds  of  the  people  at  large  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  the  counties  to  which 
it  \\\s  relation,  led  allray  by  the 
leaders  in  rebellion. 

£y  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Hpive, 

K.  B.  General  and  Co77imander  in 

Chief,   &c.  i5c.  &c. 

DECLARATION. 

Sir  William  Howe,  regretting  the 
calamities  to  which  many  of  his  Ma- 
iefty's  faithful  fubjedls  are  ftill  ex- 
pofed  by  the  continuance  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  no  lefs  def.rous  of  pro- 
.tefling  the  innocent,  than  determined 
to  purfue  with  the  rigours  of  war  all 
thofe  whom  his  Majelly's  forces,  in 
the  courfe  of  their  progrefs,  may  find 
in  arms  againft  the  King,  doth  here- 
by afiure  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of 
the  prcvince  of  Pennfylvania,  the 
Jower  counties  on  Delaware,  and  the 
counties  of  Maryland  on  the  eaftern 
ihore  of  Chefapeak  Bay.  That  in 
order  to  remove  any  groundlefs  ap- 
prehenfions  which  may  have  been 
raifed  of  their  fuffering  by  depreda- 
tions of  the  army  under  his  command, 
he  hath  ifi'ued  the  ftrideft  orders  to 
the  troops  for  the  preCervation  of  re- 
,  gularity  and  good  difclpline,  and  has 
fignified,  that  the,  moll  exemplary 
puaiihment  Ihall  be  inflided  upon 
thofe  who  fh all  dare  to  plunder  the 
property,  of  moipft  tlie  perlons,   of 


any   of  his   Majelly's  well   difpofed 
fubje(5ls. 

Security  and  proteftlon  are  like- 
wife  extended  to  all  perfons  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  and  counties 
aforefaid,  who,  not  guilty  of  having 
alTumed  legiilative  or  judicial  autho- 
rity, may  have  afted  illegally  in  fu- 
bordinate  Hatlons,  and,  confcious  qf 
their  mifconduft,  been  induced  to 
leave  their  dwellings ;  provided  fuch 
perfons  do  forthwith  return,  and  re- 
main peaceably  at  their  ufual  places 
of  abode. 

Confidering  moreover,  that  many 
officers  and  private  men,  nowaftually 
in  arms  againil  his  Majefty,  may  be 
willing  to  rclinquilh  the  part  they 
have  taken  in  this  rebellion,  and  re- 
turn to  tlieir  due  allegiance.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  doth  therefore  promffe  .t, 
free  and  general  pardon  to  all  fuch 
officers  and  private  men,  as  Ihall  vo- 
lyntarily  come  and  furrender  them- 
felvcs  to  any  detachment  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  before  the  day  on  which 
it' Ihall  be  notified  thatthe  faid  indul- 
gence is  to  be  difcontinued. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head 
Quarters  of  the  army,  the  27th  day 
of  AuguH,  1777. 

W.  Howe. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 
Robert  Mackenzie,  Sec. 

Admiralty-Office,  No'vember  I,  1777. 

The  following  is  an  extradl  of  a 
letter  from  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majelly's 
Ihips  and  vellels  in  North-America, 
to  Mr.  Stephens,  received  the  28th 
of  lall  month,  by  the  Swallow  Packet, 
from  Maryland : 

Eagle,  Elk  Ri-ver,  Jugujt  28,    1 7 77. 
Sir, 

I  informed  you  in  my  lall  letter,  of 
the  9th  of  July,  that  the  part  of  the 
army  intended  by  the  General  for  a 
particular  fervice  was  embarked. 

I  put  to  feafrom  Sandy-Hook  with 
the  fleet,  confifting  in  the  whole  of 
367  fail,  the  zjd  of  the  fame  month, 

being 


(  z^  ) 


Ibeing  the    earlieft   opportunity   the  lowed  iu  fuccefTion  by  the  tranfports 
weather  would  admit;    but    having  of  the  fecond  and  third  divifions. 
frequent  calms,  and   conllant  foiith-         No  preparation  being  made  to  op- 
well  and  foutherly  winds  in  the  mean  pofe  the  defcent,  the  tranfports  of  the 
time,  the  progrefs  of  the  armament  other  divifions  were  alfo  ordered  for- 


v/as  fo  much  retarded,  that  we  were 
not  advanced  along  the  coaft  fo  far  as 
the  Delaware  before  the  29th,  nor 
off  the  capes  of  Virginia,  the  dettina- 
tion  of  the  fleet,  until  the  1 4th  in- 
ilant. 

The  wind  then  changing  to  the 
eaflward,  the  fleet  proceeded  on,  and 
anchored  the  next  day  within  the  en- 
trance of  Chefapeak  Bay.  By  the 
attention  of  Capt.  Griffith,  com- 
manding in  the  rear,  and  the  general 
good  difpofition  of  the  mailers  of  the 
tranfports,  the  paffage  was  eiFedled 
without  feparation. 

Captain  Hammond,  who  had  ac- 
quired a  very  correct  knowledge  of 
the  navigation,  was  withdrawn  from 

the  Delaware,  the  Roebuck  being  re-     which  will  be  inciofed  herewith)  I  had 
placed  hy  the  Liverpool,  and  charged     the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfliip 


ward  ;  and  the  whole  army,  witli  the 
neceflary  proportion  of  artillery  and 
llores,  were  landed  on  the  fame  day 
on  the  northern  Ihore,  oppofite  to 
Cecil  Court-houfe,  about  fix  miles 
from  Turkey  Point. 

Whitehall,  No-v.  1,  1 77 7. 
The  following  letter  from  Lieute- 
nant-General  Burgoyne  to  Lord 
George  Germain  was  yellerday  re- 
ceived by  an  armed  tranfport  that 
failed  from  Quebec  the  7Lh  of  Oc- 
tober : 

Camp,  nearly   oppnjite  to    Saratoghut 
Auguji  20,   1777. 
My  Lord, 
In  my  lall  difpatch  (a  duplicate  of 


with  the  care  of  Ilationing  proper  pi- 
lot vefl'els  to  mark  out  the  channel 
up  the  Chefapeak  Bay.  The  fleet, 
with  that,  and  the  further  afliftance 


of  the  proceedings  of  the  army  under 
my  command  to  the  30th  of  July. 

From  that  period  to  the  15  th  of 
Auguil,    every  poffible  meafure  was 


of  good  pilots,  being  fafely  conduced     employed  to  bring  forward  batteaux. 


up  to  the  head  of  the  Bay,  anchored 
between  the  Safafras  and  Elk  Rivera 
the  22d. 

Ha  ing  attended  the  General  to 
reconnoitre  the  adjacent  fhores  next 
day,  the  defcent  was  fixed  to  be  made 
on  the  25th  in  the  Elk. 

The  debarkation  of  the  army  was 
to  be  made  on  this  occafion  in  five  di- 
vifions, correfpondent  to  the  number 
of  men  which  could  be  regularly 
landed  from  the  fiat-boats  at  the  fame 
time. 

The  covering  fliips,  confifling  of 
the  Roebuck,  with  the  Apollo, 
Sphynx,  Vigilant,  Senegal,  and 
Swift,  moving  up  the  river  in  the 
^morning  of  the  25th,  the  flat-boats 
■  under  the  chief  command  of  Captain 
Duncan,  with  the  infantry  of  the  firil 
divifion,    advanced,    and  were  fol' 


provifion  and  ammunition  from  Fort 
George  to  the  firil  navigable  part  of 
Kudfon's  River ;  a  diltance  of  1 8 
miles ;  the  roads  in  fome  parts  fleep, 
and  in  others  wanting  great  repair. 
Of  the  horfes  furniflied  by  contract 
in  Canada,  not  more  than  a  third 
part  was  yet  arrived.  The  delay  was 
not  imputable  to  negleft,  but  to  the 
natural  accidents  attending  fo  long 
and  intricate  a  combination  of  land 
and  water  carriage.  Fifty  teams  of 
oxen,  which  had  been  colledled  in 
the  country  through  which  I  had 
marched,  were  added  to  aflilt  the 
tranfport ;  but  thefe  refources  toge 
gether  were  found  far  inadequate  to 
the  purpofes  of  feeding  the  army  and 
forming  a  magazine  at  the  fame  time. 
Exceeding  heavy  rains  augmented 
the  impediments.  It  was  often  ne- 
ceflary 
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cefTary  to  employ  ten  or  twelve  oxen     fupplied  by  degrees  from  Fort  George 


upon  a  fingle  batteaux  :  and  after  the 
iitmoft  exertions  for  the  fifteen  days 
above  Itated,  there  were  not  above 
four  days  provifions  beforehand,  nor 
above  ten  batteaux  in  the  Hudfon's 
River. 

Intelligence  had  reached  me,  that 
Lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger  was  be- 
fore Fort  Stanwix,  which  was  de- 
fended. The  main  army  of  the  ene- 
my oppofed  to  me  was  at  Still  Water, 
a  place  between  Saratogha  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Mohawk. 

A  rapid    movement   forward    ap- 


was  ftiil  in  force,  becaufe  a  new  ne- 
ceiiity  of  land  carriage  for  nine  miles 
arifes  at  Still  Water ;  and  in  propor- 
tion that  carriages  had  been  brought 
forward  to  that  place,  the  tranfport 
mull  have  ccafed  Behind. 

The  alternative  therefore  was  (hort ; 
either  to  reiinquifh  the  favourable  op- 
portunity of  advancing  upon  the  ene- 
my, or  to  atteff-pt  other  refources  of 
fupply. 

It  is  v/cll  known  that  the  enemy's 
fupplies  in  live  cattle  from  a  large 
trad  of  country,  paffed  by  the  route 
pcaredto  beof  the  utmoflconfequence  of  iVfancheller,  Arlington,  and  other 
at  tliis  period.  The  enemy  could  not  parts  of  the  Hampfhire  grants  to  Ben- 
have  proceeded  up  the  Mohawk  with-  nington,  in  order  to  be  occaftonally 
out  putting  themfelves  between  two  conveyed  from  thence  to  the  main 
£res,  in  cafe  Lieutenant-colonel  St.  army.  A  large  depot  of  corn  and  of 
Leger  Ihould  have  fucceeded,  and  at  wheel  carriages  was  alfo  formed  at 
belt  being  cut  oif  by  my  army  from  the  fame  place,  and  the  ufual  guard 
Albany  ;  they  mult  either  therefore  was  militia,  though  it  varied  in  nura- 
haveftood  an  action,  have  fallen  back  ber  from  day  to  day.  A  fcheme  was 
towards  Albany,  or  have  pafTed  the  fonned  to  furprize  Bennington.  The 
Hudlon's  River,  in  order  to  fccurc  a  pofTeflion  of  the  cattle  and  carriages 
retreat  to  New-England  higher  up.  would  certainly  have  enabled  the  army 
Whichever  of  thcfe  meafures  they  to  leave  their  diftant  magazines,  and 
had  taken,  fo  that  the  King's  army  to  have  afted  witli  energy  and  dif- 
}iad  been  enabled  to  advance,  Colo-  patch-  Saccefs  would  alfo  have  an- 
wel  St.  Leger's  operations  would  hav-e  fwered  many  fecondary  purpofes. 
befen  alTilled,  a  junftion  with  him  Lieutenant-colonel  Baum,  an  of- 
probnbly  fecured,  and  the  whole  ficer  well  qualified  for  the  undertak- 
countiy  of  the  Mohawk  opened,  jng,    was  fixed   upon   to  command. 


To  mamtam  the  communication 
with  Fort  George  during  fuch  a 
movement,  fo  as  to  be  fupplied  by 
daily  degrees  at  adillance  continually 
increafmg,  was  an  obvious  impoffibi- 
lity.  The  army  was  much  too  weak 
to  have  afforded  a  chain  of  polls : 
cfcorts  for  every  feparate  tranfport 
would  have  been  Itlll  a  greater  drain  ; 
nor  could  any   have   been  made   fo 


He  had  under  him  two  hundred  dif- 
mounted  dragoons  of  the  regiment  of 
Reifdefel,  Captain  Frazer's  markf- 
men,  which  were  the  only  Britilh, 
all  the  Canadian  volunteers,  a  party 
of  the  provincials  who  perfetftly  knew 
the  country,  an  hundred  Indians, 
and  tvvo  light  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
whole  detachment  amounted  to  about 
five  hun.ived  men.     The  inllruftions 


ilrong  as  to  force  their  way  through  were  pofifive  to  keep  the  regular  corps 

fuch  pofitions  as  the  enemy  might  take  polled  while  the  light  troops  felt  their 

in  one  night's  march  from  the  White  Way,  and  not  to  incur  the  danger  of 

Creek,  where  they  had  a  numerous  being  furrouuded,  or  having  a  retreat 

militia.      Had  the   enemy  remained  cut  off. 

fupine  through  fear,  or  want  of  com-  In  order  to  facilitate  this  operation, 

prchending  fo  palpabie  an  advantage,  and  to  be  ready  to  take  the  adv.mtage 

the  phyncal  iinpogibUity    of  being  of  its  fttccef*,  the  army  moved  up  the 

eaft 


( 

caft  (heie  of  Hudibn's  River  on  the 
14th,  a  bridge  was  formed  of  rahs, 
over  which  the  advanced  corps  paffed, 
and  encamped  at  Saratogha  ;  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Breyman's  corps  v/ere 
polled  near  Batten-kiln,  and  upon 
intelligence  from  Lieutenant- colonel 


Baum,  that  the  enemy  was 


Wronger 
at  Bennington  than  expected,  and 
were  aware  of  his  attack,  that  corps, 
confuting  of  the  Brunfwick  grena- 
diers, light  infantry,  and  chaiTeurs, 
were  fent  forward  to  fiiftain  him. 

It  fince  appears  that  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Baum,  not  having  been  able  to 
complete  his  march  undifcovered,  was 
joined  at  a  place  called  Stantcoick 
Mills,  about  four  miles  Ihort  oi  Ben- 
nington, by  many  people  profefiing 
themfelves   to  be  loyalifts.     A  pro- 
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killed  or  taken.     The  failure  of  am- 
munition, from  the  accidental  breiik- 
ing  to  pieces  of  a  tumbril,  unfortu- 
nately    obliged      Lieutenant-colonel 
Breyman  to  retire  conquering  troops, 
and  to    le.ive  behind  two    pieces  of 
cannon,  befides  two  which  had  been 
loft    by    Lieutenant-colonel    Baum. 
The  Indians  made  good  their  retreat 
from  the  firil  affair,  as  did  Captain 
Frazer,  with   part  of  his    company, 
and  many  of  the  Provincials  and  Ca- 
nadians. 

The  lofs,  as  at  prefent  appears, 
amounts  to  about  four  hundred  men 
killed  and  taken  in  both  adions,  and 
twenty-Rx  officers,  mollily  prifoners  ; 
but  men  who  were  difperfed  in  the 
woods  drop  in  daily.  A  correfl  re- 
turn   fhall    be    tranfmltted    to   your 


vincial  gentleman  of  confidence,  who  Lordihip  the  firft  opportunity, 
had  been  fent  with  the  detachment.         This,  my  Lord,  is  the  true  ftate 

as  knowing  the  country,  and  the  cha-  of  the  event.     I  have  not  dwelt  upon 

rafters  of  the  inhabitants,  was  fo  in-  errors,  becaufe  in  many  inltances  they 

caiitioas  as  to  leave  at  liberty  fuch  as  were  counterbalanced  by  fpirit.    The 

took  the  oath  of  allegiance.     His  ere-  enemy  will  of  courfe  find  matter  of 

dulity  and  their  profligacy  caufcd  the  parade  in  the  acquifition  of  four  pieces^ 

firft  misfortune  :  Colonel  Baum  was  of  cannon,  but  that  apart  they  have 


induced  to  proceed  without  fufHcient 
knowledge  of  the  ground  ;  his  defign 
was  betrayed ;  the  men  who  had 
taken  the  oaths  were  the  firll  to  fire 
upon  him  ;  he  was  attacked  on  all 
fides  ;  he  ihevvcd  great  perfonai  cou- 
rage, but  was  overpowered  by  num- 
bers. 

During  this  time  Lieutenant -colo- 
nel Breyman  was    upon    the    march 
through  a  heavy  rain.     And  fuch  were 
the  other  impediments  ftated  in  that 
officer's  report,    of  bad  roads,    tired 
Korfes,  difficulties  in  palling  artillery 
carriages,  &c.  that  he  was  trorr.  eight 
in  the  morning  of  the  1  5  th  to  four  in 
the  afternoon  the  following  day  mak- 
ing  about   twenty-four  miles.       He 
engaged,  fought  gallantly,  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  three  fcveral  heights, 
but  was  too  late  to  fuccour  Colonel 
Baum,  who  was  made  priiciner,  r.nd  a 
Gonfiderable  part  of  his  dragooni  were 


fmall  caufe  for  exultation  :  their  lofs 
in  killed  and  wounded  being  more 
than  double  to  ours,  by  the  ccnfeffion 
of  their  prifoners  and  defcrters,  and 
of  many  inhabitants  who  were  wit- 
neffes  to  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

The  chief  fubjeft  of  regret  on  our 
fule,  after  that  which  any  lofs  of  gal- 
lant men  naturally  occafions,  is  the 
difappointmenc  of  not  obtaining  live 
cattle,  and  the  lapfe  of  time  in  bring- 
ing forward  the  magazines. 

The  heavy  work  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleated,  and  a  new  bi-idge  of  boats  is 
thrown  over  the  Hudfon's  River  oppo- 
fite  to  Saratogha,  the  former  one  of  rafts 
having  been  carried  av/ay  by  the  fwell 
of  water  after  the  late  continual  rains. 
When  enabled  to  move,  nothing 
within  m.y  fcale  of  talent  fhall  be  left 
unattempted,  to  fulfil  liis  Majefty's 
orders.;  and  1  hope  circumftanccs 
will  be  fuch,  that  mv  endeavours  may 

be 
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he  in   fome  degree  aflifted  by  a  co-     the  forts  by  the  garrifons,  and  upon 
operation  of  the  army  under  Sir  Wil-     the  approach  of  a  reinforcement  from 

Crown  Point  had  withdrawn  intirely^ 


liam  Howe 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

J.   BuRGOYNE. 

Extra JI  of  a   letter  frojn   Lieutenant- 
colonel  St.  Leger   to   Lieutenant-ge- 
neral  Bitrgoyne,    brought    through 
the  ijuocds  by  an  Indian,  dated  be- 
fore   Fort    Stawwix,     Augujl     1 1 , 

^777- 

After  combating  the  natural  diffi- 
culties of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  the  artificial  ones  the  enemy 
threw  in  my  way  at  Wood  Creek,  I 
inverted  Fort  Stanwix  the  ^d  inftant. 
On  the  5th  I  learnt  from  difcovering 
parties  on  the  Mohawk  River,  that  a 
body  of  one  thoufand  militia  were  on 
their  march  to  raife  the  fiege.  On  the 
confirmation  of  this  news,  I  moved 
a  large  body  of  Indians,  with  fome 
troops  the  fame  night,  to  lay  in  am- 
bufcade  for  them  on  their  march. 
They  fell  into  it.  The  compleatell 
viftory  was  obtained :  above  400  lay 
dead  on  the  field,  amongft  the  number 
of  whom  were  almoftall  the  principal 


That  Colonel  St.  Leger,  finding  Fort 
Stanwix  too  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
the  garrifon  too  numerous  to  be  taken 
by  afiault,  and  the  Indians  being 
alarmed  by  a  falfe  report  of  the  ap- 
proach of  a  large  body  of  the  rebel 
continental  troops,  he  had  given  over 
the  attempt  of  forcing  a  pafTage  down 
the  Mohawk  River,  and  returned  to 
Montreal,  from  v/hence  he  had  pro- 
ceeded to  Ticonderoga,  intending  to 
join  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  by 
that  route. 

That  the  3 1  ft  regiment  had  been 
ordered  there  with  Brigadier-general 
Maclean  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who 
had  gone  up  to  St.  John's,  where  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Briga- 
dier,    '    ' 

traft  : 

Extrail  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-ge- 
neral Maclean  to  Gcuernor  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,      dated    at    Ticonderoga^ 
September  30,    1777. 
This   morning  an  exprefs   arjived 


of  which  the  following  is  an  ex 


movers  of  rebellion  in  that  country,  from  General  Burgoyne  with  a  ver- 
bal account  of  a  very  fmart  and  long 
aftion  that  happened  on  the  19th. 
There  is  no  lift  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed, but  what  Mr.  Philips  relates  ver- 
bally. The  aftion  lafted  from  12 
o'clock  till  dark ;  the  ground  was  {q 
very  difadvantageous,  that  only  three 
Britifli  regiments  were  fairly  engaged. 
Our  lofs  is  about  150  killed  on  the 
fpot,  and  350  wounded.  Nine  of-^ 
ficers  killed,  and  a  great  many  wound- 
ed. It  is  faid  we  buried  600  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  vaft  numbers  are 
wounded.  We  did  not  gain  the  field 
till  after  dark,  Arnold  commanded. 
The  rebels  retired  to  their  camp, 
half  a  league  from  the  field  of  battle. 
\London  Gazette, 


There  are  fix  or  feven  hundred  men 
in  the  fort.  The  militia  will  never 
rally ;  all  that  I  am  to  apprehend 
therefore  that  will  retard  my  progrefs 
in  joining  you,  is  a  reinforcement  of 
what  they  call  their  regular  troops, 
by  the  way  of  Half-moon,  up  the 
Mohawk  River.  A  diverfion  there- 
fore from  your  army  by  that  quarter, 
will  greatly  expedite  my  junftion 
with  either  of  the  grand  armies. 

Letters  have  been  alfo  received 
from  General  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
giving  an  account  of  an  attempt  made 
by  a  large  body  of  the  umbels  on 
Ticonderoga  and  Fort  Independence, 
on  the  16th  of  September.  That 
they  furprifed  and  made  prifoners 
part  of  four  companies  of  the  53d 
regiment  that  were  ftationed  at  the 
Carrying-place  and  Sugar  Loaf  Hill, 
and  had  deftroyed  fome  waggons, 
boats,  &c.  but  had  beaten  off  from 


General  Burgoyne 'j  InflruEliom  ft 
Lieutenant-colonel  B  a  u  m  . 
The  objeft  of  your  expedition  is, 
to  try  the  aftedlion  of  the  country ; 

to 
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to  dii'concert  the  Councils  of  the  ene- 
iny ;  to  mount  the  Rudeflells  dra- 
goons;  to  coinpleat  Petre's  corps  i 
und  to  obtain  large  fupplies  of  cattle, 
horfes,  and  carriages. 

The  feveral  corps,  of  which  the 
inclofed  is  a  lill,  are  to  be  under  your 
command 


) 


troops;  together  with  as  many  faddles 
and  bridles  as  can  he  found  :  the 
number  of  horfes  requifite,  befides 
thofe  nece/Tary  for  mounting  the  re- 
giment of  dragoons,  ought  to  be 
thirteen  hundred  ;  if  you  can  bring 
more  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  it  will 
be  fo  much  the  better.     Your  parties 


The  troops  mull  take  no  tents,  and    are  likewife  to  bring  in  waggons  and 


Svhat  little  baggage  is  carried  by  the 
cffic.Ts,  muft  be  on  their  own  batta- 
lion hcrlcs. 

You  are  to  iarocecd  from  Batten 
Kill  to  ArlingLon,  and  take  poft 
there  till  the  detachment  of  the  Pro- 


other  convenient  carriages,  with  as 
many  draught  oxen  as  will  be  neceflary 
to  draw  them  ;  and  all  cattle  fit  for 
{laughter  (milch  cows  excepted,  which 
are  to  be  left  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha- 
bitants) ;     regular    receipts,    in    the 


vincials,  under  the  command  of  Cap-     form  hereto  fubjoined,  are  to  be  given 
tain  Shenvood  fliall  join  you  from  the    in  all  places,  where  any  of  the  above 


fouthward 

You  afe  then  to  proceed  to  Man- 
chefter,  where  you  will  again  take 
poll,  {o  as  to  fecure  the  pais  of  the 
mountains,  on  the  road  from  Man- 
chefter  to  Rockingham  ;  from  thence 
you  will  detach  the  Indians  ar.d  light 


articles  are  taken,  to  fuch  perfons  as 
have  remained  in  their  habitations, 
and  otherwlfs  complied  with  the  terms 
of  General  Burgoyne's  Manifefto ; 
but  no  receipt  to  be  given  to  fuch  as 
are  known  to  be  acting  in  the  fcrvice 
of  the  rebels.     As  you  will  have  with 


troops  to  the  Northward,  towards  Otter  you  perfons  perfeclly  acquainted  with 
Creek.  On  their  return,  and  receiv-  the  country,  it  may  perhaps  be  ad- 
ing  intelligence  that  no  enemy  is  upon  vifeable  to  tax  the  feveral  dillrifts  with 
the  ConnciElicut  River,  you  will  pro-  the  portions  of  the  feveral  articles, 
ceed  by  the  road  over  the  mountains  and  limit  the  hours  for  the  delivery ; 
to  Rockingham,  where  you  will  take  and  fnould  you  find  it  neceflary  to 
poll.  This  will  be  the  moil  diilant  move  before  fiich  delivery  can  be 
part  of  the  expedition,  and  muft  be  made,  hoftagesof  the  moft refpeiStable 
proceeded  upon  with  caution,  as  you  people  (hould  be  taken  to  fecure  their 
will  have  the  defiles  of  the  mountains     following  you  the  next  day.     All  pof- 

fible  means  are  to  be  ufed  to  prevent 
plundering.  As  it  is  probable  that 
Capt.  Sherwood,  who  is  already  de- 
tached to  the  fouthward,  and  will 
join  you  at  Arlington,  will  drive  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  cattle  and 
horfes  to  you,  you  will  therefore  fend 
in  thefe  cattle  to  the  army,  with  a 
proper  detachment  from  Petre's  corps 
to  cover  them,  in  order  to  difmcum- 
ber  yourfelf;    but   you  muft  always 


behind  vou,  which  might  make  a  re- 
treat diilicult.  You  muft  therefore 
endeavour  to  be  well  informed  of  the 
force  of  the  enemy's  militia  in  the 
neighbouring  country :  fhould  you 
fmd  it  may  with  prudence  be  effecled, 
you  are  to  remain  there  while  the  In- 
dians and  light  troops  are  detached  up 
the  river  ;  and  you  are  afterwards  to 
defcend  the  river  to  Brattleborough, 
and  from  that  place,  by  the  quickeft 


march,  you  are  to  return  by  the  great  keep  the  regiment  of  dragoons  com- 

road  to  Albany.                "  paft.     The  dragoons  themfelves  muft 

During  your  whole  progrefs,   your  ride  and  take  care  of  the  horfes  of  the 

detachments   are  to   have   orders   to  regiment.     Thofe  horfes  that  are  def- 

bring  into  you  all  horfes  fit  to  mount  tined  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  muft 

the  dragoons   under  your  command,  be  tied  in  ftrings  of  ten  each,  in  order 

or  to  ferve  as  battalion  horfes  for  the  that  one  man  may  lead  ten  horfes. 
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You  will  give  tKe  urrnrmecl  men  of  as  (Irong  a  poft  as  tlie  country  wilf 

Petre's   corps  to  condud  them,   and  afford,  and  fend  the  quickell  intelii-- 

inhabitants  whom  ye  can  truth  gence  to  me  ;  and  you  may  depend 

You  muft  always  keep  your  camps  upon  my  making  fuch  m.ovemencs  as 

in  good  pofition,  but  at  the  fame  time  (hall  put  the  enemy  between  two  iirer, 

where  there  is  palture  ;  and  you  mull  or  otherwife  eftcctually  fuftain  you. 
have  a  chain  of  centinels  around  your        It  is  imagined  the  progrefs  of  the 

cattle  when  grazing.  whole  of  this  expedition  may  be  ef- 

Colonel  Skene  will  be  with  you  as  fefted  iit  about  a  fortnight ;  but  every 

much  as  pofTible,  in  order  to  dillin-  movement  of  it  mull:  depend  on  your 

guifh  the  good  fubjedls  from  the  bad;  fuccefs  in  obtaining  fuch  fupplies  of 

to  procure  the  bell:  intelligence  of  the  provifions  as  will  enable  you  to  fubfift 

enemy,  and  choofe  thofe   people  who  for  your  return  in  this  army,  in  cafe 

are  to  bring  me  the  accounts  of  your  you  can   get  no  more.     And  {hould 


progrefs  and  fuccefs. 

When  you  find  it  neceiTary  to  halt 
a  day  or  two,  you  mull  alwap  in- 
trench the  camp  of  the  regiment  of 
dragoons,  in  order  never  to  rifque  an 
attack  or  affront  from  the  enemy. 

As  you  will  return  with  the  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  mounted,  you  mull 

always  have  a  detachment  of  Captain     to  be  made  prifoners 
Frazer's,  or  Petre's  corps,  in  front  of        I   heartily  wifli   you   fuccefs,  and 


not  the  army  be  able  to  reach  Albany 
before  your  expedition  fhould  be  com- 
pleated,  I  will  find  meanb  to  fend 
you  notice  of  it,  and  give  your  route 
another  direction. 

All  perfons  afting  in  Committees, 
or  any  officers  under  the  direftion  of 
the  Congrefs,  either  civil  or  military. 


the  column,  and  the  fame  in  the  rear, 
in  order  to  prevent  your  falling  into 
an  ambufcade  when  you  march  through 
the  woods. 

You  will  ufe  all  pofiible  means  to 
make  the  country  believe,  that  the 
troops  under  your  command  are  the 
advanced  corps  of  the  army ;  and 
that  it  is  intended  to  pafs  to  Connec- 
ticut, on  the  road  to  Bolton  :  you 
will  likewife  infmuate,  that  the  main 
army  from  Albany  is  to  be  joined  at 
Springfield,  by  a  corps  of  troops  from 
Rhode  IHand. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  corps 
tinder  Mr.  Warner,  now  fuppofed  to 
be  at  Manchefler,  will  retreat  before 
you  ;  but  (hould  they,  contrary  to  ex 


have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
J.  BuRGoYNE,  Lieut.  General. 
Head  i^arters,  Aug.  C},    1 777. 

Fip-kill,  Aug.  21. 
ExtraSi  ef  a  letter  from  Alhanj, 
Aug.  18. 
*'  Since  my  la(t  I  have  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  Col.  Wallers ;  he 
nearly  agrees  with  the  account  I  gave 
you  in  my  lall  of  the  engagement  he 
had  with  the  enemy.  He  however 
adds,  that  from  all  the  accounts  he 
could  collefl  from  the  Indians  and  in- 
habitants near  the  fort.  Sir  John 
Johnllon  fell  in  the  engagement.  The 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  in 


peftation,  be  able  to  colle£b  in  great     both  engagements,  from  all   that  can 


force,  and  pod  themfelves  advanta- 
geoufly,  it  is  left  to  your  difcretion 
to  attack  them  or  not ;  always  bearing 
in  mind,  that  your  corps  is  too  valu- 
able to  let  any  confiderable  lofs  be  ha- 
zarded on  this  occafion. 

Should  any  corps   be  moved  from 
Mr.  Arnold's  main  army,  in  order  to 


be  collefted,  exceeds  three  hundred. 
Thofe  that  were  with  General  Harke- 
men  all  agree,  that  they  killed  and 
wounded  that  number;  for  they  fay, 
that  the  Indians  were  more  than  half 
drunk,  and  (liewed  themfelves  more 
openly  than  has  ever  been  known, 
and   the   regulars   marched   on   very 


interrupt  your  retreat,  you  are  to  take    boldly  three  deep,   and  our  people 

knowa 
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known  to  Indian  wars,  placed  them- 
lelves  immediately  behind  trees,  and 
made  great  havock  among  them ; 
their  cartridges  being  made  up  of 
three  buck  Ihot  and  a  bullet.  Some 
fay  they  have  ieen  three  fall  by  a  fhot ; 
however,  the  moll  moderate  compu- 
tation exceeds  three  hundred.  The 
Indians  got  a  fevere  drubbing,  that 
the  greater  part  have  left  them,  and 
are  gone  home. 

"  The  day  before  yefterday  we  re- 
ceived an  account  that  Walter  Butler, 
with  fourteen  white  men,  and  four- 
teen Indians,  had  come  to  the  Ger- 
man Flats,  with  a  manifefto  from 
Barry  St.  Leger  (the  General  com- 
manding the  enemy's  army  in  that 
quarter)  being  on  a  truce  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Tryon  Country,  iigned 
Daniel  Clans  and  John  Butler,  ex- 
horting the  people  to  lay  down  their 
arms  ;  and  a  letter  from  two  perfons, 
fuppofed  to  be  taken  prifoners  among 
them,  giving  an  account  of  the  huma- 
nity that  was  Ihewn  to  them,  and  alfo 
exhorting  the  inhabitants  tamely  to 
fubmit.  The  letter  is  a  forgery,  and 
the  former  clearly  indicates,  that  they 
are  unable  to  fubdue  us  by  arms,  and 
that  their  only  way  to  obtain  their 
vvilhes  is,  to  deceive  and  millead  the 
credulous.  Mr.  Butler  paid  for  his 
pains,  for  himfelf  and  party  were  im- 
mediately made  prifoners. 
-  "  An  Heffian  otlicer  and  four  pri- 
vates, deferted  from  Fort  Edward, 
inform,  that  about  6000  of  the  ene- 
my's troops  were  at  Fort  Edward. 
Gen.  Arnold  is  gone  to  the  welhvard. 
Gen.  Gates  is  arrived  at  Albany  ;  his 
coming  is  very  animating  to  our  army. 
Great  numbers  of  the  back  inhabi- 
tants are  flocking  down  with  their 
families,  having  left  moft  part  of  their 
fubftance  behind  them. — Their  cafe 
is  truly  deplorable." 
Extrnil  of  a  letter  from  a  gentlemen  in 

l^ebec  to  his  friend  at  Cork,  dated 

Sef>t.  6,    1777. 

*•  I  Ihall  now  give  you  fome  little 
account  of  the  manoeuvres,  fince  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  in  this  pro- 


vince. Some  time  before  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  fct  out,  he  difpatched  Col.  St. 
Leger  and  Sir  John  Johnllon,  the  for- 
mer having  about  600  regulars,  and 
the  latter  goo  favages,  of  the  Upper 
Nations,  both  to  ail  in  cocjunftion  : 
their  route  vj3lS  by  Number  4,  to  go 
down  the  Mohawk  River,  and  to  fur- 
prize  the  rebels  at  Fort  Stanwix. 
Here  they  were  difappointed,  as  the 
former  were  well  advifed  of  theii 
coming,  and  were  as  well  prepared, 
as  you  will  find  hereafter.  When 
they  came  within  12  miles  of  that 
fort,  they  had  advice  of  a  party  ojf 
8  or  900  of  the  rebels  coming  to 
j-cinforce  the  garrifon.  The  King's 
troops  polled  themfclves  in  a  very  ad- 
vantageous fpot,  between  them  and 
the  fort,  and  lay  in  ambufli  till  they 
came  up,  when  the  favages  fallied 
out  together  with  the  troops,  which 
fo  furprifed  the  rebels,  that  there  were 
more  than  half  of  them  cut  oiF  or 
taken  prifoners. 

"  Soon  after  that  fkirmifh,  they 
marched  againft  the  fort,  and  opened 
fome  batteries  on  it,  which  had  little 
or  no  effeft,  they  having  no  more  ar- 
tillery than  2  fix  pounders,  2  threes, 
and  2  or  three  fmall  mortars.  The 
rebels  made  a  fally  out,  in  which 
time  there  was  a  fmart  fire  ;  they  re- 
tired with  the  lofs  of  fome  men  into 
the  Ibrt.  There  were  abo\it  30  fa- 
vages killed,  among  who  were  fome 
of  their  Chiefs,  which  ftruck  the 
others  with  luch  terror,  that  they  im- 
mediately ptopofed  to  Col.  St.  Leger 
to  raile  the  iiege.  A  fcouting  party 
of  the  favages  that  were  out,  brought 
advice  that  a  large  body  of  rebels 
v/ere  within  two  miles  of  them,  and 
that  they  Ihould  be  furrounded.  A 
little  after  they  faw  four  men  go  into 
the  fort,  through  a  fwamp  they 
before  thouglit  impa.TaBle. 

"  This  alarmed  the  troops,  ^rxdi 
got  in  order  for  an  iinmediate  retreat, 
which  they  eirecled  in  the  night, 
leavin;j-  every  thiny:  beiiiud  them. 
The  favages  being  difappointed  of 
the  fpoil  tiiey  c.xpedea  in  the  fort, 
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now  began  to  plunder  the  camp : 
they  began  witli  the  officers  cafes  of 
liquor,  and  every  thing  that  came  in 
their  v/ay  after,  nor  dare  any  officer 
to  prevent  them,  they  being  more 
than  double  their  number,  and  it  w;,s 
with  the  grcateiT:  precaution  they  kept 
them  from  falling  on  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  and  officers,  to  pi;t  them 
all  to  death.  TJieir  route  was  the 
fame  road  as  when  they  advanced. 
The  favages  finding  their  provifion 
fhort,  took  the  belt  part  of  h,  and 
left  them,  taking  to  the  woods.  Col. 
St.  Leger  and  his  men  fuffered  much 
for  the  neceffiiries  of  life,  as  they  were 
four  days  without  ?.ny  thing  to  eat  or 
drink.  General  Burgoyne's  foraging 
party,  30  miles  from  Saratoga,  were 
defeated  with  great  lofs,  and  eveiy 
man  v/ould  have  been  cut  oft"  but  for 
the  Ihdter  of  the  night.  '  Here  thirty 
favages  v.ere  killed,  among  them 
two  or  ihree  of  the'r  Chiefs.  In  a 
day  or  two  after  this,  fome  favages 
went  10  an  houfe,  where  they  found 
a  vvor.ian  and  her  daughter,  a  girl  of 
about  I  8,  whom  they  butchered  in  a 
moll:  inhuman  manner,  which  com- 
ing to  the  knowledge  of  General 
Burgoyne,  had  the  afiaffins  tried  at  a 
Court-Martial,  and  condemned  to  be 
hanged ;  but  remonllrances  from  their 
Chiefs,  and  promifes  for  their  future 
good  behaviour,  they  were  pardoned. 
In  a  day  or  iwo  after,  moft  of  them 
left  the  camp,  and  went  to  their  fa- 
milies, fifty  excepted,  who  came  here 
two  days  ?go,  and  told  General  Carle- 
ton  they  were  rciirained  by  General 
Burgoyne,  and  that  they  would  not 
have  gone  fo  near  this  campaign,  if  they 
knev,'  they  were  to  have  a  new  father ; 
that  they  heard  from  their  lands,  that 
many  men  of  their  nation  were  dif- 
affedted,  and  were  ready  to  take  the 
oppofite  fide :  but  they  doubted  not 
to  be  able  to  bring  them  over  to  the 
King's  interell. 

"  All  this  was  nothing  but  flattery ; 
as  they  were  dilappointed  in  plunder, 
they  came  to  get  prefents,  &c.  A 
good  number  of  the  Albany  people 


joined  General  Burgoyne's  foiagiiig 
party,  and  many  of  them  were  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  every  priicner  put 
to  deat.i.  Nine  tenths  of  the  Cana- 
dians are  ftrong  rebels  J  There  were 
upwards  of  900  on  the  foraging  party, 
and  one  half  of  them,  did  not  get 
back.  Since  this  lofs.  Gen.  Burgoyne; 
has  been  obliged  to  make  a  Hand  at 
Saratoga,  but  advice  has  been  Teceiv- 
ed  that  t'lcy  were  to  be  in  motion  ca 
the  4th  inil,  to  go  towards  Albany, 
be  the  confequence  what  it  may. 

"  Private  letters  fay,  that  the  'kir- 
mifh  with  the  foraging  party  liappen- 
ed  on  the  16th  ult.  at  Van  Stcoiks 
Mills,  near  Bennington.  Lieutenant 
Baume  commanded  the  party,  which 
confilied  of  part  of  the  regiment  of 
RidfaPs  dragoons,  Capt.  Frazer's 
company,  150  Provincials,  and  1000 
favages.  The  dragoons  were  all  cut 
oft",  the  Commander,  with  moll  of 
his  officers,  taken  prifoners,  33  fa- 
vages killed,  and  near  50  wounded, 
and  had  not  a  reinforcement  came  up, 
tiie  whole  party  would  iiave  been  kil.- 
ed  or  taken  prifoners.  On  this  lofs, 
favages  wentexprefs  acrofs  to  Col.  St. 
Leger's,  which  occafioned  them  to 
abandon  him,  and  the  few  men  he 
brought  back  had  nothing  with  them 
but  the  cloaths  on  their  backs  and 
their  frrcloc'LS ;  every  article  of  their 
camp  equipage  was  left  behind,  even 
to  their  naplacks." 

By   the   Hon.  Benedict  Arnold, 

Ejq-  Major-gejieral  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  an::y  of  the  United 
States  of  America  on  the  M.oha%vk 
Ri-jer. 

Whereas  a  certain  Barry  St.  Leger, 
a  Brigadier-general  in  the  fervice  of 
the  George  of  Great-Britain, 

at  the  head  of  a  banditti  of  robbers, 
murderers,  and  traitors,  compofed  of 
favages  of  America,  and  more  favage 
Britons,  (among  whom  is  a  noted  Sir 
John  Johnfion,  John  Butler,  and 
Daniel  Claus)  have  lately  appeared  in 
the  frontiers  of  this  State,  and  have 
threatened  ruin  and  dellrudion  to  all 
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the  in'Jiabitants  of  rhe  United  States,  of  the  Council  of  war ;  and  to  tnr 

•They  have  alio,  by  artifice  and  mif-  enquire  what  orders  were  given,  from 

feprefentation,  induced  many  of  the  time  to  time,   by  the  Commander  in 

ignor:;nt  and  unwary  iubje^ts  of  thefe  Chief  of  that  department. 
States,  U)  forfeit  their  allegiance   to         To  inquire  particularly  if  the  bar^ 

the  iarne,  and  join  with  them  in  their  racks  and  llores,    were  dcitroyed,  or 

atrocious    crimes,     and    parties     of  left  Handing, 

treachery  and  parricide.  To  inquire  of  the  Quarter-mafter 

Humanity    to   thofe  poor  deluded  General,    and  Commiiikry   General, 

wretches,  who    are  hallening    blind-  what  quantity  of  provihpn  had  beeji 

fold   to   deflrudion,    induces    me  to  laid  up  at  Ticonderoga,  or   near  it, 

pii'cr  them,  and  all  others  concerned  for.  the  ufe  of  the  gnrrifon,  and  what 

whether  fi^v;iges,    Germans,  Amcri-  mealures  were    taken   or    taking  for 

caoj,    or  Britons)    PARDON,    pro-  throwing  in  further  luppiies. 
vided  they  do,  within  ten  days  from         To  inform  themielves,  as  fully  as 


the  date  hereof,  come  in  and  lay 
down  their  arms,  fue  for  protection, 
and  fwear  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  of  America. 

But  if  Hill  blind  to  their  own  in- 
tereil  and  fafety,  they  oblHnately  per- 
lill  in  their  wicked  courfes,  determin- 
ed to  draw  on  themfelves  the  firft  ven- 
geance of  Heaven,  and  of  this  exaf- 


poffible,  of  the  number,  appoint- 
ments of  the  enemy  from  the  time  of 
their  landing  to  the  time  of  evacuat- 
ing the  fort ;  and  alfo  of  the  number, 
quality  and  condition  of  the  garrifcr}, 
and  if  any,  and  v/hat  meafures  were 
taken  to  gain  inteilio;ence  of  the 
ftrength  of  die  enemy,  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  or  the  Commanding 


perated  country,  they  mull:  expedl  no     Officer  at  Ticonderoga 


To  inquire  of  the  Clothier  General 
what  cloathing,  from  time  to  time, 
had  been  iflued  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Northern  department;  and  from  other 
public  officers,  into  the  expenditure 
of  fuch  general  iH'ues, 

To  inquire  into  the  number,  equip- 
ment, and  behaviour   of  the  militia. 


mercy  from  either. 

B.  Arnold,  M.  G. 
Given  under  my  hand,  Head-l^tarters, 
German  Flats,    20th  uiuguji,    1777. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  3.  Congrefs 
took  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  mode  of  con- 

dudting  the  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  and  the  term  of  fervice  for  which  they 

the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  were  engaged,  at  and  before  the  lime 

Mount  Independence  ;  and  into  the  of  the  evacuation ;  into  the  fituation 

conduft  of  the  General  officers  in  the  and  condition  of  the  lines  at  Ticon- 

Northern  department  at  the  time  of  deroga,    and   the  fortifications    upon 

the  evacuation,  whereupon.  Mount  Independence.     What  works 

Refolved,    That  a   Committee  of  had  been  tlvrown  up  by  the  enemy, 

three  members  of  the  Congrefs  be  ap-  what  polls  they  had  taken,  and  the 

pointed  and  authorized  to  correfpcnd  dillance  of  their  works ;  what  orders 

with  pubhc  bodies,  or  private  perfons,  had  been  given  by  the  Commanding 

by  letter  or  otherwife,  in  this  and  the  Officer  for  direding  and  regulating  a 

neighbouring  States,  in  order  to  col-  fetreat,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 

left  the  clearell:  and  fullefi:  evidence  retreat  was  condufted ;    what  orders 

oftheftate  of  the  army  in  the  Nor-  were  given  relative  to  the  fick,  and 

thern  department,    and  alfo   of  the  what  care  taken  of  them.     Whether 

ftate  of  the  troops,  military  ftores  and  any    Continental    troops,    and  what 

provifion  at  the  faid  poli,  before  and  number  were  at  Albany,    or  in  the 

at  the  time  when  the  evacuation  was  neighbourhood,  how  long  they  had 

determined  upon.  been  there,  and  why  they  were  not 

To  call  for  and  examixne  the  Minutes  ordered  to  Ticonderoga. 

To 
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To  inquire  into  the  number  and 
fize  of  cannon,  and  whether  any  were 
removed  before  the  evacuation  ;  the 
quantity  and  fpecies  of  military  ftorcs ; 
the  ftate  of  the  arms,  both  of  the 
Continental  fokliers  and  militia,  whe- 
ther the  troops  were  furnirhed  with 
bayonets,  and  whether  there  were 
any,  and  what  number  of  pikes  or 
Ipears  proper  for  defending  lines. 

That  upon  fuch  inquiry  and  collec- 
tion of  fads,  a  copy  of  the  whole  be 
trsnfmitied,  by  the  faid  Committee, 
to  General  Wafliington,  and  that 
thereupon  he  appoint  a  Court  Martial 
for  the  trial  of  Genera!  Officers  who 
v/ere  in  the  Northern  department 
ivhen  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  inde- 
pendence were  evacuated,  agreeable 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Auguft  28.  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  the  Committe  to  col- 
left  evidence  and  fafts  relative  to  the 
evacuation  of  Ticonderoga,  &c.  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Laurens,  Mr,  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  and  Mr,  John  Adams,  were 
elefted. 

Publiihed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
In  Congrefs,   Sept.  i,    1777. 

Refolved,  That  General  Waihing- 
ton  be  dirc'fled  to  appoint  a  Court  of 
Enquiry  relative  to  the  late  expedition 
by  General  Sullivan  againft  the  Britilh 
forces  on  Staten-liland. 

Copy  from  the  Journals. 
William  Ck.  Houston,  D.  Sec. 


The  public  now  beholds  the  fate  of 
that  army,  on  which  they  were  taught 
to  believe,  two  months  ago,  that  the 
event  of  the  American  \vd.Y  piincipally 
depended.  What  iiories  did  we  not 
iiear  of  a  junftion  to  be  formed  with 
General  Howe,  of  the  New-Enfdand 
provinces  to  be  fubdued,  of  Walhing- 
^on  to  be  got  between  two  fires,  and 
'^he  communication  to  be  cut  oft 
'oetween  the  Northern  and  Southern 
parts  of  America.  Let  us  now  mark 
the  event.     It  Gcu.  Burgoync  .Ciould 


winter  in  Albany,  his  fituation  for 
eight  months  to  corhe,  will  be  as  de- 
plorable as  even  his  enemies  could  de- 
iire.  Every  load  of  fuel,  and  every 
pound  of  provifion  he  has  in  his  army, 
mull  be  obtained  by  detachments  fcnt 
into  the  country  ;  thefc  detachments 
v^iii  be  attacked  ;  his  quarters  will  be 
for  ever  beat  up  ;  his  men  will  be 
worn  down  with  fatigue,  till,  by  the 
end  of  the  v^'inter,  of  a  gallant  army 
of  7000  men^  with  which  he  marched 
out  of  Canada,  hardly  fo  many  hun- 
dreds, probably,  will  remain.  Such 
will  be  the  cafe,  fuppofing  him  to  ac- 
compliili  iiis  intention  of  getting  to 
Albany.  But  it  is  next  to  a  certainty, 
tliat  he  has  before  this  began  his  re- 
treat into  Canada  ;  and  his  fituation, 
on  that  fuppofition,  is  dreadful  to 
think  of.  With  a  viftorious  army 
purfuing  him  in  the  rear  with  bodies 
interpoied  before  him,  with  the  mili- 
tia of  all  the  New-England  provinces, 
flocking  down  upon  him  on  all  fides  ; 
he  has  a  inarch  to  perform  of  a  hun- 
dred miles,  through  a  country,  in 
which,  according  to  his  own  account, 
he  was  Ibmetimes  unable  to  proceed 
more  than  18  miles  in  15  days.  The 
difficulties  of  moving  large  bodies  in 
fuch  countries,  people,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  v/ili  begin  at  laft  to  under- 
lland,  and  not  luppofe  that  an  army 
in  a  wildernefs,  is  to  proceed  at  the 
fame  rate  as  an  ordinary  foot-traveller 
c-n  a  turnpike-road.  By  the  time  his 
army  gets  back  into  Canada,  their 
lofies  and  diftreii'es  may  be  fuch  as 
humanity  Ihudders  to  think  of:  but 
if  the  accounts  received  be  true,  of 
the  ProA'incials  having  dellroyed  all 
the  batteaux  on  Lake  George,  no 
man  can  fay  v/hethcr  ever  five  hun- 
dred cf  them  will  get  back  to  Canada 
at  all.  Such  is  the  fate  of  the  fecond 
expedition,  v.hich  has  now  been  at- 
tempted from  Canada  to  Albany ; 
by  means  of  v/hicli,  as  the  Miniftry 
have  always  told  us,  the  redudilion  of 
America  was  principally  to  beaccom- 
plifned.      The  fiUy  account  of  Bur- 

goync's 
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goyne's  having  obtained  a  vi£lcry  over 
Arnold,  and  killed  lb  many  thoufand 
of  his  men,  are  fit  only  to  be  circu- 
lated in  the  Drawing-room  at  St. 
James's.  People,  at  all  acquainted 
with  affairs,  know  the  falfehood  of 
fuch  intelligence  by  the  mere  coniide- 
ration  of  the  dates  and  dilbinces. 
Thus  much  we  know  for  certain  from 
General  Burgoyne's  own  accounts, 
publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  that  he  had 
loft  in  aftions  with  the  enemy  upwards 
of  looo  men,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
writing  had  only  four  days  proviftons 
in  advance.  The  nation  will  now  de- 
termine, whether,  under  the  afi'ur- 
ances  of  men  who  huve  thus  deceived 
them,  they  will  perf:!:  in  profecuting 
a  war,  intended  originally  to  fubvert 
the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  and  end- 
ing, on  every  fuppoiltion,  in  the  ruin 
of  tliis  country. 


The  m.isfortuncs  and  difgraces  of 
our  arms,  in  this  unhappy,  and  in- 
f^ne  American  war,  are  not  owing  to 
our  Generals,  Admirals,  or  other  of- 
iicers,  but  to  the  v/ant  of  ability  in 
our  Minifters ;  or  rather,  to  fpeak 
properly,  to  the  miibondudl  of  Lord 
George  Germain.  This  noblemen 
went  into  his  prefent  office,  Vv'here, 
by  his  Situation,  and  department,  he 
muil  have  the  conducting  of  the  v/ar  ; 
and  for  this  exprefs  and  particular 
purpofe  he  went  into  that  office. 
He  accepted  the  feals  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1775.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  J  776  {near  Ji've  months  after, 
he  became  the  Vv'ar  Miniller),  Gene- 
ral Hov/e  was  driven  out  of  Bollon. 
He  was  neccffitated,  in  the  m.oft  ha- 
zardous feafon,  to  go  to  Halifax, 
there  being  no  other  place  open  to 
him.  However,  he  left  Commcd.^re 
Eankes  (fince  dead  of  a  broken  heart) 
at  the  mouth  of  Bollon  harbour,  in 
cafe  any  advices  Ihculd  come  from 
England,  to  fend  them  to  Halifax. 
On  the  1 2th  of  May  he  fent  an  ac- 
count of  the  meafures  he  had  been 
obliged  to  take,     This  letcer  he  di- 


refted  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  He 
did  not  know  that  Lord  Dartmouth 
was  removed  from  the  American  of- 
fice. Lord  George  Germain  had 
not  fent  him  even  a  common  official 
notice  of  his  own  appointment.  Ge- 
neral Howe  was  left  to  aft  as  he  could. 
Lord  George  fent  him  no  orders ;  he 
had  prepared  no  plan  of  operations 
for  the  campaign,  although  he  had 
now  been  fo  many  months  in  offi.ce. 
Foreign  troops  were  hired ;  an  im- 
menfe  expence  was  incurred  ;  all  was 
hurry  and  bullle  at  the  Secretary's 
office  ;  fine  fpeeches,  and  great  pro- 
mifes,  were  made  in  Parliament. 
Still  there  was  no  plan  of  operations 
framed.  Every  thing  was  left  to 
chance.  When  the  Minifter  heard  of 
the  evacuation  of  Bofton,  he  did  not 
fend  any  inllruftions  to  Gen.  Howe  ; 
although  the  General  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  llation  Commodore 
Bankes,  to  forward  any  to  him,  in. 
cafe  any  ihould  come.  On  the  10th. 
of  June,  General  Howe  left  Halifax; 
and  on  the  29th  he  arrived  at  Staten- 
Ifiand.  On  the  6th  of  May  the  fo- 
reign troops,  and  on  the  12  th  of  May 
Lord  Howe,  failed  from  Portfm.outh 
for  America.  General  Howe  was  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  deiigns  of  the 
Miniftry ;  and  the  Miniftry  were  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  deiigns  of  Ge- 
neral Howe.  Here  the  ill  effefts  be- 
gan to  appear,  oi  there  being  «r>  plan 
of  oheratioy.s  laid  down.  The  foreign 
troops  weie  obliged  to  go  to  Halifax, 
to  know  where  General  Howe  was ; 
and  Lord  Hov.-e,  though  he  failed 
after  them,  was  obliged  to  do  the 
fame.  When  they  arrived  at  Halifax, 
they  were  told  General  Howe  was 
gone  to  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
York.  The  army  and  yldmiral  pro- 
ceeded like  the  firll  adventurers, 
along  the  coall  of  America,  looking 
out  for  a  place  to  land  at,  in  a  gi^at, 
populous,  and  hofpitable  country, 
that  but  yellerday  (as  it  were)  was  all 
cur  own ;  but  which,  the  mad  policy 
of  an  ignoiiUit  and  infamous  Miaiilrv, 

had 


(     400     ) 

liitd  made  defpcrate.  On  the  1 2th  of  under  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  General 
Augiift,  the  fleets  and  armies  all  Clinton,  and  the  expedition  on  the 
joined  at  Staten-Ifland.  The  feafon  Mohawk  River,  under  Colonel  St. 
being  fo  far  advanced,  nothing  was  Leger,  the  man  deferves  to  be  fet 
tlone  this  campaign,  but  taking  New-  down  as  a  lunatic,  who  contrived 
York,  It  was  not  General  Howe's 
fault,  that  more  was  not  done,  but 
the  fault  of  the  Minilter,  who  afted 
UDOn   no  fyftem,  who  laid  down  no 


them.  And  as  to  the  operations  of 
General  Howe,  the  feafon  is  too  far 
advanced  for  them  to  be  attended  with 
any   material    confequences,     except 


ricans  in  the  art  of  war. 


plan  ;  who  left  every  thing  to  chance,     giving  further  inilrudlions  to  the  Ame- 
Great  promifes   were  again  made  in       "  '      " 

Parliament;  America  was  to  be  con- 
quered in  1777  ;  and  the  army  being 
there,  and  on  the  fpot,  the  conqueil 
would   go    on    moft   rapidly.      Lord 


It  is  curious  to  recolleil  the  fuccef- 

fion   of  minillerial    fal (hoods,    with 

which  England,  and  all  Europe  has, 

George  Germain, it  may  be  prefiimed,     from  year  to  year,  been  deluded.     At 

by   this  time,    faw  his   error  in  not     the  pafTing  of  the  Bollon   Port  Bill, 


having  laid  down  Jome  plan  of  opera- 
tions. Pie  conceived  a  defign  of 
marching  through  the  country,  from 
Canada  to  New- York.  This  was  his 
f.rft,  and  the  only  plan  he  has  formed 
fmce  he  came  into  office.  Of  theyo/Ty 
of  this  plan,  the  faft  is  recent,  and 
undeniable.  It  has  been  rendered 
abortive.  But  fuppofe  it  to  have 
been  fucccfsful,  of  what ///2' v/as  it? 
General  Burgoyne  might  be  faid  to 
have  marched  acrofs  the  country  ;  but 
it  could  not  be  faid,  that  he  had  cnn- 
quered  an  inch  of  it.  But  the  plan 
was  imperfefi  ;  which  fhews  the  n.vant 
f>f  •i.v'iftio7n  in  the  framer.  To  have 
t.;nfured  the  fuccefs  of  it,  General 
Howe  lluHikl  have  had  orders  to  go 
up  tlie  Hudibn's  River.  In  that  caie 
the  ivvo  armies  might,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability would,  have  met.  But  Ge- 
neral Howe  had  no  fuch  orders  :  he 
was  left  to  himieif,  to  aiSl  as  he  pleaf- 
fd.  And  now,  the  imperfedion  of 
the  plan  being  obvious,  and  it  having 
miscarried  through  wantof  wildom  in 
the  framer,  the  hlanie  is  thrown  upon 
General  Howe.  Every  runner,  from 
Mr.  Hans  Stanley  downward,  are 
violent  againlt  the  Howes.  Even 
Lord  Mansfield  abufes  the  Howes. 
This  is  the  olJ  trick,  of  throv/ing  the 
blame,  that  juflly  belongs  to  the  Mi- 
niftry,  upon  the  unforcuua',;e  officers. 
As  to  the  expedition  againfl  Carolina, 


we  were  told  that  Bollon  would  be 
immediately  at  the  Mmifter's  feet ; 
that  the  other  towns  of  MafTachufetts 
Bay  would  defert  their  capital,  and 
rejoice  at  the  profpeft  of  increafing 
their  own  trade,  at  the  expence  of 
Bollon.  When  the  contrary  cf  this 
happened,  when  not  only  the  v^rtoli^ 
province  of  Mafiachufetts  Bay,  but 
all  New  England,  efpoufed  the  caufe 
of  Bofton,  v/e  were  then  told  that  the 
New  Englanders  nuere  hated  by  the 
Southern  Colonies,  and  would  be  de- 
ferred by  them.  When  this  too 
proved  falfe,  and  when  it  was  refolv- 
ed  to  aifemble  a  Congrefs,  we  were 
for  feveral  months  affured,  that  the 
members  would  never  meet ;  wheri 
they  had  met,  v/e  were  promifed  that 
they  would  quarrel  and  feparate ; 
and  when  they  had  formed  their  non- 
importation and  non-exportation  agre- 
ment,  we  were  told  that  thofe  agree- 
ments would  never  be  obferved. 
When  it  was  found  that  they  were 
moft  llriftly  obferved,  and  that  holH-' 
lities  were  likely  to  commence,  we 
were  told  that  the  cowardly  Ameri- 
cans v^/ould  never  dar^  to  aiTemble 
in  arms,  and  that  two  Britilh  regi- 
ments would,  in  two  months,  march 
through  and  fubdne  all  the  rebellious 
colonies,  when  at  Lexinpto-a,  Concordy 


and   BunL 
eXjferience 


v-'j   Hill, 
to    the 


we   had   woeful 

contrary ;    when 

twenty 


(     401     ) 

t\v(!!,ty  Britifli  regiments  were  buried     the  hot  months  of  July  and  Auguf!; 


ifear  twelve  months  in  Bollon,  and 
fin.-illy  driven  out  of  it,  we  were 
grr.vcly  told,  that  General  Howe  had 
only  changed  his  pofaion,  and  gone  to 
Halifax  ijT  his  ivay  to  Nc=tv-Tor/: ; 
that"^  New-York  was  the  place  from 
whence  all  America  would  be  ipeedily 
fubdued;  when  New- York  was  ob- 
tained, and  when  Genera!  Howe's 
operations  from  thence  were  frullrat- 
ed,  viz.  thofe  againll  New  England 
at  the  mite  Plains,  and  thofe  againll 
Philadelphia  at  Trenton,  Prince-to-Lvn, 
i5c.  we  were  then  told,  that  the  fleet, 
the  army,  the  German  and  Britiih 
reinforcements,  &c.  had  arrived  at 
New-York  too  late  in  the  feafon  ;  but 
that  being  now  all  on  the  fpot,  ready 
for  early  aftion,  Philadelphia  at  leall 
would  be  taken  in  the  enfuing  April, 
and  all  America  fubdued  before  Au- 
guft.  April  and  May  however  pafTed, 
and  Philadelphia  was  unmolefted.  In 
June  the  reinforcements  and  lupplies 
from  Europe  being  arrived,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  advance   to  Phi- 


and  that  the  direft  way  to  Philadel- 
phia was  to  fail  from  the  Delaware 
fouthwards  to  Virginia,  and  then 
northwards  up  ChefapeakBay  through 
Maryland.  When  this  ihal!  be  done, 
and  when  the  Britiih  army  annoyed 
by  Waihington's  forces,  and  by  au- 
tumnal agues,  &c.  finds  another 
chavge  of  pofition  expedient,  we  fhall 
then  be  told  that  Georgia  is  the  place, 
from,  which,  above  all  others,  Ame- 
rica can  be  bell  over-run  and  fubdued. 
I  fay  Georgia,  becaufe  every  other 
place  between  that  and  Halifax  has 
been  already  tried,  either  by  General 
Howe,  or  by  General  Clinton  and 
Sir  Peter  Parker.  In  refiecfting  upon 
this  regular  fuccefficn  of  Court  tales 
and  promifes,  one  is  at  a  lofs  whether 
he  fliould  moft  admire  the  impudence 
of  thofe  who  propagate,  or  the  folly 
of  thofe  who  believe  them  ;  and  who 
are  IHII  ready  to  believe,  that  the 
Colonies  will  yet  be  fubdued,  after 
having  three  years  baffled  all  our  ef- 
forts, having  formed  and  firmly  eilab- 


ladelphia  ;  it  was  fruftrated,  and  the  lilheJ  their  refpeiTuve  conlHtutions  of 

^ritifa  army  driven  entirely  out  of  Jer-  go\ernment,   trained  and  difciplined 

fey,  v/here  they  had  fuffered  fo  much  their  inhabitants,  inlilled  and  colledl- 

to  maintain  a  footing  during  the  win-  ed  a  large  regular  army  to  ferve  dur- 

ter.     It  having  been  thus  difcovered  ing  the  war,  procured  immenfe  fup- 

that   New- York  was   not  the  proper  plies  of  artillery,  arms,  amm.unition, 

place  from  ^svhicrh   to  conquer  Ame-  cloathing,    &c.    and    become    ftrong 


rica,  we  were  told  that  zx^g\\\cx  change 
of  poftion  would  be  ufeful ;  that  the 
X^iakers  of  Philadelphia  had  changed 
their  religion,  and  taken  up  arms; 
and  that  the  Britifli  army  mull:  go  up 
the  Delaware  by  fea  and  join  the 
(^^akers,  and  put  an  end  to  the  Con- 
grefs  and  the  rebellion  at  once.  When 
General  and  Lord  Howe  had  failed 
up  the  Delaware,  and  found  it  necef- 
firv  to  fail  do^vn  again,  becaufe  there 
were  not  quite  5000  Quakers  in  arms, 
it  was  then  dilcovered  that  the  belt 
way  to  preferve  the  health  of  an  army, 
was  to  croud  the  foldiers  into  the 
holds  and  tranfports,    feed  them  on 


enough  in  that  country,  and  at  that 
diftance,  to  refifi  all  Europe. 


Adriirahy-Ofki,  OQ.  6,  1777. 
Copy  of  a  lettet  frotn  Lieutenant 
BouRCHiER,  commanding  his  Ma- 
jefty's  pip  Druid,  to  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, Seceretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. 
Druid,  at  Spit  head,   Oc7.  3,    1 777. 

"   Sir, 

"  I  beg  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 

the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commif- 

fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  I  arrived  at 

this  place  at  nine  o'clock  this  morn- 


ing, with  his  Majcfty's  flocp  Druid 
falted  provifions,  and  fend  them  on  a  under  my  command,  under  thedirec- 
fea  voyage  for  four  or  live  weeks,  in    tions   of  the    Hon.  Capt.  William 

E  e  e  Finch, 
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Finch,  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Camel ; 
and  to  inform  their  LortUhips,  that 
on  the  4th  of  September,  in  the  lati- 
tude 40.   33.   N.  longitude  50.  17. 
W.   at  half  pall  four  in  the  evening, 
we  difcovered  a  llrange  fail  on  our 
larboard  quarter,  bearing  Well,  and 
fleering  for  us  :  we  were  then  (from 
the  irregularity   of  the  fleet)   about 
five  miles  diltant  from  the  Camel,  to 
windward,  repeating   the  fignal    for 
the  convoy   to  go  under  the  Camel's 
flern,  and  obliging  thofe  ihips  to  bear 
down  ;  the  Weazle  at  a  great  diftance 
$0  leeward,  and  out  of  our  fight. 

"  We  cleared  ihip  for  action,  and 
turned  all  hands  to  quarters.  At  five 
o'clock  fhe  came  within  piftol  fliot, 
when  I  could  plainly  perceive  her  to 
be  a  rebel  privateer,  mounting  38  or 
40  guns,  her  decks  and  tops  full  of 
men ;  fhe  hailed,  and  defired  us  to 
itrike  to  the  honour  of  the  Congrefs's 
colours,  hoilled  her  enfign,  and  be- 
gan to  engage.  The  firil  broadfide 
fent  a  fhot  through  Captain  Carte- 
ret's thigh  bone,  and  killed  the  mafter, 

"  I  then  took  the  command  on  the 
quarter    deck,    and    continued    the 
atflion.     At  half  pall:  five  Ihe  came 
elofe  alongfide,  and  kept  an  irregular, 
but  very  hot  firing.     At  fix  flie  made 
fail  a-head.     I  attempted  to  do  the 
fame,  and  keep  her  broadfide  on,  bat 
the  fliattered  condition  of  the  rigging 
rendered  the  fails  almoll:  iifelefs    to 
the  fhip.     As  the  had-fiiils  only  were 
of  fervice,     we   edged    away,     and 
kept  her  nearly  on  our  bow  till  twenty 
minutes  paft  fix.     She  then  had  the 
wind  abaft,  flieered  oH',  hauled  down 
her  colours,  and  made   fail.     I   at- 
tempted to  wear  fhip,  and  rake  her  ; 
but  the  rigging  being  entirely  fhot  to 
pieces,  could  not   bring    her  round. 
I  then  tried  to  make  what  fail  I  could, 
and  purfue   the  enemy,    but  found 
moft  of  the  mafls  and  yards  wounded, 
and  the  rigging.  Sec.  as  in  the    in- 
clofed  defeil  of  the  fhip,  with  four 
feet  ten  inches  water  in  the  hold, 

**  At  half  pail  feven  we  brought 


to,  with  our  fbrefail  and  mrzen  o& 
cur  larboard  tack,  to  plug  the  fliot 
holes  between  wind  and  water,  clear 
the  wreck,  and  pump  the  fhip  out. 

*'  I  then  perceived  another  rebel 
privateer  laying  to,,  bearing  S.  S.  W, 
fix  or  feven  miles  off,  and  by  her  ap- 
pearance I  fuppofe  fhe  mounted  about 
20  guns.  The  Camel  was  then  in 
chace  about  two  or  three  miles  dif- 
tant ;  foon  after  the  Weazle  fpoke  to 
us,  and  ga\  e  chace  alfo. 

"  I  am  forry  to  inform  their  Lord- 
fiiips,  that  the  firft  broadfi-de  which 
was  fired  killed  the  Mailer  andv/ound- 
ed  Capt.    Carteret  in  the  left  thigh, 
of  which  he  died  the  nextmopuing, 
after  undergoing  an  amputation.     I 
fhould  do  the  greatelt  inj.ulUce  vi^as  I 
to  omit  acquainting  their  Lordfhips^ 
that  although  Capt.  Carteret  was  fo 
dangeroufly  wounded,    it    was   with, 
great  difiiculty  he  could  be  perfuaded 
to  quit  the  deck :  his  fortitude  and 
intrepidity  was  fuch,  that  he  wifhed 
to  have  remained  on  deck  to  fee  the 
fervice   performed ;    but  the   lofs  of 
blood  was  fo  great,  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary'  to  carry  him  to  the  furgeon. 
And  I  fhould  be  wanting  in  gratitude 
and  juflice,  if  I  omitted  to  mention 
the  remarkable  bravery  of  the  ofiicers, 
feamen,  and  marines,  during  the  ac- 
tion, and  the  alertnefs  they  fhewed, 
v/lth   the  fatigue  they  went  through, 
to  put  the  fhip  in  a  Itate  of  fervice, 
when  aftion  was  hourly  expefted ;  for 
three  days  and  nights  the  rebels  wera 
in  fight. 

"  Inclofedyou  have  a:  lift  of  th$ 
killed  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moH  obedient  humWe  fervant, 
John  Bourghier.'* 
uf  lijl  cf  men  hilled  on   board  his  Ma- 
jejly  s  Jloop   Druid  the  ^th  ef  8ep^ 
tejnber,  ^7TJ,  in  aSiion  vjith  a  re- 
bel pri'vateer,  viz. 
Mr.   John  Wilfon,  Mafter ;  John 
Crambron,  feaman;  George  Baker, 
Simon  Salifbury,  Lawrence  Macely, 
Blaine*  ;  and  Henry  Hallcott,  a  boy. 

Died 
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Died  of  their  ^vcunds  p.nce  nation. 

Peter  Carteret,  Efq.  Commander; 
George  Smith,  invalid  ;  George 
^Vhite,  marine,  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  Patrick  Lowry,  feaman,  on 
the  1 9th  of  ^eptember;  and  John 
Fennigan,  I'eamen,  on  the  2 ill. 
Wounded. 

Mr.  John  "Wigg.Tn,  Mailer  Mate ; 
Mr.  James  Nicholfon,  Lieutenant  of 
marines;  John  Plumbley,  James Con- 
nel,  James  Stanton,  Daniel  Butler, 
Peter  Chapman,  John  Scully,  Ri- 
■chard  AuiUn,  William  Wallbrook, 
Charles  Robertfon,  James  Thomas, 
Thomas  Connolly,  and  John  Wood, 
feamen  ;  Mr.  Nicholas  Poulfon,  Sur- 
geon's Mate  ;  Thomas  Dunn,  James 
Miller,  Thomas  Allbut,  James  Mur- 
ray, Robert  Ofborn,  marines  j  and 
Samuel  Ketfon,  a  boy. 

John  Bourchier. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fnm  Commodore 
Thompson,  to  the  Marine 
Committee  o/'Congress,  dated 
t>n  board  the  Raleigh,  at  Jea,  Sept. 
28,  I777>  in  latitude  49.  35. 
North,  long.  13.  1 3.  Weft ^  from 
London,  'vi-x. 

*'  Honourable  Gentlemen, 
*'  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  we  had  a  fine  paflage  off  of 
the  coafi:  of  America.  The  third  day 
after  failing  I  fell  in  with  and  took 
a  fmall  fchooner  from  New- York, 
tound  to  Halifax,  in  ballalt,  except- 
ing 20  barrels  of  flour,  275  Spanifh 
milled  dollars,  137  counterfeited 
bills,  of  30  dollars  each,  in  imitation 
of  the  bills  emitted  by  Congrefs, 
May  the  10th,  1775;  ^""^  4°  couk- 
terfeited  bills,  of  feven  dollars  each, 
imitating  the  MafTachufetts  fword-in- 
hand  money ;  the  whole  making 
439G  dollars,  which  I  fhall  commit 
to  the  flames,  after  preferving  fam- 
ples.  The  fchooner  being  of  little 
value  we  burnt  her.  Next  day  we 
fell  in  with  a  Bermudas  veflel  from 
Halifax,  which  I  releafed  after  fup- 
plying  the  Captain  ^kh  provifioBS^ 


which  they  had  refufed  to  fell  him,  or 
jiermit  him  to  carry  out  of  Nova 
Scotia." 

"  At  day-light,  Sept.  2,  we  took 
a  fnovv  called  the  Nancy,  Capt. 
Hooper,  from  St.  Vincent's,  being 
part  of  the  Windward  Ifland  fleet, 
which  had  out  failed  her  the  day  be- 
fore. Having  by  this  capture  dif- 
covered  the  fituation  of  the  fleet,  and 
found  that  they  were  convoyed  by  the 
Camel,  Druid,  Wea7.el,  and  Grafs- 
hopper  iTiips  of  war  (the  former  a  very 
large  lofty  fliip,  carrying  twenty-two 
12  pounders)."  1  he  Commodore 
continues,  "  After  difpatching  the 
fnow  for  the  firft  fafe  port  in  the 
United  States,  we  made  fail  in  queft 
of  the  fleet,  and  next  morning  difco- 
xered  them  from  the  mail  head  ;  at 
fun-fet  we  were  neai'  enough  to  dillin- 
guilh  the  leading  fliip,  as  well  as 
their  number,  which  was  fixty  fail, 
bearing  Eail  by  North  ;  the  wind  be- 
ing then  Weft,  I  made  a  fignal,  a« 
being  one  of  the  fleet  left  aftern  (for 
I  had  poflefled  myfelf  of  the  ftgnal 
from  the  prize).  I  hailed  Capt.  Hin- 
man,  and  told  him  my  intention  was 
to  run  into  the  fie<;t  in  th^  morning, 
and  attack  the  convoy,  which  I 
thought  we  were  able  to  ddtroy ;  I 
therefore  ordered  him  to  keep  clofe 
under  the  Raleigh's  ftern,  until  we 
come  alongfide  the  Commodore,  which 
fliip  we  would  both  attack.  Un- 
luckily in  the  night,  the  wind  fliifted 
to  North ;  the  fleet  then  hauled  up 
clofe  to  the  wind,  which  brought  us 
to  leeward  ;  in  the  morning  it  came 
to  blow  frelh  ;  at  day-light  we  faw 
the  body  of  the  fleet  bearing  about 
N.  E.  at  two  or  three  leagues  dif- 
tance,  fl:eering  Eaft  North  Eaft  :  we 
made  fail,  and  the  Raleigh  foon 
fetched  up  to  the  fleet,  under  double 
reefed  topfails  j  but  the  Alfred  being 
tender-flded,  could  not  carry  fail, 
and  therefore  fell  a  great  way  to  lee- 
ward, and  aftern.  I  could  not  take 
in  any  fail,  for  fear  of  being  difco- 
vered  to  be  a  Itrange  fliip ;  we  there- 

£  e  e  a  fore 
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fore  kept  our    fails  fliaking   in    the 
wind,    thinking    the    Alfred    might 
come  up  ;  but  Capt.  Hinman  made 
fignal  that  his   (hip  was  ovcrprefied 
with   fail ;  feeing    no  chance  of  his 
coming  up,  and  being  fearful  of  be- 
ing difcovered,  T  determined  to  make 
fail,  and  ftand  into  the  fleet,  and  take 
my  chance   alone.     While   we  were 
laying  to,  moll  of  the  merchant  ihips 
had  got  a-head  into  the  fleet  ;  how- 
ever, I  hauled  in  and  palled  a  few 
of  them,  and  defired  them  to  go  under 
the  Commodore's  Hern.    By  this  they 
took  us  to  be    fome    Britifli    frigate 
which  had  joined  the  fleet.     I  Hood 
en  clcfe  to  the  wind,  making  for  one 
of  the  fnips  of  war  which  was  to  the 
windward  of  all  the  fleet,  repeating 
the  Commodore's  flgnals.    Our  ports 
were  down,    and    our  guns    honfed, 
and   we    Ihot    up   alongfide,     within 
piftol  fliot  ;    then  we   up  fails,    out 
guns,     hoiiled    Continental    colours, 
and  bid  them  ftrike  to  the  Thirteen 
United  States  :  fudden  furprize  threw 
them  into  confufion,  and  their  fai'.s 
flew  all  aback  ;  unon  which  we  com- 
plimented  them  with  a  gun  for  each 
State   (a  whole  brcadflde    into   their 
liull)  ;  there  was  a  great  fwell,  which 
made  our  fhots  uncertain  ;  however, 
they  feemed  to  tell  pretty  well ;  the 
enemy    then  returned   the    fire,    and 
the  aition  commenced.     Our  fecond 
broadfide  >vas  aimed  at  their  rigging, 
which  had  its  dcfircd  effecl :  our  fhot 
cut  away  their  top  fail  flieets,  topfail 
yards,  part  of  the  main  yard,  braces, 
bowlines,  and   at  cnce  difabled  and 
rendered  them  incapable  of  ileering 
the  fliip,  or  making  fail,  tou-ards  the 
Commodore,  who  lay  to  the  lecvard. 
In  about   a  quarter  of  an   hour   all 
hands   quitted   quarters   on   board   the 
Britijh  man  of  <ijjar ;  nve  cleared  her 
decks  totally  ;    nnt   a   man   nuas  feen, 
nor   a   gun  fired    on    board   her,   for 
tnventy    miymtes    before   njoe   left    her. 
She    lay   like  a   log    along  fde  of  us, 
entirely  at  the  mercy  ofourjhat,  which 
flew  very  thick ;  we  fired  twelve  broad  - 


fides,   befides  a  conlbmt  fire  from  our 
mufquetry;    we    were    alongfide   of 
her  forty-five  minutes ;  when  we  left 
her,  fl-ie  feemed  to  be  v\ater  locrged, 
and   in    a  mcft    fliattered   condition. 
During   this   little  engagement,   my 
oilicers    and    men  behaved   with  the 
greatell  fortitude  and  refolution,  par- 
ticularly  the    green    hands.       I    was 
very  glad  of  this  little  opportunity  to 
try  the  men  and  guns,  both  of  which 
exceeded  mv  expeflations.     We  re- 
ceived but  little  damage  ;  one  of  the 
enemy's  fliot  went  through  our  fide, 
and   feveral   ftuck  in    it ;  they    fired 
high,  and  fliot  away  fome  of  our  run- 
ning rigging  ;  their  grape  ihot  and 
mufquetry  made  feveral  holes  through 
our    fiils.     If  it   could   be  fuppofcd 
that  they  had  any  fixed  intention  after 
fuch  a  furprize,  it  was  to  difable  us, 
that  the  other  fliip  might  come  up 
to  their  afliftance.    My  intention  was 
to  fmk  the  enemy's  ikip,  if  I  could 
not  \ix\n%  her  oft",  and  1  Ihould  have 
elledlually  funk  her  in  a  few  minutes 
more,    could   we    have    ftaid.       Our 
firing  had  thrown  the  fleet  into  con- 
fufion ;  a  fquall  prevented  them  from 
feeing  us  at  firfl  ;  when  it  cleared  up, 
one  was  running  one  way,  and  one 
another :  fome  upon  the  wind,  and 
fome   before   it :  their   Commodore, 
and  the  other  fliips  of  force,  tacked 
and  flood  right  for  us  ;  but  had  not 
the  wind  favoured  him,  and  we  drifted 
to  leeward,  he  could  not  have  fetched 
us,  and  I  fliould  certainly  have  funk 
the   ihip :    however   I  flaid  by   her, 
until  he   came  pretty  near,  and  we 
being  in  danger  of  being  furrounded, 
1    made   fail    and    ran    down  to    the 
Alfred,    who  was   lying  about  four 
miles  to  the  leeward.  Capt.  Hinman, 
on   feeinf  me  ene;a'/ed,  had   hauled 
up   his    ccurfes,  and   hoiiled   Conti- 
nental colours;    when   we  had    got 
pretty  near  the  Alfred,  I  took  in  top 
gallant   fails,    and  ihortened  fail    to 
v/ait  for  the  Britilh  Commodore,  but 
he  foon  tacked  and  Hood  again  into 
the  fleet ;  it  was  then  about  fun-fet ; 

we 
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we  have  fince  challenged  him  for  three 
days  rucceffneiy  to  come  out  ot  his 
fleet,  and  engage  us,  but  he  declines 
the  challenge  :  himfelf  and  the  other 
^rmed  ihips  keep  clofe  together,  a 
little  ailern  of  the  fleet,  and  fine 
weather  favours  them  ;  we  wait  for  a 
ftorm,  and  then  if  any  advantage  of- 
fers, intend  to  make  the  befl  ufe  of 
it ;  bu-t  we  mull  not  venture  among 
tliem  as  they  are  now  prepared,  nei- 
ther can  we  trull  to  the  Alfred's  lliiling. 
Had  flie  been  a  lliff  Ihip,  and  lailed 
equally  well  with  the  Raleigh,  we 
Ihould  in  all  probability  have  dellroy- 
ed  the  convo)',  and  difperfed  the 
whole  fleet,  badly  manned  as  we  are, 
having  only  iSo  men,  chiefly  green 
hands":  I  cannot  trull  to  working  the 
Ihip  were  I  to  go  into  the  fleet ;  but 
if  the  enemy  will  attack  where  we 
have  room,    we  are   able  to  defend 


ourfelves,  or  deftroy  them.  I  could 
at  firll  hive  cut  off  feveral  of  the  mer- 
chantmen, but  mull  by  that  means 
have  been  difco\ered,  and  thereby 
have  loll  our  chance  at  the  King's 
fliips  ;  and  I  am  determined  never  to 
ivar  againjl  the  merchantSy  <ivhere  I 
ha-ve  an  opportunity  of  -o:aringagai)iJl 
the  King.  I  Ihould  have  preferred 
finking  that  fliip  to  the  richell  capture 
in  the  Heet.  My  ofiicers  are  invariably 
of  the  fame  fcntiments.  Our  lofs  in 
the  adion  was  only  one  boy  killed 
and  another  wounded,  excepting  that 
the  firll  Lieutenant  received  a  flight 
wound  in  the  thigh.  Our  rigging 
and  fails  were  damaged,  but  are  now 
in  good  repair. 

I  am,  Hon.  Gentlemen, 
Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)        Thomas  Thompson." 


Lijl  of  Ships  andVeJfeh  taken  by  American  Pri-vateers,  continued  from  page  Io8. 


Ships  Najnes  and  Mafers. 
Aftive,  Clarke, 
Aftive,  Fairbone, 
Adventure,  Noinfkley, 
Ad\enture, 

Ann  Sufanna,  Johnfon, 
Anna,  Skilton, 
Annabella,  Ladd, 
Apalachicola,  Ogilvie, 
Apollo,  Collins, 
Argo,  Smith, 
Argus,  Donaldfon, 
Ariadne,  Cox, 

Arthur  and  Betty,  Prittijohn, 
Athol,  Wadie, 
Bedford,  De  Goris, 
BeUifle,   Ribbie,  M'Gomery, 
Betfey,  Toleman, 
Betfey,  Waring, 
Betfey, 

Betfey,  Horrick, 
Betfey,  Keyhoe, 
Betty,  Darcy, 
Betfey,  Muu", 
BloiTom, 
Bonetta,  Fox, 
Bonne  Intelligence,  Bienvenu, 


From  and  to 
Quebec  to  England,  retaken. 

Ireland  to  New-York. 
Leeward  Iflands  to  Halifax. 
Newfoundland  to  Bilboa. 
Jamaica  to  London. . 
Brillol  to  Dominica. 
Corke  to  Jamaica. 
London  to  St.  Auguftine. 
Corke  to  the  Well-Indies. 
London  to  New  York. 
Barbadoes  to  Quebec,  retaken. 

Antigua  to  Londonderry, 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Halifax  to  Dominica, 
Cowes  for  Quebec. 
From  Whitehaven. 

Leeward  Iflands  to  New- York,  retaken. 
Barbadoes  to  Q^xebec,  retaken. 

Oporto  to  Brilloi. 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Dublin  to  Jamaica. 
Dublin  to  Antiyua. 
belonging  to  Antigua. 
cut  out  of  Kingllon  Harbour, 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Rotterdam  to  Gucrnfey. 


Brig, 


Slips  Nxfnes  and  Majfers. 
Brig, 

Britannia,  Crockatt, 
Brothers,  Herbert, 
Brothers,  Atkinfon, 
Brothers,  Murphy, 
brothers,  Kelly, 
Brunfwick,  Service, 
Catlierine,  Truman, 
Catherine,  Scallion, 
Caefor,  Tolias, 
Caviar,  O'Brien, 
iCjefa-r,  Sedgley, 
Charlotte,  Paxton, 
Charming  Jenny,  Walker, 
Channing  Polly, 
Charming  Sally,  Hill, 
ChrilHan,  Dourich, 
Ciiriftian,  Danett, 
Chriltie,  Hall. 
Clarendon,  Crowley, 
Cleveland,   Norman, 
Ciifton,  Obryan, 
Conde  Arand'e,  Wakeham, 
Cornwall,  Hardcaftle, 
Crawfurd,  Alexander, 
Devoniliire,  Fillier, 
Piana, 

l^orothy,  M'Donoiigh, 
Dover,  Walfty, 
Dublin,  Durham, 
Ealrley,  AuHin, 
bdward  and  Ann,  Erown, 
Kleanor,  Bailey, 
Elizabeth,  Byrne, 
Elizabeth,  Douting, 
^^mpcror  of  Germsny, 
Endeavour,  MelJiih) 
Either,  aviftirallcr, 
Expedition,  Braithwaite, 
Falmouth,  Boog, 
Fanny,  Berwick, 
Favourite,  Grave, 
Flora,  Htberdine, 
Flora,  a  fchoont- r, 
jPl>,  Charter, 
I'^ly,  Hawr}', 
Fowey,  Cha'-.ncl, 
Fox,  an  Engliih  frigate, 
Friends,  Creditor., 
Friendihip,  Taylor, 
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From  and  to 
London  to  Limerick, 
London  to  Tobago. 
Liverpool  to  Jamaica. 
Newry  to  Antigua, 
London  to  Chepftow, 
Dublin  to  Oporio. 
Glafgcw  to  Newfoundland. 
Jamaica  to  London, 
Dublin  to  Antigua. 
WelKIndies  to  New- York. 
London  to  Barbadoes. 
Newfoundland  to  New- York. 
Jamaica  to  Briftol. 
Memel  to  Workington. 
Jamaica  to  London. 
Malaga  to  London, 
belonging  to  St.  Vincent's. 
Well  Indies  to  L-eland. 

Jamaica  to  London. 
London  to  Halifax. 
Jamaica  to  Quebec. 
St.  John's  to  Well-Indies. 
Antigua  to  London. 
Greenock  to  St.  Ubes. 
Tortola  to  England. 
Halifax  to  Newfoundland. 
Briftol  to  Jamaica. 
Oporto  to  London, 
Halifax  to  the  Well-Indies. 
Newfoundland  to  Oporto. 
Koningfberg  to  Liverpool, 
on  the  Banks  of  Newtoundland. 
Liverpool  to  Weil-Indies, 
belonging  to  Corke. 
Briilol  to  Well-Indies, 
London  to  Spain. 
Corke  to  New- York. 
Whitehaven  to  Norway. 

Chj-iiliana  to  London, 
Morpeth  to  Dublin, 
Well-Indies  to  Nevv'-York. 
belonging  to  Jamaica. 
Corke  to  Nev/-York. 
Alicant  to  Newfoundland, 
W'aterford to  Halifax, 
in  America, 

Weil-lndits  to  New- York. 
JBay  of  Rofes  to  London. 


worth  15,0001. 


ranfomed. 
burnt. 


retaken. 


retakea. 


retaken. 


funk, 
retaken. 
burnt, 
funk. 


retakes, 
retaken. 


Fnendfhi|i, 


Ship  3   'Names  and  Majiers. 
Friendiliip,  Efthlll, 
Fox,  Foriey, 
Free  Mafon,  Stevens, 
Fortune,  Kinguen, 
Gafcoyne,  Thoburn, 
General  Payne,  Adams, 
Grace,  Woodley, 
Greyllock,  Clerk, 
Grog,  Cocken, 
Hanover  Planter,  Luncy, 
Harmony,  Friendiliip, 
Harriott,  Wilfon, 
Hermit,  M'DowIand, 
Honour,   Cafey, 
Jamaica,  Wattji, 
James,  Ruflel, 
Jane, 

Jane,  Wallace, 
Janet, 

Jafon,  Hitchinfon, 
Jafper,  Cuthbut, 
Jenny  and  Peggy,  Howe, 
Jenny  and  Sally,  Drummond, 
Jenny,  RufTel, 
Jenny,  Wood, 
Induftry,  Bodmin, 
John,  Wilkie, 
John  and  Thomas,  Yovvart, 
Judith,  Lefthoufe, 

Juno,  Barnes, 
JCinnoul,  Ramfay, 

Lark,  Whalley, 

Larke,  Kentiibeer, 

La  Ville  de  Bayonne,  Regnier 

Le  Lorging, 

Leonara, 

Little  Betfey,  Freeman, 

Littleton,  Johnfon, 

Lively  Martindale, 

Lively,  Morris, 

Lovely  Peggy,  Fitzgerald, 

Lucy,  Nichols, 

Lucy,  Watfor, 

Lydia,  Evans, 

Manning,  Brewer, 

Margaret  and  Mary,.  Izat, 

Maria, 

Maria,  Wames, 

Mary,  Meudall, 

Mary  and  Betty,  Thornton, 

Mary^^  Price, 


(   407    5 

From  and  ta 
New- York  to  London. 
London  to  Africa. 
Well-Indies  to  New-York. 
London  to  Cadiz, 
Africa  to  Weft-Indies. 
St.  Kitt's  to  London. 
Jamaica  to  Liverpool, 
Workington  to  Dublin, 
Corke  to  Antigua, 
Jamaica  to  London. 
Corke  to  New-York. 
Antigua  to  London, 
Jamaica  to  London. 
Corke  to  Newfoundland* 
Jamaica  to  London, 
from  G'af2;ow, 
belonging  to  Jerfey, 
London  to  Tortola, 
belonging  to  Irvine. 
Whitehaven  to  Peteriljurgh. 
London  to  New- York, 
Whitehaven  to  Ireland, 
GJafgow  to  Norway, 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland 
Falmouth  to  Quebec, 
belonging  to  Jerfey, 
Glafgow  to  St.  Ubes, 
Ncrv/ay  to  Dublin, 
London  to  St.  Auguftine. 
Newfoundland  to  Poole. 
Barcelona  to  Stettin. 
Corke  to  Barbadoes. 
belonging  to  Poole. 
,  Topiham  to  Naples, 
Yarmouth  to  Genoa. 
from  Mountibay, 
London  to  Venice. 
London  to  New-York, 


a  rich  French  flirp* 


retaken. 

funk. 

with  provifions. 


fhip  reftored* 


funk. 


with  ftores, 
funk. 


retaken, 
retaken. 
reilored. 
retaken. 


Antigua  to  New- York, 
Waterford  to  Nevvfcundland, 
Liverpool  to  Jamaica, 
Corke  to  Quebec. 
Liverpool  to  Jamaica. 
Jamaica  to  London. 
Halifax  to  London. 
Lynn  to  Briftol, 


a  French  fhlo. 
plundered. 


retaken, 
difmiifed. 


retaken. 


Cadiz  to  Newfoundland. 
Liverpool  to  Barafhannon. 
Newfoundland  to  a  market. 


burnt, 
burnt. 


Mercury, 


Ships  Names  and  MaJUcrs, 
Mercury,  Rowland, 
Merlin,  Taylor, 
Mercury,  Pearce, 
Molly,  Boufchel, 
Nancy,   Gibbs, 
Nancy,  Hooper, 
Nancy,  Laury, 
Nancy,  Payne, 
Nautillus,  Coney, 
New  Exeter,  Manning, 
Norman, 

Northampton,  Gray, 
Patty,  Green, 
Pegginwall, 
Peggy,  Attride, 
Peter,   Salmon, 
Polly,  Thompfon, 
Prince  MalTerano,  Warren, 
Prince  George, 
Prince  George,  White, 
Prifcllla,  Caffida, 
Property,  Hill, 
Patiey,  Handy, 
Queen  of  Portugal,  Tibby, 
Rebecca,  Witlierington, 
Rebecca,  Bell, 
Rebecca,  Calton, 
Relloration,  Robbins, 
Rhoda,  Butcher, 
Richard,  Ledger, 
Rifing  Sun,  Salter, 
Rofe,  Lewis, 
Royal  Bounty, 
Sally,  Mole, 
Sally,  Simpion, 
Sally,  Cleland, 
Sally,  M'Crofkie, 
Sally,  Rofe, 
Sally,  Marfhall, 
Samuel,  Roberts, 
Schooner,  a,  Atkins, 
Sir  William  Erfkine, 
Sifters,  Graham, 
Scberio,  '     ♦ 

Sophia,  Ayres, 
St.  George,  Moore, 

Succefs,  Crook, 
Swift,   Edwards, 
Thames,  Hill, 
Thomas,  Hall,    ■ 
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Fro7n  and  la 
Leith  to  Gibraltar, 
Greenock  to  the  Weil-Indies, 
Newfoundland  to  a  market. 
Greenock  to  Milthorp. 
Penfacola  to  Jamaica, 
St.  Vincent's  to  London. 
Jamaica  to  London, 
Malaga  to  Dublin, 
Greenland  to  England. 
Malaga  to  London. 
London  to  FLilifax, 
belonging  to  Lynn. 


retaken 

retaken- 
retaken. 


ranfomed. 


plundered. 


retaken. 

retaken, 
retaken. 


belonging  to  Belfaft. 

Corke  to  Liverpool. 

Newfoundland  to  Bilboa, 

Leeward  Mands  to  New-York, with  rum 

Bergen  to  Venice. 

Whitehaven  to  Jamaica, 

Brillol  toPvIadeira. 

Sligo  to  Liverpool, 

South-Carolina  to  Nantz, 

on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland 

Corke  to  Lifbon. 

Corke  to  the  Wefl-Lidies. 

Liverpool  to  Limerick. 

St.  Kitt's  to  London. 

(^ebec  to  Oporto, 

London  to  Venice. 

Workington  to  Dublin, 

Liverpool  to  Halifax. 

Atrica  to  Jamaica, 

Greenland  to  Leith. 

New- York  to  Barbadoes. 


retaken, 
funk. 

with  Haves. 


Lancaller  to  Antigua, 
Halifax  to  Waterford. 
Philadelphia  to  Nantz, 
Dartmouth  to  St.  John's. 
Weft-Indies  to  New-York, 
from  New-York, 
Clyde  to  New -York, 
Africa  to  the  Weft-Indies. 
Honduras  to  London, 
Leewai'd  Iflands  to  London, 
Africa  to  Grenada, 

London  to  Weft-Indies, 
Dublin  to  Jamaica. 
Oporto  to  Hull, 
Jamaica  to  New-York. 


retaken, 
retaken.  _ 

retaken. 

rum  and  fup-ar. 
with  money, 
retaken. 

plundred. 
retaken. 
450  flaves,  ivory, 
gold  duft,   &c. 
retaken. 

retaken. 

Thomas 
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Ships  2\ames  and  MaJ?grs.  Froffi  and  to 

Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  Watfon,Peter(burgh  to  Leith,  burnt. 

Thomas  and  Mary,  Dorreller,  belonging  to  Waterford,  retaken. 

Three  Brothers,  Johnfon,         Newfoundland  for  Barbadoes,    retaken. 

Corke  to  Lilbon. 
London  to  New- York,  with  80  Hefllans. 


Three  Sillers,  Malone, 
Tranfport  fhip, 
Triton,  Bertram, 
Triumph,   Cole, 
True  Briton,  Venture, 
Two  Friends,  Birch, 
Two  Friends,  M'Gregor, 
Venas,  Wilkes, 
Unicorn,  Mailers,     . 
Union,  Bell, 
Unity,  Worth, 
■Weymouth  Packet  Boatj 
William,  Callaghan, 
William  and  Mary,  Piatt. 
William,  Wadden, 


Jerfey  to  Honduras, 
Ireland  to  the  Mediterranean, 
belonging  to  London. 
Halif  IX  to  Louilburgh. 
Cadiz  to  New- York. 
Greenland  to  LiverpooL 
Honduras  to  London. 
Miffifippi  to  Dublin. 
Lilbon  to  Corke. 
Weft-Indies  to  Falmouth. 
Corke  io  Bourdeaux. 

belonging  to  Wexford. 


William  and  Polly,  Simmonds,  Newfoundland  to  London. 
Wolfe,  Marllial,  Jamaica  to  Glafgow. 

Young  Jacob,  Cook,  Newfoundland  to  a  market. 


The  London    Gazette    Extraor- 
dinary . 
TVhitehall,  December  2,   1777- 
Ycilerday  morning  Major  Cuyler, 
firft  Aid  de  Camp  to   Gen.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  arrived  from   Philadel- 
phia, with  difpatches  to  Lord  George 
Germain,    of  which   the    following 
are  copies  and  extradts  : 
Copy   nf  a  letter  from    General   Sir 
William  Howe  /a  Lor^ George 
Germain,    da/ed  Htad-quartcrs, 
Gcrman-lo~^vfi,    Od.  10,    1777. 

My  Lord, 
In  my  laft  difpatch  of  the  30th  of 
Auguft  I  had  the  honour  to  advife 
your  Lordihip  of  the  army  having 
landed  on  the  v/eft  fide  of  Elk  River, 
and  of  its  being  afterwards  divided 
into  two  columns ;  one  under  the 
tommand  of  Lord  Cornv^'allis  at  the 
liead  of  Elk  ;  and  the  other  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-general  Knyp- 
haufen  at  Cecil  Court-houfe  :  I  am 
therefore  to  give  your  Lordfliip  an 
account  of  the  operations  from  that 
period,  wherein  will  be  included  two 
general  aflions,  ia  both  of  which  I 
have  the  iatisfa^tion  to  premif?,  that 


fuccefs  has    attended  his   Majefty's 
arms. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  Major- 
general  Grant  with  fix  battalions  re- 
maining at  the  head  of  Elk  to  pre- 
ferve  the  communication  with  the 
fleet,  the  two  columns  joined  at  Pen- 
cadder,  lying  four  miles  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Elk  on  the  road  to  Chriftien- 
bridge.  In  this  day's  march  the 
Heffian  and  Anfpach  chafleurs,  and 
the  zdi  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
who  were  at  the  head  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  column,  fell  in  with  a  chofen 
corps  of  iooo  men  from  the  enemy's 
army,  adv'antageoufly  pofted  in  the 
woods,  which  they  defeated  with  the 
lofs  of  only  two  officers  wounded, 
three  men  killed,  and  19  wounded, 
when  that  of  the  enemy  was  not  Icfa 
than  50  killed,  and  many  more 
wounded. 

On  the  6th,  Major-general  Grant, 
after  Capt.  Duncan,  who  fuperin- 
tended  the  naval  department,  had  de- 
ftroyed  fuch  vefTels  and  ftores  as  could 
not  be  removed  from  the  head  of 
Elk,  joined  the  army. 

The  whol«  inarched  on  the  8th  by 
Fff  Newark, 
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l!^e\vai-k,  'and  cncnmpcd  that  evening     feurs, 
the  tCAVnlhip  of  HokefTen,  upon 

Newport 


fquadrons   of    the    i6tk 


m 

the 


road  Icadine  from 


two  battalions  of  light  in- 


to 


Lancafter,  at  which  firil  place  Gene- 
ral V/afhington  had  taken  pod,  hav- 
ing his   left  to  ChriiV,  en -creek,  and 
his  front  covered  by  Red  C!ay-c'eck. 
The  tv\'o  armies  in   this  fh'aation 
being  only  four  miles  apart,  the  ene- 
my moved  early  in  the  night  of  the 
8th,    by   the    Lancafter    road,    from 
Wilmington,  and  about  ten  o'clock 
next    morning    crofied    Rrandywine- 
creek  at  Chad's-ford,  taking  poll  on 
the  heights  on   the  eaftern  fide  of  it. 
On  the  9th  in  the  afternoon,  Lieu- 
tenant-general Knyphaufen   marched 
with  the   left  of  the  army  to  New- 
garden  and   Kennet's-fquare,    while 
Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  right  mov- 
ed to  Hokellen's  Mecting-houfe,  and 
both  joined   the    next    morning    at 
Kennet's-fquare. 

On    the    nth,  at  day-break,    the 
army  advanced  in  two  columns,  the 
right  commanded  by  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Knyphaufen,  confifting  of  four 
Hefiian  battalions  under  Major-gene- 
ral  Stem,  the   firft  and  fecond  bri- 
gades of  Britifh,  three  battalions  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  the  Queen's  Ame- 
rican  rangers,  and  one  fquadron  of 
the  16th  dragoons  under  Major-ge- 
neral Grant,  having  with  them  fix 
medium  twelve  pounders,  four  how- 
itzers, and  the  light  artillery  belong- 
ing to  the   brigades.     This   column 
took  the  direA  road  to  Chad's-ford, 
fiven    miles  dillant    from    Kennet's- 
fquare,  and  arrived  in   front  of  the 
enemy  about  ten  o'clock,  flcirmifhing 
moft  part  of  the  march  with  their  ad- 
vanced troops,  in  which  the  Queen's 
rangers,  commanded    by  Capr.  We- 
myfs  of  the  40th  regiment,    diftin- 
guiihed   themfelves    in    a    particular 
manner. 

The  other  colum-n  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Cornwallis,  Major- 
general  Grey,  Brigadier-generals 
Matthew  and  Agnew,  confiftiug  of 
the  mounted  and  difmountcd  chaf-> 


two 
dragoons, 

fantry,  two  battalions  of  Britiih,  and 
three  of  HelTian  grenadiers,  two  bat- 
talions of  guards,  the  jd  and  4th  bri- 
gades, with  four  light    1 2   pounders, 
and    the   artillery    of   the    brigades, 
marched  about  tsvelve  miles   to  the 
forks  of  the  Brandywine,  crolTed  the 
firic  branch  at  Trimbles-ford,   and  the 
fecond  at  JefFery's-ford,    about  two 
o'clock  in  die  afternoon,  taking  front 
thence  the  road  to  Dilworth,  in  order 
to  turn  the  enemy's  riglit  at  Chad's- 
ford. 

General  Wafhinsfton  having  intel- 
ligence  of  this  movement  about  noon, 
detached  Gen.  Sullivan  to  his  right 
with  near  10,000  men,  who  took  a 
ftrong  polition  on  the  commanding 
ground  above  Birmingham  church, 
with  his  left  near  to  the  Brandywine, 
both  flanks  being  covered  by  very 
thick  woods,  and  his  artillery  ad- 
vantageoufly  difpofed. 

As  foon  as  this  was  obfen^ed,  whlck 
was  about  four  o'clock,  the  King's 
troops  advanced  in  three  columns, 
and  upon  approaching  the  enemy, 
formed  the  line  with  the  right  towards 
the  Brandywine ;  the  guards  being 
upon  the  right,  and  the  Britifh  gre- 
nadiers upon  their  left,  fupported  by 
the  Heflian  grenadiers  in  a  fecond 
line  :  to  the  left  of  the  centre  were 
the  two  battalions  of  light  infantry, 
with  the  fielTian  and  Anfpach  chaf- 
feuj-s,  fupported  by  the  4th  brigade. 
The  3d  brigade  formed  the  referve. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  formed  the 
line,  the  light  infantry  and  chafTeurs 
began  the  attack  ;  the  guards  and 
grenadiers  inftantly  advanced  froni 
the  right,  the  whole  under  a  heavy 
train  of  artillery  and  mufquetry  ;  but 
they  pufhcd  on  with  an  impetuofity 
not  to  be  fuftained  by  the  enemy,  who 
falling  back  into  the  woods  in  their 
rear,  the  King's  troops  entered  \vit}4 
them,  and  purfued  clofcly  for  near 
two  miles. 

After  this  fuccefs  a  part  of  the  ene- 
my's 
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jny'i  right  took  a  fecond  pofitlon  in  a 
wood  about  half  a  mile  from  Dil- 
worth,  from  whence  the  2d  light  in- 
fantry and  chaflcurs  foon  dillodged 
them,  and  from  this  time  they  did 
not  rally  again  in  force. 

The  ill  Britilh  grenadiers,  the 
Heffian  grenadiers,  and  guards,  hav- 
ing in  the  purfuit  got  entangled  in  very 
thick  woods,  were  no  further  engaged 
during  the  day. 

The  2d  light  infantry,  2d  grena- 
diers, and  4th  brigade,  moved  for- 
ward a  mile  beyond  Dilworth,  where 
they  attacked  a  corps  of  the  enemy 
that  had  not  been  before  engaged, 
and  were  llrongly  polled  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  their  army  by  the  roads 
from  Chad's-ford  to  Cheiler  and  Wil- 
mington ;  which  corps  not  being 
forced  until  after  it  was  dark,  when  the 
troops  had  undergone  much  fatigue, 
in  a  march  of  17  miles,  befides  what 
they  fupported  iince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  attack,  the  enemy's  army 
efcaped  a  total  overthrow,  that  mult 
Jiave  been  the  confequence  of  an 
hour's  more  day-light. 

The  3d  brigade  wasnot  broughtinto 
a£lion,  but  kept  in  referve  in  the  rear 
of  the  4th  brigade,  it  not  being  known 
before  it  was  dark  how  far  Lieute- 
nant-general Knyphaufen's  attack  had 
fucceeded ;  nor  was  there  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  employing  the  cavalry. 

Lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen,  as 
had  been  previouily  concerted,  kept 
the  enemy  amufed  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day  with  cannon,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  forcing  the  ford,  without  in- 
tending to  pafs  it  until  the  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  right  Ihould  take 
lace :  accordingly  when  it  began, 
-lajor-gencral  Grant  crofled  the  ford 
with  the  4th  and  5  th  regiments  ;  and 
the  4  th  regiment  paffing  firll  forced 
tJic  enemy  from  an  intrench raent  and 
battery,  where  three  bf  afs  field-pieces 
and  a  five  and  half  inch  howitzer 
were  taken,  that  had  been  placed 
there  to  command  the  ford.  The 
ezremy  made  littJe  Hand  <?n  that  fide 


I 


atter  the  vv'ork  was  carried,  when  the 
guards  appearing  on  their  right  flank, 
the  reU-eat  became  general,  but  dark- 
nefs  coming  on  bt^fore  Lieutenant- 
general  Knyphaufen's  corps  could 
reach  the  heiehts,  there  was  no  far- 
ther  a(^t;ion  on  that  fide. 

From  the  moll  correS  accounts,  I 
conclude  the  llrength  of  the  enemy's 
army  oppofei  to  Lieutenant-general 
Knyphaufen  and  Lord  Cornwallis  was 
not  lefs  than  15,000  men,  <|part  of 
which  retired  to  Cheiler,  and  remain- 
ed there  that  night,  but  the  greater 
body  did  not  Hop  until  they  reached 
Philadelphia.  Their  lofs  was  con- 
fiderable  in  officers  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  they  had  about  300  men 
killed,  6  DO  wounded,  and  near  4.00 
made  prifoners. 

Tlie  lofs  on  the  fide  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  troops,  and  the  ordnance,  am- 
munition, and  Itores,  taken  from  the 
enemy,  will  appear  in  the  inclofed 
returns. 

The-  army  laid  xkls  night  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  on  the  12th  Ma- 
jor-general Grant,  witii  the  ill  and 
2d  brigades,  marched  to  Concord. 
Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  light  in- 
fantry and  Britilh  grenadiers,  joined 
him  next  day,  and  proceeded  to  Alh- 
town,  within  five  miles  of  Chefter. 

On  the  fame  day  (the  13th)  the 
7  ill  regiment  was  detached  to  Wil- 
mington, where  the  enemy  had  thrown, 
up  works,  both  to  the  land  and  te 
the  riyer,  with  feven  pieces  of  cannoH 
in  the  latter ;  but  thcfe  works  being 
evacuated.  Major  M'Donell  took 
poflellion  of  the  place  without  oppo- 
jitlon,  and  made  Mr.  M'Kinlcy,  the 
new  appointed  Prefident  of  the  lower 
counties  on  Delaware,  his  prifoner. 

On  the  14th,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Loos,  with  the  combined  battallioH 
of  Rhal's  brigade,  efcorted  the 
wounded  and  fick  to  Wilmington, 
whither  the  battalion  of  Mirbach  wa^s 
fent  two  days  afterwards  to  join  them. 

The  army  moved  in  two  columns 
towards   Golheu  on  the    16th  ;   and 

F.f  f  8  intelligence 
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intelligence  being  received  upon  the  Britifh  grenadiers    took    poll    thcrr, 

march  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  next  day,  and  were  joined  on  the  20th 

upon  the  Lancafter  road,  and  were  by  the  guards. 

within  five  miles  of  Goihen,  it  was         The  enemy  cro/Ted  the  Schuylkill 

immediately  determined  to  pulh  for-  on   the    i8rh,    above    French-creek, 

ward    the  two  columns   and   attack  and   encamped   upon    tlie   rivej-,   on 

them ;  Lord  CcrnwaUis  to  take  his  each  fide  of  Perkyomy-creek,  havino- 

route  by  Gofhen  Meeting-houfe,  and  detached   troops  to  all   the  fords   oi* 

Lieutenant-aeaeral    Knyphaufen    by  Schuylkill,  with  cannon   at   Swedes- 

thc  road  toDovvning-tpwn.  ford  and  the  fords  below  it. 

The  two    divifions   proceeded    on         Upon    intelligence    that    General 

their  raarc'.v   but  a  moft  violent  fall  Wayne  was  lying  in  the  woods  with  a 

of  rain   fettmg  in,  and   continuing  corps  of  '500  men,  and  four  pieces 

the  whole  day  and  night  without  in-  of  cannon,  about  three  miles  diftant, 

termiffion,  made  the  intended  t^ttack  and  in  the  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the 

imprafticable.  army.  Major-general   Grey  was  de- 

The  I  ft  light  infantry,  at  the  head  tached  on  the  20th,  late  at  niglit,  with 

ofLcrdCornwalHj's  column,  meeting  the   2d  light  infantiy,  the  4.2CI  and 

with  a  part  cf  the  enemy  s  advanced  44th  regiments,  to  furprise  this  corp^.' 

guard,  about  a  mile' beyond  Golhen,  The  molt  efFeftual  precaution  being 

defci^ted    them,     killing     12,      and  taken  by  the  General  to  prevent  his 

wcun^iing  more,  without  the  lofs  of  detachment   from    firing,   he  gained 

amati.  the  enemy's  left  about  one  o'clock, 

iNi  early  at  the  fame  time  the  chaf-  and  having,   by  tlie    bayonet   only, 

feurs  in  front  of  Lieutenant-general  forced  their  out-centries  and  pickets, 

Kny^-^^liaiifen's  column  fell  in  with  an-  he  ruflied  in  upon  their  encampment, 

cth  r  party,  cf  which  they  killed  an  diredled  by  the  light  of  their   fires, 

ofH:er  and   five   men,  and  took  four  killed  and  v^^ounded  not  lefs  than  300 

p'lirrspr  Toners,  with  the  lofs  of  tiiree  on  the  fpot,  'aking  between  70  and 

Eicn w.unded.  and    80  prifcners,  including  feveral 

he  erem\  being  thus  apprized  of  cfii.ers,    the   grentcr  part    of   their 

the  approa:h  of  the  army,  marched  arm?,  and  eight  waggons  loaded  with 

with    the    utnicft   precipitation    the  baggage  and  ftores.     Upon   the  firll 

whole  night  of  the  ifth,  and  got  in  alarm,  the  cannon  were  carried  off, 

the  morning  to  the  Yellow  Springs,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night  only 

having,  as  is  fince  known,  all  their  faved  the  remainder   of   the   corps, 

fmall   ammunition   damaged  by  the  One  Captain  of  light  infantry  and 

exceflivc  rain.  three  men  were  killed  in  the  attack. 

In  the  evening  of  the   17th  Lord  and  four  men  wounded.     Gallantry 

Cornwallis  advanced  to  the  Lancafter  in  the  troops,  and  good  conduft   in 

road,  and  took  poft  about  two  miles  the  General,  were  fully  manifefted 

diftant     from      Lieutenant  -  general  upon  this  critical  fervice. 
Knyphaufen.  On   the  21ft  the  army  moved  by 

The  army  joined  in  the  Lancafter  Valley  Forge,  and  encamped  upon 

road  at  the  White  Horfe  on  the  18th,  the  banks  of  Schuylkill,  extending 

and   maiched    to   Truduffrin,    from  from  Fat  Land-ford  to  French-creek, 

whence  a  detachment  of  light  infan-  The    enemy    upon    this    movement 

try  was  immediately  fent  to  the  Valley  quitted  their  pcfition,  and  marched 

Forge  upon    Schuylkill,    where  the  towards  Potfgrove  in  the  evening  of 

enemy  had  a  variety  of  ftores,  and  a  this  day. 

confiderable  magazine  of  flour.     The         On   the  22d   the  grenadiers   and 

ift  battalion  of  light  infantry  and  the  I'ght  infantry  of  the  guards  crofted 

over 
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ever  ia  the  afternoon  at  Fat  Land  - 
ford,  to  take  poll,  and  the  chafleurs 
crofling  foon  after  at  Gordon 's-ford, 
oppofite  to  the  left  of  the  line,  took 
poll  there  alfo.  The  army  was  put 
in  movement  at  michiiglit,  the  van- 
guard being-  led  by  Lord  Corn-.vallis, 
find  the  whole  crofied  the  river  at 
Fat  Land-ford  Vvithout  oppofition. 
Major-general  Grant,  who  com- 
manded the  rear-guard  with  the  bag- 
^p.ge,  pafTed  the  river  before  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  ar- 
my encamped  on  the  23  d,  with  its 
left  to  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  right 
upon  the  Monatomy  road,  having 
Stony  Run  in  front.  The  2d  batta- 
lion of  lieht  infantry  was  detached  to 
yvN'ede 's-ford,  which  a  fn;all  part  of 
the  enemy  quitted  immediately,  leav- 
ing iix  pieces  of  iron  cannon  behind 
them. 

On  the  25th  the  army  marched  in 
two  columns  to  German-town  ;  and 
Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  Britifh 
grenadiers,  and  two  battalions  of 
Heflian  grenadiers,  took  pofieffion  of 
J*hiladelphia  the  next  morning. 

In  the  evening  of  the  26th,  three 
batteries  for  fix  medium  1 2  pounders 
and  four  howitzers  were  begun  at 
Philadelphia,  to  aft  againft  the  ene- 
my's fhipping  and  craft  that  might 
approach  the  town.  Thefe  batteries 
were  unfinifhed  on  the  27th,  when 
two  frigates,  a  number  of  grilles, 
gondolas,  and  other  armed  veflels, 
came  up  from  Mud  Illand,  and  r.t- 
tacked  the  lower  battery  of  tv/o  guns 
and  two  howitzers.  The  largeft  fil- 
iate, called  the  Delaware,  mounting 
30  guns,  anchored  within  500  yards 
of  the  battery,  and  the  other  frigate 
fomewhat  more  diRant ;  the  gallies, 
gondolas,  and  other  vefTels,  taking 
their  refpcdive  ftations  as  they  could 
bring  their  guns  to  bear.  About  ten 
in  the  morning  they  began  a  heavy 
cannonade  upon  the  town  as  well  as 
the  battery,  but  the  tide  falling  the 
Delaware  grounded  ;  upon  which  the 
four  battalion  guns  of  the  grenadiers 
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being  brought  to  bear  upon  her  to 
the  greatell  advantage,  they  did  fuch 
execiition  in  a  (hort  time,  that  Ihe 
ftruck  her  colours,  and  was  taken 
poflelTion  of  by  the  marine  company 
of  grenadiers  commanded  by  Captain 
Ayerne. 

Brigadier-general  Cleveland,  who 
attended  the  batteries  in  perfon,  fee- 
ing the  eft'eft  of  the  battalion  gun« 
upon  the  Delaware,  turned  the  di- 
redion  of  his  fire  to  tlie  fmaller  fri- 
gate and  armed  veflels,  v/hich  forced 
all  of  them,  excepting  a  fchooner 
that  was  difabled  and  driven  on  ihorc, 
to  return  to  their  former  fituation, 
under  the  protection  of  the  fort,  where 
there  were  two  floating  batteries  in 
the  manner  of  hulks,  of  confuierable 
ftrength,  with  three  ranges  of  funken 
machines,  which  they  term  chevaux 
de  frize,  to  obllruft  the  pafikge  of  the 
river,  the  loweft  row  being  three  miles 
below  the  fort. 

The  enemy  had  a  redoubt  upon 
the  Jerfey  fhore,  at  a  place  called 
Billing's-point,  with  heavy  guns  in 
it,  to  prevent  thefe  machines  from 
being  weighed  up. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  Capt. 
Hammond,  commanding  his  Majcfty's 
ihip   Roebuck,    who  was    lying    oiF 
Chefter  with  fome  other  fhips  of  war, 
that  the  pofTeflion  of  Eilling's-point 
would  give  h^m  th^  lower  chevaux  d» 
frize,    the    loth  and  4 2d   regiment? 
v/ere  detached  on  the  29th,  unaerthe 
command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Stir- 
ling.    This  detachment  crofling  the 
river  next   day  from    Cheiier,    took 
pofleflion  on  the  )  fl:  of  Oftober  of  the 
enemy's  works   at  the  point,  which 
300  men  polled  there  evacuated,  af- 
ter fpiking  the  guns  and  burning  the 
barracks.      Lieutenant-colonel   Stir- 
ling purfued  -them  about  two  miles, 
but  to  little  purpofe,-  as  they  retired 
with  the  ucrnolt  pre 'ipitation.    Capt. 
Hammond  i:nmediate!y  opened  the 
navigation  at  tliat  pla-ze,  by  removing 
a  part  of  the  chevaux  ue  frize. 

On  the  3d  the  regiment  of  royal 

Welch' 


(     414     ) 


Welcn  fuzileers  wn;  detached  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, with  orders  to  proceed 
next  day  to  Chelter,  where  they  were 
to  be  joined  by  the  loth  and  ^zd  re- 
giments on  their  return  from  Jerfey, 
and  to  form  an  efcort  for  a  convoy  of 
provifions  to  the  army. 

The  enemy  having  received  a  re- 
inforcement of  1500  men  irom  Peek's- 
kill,  1000  from  Virginia,  and  pre- 
fuming  upon  the  array  being  much 
weakened  by  the  dtdHrhments  to  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Jerfey,  thought  it  a  fo- 
vourable  time  for  them  to  rifque  an 
aQion.  They  accordingly  marched  at 
iii  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  3d, 
fvom  their  camp  near  Shippach-crcek, 
about  16  miles  from  German-town. 

This  village  forms  one  continued 
ftreet  for  two  mi!<?s,  v^'hich  the  line 
of  encampment,  in  the  pofidon  the 
army  then  occupied,  crofied  at  Kight 
Angles  near  a  mile  from  the  h(_\-id  of 
it,  where  the  2d  battalion  of  light 
infantry  and  the  40th  regiment  were 
polled. 

In  this  line  of  encampment,  Lieu- 
tenant-general Knyphaufen,  Major- 
generals  Stirn  and  Grey,  Brigadier- 
general  Agnew,  with  feven  Britifh 
and  three  Heiuan  battalions,  the 
mounted  and  dii'mounted  chafieurs, 
were  upon  the  left  of  the  village,  ex- 
tending to  the  Schuylkill,  the  chaf- 
feurs  being  in  front. 

Major-general  Grant  and  Briga- 
dier-general Matthew,  with  the  corps 
of  guards,  fix  battalions  of  Britifh, 
and  two  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  were 
upon  the  right ;  the  i  ft  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  and  the  Queen's  Ame- 
rican rangers,  were  advanced  in  the 
front  of  this  v/ing. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morninor  of 
the  4th,  the  patrols  difcovered  the 
enemy's  approach,  and  upon  the  com- 
munication of  this  intelligence  the 
army  was  immediately  ordered  under 
arms. 

Soon  after  the  break  of  day,  the 
enemy  began  their  attack  upon  the  2d 
light  infantry,  which  they  fuftained 


for  a  confiderable  time,  fupported  by 
the  40th  regiment ;  but  at  length 
being  overpowered  by  increafing 
numbers,  the  light  infantry  and  a 
part  of  the  40th  retired  into  the  vil- 
lage, when  Lieutenant-colonel  Mul- 
grave,  with  fix  companies  of  the  lat- 
ter corps,  threw  himfelfinto  a  large 
ftone  houfe  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
which,  though  furrounded  by  a  bri- 
gade, and  attacked  by  four  pieces  of 
Gannon,  he  moft  gallantly  defended, 
until  Major-general  Grey,  at  the 
head  of  three  battalions  of  the  ^d 
brigade,  turninsr  his  front  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  Brigadier-general  Agnew, 
who  covered  Major-general  Grey's 
left  with  the  4th  brigade,  by  a  vigo- 
rous attack  repulfed  the  enemy  that 
had  penetrated  into  the  upper  part  of 
the  village,  which  was  done  with 
great  Daughter  :  the  5th  and  55  th  re- 
giments, from  the  right,  engaging 
them  at  the  fame  time  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  village,  compleated  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter. 

The  regiments  of  Du  Corps  and 
Donop  being  formed  to  fupport  the 
left  of  the  4th  brigade,  and  one  bat- 
talion of  the  Heflian  grenadiers  in  the 
rear  of  the  chalTeurs,  were  not  en- 
gaged ;  the  precipitate  flight  of  the 
enemy  preventing  the  two  firll  corps 
from  entering  into  aftion,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  the  chafTeurs,  in  repelling 
all  efforts  againft  them  on  that  fide, 
did  not  call  for  the  fupport  of  the 
latter. 

The  I  ft  light  infantry,  and  pickets 
of  the  line  in  front  of  the  "right  wing, 
were  engaged  foon  after  the  attack 
began  upon  the  head  of  the  village  ; 
the  pickets  were  obliged  to  fall  back, 
but  the  light  infantry,  being  well 
fupported  by  the  4th  regiment,  fuf- 
tained  the  enemy's  attack  with  fuch 
determined  bravery,  that  they  could 
not  make  the  leaft  imprelTion  on  them. 

Two  columns  of  the  enemy  were 
oppofite  to  the  guards,  27th  and  28th 
regiments,  who  formed  the  right  of 
the  line. 

Major- 
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iVkj or- general  Grant,  who  was 
tipon  the  right,  moved  up  the  49th 
regiment,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon, 
to  the  left  of  the  4th  regiment, 
about  the  time  Major-general  Grey 
had  forced  the  enemy  in  the  village, 
and  then  advancing  with  the  right 
wing,  the  enemy's  left  gave  way, 
snd  was  purfued  through  a  ftrcng 
eountrv'  between  four  and  hve  miles. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  being  early  ap- 
prized at  Philadelphia  of  the  enemy's 
approach,  put  in  motion  the  two 
battalion^  of  Britifh  and  one  of  the 
Heffian  grenadiers,  with  a  fquadron 
of  dragoons ;  and  his  Lordfhip  get- 
ting to  German-town  jull  as  the  ene- 
my had  been  forced  out  of  the  vil- 
lage, he  joined  Major-general  Grey, 
when  placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  troops^  he  followed  the  enemy 
eight  miles  on  the  Skippach  road, 
but  fuch  was  the  expedition  with 
which  they  fled,  he  was  not  able  to 
overtake  them. 

The  grenadiers  from  Philadelphia, 
who,  full  of  ardour,  had  run  moll: 
of  the  way  to  German-town,  could 
not  arrive  in  time  to  join  in  the 
aftion. 

The  country  in  general  was  fo 
ftrongly  inclofed  and  covered  with 
wood,  that  the  dragoons  had  not  any 
opening  to  charge,  excepting  a  fmall 
party  on  the  right,  which  behaved 
moft  gallantly. 

The  enemy  retired  near  20  miles 
by  feveral  roads  to  Perkyomy-creek, 
and  are  now  encamped  near  Skip- 
pach-creek,  about  18  miles  diltant 
from  hence. 

They  faved  all  their  cannon  by 
withdrawing  them  early  in  the  day. 

By  the  belt  accounts  their  lofs  was 
between  200  and  300  killed,  about 
600  wounded,  and  upv/ards  of  400 
taken.  Among  the  killed  was  Ge- 
neral Nafh,  with  many  other  officers 
of  all  ranks,  and  54.  officers  among 
the  prifoners. 

Since  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine  72 
of  their  officers  have  been  taken,  ex- 
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clnfive  of  ten  belonging  to  the  Dela- 
ware frigate. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  fee  the  lo{s  on 
the  part  of  the  King's  army  in  re- 
ttirn  No.  3.  and  among  the  killed 
will  be  found  the  names  of  Brigadier- 
general  Agnew  and  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Bird  of  the  15th  regiment, 
both  of  whom  are  much  to  be  la- 
mented as  officers  of  experience  and 
approved  merit. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Walcot  of  the 
(jth  regiment  is  am.ong  the  wounded, 
but  I  have  the  fatisfaiStion  to  report 
that  he  is  now  in  a  fair  way  of  reco- 
very, though  at  firft  his  wound  was 
thought  mortal.  His  behaviour  on 
this  occafion  rcflefts  upon  him  infi- 
nite honour. 

In  thefe  feveral  engagements,  the 
fuccefies  attending  them  are  far  bet- 
ter voucher-  than  any  words  can  con- 
vey of  the  good  conduft  of  the  Ge- 
neral Officers,  and  of  the  bravery  of 
the  other  officers  and  foldiers.  The 
fatigues  of  a  march  exceeding  100 
miles,  fupported  with  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs  by  all  ranks,  without 
tents,  and  with  very  little  baggage, 
will,  I  hope,  be  efteemed  as  con- 
vincing proofs  of  the  noble  fpirit  and 
emulation  prevailing  in  the  army  to 
promote  hi;-  Majelly's  fervice. 

Major   Ciiyler,    my   firft   Aid  de 
Camp,  v.iil  h.ive  the  honour  to  de- 
liver  ray  difpatches,    and   I   flatter 
myfelf  is   well  informed    to  anfwer 
your  Lordlbip's  further  enquiries. 
With  moft  perfeft  refpect, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &:c. 
W.  Howe. 
Return    of  the   hilled,   ^voundcd,  and 
tnijjingy  of  the  army  under  the  corn- 
tnayid  of  his  Excellency  Sir  Wil- 
li am   Howe,    in   the  general  f«- 
^agement  ivith  the  rebel  army,  en 
the    heights    of    the    Brandy-uuinSy 
Sept.  11,    1777. 

Reyal  artilhry.  5  Rank  and  file, 
killed  I  {  Lieutenant,  2  Serjeants, 
9  r:'.nl:  atid  file,  ixcunded. 

\Ji  JJ.i;i-«Iii7i  of  light  infantry.      I 

Lieutenant, 
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Lieutenant,  9  rank  and  file,  iille(i; 
3  Captains,  3  Lieutenants,  8  Ser- 
jeants, I  drummer,  36  rank  and  file, 
•Lvoune/ed. 

zd  Battalion  of  ditto.  6  Rank  and 
file,  killed;  3  Captains,  4  Lieute- 
nants, 2  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  41 
rank  and  file,  luounded. 

\Jl  Battalion  of  grenadiers.  3 
Lieutenants,  i  Serjeant,  8  rank  and 
£le,  killed;  \  Lieutenant-colonel,  2 
Captains,  4  Lieutenants,  3  Serjeants, 
46  rank  and  file,  luoundcd;  2  rank 
and  file,  miffing. 

7.d  Battalion  of  ditto,  \  Captain, 
I  Lieutenant,  i  Serjeant,  9  rank 
and  file,  killed;  i  Captain,  i  Lieu- 
tenant, 7  Serjeants,  61  rank  and 
file,  ^wounded;  i  rank  and  file,  tnijjing. 

Brigade  of  foot  guards,  i  Rank 
and  file,  killed;  5  rank  and  file, 
ivounded;    i  rank  and  file,  mifjing. 

\Jl  Brigade,  \th  regiment,  z  Rank 
and  file,  killed;  I  Captain,  20  rank 
and  file,  mjounded. 

\ ft  Brigade,  ZT,d  regiment.  1  Ser- 
jeant, 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  4  rank 
and  file,  nuounded. 

\ft  Brigade,  z%th  regiment.  2 
Rank  and  file,  killed;  i  Lieutenant, 
8  rank  and  file,  moounded. 

ift  Brigade,  /[gth  regiment,  i  Ser- 
jeant, 2  rank  and  file,  killed ;  i  Cap- 
tain, I  drummer,  9  rank  and  file, 
•wounded. 

2d  Brigade,  ^th  regi?nent.  I  En- 
fign,  I  Serjeant,  12  rank  file,  tt'OKWtT/. 

zd  Brigade,  \oth  regiment.  2 
Rank  and  file,  killed;  6  rank  and 
file,  nx)oiinded. 

zd  Brigade,  zith  regiment.  1  Rank 
and  file,  killed;  2  rank  and  file, 
I'jojcnded. 

zd  Brigade,  /^rth  regiment,  i 
Rank  and  file,  <vJounded. 

zd  Brigade,  55/^  regiment.  \ 
Rank  and  file,  ivounded. 

^th  Brigade,  33^  regiment.  I 
Rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Serjeant, 
I  I  rank  and  file,  ivou^dtl;  i  rank 
and  iile,  7nifp.ytg. 

ifik    Brigade,     I'llj    pegimcvJ,      1 


Serjeant,  6  rank  arid  file,  luourJiJi 
^th    Brigade,     i^dth    regiment.       i 

Rank  and  file,  killed;    1    Enfign,    i 

Serjeant,   1 2  rank  and  file,  ^Mounded, 
^th    Brigade,     64/^    regiment.      i 

Captain,    4   rank  and  file,    killed; 

I  Major,  3  Lieutenants,   2  Enfigns, 

5  Serjeants,     31     rank    and     fils, 
'wounded. 

T'wo  Battalions  of  the  7  \ft  regi- 
ment.    3  Rank  and  file,  'vjounded. 

^een's  American  rangers.  1  Cap- 
tain, I  Serjeant,  12  rank  and  file, 
killed;  4  Captains,  5  Lieutenants, 
I  Enfign,  4  Serjeants,  43  rank  and 
file,  ivounded ;  1  rank  and  file,  mijjzng. 

Fergtifons  corps  of  rifiemer..  2 
Rank  and  file,  killed;  i  Captain,  5 
rank  and  file,  ^wounded. 

Total  Britifu.  3  Captains,  c;  Lieu- 
tenants, 5  Serjeants,  68  rank  and 
file,  killed;  i  Lisutenant-colonel,  i 
Major,  16  Captains,  22  Lieute- 
nants, 5  Enfigns,  35  Serjeants,  4 
drummers,  372rankandfile,  'woundedi 

6  rank  and  file,  mifpng. 

Hefian  yagers.  i  Serjeant,  3 
rank  and  file,  killed;  i  Captain,  3 
Serjeants,  12  rank  and  file,  ■wounded^ 

Battalion  Linfing.  2  Lieutenants, 
I  Serjeant,  2  rank  and  file,  ^'joundedi 

Ditto  Lengerke.  i  Rank  and  file, 
killed. 

Regiment  du  Corps.  1  Rank  and 
file,  killed ;  z  rank  and  file,  ivounded. 

Ditto  Mirhach.  2  Rank  and  file, 
^wounded. 

Anfpach  yagers.  \  Serjeant,  i 
rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Lieutenant, 
I  Serjeant,  5  rank  and  file,  ivounded. 

Total  Foreign.  2  Serjeants,  6  rank 
and  file,  killed;  i  Captain,  3  Lieu- 
tenants, 5  Serjeants,  23  rank  and 
file,   ivounded. 

Total  Britijh  and  Foreign.  3  Cap- 
tains, 5  Lieutenants,  7  Serjeants, 
^4  rank  and  file,  killed;  i  Lieute- 
nant-colonel, I  Major,  17  Captains, 
25  Lieutenants,  5  Enfign:,,  40  Ser- 
jeants, 4  drummers,  35;:;  rank  and 
file,  ivounded;  rank  and  fiie^  6 
miffing. 

Names 
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Names  and  rmik  of  officeri  killed  and 
avQunded  in  the  general  engagement 
of  the  \ith  of  September,   1777. 
Royal  artillery.  Lieutenant  Shand, 
nvounded. 

tjl  Battalion  of  light  iffantty. 
^^th  compatiy.  Lieutenant  Johnfton, 
killed',  23dCapt.  Meccan,  3^d  Capt. 
Dancey,  15th  Capt.  Douglas,  27th 
Lieut.  Birch,  33d  Lieut.  Nicholl, 
15th  Lieut.  Leigh,  ^wounded. 

zd  Battalion  of  light  infanty,  ^gth 
canpany,  Capt.  Wade,  (55  th  Capt. 
Downing,  57th  Captain  Sir  James 
Murray,  40th  Capt.  De  Courcy,  45th 
Lieut.  Ruxton,  49th  Lieut.  Arm- 
ib^ong,  6:5d  Lieut.  Ball,  nvounded. 

\ji  Battalion  of  grenadiers,  \  ^tb 
compan]!,  Lieut.  Faulkener,  27th 
Lieut.  Minchin,  40th  Lieut.  Barber, 
killed',  59th  Lieut.  Col.  Medowes, 
15  th  Captain  Cathcart,  40th  Capt. 
Simcoe,  33d  Lieuts.  Harris  and 
Drummond,  37th  Lieuts.  Chapman 
and  Cooke,  nuozmdcd. 

zd  Battalion  of  grenadiers,  6'^d 
company,  Capt.  Drury,  5  2d  Lieut. 
D'Oyly,  killed',  44th  Capt.  Fifh, 
64th  Lieut.  Peters,  ivoiinded. 

A^th  regiment.  Captain  Rawdon, 
ivounded. 

22th  reg.  Lieut.  Edwards,  <ivoitnded, 

j^gth  reg.  Capt.  Stewart,  ^wounded. 

^threg.  Enfign  Andrew,  nxiounded. 

if)th  reg.  Enfign  Briftow,  icounded. 

6^th   reg.    Capt.   Nairne,  killed; 

Major     Macleroth,    Lieuts.    Jacob, 

Torianno,     and    Wynyar,     Enfigns 

Freeman  and  Grant,  nvounded. 

^ueeti's  American  rangers.  Capt. 
Murden,  killed;  Capt.  Williams, 
Saunders,  M'Kay,  M'Crea,  Lieuts. 
Ker,  Agne,  Smith,  Jeel,  and  Clofe, 
Enfign  M'Kay,  ivounded. 

Fergufon's  corps.  Capt.  Fergufon, 
tujounded. 

HeJJian yagers.  Capt.  Trantvitter, 
'vjounded. 

Battalion  of  Linfing.  Lieuts.  De 
Buy  and  De  Brumbak,  'wounded. 

Anfpach yagers,  Lieut,  De  For4- 
ncr,  'wounded. 


Volunteers  fer'ving  ivith  the  ^eetPs 
rajigers.      Capt.  Burns,   ivounded. 

Ditto  ixjith  firft  hattnlion  of  light 
infantry.  Captains  Cummings,  Cur- 
rey,  M'Intofh,  and  M'Kenzie, 
ivounded. 

Diito  njith  id  battalion  of  lig^ht  in- 
fantry. Capt.  Moultrie,  Evans, 
Fone,  fvuounded. 

Return  of  ordnance,   ammunition,  and 
fores,  taken  from  the  rebels  hy  his 
Majefy's  troops,  in   the  aSlion  near 
Brandyivine-creek,  Sept.  \i,  1 777. 
Ordnance  mounted  on  travelling  c^F- 
riages. 
Br«fs  fix-pounders,  i  Rebel  States, 
1  Heffian,  i  Englifh ;  four-pounders, 
4   French ;  three-pounders,    i    Hef- 
fian,  I   French ;  five  and  half  incli 
howitzer,   i  Rebel  States. 

Iron  four-pounders,  i  Rebel  States. 
Total  1 1 . 

Shot  fixed,  ixjith  poivder.  Grape 
quilted,  fix-pounders,  1 88  ;  three- 
pounders,  20 ;  ditto  round,  fix- 
pounders,  76  ;  three-pounders,  2  \  ; 
ditto  cafe,  fix-pounders,  130  ;  three- 
pounders,  225. 

Shot  fixed  to  uuood  bottoms.  Round, 
fix-pounders,  6;  cafe,  fix-pounders, 
4 ;  eight  inch  howitzers,  3  8  ;  five 
and  half  ditto,  39. 

Shot,  round  loofe.  Twelve-poun- 
ders,  6;  fix-pounders,  ig ;  four- 
pounders,    1 2  ;  three-pounders,   20. 

Cartridges.  Paper  filled  with 
powder,  fix-pounders,  24;  three- 
pounders,  46  ;  flannel  ditto,  for  five 
and  half  inch  howitzer,  28;  raufquet 
filled  with  ball,  6000. 

Povjder.     Whole  barrels,  3. 
Budge  barrels,  4. 
Waggons  covered  for  ammunition, 
9  ;  open  ditto,   i . 

A  quantity  of  damaged  tubes,  port 
fires,  and  intrenching  tools. 

The  two  Heflian  guns  were  taken 
by  the  rebels  at  Trentown,  and  one 
of  them  fince  bored  to  a  fix-pounder. 
The  Englifh  gun  was  left  at  Prince- 
town,  the  Carriage  being  broke. 
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Return   of  the   killed,    nvounded,  and 
mijftngy   of  the  army   under  the  com- 
mand of  his  Excellency  General  Sir 
William  Howe,  in  the  engage- 
ment ivith  the  rebel  army  at  German- 
toivn,  in  Pennfyl'vania,  on  the  \th 
ofOSloher,   1777. 
Royal  artillery.      I    Lieutenant,   i 
Serjeant,   13  rank  and  file,  ivnunded. 
I/f  Battalion   of  light  infantry.      l 
Serjeant,   5  rank  and    file,  killed',  2 
Lieutenants,   i  Serjeant,  36  rank  and 
file,    'wounded',    2    rank    and    file, 
miffing. 

2d  Battalion  of  light  infantry.  2 
Serjeants,  7  rank  and  file,  killed',  i 
Captain,  3  Lieutenants,  3  Serjeants, 
I  drummer,  5  1  rank  and  file,  nuound- 
ed\  1  Captain,  4  rank  and  file,  »?/^/?o-. 
Brigade  of  foot  guards.  3  rank 
and  file,  ijcounded. 

^th  regiment,  i  Serjeant,  8  rank 
and  file,  killed ;  I  Captain,  3  Lieu- 
tenants, 4  Enfigns,  z  Serjeants,  46 
rank  and  file,  vsounded ;  3  rank  and 
file,  miffing. 

t^th.  1  Drummer,  9  rank  and  file, 
hilled;  I  Lieutenant-colonel,  i  Cap- 
fain,  2  Enfigns,  5  Serjeants,  37  rank 
and  file,  'wounded. 

l^th.  1  Lieutenant-colonel,  1  En- 
fign,  5  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  Cap- 
tains, I  Lieutenant,  i  Enfign,  2 
Serjeants,  42  rank  file,  <zvounded. 

lyth.  I  Enfign,  1  Serjeant,  4 
rank  and  file,  killed;  3  Serjeants,  21 
rank  and  file,  ^wounded. 

33^.  2  Serjeants,  2  rank  and  file, 
billed;   13  rank  and  file,  -wounded. 

^yth.  3  rank  and  file,  killed;  i 
Lieutenant,  20  rank  and  file,  ivoujidcd. 
a^Qih.  4  Rank  and  file,  killed;  2 
Lieutenants,  i  Enfign,  3  Serjeants, 
23  rank  and  file,  ivounded;  3  rank 
and  file,  mijjing. 

\d^th.  I  Lieutenant-colonel,  5 
rank  and  file,  killed;  i  Enfign,  1 
Serjeant,  31  rank  and  file,  n.vounded; 
I  rank  and  file,  mijfng. 

^ttb.     2  Rank  and  file,  killed;   i 

Serjeant,  5  r^k  and  file,  wounded. 
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Aff^th.  1  Serjeant,  11  rank  and 
file,  <vjounded. 

^^th.  3  Rank  and  file,  killed;  i 
Captain,  i  Enfign,  1 3  rank  and  file, 
ivounded. 

6^th.  I  Rank  and  file,  killed ;  6 
rank  and  file,  'wounded. 

^/ee>i^s  dmericajt  rangers.  I  Rank 
and  file,  nvounded. 

Total  Britify.  2  Lieutenant-colo* 
nels,  2  Enfigns,  7  Serjeants,  i  drum- 
mer, 58  rank  and  file,  killed;  i 
Lieuteiiant-colonel,  6  Captains,  13 
Lieutenants,  10  Enfigns,  ?3  Ser- 
jeants, 1  drtimmer,  372  rank  and 
file,  nvoitndcd ;  i  Captain,  13  rank 
rand  file,  ?nij/ing. 

HeJJtan  chaffeurs.  I  o  rank  and  file, 
'wounded. 

Hejfmn  reg.  du  corps.  \  Serjeant, 
1  3  rank  and  file,  nvounded. 

Toinl  Heffans.  I  Serjeant,  23 
rank  and  file,  'wounded. 

Total  Britif)  and HeJJians.  2  Lieu- 
tenant-colonels, 2  Enfigns,  7  Ser- 
jeants, I  drummer,  58  rank  and  file, 
killed;  i  Lieutenant-colonel,  6  Cap- 
tains, 13  Lieutenants,  10  Enfigns, 
24  Serjeants,  i  drummer,  395  rank 
and  .file,  'wounded;  \  Captain,  13 
rank  and  file,  viijjing. 

N.  B.  ybth  light  dragoons.    1  Man, 
killed;     3    horles,     killed;     and    4 
luounded. 
Names  and  rank  of  the  officers  killed 

and  ivounded  in  the  engagement  at 

Gern^nn-toivn,  on   the  /^th   of  Oc- 
tober i    1777. 

Royal  artillery.  Lieutenant  James 
Froit,  luounded. 

ly?  Light  infantry.  Lieutenant 
Morgan,  17th,  dead  of  his  'wounds. 
Lieut.  Champaigne,  4th  'wounded. 

zd  Light  infantry.  Captain  Sir 
James  Baird,  7  ill.  Captain  Weir, 
43d,  Lieutenant  St.  George,  5 2d, 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  fen.  71ft, 
ivounded;  Capt.  Speke,  T,j\.\\,prifoner. 

^th  Regiment.  Captain  Thome, 
Lieutenants  Arbuthnot  and  Kcmble, 
Enfigns  Dickfon,  Schoen,  Hadden, 
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and     Blenmaa,      Adjutant     Hunt, 
huounded. 

i^th  Regiment.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Walcot,  Captain  Charleton,  Enfigns 
Thomas  and  Stuart,  '^voundcd. 

I  ^th  Rigifnent.  lieutenant-colonel 
Bird,  Enfign  Anthony  Frederick, 
kflln/;  Captains  T.  G.  Goldtrapp, 
Hfeflry  Ditmas,  Lieutenant  G.  Tho- 
mas, Enfign  William  Ball,  ivounded. 

lyth  Regiment.  Enlign  Natha- 
niel Philips,  killed. 

'if'jth  Regiment.  Lieutenant  Buck- 
eridge,  nvounded. 

\Qth  Regiment.  Lieutenants  Doyle 
and  Forbes,  Enfign  Campbell, 
nvounded. 

\\th  Regiment.  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Agnew  (Brigadier  general)  killed; 
Enfign  Daiid  Stack,  nuounded. 

lii^th  Regiment.  Captain  Firtier, 
Enfign  Shuldham,  <ivcitndcd. 

Volunteers  ferrjing  nvith  I^/?  light 
infajitry.  James  Forreft,  William 
M'Intofh,  ^Mounded. 

Ditto  fewing  nuith  7.d  light  in- 
fantry. Smithf.  Waller,  half-pay 
Enfign  Gordon,  nxsoundcd. 

N.  B.  Captain  Wolfe,  of  the  40th 
light  infantry,  killed,  and  Lieute- 
nant Hunter,  of  the  5  2d  ditto, 
tuounded ;  one  Serjeant  and  one  rank 
and  file,  killed,  and  eight  rank  and 
file  ivounded,  20th  September,  on  a 
detachment  under  the  command  of 
Major-general  Grey,  in  Pennfylva- 
Kia, 
ExtraSl  of  a  letter  from   General  Sir 

William  Howe  to  LerdGKORCE 

Germain,      dated  FhilaJelphia, 

OSloher  21,    1777. 

Since  the  march  of  the  army  from 
the  head  of  the  Elk,  I  have  been  ho- 
noured with  your  Lordlhip's  feveral 
difpatches.  No.  lo,  11,  12,  and  fe- 
parate  letter  of  the  20th  of  May,  the 
duplicates  of  which  were  before  re- 
ceived, alfo  the  original  and  dupli- 
cate of  the  1 2th  of  June,  enclofing 
the  ftates  of  Heflian  chafleurs  and  re- 
cruits brought  out  by  Major-general 
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Robertfon,  a  circular  letter  of  the 
fame  date,  and  the  original  and  du- 
plicate of  your  Lordihip's  difpatch. 
No.  14.  Thefe  reached  my  hands 
at  German-town  on  the  17th  inltant, 
and  on  the  19th  I  had  the  further 
honour  of  your  Lordihip's  difpatches 
of  the  6thof  Auguft,  which  came  to 
New- York  by  the  Le  Defpencer 
packet. 

The  inclofed  copies  of  reports 
from  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  and  Brigadier-general  Camp- 
bell, will  give  your  Lordfliip  a  par- 
ticular information  of  the  moft  mate- 
rial tranfadions  that  have  pafTed  on 
the  fide  of  New- York.  The  very 
important  and  brilliant  fuccefs  fet 
forth  in  No.  3,  docs  infinite  honour 
to  the  General  and  his  troops,  and 
muft  be  attended  with  the  bell  confe- 
quences  to  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

The  lolson  the  part  of  the  King's 
troops  on  this  lalloccafion  is  contain- 
ed in  return  No.  4. 

One  hundred  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  in  the  different  attacks,  eight 
Field  Officers,  two  Captains,  twelve 
Subalterns,  and  about  three  hundred 
men  made  prifoners,  by  the  bell  ac- 
counts thai  could  be  obtained  before 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  advices  were 
difratched. 

On  the  19th  thjp  army  removed 
from  German-town  to  this  place,  aj 
a  more  convenient  fituation  for  the 
rcduftion  of  Fort  Ifland,  which  at 
prefent  ie  an  obllrudlion  to  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river,  as  the  upper  che- 
vaux  de  frize  cannot  be  removed  un- 
til we  have  pofleflion  of  that  poft. 
The  difficult  V  of  accefs  ha=i  rendered 
the  redutlion  of  it  a  much  more  te- 
dious operation,  than  was  conceived 
upon  our  arrival  here. 

1  am  to  retiaeil  that  additional 
cloathing  may  be  lent  over  for  5000 
Provincials,  which,  by  including  the 
new  levies  expedltd  to  be  raifed  in 
this  and  the  neighbouring  countries, 
will  certainly  be  wanting. 

G  g  g  2  Extraii 
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ExtraB  of  a  letter  from   Lieutenant-    Newai'k, 


general  Sir  \{ziiKY  QvmrON,  to 
General    Sir    William     Howe, 
dated  K ingfbridge ,  i^d  Sept .  1777. 
In  the  !a  i:  letter  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency 
of  the  6th  of  this  month,  I  mention- 
ed my  intention  of  making  an  incur- 


driving  cattle,  and  dif- 
arming  the  inhabitants,  and  if  it 
met  with  the  enemy  in  any  force,  fo 
as  to  prevent  its  proceeding  to  Aqua- 
kinack,  its  retreat  over  the  Pafaick 
River  was  fecured  by  a  fmall  corps 
with  cannon  on  the  heights  of  Schuy- 
ler, who  had   landed  at  Schuyjer's- 


iion  into  Jerfey  ;  the  objeft  of  winch  ferry,  and  were  aportee  to  take  pof- 

was  to  make  a  fmall  diverfion  in  fa-  feffion  of  the   high   grounds   which 

vour  of  both  armies,  at  what,  I  flip-  command  the  environs  of  Newark, 

pofed,  a  critical  time ;  having  learnt  &c.      If  the   Elizabeth-town   corps 

by  rebel  accounts  that  you  had  landed  continued  its  march  to  Aquakinack, 

on  Elk  River.  it  was  there  received  by   the  corp,s 

My  principal  motive  was,  if  pof-  which  had  Isnded  at  Fort  Lee,  and 


fible,  to  attempt  a  ftroke  againfi:  any 
detached  corps  of  the  enemy,  if  one 
offered,  or,  if  not,  to  colletl  a  ccn- 
fiderable  number  of  cattle,  which 
vvoti'd  at  the  fame  time  prove  a  fea- 
fonable  refrefhment  to  the  troops, 
and  deprive  the  enemy  of  refources 
which  I  underrtocd  they  much  de- 
pended upon;  and  finally  to  retire, 
with  our  body,  by  the  only  road 
prafticable  with  thofe  embarrafl- 
ments,  to  re-embark,  return  to  oar 
camp,  or  proceed  to  fome  other  ex- 
pedition if  any  thing  prefented  itfelf. 

All  arrangements  being  fettled, 
the  landing  was  made  at  the  four  fol- 
lowing places,  viz.  at  Elizabeth- 
town  Point  by  Brigadier-general 
Campbell,  with  jhe  7th,  26th,  and 
5  2d  regiments,  Anfpach  and  Wal- 
deck  grenadiers,  and  300  Provin- 
cials. 

At 


marched  by  Newbridge,  Hackinfack 
and  slatterdim,  where  it  was  in  a 
fituation  to  fulfil  that  objeft.  A  poll 
was  left  at  Hackinfack,  and  I  ordered 
General  Vaughan  to  leave  one  batta- 
lion and  two  pieces  of  cannon  at 
Newbridge  to  cover  that  very  impor- 
tant pafs.  Lieutenant- colonel  Camp- 
bell, who  had  landed  at  Tapan,  to 
reaiain  there,  and  if  preffed  to  fall 
back  on  Newbridge ;  this  however 
fabjedl  to  any  alterations  that  Gene- 
ral Vaughan  fhould  think  neceflary 
to  make.  Finding  that  Brigadier- 
general  Campbell  had  landed  on  Fri- 
day the  1 2th,  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  without  oppofitlon,  I 
then  vv'ent  by  Newark  Bay  to  Schuy- 
ler's Landing  on  Hackinfack  River. 
The  cannon  were  tliat  inftant  landed, 
and  I  ordered  them  to  proceed 
through  the  Cedar  Swamp,  to  the 
Schuyler's-ferry     by     Capt.     high  grounds  near  Schuyler's    houfe,. 


Drummond,  with  two  pieces  of  can 
non,  250  recruits  of  the  71ft  regi- 
ment, and  fome  convalefccnts. 

At  Fort  Lee  by  Major-general 
Vaughan,  with  Capt.  Emmerick's 
chafleurs,  five  companies  of  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry,  the  57th, 
C'3d,  and  Prince  Charles's  regiment, 
and  c  pieces  of  very  light  artillery. 

And  at  Tapan  by  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Campbell,  with  ioo  Provin- 
ciaJs,  and  4..  marines. 

The  corps  which  landed  at  Eliza- 
beth-town  Point  to  proceed  towards 


where 


Capt.  Sutherland  with  250 
men  had  been  for  fome  time.  Find- 
ing it  neceffary  to  amufe  the  enemy, 
who  being  informed  of  the  landing 
at  Elizabeth-town  Point,  were  retir- 
ing with  their  cattle,  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  fhew  themfelves,  and 
about  noon  the  enemy  were  much 
encreafed  in  number,  and  had  got 
one  piece  of  cannon.  They  had  all 
the  boats  on  their  fide  of  the  river. 

Firing  cf  mufquetry  and  cannon 
continued  the  wliole  day  with  little 
or  no  lofs  on  either  ude.     Much  loofe 

firing 
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firing  was   heard   beyond   Newark, 
and  at  night  we  had  a  private  report 
that  Gen  Campbell  had  taken  poflbf- 
iion  of  that  town.  I  fent  immediately 
to  tell   him  our  fituation,  but  foon 
afterwards,    by   the    noife   of  cattle 
driving  and  march  of  troops,  found 
he  had  continued  iiis  route,  was  op- 
pofite  to  us,  and  on  his  way  to  A.qua- 
kinack.     I  judged  it  bell  to   order 
him  to  halt  till  morning.     At  dav- 
break  the    rebels  appeared  in  fome 
force,  and  about  noon  they  had  three 
pieces  of  cannon  in  battery  on   their 
nde  of  the  ravine.     I  went  over  to 
obferve  them, rand  had  every  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  from  their  cloathing  and 
artillery,  that    they   were  Reinforced 
by  what  is  called  continental  troops. 
To  try  tlieir  countenance,  and  give 
an  opportunity  to  the  Provincials,  I 
ordered  Burkick's  battalion  to  march 
through  a  corn-field,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  taking  in  flank  a  body  of  the 
rebels  polled  behind  allone  wall,  and 
which  it  v.ould  have  been  difficult  to 
have  removed  by  a  front  attack.  The 
regiment  marched  with  great  fpirit, 
a^d   their  march,    with   fome   little 
movement  to  favour  it,  obliged  the 
rebels  to  quit  witliout  a  ihot.    I  then 
repaffed  the  river,  de/iring   General 
Campbell   to  lofe  no  opportunity  of 
giving   them  a   bruih,  and,  if  pof- 
Jibie,  of  taking  their  cannon. 

In  the  evening  the  rebels  retired, 
as  we  fuppofed,  to  the  neighbouring 
woods,  and  I  waited  only  to  hear  of 
the  arrival  of  a  fquadron  of  cavairy, 
which  I  had  ordered  to  join  General 
Vaughan  from  Paulus  Hook,  to  fettle 
a  plan  in  which  part  of  General 
Vaughan's  corps  might  co-operate 
with  General  Lampbell's,  ir*  endea- 
vouring to  furround  them.  In  the 
mean  time  I  received  a  letter  from 
General  Vaughan,  acquainting  me, 
thai,  by  information  from  his  patrols, 
the  rebels  were  affemblmg  in  great 
force  at  the  Ciove.  This  intelli- 
gence, and  their  leaving  us  fo  lud- 
denly,  gave    me  fome  fufpicion   of 


their  intention,  and  made  it  nec^- 
fiiry  for  me  to  ailemble  oui  little  ar- 
my as  foon  as  polfible,  occupy  New- 
bridge in  fome  force,  and  fend  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell  from  New- 
bridge towards  Tapan,  to  obferve 
their  motions  in  that  quarter. 

General  Campbell  began  his  march 
at  day-break,  and  was  not  followed, 
I  ordered  the  fmall  corps  on  the 
heights  of  Schuyler,  reinforced  with 
two  companies  of  grenadiers,  to  fall 
back  and  cover  the  entry  of  the  defile; 
and  when  the  cattle  we  had  got  on 
that  fide  had  pafled  the  river,  they 
were  to  pafs  alfo,  and  remain  witli 
their  cannon  on  the  other  fide. 

1  then  went  to  General  Vaughan 
at  Slactcrdam,  and  having  aflembled 
the  little  army  and  the  cattle,  I  or- 
dered him  to  march  to  Newbridge, 
and  General  Campbell  towards  Hack- 
infack. 

The  whole  aflembled  at  Newbridge 
on  the  i<;th,  and  then  hearing  no- 
thing of  die  enemy,  having  collefted 
our  cattle^  the  foldiers  without  tents 
or  blankets,  and  the  weather  threats 
ening,  I  thought  it  advifeable  to  fall 
back.  I  accordingly  ordered  General 
Campbell  to  continue  his  march  to 
Englifli  Neighbourhood,  taking  with 
him  the  cattle,  amounting  to  400 
head,  including  20  milch  cows,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  hofpit^l,  (which  was 
all  I  would  fufi^er  to  be  taken  from 
the  inhabitants)  400  flieep,  and  a  few. 
horfes. 

On  the  1 6th,  General  Campbell 
marched  to  Bergen-point,  where  he 
embarked  for  Staten  Ifland,  and 
General  Vaughan  to  Fort  Lee,  not 
followed  by  a  fingle  man,  where  he 
repafl^ed  the  North  River,  and  the 
whole  returned  to  their  former  fliations 
by  two  o'clock. 

I  wifh  upon  this  occafion  to  exprefs 
the  very  great  afli  fiance  I  have  receiv- 
ed from  the  navy ;  indeed  I  have  ex- 
perienced it  in  every  inflance  ;  but 
the  excellent  arrangement  of  the  boats 
in  this   affair,  aud  tlie  fecrecy  with 

which 
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which  every  thing  utis  conducted, 
demand  my  particular  acknowledg- 
sient. 

Your  Excellency  will  permit  me 
to  give  the  highell  commendation  to 
the  reguhirity  of  the  troops,  both 
Britifh,  Foreign,  and  Provincials^ 
during  this  excurfion.  Their  ftridl 
attention  to  difcipline  did  them  and 
their  officers  great  credit. 
Heturn  of  the  killed,   n.coiinded,  pri- 

Joners,   and  mij:ng,  of  the  following 

corps  during  an  exciirjion  to  jfer/ey, 

fro?n  the  izth  to  the  l6th  cf  Sep- 
tember.,   1777. 

Englijh  Fuzileers.  I  Lieutenant, 
I  rank  and  file,  ivounded. 

26th  Regiment.  2  Rank  and  file, 
killed ;  2  rank  and  file,  n.vounded. 

zd  Regiment.  6  Rank  and  file, 
nvounded -y  1  Serjeant,  5  drummers, 
4  rank  and  file,  mijjing ;  5  rank  and 
file,  taken  prifoners. 

K^-^th  Regiment.  3  Rank  and  file, 
Jtitled;  2  rank  and  file,  ivounded ;  z 
yank  and  file,  mijjitig. 

7ry?  Regiment,  i  rank  and  file, 
•wounded. 

Gen.  Skinner^s  brigade.  3  Rank 
and  file,  killed ;  5  rank  and  file, 
tnjounded'y  3  rank  and  file,  miJJlng. 

Total.  8  Rank  and  file,  killed ;  i 
Lieutenant,  17  rank  and  file,  nuound- 
td ;  T  drummer,  9  rank  file,  miJJing ; 
^  rank  and  file,  taken  pri/nncrs. 

Lieutenant  Haymer  of  7th  regi- 
Irient,  nvocmded. 

(Signed) 

H.  Clinton,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-gcftercl 

C.-v-MPBELL  to  Sir  Henry  Clik- 

TO-N,  dated  Head  garters,  St  at  en 

tfland,  yluguf  23,   1777. 
Sir, 

T  had  the  honour  of  infornTing  you 
yellerday  morning  of  a  deicent  made 
hy  the  rebels  on  this  ifland,  and  of 
my  being  on  my  march  with  the  5 2d 
regiment  of  Britiih  and  5d  rrgiment 
of  Waldeck,  with  two  field  pieces  to 
each  battalion,  to  reconnoitre,  and  if 
poflible  to  attack  them.  T  am  ferry 
jiew  to  add>  that  the  entm/  eifcdk'd 
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almoft  a  total  furprlze  of  two  batta* 
lions  of  the  JVrfey  Provincials,  which 
occafioned  nearly  the  whole  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  his  Majefty's  troops,  as  will 
appear  by  the  inclofed  return. 

Soon  after  I  wrote,  I  had  intelli- 
gence that  the  enemy  was  moving  to- 
wards Richmond,  with  an  intention 
(as  I  conjeftured)  of  occupying  the 
adjacent  heights,  and  thereby  be  en- 
ablnd  to  cut  oil"  the  retreat  of  three 
Provincial  regiments  ftationed  beyond 
that  village,  which  determined  me  to 
move  forward  to  prevent  the  facrificc 
of  that  corps ;  but  a  ineiTcnger  foon 
after  arrived  from  Lieutenant-colonel 
Dongan,  with  information,  that  an 
attack  had  likewife  been  made  on  the 
weft  part  of  the  ifland  ;  that  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Lawrence  and  a  good 
many  of  his  corps  had  been  made  pri- 
foners ;  but  that  he  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Allan,  and  their  battalions, 
with  a  few  of  Lawrence's  that  had 
joined  them,  had  taken  polTeffion  of 
fome  works  formerly  thrown  up  by 
the  rebels  near  Princes  Bay,  where 
they  fhould  be  able  to  defend  them- 
felves  until  fupported,  or  that  boats 
Ihould  arrive  to  carry  them  off.  This 
ftrengthening  me  in  my  former  refo- 
lution.  I  advanced  on  the  footfteps  of 
the  enemy,  and  proceeded  without 
the  leaft  interruption  to  the  village  of 
Richmond,  where  I  was  obliged  to  halt 
to  bring  up  the  rear,  and  to  refrefh  the 
troops,  who  were  even  at  this  time 
very  much  fatigued  from  exceffive 
heat.  From  this  place  Brigadier- 
general  Skinner  was  direfted  to  fend 
repeated  exprefles  to  inform  Colonel 
Dongan  of  my  approach,  and  defiring 
him  to  endeavour  a  junftion.  I  had 
proceeded  but  a  Ihort  way  beyond 
Richmond,  when  I  was  informed, 
that  the  rebels  had  reached  the  Old 
Blazing  Star,  and  were  ufing  the 
greateft  diligence  in  tranfporting  their 
troops  to  the  Jerfey  fhore.  At  this 
very  inftant  an  officer  arrived  from. 
Colonel  Dongan,  that  he  was  a  little 
more  than  at  a  mile's  diftance  on  his 
way  to  join  me ;  whereupon  I  fent 

him 
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him  orders  to  turn  towards  the  enemy,     headed  by  thejr  refpeflive-  GeHcrals^ 
and  to  attack  whatever  body  he  could     befides  Drayton's  and  Ogden's  butta- 


come  up  with,  and  I  was  following 
with  all  expedition,  and  would  im- 
mediately fupport  him.  He  obeyed 
my  orders  with  fpirit,  bravery,  and 
refolution,  and  engaged  their  rear  for 
near  half  an  hour,  when  the  5  2d  re- 
giment coming  up,  exchanging  fome 
ihots,  and  moving  to  take  them  in 
flank,  and  the  cannon  having  by  this 
time  begun  to  play  upon  their  boats, 
about  150  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Camp- 
bell of  the  5  2d  regiment,  and  the  re- 


lions.  Wc  have  taken  in  all  259 
prifoners,  among  whom  are  i  Lieute- 
nant-colonel, 3  Majors,  2  Captains, 
and  1 5  inferior  officers.  Their  lofs 
in  killed  cannot  be  afcertained,  but 
muft  have  been  confiderable. 

I  cannot  do  too  much  julHce  to  the 
bravery  and  fpirit  of  the  troops. 
Both  officers  and  men  feemed  only 
anxious  to  engage,  and  emulous  who 
Ihould  be  foremoll:  in  the  race  of 
glory.  And  1  mull:  add,  that  the  fe- 
veral  Commanding  Officers  did  jullice 


mainder,  of  nearly  the  fame  number,    to  the  ardour  of  their  troops,  which 


retreated.towards  the  extremity  of  the 
illand  oppofite  Ainboy,  of  which  fell 
number  I  have  frnce  learned  was  Bri- 
gadier-general De  Bore  ;  and  reports 
render  it  ftill  doubtful  whether  he  has 
as  yet  made  his  efcape  from  off  the 
ifland  :  however,  the  troops  were  by 
this  time  fo  much  fatigued,   that  1 


they  knew  how  to  temper  with  judg- 
ment and  conduft.  For  further  par- 
ticulars I  refer  you  to  Brigade  Major 
Campbell,  who  was  prefent  at  the 
whole  affair,  and  charged  with  the 
delivery  of  this.  I  have.  Sec. 
(Signed) 
John  Campbelc,  Brigadier-gen. 


found  it  altogether  impoffible  to  pur-    Co^y  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-gene 


fue  them  ;  and  I' fear  the  greater  part, 
if  riot  the  whole,  found  means  to 
crofs  over  near  Amboy. 

The  troops  lay  for  that  night  under 
arms,  and  this  morning  1  detached 
the  greater  part  of  General  Skinner's 
brigade  towards  Amboy,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  the  regular  troops  on  my 
return.  A  party  was  this  day  alio 
©rdered  to  bring  off  the  enemy's  boats 
under  the  cover  of  a  piece  of  cannon, 
which  was  cffefted  withoat  any  lofs . 

I  muft  not  forget  to  mention,  that 


n7/.Srr  Henry  Clinton  /o  G^- 
nera^  SirWlhl.TA.u  Howe,  dated 
Fort  Montgomery ,  Oil.  9,    1777. 

Sir, 
In  the  lafl  letter  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  write  to  your  Excellency, 
I  mentioned  my  intention,  with  tho 
fmall  force  that  could  be  fpared  from 
the  important  poll  you  had  left  under 
my  command,  to  make  an  attack 
upon  Forts  Clinton,  Montgomery, 
&c.  Your  Excellency  recolleds  the 
iltuation  of  thefe  forts,  that  they  are 


Colonel  Bulkirk's  battalion  was  early  feparated  by   a  creek    which  comes 

in  the  day  ordered  to  attack  a  party  from  the  mountain,  and  communicate 

left  to  cover  the  enemy's  boats,  which  with  each  other  by  a  bridge. 

they  did  with  charge  of  bayonet,  and  In  my  opinion,  the  only  way  of 

obliged  them  to  retreat  to  the  Jerfey  effecting  it  was  by  a  coup  de  mam  in 

fhore.  the  unguarded   ftate  they  then  were. 

By  prifoner's  reports,  and  from  an  The  Commodore  and  1  having  made 


our  arrangements,  and  every  proper 
jealoufy  having  been  given  for  every 
objeft  but  the  real  one,  the  little 
army,  coolilling  of  about  3000  men, 
arrived  off  Vc-erplanks  point,  pre- 
brigades. — Sullivan's,  ceded  by  the  gallies  under  the  com- 
and  De-  ]3ore's,    and    mand  of  Sir  jamci   Wallaae.      On 

our 


Inclofed  order  found  in  Gen.  Small- 
wood's,  Major  of  Brigades,  pocket, 
who  was  killed,  it  appears,  that 
this  attack  was  carried,  on  by  fe- 
ledl  and  chofen  troops,  and  formed 
from  three 
Smallwood's, 
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Oiir  appearance  the  enemy  retired 
without  firing  a  fhot,  leaving  a  twelve 
pounder  behind  them  ;  and  Sir  James 
moved  up  to  Peek's-kill  Neck  to 
ma/k  the  only  communicat'on  they 
had  acrols  the  river  on  this  fide  of  the 
Highlands. 

At  day-break  on  the  6th,  the  * 
troops  dilembarked  at  Stoney-point. 
The  avant  guarde  of  500  regulars 
and  400  Provincials,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  with 
Colonel  Robinfon  of  the  Provincials 
under  him,  began  its  march  to  occupy 
the  pafs  of  Thunder-hill.  This 
avant  guarde,  after  it  had  pafTed  that 
mountain,  was  to  proceed  by  a  de- 
tour of  feven  miles  round  the  hill, 
and  debouchee  in  the  rear  of  Fort 
Montgom.ery,  while  Gen.  Vaughan 
with  1200  f  men,  was  to  continue 
his  march  towards  Fort  Clinton,  co- 
vering the  corps  under  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell,  and  aportee  to  co- 
operate, by  attacking  Fort  Clinton, 
or  in  cafe  of  misfortune  to  favour  the 
retreat.  Major-general  Tryon,  with 
the  remainder,  being  the  rear  J  guard, 
to  leave  a  battalion  at  the  pafs  of 
Thunder-hill,  to  open  our  communi- 
cation with  the  fleet. 

Your  Excellency  recolledling  the 
many,  and,  I  may  {ay,  extraordinary 
difficulties  of^ihis  march  over  the 
mountains,  every  natural  obflruftion, 
and  all  that  art  could  invent  to  add 
to  them,  will  not  be  furprized,  that 
thfe  corps,  intended  to  attack  Fort 
IVIontgomery  in  the  rear,  could  not 
get  to  its  ground  before  five  o'clock ; 
about  which  time  I  ordered  General 
Vaughan's  Lorps,  aportee,  to  begin 
the  aitock  on' Fort  Clinton,  to  pulh, 
if  poflible,  and  diflodge  the  enemy 
from  tlieir  advanced  Jtation  behind  a 
Hone  breaft-work,  having  in  front, 
Jbr  half  a  mile,  a  molt  impenetrable 
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abbatis.  This  the  General,  hy  hh 
good  difpofition,  obliged  the  enemy 
to  quit,  though  fupported  by  cannon, 
got  pofieflion  of  the  v^all,  and  there 
waited  the  motion  of  the  co-operating 
troops,  when  I  joined  him,  and  foon 
afterwards  heard  Lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell  begin  his  attack.  1  chofe 
to  wait  a  favourable  moment  before 
I  ordered  the  attack  on  the  fide  of 
Fort  Clinton  ;  which  was  a  circular 
height,  defended  by  a  line  for  muf- 
quetry,  with  a  barbet  battery  in  the 
centre  of  three  guns,  and  flanked  by 
two  redoubts.  The  approaches  to  if 
through  a  continued  abbatis  of  4C0 
yards,  defenfive  every  inch,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  of  ten  pieces  of  can-' 
non.  As  the  night  was  approaching, 
I  determined  to  feize  the  firft  favour- 
able inflant.  A  brifk  attack  on  the 
Montgomery  fide ;  the  gallies  with 
their  oars  approaching,  firing,  and 
even  ftriking  the  fort ;  the  men  of 
war  that  moment  appearing,  crouding 
all  fail  to  fupport  us  ;  the  extreme  ar- 
dour of  the  ti'oops,  in  fhort,  all  de- 
termined me  to  order  the  attack  ; 
General  Vaughan's  fpirited  beha- 
viour and  good  conduft  did  the  reit. 
Having  no  time  to  lofe,  I  particu- 
larly ordered  that  not  a  fhot  Ihould 
be  fired  ;  in  this  I  was  ftriftly  obeyed, 
and  both  redoubts,  &c.  were  ftormed. 
General  Tryon  advanced  v/ith  one 
battalion  to  fupport  Gen.  Vaughan, 
in  cafe  it  might  be  neceffary,  and  he 
arrived  in  time  to  join  in  the  cry  of 
viftory. 

Trumbach's  regiment  was  polled  at 
the  Hone-wall  to  cover  our  retreat  in 
cafe  of  misfortune.  The  night  being 
dark,  it  was  near  eight  o'clock  before 
we  could  be  certain  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  attack  againlt  Fort  Montgomery, 
which  we  found  afterwards  had  fuc- 
ceeded  at  the  fame  inftant  that  of 


•  jzd  and  27th  regiments,  Loyal  Americans,  Ncw-Yoik  volunteers,  and  Emetick'a 
Provincial  chaflTeurs. 

-}■  Grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  26th  and  63d  regiments,  one  company  of  the  7lft»  on^ 
trcnp  of  difmoiinted  dragoons,  HelTun  chafleuts. 

1  Roval  fuzilee.T,  and  Heflian  reeiment  of  Trumbach,         : 

Fort 
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Fort  Clinton  diJ,  and  that  by  the 
excellent  ciifporuion  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  was  unfortu- 
nately killed  on  the  firll  attack,  but 
feconded  by  Colonel  Robinfon  of 
the  Loyal  American  regiment,  by 
whofe  knowledge  of  the  country  I 
was  much  aided  in  forming  my  plan, 
and  to  whofe  fpirited  conduft  in  the 
execution  of  it  I  impute  in  a  great 
meafure  the  fuccefs  of  the  entcr- 
prize. 

Our  lofs  was  not  very  confiderable 
excepting  in  fome  refpedable  officers, 
who  were  killed  in  the  attack. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  the 
rebels  fet  fire  to  their  two  fhips, 
Montgomery  and  Con gr el's,  fome 
gal  lies  and  other  armed  veffels,  with 
their  cannon,  llores,  &c.  in  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  your 
Excellency  a  return  of  the  cannon, 
llores,  iS-C.  taken.  That  of  ftores  is 
very  confiderable,  this  being,  I  be- 
lieve, their  principal  magazine. 

The  Commodore  has  aflilled  me 
with  his  advice,  and  every  effort.  We 
fent  a  joint  fummons  to  Fort  Confti- 
tution,  but  our  flag  meeting  with  an 
infoient  reception,  unknown  in  any 
war,  we  determined  to  challize,  and 
therefore  an  embarkation  under  Ma- 
jor-general Tryon,  and  Sir  James 
Wallace,  with  the  gallies,  was  or- 
dered. They  found  the  Fort  eva- 
cuated in  the  greateft  confufion,  their 
ftore-houles  burnt,  but  their  cannon 
were  left  unfpiked.  The  Commo- 
dore immediately  ordered  Sir  James 
Wallace  up  thenver,  and  if  it  Ihould 
be  poffible  to  find  a  pafl'age  through 
the  chevaux  de  frize,  between  Polypus 
I  Hand  and  the  Main,  he  may  pro- 
bably do  mofl:  eiTential  fervice. 

In  juftice  to  Captain  Pownal,  who 
commanded  the  fiat  boats,  and  the 
ofiicers  under  him,  I  mull  mention 
to  your  Excellency  that  that  fervice 
could  not  have  been  more  zealouHy 
or  punftually  attended  to. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)       H.  CtiNTON,  Lt.  Gea. 


OStole>'  9,   10  o'clock  at  night. 

P.  S.  Major  General  TiVon,  whom 
I   detached  this  morning  with  Eme- 
rick's  chafTeurs,  50  yagers,  the  Royal 
Fuzileers  and  regiment  of  Trumbach, 
with  two   three-pounders,   to  dcilroy 
the  rebel  fettlement  called  the  Conti- 
nental Village,  has  jull  returned,  and 
reported  to  me  that  he  has  burned 
barracks  for  1500  men,  feveral  llore- 
houfes,  and  loaded  waggons.     The 
extreme  badnefs  of  the  weather  mak- 
ing it  neceffary  to  be  as  expeditious  as 
poffible,  no  account  could  be  taken 
of  the  ftores,  but  I  believe  them  to 
have  been  confiderable.     I  need  not 
point  out  to  your  Excellency  the  con- 
fequence   of  deftroying  this  poft,  as 
it  was  the  only  ellablilhment  of  the 
rebels  in  that  part  of  the  Highlands, 
and    the   place    from    whence    any 
neighbouring    body   of  troops  drew 
their   fupplies.     Fanning's  and  Bay- 
ard's corps  marched  from  Verplanks 
Point   to    co-operate    with   General 
Tryon,  but  finding  he  met  with  no 
oppofition,    they  were  ordered  back 
to  their  poft.  Signed  H.  C. 

Return  of  cannon,  fioresy  ammunition^ 

l3c.  taken  and  deftroyed  upon  the  ex~ 

pedition  up  the  North  River,  OSl.  6, 

1777. 

Cayinon.  Thlrty-two  pounders  6  ; 
eighteen-pounders  5;  twelve-pounders 
7  ;  nine-pounders  3  ;  fix-pounders  41  ; 
four-pounders  3  ;  three-pounders  2  ; 
two -pounders  z  ;   Tntal  bj . 

Two  frigates  built  for  30  and  36 
guns  were  burnt  by  the  rebels  on  the 
forts  being  taken.  The  guns  aboard 
them,  and  two  gallies  which  were 
likewife  burnt,  amounted  to  above 
50.  One  floop  with  10  guns  fell  into 
our  hands.  The  Vv-hole  lofs  therefore 
is  above  1 00  pieces. 

Po^^der.  54  calks  ;  i\  \  barrels  ; 
12,2361b.  exclufive  of  what  was 
aboard  the  veffels. 

Cartridges  fitted.  1852  cannon; 
57,396  mufquet. 

Cannon  fijct.  9530  roimd  ;  886 
double    headed  \    2483    grape    and 

H  h  h  cafe  : 
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cftfe  :   3^  '^wt.   I.  qr.   15  lb.   Land- 
gpidge. 

For  mufquets.      1  "79  wt.  of  ball; 
lj6  vvt.  of  buck  fiiot ;    (-400  flints. 

Every    article    belonging    to    the 
Laboratory  in  the  greaiell  pei-i"e£rion. 
Other    ftores,     fuch     as     port-fires, 
match,  harnefs,  fpare  gun  carriages, 
tools,  inftruments,  clc.  kc.  in  great 
plenty.     A  large  quantity  of  provi- 
iions.     The  boom  and  chain  which 
ran  acrofs  the  river  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomery   to   St.    Anthony's  Nofe    is 
luppofed    to    have    coll    the    rebels 
70,0001.     Another  boom  which   we 
deltroyed  near  Fort  ConlHtution  mull 
likewife  have  coll    the  rebels   much 
money   and   labour.      Barracks     for 
1500  men  were  dellroyed  by  Major- 
general  Tryon  at   Continental  Vil- 
lage, befides  feveral  llore-houfes  and 
loaded  waggons,  of  the  articles  con- 
tained in  which  no  accounts  could  be 
taken. 

Return    of  the  killed,   nvniincitd,  and 

niijfmg  of  the  troops  under  the  coin- 

mand     of     Lieutenant-general    Sir 

Henry    Clinton,    in  the  fiortn 

of  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery  on 

the  tith  of  Ociober,    1777. 

Light  infantry  and  grenadiers.      I 

Captain,   3  rank  and  file,    killed',   i 

Captain,   i    Lieutenant,    i    Serjeant, 

30  rank  and  file,  n.vounded ;   3    rank 

and  file,  jnijjing. 

%6th  regiment.  I  Rank  and  file, 
killed;  I  Lieutenant,  i  rank  and  file, 
ivounded. 

^id.    I  Lieutenant-colonel,  2  rank 
.and   file,  killed;    2    Lieutenants,     i 
Enfign,  13  rank  and  file,  nvounded. 

^']th.  2  Serjeants,  4  rank  and 
iile,  killed;  I  Laptain,  i  drummer, 
18  rank 'and  file,  ijoounded. 

6-\d.  1  Major,  i  Lieutenant,  1 
Serjeant,  6  rank  and  file,  killed;  2 
Captains,  2  Serjeants,  z-j  rank  and 
file,  nvomided. 

One  company  in"]  \fi.    l  Lieutenant, 

3  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Lieutenant, 

I  Serjeant,  7  rank  and  file,  -Mounded. 

Hefftan  chaffeurs.     3  rank  and  file, 

killed  y  u  rank  and  ^Je,  pounded. 
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Hefjlan  regiment  of  Trnmbacfj.  C 
rank  and  file,  'zvounded. 

Capt.  Emerick" s  Pronjincial  corps. 
1  rank  and  file,  killed;  5  rank  and 
file,   ivounded. 

Loyal  Americans.  1  Enfign,  2 
rank  and  file,  ivounded. 

Neiv-7'ork  I'oliinieers.  I  Major,  7 
rank  and  file,  killed;  10  rank  and 
file,  <\K)cundid;  2  rank  and  file,. 
miffing. 

Total.  I  Lieuten:int-co1oT!cI,  2 
Majors,  1  Captain,  2  Lieutenants,  i 
Enfign,  3  Serjeants,  3orankand  file, 
killed;  4  Captains,  5  Lieutenants, 
2  Enfigns,  4  Serjeants,  r  drummer, 
I  26  rank  and  file,  <wounded  ;  5  rank 
and  file,  miffing. 

Is! antes  and  ranks  of  the  oficers  killed 
and  •ivounded  in  the  aho've  return. 
Light  infantry  and  grenadiers. 
Capt.  Stuart,  zbth,  killed.  Captain 
D'Eeb,  Anfpach  grenadiers,  Lieut. 
M'-Donell,   zbth,  ^wounded. 

z6ih  regiment.  Lieutenant  Del- 
hunty,  nxiounded. 

<^zd.  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell, 
killed;  Lieutenants  Grofp,  RufTel, 
Enfign  Thomas,  nxiounded. 

K,ith.    Capt.  Brownlow,  ^jjounded. 
63^.       Major     Sill,     Lieutenant 
Wrixen,    killed;    Captains  Nelbitt, 
Jones,  ivounded. 

7  (_/?.  Lieutenant  M'Kenzie,  killed^ 
Lieutenant  Frazer,  mounded. 

Loyal  Americans.  Enfign  Ward, 
nvouT^ded. 

New -York  'volunteers.  Major 
Grant,  Enfign  M'Donell,  killed.  _ 

N.  B.  Count  Graboulkie,  a  Polifh 

Nobleman  afling  as  Aid   du  Camp 

to  Lieutenant-general  Clinton,  killed, 

not  included  in  the  above  return. 

Copy   of  a    letter  from    General    Sin 

William  Howe  to  Zo;v/Georce 

Germain,     dated    Philadelphia , 

Z^th  Odoher,    XJ"]! . 

My  Lord, 
The  enemy  having  entrenched 
about  eight  hundred  men  at  Red 
Bank,  upon  the  Jerfey  fliore,  fome 
little  dillance  above  Fort  Illand, 
Colonel  Donop,  with  tkree  battalions 
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of  Heffian  grenadiers,  the  regiment  ot, 
Mirback,  and  the  infantry,  chafrcurs, 
crofied  the  Delaware  on  the  zill  in- 
ilant  to  Cooper's  Ferry,  oppofke  to 
this  town,  with  direflions  to  proceed 
to  the  attack  of  that  poll.  The  de- 
tachment marcJied  a  part  of  the  way 
on  the  fame  day,  and  on  the  2 2d 
jn  the  afternoon  was  before  Red 
Bank  :  Colonel  Donop  immediately 
made  the  bell  dilpofition,  and  led  on 
the  troops  in  the  moll  gallant  manner 
to  the  aflault.  They  carried  an  ex- 
tenfive  outwork,  from  v\hence  the 
enemy  were  driven  into  an  interior 
intrenchment,  which  could  not  be 
forced  without  ladders,  being  eight 
or  nine  feet  high,  with  a  parapet 
boarded  and  fraiKcd.  The  detach- 
ment in  moving  up  and  returning 
from  the  attack  was  much  galled  by 
the  enemy's  gallies  and  floating  bat- 
teries. 

Colonel  Donop  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Minningerode  being  both 
wounded,  the  command  devolved 
upon  Lieutenant-colonel  Linfmg, 
who,  after  collefting  all  the  wounded 
that  could  be  brought  off,  marched 
that  night  about  five  miles  towards 
Cooper's-ferry,  and  on  the  following 
morninc  returned  with  the  detach- 
ment  to  camp. 

Colonel  Donop  unfortunately  had 
his  thigh  fo  much  fraftured  by  a  muf- 
quet  ball,  that  he  could  not  be  re- 
moved, but  I  fmce  undcriland  there 
are  fome  hopes  of  his  recovery.  There 
were  feveral  brave  officers  loft  upon 
this  occafion,  in  which  the  utmoll 
ardour  and  courage  vveredifplayed  by 
both  officers  and  loldiers. 

On  the  23d  the  Augufta  in  com- 
ing up  the  river,  with  fome  other 
fhjps  of  \wnr,  to  engage  the  enemy's 
gallies  near  the  fort,  got  aground, 
and  by  fome  accident  taking  fire  in 
the  adtion,  was  unavoidably  con- 
fumed  ;  but  I  do  not  hear  there  were 
any  lives  loft.  The  Merlin  floop 
alio  grounded,  and  the  other  ihips 
beine  oblipi^d  to  remove  to  a  diftance 


from  the  explofion  of  the  Augufta,  it 
became  expedient  to  evacuate  and 
burn  her  alfo. 

Thefe  difappointments  however 
will  not  prevent  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures  being  purfued  for  the  re*- 
dudion  of  the  fort,  which  will  give 
us  the  pailage  up  the  river. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec, 

W.  Howe, 

P.  S,  I  have  tlie  fatisfadlion  to 
inclofe  to  your  Lordlliip  a  report  juft 
received  of  a  very  fpirited  piece  of 
fervice  performed  by  Major-general 
Vaughan,  and  Sir  James  Wallace, 
up  the  Hudfon's  River. 
CoJ>y   of  Major-general  Vaughan'j 

Report. 
On  board  the   Friendjhip    off  E/opuSy 

Friday,    Qdobet:    17,      10    0  clock t 

mor?iing. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  15  th  in- 
ftant  I  arrived  oft'  E  fop  us ;  finding 
that  the  rebels  had  tlirown  up  works, 
and  had  made  every  difpolition  to  an- 
nov  us,  and  cut  oft"  our  communica- 
ticn,  1  judged  it  neceftaiy  to  attack 
them,  the  wind  being  at  that  time  fo 
much  againft  us  that  we  could  make 
no  way.  I  accordingly  landed  the 
tj-oops,  attacked  their  batteries,  drove 
them  from  their  works,  fpiked  and 
deilroyed  their  guns.  Efopus  being 
a  nuriery  for  almoll  every  villain  in 
the  country,  I  judged  it  neceftary  t(? 
proceed  to  that  town.  On  our  ap- 
proach they  were  drawn  up  with  can- 
non, wftich  we  took  and  drove  them 
out  of  the  place.  On  our  entering 
the  town  thev  fired  from  their  houfes, 
which  induced  me  to  reduce  the  place 
to  alhes,  which  I  accordingly  did, 
not  leaving  a  houfe.  We  found  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ilores  of  all 
kinds,  which  Ihared  the  fame  fate. 

Sir  ]ames  Wallace  has  deilroyed 
all  the  '.hipping  except  an  armed  gal- 
ley, which  run  up  the  Creek  with 
e\'ci^  thing  belonging  to  the  veftels 
in  ftore. 

H  h  h  2  Our 
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Our  lofs  Is  fo  Inconfiderable  that 
it  is  not  at  prefcnt  worth  while  to 
mention.     I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  John  Vauchan. 

Admiralty-Ofice,  Dcccmler  i,    17' 7. 
Copy  cf  a  Letter  from   Vice  Adtniral 

Lord  V'.jcount  Howe   to  Mr.  Ste- 

PHEN„.     Dated  071  board  his  Ma- 
jejij  's   Jhip    Eagle,    in    the   Ri'uer 

Deiunjoare,  Gdober  zz,,    1777. 

The  Loras  CommifTioners  of  the 
Admiralty  will  be  informed  by  my 
laft  letter  of  the  28th  cf  Auguil  of 
the  rrrival  of  the  fleet  at  XXit  head  of 
Cheftpeak  Bay,  and  the  debarkation 
of  the  army  the  25th  in  the  River 
Elk. 

Theprov'fionsj  Aiilitary  ftores,  and 
b-iggaga  required  having  been  landed 
unuer  the  diredion  of  Captain  Dun- 
can, by  the  7  th  of  the  nexl  mont'i 
the  army  advanced  towards  the  rebel 
forces  alTembled  near  Wilmington  on 
the  fide  of  the  Delaware. 

The  enemy  confiding  in  the 
Hrength  of  their  fituation,  and  wait- 
ing the  approach  of  the  army,  were 
charged  the  1  ith  in  the  evening  with 
fo  much  fpirit,  that  notwithllanding 
the  advantages  of  their  poll,  they 
were  quickly  forced  on  every  part, 
and  retreated  in  great  confuiion  to- 
wards the  town  of  Philadelphia. 

When  this  account  was  forwarded, 
die  lois  in  either  army  was  not  af- 
certained.  Bi:t  twelve  pieces  of  can- 
non had  been  taken  in  the  field  ;  and 
the  vidory  would  have  probably  been 
compleat,  but  for  the  great  fatigue 
of  the  King's  forces  in  a  long  and 
difficult  march  round  by  the  Forks  of 
the  Brandywine,  to  arrive  in  the  def- 
tined  pofition  for  the  commencement 
of  the  attack. 

Upon  intelligence  of  this  event  re- 
ceived the  13th,  preparation  was 
made  for  taking  the  firlt  favourable 
opportunity  to  move  the  fleet  round 
to  a  proper  anchoiage  for  ^rcierving 
a  free  communication  with  liie  army 
in  this  river. 

The  progrefs  down  the  Bay  was 


confiderably  retarded  by  tlie  ilate  of 
the  weather  and  intricacy  of  ths  na- 
vigation which  did  not  admit  of  con- 
tinuing under  fail  during  the  night, 
whereibre,  though  quitting  the  Elk 
the  I4ch,  the  fleet  could  not  put  to 
fca  from  the  Capes  of  Virginia  until 
the  23d  of  the  iame  month.  I  then 
proceeded  forward  in  the  Eagle  with 
the  Vigilant  and  Ihs,  and  a  fmall 
diviuon  of  the  tranfports  in  v/hich 
fome  articles  of  provifions  and  mili- 
tary fl:ores,  likely  to  be  fooneil  wanted 
for  the  army,  had  been  for  that  pur- 
pofe  embarked,  and  left  the  body  of 
the  fleet  to  be  conduced  by  Captain 
Grifrith  with  the  reil  of  the  Ihips 
of  war. 

Having  had  very  tempeliuous  wea- 
ther of  fome  duration  to  the  North- 
ward, ill  tliepaiTage  down  Chefepeak 
Lay,  the  profpecl  was  favourable  for 
the  fpeedy  arrival  of  the  fleet  in  the 
Delaware. 

But  when  the  two  divifions  (little 
feparated)  were  advanced  within  a 
few  leagues  of  the  entrance  of  the 
river,  the  wind  changed  in  a  fudden 
fquall  from  the  Southward  in  the 
eveniugofthe  25th;  and  having  con- 
tinued between  the  North-Well  and 
North-Eaft  with  a  degree  of  force 
mvch  too  great  for  the  tranfports  to 
make  any  way  againll  it,  I  was  un- 
able to  get  into  the  river  (followed  a 
few  days  after  by  the  firil  convoy, 
which  1  had  left  in  the  care  of  Cap- 
tain Cornv/aliis  when  the  weather 
became  more  fettled)  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  4th  inllant. 

The  larger  convoy  with  Captain 
Griflith,  though  much  more  dif- 
perfed,  arrived  between  the  6th  and 
iith  of  the  month,  with  no  other 
materia*  accident  except  the  lofs  of 
the  tranfport  named  the  Father's 
Good  Will,  which  having  fprung  a 
leak  when  no  aliircance  could  be  given, 
during  the  bad  weather,  funk  at  fea, 
but  the  crew  were  faved. 

The  lliips  of  war  and  tranfports 
were  anchored  in  the  moil  convenient 
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fituahons  in  the  weftern  (hore  from 
Newcaltle  down  vovvardo  Rudy  Ifland. 

On  my  arrival  off  CJiefter  on  the 
6th  inllant,  I  learnt  that  the  rebel 
army,  faice  the  1 1  th  of  laft  jnonth> 
had  always  been  retiring  with  preci- 
pitation to  avoid  a  general  atflion, 
iometimes  attempting  advantages  by 
furprize  ;  but  the  King's  forces  main- 
taining their  ufual  afcendancy  on 
every  occafion. 

The  General  was  in  pofTefllon  of 
Philadelphia,  and  a  frigate  pf  32 
guns  named  the  Delavv'are,  attempted 
to  be  paiicd  abo\  e  the  town,  had  been 
taken  by  the  troops  which  were  firll 
pofted  there. 

Captain  Hammond  (who  was  re- 
turned here  in  the  Koebuck)  had 
moved  up  the  river  with  the  Pearl, 
Camilla,  and  Liverpool,  as  the  army 
advanced. 

When  I  came  to  this  ftation,  he 
was  lying  with  thofe  frigates  off  Bil- 
lingport,  where  the  rebels  had  nearly 
compleated  a  very  extenlive  work  for 
defending  the  approach  to  the  iiril 
double  line  of  funk  frames  or  chevaux 
de  frize,  which  crofled  the  navigable 
channel  in  that  part  of  the  river. 

I'he  General  having  a  few  days 
before  appointed  a  ftrong  corps  of  in- 
fantry to  be  landed  on  the  Jerfey 
Ihore,  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from 
that  polt,  they  abandoned  it  at  his 
approach.  The  front  to  tlie  river 
had  thereupon  been  deftroyed,  and 
the  troops  that  evening  withdrawn. 

A  trial  had  in  the  mean  time  been 
begun  for  opening  a  paffage  through 
that  firft  obllruclion,  which  the  ene- 
m.y,  with  their  fire  rafts,  gallies,  and 
other  armed  craft,  repeatedly  endea- 
voured to  prevent  under  cover  of  the 
night ;  but  without  any  material  in- 
jury to  the  frigates :  and  a  futhcient 
channel  was  at  length  (though  not 
without  much  difficulty)  made  for 
the  larger  fhips,  by  the  advanced 
fquadron;  the  conduft  of  which  was 
on  every  occafion  to  be  much  ap- 
proved. 


The  remaining  obilrm^ions  to  an 
uninterrupted  communication  with 
the  town  of  Philadelphia,  confilted  of 
an  inclcfed  work  eroded  on  a  flat 
muddy  iiland,  named  Fort  Ifland,  a 
little  dillance  below  the  entrance  of 
the  Schuylkill,  llrengthened  by  four 
block-houfes ;  with  two  floating  bat- 
teries of  nine  guns  each,  and  twelve 
or  fourteen  gallies  mounting  heavy 
cannon,  befides  many  other  armed 
craft  of  lefl'er  force,  and  feveral  flre- 
fliips.  Oppoflte  thereto,  on  the  eaft- 
ern  fl^ore  at  Red  Bank,  above  Manto 
Creek,  a  redoubt  w-as  conftruded., 
under  which  their  moveable  water 
force  could  find  proteftion  occa- 
fionally. 

In  the  front  of  thefe  defences,  to 
the  extent  of  half  a  mile  or  more  be- 
low the  ifland,  (being  the  part  of  the 
channel  where  the  navigation  was 
contrafted  in  the  width  to  about  100 
fathoms)  feveral  rows  of  the  chevaux 
de  frize  were  funk  fo  as  to  render  the 
nearer  approach  of  the  fliips  imprac- 
ticable ;  and  no  attempt  could  be 
made  for  moving  the  funk  frames, 
or  otherwife  clearing  the  channel, 
till  the  command  of  the  fliores  on 
each  iide  of  the  river  could  be  ob- 
tained. 

For  thefe  purpofes  the  General  or- 
dered fome  batteries  to  be  erefted  on. 
the  weftern  fliore  to  diflodge  the  ene- 
my from  the  ifland ;  and  a  body  of 
troops  to  be  landed  for  forcing  the 
redoubt  on  Red  Bank. 

It  was  intended  that  the  Vifjilant 
fliould  pafs  through  a  fliallow  and 
very  confined  channel  between  Hog 
Ifland  (next  below  Fort  Ifland)  and 
the  Pennfylvania  fliore  ;  to  arrive  and 
aft  upon  the  rear  and  lels  defenfible 
part  of  the  work ;  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  navigation  not  admit- 
ting of  a  more  ferious  attack,  for  the 
realons  before-mentioned,  a  diverfion 
was  propofed  to  be  made  at  the  fame 
time  by  the  advanced  frigates,  toge- 
ther with  the  Ifls  and  Augufta,  in 
the  eaflern  or  main  channel  of  the 
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river,  as  well  for  engaging  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  at  Fort  Ifland  and 
the  redoubt,  as  to  rellrain  the  motions 
of  the  gallics  and  other  armed  craft 
which  had  retired  under  the  works  at 
Red  Bank,  when  they  difcovered  the 
danger  they  would  be  expoled  to  in 
their  former  Itations  near  Fort  liland 
from  our  batteries  on  the  wellern 
fhcre. 

The'  wind  continuing  from  the 
.  northward  feveral  fucceflive  days,  the 
Vigilant  couid  not  proceed  according 
to  her  deftination  at  the  time  intend- 
ed. The  Auguiia,  Roebuck,  Liver- 
pool, and  Pearl,  were  neverthelefs 
ordered  above  the  firll  line  of  chevaux 
de  frize  the  2  2d  inftant,  to  be  in 
readinefs  for  fuch  lervice  as  they 
Should  be  able  to  render  when  the 
redoubt  fhould  be  attacked ;  and 
Captain  Reynolds,  being  the  fenior 
officer,  fucceeded  to  the  command  of 
the  advanced  fquadron. 

The  detachment  of  the  army,  con- 
.fifting  of  HelTian  troops  under  Col. 
Donop,  appointed  to  attack  the  re- 
doubt, croil'ed  the  Delaware  oppofite 
to  Philadelphia  the  2 ill  inftant,  in  a 
divilion  of  lliit  boats,  which  Captain 
Clayton  conducted  in  the  night  by 
Fort  Ifland  along  the  welteni  Ihore 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  attack  of  the  redoubt  being 
obferved  to  take  place  the  evening  of 
the  2 2d,  juil  upon  the  clofe  of  day. 
Captain  Reynolds  immediately  flip- 
ped, and  advanced  with  the  fquadron, 
(to  which  the  Merlin  had  been  joined) 
as  fail  as  he  was  able  with  the  flood, 
to  fecond  the  attempt  of  the  troops, 
which  vvcre  feen  to  be  very  warmly 
engaged  :  but  the  change  in  the  na- 
tural courfe  of  the  river,  caufed  by 
the  obftruftions  appearing  to  have  al- 
tered the  channel,  the  Auguiia  and 
Merlin  unfortunately  grounded  fome 
dillance  below  the  fecond  line  of  the 
chevaux  de  frize  ;  and  the  frcfh  nor- 
therly wind,  which  then  prevailed, 
^leatly  checking  the  riiing  of  the 


tide,  they  could  not  be  got  afloat  on    y 
the  fubfequent  flood. 

The  diverfion  was  endeavoured  to 
be  continued  by  the  frigates,  at  which 
the  fire  from  the  enemy's  galiies  was 
cliiefly  pointed  for  fome  time,  isut 
as  the  niglit  advanced,  the  Hefiian 
detachment  having  been  repulfed,  the 
firing  ceafed. 

The  rebels  difcoveririg  the  Hate  of 
the  Augufla  and  Merlin  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d,  renewed  the  fire 
from  their  galiies,  works  and  floating 
batteries.  But  their  mov'eable  force 
rapproaching  little  nearer  than  a  ran- 
dom ihot,  the  injury  was  inconfider- 
able  to  the  ihips  j  and  by  the  alert- 
nefs  and  fpirit  of  the  officers  and  fea- 
men  (of  the  tranfports  as  well  as  fhips 
of  war)  attending  in  the  boats  of  the 
fleet  on  this  occafion,  four  fire  vefTels, 
dircifted  againft  the  Augufla,  were 
fent  without  eft'eft. 

The  Ifis  was  at  this  time  warping 
through  between  the  lower  chevaux 
de  frize.  Empty  tranfports  had  been 
ordered  up  from  the  fleet,  and  other 
preparations  made  for  lightening  the 
Augufla;  when  by  fome  accident,  no 
otliervvile  connefted  with  the  circum- 
ilances  of  the  aftion,  but  as  it  was 
probably  caufed  by  the  wads  from  her 
guivo',  the  fliip  took  fire  abaft,  and  it 
fpread  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  all 
endeavours  to  extinguifh  it  were  ufed 
in  vain.  The  men  were  thereupon 
taken  out,  except  a  very  fmall  num- 
ber not  yet  afcertained.  The  fecond 
Lieutenant  Baldock,  the  Chaplain 
and  Gunner  appear  to  be  of  that 
number. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  proceeding  it 
was  neceffary  to  withdraw  the  fri- 
gates, for  fecuring  them  from  the 
effedl  of  the  blall.  And  as  the  Mer- 
lin could  not  be  protedcd  from  the 
fame  injury,  1  judged  it  requifite  to 
give  orders  for  the  floop  to  be  eva- 
cuated and  deilroyed.  The  other 
fhip  dropped  down  nearer  to  Billing- 
port. 

Much 
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Much  commendation  is  due  to  the        The  general  embarkation  was  thrrt 
fcveral  Captains,  inferior  officers  and     night  made,  and  the  wind  being  Hill 
feamen    concerned    in    this    fervice ;      ' 
and  particularly  in  their  refolute  ex- 
ertions to  aiTill  in  laving  the  crew  of 


favourable,  the  whole,  preceded  by 
the  fquadron  under  Sir  James  Wal- 
lace as  an  advanced  guard,  readied 
Vere  Planks  Point  at  noon  the  day 
following,  and  thofe  in  the  flat  boats 


the  Augufta. 

Admiralty-Office,   December  \,    \~'J1, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Cofnmociorc  Yio-  landed  with  appearance  only   of  an 

THAM    to  Vice-Admiral  Lord  Vif  oppofition.     Sir  James  Wallace  was 

count  Howe,  and  by  his  Lordpip  immediately    difpatched    higher    up 

tranfmittcd    to    Mr.    Stephens,  the  river  to  cut  oft' the  enemy's  com- 

dated  on  board  His  Majefy's  pip  munication  by  Peak's-kill-ferry. 
the  Frefton,  off  PeeFs-Kul  Creek,         The  6th  at  day-break  the  general 

the  gth  cfOiloher,    I'jjy.  debarkation  took  place,   and  all  the 


Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  thought 
it  advifeable  to  make  a  diverfion  up 
the  North  River,  and  the  ncceflary 
arrangements  being  made  in  confe- 
quence,  the  fiat  boats  and  batteaux 
on  the  3d  inftant  proceeded  to  Spik- 
endevil-creekin  three  divifions,  under 
the  Captains  Pownall,  Jordan,  and 
Stanhope :  Captain  Pownall  having 
the  direftion  of  the  whole. 

A  body  of  about  1 100  troops  were 
embarked  in  them  that  evening,  and 


troops,  except  about  four  hundred, 
who  were  left  to  fecure  Vere  Plank 
Neck,  were  foon  landed  at  Stoney 
Point,  upon  the  oppofite  Ihcre,  from, 
whence  they  had  about  twelve  miles- 
to  march  through  a  mountainous  and 
rugged  road  to  Fort  Clinton  and 
Montgomery. 

The  (hips  and  tranfports  then  mov- 
ed higher  up,  and  anchored  oppofite 
Peek's-kill  landing. 

In    the    afternoon     the    advanced 


the  fame  night  proceeded  to  Tarry     fquadron    and   the  tv^/o  frigates  got 


Town,   where  they  landed  at    day- 
break, and  occupied  the  heights  ad- 
joining.     A  fecond  divifion,  nearly 
of  that  number,  marched  out  at  the 
fame   time    from    King/bridge,     and 
formed  a  jundllon  by  land  with  thofe 
who  paffed  by  water.     The  fquadron 
under  Captain Ommanney  had  moved 
up  the  day  before   to  receive   them, 
the  fmaller  part  of  it,  namely,  the 
galleys   and   armed  vefTels,  (as  they 
might  be  to  aft  feparately)  I  thought 
it  advifeable  on  this  occafion  to  make 
a    dilHnft  command,  and  could  not 
place  them  better  than  under  the  di- 
reftion  of  Sir  James  Wallace,  whofe 
knowledge    of  the  river,  as  well  as 
Captain  Ommanney's,  we  fully  ex- 
perienced the  advantage  of. 

The  third  divifion  of  troops  were 
embarked  in  tranfports,  and  on  the 
4th  in  the  morning  left  New- York, 
under  convoy  of  the  Prefton,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  tide  arrived  off" 
Tarry  Town. 


under  fail  and  opened  Fort  Montgo 
mery,  v/ith  a  view  only  to  make  aii 
appearance,   and  thereby  to  caufe  a 
Qi\'erfion  in   favour   of  the    attack, 
wliich  vve  obferved  had  now  be^un. 
Sir  James  by  the  help  of  his  oars  got 
near  enough   in  with  the  gallies  to 
throw  fome  fliot  into  the  fort.     The 
cannonading  and  fire   of  mufquetry 
continued  'till  night,  when,  by  a  molt 
fpirited  exertion,  a  general  and  vigo- 
rous aflault  was  made,  and  the  two 
important     Forts    of    Clinton    and 
Montgomery  fell  by  ilorm  to  his  Mi-- 
jefty's  arms.     On  which   I  have  the 
honour  to  congratulate  your  Lord- 
lliip  molt  fmcerely.  The  rebel  frigates 
are  both  burnt,  with  a  galley,   and 
a  iloop  of  ten  guns  is  taken. 

The  lofs  on  the  enemy's  fide  is  not 
yet  exattly  known,  but  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  about  100  killed 
and  250  taken  prifoners.  Thegreatelt 
lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  King's  troops 
are  about  ^o  killed,  among  whom 

are 
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are  fome  valuable  officers,  namely,  upon  this  occafion,  that  every  te/li- 

Lleutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  Major  mony  is  due  from  me  in  approbation 

Sill,    Major    Grant,    and     Captain  of  their  condutt  during  this  Vcrvice  of 

Stewart,  and  about  150  wounded.  fatigue,  of  which  Capt.Pownal  has  had 

A  fummons  ligned  by  Sir  Henry  his  ihare,  and  is  well  able  to  inform 

Clinton  and  myfclf  was  the  next  day  your  Lordfhips  of  every  particular. 
fent  up  to  Fort   Conllitution,    by  a         I  have  the  farther  pleafure  to  ac- 

flag  of  truce,  which  being  fired   at,  quaint  your  Lordlbip,  that  General 

returned,  and  determined  the  Gene-  Tryon  is  juft  returned  from  Gonti- 

ral  immediately  to  correft  the  infult  nental   Village,    where   he   lias  de- 

by  an  attack.     An  embarkation  was  itroyed  barracks  for  i  qoo  men,  with 

accordingly    made    on   the  morning  Itores  to  a  confiderable  amount. 


oft  the  8th,  and  proceeded  up  the 
river  for  that  purpofe,  under  cover  of 
the  galleys. 

We  found  upon  our  arrival  the  Fort 
had  been  abandoned  in  great  confu- 
iion,  their  barracks  burnt,  but  all 
their  artillery  left.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  cannon  taken  in  three  forts 
amount  to  67,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  provifions,  amm.unition,  and  llores 


Cojij/  of  n  letter  from  Sir  James 
Wallace /o  Commodore  H  o  t  h  a  iw , 
dated.  Gallics  and  Jrmcd  FeJJ'els  off' 
Efopus  Creek,   OSiober  17,    1777. 

Sir, 
We  proceeded  up  the  river,  de- 
ilroying  a  number  of  veflels  as  we 
failed  along,  without  Itopping  till 
we  arrived  at  Efopus-creek,  where 
we  found  two  batteries ;  one  of  two 


of  all  kinds  to  a  very  coniiderable  guns,  the  other  of  three  guns  eredled, 
amount.  I  have  direfted  fuch  part  of  and  an  armed  galley  at  the  mouth  of 
the  chain  and  bomb  as  cannot  be  the  creek,  who  endeavoured  to  pre- 
faved  to  be  dellroyed  :  the  conllruc-  vent  our  paffing  by  their  cannonade, 
tion  of  both  give  ftrong  proofs  of  la-  General  Vaughan  was  of  opinion 
hour,  induftry,  and  ikilL  fuch  a  force  Ihould  not  be  left  fee- 
Sir  James  Wallace,  with  his  flying  hind.  It  was  determined  to  land  and 
fquadron,  is  gone  ftill  higher  up  the  deftroy  them,  and  immediately  exe- 
river,  and  if  he  pafles  the  chevaux  cuted,  without  retarding  our  pro- 
de  frize  at  Pellipus  Ifland,  he  may  ceeding  up  the  river.  The  General 
do  ellential  lervice,  as  there  can  be  marched  for  the  town  and  fired  it. 
nothing  to  give  him  any  interruption.  The  boats  from  the  armed  vefTels 
When  it  is  conlidered  that  this  at-  went  up  the  creek,  burnt  two  brigs, 
tack  was  made  after  a  moft  fatiguing  Several  large  floops  and  other  craft, 
march  tn'cr  precipices,  and  through  with  all  their  apparatus  that  was  in 
roads  almoll  impenetrable,  which  ftore  vipon  the  fhore.  Lieutenant 
made  it  impoffible  for  the  troops  to  Clark  of  the  Dependence,  with  two 
avail  themielves  of  the  ufe  of  cannon  or  three  others,  in  firing  the  ftores 
fo  unnecefTary  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  were  blown  up,  but  we  flatter  our- 
the  little  affillance  they  could  therein  felves  notdangeroufly. 
promife  them  felves  from  the  (hips  ;  The  officers  and  men  upon  this  oc- 
the  accefs  through  the  highlands  to  cafion  behaved  with  the  greateft  fpirit. 


the  forts,  rendering  the  approach  to 
them  fo  precarious,  it  redounds  the 
more  to  the  credit  of  an  enterprize, 
which  was  formed  and  executed  with 
equal  judgment,  valour,  and  fuccefs. 
The  CaptainSj  officers,  and  men 
under  my  command  have  been  fo 
iUcnuoufly   zealous  in  ;heir  exertion.s 


\L,ondon  Gazette, 

Philadelphia,  September  12. 

Letter  from  General  Washington. 

"  bir,      Chejier,  Sept.  11,    1777. 

"  I  am  forry  to  inform  you,  that 

in  this   day's  engagement   v^e   have 

been  obliged  to  leave  the  Qnxcmy  maf- 

ters 
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ters  of  the  field.  Unfortfunately  the 
intelligence  received  of  the  enemy's 
advancing  up  the  Brandywine,  snd 
croffing  the  ford  about  fix  miles 
above  us,  was  uncertain  and  contra- 
dittory,  notwithftanding  all  my  pains 
to  get  the  bcil.  This  prevented  my 
making  a  diipofition  adequate  to  the 
force  with  which  the  enemy  attacked 
us  on  our  right.  In  confequence  of 
which  the  troops  firft  engaged  were 
obliged  to  retire  before  they  could 
be  reinforced. 

"  In   the   midil  of  the   attack  dri 
the  right,  that    body  of  the   enemy 
which  remained  on  the  fide  of  Chad's- 
ford,  crofled  it,  and  attacked  the  di- 
vifion  there,  under  the  command  of 
General  Mayne,  and  the  light  troops 
under  General  Maxwell,  who,  after 
a  ftvere  conflidl,  alfo  retired.     The 
militia,  under   General    Armftrong, 
being   polled  at  a  ford,    about  two 
miles  below  Chad's-ford,  had  no  op- 
portunity of  engaging  ;  but  we  fought 
under  many  difadvantages,  and  were, 
from    the    caufes    above-mentioned, 
obliged  to  retire  ;  yet  our  lofs  of  men 
is,  I  am  perfuaded,  very  confiderable. 
but  I  believe  much  lefs  than  the  ene- 
my ;  we  have  alfo  loll:  eight  pieces  of 
cannon,  according  to  the  bell  infor- 
mation I  can   obtain  ;  the    baggage 
having  been  previoufly  moved  off,  is 
all  faved,  except  the  men's  blankets, 
which  being  at  their  backs,  many  of 
them,  doubtlefs,  were  loll.      I  have 
direifled  all  the  troops  to  aflemble  be- 
hind Chefter,  where  they  are  now  ar- 
i-anging  for  this  night.   Notwithlland^ 
iaig  the  misfortune  of  the  day,  I  am 
happy  to  find  the  troops  in  good  fpi- 
rits,  and  I  hope  another  time  we  fhall 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  we  have  fuf- 
tained.     The  Marquis  la  Fayette  is 
wounded  in   the   leg,    and   General 
Woodford  in  the  hand.  Divers  other 
officers  are  wounded,  and  fome  flain  ; 
but  the  number  of  either  cannot  now 
be  afcertained. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Washing  ro.N." 


"  P.  S.  It  Is  riot  in  my  power  M 
fend  you  certain  intelligence,  the  pre- 
ilnt  being  the  hiH  leifure  moment  I 
have  h.id  faice  the  aft-.^n*" 

PublifheJ  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

BoJio7t,   Ocloher  2. 
Extract  of  a  letter  frvtu  a  gentleman 
of  diJlinSlion  in  Philadelphia  io  his 
friend  in  this  tonvn  dated  Sept.  15, 

^77- 
Dear  Sir, 

In  my  laft  I  wrote  you,  that  we 
were  every  moment  in  cxpedation  of 
engaging  the  enemy.  They  advanced 
by  flow  degrees  up  the  river  Brandy- 
wine,  with   an  evident   intention  of 
croffing  one  of  the  fords.     Our  army 
of  courfe  moved  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  to  prevent  it.     But  as  there 
were  three  fords  within  the  compafs 
of  ten  miles,  we  were  obliged  to  di- 
vide our  army,  to  guard  each  pafs ; 
the  greatefl    probability    was,     that 
they   would    crofs    the    middle   One, 
called     Chad's ;     accordingly      cur 
greatefl  force  was  polled  there,  and 
General  Maxwell,  with  about  1000 
light  troops,  were  fent  acrofs  to  take 
pofTeffion  of  the  oppofite  height.     In 
the  night  of  the  loth  inllant,  chey 
threw  up  a  flight  breafl-woik  of  limbs 
of  trees.     The  next  morning,  about 
eight  o'clock,  the  enemy  appeared  in 
fight,  and  moved  on  a  party  to  dif- 
poflefs  Maxwell,  and  at  a  little  dif- 
tance   opened    upon    our    people   a 
heavy  cannonade  with   8   pieces   of 
cannon,  which  was  returned  by  our 
cannon,  with  good  effeft.      General 
Maxwell  drove  back  the  party  which 
was    fent    againll    him    with    great 
lofs ;  they  were  reinforced  a  fecond 
time,  and  came  on,  but  were  again 
repulfed,  and  followed  fome  dulance 
by  the  General's  party.     But  as  they 
could  not  carry  their  fcheme  into  exe- 
cution while  our  light  troops  remain- 
ed on   the  other  fide  the  river,  they 
were  determined,    at  all  events,    to 
oblige  them   to  retire ;    accordingly 
1 1 i  they 
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ihey  fent  a  very  ftrong  party  round  a  coin's,  but  now  commanded  by  Ge- 
piece   of  woods,    in    order   to  come  neral  Waine.      Here  a  moft  terrible 
Hpon  hi?  flank,  while  the  other  at-  and  bloody  battle  took  place,  which 
tacked  him  in    front.     The  General  was  maintained  with  the  greateft  bra- 
perceived  this  movement,  and  retreat-  very  and  intrepidity  for  upwards  of 
cd  acrofs,  where  he  joined  the  main  half  an  iiour,  when  our  people  were 
body,  with  the   trifling  lofs  of  three  obliged  to  quit  the  field,  and  the  day 
killed,  ai'Kl  eight  or  nine  wounded,  clofing  prevented  any  further  purfuit. 
A  very  intelligent  fellow,  who  was  in  We   loft  in  this  action  nine  pieces  of 
the  aftion,  told  me,  that  v/hen  they  cannon,    a   number   of  officers   and 
purfaed  the  enemy,  he  was  confident  men,  but  none  of  higher  rank  than 
he  faw  near  500-lying  en  the  field  ;  Major  Bulh,  of  Col.  Hartley's  regi- 
but  the  General,  who  is  very  modell  ment,  who  was  killed. 


m  hirs  account  of  the  matter,  ima- 
gines there  were  at  leaft  300  killed 
and  Vv'ounded.  I  was  with  the  main 
body  en  this  fide  the  river,  and  had 
the  pleafure  to  fee  the  Britifli  troops 
run.  The  diftance  from  us  was  not 
much  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
The  enemy  ilill  kept  up  their  can- 
nonade, and  fome  ot  their  troops 
paraded  on  the  heights,  and  appear- 
ed as  if  they  intended  to  attempt 
Chad's-ford,  but  their  main  body 
filed  off  to  the  I'eft,  and  eroding  the 

upper  ford,  marched  on  to  Birming-  oppofite  Chad's-ford,  attempted  to 
ham  Meeting-houfe,  near  which  our  pafs  it,  but  were  attacked  by  Gen, 
right  wing  was  poflcd.  Unfortu-  Maxwell,  who  again  obliged  them  to 
nately  the  accounts  our  General  re-  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  30  men, 
ceived  of  this  movement  were  various  among  whom  was  a  Capt.  Campbell, 
and  contradidory,  which  pievented  a    out  of  whofe  pocket  was  taken  the  or- 


The  Marquis  la  Fayette  was  wound- 
ed in  the  leg,  but  is  in  a  fair  way. 
Gen.  Woodford  was  Ihot  through  the 
hand. 

In  the  evening  the  General  retreat- 
ed to  Chefter,  in  order  to  colled  his 
troops,  and  to  permit  them  to  taker 
fome  refrefhment,  having  had  no 
food  the  whole  day,  and  little  or  no 
fleep  for  4  8  hours  before. 

1  forgot  to  mention,  that  at  the 
time  they  attacked  us  on  the  right, 
the  party  which  pofTefTed  the  heights 


fufficient  force  being  fent  on  to  fuf- 
tam  the  attack  in  that  quarter.  Lord 
Stirling's,  and  another  officer's  d.vi- 
fions,  were  there,  and  General  Sul- 
livan was  fent  on  to  reinforce,  but 
unhappily  his  diviflon  took  rather  too 
large  a  circuit,  and  rifing  a  hill, 
were  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of 
the  enemy,  before  they  had  time  to 
form.  This  fudden  and  unexpefted 
attack  threw  them  into  tonfufion, 
and  they  retreated  with  the  utmoll: 
precipitation. 

The  other  diviiions  were  alfo  oblig- 
ed to  retreat,  after  maintaining  a 
very  warm  confliS:  for  fome  time,  and 
were  ciofely  purfued  by  the  enemy, 
who  took  advantage  of  their  retreat, 
till  they  fell  in  with  General  Green's 
divifion,  and  the  one  thst  was  Lin- 


ders  of  the    loth  inftant,  and  fome 
other  important  papers. 

By  General  Howe's  orders,  it  ap- 
pears, that  very  little  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  upon  his  promifes  of  protec- 
tion ;  for  he  there  commands  his 
troops  to  bring  in  all  the  cattle  and 
horles  they  can  lay  their  hands  on, 
and  promifes  to  pay  the  foldiers  who 
brirg  them  in,  a  guinea  a  head  for 
horfes,  a  dollar  for  horned  cattle, 
and  a  crown  for  fat  (keep  ;  in  confe- 
quence  cf  which,  they  have  plun- 
dered all  the  inhabitants  without  dif- 
tinftion. 

The  regiment  of  artillery,  with 
their  (-encral,  behaved  with  their 
uiual  coolnefs  and  intrepidity.  Some 
of  them  could  fcarce  be  prevailed 
upon  to  quit  their  guns,  even  when 

furrounded. 
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fjrroundeJ  by  the  enemy,   and  for-     and 


) 


was   fo   ufeful   in   rallying    the 
faken  by  our  infantry.  troops,  that  the  Congrefs  have  made 

Tiie    Boilon    boys   did  themfelves     him  a  prefent  of  another.     I  fhould 
.ereat  honour.     I  rode  up  to  Captain     not  do  juftice  if  I  did  not  add,  that 


Allen,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ac'tion  ; 
young  Cooper  was  with  him  at  the 
fame  gun,  and  a  number  of  cur 
Boflon  lads;  they  feenied  in  high 
Jj)irits.  I  told  them  not  to  forget  old 
times.  Colonel  Prodor,  with  his 
corps  of  artillery,  alfo  behaved  to  ad- 
miration. In  the  infantry,  the  bri- 
gade which  compofed  Green's  and 
Waine's  divifion,  particularly  Wen- 
den's  and  Woodford's,  behaved  ad 


the  foreign   officers  in    general    be- 
haved exceeding  well. 

I  ihall  follow  the  ufual  cuftom  of 
the  drama,  by  introducing  the  greatelt 
hero  at  the  lalt.  The  charafter  of 
our  worthy  General  needs  no  eulo- 
gium.  He  is  at  all  times  great,  but 
on  that  day  he  really  outlTione  him- 
felf. 

In  rhe  beginning  of  .the  acSlion  he 
rode  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the 


mirably.     They  fuftained  a  clofe  and     line,  cheering  and  encouraging  the 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  for  a  long     men  with  fuch  benignity  and  affabi- 


time,  without  llarting  an  indu  Spotl 
wood's  and  Stewart's  regiments  di- 
ftinguifhed  themfelves  greatly.  The 
former  is  a  Virginia,  and  though 
not  a  large  one,  is  the  belt  difcipHned 
and  molV  orderly  regiment  in  the  fer- 
vice.  The  Commander  is  a  fcniible, 
brave,  and  co(?l  gentleman,  and  his 
whole  foul  feems  to  be  engroffed  in 
the  care  and  difcipline  of  his  regi- 
ment; of  confequence  they  are  always 
clean  and  healthy 


uty,  as  almoll  feemed  to  be  more 
than  human.  Defcription  would  fail 
me,  were  I  to  attempt  to  reprefent 
how  much  the  men  feemed  animat- 
ed by  Jiis  prefence  ;  they  could  give 
no  other  vent  to  their  feelings  but  by 
fhouts  of  applaufe,  wJiich  ieemed  to 
rend  the  air. 

Ne\-er  were  men  in  better  fpirits, 
and  I  am  confident  as  I  am  of  my 
own  exiftence,  that  if  the  attack  had 
been   made  where  it  was   expelled. 


Many  others  (Virginia  efpeciallv)     Mr.  Howe  and  his  array  would  cer 


which  I  have  not  time  to  defcribc, 
behaved  in  a  manner  that  would  do 
honour  to  veteran  troops.  The  Ma- 
rylanders  go.t  no  great  credit ;  but  it 
is  faid  to  be  the  fault  of  their  prin- 
cipal Commander.  How  this  is,  time 
will  difcover  ;  their  Brigadier-general 
(B'  re)  is  fufpended.  He  has  fmce 
refigned  his  commiffion. 

A  great  number  of  French  oiTicers 
were  in  the  adion.  The  Marquis  de 
la    Fayette,     that  moll  acccmplilhed 


tainly  hav:e  been  -entirely  routed.  As 
tlie  enemy  were  in  pofieflion  of  the 
field  of  battle,  and  our  troops  mucijL 
fatigued,  we  could  not  very  fuddenly 
form  a  judgment  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  either  fide.  It  was,  how- 
ever, agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  enemy  was  infinitely  greater 
than  ours;  and  die  accounts  which 
have  been  recei\'ed  confirm  the  con- 
jedure.  They  have  loft  upv/ards  of 
2O0O  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 


youth,  behaved  with  a  bravery  equal     and  confefs,  that  though  they  have 


to  his  birth  and  amiable  charader, 
The  Poliih  Count  Pulafki,  with  a 
party  of  light  horfe,  rode  up  to  re- 
connoitre the  enemy,  v.'ithin  piltol 
lliot  of  their  front.  Chevalier  du 
Plefii,  who  is  one  of  Gen.  K's  fa- 
mily, had  three  balls  through  his  hat. 


gained  the  vidlory,  they  have  paid 
very  dear  for  it.  In  fliort,  it  is  an- 
other J>unker's-hill  aftion.  From  the 
beft  accounts  that  can  be  gathered, 
our  lofs  does  not  exceed  i  ooo.  They 
hav£  fent  to  us  furgeons  to  affift  in 
dreffing   the  wounded,    and    feveral 


Young  Fleuri's  horfe  was  killed  under     have  been  fent  by  our  General, 
him.     He  fhewed  fo  much  bravery^        As  it  was  not  improbable  the  enerny 

1  i  i  2  would 
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would  purfue  their  advantage,  and  Mr.  Hancock,  at   whofe  houfe  I 

immediately  puOi  for  this  city.  Gen.  write  this,  defires  me  to  acquaint  his 

Wafhington    thought   it    beft  to    be  friends,  that  he  is  fo  much  engaged 

before-hand  with  them  and  accord-  in    public    matters,  that  he  hrfs  not 

ingly  marched  here,  with  his  troops,  time  to  write  by  this  poll.     Indeed 

but,    from   the    accounts  afterwards  he  is  very  much  engaged.  The  whole 


received,  finding  that  they  were 
greatly  difabled,  and  would  pro- 
bably wait  for  a  further  reinforce- 
ment before  they  came  on,  he  yefter- 
day  (Sunday)  croiTed  the  Schuylkill, 
and  has  moved  on  theLancafter  road, 
towards  the  enemy,  who  ftill  remain 


bufinefs  part  of  the  Congrefs  lies 
upon  his  fhoulders,  and  he  is  con- 
ftantly  employed  both  night  and  day. 
It  is  high  time  he  fliould  have  a 
little  relaxation,  but  although  his  de- 
fire  to  vifit  his  native  town  is  exceed- 
ingly llrong,  yet  he   is  too  much  of 


near  the  field  of  battle,  and  it  is  pro-  the  foldicr  to  quit  in  time  of  danger  ; 

bable,  you  will  foon   hear  of  another  he   is   therefore   determined   to  wait 

engagement,  vyhich  will  doubtlefsde-  the  iflue  of  the  prefent  campaign; 

cide  the  fate  of  the  prefent  campaign,  and  when  that  is  happily  ended,  as  I 

It  is  v^'ith  the  greateH  pleafure  I  doubt  not  it  will,  he  will   then,  in 


all  probability,  pay  you  a  vifit. 

Sixteenth.  How  uncertain  is  hu- 
man Jift^ !  how  foon  are  the  brightcft 
profpevTts  changed  !   Poor  Gen.  Cou- 


can  affure  you,  that  notwithftanding 
the  hardihips  they  have  endured,  and 
the  blood  which  has  been  fpilt,  our 

men  are  in  high    fpirits,  and  feem     ^      ^_..    ^ ,, ^„„- 

more  eager  than  ever  to  engage  the  dray,  who,   this    morning   at  eleven 

enemy.     It  is  not   therefore  impro-  o'clock,  I  Ihcok  hands  with  in  high 

bable  that  the  next  battle  will  be  a  fpints,  in  half  an  hour  after  was  no 

very  bloody  one.           _  more.     He  fet  out  with  a  number  of 

We  hear  that  there  is  a  very  con-  French  gentlemen    to  join    General 

fiderable   number   of    Virginia  and  Wafhington,    as    volunteers.       The 

Maryland  militia  on  their  way  under  boats  on  the  river  Schuylkill  are  fq 

General  Smallwood.     Four  thoufand  conflrufled,  that  horfes  and  carriages 

will  be  railed  immediately  in  the  Jer-  drive  immediately  into  them  without 

feys,  and  three  thoufand  of  General  unharnefilng.     The  General  was  on 

Putnam's  divifion  are  ordered,  and,  a  young  mare,  full  of  fpirits;  he  rode 

I  fuppofe,  are  now  on  their  march,  her  into  the  boat,  but  not  being  able 

fo  that  I  apprehend  we  Ihall  fciii  be  to  Hop  her  career,  {he  went  out  at  the 

able  to  maintain  a  countenance.  other  end  with    the   General  on  her 

I  wait  the  arrival  of  the  poU,  and  back  into  the  river.     He  difengaged 

ihall  leave  this  letter  open  til!  the  laft  himfelf  from  her,  and  Major  Rogers, 

moment,  that  I  may  give  you  all  the  his  Aid  de  Camp,  jumped  immedi- 

intelligence  I  pqflibjy  can.  ately  in  after  him,  and  being  a  good 

Tell   Henley   the   battle  exceeded  fwimmer,    fuilained    him    for  a  few 


any  thing  he  ever  faw.  I  know  he 
will  be  mortified  that  he  was  not  a 
party  concerned. 

Fifteenth  inft.  The  poll  arrived 
yefterday,  and  hrought  your's  of  the 
4th  inil.  The  fupply  of  blankets 
and  ilockingC;,  brought  in  the  veffels 
from  Spain,  has  arrived  in  a  very 
lucky  time,  a-^  our  men  began  to 
want  them  exceedingly,  ajid  wovild 
have  fuffered  foon* 


minutes,  but  finding  he  could  get  no 
ailillance,  and  the  General  ftruggling, 
he  was  obliged  (in  order  to  fave  his 
own  life)  to  quit  him.  The  unfor- 
nate  General  funk,  and  the  tide  be- 
ing llrong,  they  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  find  the  body,  notwithlland- 
ing  the  moll  diligent  fearch  they  could 
make.  The  General  was  greatly 
efleemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  as 
well  for  his  good  fenfe  and  courteous 

difpofition. 
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difpofition,  as  for  lils  knowledge  of 
miiitui  V  affairs.  His  lols  is,  of  con- 
fequence,  much  lamented,  particu- 
larly by  his  ccuntrymen,  to  whom  he 
feemed  to  be  a  father  and  proteilor. 

Seventeenth.  A  letter  was  received 
lafl:  night  from  Col.  Biddle  by  Gen, 
MitHin,    who   is   fick   in    this    city. 
Biddle  fays,  the  enemy  advanced  yef- 
terday  rit)out  two  o'clock,  and  attack- 
ed cur  picquet,  which  of  courfe  re- 
tired ;  they  then  attacked  the  front  of 
cur  army,  snd  an    engagement  be- 
gan,  but  rain  coming  on,  both  fides 
were  forced  to  defift.     The  rain  con- 
tinues  this   day,    but   I    fuppofe,  as 
foons  as  it  clears   up,  the   aftion  will 
be  renewed.    Our  men  are  all  in  high 
fpirits,  well  ported,  and  thofe  of  them 
who  retreated  in  tiie  lart  aftion,   have 
been  colleded,  and  are  determined 
to  make  their  Hand  there.     The  ac- 
tion mull  have  been  very  bloody  to 
the   enemy ;     feveral    deferters    who 
have  come  in   fay,  they   had  obliged 
the  inhabitants  to  bury  their  dead  ; 
that  1060  Britifh  and  foreign  troops 
v/ere   buried  in  the   neighbourhood 
This  is  exclufiye  of  what  was  killed 
by  Gen.  Maxwell. 

Their  wounded  men  are  fent  to 
Wilmington,  and  as  they  are  under 
spprehenfions  from  Gen.  Smalhvood 
and  Col.  Gift,  who  are  in  their  rear, 
with  2COO  men,  they  are  obliged  to 
leave  a  ftrong  guard  at  Wilmington, 
to  defend  their  fick  and  wounded. 

Yefterday  Congrefs  was  informed 
by  exprefs,  that  4000  Britifh  forces 
were  landed  atElizabetli-town  Point. 
This  was  done,  no  dcubt,  with  a 
yiew  of  making  a  diverfion  in  favour 
of  Howe  ;  but  as  we  have  a  fufficient 
force,  which  may  foon  be  brought 
to  oppofe  them  in  that  quarter,  we 
are  under  no  apprehenfions  of  their 
remaining  long  there. 

The  enemy  are  now  within  10 
miles  of  Swedes-fcrd,  on  the  Schuyl- 
kill. This  ford  is  about  fixteen  miles 
jibore  Philadelphia.    They  mean  to 


crofs  it,   no  doubt,   but  the  point  will 
be  very  warmly  uifputed. 

Gen.  Waihington  and  his  army 
are  at  the  Warren  Tavern,  on  the 
Lancafter  road,  the  other  fide  of 
Schuylkill. 


The  AMERICAN  CRISIS. 
Number  IV. 
Thofe  who  expect  to  reap  the  blef- 
fings  of  freedom,  muft,  like  men, 
undergo  the  fatigue  of  fupporting  it. 
The  event  of  yefterday  is  one  of  thofe 
kind  of  alarms  which  is  juft  fufficient 
to  rouze  us  to  duty,  without  being  of 
confequence  enough  to  deprefs  our 
fortitude.  It  is  not  a  field  of  a  few 
acres  of  ground,  but  a  caufe  that  we 
are  defending ;  and  whether  we  de- 
feat the  enemy  in  one  battle,  or  by 
degrees,  the  confequence  will  be  the 
fame. 

Look  back  at  the  events  of  lafl 
winter,  and  the  prefent  year ;  then 
you  will  find  that  the  enemy's  fuc- 
cefTes  have  always  contributed  to  re- 
duce them,  what  they  have  gained 
in  ground,  they  paid  fb  dearly  for  in 
numbers,  that  their  viftories  have  ia 
the  end  amounted  to  defeats.  We 
have  always  been  mailers  at  the  lafl 
pufh,  and  always  Ihall,  while  we  do 
our  duty.  Howe  has  been  once  on. 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  from 
thence  driven  back  with  lofs  and  dif- 
grace  ;  and  why  not  be  again  driven 
from  the  Schuylkill  ?  His  condition 
and  ours  are  very  difterent.  He  has 
every  body  to  fight ;  we  have  only 
his  one  army  to  cope  with,  and  which 
waftes  away  at  every  engagement ; 
we  cannot  only  reinforce,  but  can  re- 
double pur  numbers ;  he  is  cut  ofF 
from  c\ll  fupplies,  and  mull  fooner  or 
later  inevitably  fall  into  our  hands. 

Shall  a  band  of  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  robbers,  who  are  this  day  fifceen 
hundred  or  two  thoufand  men  lefs  in 
ftrength  than  they  were  yellerday. 
conquer  America,  or  fubdue  even  a 
fmgle  State?  The  tiling  cannot  be^ 

uniefs 
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nnieis  we  ilt  down,  and  fufier  them  their  duty  when  it  is  not  wanted  :  hm 
to  do  it.  Another  fuch  abrulh,  not-  a  genuine  public  fpirit  always  appears 
withilanding  we  loll  the  ground,  mofc  when  there  is  moll  occafion  for 
would,  by  ftill  reducing  the  enemy,  it.  Thank  God  !  our  army,  though 
put  them  in  a  condition  to  be  after-  fatigued,  is  yet  intire.  The  attack 
wards  totally  defeated.  made  by  us  yeflerday,  was  under 
Could  our  whole  army  have  come  many  difadvantages  natutally  arifrng 
op  to  the  attack  at  one  time,  the  from  the  uncertainty  of  knowing 
confequence  had  probably  been  other-  which  route  the  enemy  would  take; 
wife;  but  our  having  different  parts  and  from  that  circumfiance,  tlie  whole 
of  tlie  Brandywine-creek  to  guard,  of  our  force  could  not  be  brought  up 
and  the  uncertainty  v/hicli  road  to  togetlier,  time  enough  to  engage  all 
Philadelphia  the  enemy  would  at-  at  once.  Our  llrengi:h  is  yet  referv- 
tempt  to  take,  naturally  afforded  ed  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  Kowe  does 
them  an  opportunity  of  paffing  with  not  think  himfelf  a  gainer  by  the 
their  main  body  at  a  place  where  affair,  othervvife  he  would  this  morn- 
only  a  part  of  ours  could  be  pofced :  ing  have  moved  down  and  attacked 
but  it  mult  ftrike  every  thinking  man  General  Wafhington. 
with  convidion,    that  it    requires   a         Gentlemen  of  the  city  and  country. 


much  greater  force  to  oppafe  an  ene- 
my in  leveral  places,  than  is  futhcient 
to  defeat  them  in  any  one  place. 

Men  who  arj  fmcere  in  defending 
thcir  freedom,  will  always  feel  con- 
cern    at   every   circumflance    which 


it  is  in  your  power,  by  a  fpirited  im- 
provement of  the  prefent  circum- 
ilance,  to  turn  it  to  a  real  advantage: 
Howe  is  now  weaker  than  before,  and 
every  fbot  will  contribute  to  reduce 
him.      You   are   more    immediately 


iiems   to  m.-ike  againft    tlsem  ;  it  is  interefled  than  any  other  part  of  the 

the   natural   and  honeil  confequence  continent :  your  All  is  at  llake ;  it  is 

of  all  aiTeftionate  attachments,  and  not  fo  with  the  general   caufe ;  you 

the  want  of  it  is  a  vice.     But  the  de-  are  devoted  by  the  enemy  to  plunder 

jeclion  lails  only  for  a  moment;  they  and  deliruiSlion  :  it  is  the  encourage- 

ibon  rife  out  of  it  with  additional  vi-  men.t  wliich  Howe,  the  chief  of  the 

gour,    the  glow   of  hope,    courage,  plunderers,    has  promifed  his   army, 

rjid  fortiti;de,  will  in  a  little  time  Thus    circumitanced,  you  may   fave 

ihpply  the  plpxe  of  every  inferior  paf-  ycurfelves  by  a  manly  refiftance,   but 

fion,  and  kinclle  the  whole  heart  into  you  can  have  no  hope  in  any  other 

liero'fni.  condu£l.    I  never  yet  knew  our  brave 

There  is  a  myftery  in  the  ccunte-  General  or  any  part   of  the  army, 

nance  of  feme  caufes,  which  we  have  ofiicers  or  men,  out  of  heart,  and  I 

not  always  prefent  judgment  enough  hr.ve   Icen   them   in  circumllances   a 

to  explain.     It  is  diilrelTing  to  fee  an  thoufand  times  more  trying  than  the 

enemy  advancing  into  a  country,  but  prrfcnt.     It  is  only  thofe  that  are  not 


it  is  the  only  place  in  which  we  can 
li^at  them,  and  in  which  we  have  al- 
ways beaten  them.,  whenever  they 
made  the  attempt.  The  nearer  any 
difeafe  approaches  to  a  crifis,  tae 
nearer  it  is  to  a  cure :  danger  and 
deliverance- make  their  advances  to- 
gether;   ano   it   is  only  at    t!ie    ia!l 


in  aiilion,  that  feel  languor  and  he; 
vinefs,  and  the  bell  way  to  rub  it  off, 
is  to  turn  out,  and  make  fure  work 
of  it._ 

Our  army  muft  undoubtedly  feel 
fatip-ue,  and  want  a  reinforcement  of 
reil,  though  not  of  valour.  Our 
own  intercli:  and  happinefs  call  upon 


pulh  that  one  or  tlie  other  takes  the     us  to  give  them  every  fuppprt  in  our 

lead.  power,  and  make  the  burden  of  the 

Vhsrc  are  many  men  who  will  do     day,  on  which  the  fafety  of  this  city 

depends. 
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depends,  as  light  as  pofTible.      Re-  Philadelphia. 

member,    gentlemen,  that  we    have  Extras  of  a  letter  from  Hend-^ar-- 

forces    botli    to    the    northward    and  tcrs,  dated   Sept.  9,  three  o\loci', 

Ibuthward    of    Philadelphia,    if    the  A.  M. 

enemy  be  but  ftopt  till  thole  can  ar-  1  embrace  this  opportunity  to  in- 

rive,  this  city  will  be  faved,  and  the  form   you,    that    the  movements   of 

enemy  finally  routed.     You  have  too  the  enemy  yefterday  gave  the  greatelt 

much  at  ilake  to  hefitate  ;  you  cught  reafcn  to  apprehend  they  wereendea- 

not  to  think  an  hour  upon  the  matter,  vouring  to  force  a  march  to  Philadel- 

bu:  fpring  to  adion  at  cnce.     Other  phia,  which   they  will  profccute  this 

ftates  have  been  invaded,  and  have  day,  or   give    us    battle.     Yeilerday 


likewife  driven  off  the  invaders.  New' 
our  time  and  turn  is  come,  and  per- 
haps the  finiihing  firoke  is  relened 
for  us.  When  we  look  back  on  the 
dangers  we  ha^e  been    faved    from. 


they  advanced  towards  us,  and  our 
army  prepared  to  give  them  battle, 
but  wlicther  from  a  dillike  to  our 
fituation,  or  adefire  to  Iteal  a  march, 
I  know  not,  they  have  _  anU  are  Hill 


and  refleft  on  the  fuccefies  v\  e  have    doing  thpir  utmoll  to  file  to  the  righlr 
been  bleffed  v/ith,  it  would  be  finfal     of  us, 

either  to  be  idle  or  defpair.  Philadelphia,  Sept.  5.  Within  thefe 

I  clofe  tlds  paper  with  a  fiiort  ad-  few  days  ieveral  perfons  of  this  city, 
drefs  to  General  Howe.  Ycu,  Sir,  have  been  apprehended  as  inimical  to 
are  only  lingering  out  the  period  that 
fliall  bring  with  it  your  defeat.  You 
have  yet  fcarce  began  upon  the  war, 
and  the  farther  vcu  enter,  the  fai'ler 
will  your  troubles  thicken.  What 
you  now  enjoy  is  only  a  refpite  from 
ruin  ;  an  invitation  to  dcibudion  ;  a 
fomething    that  will  lead  on   to  our    to  confine  them,  they  fay  fuch  con- 


the  United  States.  Many  of  thefe 
are  Quakers.  Yefterday  a  remon- 
flrance  A'om  three  of  that  body  was 
prefenied  to  the  Prefident  and  Coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania,  v/herein  they  fay, 
that  Lewis  Nicola,  Town-major, 
who  commands   here,  having  orders 


deliverance  at  your  expence.  We 
know  the  caufe  we  are  engaged  in, 
and  though  a  pafiionate  fondneis  for 
it  may  make  us  grieve  at  every  injury 
which  threatens  it,  yet  when  the  mo- 
ment of  concern  is  over,  the  detcr- 
m.inatlon  to   duty  return?.     We  are 


finement  is  againll  law,  and  defire  to 
be  heard  hrft.  Signed  Ifrael  Pem- 
bcitcn,  John  Hunt,  Samuel  Plea- 
fants. 

In  a  paper  written  by  an  advocate 
for    tlie    meafure,    it    is     obierved, 
•'  People  ought  not  £0  he  furprizcd 
not  the  hireling  ilaves  of  a  beggarly    at  Congref;  recommending  this  ftep. 

;  nor  the  cringing  flattererers  cf    The  right  to  bail  has  often  been  fuf- 

an  infamous  Court.  V/e  are  not  pended  in  England.  In  the  year 
mioved  by   the  gloomy   fmile   of   a     1745,    vi'hen  the  Scotch  rebels    in- 

worthleis ,  but   by  the  ardent    vaded  England.     This  is  at  prefent 

glow  of  generous  patriotifiji.  Vv'e  the  cafe  in  America.  Read  General 
fght  not  to  enJlave  but  to  fet  a  coup-  Burgoyne's  general  warrant  to  Lieut, 
try  free,  and  to  make  room  upon  Col.  Baum,  to  feize  all  pointed  out 
earth  for  hunelt  men  to  live  in.     In    by  Co!.  Skeene, 


fuch  a  caufe  we  are  rioht ;  and  v/e 


fc'"-  > 


leave  to  you  the  defpairing  refitdion 
of  being  the  tool  of  a  miferable 

COMMOK   SENiE. 
Philadelphia, 
Sept  12,  at  noon. 


In  C.ovgrrfs,  Jug.  28,    1777. 
The  Committee  to  whom  the  pa- 
pers, fent  by  General  Sullivan,  were- 
referred^  reported 

That  tlie  feveral  teftimonies  fince 
the   commencement   of   the    prefent 

conteit 


\- 
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contefl  between  Great-Britain  and 
America,  and  the  uniform  conduft  of 
feveral  perfons  who  belong  to  the  fo- 
ciety  of  people  called  Qvjakers,  ren- 
der it  certain  that  thofe  perfons  are 
with  much  rancour  and  bitternefs  dif- 
afi-'efted  to  the  American  caufe. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Suprem.e  Execudve  Council 
of  Pennfylvania,  forthwith  to  appre- 
hend and  fecure  the  perfons  of  Joihua 
f  iflier,  Abel  James,  James  Pember- 
£on,  Henry  Drinker,  Ifracl  Pember- 
ton,  John  Pemberton,  John  James, 
Samuel  Pleafants,  Thomas  Wharton, 
fen.  Thomas  Fifher,  and  Samuel 
Piilier,  fonsof  Jofhua. 

Sept.  3.  A  letter  from  G.  Bryam, 
Efq.  Vice-prefident  of  the  Executive 
Council  was  read,  fetting  forth  that 
the  above-named  Perfors  v,  ere  appre- 
hended, and  defiring  the  advice  of 
Congrefs,  whether  Augufla  and  Win- 
chefter,  in  Virginia,  would  not  be 
fuitable  places  to  fecure  them. 

Refolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
Congrefs,  Stanton,  in  the  county  of 
Augufta,  is  the  moll  proper  place  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  for  their  refi- 
clcnce  and  fecurity. 

The  remonftrance  from  twenty-one 
Quakers,  at  prefent  confined  in  the 
Mafon's  Lodge,  was  read. 

The  remonftrance  of  Ifrael  Pem- 
berton, &:c.  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Executive  Council,  to  hear 
what  the  remonllrants  can  alledge 
againft  the  charges  of  corr^fponding 
with  the  enemy,  and  to  remove  the 
fufpicions  of  their  being  difaftefted  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  aft  therein 
as  they  ftiall  judge  moft  conducive  to 
the  public  fafety. 

Extraft  from  the  Journals. 
Wm.  Ch.  Houston,  Dep.  Sec. 
Jfi   Council,    Philaiielphia,    Sept.    9, 

»777- 
Refolved,  That  James  Pemberton, 

Henry   Drinker,    Ifrael   Pemberton, 

John  Pemberton,  Samuel  Pleafants, 


Thomas  Wharton,  fen.  Thonrai 
Fifher,  fon  of  Joihua,  Samuel  Fiiher, 
fon  of  Joihua,  Myers  Fifher,  Rlijal 
Brovv'n,  John  Hunt,  Phmeas  Bond^ 
Rev.  Thomas  Coombe,  Charles  Jer 
vis,  William  Drewet  Smith,  Charles 
Eddy,  Thomas  Pike,  Owen  Jones, 
jun.  Edward  Penington,  William 
Smith,  Thomas  Gilpin,  and  Thomas 
Affleck,  apprehended  by  Council  as 
perfons  who  have  \sniformly  manifeft- 
ed,  by  their  general  conduft  and  con- 
verfation,  a  difpofition  highly  inimi- 
cal to  the  caufe  of  America,  and  now 
imprifoned  in  the  Free  Mafons  Lodge 
in  this  city,  they  refufmg  to  confine 
themfelves  to  their  feveral  dwellings,, 
and  thereby  making  the  reftraint  of 
their  perfons  in  another  manner  ne- 
cefiary,  and  having  refufed  to  promife 
to  refrain  from  correfponding  with 
the  enemy,  and  alfo  decliaed  giving 
any  affurance  of  allegiance  to  this 
State,  as  of  right  they  ought,  do 
thereby  renounce  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenlhip  ;  and  that  it  appears  they 
confider  themfelves  as  fubjefts  of  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  the  enemy  of 
this  and  the  other  United  States  of 
America;  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
proceeded  with  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  perfons  of  like 
charafter,  and  in  emergencies  equal 
to  the  prefent,  when  the  enemy  is  a* 
our  doors,  have,  in  the  other  States, 
been  arreftcd  and  fecured  upon  fufiii- 
cions  arifmg  from  their  general  beha- 
viour and  refufal  to  acknowledge 
their  allegiance  to  the  States  of  which 
they  were  proper  fubjefts ;  and  that 
fuch  proceedings  may  be  abundantly 
jultified  by  the  conduft  of  the  freell 
nations,  and  the  authority  of  the 
moft  judicious  civilians,  therefore 

Refolved,  That  the  perfons  whofe 
names  are  mentioned  above,  be, 
without  farther  delay,  removed  to 
Staunton  in  Virginia,  there  to  be 
treated  according  to  their  charadters, 
and  Itations,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fecuring  of  their  per- 
fons.    Alfo 

Refolved, 
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Refolvcd,  Tliat  William  Imla)-, 
faid  to  be  a  lubjtft  of  the  ftate  of 
New- York,  having  behaved  in  like 
inanner  as  the  perfons  above-men- 
tioned, and  in  particular  declined  to 
five  aflurance  of  allegiance  to  the 
ate  of  New- York,  be  removed  and 
fecured  with  the  reft. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Nicola,  the 
Town-major,  fecure  the  prifoners 
above-named,  now  in  the  Mafons 
X-odge,  and  affill  in  removing  them 
out  of  the  city. 

Extraft  from  the  Minutes, 

T.  Matlack,  Sec. 


GENERAL     ORDERS. 

IVihnivgton,   Sept.  5. 
From  every  information  of  the  ene- 
my's defign,  and  from  iheir  move- 
j-nents,  it  is  manifeft  that   their  aim 
is,  if  pofTible,  to  pofl'efs    themfclves 
of  Philadelphia.     This  is  vv'ith  them 
a  capital  objeft ;  it  is  what  they  laft 
year  llrove  to  effeft,  but  were  hap- 
pily difappointed.     They  made  a  fe- 
cond  attempt  at  the  opening  of  this 
campaign  ;  but  after  vaft  preparation 
and  expence  for  that  purpofe,  they 
abandoned  their  defign,  and  totally 
evacuated  the  Jerfeys.    They  are  now 
making   their   laft   efFcrt.     It    feems 
they  lirft  intended  to  come  up  the 
Delaw^are,    but  from   the    meafures 
taken  againft  them  in  the  river,  judg- 
ed the  enterprize  that  way  too  ha- 
zardous.   At  length  they  have  landed 
on  the  eaftern  fhore  in  Maryland,  and 
advanced    fome  little   way    into  the 
country  ;  but  the  General  thinks  they 
v/ill  be  again   difappointed  in  their 
views,  fhould  they  p^lh  their  defign 
againft  Philadelphia   on    this  route. 
Their  All  is  at  ftake.    They  will  put 
the  conteft  on  the  event  of  a  fmgle 
battle ;  if  they  are  overthrown,  they 
are  utterly  undone — the  war  is  at  an 
end.     Now  then  is  the  time  for  our 
ftrenuous  exertions ;  one  bold  ftroke 
will  ixt^  the  land  from  rapine,  dc- 
vaftation,  and  burnings,  and   female 
innocence  from  brutiil  luft  and  vio- 


lence. In  every  other  quarter  the 
American  arms  have  been  of  late  ra- 
pidly fuccefsfal;  great  numbers  of 
the  enemy  have  fallen  in  battle,  and 
ftill  greater  numbers  have  been  taken 
prifoners.  The  militia  to  the  north- 
ward have  fought  with  a  rcfolution 
that  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
oldeft  foldiers ;  they  bravely  fought 
and  conquered,  and  glory  attends 
them.  Who  can  forbear  to  emulate 
their  noble  fpirits  ?  Who  is  there 
v/ithout  ambition  to  fhare  with  them 
the  applaufe  of  their  countrymen, 
and  of  all  pofterity,  as  the  defenders 
of  iiberty,  and  prefervers  of  peace 
and  happinefs  to  millions  in  the  pre- 
fent  and  future  sfcnerations  ? 

Two  years  we  have  maintained  the 
war,  and  ftruggled  with  difficulties 
innumerable;  but  the  profpedl  has 
fince  brightened,  and  our  affairs  put 
on  a  better  face.  Now  is  the  time  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  all  our  toils  and 
dangers ;  if  we  behave  like  men,  this 
third  campaign  will  be  our  laft.  Ours  is 
the  main  army ;  to  us  our  countrymen 
look  for  proteiTLion  ;  the  eyes  of  all 
America  and  Europe  are  tamed  upon 
us,  as  on  thofe  by  whom  the  event  of 
the  war  is  to  be  determined ;  and 
the  General  afTures  his  countrymen, 
and  fellow-foldiers,  that  he  believes 
the  critical,  the  important  tim.e  is  at 
hand,  which  dem.ands  their  moft  fpi- 
rited  exertions  in  the  field. 

Here  glory  waits  to  crown  the 
brave. —  Peace,  freedom,  and  happi- 
nefs, will  be  the  rewards  of  viftory. 
Animated  by  motives  like  thefe,  fol- 
diers fighting  in  the  caufe  of  inno- 
cence, humanity,  and  juftice,  will 
never  give  way  j  but  with  undaunted 
rcfolution  preis  on  toconqueft.  And 
this  the  General  afiures  himfelf  is 
the  part  the  American  forces,  now  ia 
arms,  will  acl ;  and  thus  ading,  he 
v/ill  enfure  them  fuccefs. 

Willicunjhurg,  Aug.  2  2.  Upon  no- 
tice of  the  Britilh  fleet  being  withiri 
cur  Caper.,  the  Council  met  at  the 
Capitol,  and  orders  wer^iffued  to  the 

K  k  k  county 
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county  Lieutenants,  to  march  their 
feveral  corps  of  militia  to  Williamf- 
burg,  York,  Portfmouth,  &c.  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy  wherever  they  fhould 
make   a  defcent.      All    the    militia 
marched  inftantly  with  a  chearfulnefs 
and  alacrity  not  to  be  equalled.     The 
SulTex  militia,  though  tliey  received 
their  orders  on  Saturday,  encamped 
on  Sunday  evening  on   the  banks   of 
^ames  River,  above  forty  miles  from 


Market-llreet  Wharf  and  Fort  Mif- 
flin, to  be  taken  down  the  river,  and 
put  under  the  care  of  the  naval  officer 
commanding  there.  All  fuch  vef- 
fels,  (SiC.  as  do  not  obferve  thefe  or- 
ders, will  be  burned  by  boats  and 
guards  fent  for  that  purpofe.  Every 
boat,  batteau,  &c.  between  Fort 
Miifiin  and  Burlington,  muft  be  im- 
mediately moved  into  Timber-creek, 
Anncocus,  or  Burlington-creeks.  Ail 


home.     Thomas  Nelfon,  jun.    Efq.      merchandize  and  provifions  brought 
Brigadier-general,      Vv'as      appointed     into  this  city  fmce  the   19th   inllani^ 


Commander  in  Chief. 
ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  Chefer-to-ivn, 
dated  Augujl  30. 
*'  The   enemy    have    robbed  our 
people  of  about  one  hundred  negroes. 


muft  be  immediately  removed,  and 
none  brought  in,  but  what  is  i?iime~ 
diately  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
habitants. All  others  to  be  remove4, 
if  time  will   permit,    or  deftroyed. 


Our  people  were  told  they  might  \\z\q     The  expence  of  rem.oving  to  be  charg- 
what  they  wanted,  and  no  violence     j?d  to  tlie  owners. 


ihould  be  committed  :  when  they  ap- 
plied for  their  negroes,  a  day  was 
formally  appointed  for  a  reftoration, 
and  when  the  day  came,  they  were 
told  they  fhould  be  paid  wlien  the 
iarmy  returned. 

"  Our  fhores  are  crowded  with 
dead  bodies,  both  men  and  horfes." 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  6.  As  Mr.  W. 
Hughes,  an  old  gentleman,  of  Chef- 
ter  county,  was  going  a  few  days  ago, 
into  Nevvcallle  county,  to  fee  what 
was  become  of  his  daughter,  he  was 
met  by  fix  Heflians,  who  took  his 
^orfe  from  him,  ftripped  him,  and 
then  with  the  moll   cruel  barbarity. 


Lewis  Nicola,  Col.  of  Invalids. 


By  Philip  Schuyler,  Efq. 

Major-general  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Nor-. 
thern  department. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  Caftleton,  of 
Ilubberton,  Rutland,  Tinmouth, 
Powlet,  Wells,  Granville,  with 
the  neighbouring  diftridls ;  alfp 
the  diftrifls  bordering  on  White- 
Creek.     Carnbden.      Cambridge, 

T 


&c.  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  Lieutenant-general  John 
Burgoyne,  commanding  an  army  qf 
becaufe  he  complained  of  his  ufage,  the  Britifli  troops,  did,  by  a  written 
they  fccurged  the  old  gentleman  in  paper,  by  him  fubfcribed,  bearing 
fuch  a  manner  as  would  Ihock  huma-  date  at  Skeenfborough  Houfe,  on  the 
nity.  This  account  is  from  a  lady  loth  dayof  July  inftant,  require  you 
who  faw  his  back  at  the  hofpitable  to  fend  from  your  feveral  townfhips, 
houfe,  to  which,  with  difficulty,  he  deputations  confifting  of  ten  perfons 
made  Ihift  to  crawl.  '       or  more  from  each  townlhip,  to  meet 

Col.  SkeensatCaftle-town,  onWed- 
Ordered  by  the  fubfcriber  command-     hefday,    July    15th,    at   ten   in    the 
ing  in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  23,   1777,     morning,  for  fundry  purpofes  in  faid 
-     -     -  paper  mentioned,  and  that  you  v^ere 

not  to  fail  in  paying  obedience  there- 
to, under  pain  of  military  execution. 
Whatever,  my  countrymen,  may  be 
the  oftenfible  reafons  for  fuch  meet- 
ing, it  is  evident  the  enemy  mean  to 

prevail 


That  every  decked  veffel  in  the 
river  Delaware  between  Market- 
llreet  Wharf  and  Burlington,  be 
next  flood  taken  up  to  Burlington, 
and  put  pnder  the  care  of  the  naval 
o.^iCer  there.     All  fuch  as  are  below 
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prevail  on  you,  by  threats  and  pro- 
.mifes,  to  forfake  the  caufe  of  your 
injured  country ;  to  aflill:  them  in 
forcing  flavery  on  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  Under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  affording  you  proteftion, 
to  bring  on  you  that  mifery,  which 
their  promifes  of  protc«fi:ioi1  drew  on 
fuch  of  the  deluded  inhabitants  of 
New-  Jei  fey ,  who  were  weak  enough  to 
confide  in  tliem  •  but  who  foon  expe- 
rienced tlieir  fallacy,  by  being  treat- 
ed indifcriminately  with  thofe  vir- 
tuous citizens  wlio  came  forth  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  with  the 
Itioll:  wanton  barbarity,  and  fuch  as 
hitherto  hath  not  even  diforaced  bar- 
barians.  They  cruelly  butchered, 
without  diftiniTliion  to  age  or  fex  ;  ra- 
vifhed  children  from  ten  to  women  of 
eighty  years  of  age ; — they  burnt, 
pillaged  and  deilroycd  whatever  came 
into  their  power  ;  nor  did  thofe  edi- 
iices  dedicated  to  the  worfhip  of  Al- 
mighty God  efcape  their  facreligicus 
fury.  Such  were  the  deeds ;  fuch 
they  were  inconteflibly  proved  to  be, 
which  have  marked  the  Britilh  arms 
with  the  moft  indelible  ftains.  Bnt 
they  having,  by  the  blcfiing  of  Di- 
vine Providence  on  Our  arms,  been 
obliged  totally  to  abandon  that  ftate  ; 
they  left  tliofe  who  were  weak  or 
ivieked  enough  to  take  protetStion  tin- 
der them  to  bemoan  their  credulity, 
and  to  caft  themfelves  on  the  mercy 
of  their  injured  countrymen.  Such 
will  be  your  fate,  if  you  lend  a  will- 
ing ear  to  their  promifes,  which  I 
truft,  none  of  you  will  do.  But  left 
any  of  you  fliould  fo  far  forget  the 
duty  you  owe  to  your  country,  as  to 
join  with,  or  in  any  manner  of  way 
afTift,  or  give  comfort  to,  or  hold  cor- 
refpondence  with,  or  take  proteflicn 
from  tiie  enemy — Be  it  known  to 
each  and  every  of  you,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  faid  townHiips,  or  any  other 
the  inhabicants  of  the  United  States, 
that  you  will  be  confidered  and  dealt 
with  as  traitors  to  faid  States,  and 
that  the  laws  thereof  will  be  put  in 


execution  againft  every  perfon  To  of- 
fending, with  the  utmoft  rigour. 
And  I  do  hereby  ftridUy  enjoin  and 
command  all  officers,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, to  apprehend  all  fuch  offenders. 
And  I  do  further  ftridlly  enjoin  and 
command  fuch  of  the  militia  of  faid 
townfhips  as  have  not  yet  marched, 
to  do  fo  without  delay,  to  join  the 
krmy  under  my  command,  or  fomc 
detachment  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head- 
Quarters,  Fort  Edward,  July  13th, 

»777- 

Philip  Schuyler. 

By  the  General's  command, 

Henry  B.  Levingston,  A.  D.  C. 

Head-Barters,  Aug.  25,  I777. 
Sir, 
A  meffenger  is  juft  arrived  with 
the  inclofed  letters  from  General  Ar- 
nold and  Colonel  Ganfevoort;  I  am 
happy  in  communicating  them  to 
your  Excellency.  Great  honour  is 
due  to  Col.  Ganfevoort,  Lieut.  Col. 
Willett,  and  the  offices  and  foldiers 
of  the  garrifon  under  their  command ; 
I  cannot  too  warmly  recommend  them 
to  Congrefs,.  The  gallant  defence  of 
Fort  Stanwix  muft  convince  all  the 
Weflern  nations  of  Indians  of  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  Americans  arms. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Horatio  Gates. 

His  Excellency  ]omsi  Hancock,  £/^. 

Trejident  of  Congrefs. 

Head-Barters,  Aug.  28,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  packet  I  have  the  honour  to 
tranfmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  received  lall  night  from. 
Major-general  Arnold.  The  defeat 
and  difgrace  with  which  the  enemy 
have  been  obliged  to  retreat  from 
Fort  Schuyler,  added  to  the  compleat 
and  brilliant  victory  gained  by  Ge- 
neral Stark  and  Colonel  Warner,  at 
Bennington,  gives  the  brighteft  luftre 
to  the  American  arms,  and  covers 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States  with 

K  k  k  2  infamy 
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infamy  and  flume.  The  Iionid  mur- 
ders and  fcalpings,  paid  for  and  en- 
couraged by  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne,  previous  to  his  defeat  at  Ben- 
nington, will  for  ever  ilain  the  honour 
of  the  BritiHi  arms.  In  one  houlc, 
the  parents,  with  fix  children,  were 
inoft  cruelly  butchered  ;  and  this  po- 
lite macaroni  paid  ten  dollars  for  each 
of  their  fcalps.  Heaven  has,  I  hope, 
in  ftore  fome  punifhment  for  fuch 
unheard-of  crimes.  I  am,  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Horatio  Gates. 
^'he  Ho7i.  John  Hancock,  Ej\. 

.Fort  Si.huyler,  Aug.  22. 
Dear  Sir, 
This  morning  at  elex'en  o'clock,  I 
began  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  our 
enemies  works,    which    was   imme- 
diately returned  by  a  number  of  fheils 
and  cannon.      About  three    o'clock 
feveral  deferters  came   in,  who  in- 
formed me   that  General  St.  Leger, 
y/ith  his  arm)',  was  retreating  with 
the   utmcft  precipitation  ;   foon  after 
which  I  fent  out  a  party  of  about  iixty 
men,  to  enter  their  camps,  who  foon 
returned,    and  confirmed  the  above 
account.     About  feven  o'clock   this 
evening    Hanjcrt    Schuyler    arrived 
here,  and  informed  me  that  General 
Arnold,    with  2000   men,    were  on 
their  march  for  this  pofi ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which   I  fend  you  this  in- 
formation.    1  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your's,  &c. 
Peter  Gansevoort,   Col. 
5"o  the  Hon.   Gen.  Arnold,  or   Of- 
Jicer  cojnmandi?2g  the  artny  on  their 
march  to  Fort  Schuyler. 

Mohaivk  River,  ten  miles  above  Fort 
Daton,  Augujl  11,  five  0^  clock,  P.M. 
Dear  Genei-al, 
I  wrote  you,  the  2 1  ft  inftant,  from 
German-Sats,  that  from  the  beft  in- 
telligence 1  could  procure  of  the  ene- 
my's ftrength,  it  was  much  fuperior 
to  ours ;  at  the  fame  time  I  inclofed 
you  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  z 
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Council  of  War,  and  requeftcd  yoa 
to  fend  me  a  reinforcement  of  one 
thoqfand  light  troops.  As  the  enemy 
had  made  their  approaches  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  I  was  de- 
termined, at  all  events,  to  hazard  a 
battle,  rather  than  fufier  the  garrifon 
to  fall  a  facrifice.  This  morning  I 
marched  from  German-fiats  for  this 
place.  The  excefllve  bad  roads,  and 
the  neceflary  precauUons  in  marching 
through  a  thick  wood,  retarded  us  fo 
much,  that  vv'e  have  but  this  moment 
reached  this  place,  v/here  I  have  met 
an  exprefs  v.'ith  the  inclofed  letter 
from  Colonel  Ganfevocrt,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  the  enemy  had  yeiterday 
retired  from  Fort^chuyler  with  great 
precipitation.  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  judge 
of  their  real  intentions,  whether  they 
have  returned  home,  or  retired  with 
a  view  of  engaging  us  on  the  road  ; 
I  am  inclined  to  the  former,  from  the 
account  of  their  deferters,  and  from 
their  leaving  their  tents  and  confider- 
able  baggage,  which  our  people  fe- 
cured. 

I  fhall  immediately  detach  about 
nine  hundred  men,  and  make  a  forced 
march  to  the  fort,  in  hopes  of  coming 
up  with  the  rear,  and  fecuring  their 
cannon  and  heavy  baggage. 

I  am,  dear  General, 

Your   afFediojiate    obedient    humble 

fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 
Hon.  Mrj  or 'general  Gates. 

Fort   Schi'yler,  Aug.    24,    1777,  ttn 

0^ clock  at  night. 

Dear  General, 

I  wrote   you   yellcrday,    that  the 

enemy  had  retreated  from  this  place. 

At  five  o'clock  in   the   evening,  by 

a  forced  march  of  twenty-two  miles, 

through  a  thick  wood,  I  reached  this 

place,  in  expeftation  of  harrafling  the 

enemy  in  their  retreat ;  Col.  Ganfe- 

voort  had  anlicipated  my  defign,  by 

fending    out    a    fmall    party,    who 

brought  in   four  royals,  and  a  con- 

fiderable  quantity  of  baggage,  with  a 

number 
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r.umbef  of  prisoners   and   deferters.     the  befieged,  he  had  deferred  his  at- 
The  enemy  went  off  with  the  greatell     tack  upon  the  fort  till  he  had  pre- 
precipitation,     leaving     their     tents 
iLinding,  their   proviiions,  ammuni- 
tion, &c.  &c.  whicli  have  fallen  into 
cur  hands.    .1  am,  dear  Gen erai. 
Your  aifedlionate, 

B.  Arnold. 
Jioii.  Major-general  Gates. 

Publilhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

Kingjlon,  September  8.  On  Friday 
laft  ca;:ie  to  town  from  Fort  Schuyler, 
Col.  Peter  Ganfevoort,  who  lately  fo 
gallantly  defended  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  that  fortrefs.  From  ac- 
counts brought  by  him  we  have  col- 
Ictfled  the  following  furtlier  particu- 
lars relating  to  that  important  affair, 
viz. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  engage- 
ment, on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  between 
about  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
militia  of  Tryon  county,  under  Gen. 
Harkemer,  and  about  twelve  hun- 
dred of  the  enemy,  tliev,  it  feems, 
were  ordered  back  to  the  fort,  in 
confequence  of  the  fally  made  or  in- 
tended to  be  made,  under  Lieut.  Col. 
Willet.  This  occafioned  their  fuddcn 
retreat,  leaving  our  people  in  pof- 
felTion  of  the  ground,  and  providen- 
tially laved  them  from  being  cut  off. 
Among  the  prifoners  they  took  of  our 
people,  were  Col.  Bellinger  and  Ma- 
jor Frey,  two  gentlemen  wlio  always 
had  adled  as  hearty  friends  to  Ame- 
rica. On  the  8th  came  to  the  fort, 
with  a  flag,  Col.  Eutlcr,  Capt.  Gil- 
bert Tice,  of  John's-town,  and  a 
Do(^or.  They  brought  from  Gen. 
St.  Leger,  a  Proclamation  or  Mani- 
felio  figned  by  him,  but  otherwife  in 
the  fame  v/ords  as  Gen. 


vioafly  difpofed  the  Indians  to  for- 
bear all  manner  of  violence  or  injury 
to  the  prifoners :  that  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  def  gn  with  the  Indians, 
and  could  now  afi'ure  Col.  Ganfevoort, 
and  all  the  people  under  his  com- 
mand, that  not  theleafl:  injury  fhould 
be  ofiered  them,  ptovided  they  im- 
mediately delivered  up  the  fort,  wtth 
all  its  contents — And  this  he  required 
and  earneilly  intreated  Col.  Ganfe- 
voort to  do,  for  that  if  he  did  not, 
the  Indians  were  determined  to  dellroy 
all  the  men,  women,  and  children, 
en  the  I\lohawk  River,  and  as  focn 
as  the}' got  into  the  fort,  to  kill  every 
man  belonging  to  it,  which  Gen.  St. 
Leger  would  be  unable  to  prevent.— 
I'hatit  v/as  vain  for  Col.  Ganfevoort 
to  expeft  to  defend  the  fort,  for  that 
the  reinforcements  comino-  to  him 
were  defeated  and  cut  oif — That  Al- 
bany being  in  poffe/Tion  of  the  King's 
forces,  it  included  the  conquelr  of  the 
Mohawk  Pviver,  and  therefore  that  an 
attempt  to  defend  the  fort  would  oc- 
he  certain  deilruftion  of  :-II 
people  in  it,  as  well  as  many 
rs.  To  the  fame  purpofe  was 
the  letter  fubfcribed  by  Gol.  Bellin- 
ger and  Major  Frey 
Col.  Ganfevoort 
any  anf^'er,  or  to  liften  to  thefe  or 
any  propofals  unlefs  made  in  writing, 
the  next  day,  Augull  9,  Gen.  St, 
Leger  fent  to  the  fort  anctlier  fiag, 
vvnth  the  following  letter,  viz. 
Ca:/:p  hcfure  Fort-Sta?i--iKiix,  Auguji  o. 
1777. 
Sir, 
Agreeable  to  your  v^ifnes,  I  have 
the  honoxir  to  give  you  on  paper,  the 
alfo  a  letter  from  the  two  prifoners,     menage  of  yeilerday,  though  I  cannot 


canon 

the 

oth 


refufmg  to  make 


Burgovne' 


which  they  were  doubtlefs  compelled 
to  fign,  and  a  verbal  m.eflkge  to  Col. 
Ganievoort  from  St.  Leg-er,  jrivinc;  a 
pompous  account  of  his  forces  and 
ability  to  take  the  fort.  But  that, 
to   prevent   the    effufion    of    blood, 


conceive,  explicit  and  humane  as  it 
was,  how  it  could  admit  of  more  than 
one  conflrufticn .  After  the  defeat 
of  the  reinforcement,  and  the  fate  of 
all  your  principal  leaders,  on  v/hich, 
naturally,  you  built  your  hopes  ;   and 


through  humanity  and  tender;iefs  to    having  the  llrongeft  reafon  from  ver- 
bal 
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ta!  intelligerK^e,  and  the  matter  con- 
tained in  the  letters  that  fell  into  my 
iands,  and  knowing  thoroughly  the 
fituation  of  General  Burgoyue's  army, 
10  be  confident  that  you  are  without 
lefource — in  my  fears  and  tendernefs 
for  your  perfonal  fafety,  from  the 
Lands  of  Indians,  enraged  for  the 
lofs  of  fome  of  their  principal  and 
moll:  favourite  leaders— I  called  to 
council,  the  chiefs  of  all  the  nations, 
and  after  having  ufed  every  method 
'  that  humanity  could  fuggeft,  to  foft- 
cn.  their  minds,  and  lead  them  pati- 
ently to  bear  their  own  lofTes,  by  re- 
fic(Elingon  the  irretrievable  misfortune 
cf  their  enemies  ;  I,  at  laft,  laboured 
the  point  my  humanity  wilhed  for; 
which  the  chiefs  affured  me  of,  the 
next  morning,  after  a  confultation 
with  each  nation,  that  evening,  at 
their  fire  places — Their  anfwer  in  its 
fuUeft  extent,  they  infiiled  fhould  be 
carried  by  Colonel  Butler,  which  he 
has  given  you  in  the  moft  categori- 
cal manner;  you  are  well  acquainted 
that  Indians  never  fend  mefTagcs  with- 
out accompanying  them  with  menaces 
en  non-compliance,  that  a  civilized 
enemy  would  never  think  of  doing: 
Tou  may  reft  allured  therefore,  that 
jio  infuk  v/as  meant  to  be  offered  to 
your  fituaticn,  by  the  King's  fervants, 
in  die  mefTage  they  peremptorily 
demanded  to  be  carried  by  Colonel 
Eutler. 

I  am  now  to  repeat  what  has  been 
told  you  by  my  Adjutant-general. 
*'  That  provided  you  will  deliver 
up  your  garrifon,  with  every  thing  as 
It  flood,  at  the  moment  the  firft  mefl- 
age  was  fent,  your  people  Ihall  be 
treated  with  every  attention  that  a 
humane    and    generous    enemy    can 


giv, 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barry  St.  Leger. 
Bng.  Gen.  of  his  Majel^y's  forces. 
P.  S.  I  expert  an  immediate   an- 
fwer, as  the  Indians  are  extremely  im- 


patient ;  and  if  this  pr5pofaI  Is  n-- 
jefted,  1  am  afraid  it  will  be  attended 
with  very  fatal  confequences,  not  only 
to  you  and  your  garrifon,  but  the 
whole  country  down  the  Mohawk 
River — fuch  confluences  as  will  be 
very  repugnant  to  my,  fentiments  of 
humanity,  but  after  this,  entirely  out 
of  my  power  to  prevent. 

Barry  St.  Leger. 
Culonel  Gansevoort,     commanding 
Fort  Stan^iixi 

To  this  letter  Col.  Ganfevoort  re'- 
turned  a  written  anfwer,  in  fubilance 
as  follows,  viz.  That  being  by  the 
United  States  of  America  entrulleJ 
with  the  charge  of  the  garrifon,  he 
was  determined  to  defend  it  to  the 
lail  extremity,  againil  all  enemies 
whatfoever,  without  any  concern  for 
the  confequences  of  doing  his  duty. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the 
enemy  renewed  their  firing  at  the 
fort,  with  cannon,  bombs  and  fmall 
arms,  which  continued,  ana  was  re- 
turned from  the  fort  (with  fome  in- 
terval days  of  ceflation.  on  both  fides) 
till  the  22d  of  Augurt,  dujing  which 
time  the  enem.y  had  gradually  made 
their  approach  tovv'ithin  one  hundred 
and  fifty  paces  of  the  fort,  but  were 
(o  much  annoyed  by  our  mufquetry; 
that  they  came  no  nearer.  A  few  of 
our  people  were  killed  and  a  few 
more  wounded,  fix  deferted  to  the 
enemy,  and  a  few  from  them  to  the 
fort.  On  the  zzd  a  deferter  from 
the  enemy  informed  Col.  Granfe- 
voort,  that  General  St.  Leger  had 
been  informed  that  Gen.  Burgoyne's 
army  had  been  entirely  defeated,  and 
that  Gen.  Arnold  was  near  at  hand 
with  a  re-inforcement  for  the  garri- 
fon, of  three  thoufand  men  with  ten 
pieces  of  cannon---and  that  on  thi,s 
intelligence  St.  Leger,  with  all  his 
troops,  had  prccipitatly  retreated, 
leaving  their  tents  Itanding  with  con- 
fiderable  baggage,  kc.  This  account: 
v.'as  fbon  after  confirmed  by  four  more 
deferterj.  Col.  Ganfevoort  then  fent 
out  two  waggons  with  fifty  n\Ci\,  who 

.     kililed 
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killed  two  Indians,  took  four  prifon- 
e*s,  and  loaded  the  waggons.  At 
night  two  more  defcrters  can)e  in, 
one  of  whoin  was  cilled  John  Joll 
Cuyler,  who  was  the  perfon  that  gave 
Gen.  St.  Leger  the  intc,iligenc»;  that 
fyightened  him  away. 

On  the  23d,  parties  were  fent  out, 
who  brought  in  three  prifoners,  4. 
four  and  two  fifths  inch  royals,  a 
three  pound  field-piece  carriage,  with 
all  its  apparatus,  a  quantity  of  bag- 
gage, ammunition,  camp  equipage, 
&c.  the  principal  articles  of  which, 
and  a  great  number  of  other  articles 
left  by  the  enemv,  which  fell  into 
uur  hands,  were  as  follow,  viz. 

Tv\'enty-three    batteaus ;    1 9  wag- 
gons, the  wheels   cut  ;   2    travelling 
and  lumber  carriages  ;    155  three  and 
fix  pound  round  fhot ;  87  ditto,  fixed 
with  flannel  cartridges ;    27  oil,  and 
2  haircloths  ;  i  coll  and  300  fathoms 
rope;     128    four  and   z    fifths   inch 
Ihells;  27  boxes  cartridges,  damaged; 
30  CDi;;per  hoops  ;   i  1  lets  mens  har- 
nefs  ;  •  one   ditto,     horfe  harnefs  ;  8 
boxes  mufquet  balls;  2160  mufquet 
cartridges  ;   2  tanned  hides  ;  5  deer- 
ikins  ;    5    camp    ilools ;   6  matroffes ; 
1    pair  curtains  ;  6   pair    fheets ;    1 8 
bed   cafes;    10  knap-facks  ;    1    caCe 
foap  ;  4  yards  Itroud  ;  4  brafs  candle- 
fticks  ;    I  2  pewter  plates ;  250  u'eight 
iron  ;    1 2  8  weight  Heel ;    1 06  fpades  ; 
100  picks;  80    foiling   axes;     ifet 
blackfmith's  tools ;   2  calks  of  nails ; 
2.   whip   faws;    3   crois  cut  ditto;    2 
hand  ditto ;   2     barrels  tar ;    1    ditto 
pitch;     100    tent   poles;     54    tents; 
5  bell  ditto,  1  brafs,  24 camp  kettles; 
AO    canteens;    4     frying    pans;     56 
blankets ;    40    coats ;    36     blanket 


ditto  ;  3  4  pair  breeclies ;  2  pair  of 
white  ditto  ;  20  white,  and  49  fpeck- 
led  fhirts ;  54  pair  ilockings ;  20 
handkerchiefs  ;  and  abundance  of 
fmaller  articles ;  alfo  a  number  of 
milch  cows  and  horfes,  and  30  or 
40  calks  of  flour,  which  had  bcea 
ilaved,    but  not  fpoiled. 

On    the    24th,    feveral   fcouts   re- 
tprned,     with    a    German    prilbner, 
who   reported,    that  the  enemy   In-, 
dians,    ten  miles  from   the  fort,  fell 
upon   the  fcattered  regulars  and  To- 
ries_,  took    their   arms,  .and  Itabbed 
them  with  'heir  own  bayonets.     That 
for  fear  of  them,    he  and  nine  more 
Germans,    had    fled   to    the    woods, 
whence  none  but  he  had  got  in,    not 
knowing  v/hat  had  become  of  the  rell. 
Tills  afternoon  arrived  at  the  fort 
the   Honourable    Major-general   Ar- 
nold, with   1000  men,   who  were  fa- 
luted   by  a    difchargc  of  the  cannon, 
and  mortars  of  thegarrifon,  and  with 
three  cheers  from  the  troops  on  the 
bailions. 

The  names  of  the  deferters  and 
prifoners  then  in  the  fort,  were  as 
follow,  viz. 

Edward  Tavlor  of  the  8th  re^I- 
menr. 

Thomas  Cook,  Frec^^rick  BarJcoif, 
William  M'Intolli,  Henry  Innis,  Pa- 
trick Karney,  34th  regiment. 
Charles  Gray,  48  th, 
David   Douglafs,    Benj.   Harvey, 
artillery. 

Jofeph  Caffier,  German  hunter. 

David  Sanguine,  Ind.  batteau  man. 

Doneld  Grant,    Henry  Whitmore, 

John  Maddock,  John  Freeland,  John 

Joll    Cuyler  *,   John    Lawrence,  — 

Johnllon. 

AL- 


*  This  Cuyler  «  a?  one  of  Butler's  Tores,  fent  out  v/'th  a  fli^,  to  terrify  and  fc^uce  the 
inhabitants  on  t>ie  Mohawk  rivr  ;  but  being  with  his  fafy,  fakcn  by  "ur  people,  (as  mTi- 
tii-ned  inthepapeis)  and  expecting  to  be  funilhed  with  deatS,  he  was  releafed  on  his  pa- 
loie,  to  be  pardonedon  condirion  of  bringing  good  inteiiieeticc  trom  the  enemy,  »nd  his  bother 
to  be  detained  as  a  hoftage  f.ir  his  return.  On  hi?  psffage  from  Gen.  Arnold's  camp  to  the 
fort,  he  fell  in  witli  a  fcout  of  the  enemy,  and  pretend-d  to  tia.e  mar'e  his  efcaoe  from  our 
army,  we.n  with  the  fcout  to  Genera!  Sr.  Lerer,  to  whom  he  related,  that  bavinc  been  for 
fome  day!  a  prifoner  in  rur  army,  under  General  Arnold,  and  con  iemned  to  fi-fFer  dsath,  he 
v/as  going  to  execution,  wiien  findi'  g  lum^'eiraot  very  cbfely  guarded,  he  took  an  o^porcujity 

ta 
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ALBANY,  \^th  JuguJ},  1777.  heavy,    and  our   raea  under  tetter 

S  I  R,  cover;  all  the  damage  was,  one  maa 

Inclofed    I    fend  you  Lieut.   CoL  killed  by  a  rifle-ball. 

Marinus  Willett's  narration  of  occur-  This  evening  indicated  fomething 

rences  at  Fort  Stanwix,  fince  the  ap-  in  contemplation  by  the  enemy,   the 

proach  of  the  enemy  to  inveft    that  Indians     were     uncommonly     noify 

fjrtrefs.     The  narration  muil  afford  they  made  moft  h 


y  made  mo!t  horrid  yelling  great 
part  of  the  evening  in  the  woods, 
hardly  a  mile  from  the  fort.  A  few 
cannon  were  fired  among  them. 

Wednefday  morning  there  was  an 
unuiual  filence  ;  we  difcovered  fome 
of  tiie  enemy  marching  along  the  edee 
of  the  woods  downwards.  About 
eleven  o'clock,  three  men  got  into  the 
fort,  who  brought  a  letter  from  Gen. 


much  pleafure  to  the  public — at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  refleifls  great  ho - 
nour  upon  the  gallant  defenders  of 
J;hat  in^portiutpoll. 

lam.  Sir, 
Your  humble  fervant, 
''Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun. 
Mr.  John  Holt. 

On  Saturday  eveningj  Auguil  zd, 
five  batteaus  arrived  with  llores  for  the  Harkcman,  of  the  Tryon  county  mi- 
garrifon,  about  the  fame  time  wedif-  litia,  advifing  us-that  he  was  at  Eri/ka 
covered  a  number  of  fires  a  little  better  (eight  miles  from  that  fort)  with 
than  a  niile  from  the  N.  Weil  corner  part  of  his  militia,  and  propofed 
of  the  Fort.  The  llores  were  all  got  to  force  hi^  way  to  the  fort,  for  our 
fafe  in,  and  the  troops  which  were  a  relief. — In  order  to  render  him  what 
gxicrd  to  the  batteaus,  marched  up.  fervice  wc  could  in  his  march,  it  was 
The  Captain  of  the  batteaux,  and  a  agreed  that  I  ihould  make  a  fally  from 
few  of  his  men,  delaying  their  time  the  fort  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
about  the  boats,  were  fired  on  by  meny  ccniifting  one  half  of  Ganfe- 
a  party  of  Indians,  which  killed  one  voort's,  and  one  half  of  Maflachufetts 
man  and  wounded  two;  the  Captain  men,  and  one  field  piece,  (an  iron 
iiimfelf  was  taken  prifoner.  three  poujider.)     The  men  were  in- 

Next  morning  the  enemy  appeared     ftantly  paraded,  and  I  ordered  the  fol- 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about  a  mil  e     lowing  difpofitions  to  be  made  :  Thir- 


below  the  fort,  where  they  took  poA, 
in  order  to  invelt  it  on  that  quarter, 
and  to  cut  oif  the  communication  with 
the  country  ;  from  whence  they  fent 
in  a  flag,  who  told  us  of  their  great 
power,  Itrength,  and  determination, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  gave  us  reafon  to 


to 

fuppofe  they  v/ere    not  pofieiTed   of    ed  by  Capt 

fheneth  fafiicient  to    take  the  fort,     fetts,    and  Enfign  Chafe 


ty  men  for  the  advanced  guard  to  be 
commanded  by  Capt.  Van  Benfcoten 
and  Lieut.  Stockwell ;  thirty  for  the 
rear  guard  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Allen  of  the  Maflachufetts 
troops,  and  Lieut.  Deuffendreff;  thir- 
ty for  flank  guards,  to  be  command- 
,  from  Mafl'achu- 
The  main 


Our  anfwer  was,  a  determination  to  body  formed  into  eight  fubdivifions, 
fupport  it.  All  day  on  Monday  we  commanded  by  Capt.  Bleeker,  Lieu- 
were  much  annoyed  by  a  fliarp  fire  of  tenants  Conine,  Bogardus,  M'Clen- 
inufketry  from  the  Indians  and  Ger-  ner,  and  ORraunder,  Enligns  Bayley, 
man  rilie-men,  which,  as  our  men  Lewis,  and  Dennifon,  L'eut.  Ball,  the 
were  obliged  to  be  expofed  on  the  only  fupernumerary  officer,  to  march 
works,  k'lled  one  and  wounded  feven.  with  me,    Capt   Johnfon  to  bring  up 

The  day  after,    the  firing  was  not  fo     the  rear  of  the  main  body  Cape. 

Swart- 

to  run  oft',  thinking,  at  worfi,  he  might  as  well  be  ftoc  as  hanged-'-That  thongh  feveral 
il;0'.  wee  fi  rd  at  ivirri,  he  j£i  t  of}  quite  unhurt.  Being  afked  the  f  ore:  of  Genf  ral  Arnold, 
he  fajo  ttis  jrmy  coiili!(-fd  of  3000  wth  ten  field  pieces,  that  he  was  on  his  march  and  mud 
be  very  ne'r  ni  '-and.  Qd  thi-,  intcliigencs,  St.  Legrr  dec-,mp;d  piecipitattly  --In  the  retreat 
Cujictfvund  m;.,nstoco;ic;a'  hiinfelf,  aad  when  the  reft  were  gone,  camsi-tothe  foit. 
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Suartwourdt,     with  Enfigns   Magee 
and  Ament,   and  fifcy  men  to  guard 
the  field  piece,  which  was  under  the 
direftion  of  Major  Badlam.     Nothing 
could  be  more  fortunate  than  this  en- 
terprize.     We  totally  routed   two  of 
the  enemy's  encampments,    deftroyed 
all  their  provifion  that  was  in  thein, 
brought  off  upwards   of    fifty   brafs 
kettles,   and   more   than   a   hundred 
blankets,    (two   articles  which    were 
much  needed  by  us)  with  a  number 
ofmufkets,  tomahawks,  fpears,  am- 
munition,   cloathing,    deer   flcins,    a 
variety  of  Indian   aftairs,    and   five 
colours,   which  on  our  return  to  the 
fort,   were  difplayed  on  our  flag  ftafF, 
under   the   Continental   flag.       The 
Indians  took  chiefly  to  the  woods,  the 
reft  of  their  troops  to  the  river.     The 
number  of  men    loft  by  the  enemy  is 
uncertain,   fix  lay  dead  in   their  en- 
campment, two  of  which  were  Indians, 
feveral  fcattered  about  in  the  v/oods, 
but  their  greaieft  lofs  appeared  to  be 
jn  croffing  the  river,  and  noinconfide- 
rable  number  on  the  oppofite  fliore. 
I  was  happy  in  preventing  the  men 
from  fcalpingeven  the  Indians,  being 
defirous,  ifpoflible,  of  teaching  even 
the  Savages  humanit}\     But  the  men 
were    much    better  employed,    and 
kept  in   excellent  order.     We  were 
out  fo  long,  that  a  number  of  Britifli 
regulars,   accompanied  by  what  In- 
dians,   Sec.    could    be    rallied,    had 
marched  down  to   a   thicket  on  the 
other  fide    of  the  river,     about  fifty 
yards  from  the  road  we  were  to  pafs 
on  our  return  ;  near  this  place  I  had 
ordered  the  field  piece.     The  ambufli 
was  not  quite  formed  when  we  dif- 
covered  them,  and  gave  them  a  v/ell 
direfted  fire.  —  Here  efpecially.  Major 
Badlam,  with  his  field  piece,  did  con- 
liderable  execution— here,   alfo,    the 
enemy   were  annoyed  Vty  xhe  fire  of 
feveral  cannon  from  the  fort,   as  they 
marched  round  to  form  the  ambuf- 
cade.      The   enemy's  fire   was   very 
wild,  and  though  we  were  very  much 
expcfed,    did   no  execution   at    all. 

L  1  1 


We  brought  in  four  prifoners,  three 
of  which  were  wounded.     One  of  the 
prifoners  is  Mr.  George  Singleton  of 
Montreal;  he  is  Lieutenant  in  a  com- 
pany of  which  Mr.  Stephen  Watts  of 
New- York    (brodier-in   law    to    Sir 
John  Johnfon)  was  Captain,  and  who 
was  himfelf  killed  in  the  battle  with 
the  militia,   about  two  hours  before. 
Mr.  Singleton  told  me  that  Sir  Joha 
was  with  him  when  we  attacked  their 
camp,    and  he  thinks  he  ran  to  the 
river ;  it  is  faid  by  fome  of  the  Oneida 
Indians,  that  he  is  killed,  which  does 
not  appear  unlikely. 

From  thefe  prifoners,  we  received 
the  firft  accounts  of  Gen.  Harkeman's 
militia  being  ambuflied  on  their  march 
and  of  a  fevere  battle  they  had  with 
them  about  two  hours  before,  which 
gave  us  renfon  to  think  they  had,  for 
the  prefent,  given  up  their  defign  of 
marching  to  the  fort. 

I  ikould  not  do  juftice  to  the  officers 
and  loldiers  who  were  with  me  on  this 
enterprize,  if  I  was  not  in  the  moft 
pofitive  terms  to  affure  their  country- 
men that  they  in  general  behaved  with 
the  greateft  gallantry   upon  this  oc- 
cafion ;    next  to  the   very  kind   and 
fignal  interpofition  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence,  which  was  powerfulty  mani- 
fefted  in  their  favour,  it  was  undoubt- 
edly owing  to  that  noble    intrepidity 
wliich  difcovered  itfelf  in  this  attack, 
and   ftruck    the  enemy  with  fuch  a 
panick  as  difcnabled  them  fcom  taking 
pains  to  direft  their  fire,  that  we  had 
not  one  man  killed  or  wounded.  The 
officers  in  general  behaved  fo  well  that 
it    is    hardly    right  to   mention    the 
names  of  any  particular  one  for  their 
Angular  valour;  but   fo  remarkably 
intrepid  was   Capt.  Van   Benfcoten, 
and  fo  rapid  was  his  attack,    that  it 
demands  from  me  this  particular  tefti- 
mony  of  his  extraordinary  fpirit. 

Among   other  things  taken   from 
the  enemy,    were  feveral  bundles  of 
papers  and  a  parcel  of  letters  belong- 
ing to  our  garrifon,    which  they  had 
takeii  from  our  militia,  but  not  yet 

open- 
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opened.  Here  I  found  one  letter  for 
myfelf;  there  were  likewife  papers 
belonging  to  Sir  John  Johnfon,  and 
feveral  others  of  the  enemy's  officers, 
with  letters  to  and  from  Gen.  St. 
Leger,  their  Commander  ;  thefe  pa- 
pers have  been  of  fome  fervice  to  us. 
On  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  the 
enemy  fired  a  few  cannon  at  us  from 
high  ground,  about  half  a  mile  north 
of  the  fort,  where  they  have  eredled 
a  fmail  battery.  Next  day,  being 
Friday  the  8th,  they  threw  a  parcel 
of  fliells  from  the  fame  battery,  none 
of  which  did  any  execution.  This 
evening  they  fent  us  a  flag,  with 
which  came  their  Adjutant-general,. 
Capt.  Armllrong,  Col.  Butler,  and 
a  iurgeon,  the  furgeon  to  examine 
Singleton's  v/ounds ;  the  principal 
bufmefs  of  tlie  flag  was  to  acquaint 
lis,  that  Gen.  St.  Leger  had,  with 
much  difficulty,  prevailed  on  the  In- 
dians to  agree,  that  if  the  Command- 
jug  Officer  would  deliver  up  the  fort, 
the  garrifon  fhould  be  fecured  from 
any  kind  of  harm,  that  not  a  hair  of 
their  heads  fhould  be  touched  ;  but  if 
not,  the  confequences  to  the  gartifon, 
fnould  it  afterwards  fall  into  their 
hands,  muft  be  terrible ;  that  the 
Indians  were  very  much  enraged,  on 
account  of  their  having  a  great  num- 
ber of  thier  Chiefs  killed  in  the  late 
aftions,  and  were  determined,  unlefs 
they  got  poileffion  of  the  fort,  to  go 
down  the  Mohawk  River,  and  fall 
upon  its  inhabitants.  Our  anfwer 
was,  that  Ihould  this  be  the  cafe,  the 
blood  of  thefe  inhabitants  would  be 
upon  the  hands  of  Mr.  Butler  and  his 
employers,  not  upon  us,  and  that 
fuch  proceedings  would  ever  remain 
a  ftigraa  upon  the  name  of  Britain  ; 
but  for  our  parts,  \vc  were  deter- 
mined to  defend  the  fort. 

That  evening  it  was  agreed  by  the 
Field  Officers,  that  I  Ihould  under- 
take, Vv'ith  Lieut.  Stockwell,  who  is 
a  good  woods-man,  to  endeavour  to 
get  down  into  the  country,  and  by 
making  a  proper  reprefenta,tiQn  of 


o      ) 

our  affairs,  endeavour  to  procui;e  fuck 
force  as  may  be  fufficient,  entirely  to 
extirpate  this  mifcreantband.  After 
a  mofl  fcvere  march,  of  about  fifty 
miles  through  the  Vv'ildernefs,  we 
have  arrived  at  this  place,  and  am  in 
no  doubt  of  beholding,  in  a  fey/  days, 
a  few  force  fufficient  to  accomplifn 
this  important  piece  of  bufmefc.  By 
the  beft  accounts,  the  lofs  of  the  In- 
dians, in  both  aclions,  is  very  con- 
fiderable,  and  they  are  quite  fick  of 
the  expedition. 

MaRINUS  WlLLF.T. 
Germmi-jlati,  Aiignjlw,  IJJJ. 
A  return  of  atnmunition  and  urijllery 
fiores  taken  at  the  camp  hefare  ^ort 
Schuyler,  Auguji  2\fi,  \'JT],  , 
4  Royals,  42  5  inches  diameter, 
1 26  fhells  for  ditto,  3  travelling  car- 
riages damaged,  2  damaged  limbers 
for  ditto,  135  three-pound  round 
fhot,  20  fix-pound  ditto,  72  three- 
pound  fhot  flannel  cartridges,  4  tin 
tube  boxes,  60  tubes,  1 1  canniilers, 
I  fet  horfe-harnefs,  i  fet  of  men's 
ditto,  4  fponges,  3  ladles,  3  wad- 
hooks,  28  boxes  mufket  balls,  2 
powder-horns,  2  lanthorns,  4  hand^ 
fpikes,  3  haverfacks,  1  drudging- 
box,  2  linltocks,  2  port-fires,  i  apron, 

1  pair  of  good  limbers,  27  cil-cloths, 

2  pair  cloathes,  i  coil-rope,  a  large 
quantity  of  junk,  a  quantity  of  wool- 
len yarn,  17  three-pound  boxes  of 
cartridges  damaged,  5  fix-pound 
ditto,  2  1 60  good  mufquet  cartridges, 
a  large  number  of  ditto  damaged,  3Q 
copper  hoops. 

BoJIoiz,  Sept.  20.  The  loth  of  Au- 
guft,  Barry  St.  Leger,  Efq.  Com- 
mander of  the  forces  which  befieged 
Fort  Schuyler,  fent  by  a  flag  to  the 
fort,  a  proclamation  almoll  verbatim 
with  that  of  Burgoyne's,  which  prov- 
ed a  Itimulus  to  that  garrifon's  hold- 
ing out. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  John 
Johnfon  and  Company's  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  in 
order  to  diffuade  them  from  taking 

up 
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yp  arms  to  relieve   Fort   Schuyler, 
wtiile  beficged. 

Camp  before  Fort  Stan-iuix,  Aug.  i  3 . 
'To  the  inhabitants  of  Try  on  County. 

Notv/ithftanding    the   many    and 
great'  injuries   we   have   received  in 
perfon  and  property  at  your  hands. 
Mild  beinsT  at  the  head  of  vldorious 
troops,  we  moft  ardently  wifh  to  have 
peace  reilcred   to    this   once   happy 
country ;    to   obtain    which  we    are 
willing  and  defirous,  upon  a  proper 
fubmiiilon  on  your  parts,  to  bury  in 
oblivion  all  that  is  paft,   and  hope 
tliat  you  are  or  will  be  convinced  in 
the  end,  that  we  were  your  friends 
and   good    advifers,    and     not    fuch 
wicked  defigning  men  as  thofe  who 
led  you  into  error,  and  ainioft  total 
ruin.      You   have,  no   doubt,  great 
reafon  to  dread  the  refentment  of  the 
Indians,  on  account  of  the  lofs  they 
fuliained  in  the  late  aftion,  and  the 
mulilh   obftinacy  of  your   troops   in 
this  garrifon,  who  have  no  refource 
but  in  themfelves,  for  which  reafon 
the  Indians  declare,  that  if  they  do 
not  furrender  the    garrifon    v/ithout 
further  oppofiuon,  they  v/ill  put  every 
foul  to  deaih,  not  only  the  garrifon, 
but  the  whole  country,  without  any 
regard  to  age,   kx,  or   friends — for 
which  reafon,  it  is  become  your  in- 
difpenfible  duty,  as  you  muft  anfwer 
the  confequences,  to  fend  a  deputa- 
tion   of  your  principal    people,    to 
oblige  them  immediately,  to  what  in 
a  very  little  time  they  muft  be  forced, 
the    furrcnder   of   the  garrifon— in 
which  cafe  we  will  engaoe  on  the  faith 
of  Chriftians  to  protedft  you  from  the 
violence  of  Indians. 

Surrounded  as  you  are  by  victo- 
rious armies,  one  half  (if  not  the 
greater  part)  of  the  inhabitants  friends 
to  government,  without  any  refource, 
furely  you  cannot  hefitate  a  moment 
to  accept  the  terms  propofed  10  you, 
by  friends  and  well-wiftiers  to  the 
country. 
John  Johnson, 

Superintendants. 


John  Johnson,"^ 
D.  W.  Glaus,  ( 
John  Butler,  3 


In  Congrefs,   Sept.  6,   1 77 7. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treafury 
having  taken  into  confideration  the 
letter  from  Gen.  Gates  of  the  28th 
of  Auguft,  refpefting  cloathing  for 
the  army  under  his  command,  referred 
to  them  by  Congrefs,  report. 

That  it  appears  from  the  Clothier- 
general's  report,  that  he  has  ordered 
confiderable  fupplies  of  cloathing  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  army  in  the  Nor- 
thern department  from  Bofton,  and 
that  he  has  little  doubt  of  being  able 
to  furniili,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
the  fpeciiic  articles  of  cloathing  di- 
refted  to  be .  given  as  a  bounty  to 
the  troops  ;  and  as  it  will  be  equally 
difadvantageous  to  the  foldiers,  and 
to   the   fervice,    fhould  they  receive 
money  inftead  of  fucli  cloathirtg,  the 
Board   difapprove   of  the   ftoppages 
made  by  the  Deputy  Pay-mafter  Ge- 
neral in  the  Northern  department  out 
of  the  pay  of  troops  in  that  depart- 
ment on  account  of  cloathing,  and 
direft  the  money  to  be  returned,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  where  a  regiment  fhall 
have    been    furniflied     with     more 
cloathing  than  the  bounty. 

That  the  greateft  care  ought  to  be 
taken  to  do  juftice  to  the  foldiers  as 
well  as    the  public  in    this    efTential 
article.     It  is  not   fufficient,  in  the 
opinion  of  this   Board,  that  the  Clo- 
thier-general  charges    the    regiment 
with  the  articles  delivered,  and  takes 
the  receipt  of  the  Colonel  or  Com- 
manding Officer;  and  that  the  Co- 
lonel  or   Commanding    Officer,    oa 
delivering  the  cloathing  to  the  Cap- 
tain or  Commanding  Officer  of  each 
refpeftive   company,    takes    his    re- 
ceipt ;    every    Commanding    Officer 
of  a  company  ought  moreover  ftriftly 
to  be  required   to    keep  a  cloathing 
account   with  his    company,    diftin- 
guilliing  the  feveral  articles  delivered 
to  each  non-commiffioned  officer  and 
private,  and  taking  receipts  for  the 
fame  as  his  vouchers  ;  and  when  each 
non-commiffioned  officer  and  private 
refpedtively   Ihall  have   received   his 
bounty  of  cloathing,  the  Command- 
L  I  1  2  ing 
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ing  Officer  of  the  oompany  to  which 
he  belongs  fhall  deliver  the  account 
and  receipts  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  regiment,  to  enable 
him  to  fettle  the  cloathing  account 
with  the  Clothier-general,  as  well  as 
to  difcover  whether  equal  juftice  has 
been  done  to  the  company. 

That  fuch  troops  as  have  not  been 
fupplied  with  cloathing  ought  to  be 
furnifhed  their  full  bounty  without 
delay,  which  the  Board  have  earneitly 
recommended  to  the  attention  of  the 
Clothier-general,  and  he,  on  his  part, 
has  engaged  to  exert  every  means  in 
his  power  to  accompli fh. 

That  fuch  of  the  troops  as,  at  their 
own  expence,  ihall  have  provided 
themfelves  with  any  of  the  articles  of 
cloathing  allowed  as  a  bounty,  or 
ihall  not  draw  their  cloathing  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  fhall  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  full  value  thereof  at  the 
average  price  which  the  cloathing  of 
the  army  Ihall  coft  the  public. 

And  whereas,  when  the  bounty  of 
cloathing  was  provided  by  Congrefs, 
it  was  conceived  that  it  might  be 
impradlicable  to  obtain  a  fulHcient 
<}uantity  of  cloth  for  regimental  coats 
for  the  troops,  and  for  that  reafon 
two  hunting  fhirts  were  fubftituted  ; 
but  in  the  event,  fo  confiderable  a 
fupply  has  been  procured,  that  the 
Clothier-general  has  been  enabled  to 
furnifh  moft  of  the  troops  with  regi- 
mental coats  inftead  of  hunting  fhirts ; 
and  experience  having  Ihewn,  that  a 
further  alteration  of  the  articles  of 
cloathing,  allowed  as  a  bounty,  may 
be  made  to  the  advantage  of  the  fol- 
diers,  and  without  lofs  to  the  public, 
therefore  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  be 

Refolved,  That  the  Clothier-ge- 
neral be  direfted,  as  far  as  he  fiiall 
have  it  in  his  power  to  furnifli  all  tlie 
non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  not  yet  received  their 
bounty  of  cloathing,  at  their  eledlion, 
either  with  the  feveral  articles  allowed 


by  Congrefs  m  the  refolutlon  of  the 
8th  of  Odlober,  1776,  or  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following  articles,  viz. 

One  regimental  coat,  averaged  at 
eight  dollars  and  two  thirds. 

One  jacket  without  fleeves,  two 
dollars  and  two  thirds. 

One  pair  of  buckfkin  and  two  pair 
of  linen  or  woollen  breeches,  eight 
dollars. 

One  hat  or  leather  cap,  (/wo  dol- 
lars and  two  thirds. 

Two  fhirts,  eio,ht  dollars. 
One  hunting  fhirt,  four  ditto. 
Two  pair  of  overalls,  fix  ditto. 
Two  pair  of  flockings,  four  ditto. 
Two  pair  of  ihoes,  fix  ditto. 
One  blanket,  fix  ditto. 
Firfl  coft  elHmated  at  iifty-fix  dol- 
lars. 

But  as  the  whole  of  the  articles  lafl 
fpeciiied  exceeds  that  of  the  cloathing 
allowed  as  a  bounty  to  the  troops  by 
eight  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dol- 
lar, fo  much  fhall  be  flopped  out  of 
the  pay  of  every  non-commifTioned 
officer  and  private  who  fliall  be  fup- 
plied in  the  manner  laft  diredled,  as 
will  make  the  amount  of  cloathing, 
he  fliall  receive,  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  bounty  of  cloathing,  which 
upon  an  average  of  the  price  of  the 
feveral  articles  is  clHmated  at  forty- 
feven  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a 
dollar. 

The  faid  report  being  twice  read ; 
on  the  queltion  put, 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to 
the  foregoing  report  and  refolvcs. 
By  order  of  Congrefs, 
-^         John  Hancock,  Prefident, 

ExtraSI  of  a  letter  fro?7i  a  gentleman 
at  i^iebec,  dated  Sept.  7. 
"  In  my  lafl,  I  informed  you  of 
the  fuccefs  Gen.  Burgoyne  had  met 
with  by  getting  pofleiTion  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  &c.  fince  which  time  how- 
ever, he  has  received  a  check,  by  the 
defeat  of  a  foraging  party  of  about 
600  whom  he  fent  out  to  Bennington, 
diilant  from  Saratoga,  where  his  maia 

body 
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lonel  to  return,  threatenlns;  to  leave 
him  there  if  he  did  not.  He  endea- 
voured to  pacify  them,  but  all  to  no 
purpofe,  and  an  account  coming  ia 
foon  after,  that  a  large  body  of  the 
rebels  were  at  hand  in  order  to  attack 
them,  they  loft  all  patience,  and  af- 
ter breaking  up  the  officers  trunks, 
and  carrying  off"v.hat  they  could  lay 


( 

body  was,  30  miles.  They  were 
met  and  attacked  by  between  3  and 
4000  of  the  rebels,  and  flood  their 
ground  for  fome  time,  till  finding 
thenifelves  furrounded  and  over- 
powered by  numbers,  they  cut  their 
way  through  them,  and  joined  the 
raain  body.  The  lofs  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  is  faid  to   be  300,  fome  fay  _ 

500,  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners.  their  hands  on,  they  run  away  ;  upoii 
Every  attempt  of  this  kind  mifcarry-  which  the  Colonel  thought  it  prudent 
ing,  is  produdlive  of  worfe  confe-  to  retreat,  which  he  did  to  Ofwego, 
quences  to  us  than  the  lofs  of  die  leaving  behind  him  two  field-pieces 
men ;  it  infpires  them  with  courage,  that  he  could  not  carry  off.  Thus 
Our  laft  accounts  from  Burgoyne's  has  this  plan  mifcarried  through  the 
army  fay,  that  he  was  to  leave  Sara-    treachery  of  the  Indians,  who  go  to 


toga 


(where  he  has  been  for  fome 
time,  waiting  for  ftores  coming  up) 
the  4th  infl:.  and  proceed  to  Albany  ; 
fo  that  in  a  few  days,  we  may  expect 
to  hear  fomething  very  capital.    Col. 


war  only  for  the  fake  of  plunder, 
which  if  they  do  not  get  from  the 
enemy,  they  take  from  their  friends^ 
This  retreat  of  Col.  St.  Leger  from 
Fort  Stanwix,  has  fo  alarmed  many 


than  a  vifit  from  them.  You  know 
the  gang  of  them,  what  pitiful  mil- 
creants  they  are." 


St.  Leger,  who  has  a  feparate  com-  in  this  place,  that  they  fancy  them- 
mand  of  about  1000  Indians,  250  re-  fehcs  in  greater  danger  than  even  int 
gulars,  and  as  many  of  the  faithful,  the  winter  of  the  fiege,  and  ithasraif- 
went  up  by  Niagara,  and  after  clear-  ed  the  fpirits  of  a  few  Yankey  rafcals 
ing  the  country  of  the  rebels,  was  to  here,  who  wifli  for  nothino-  better 
have  gone  down  the  Mohawk  River 
and  join  Gen.  Burgoyne  at  Albany. 
Ke  was  upon  his  way  to  attack  Fort 
Stanwix,  where  the  rebels  had  a  gar- 
rifon,  when  information  was  brought 
him,  that  a  number  cf  the  enemy  was 
coming  by  another  route  to  reinforce 
it,  he  direftly  fent  off  a  party  con- 
filting  of  Indians,  and  part  of  Sir 
John  Johnfon's  corps,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  John,  to  lie  in  arnbulh 
for  them 


Hafxfordy  Auguji  21.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  piirticuiars  of  the  aJlion 
between  the  militia,  kz.  and  part  of 
the  Britilh  army,  on  the  16th  iriltant, 
near  Bennington. 

Saturday  Aug.  16.    Was  a  memo- 
rable day  on  account  of  a  lignal  vic- 
they  waited  till  the  rebels     tory  the  militia,  under  the  command. 


came   up,    when     they    fired    upon  of  General  Starke,   obtained  over  a 

them,  and  throwing  away  their  muf-  body  of  the  King's  troops,  command- 

t|uets,  they  ran  in  among  them  vvith  ed   by  Governor  Skeene.     It    feems 

their  tomahawks  and  bayonets,  and  that  General  Burgoyne  had  detached 

made  a  molt  dreadful  flaughter,  up-  this  corps,  con fiiting  of  about    1500 


wards  of  600  rebels  w^re  left  dead  on 
tiie  fpot,  and  the  few  more  that  the 
party  confilled  of  made  their  efcape  ; 
our  lofs  was  very  trifling.  Col.  St. 
Leper  after   this  opened   a   battery 


men,  chieiiy  Waldcckers  and  BrLinf^ 
wickers,  intermixed  with  fome  Britifh 
troops  and  Tories  a  motley  com- 
pound, to  penetrate  as  far  as  Ben- 
nington, and  farther  if  it  fhould  be 


upon  the  fort,  but  for  want  of  heavy  found  practicable,  with  a  view  to  en- 
artillery  could  make  no  imprcflion  creafe  the  number  of  his  friends,  to 
upon  it.  The  Indians  finding  this,  difperfe  his  protections  in  the  country 
grew  impatient,  and  wanted  the  Co-    to  procure  provifions  for  his  army, 

and 
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and  to  wreak  his  wrath  and  vengeance 
upon  all  thofe  who  had  difregarded 
his  calls  of  mercy.     Governor  Skcene 
had  advantageoufiy  polled  this  corps 
within     five    miles    of    Bennington 
meeting-houfe,     where    in    different 
places  they    made    breaft  works    for 
their  own  fecurity.     This  digreflion 
was  of  fuchill  tendency,  and  favoured 
fo  much  of  prefumption,  that  Gen. 
Starke,    v./ho  was  at  that  time  provi- 
dentially at  Bennington,  with  his  bri- 
gade of  militia  from  New  Hampfhire 
Itato,  determined  to  give  them  battle. 
Col.  Simond's  regiment  of  militia  in 
Berks  county  was  invited  to  his   aflill- 
ance ;  and    a   part  of  Col.    Brown's 
arrived   feafonably  to  attend   on  the 
adlion,  and  fome  volunteers  from  dif- 
ferent towns,  and  Col.  Warner  with  a 
part  of  hisov/n  regiment  joined  them 
the  fame  day.     The  General  wifely 
laid  his  plan  of  operations,    and  Di- 
vine Providence  blefiing  us  with  good 
weather,    between    three     and     four 
o'clock,   P.M.  he  attacked  them  in 
front  and  flank  in  three  or  four  dif- 
ferent places  with  irrefiftible  impetu- 
ofity.V    The  aftion  was  extremely  hot 
for  betv/een  one  and  two  hours ;  the 
flanking   parties    had    carried     their 
points  with    greater  eafe,   when   tlie 
front  preued  on  to  their  breail  work 
with  an  ardour  and  patience    beyond 
expeilation.     The  blaze  of  the  guns 
of  the  contendinp'  parties  reached  each 
other,  the  £re  was  fo  extremely  hot, 
and  our  men  eafdy  furmqunting  their 
breaft  v/orks,   amidfl:  pea's  of  thunder 
and  fiafaes   of  liehtninp;    from  their 
guns,   without  regarding  the  roar  of 
their  field  pieces,    that  the  enemy  at 
once    defcrted    their   cover  and  ran ; 
and  in  about  five  minutes  their  whole 
camp  was  in  the  utm.ofl  confufion  and 
diforder ;    all    their    battalions  were 
broken  and  fled  moll  precipitately ; 
at  which  inllant  our  whole  army  preiT- 
ed  after  with  redoubled  ardour,  pur- 
fued  them  a  mile,  made  confiderable 
fiaugh:er   amongft   them,    and   took 
many  prifoncrs.     One  field  piece  had 


already  fallen   into   our  hands.     At 
this  time  our    men  Hopped  to  take 
breath,  when  the  enemy  being  rein- 
forced, our  front  fell  back  a  few  rods 
for  conveniency  of  ground,  and  being 
collefted  and  direfted  by  Col.  Rofle- 
lar,  and  reinforced  by  Major  Stanten, 
renewed    the   fight   with    redoubled 
ardour,    and  fell  in  upon  them  with 
great  impetuofity,    put  them  to   con- 
tufion  and  flight,    and  purfued  them 
about  a  mile,  making  m.any  prifoners, 
2  or  3  more  brafs  field  pieces  falling 
into  our  hands,   and  are  fnppofed  to 
be  the  whole  they  brought  with  them. 
At   this    time   darknefs  came    upon 
us,  and  prevented  our  fwallowing  up 
the  v/hole  of  this  body.     Tne  enemy 
fl^d  precipitately  towards  the  North 
River.     Governor  Skeene  in  furprize 
and  confternation,  took  horfe  and  fled. 
This  aftion,  which  redounds  fo  much 
to  the  gloiy  of  the  Great  Lord  of  tlic 
Heavens  and  God  of  armies,  affords 
the  Am.ericans   a  lailing  monument 
of  Divine  power  and  goodnefs,  and  a 
moll  powerful  argument  of  love,  and 
trull  in  God.     Our  lofs  is  about  40 
or    50   killed,    and  more  wounded. 
The   enemy    lofs    is    greater,      and 
many   m^ore   v.'ounded.     Their  bag- 
gage    fell    into    our    hands.       The 
number  of  prifoners  taken,  is  about 
fix     hundred.       Two  of   their    Co- 
lonels  were   amongil   the    prifoners, 
and  mortally  wounded.     A  number 
of  inferior   oflicers  have    alfo   fallen" 
into  our    hands,    and  in    particular 
the    General's    Aid-de-Camp.       A 
good  number  deferted  and  joined  us. 
A  large  body  of  militia  are  now  col- 
lefting  to  ad.  in  conjunftion  with  the 
Northern  army.  General  Starke  will 
be  endeared  to  us  for  ever. 


B  oft  an,    Sept.    18. 
Head   Quarters    of  the    King^ s    army 
upon  Hud/oil's   Riuer,   Auguft  30, 


17-7'' 


/  /  • 
Sir, 


ed 


Major-general  Reidefel  hasrequeft- 


me    10   tranimit   the 


incloled   to 
Lieu- 
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Lieutenant  colonel  Baum,  whom,  the     (houlcl  menticninhuinanit 
fortune  of  war,  put  into  the  hands  ot 
your  troops  at  Bennington. 

Having  never  failed  in  my  atten- 
tion towards  prifoners,  I  cannot  en- 
tertain a  doubt  of  your  taking  this 
opportunity  to  fliew  me  a  return  of 
civility  ;  and  that  you  will  permit 
the  baggage  and  fervants  of  fuch 
officers,  your  prifoners,  as  defired,  to 
pafs  to  them  unmolefted. 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  find  my- 
felf  obliged  to  add  to  this  application, 
a  ccmplaint  of  the  bad  treatment  the 
provincial  foldiers  in  the  King's  fer- 
vice  received  after  the  aifair  at  Ben- 
jiington.  I  have  reports  upon  oath, 
that  fome  were  refufed  quarter  arter 
having  alked  it.  1  am  willing  to 
believe  this  was  againft  the  order  and 
inclination  of  your  oificers ;  but  it  is 
my  part  to  require  an  explanation, 
and  to  warn  you  of  the  horrors  of 
retaliation,  if  fuch  a  praftice  is  not 
jn  the  ftrongeft  terms  difcountenauced 
and  reprehended. 

Duty  and  principle.  Sir,  make  me 
a  public  enemy  to  the  Americans, 
who  have  taken  up  ai-ms  j  but  I  fcek 
to  be  a  generous  one  ;  nor  have  I 
the  fliadow  of  refentment  againii  any 
individual,  who  docs  not  induce  it 
by  afts  derogatory  to  thofe  maxims, 
upon  which  all  men  of  houour  think 
alike. 

Perfuaded  that  a  gentleman  of  the 
ftation  to  which  this  letter  is  addrelTed, 


/ ,  or  ilu-eat". 
en  retaliation.  Nothing  hi:ppened 
in  the  aclion  at  Bennington,  but  what 
is  common  vvlicn  works  are  carried  by 
flllault. 

That  thefavages  of  America  fhould, 
in  their  warfare,  m.angle  and  fcalp 
the  unhappy  prlloners  who  fall  into 
their  hands,  is  neither  new  nor  extra- 
ordinary ;  but  that  the  famous  Lieu- 
tent-general  Burgoyne,  in  v/hom  the 
fine  gentleman  is  united  with  the 
foldier  and  the  fcholar,  fhould  hire 
the  favagcs  of  America  to  fcalp  Eu- 
ropeans, and  the  dcfcendants  of  Euro- 
peans ;  nay  more,  that  he  fhould  pay 
a  price  for  each  fcalp  fo  barbaroafly 
taken,  is  more  than  will  be  believed 
in  Europe,  until  authenticated  fails 
fhail,  in  ever/  Gazette,  confirm  the 
truth  of  the  horrid  tale. 

Mifs  Mc  Rea,  a  young  lady,  lovely 
to  the  fight,  of  virtuous  charafter, 
and  amiable  difpofition,  engaged  to  an 
oiHcer  of  your  army,  was,  with  other 
women  and  children,  taken  out  of  a 
houfe  near  Fort  Edward,  carried  in- 
to the  v/oods,  and  there  fcalped  and 
mangled  in  a  mofl  fliocking  manner. 
Two  parents  v/ith  their  fix  children, 
were  all  treated  with  the  fame  inhu- 
manity, while  quietly  refiding  in  their 
once  happy  and  peaceful  dwelling. 
The  milerable  fate  of  Mifs  Mc  Rca 
was  particularly  aggravated,  by  her 
being  drelled  to  receive  her  promifcd 
hulband,  but  met  her  murderer  em- 


will  not  be  comprized  in  the  excep-    ployed   by    you.      Upwards   of  one 


;ion  I  have  made. 

I  am,  perfonally.  Sir, 

your  mofc  humble  fervant, 
J.     Burgoyne, 
Lieut.  General. 
Major  Gen.  Gates. 

Major-general  Gates's  anfwer. 

Iii:ad  !^arters    of   the    army    of  the 

United  States,    Sep,   z,    1777. 

Sir, 
Laft  night  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
firft  inftant.      I  am  ailoniflied  you 


hundred  men,  women  and  children, 
have  perifned  by  the  hands  of  the 
ruffians,  to  whom,  it  is  aflcrted,  you 
have  paid  the  price  of  blood. 

Inclofed  are  letters  from  your 
wounded  officers,  prifoners  in  my 
hands ;  by  them  you  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  gcnerofity  of  their  con- 
querors. 

Such  money,  cloathing,  attendants, 
and  necelTaries,  which  your  Excel- 
lency pleales  to  f?nd  to  the  prifoners, 
fhall  be  faithfully  delivered.  The 
late  Colonel  Bauin's  fervant,  ^who  is 

at 
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at  Bennington,  would  have  come  to 
your  Excellency's  camp  ;  but  when  I 
ofiered  him  a  flag,  he  was  afFraid  to 
Tun  the  rifque  of  being  fralped,  and 
tleclined. 

When  I  know  whnt  furgeon  and 
attendants  your  Excellency  is  deiir- 
ous  offending  to-  Bennington,  I  fhall 
difpatch  an  officer  to  your  lines,  to 
ccnduft  them  to  my  c;imp. 
I  am,  Sir,  yonr  moll 
humble   fervant, 

Horatio  Gates, 
Major  Gen. 
Lieut.  Geit.  Burgcyne. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Eurgoyne 
to  Major  General  Gates. 
Sir,  Sept.  6,  1777. 

T  received  your  letter  of  the 
2d  inftant,  and  in  confequence  of 
your  compliance  with  my  propofal 
of  fending  a  furgeon  to  vifit  the 
wounded  ofRcers  in  your  hands, 
and  fome  fervants  to  carry  money 
and  necefiaries  to  their  matters, 
and  remain  with  them,  I  have  now 
to  defire  the  favour  of  you  to  difpatch 
the  ofhcer  you  defign  with  a  drum  and 
a  Hag  of  truce,  fo  that  he  may  arrive 
at  Still  Water  about  noon,  on  the 
qth,  and  he  fhall  be  met  there  by  the 
perfonshe  is  toconduft,  accompanied 
alfo  by  a  drum  and  a  flag  of  truce. 
I  trufl.  Sir,  that  it  is  underflood  be- 
tween us  that  the  furgeon  fhall  have 
fafe  condu6l  to  my  outpcfls,  v^'hen 
his  vifit  fliall  be  made,  and  he  fhall 
requeft  it ;  and  that  you  may  be  aflur- 
e»l,  on  my  part,  that  your  oflicer  fliall 
meet  with  fecurity  and  civility. 

I  have  hefitated.  Sir,  upon  anfvver- 
ing  the  other  paragraphs  of  your  let- 
ter. I  difdain  to  juftify  myfeif  againfl: 
the  rhapfodies  of  fiftlon  and  calumny, 
w'hich  from  the  firl'c  of  this  con  tell, 
Jt  has  been  an  unvaried  American 
policy  to  propogate,  but  v.'hich  no 
lonjifer  impofes  upon  the  world.  I 
am  induced  to  deviate  from  this  ge- 
neral rule,  in  the  prcfent  inftance, 
left  my  filence  fnould  be  conllrued  an 
acknowledgment  of  rhe  truth  of  your 


allegations,  and  a  pretence  be  thence 
taken  for  exercifing  future  barbarities 
by  the  American  troops. 

By  this  motive,  and  upon  this  only, 
I  condefcend  to  inform  you,  that' I 
would  not  be  confcious  of  the  afts 
you  prefume  to  impute  to  me,  for 
the  whole  Continent  of  America, 
though  the  wealth  of  worlds  were  in 
its  bowels,  and  a  paradife  upon  its 
furface. 

It  has  happened,  that  all  my  tranf- 
actions  with  the  Indian  nations,   lafl 
year  and  this,  have  been  clearly  heard, 
diflindly  underflood,  accurately   mi- 
nuted,   by  very  numerous,    and   in 
many  parts,  very  unprejudiced   per- 
fons.     So   immediately    oppofite    to 
truth  is  your  affertion,  that  I  have  paid 
a  price  for  icalps,  that  one  of  the  iirll 
regulations  eltablifhed  by  me  at  the 
great  council  in  May,   and  repeated 
and  enforced,  and  invariably  adhered 
to  fince,  was,  that  the  Indians  fliould 
receive  compenlation  for  prifoners,  be* 
caufe  it  v/ould  prevent  cruelty  ;    and 
that  not  only  fuch  com.penfation  fhould 
be  withheld,   but  a  ftrift  account  de- 
manded for  fcalps.     Thefe  pledges  of 
conqueft,  for  fuch  you  well  know  they 
will  ever  efteem  them,  were  folemnly 
and   peremptorily   prohibited    to    be 
taken  from  the   wounded,   and  even 
the  dying,  and  the  perfons  of  aged 
men,  women,  children,  and  prifoners, 
were    pronounced    facred,    even    in 
affaults. 

In  regard  to  Mifs  M'Rea,  her 
fall  wanted  not  the  tragic  difplay  you 
have  laboured  to  give  it,  to  make  it 
as  fmcerely  abhorred  and  lamented  by 
me,  as  it  can  be  by  the  tendereft  of 
her  friends.  The  fail;  was  no  pre- 
meditated barbarity.  On  the  con- 
trary, two  chiefs,  who  had  brought 
her  off  for  the  purpofe  of  fecunty, 
not  of  violence  to  her  perfon,  dif- 
puted  which  fliould  be  her  guard  ; 
and  in  a  fit  of  favage  pafuon  in  one, 
from  whofe  hands  fhe  was  fnatched, 
the  unhappy  woman  became  the  vic- 
tim.    Upon   the   firH:  intelligence  of 

this 
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tLI.s  event,  I  obliged  the  Indians  to 
deliver  the  murderer  into  my  Jiands  ; 
■and  though  to  have  puniihed  him  by 
our  laws,  or  principles  of  juftice, 
would  have  been  perhaps  unprece- 
dented, he  certainly  Ihould  h:;ve  luf- 


) 


fered   an   ignominious  death,  IiaJ  I 


cir- 


Head  ^lartcrs   nf  the   army    cf  tht 
United  States,  Sept.  8,  177  7. 
Sir, 
Your  Excellency  may  be  fatisfied 
that  I  will    fend    an  officer  to  Still- 
water at  the  time  you  mention,    to 
receive    the    furgeon,    fervants,    and. 
fuch  comforts  as  )'our  Excellency  iliall 

in 


1  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  lervant. 
HoRATTO  Gates.  M.  G. 

Lieut.  Gf'/?.  BURGOYNE. 

Publijhed  by  Order  cf  Congress, 
Charles  Thomson,  Se<. 


not   been   convinced,    from    my  v.^^-     »v.^.. . . —  y —  j  — 

cumftances  and  obfervation,    beyond     think  proper  to  fend  to  the  prifoners 

the  poffibility  of  a  doubt,  that  a  pai^-     my  hands. 

don    under  the  terms    which  t  pre- 

fented  and  they    accepted,    would  be 

more  efficacious  than  an  execution  to 

prevent  fimilar  mifchiefs. 

The  above  inllance  excepted,  your 
intelligence,  refpefting  the  cruelties 
of  the  Indians,  is  falfe. 

You  feem  to  threaten  me  with 
European  publications,  which  alTeft 
me  as  little  as  any  other  threats  you 
could  make  ;  but  in  regard  to  Ameri- 
can publications,  Vv'hetlier  your  charge 
againft  me,  which  I  acquit  you  of 
believing,  was  pennedy/  c7«  a  Gazette, 
or  for  a  Gazette,  I  defire  and  de- 
mand of  you,  as  a  man  of  honour, 
that  Ihould  it  appear  in  print  at 
all,  this  anfwcr  may  fellow  at. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
J .    B  u  R  G  o  y  N  E , 
Lieutenant  General, 

Major  Ge7ieral  Gat£S. 


Portsmouth,  iS'i?//'.  27,   1777. 

To  the  Hon.  Committee  c/Safett 
of  this  State  at  Exeter. 
Charles-to^vn,  Sejit.  23,  i777- 

Sir, 

You  will  fee  by  the  inclofed,  what 
we  are  doing  here.  General  Lincola 
is  cone  to  join  General  Gates,  and 
left  us  to  aft  in  this  quarter  with 
1500  men,  therefore  requeft  that  all 
the  militia,  above  Charles-town  and 
caltward,  may  maixhto  ouraffillance, 
with  horfes   bringing  flour  and  beef. 


to   ferve  themfelves  one  month  ;    by 
^xtraa  of  a  letter  from  Major  Gene-     which  time  I  hope  the  whole  of  Ge- 
'  ral  Gatzs  to  the  Prefdent  cfCon-     neral   Burgoyne's    army  will    be    m 


rejident  cf  ^ 

grefs. 
bir, 

Inclofed  I  have  the  honour  to  fend 
you  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne's 
anfwer  to  the  letter. I  tranfmitted  to 
Congrefs  by  the  laft  exprefs.  All 
jthe  reply  I  thought  neceflary  to  maiie 
to  fo  extravigant  a    performance,   i« 

alfo  in  the  packet.     Having  prepared ,  ,r*     u 

every  thing  in  concert  with  General  as  far  as  one  day's  travel  from  hence, 
Lincoln  for  the  march  of  the' arm v,  as  v/e  have  none  to  fpare  ;  the  num- 
I  left  Van  Sohcak's  ifland  on  Mon-  ber  to  fupply  will  be  about  i^o 
day,  and  arrived  here  yellerday  fore-  men.  No  time  may  be  loft  m  end- 
jioon.  The  enemy  gave  no  manner  ing  along  the  militia.  General  Ar- 
pf  interruption.  nold  l^as  fought  the  right  wing  of 

M  m  m  Gene|-al 


our  hands,  I  think  now  every  man 
of  fpirit  will  turn  out.  Pafturing  is 
good  and  plenty  this  way. 

I  am,  your  very  humble  fcrvant, 

Jacob  Bayley,  B.  D.G. 

I  fend  about  100  prifoners  to  you, 

to    difpofe  of  as   you    think  will  be 

moll:  fafe ;    fome  provifions  mufl:  be 

lent  to-morrow,  to  meet  the  prifoners. 


(     458     ) 


General  Burgoyne's,  won  three  field 
p  eces,  the  field,  and  250  prifoners. 
Great  lofs  on  both  fidco. 

(A  true  copy.)         B.  Bayley. 
Atteft.  Peter  Laberee,  Chairman. 

Particulars  of  the  mo'vements  of  Gen. 
LiNCLON,  from  Sept.  lyh  to  the 
21/. 

Thirteen  til,    marched  in  three  dl- 
vlfions  from  Pawlet,  commanded   by 
Col.   Brown,    Johnfton,    and  Wood- 
bury;  Col.  Brown  to  the  South  bay, 
to  relieve  our  prifoners  at  the  North 
I^ake  George  ;  Colonel  Johnfton,  at 
the  fame  time  to  divert  the  enemy  at 
Independence ;     Col.    Woodbury   at 
Skeenlborough,  to  cover  Col.  Brown's 
retreat,  &c.     On   Wednefday  morn- 
ing,  the   17th,   at  day  break,    Col. 
Brown  began  the  attack,  fet  at  liberty 
100  of  our  men,  who  were  prifoners  ; 
took   prifoners    293   of    the   enemy, 
amongft  which  were  two  Captains,  and 
feven  Lieutenants,  and  two  other  offi- 
cers ;  took  Mount  Defiance,   Mount 
Hope,  the  French  lines,  and  the  Block 
Houfe,    the  Landing,   200   battcaux, 
one   armed    floop,    and    feveral    gun 
boats.     On  Sundiiy  took  about  100 
prifoners  ;   tlie  prilbners  are  marched 
for    Connecticut,    except    100;    took 
a  vaft  quantity  of  plunder.     His  wa- 
ter craft  are  with  a  party  fet  out  for 
the  South  end  of  Lake  Georg-e,  where 
are  all  their  boats,  baggage,  and  ar- 
tillery.    I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt 
but   they   will  fucceed ;  the   divifion 
confifts  of  5 CO  men  each  ;  Col.  Brown 
is  reinforced   now  to  700  ;  we  mean 
to  keep  pofTeffion    of  the   ground  at 
Ticcnderoga.  The  field  is  now  open;  d 
wide  ;   the  time  is  jiov/  come  that  we 
may  entirely   cut   off  General   Bur- 
goyne's   whole    army,    if    we   exert 
ourfclvcs  J  our  numbers  are  not  fuf- 
ficient   to  keep  what   we  liave,   and 
can  get.     1  think  it  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  turn  out,   with  his  Jiorfc,  ancl 
one    month's    provifion,     wliich    will 
undoubtedly  accomplifh   our  defign. 
.1   mull  call   on   all    our   friends'^ to 


America,   to  turn  out,   and  come  to 
our  afiillance  atTiconderoga. 

|acob  Bayley, B.  D.  G. 
P.  S.   General  Lincoln  is  gone   to 
join  General  Gates. 

(A  true  copy.) 
Atteft.  Peter  Laberee,  Chairman. 
Cajlletoii  Sept.  z\,  1777. 
Boston,    Otl.  2. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Brown    t.9 
the    Hon.   Major  General  Gates, 
dated  North    End  of  Lahe   George 
Landing,  Thurfday ,   September  1  %, 

»777' 


Sir, 


With  great  fatigue,  after  marching 
all  liil  night,  I  arrived  at  this  place 
at  break  of  day,  and  after  the  bell 
difpofidon  of  the  men  I  could  make, 
immediately  began  the  attack,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  carried  the  place. 
I  then,  without  lofs  of  time,  detached 
a  confidcrable  part  of  my  men  to  the 
mill  where  a  great  number  of  the 
enemy  were  polled,  who  alfo  were 
made  prifoners  ;  a  fmall  number  of 
whom  having  taken  polTeffion  of  a 
block  honfe  in  that  vicinity,  were, 
with  mere  difficulty,  brought  to  lub- 
ihifiion  ;  but  at  the  fight  of  the  can- 
non they  furrendered. 

During  thefe  feafons  of  fuccefies. 
Mount  Defiance  alfo  fell  into  our 
hands.  I  have  taken  poflefflon  of  the 
old  French  lines  at  'ficonderoga.  I 
have  fent  in  a  flag,  demanding  a  fur- 
render  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  In- 
dependence, in  the  llrongeft  and  moil 
peremptory  terms.  Have  had  as  yet 
no  information  of  the  event  of  Col. 
Johnllon's  attack  on  the  Mount.  My 
lofs  of  men  in  the  feveral  aftions  are 
not  more  than  three  Or  four  killed, 
and  five  wounded.  The  enemy's  lofs 
is  Icfs.  I  find  myfelf  in  poflefllon  of 
29^  prifoners,  viz.  twoCap  tains,  nine 
Subalterns,  two  Commiflaries,  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  privates  143 
Britilh,  and  I  19  Canadians,  18  arti- 
ficers, and  retook  more  than  100  of 
our  men  j  total  293,  exclufive  of  the 
prifoners  retaken.     The  water  craft  I 

have 
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Kr.ve  taken  are   i^o  batteaux  above  freedom,    and  the  happinefs  of  pof- 
the  Falls  in  Lake  Champlain,  50  above  tcrity,  are   motives   to  itimulate  the 
the  Falls,  including  feveral  large  gun  anny   to   conquer    their    mercenary 
boats,   and   an    armed    Hoop ;    arms  and    mercilefs     foes,     the     time    is 
equal  to  the    number  of  prifoncrs,  now    come,    when    they    are    called 
feme  ammunition,   and  many   other  upon,  by  their  country,  their  gene- 
things,   which  I   cannot  as'yct  afcer-  ral  and  every  thing  human  and  di- 
Vd'm.     I  mult  not  forget  to   mention  vine,  to  vanquiih  their  enemy;   each 
a  few  c.nnnon,   which  may  be  of  fo  ftate  in  particular,    and   the  Grand 
great  fervice  to  us.  Convention  of  the  United  States,  in 
BosTOK,  Sc-pfcw/^er  77.  general  are,  to  this  moment,   induf- 
Genn-al  Gates's  Ge/icrarOra'ers. if-  trioufly   employed    to   provide    their 
/ue//  en  the   6th  irifiant,   at   Half  army  with  every  comfort  Snd  necelTary 
Mean,  prc-vinus  to  the  ar?ity's  march-  that   can  be  procured;  duty,   grati- 
jng   to  attack   the    enatij    at   Fort  tude  and  honour,  mull  therefore  in- 
Ediijard.  fpire  the  heart  of  every  officer  and 
The   Generals   commandiig   divl-  foldier,  todo  juitice  totheir  muchin- 
fions,  and  all  the  Generals  and  Co-  jured  country, 
lonels   commanding   brigades,  to  fee  Boston,  0^701^^^  18,  1777. 
tliat  the  cornmanding  officers  of  regi-  Monday    morning   at   three   o'clock, 
ments  and  companies  have  every  thing  an     exprefs    arrived    at     General 
in  immediate  readinefs  for  a  march  ;  Heath's,   with  the  following  let- 
tliat  when  general   orders  are  illucd,  ter,  viz. 

the  army  may  .only  have  to  Itrike  Camp  three  miles  above  Stillivatert 
their  tents,  load  their  baggage,  and  Odobcr  gth,  1777' 
inllantly  at  the  word  being  gi^en,  Dear  General, 
march  off  the  ground.  A  very  large  "  This  will  acknowledge  the  re- 
army  of  militia,  with  feme  Continental  celpt  of  your's  of  the  29th  ult.  and 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Ge-  will  inform  you,  that  on  Tuefday  lalt 
neralb  Lincoln  and  Starks,  are  now  the  enemy  advanced  from  their  right 
afiembling  in  the  Grants,  and  every  v/ith  a  delign  to  take  poll:  on  our  Icrt. 
Jieceffary  preparation  for  their  adling  Our  fcouts  were  drove  in — They 
in  concert  v.-ith  this  army  upon  the  continued  advancing, 
point  of  being  compieated.  This  "  Three  regiments  were  orderedout, 
whole  force  mull  be  prepared  to  march,  who  met  them  a  mile  from  our  lines, 
upon  the  Ihorteil  notice,  to  drive  the  a  fmali  eminence  being  between  them, 
enemy  with  difgrace  and  defeat  back  each  puffied  hard  for  it—Our  troops 
to  Canada,  is  the  objeft  of  the  pre-  gained  it.  The  attack  began  at  four 
fent  campaign.  What  has  been  fuc-  o'clock,  P.  M.  continued  till  dark 
cefsfully  began,  by  General  Starks  without  anyintermiffion,  during  which 
and  Colonel  Warner,  to  the  eaftward,  we  drove  them  two  miles,  and  at  lalt 
and  General  Harkeman  and  Colonel  entered  their  works  fword  in  hand. 
Ganfevoort,  at  the  wefhvard,  cannot,  In  the  aftion,  and  in  their  works, 
(with  the  bleding  of  Heaven)  fail  to  were  taken  two  brals  12  pounders  and 
be  equally  profperous,  in  the  hands  of  fix  6  pounders,  3  ammunition  wag- 
the  generals  and  foldiers,  appointed  gons,  about  300  tents,  a  great  quan- 
to  face  (he  enemy'5  main  army,  at  the  tity  of  baggage,  with  upwards  of  30 
northward.  Jf  the  murder  of  aged  horfes,  waggons,  &c.  Sec. 
parents,  with  their  innocent  children,  "  It  now  became  very  dark,  could 
if  mangling  the  blooming  virgin,  and  not  purfue  them  any  further,  nor  was 
inoffenfive  youth,  are  inducements  to  it  fafe  or  practicable,  the  woods  be- 
j-fvenge— if  the    righteous    caufe  of  ing  very  thick. 

j\'I  m  m  z  We 


*'  We  halted  half  a  mileih  the  rear 
©f  them,  there  remained  the  whole 
night  with  our  arms  in  oar  hands, 
not  a  man  flept. 

'*  About  four  in  the  morning  they 
began  to  move,  we  pajhed  on  till 
they  were  drove  into  their  ftrong 
works  on  the  River  Road — fkirmifh- 
ing  parties  were  fent  out  the  whole 
day ;  forae  'prifoners  taken,  fome 
killed  and    wounded  on  our  fide. 

*'  Among  the  wounded  is  the  good 
Major-general  Lincoln  fhct  through 
the  leg.     Wifh   he  may  fave  it,  bat 

it    is  much   doubted. The   brave 

General  Arnold  was  wounded  in  the 
ruction  the  day  before. 

*'  As  we  have  not  been  able  to  get 
in  returns,  cannot  give  you  a  parti- 
cular account  of  our  loii  ;  however, 
it  is   A'ery  inconfiderable — 1  believe  i 
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you  a  further  account  of  them.  TIH 
then,  (  am  your  Honour's  moft  obe- 
dient fcn'unt, 

"  I  0  H  N-     G  L  o  V  E  R> 


"  Brigadier  General. 

"  O£*;obcr  10,  nine  o'clock.  Throe 
thoafand  have  already  marched  on 
their  left  flank  ;  and  our  whole  body 
is  paraded,  and  will  march  imme- 
diately. J.  G. 

"  P.  S.  loth.  A.  M.  This  morn- 
ing fymptoms  much  in  favour  of  Ge- 
neral Lincoln,  I  am  in  hopes  he  will 
fave  his  leg, 

"  The   exprefs  heard  a  very  heavy 
cannonade  all  the  next  day,  while  on 
his  way  hither." 
Extrai'I  of  another  leiicr  from  a  gcnth- 

rnan,     dated    Ca?>ip      on      Bcmus  s- 

Heights,   Oil.  9,    1777. 

With  the  greatell  pleafure  I  can 


may  venture  to  fay  not  more  than  30     inform  you   of  our  having  a  moll  fe 

killed,  nor   more  than  one  hundred 

wounded. 

"  The  enemy's  lofs  on  Tuefday 
muft  be  great !  Gen.  Frazerwound- 
ed  (fince  dead).  Taken  3  field  offi- 
cers, 6  Captains,  10  Subalterns,  1 
Quarter-mauer  General,  190  private 
—  taken  in  the  hofpital  on  Wednef- 
day,  about  300  fick  and  wounded, 
with  fome  medicines,  200  barrels  of 
flour,  with  many  other  articles.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  upv/ards  of  100  now  lay 
dead  oq  the  ground,  which  we  have 
not  been  able  to  bury. 

"  Much  honour  is  due  to  our  offi 
cers    and    men,,    who     fought    like 
heroes. 

"  The  enemy  began  their  retreat  at 


vere  aftion    on  the    7  th  in  ft.      Our 
army   drove   Britons    and  Germans, 
from   the  field  into  their  works ;   but 
not  being  content  with   the  honour 
of  that,    attacked  their   lines  in  the 
face  of  cannon  and  Ihcwers  of  muf- 
quetry,  drove  them  from  their  works, 
took  9  pieces  of  brafs  artillery,   300 
prifoners,  among  whom  are  b   or    7 
field  officers,  viz.    i  German  Colonel, 
2    Lieutenant-colonels,     both    fince 
dead  ;  Major  Williams    commandant 
of  Britiffi  artillery  ;    2  Erunfwic  Ma- 
jors ;  Sir  Francis  Clark,  Aid  de  Camp 
to  General  Burgoyne.     The  encamp- 
m.ent  of  a  German  brigade,  with  all 
their  equipage,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Col.  Jackfon's  regiment.     This  is  a 


about   1 1    o'clock  at  night,  breaking     fliort  but  as  good  an  account  as  J  can 


tip  all  the  bridges  and  otherwife  fpoil- 
ing  the  roads  in  their  rear. 

"  Thurfday  morning  3C0  menferved 
with  three  days  provifion  began  their 
inarch  to  hang  0:1  their  left  flank 
(the  river  being  on  their  right)  and 
two  brigades  on  the  River  Road  in 
their  rear,  but  could  not  proceed  as 
it  fet  in    full  of  rain,  and  io  conti- 


capital 


Thuj} 

affair    the 

can     produce. 


give  of  the  matter  at  prefent 
ended  the  mofl: 
hifi:ory  of  tliis  war 
The  enemy  prepared  yefterday  for  a 
retreat — this  morning  we  find  they 
are  gone,  le;i\ingthe  iick  andwourd- 
ed,  officers  and  men,  in  their  camp. 
We  111  all  march  in  half  an  hour  in 
purfuit  of  them.     They  lofl  General 


Tiues.     Shall  pufh  on  immediately  on     Fiazcr  in  thelafl  aftion,  befides  many 
its  clearing  up,  when  I  hope  to  give     others.      You    cannot    conceive   the 

bravery 
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bravery  and  fpirit  of  our  troops. 
Our  loi's  was  very  trifling;  wc  loic 
tlouble  the  number  of  any  other  re- 
giment, and  had  but  2  otiicers,  and 
y  or  10  men  killed  on  the  Ipot,  and 
one  officer,  and  rj  men  wounded. 
AVeloll:  no  field  officer,  nor  that 
1  can   leai-n  a   Captain.     Gen.    Ar- 


) 


Ext  rail  of  a  letter  frnjn  Alhany^  dated 
October  14,    17-77. 
"  I  have  this  moment  received  ad- 
vice  from  the  camp,    that  a  party  of 
our  men  have  taken  ^hy  batteaax  of 
the  enemy,    leaded  with  proviiions, 
rtores,  and  medicines." 
ExtraSi   of  a  letter  from     Saratoga, 
Oilober  13,     1777. 
"  Yellerday  Gen.  Fellows,   being 
on  the  ether  fide  of  the  river,   took  a 
number   of  boats    from   the   enemy, 
.a  random  lliot  of  the  enemy  ;  his  leg    confiftingof  near  1000  barrels  of  pork 

and   bi.-ef;  together  with  three  hogf- 
heads  of  ber.ver  hats,  &c.  S;c.'* 


nold  entered  the  works,  and  im- 
mediately received  a  ball  in  his  leg. 
Yelierday  General  Lincoln  received 
d  in  his  le";  from 


an  unfortunate  woun 

,3 


13  to  be  taken  off.  X  am  in  haite, 
being  jull  going  to  mount  for  the 
parfuit." 

The  Honourable  Continential  Con- 
grefs  have  removed  from  Phiiadciph;a 
to  York  Town,  in  the  Nci:hcrn  part 
of  that  State. 


Letter 


from  Major-general  Gates   f » 
General  Burgoyns. 


Sir, 


S arc- toga,   Oa.  u,    1777. 


Bcfon,  O Hob er  zo,    1 777. 

Extract  of  a    letter  from    a    General 
Officer,    dated  Camp   at   Saratoga, 

Od.  13,  1777. 

"  I  received  your  elleemed  favour 
of  the  7th,  and  notice  the  contents, 
but  cannot  fully  anfwer  it  at  prefent. 
In  my  lall  I  gave  you  an  account  of 
the  aftion  of  the   7th,   fince   which 


I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  letter  by  Lady  Acknd. 
The  refpcr".  due  to  her  Ladylhip's 
rank,,  the  tendernefs  due  to  her  perform 
and  lex,  were  fufficient  recommend- 
ations to  entitle  her  to  my  protedion- 
Coafidering  my  preceding  condudh 
with  refped  to  thofe  of  your  army,, 
whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  placed 
in  my  hands,  I  am  furnriz^d  that  your 
Exceiiency  fhould  think  that  I  could 


there  has  been  fkirmilhing  every  day,     coniidcr  the  greateit  attention  to  Lady 


in  which  we  have  taken  great  quan- 
tities of  baggage,  provifions,  Uz. 
prifoners  about  120;  deferters  i6c. 
The  enemy  have  burnt  every  huufe 
but  one,  between  their  lail  encamp- 
ment and  the  ground  they  now  oc- 
cupy, which  is  on  the  other  fide  Sara- 
toga-creek. We  now  lie  within  muf- 
ket  fhot  of  them,  and  are  for  mi  tjo-  a 
circle  round  them  ;  and  if  the  plan 
fucceeds,  fliall  have  it  complete  in  oive ' 
night  more.  The  Generals  Lincoln 
and  Arnold  are  both  in  a  fine  way, 
and  keep  their  legs  yet.  The  total 
deflrudlon  of  General  Burgoyne  is 
very  near,  and,  with  the  bleiuncr  of 
God,  wiUfoon  be  complete  ;  we  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  a£l  with  pi'udeuce 
and  firmnefs." 


AiCLind  in  the  light  of  an  obligation. 
The  cruelties  which  mark  the  re- 
treat of  your  army,  in  burning  the 
gentlemensand  farmers  houfesasthey 
went  ak^ng,  is  almoll  among  civilized 
nations  without  a  precedent ;  they 
Ihould  not  endeavour  to  ruin  thofe 
they  could  not  conquer  ;  this  conduct 
betrays  mere  the  vindi£live  malice  of 
a  monk,  than  the  genero-^.ty  of  a  fol- 
dier.  Your  friend,  Sir  Francis  Clark, 
by  the  iniormati on  of  Dr.  Ports,  the 
Director- goneral  of  my  .hofpital,  lan- 
guiihes  unuier  a  very  dangerous  wound. 
Kvery  u.:rt  of  tenderntls  and  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  liiiiJ,  as  well  as  to  ail 
the  wounded  who  have  fallen  in:o  my 
hands,  audits'  hcjpi:al-v.>hlch yo::  r.vas 
necejjjiiited  to  lea-ve  to  mj  mercy. 

I  '  At 
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At  the  fclicitnLion  of  Major  Wil- 
li amn,  I  am  pre  •/ailed  on  to  offer  him 
and  Major  Meibom,  in  exchange  for 
Col.  Eth-in  Allen.  Your  Excellen- 
cy's objeftions  to  my  Lift  propofals  for 
ihc  exchange  of  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  I 
muft  confider  as  trifling,  as  I  cannot 
but  fuppoie  that  the  Generals  of  the 
royal  armies  aft  in  equal  concert  with 
rhofe  of  the  Generals  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bearer  delivers  a   number  of 
letters  from  the  ofHcers  of  your  army, 
taken  prifoners   in  the  aftion  of  the 
2t]l  inftant. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Horatio   Gates, 
Major  General. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  BurGoyne 


Whitehall ,   Decemher  1 5 ,    1 77 7 . 

This  afternoon  Captain  Craig,  of 
the  47th  regiment,  arrived  from 
Quebec  with  the  fo!Iov/ing  duplicate 
of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne,  to  Lord  George  Germain, 
the  original  of  vvhic'i  has  not  yet 
been  received. 

Alhany,   OSlober  20,    1777 
My  Lord, 

No  poflibility  of  communication 
Ifvith  ycur  Lordiliip  having  exilled  fince 
the  beginning  of  September,  at  which 
time  my  lalt  difpatches  were  fent 
away,  I  iiave  to  report  to  your  Lord- 
ihip  the  proceedings  of  the  army  un- 
der my  command  from  that  period ;  — 
a  fcries  of  hard  toil,  inceffant  effort, 
il'dbborn  aftioii,  till  difabled  in  the 
collateral  branches  of  the  army  by 
the  tot?;l  defcftion  of  the  Indians ; 
the  deftition  Or  the  timidity  of  the 
Canadian^  and  Provincials,  fome  in- 
dividuals excepted  ;  difappointed  in 
the  lait  hope  of  any  timely  co-ope- 
ratiou  from  other  axmies ;  the  regular 
troops  reduced  by  loffes  from  the 
bell  parts  to  3500  fighting  men,  not 
2000   of  which   were    Britifh ;  only 


three  days  proA'ifions,  upon  fliort  al'- 
lowance,*in  (lore  ;  inveltcd  by  an  army 
of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  and  no  ap- 
parent means  of  retreat  remaining,  I 
called  into  Council  all  the  Generals,' 
Field  Oiiicers,  and  Captains,  com- 
manding corps,  and  by  their  unani- 
mous concurrence  and  advice,  I  was 
induced  to  open  2  tieaty  wi:h  Major- 
general  Gates. 

Your  Lordfhip'  w'ill  fee  by  the  pa- 
pers tranfmitted  herewith  the  difa^ 
greeable  profpeft  v/hich  attended  the 
firJt  overtures,  and  v.-hen  the  terms 
concluded  are  compared,  I  trufl  that 
the  fpirit  of  the  Councils!  have  men- 
tioned, which,  under  fuch  circum- 
llances,  didlated  inftead  of  fubmit- 
ting,  will  not  be  refufed  a  faarc  of 
credit. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  detail  of 
thefe  events,  I  think  it  a  duty  of  juf- 
tice,  my  Lord,  to  take  upon  myfelf 
the  meafure  of  having  pafied  the 
Hudfon's  River,  in  order  to  forne 
a  paffage  to  Albany.  I  did  not  think 
myfelf  authoriiJed  to  call  any  men  in- 
to Council,  when  the  peremptory 
tenor  of  my  orders,  and  the  feafon 
of  the  year,  admitting  no  alterna- 
tive. 

Provifions  for  about  thirty  day- 
having  been  brought  forward,  the 
other  neceffary  ftores  prepared,  and 
the  bridge  of  boats  compleated,  the 
army  paffed  the  Hudfon's  River  ou 
the  13th  and  14th  of  September,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  and  in  the 
plain  of  Saratoga,  the  enemy  being- 
then  in  the  neichbourhood  of  Still- 
water. 

xz^th.  The  whole  army  made  a. 
movement  fonvard,  and  encamped  irt 
a  good  pofition  in  a  place  called' 
Dovogot. 

\6th.  It  being  found  that  there' 
were  feveral  bridges  to  repair,  thaf 
work  was  be^un  under  cover  of  llrong 
detachments,  and  the  fame  oppor- 
tunity wa3  taken  fo  reconnoitre  the 
country. 

\-]th. 
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17'/^'.  "The  army  rene-.ved  their 
march,  repaired  other  bridges,  and 
encamped  upon  advantageous  ground, 
about  four  miles  from  the  enemy. 

iSf/j.  Theen^my  appeared  in  con- 
fiderable  force  to  obllruft  the  further 
repair  of  bridges,  and  with  a  view 
as  it  was  conceived  to  draw  on  an 
aftion  where  artillery  cou'.d  not  be 
einployed ;  a  fmall  lofs  was  fallained 
in  Ikirmilhing,  but  the  work  of  the 
bridq-es  was  effected. 

igrif.  The  pafliiges  of  a  great  ra- 
vin, and  other  roads  towards  the  ene- 
my, having  been  reconnoitred,  the 
army  advanced  in  the  following  or- 
der: 

Brigadier-general  Frr.zer's  corps, 
fuftained  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Brey- 
man's  corps,  made  a  circuit  in  order 
to  pafs  the  ravin  commodioully,  with- 
out quitting  the  heights,  and  after- 
wards to  cover  the  march  of  the  line 
to  the  right :  thefe  corps  moved  in 
three  columns,  and  had  the  Indians, 
Canadians,  and  Provincials  upon  their 
fronts  and  flanks.  The  Britilh  line, 
kd  by  me  in  perfon,  pafTed  the  ravin 
in  a  direft  line  fouth,  and  formed  in 
erder  of  battle  as  fall  as  they  gain- 
ed the  fummic,  where  they  waited 
to  give  time  to  Frazer'e  corps  to 
make  the  circuit,  and  to  enable  the 
left  wing  and  arcillery,  v.hich,  under 
the  command  of  Pvlajor-general  Philips 
and  Major-general  Reidefel,  kept  the 
great  road  and  meadows  neai*  the 
river,  in  two  columns,  and  had 
bridges  to  repair,  to  be  equally  ready 
to  proceed.  The  47th  regiment 
guarded  the  batteaux. 

The  fignal  guns,  which  had  been 
previoufly  fettled  to  give  notice  of 
all  the  co'umns  being  ready  to  ad- 
vance, having  been  fired  between 
one  and  tv,o  o'clock,  the  march  con- 
tinued, the  fcouts  and  flankers  of  the 
column  of  the  Britifli  line  were  foon 
tired  upon  from  fmall  parties,  but 
with  no  efFeifl ;  after  about  an  hour's 
march,  the  picquets,  which  made  the 
ad\-anced  guard  of  thai  column,  were 


attacked  in  force,  and  obliged  to  give 
ground,  but  they  foon  rallied  and 
were  fuitained. 

On  the  firrt  opening  of  the  v/ood,  J 
formed  the  troops ;  a  few  cannon  fhot 
diilodged  the  enemy  at  a  houfe  from 
whence  the  picquets  had  been  at- 
tacked ;  and  Brigadier-generai  Fra- 
zer's  corps  had  arrived  with  fuch  pre- 
ciiion  in  point  of  time,  as  to  be 
found  in  a  very  advantageous  height 
on  the  right  of  the  Britilh. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy,  not 
acquainted  with  the  combination  of 
the  march,  had  moved  in  great  force 
out  of  their  intrenchments,  with  a 
view  of  turning  the  line  upon  the 
right ;  and  being  checked  by  the 
pofition  of  Brigadier-general  Frazer, 
countermarched  in  order  to  direfl: 
their  great  effort  to  the  left  of  the 
BritiHi. 

From  the  nature  of  the  countiy, 
movements  of  this  nature,  however 
near,  may  be  eftei^ed  without  a  pof- 
libility  of  their  being  difcovered. 

About  three  o'clock  the  adllon 
began  by  a  very  vigOi"ous  attack  on 
the  Britiui  line,  and  continued  with 
grrat  obllinacy  till  after  fun-fet. 
The  enemy  being  continually  fup- 
plied  with  ireih  troops,  the  llrefs  lay 
upon  the  20th,  2 lie  and  6zd  regi- 
ments, moft  parts  of  which  were  en- 
gaged near  four  hours  without  inter- 
miflion  :  the  9th  had  been  ordered 
eirly  in  the  day  to  form  in  referve. 
The  grenadiers  and  2^th  regiment 
were  iome  part  of  the  time  brought 
into  aftion,  as  were  part  of  the  light 
infantry  ;  and  all  thelc  corps  charged 
with  their  ufual  fpirit. 

The  riflemen,  and  other  parts  of 
Breyman's  corps,  were  alfo  of  fer- 
vice;  but  it  was  not  thought  advife- 
able  to  evacuate  the  height  where 
Brigadier-general  Frazer  was  polled, 
otherwlfe  than  partially  and  occafion- 
allv. 

Major-geiicrai  Philips,  upon  iirft 
hearing  the  firing,  found  his  wny 
through  a  dimcuk  part  of  the  wood 

to 


(     4^4      ) 


to  the  fcene  of  action,  and  brought 
up  with  him  Major  Williams  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  sncl  from  that  mo- 
Hient  I  ffocd  indebted  to  that  gallant 
2nd  iudicions  fecond  for  inceffantand 
mOil  material  fervices ;  particularly 
for  reftoring  the  aftion  in  a  point 
which  was  critically  preffed  by  a 
oreat  fuperlority  of  fire,  and  to  which 
he  led  up  the  2Cth  regiment  at  the  ut- 
mod  perfcnal  hazard. 

Mr.jor-general  Reidefel  exerted 
himfelf  to  bring  up  a  part  of  the 
left  wing,  and  arrived  in  time  to 
charge  the  euemy  with  regularity  and 
bravery. 

Juft  as  the  light  clofed,  the  ene- 
my  gave  ground  on  all  fides,  and 
left  us  compleatly  maflers  of  the  field 
of  battle,  with  the  lofs  of  about  500 
men  on  their  fide,  and,  as  fuppoied, 
thrice  that  number  wounded. 

The  darknefs  preventing  a  pur- 
fuit,  the  prifcners  were  few. 

The  behaviour  of  the  officers  and 
men  in  general  was  exemplar}'.  Briga- 
dier-gei>eral  Frazer  took  his  pofition 
/  in  the  beginning  of  the  day  vvith 
great  judgment,  and  fuftained  the 
aftion  with  conflant  prefence  of  mind 
and  vigour.  Brigadier-general  Ha- 
milton was  the  Vv'hole  time  engaged, 
and  acquitted  himfelfv/iih  great  ho- 
uom-,  aftivity,  and  good  conducl. 
The  artillery  in  general  was  dillin- 
•Tuifhed,  and  the  brigade  under  Cap- 
tain Jones,  who  v.'as  killed  in  the 
aftion,  was  confpicuoufly  fo. 

The  army  lay  upon  their  arms 
the  night  of  the  19th,  and  the  next 
day  took  a  pofition  nearly  v/ithin 
cannon  ihot  of  the  enemy,  fortify- 
in*^  their  right,  and  extending  their 
left  fo  2s  to  cover  the  meadows  through 
which  the  ereat  river  runs,  and  where 
the  batteaux  and  holpitais  were  plac- 
ed. The  47th  regiment,  and  the  re- 
e-iment  of  Heflb  Hanau,  with  a  corps 
<L)f  Provincials,  encamped  in  the  mea- 
dows ;v^  a  further  fecurity. 

It  was  foon  found  that  no  fruits, 
honour   cx:r-?':'jd,  vvcrc  attained    by 


the  preceding  vidlory :  the  enemy 
working  with  redoubled  ardour  to 
ftrengthen  their  left  ;  their  right  Vvas 
unattackable  already. 

On  our  Me  it  became  expedient 
to  ered  flrong  redoubts  £cr  the  prp- 
teflion  of  the  magazines  and  hcfpi- 
tal,  not  only  againlt  a  fudden  attack, 
but  alfo  for  their  fecurity  in  cafe 
of  a  mfarch  to  turn  the  enemy's 
flank. 

21/?.  A  mefTenger  arrived  from 
Sir  Harry  Clinton,  with  a  letter  jn 
cyphers,  informing  me  of  his  inten- 
tion to  attack  Fort  Montgomery  in 
about  ten  days  from  the  date  of  his 
letter,  which  was  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember. This  was  the  only  melTen- 
ger  of  many  that  I  apprch-end  were 
difpatched  by  Sir  William  Kowe  and 
him,  that  had  reached  my  camp 
fince  the  beginning  of  Auguft.  He 
was  fent  back  the  fame  ni'?-ht  to  in- 
form  Sir  Harry  of  my  fituation,  and 
of  the  necefiity  of  a  diverfion  to 
oblige  General  Gates  to  detach  from 
his  army;  and  my  intention  to  wait 
favourab'e  events  in  that  pofition, 
ifpolfible,  to  the  izrh  of  October. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  two  following 
days,  two  oliicers  in  difguife,  and 
other  confidential  perfons,  were  dif- 
patched by  different  routes  with  ver- 
bal meflh,ges  to  the  fiime  effcd  ;  and 
I  continued  fortifying  my  camp,  and 
watching  the  enemy,  whofe  numbers 
encrcafed  every  day. 

2,d  Oncbcr.  I  thought  it  advifable 
to  diminiih  the  foldier's  ration,  in 
order  to  lengthen  out  the  provifions, 
to  which  mcafure  the  army  fubmitted 
witii  the  utmv)il  chearfulnefs.  The 
diihculties  of  a  retreat  to  Canada  were 
clearly  forefeen,  as  was  the  dilemma, 
ihould  the  retreat  be  efFefted,  of  leav- 
ing at  liberty  fuch  an  army  as 
Gcnaral  Gates's  to  a£l  againlt  Sir 
William  Howe. 

This  consideration  operated  forc- 
iuly  to  determine  me  to  abide  events 
as  long  ns  poiiiole,  and  I  reafoned 
tiius :  The  expedition  I  commanded 

was 
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v/as  e\'idently  meant  at  firll  to  be  ha- 
zarded. CircumlLiuces  might  re- 
quire it  fhoiild  ht  de-voted;  a  critical 
jundion  of  Mr.  Gates's  force  witli 
Mr.  Wafnington  might  poilTbJy  de- 
cide the  fate  of  tlie  war;  the  fail- 
oire  of  my  jundlon  with  Sir  Harry 
Clinton,  or  the  lofs  of  my  retreat  to 
Canada,  could  only  be  a  partial  mis- 
fortune. 

']th.  In  this  fituation  things  con- 
tinued 'till  he  yth,  when  no  intelli- 
gence having  been  received  of  the 
.expefted  co-operation,  and  four  or 
five  days  fox  our  limited  Hay  in  the 
camp  only  remained,  it  was  judged 
advifeable  to  make  a  movement  to  the 
enemy's  left,  .not  only  to  difcover 
■whether  there  were  any  poflible  means 
of  forcing  a  paflage  fhould  it  be  ne- 
•ceflary  to  advance,  or  of  diflodging 
them  for  the  convenience  of  retreat^ 
but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army, 
which  v/as  in  the  greatell  diltefi  on 
account  of  the  fcarcity. 

A  detachment  of  1500  regular 
troops,  with  2  twelve-pounders,  2 
;Jiowitzers,  and  6  fix-pounders,  were 
ordered  to  move,  and  was  com- 
manded by  myfelf,  having  with  me 
Major-general  Phillips,  Major-gep.e- 
xal  Reidefel,  and  Brioadier-C'eneral 
Frazer.  The  guard  of  the  camp 
upon  the  heights  was  left  to  Briga- 
xiiers-gencral  Hamilton  and  Speicht ; 
the  redoubts  and  the  plain  to  Briga- 
dier-general Goll;  and  as  the  force 
of  the  enemy  immediately  in  their 
front  eonfifted  of  more  than  double 
•their  numbers,  it  was  not  poilible  to 
augment  the  corps  that  marched  be- 
yond the  numbers  above  Hated. 

I  formed  the  troops  within  three 
-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy's 
left ;  and  Captain  Frafer's  rangers, 
Avith  Indians  and  Proyincials,  had  or- 
ders to  go  by  fccret  paths  in  the 
woods  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear,  ajid 
■  -by  fhewing  .themfelves  there  to  .keep 
them  in  check. 

The  further    operations   intended 
-i^'cre  prevented  by  a  veiy  fudden  and 


rapjd  attaclc  of  the  enemy  on  our  le^, 
where  die  Britiih  grenadiers  were 
pofted  to  fupport  the  left  wing  of  the 
line.  Major  Acicland  at  the  head  of 
them  fuftained  the  attack  with  great 
refohition ;  but  the  enemy's  great 
numbers  enabling  them  in  a  few 
minutes  to  extend  the  attack  along 
the  front  of  the  Germans,  which  were 
immediately  on  the  right  of  the  gre- 
nadiers, no  part  of  that  body  could  be 
removed  to  make  a  fecond  line  to  the 
flank  where  the  flrefs  of  the  fire  lay. 
The  right  was  at  that  time  unengag- 
ed ;  but  it  was  foon  obferved  that 
the  enemy  were  marching  a  large 
corps  round  their  flank  to  endeavour 
cutting  off  their  retreat.  The  light 
infantry  and  part  of  the  24th  regi- 
ment, which  were  at  that  poll,  were 
therefore  ordered  to  form  a  fecond 
line,  and  to  fecure  the  .return  of  the 
.troops  into  camp. 

While  this  movement  was  pro- 
ceeding, the  enemy  puihed  a  freili 
and  ftrong  reinforcement  to  renew  the  > 
action  upon  the  left,  which,  over- 
powered by  fo  great  a  fuperiority, 
gave  way,  and  the  light  infantry  and 
24th  regiment  were  obliged  to  make 
n  quick  movement  to  fa\e  that  poipt 
from  being  entirely  carried,  in  doing 
which  Brigadier-general  Frazer  was 
mortally  wounded. 

The  danger  to  which  the  lines  v/ere 
expofed  becoming  at  this  moment  of 
the  moil  ferious  nature,  orders  were 
given  to  Majors-general  Phillips  and 
Sjeidefel  to  cover  the  retreat,  while 
fuch  troops  as  were  moll  ready  for 
the  purpofe  returned  for  the  defence 
of  them.  The  troops  retreated  hard 
prefied,  but  in  good  order.  They 
were  obliged  to  leave  6  pieces  of  can- 
non, all  the  horfes  having  been  kill- 
ed ;  and  moil  of  the  artillery  men, 
who  had  behaved  as  ufual  with  the 
utmoll  Ifravery,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Williams,  being  either  kill- 
.ed  or  wounded. 

The  troops  had  fcarcely  entered 
.the  carnp,  when  it  was  ftormed  with 

N.n  B  g'cat 
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great  fury,  the  enemy  rufhing  to  the  pafs  the  fords  of  the  Fifli-ki!!  till  the 

lines  under  a  fevere  fire  of  grape  fhot  morning  of  the  lotii. 
and  fmall  arms.      The  poll  of  the         At  our  arrival   near   Saratoga,    a 

light  infantry  under  the  command  of  corps  of  the  enemy,  of  between  five 

Lord   Belcarres,  aflifled  by  fome  of  and    fix    hundred,    were    difcovered 

the  line,    who   threw  themfelves    by  throwing    up    intrenchments  on    the 

order  into  thofe  entrenchments,  was  heights,  but  retired    over  a    ford  of 

defended  with  great  fpirit ;   and  the  the  Hudfon's  River  at  our  approach, 

enemy,    led  on  by   General  Arnold,  and  joined  a  body  polled  to  oppofe 

was  finally  repulled,  and  the  Gene-  our  paffage  there. 
ral  wounded  ;  but  unhappily  the  en-         It  was  judged  proper  to  fend  a  de- 

trenchments  of  the  German  referve,  tachm'ent  of  artificers,  under  a  flrong  , 

co:i;manded    by    Lieutenant-colonel  efcort,  to  repair  the'  bridges  and  open 

Breymen,  who  was  killed,  were  car-  the  road  to  JFort  Edward.     The  47th 

ried,  and  although  ordered  to  be  re-  regiment,   Capt.  Frafer's  maikfmen^ 

covered  they  never  were  fo  ;  and  the  and  Mackoy's  provincials  '  were    or- 

enemy  by  that  misfortune  gained  an  dered  for  that  fcrvice  ;  but  the  enemy 

opening  on  our  right  anirear.     The  appearingon  the  heights  of  Fifl^i-kill 

Daght  put  an  end  to  the  addon.  in  great  force,  and  making  a  difpofi- 

Under  the  difadvantages  thus  ap-  tion   to  pafs  and  give  us  battle,  the 

parent  in  our  fituation,  the  army  was  47  th  regiment  and  Frafer's  markfmen 

ordered  to  quit  the  prefent  pofition  were  recalled  :  the  provincials  left  to 

during  the  night,  and  take  poll  upon  cover  the  workmen  at  the  liril  bridge, 

the  height  above  the  hofpital ;  thus,  ran  away  upon  a  very  flight  attack  of 

by  an   entire  change  of  front,  to  re-  a  fmall  party  of  the  enemy,  and  left 

due?  the  enemy  to  form  a  new  dif-  the  artificers  to  efcape  as  they  could, 

pofition.  This  movem.ent  was  effected  without  a  poflibility  of  their  perform- 

with  great  order    and  without   lofs,  ing  any  work. 

though   all   the   artillery   and  camp         During  thefe  different  movements, 

•were  removed  at  the  fame  time.  The  the  batteauxwith  provifions  were  fre- 

army  continued  offering  battle  to  the  quently  fired  upon  from  the  oppofite 

enemy  in  their  new  pofition  the  whole  fjde  of  the  river  ;  fome  of  them  were 

day  of  the  8th.  lofl,  and  feveral  men  were  killed  and 

S>th.  Intelligence  was  now  received  wounded  in  thofe  which  remained.    ' 
th"t  the    enemy  were   marching   to       '  wtb.    Attacks  upon  the  batteaux 

turn  the  right,  and  no  means  could  were  continued ;  feveral  were  taken 

prevent  this  meafure  but  retiring  to-  arid  retaken ;  but  their  fituation  be- 

vvards  Saratoga.    The  army  began  to  ing  much  nearer  to  the  main  force 

jnove  at  nine  o'cLxk  at  night;  Major-  of  the  enemy  than    to  ours,    it  was 

general  Reidefel  commanding  the  van  found  impoffible  to  fecure  the  provi- 

guard,    and  Major-general    Phillips  fions  any  otherwife  than  by  landing 

the  rear.  them  and  carrying  them  upon  the  hill : 

This  retreat,   though  within  muf-  this  wns  eflefted  under  fire,  and  with 

quet  fhot  of  the  enemy,   and  encum-  great  difficulty, 
bered  with  all  the  baggage  of  the  ar-         The  pofTibli;  means  of  further  re- 

my,  was    made  without  lofs ;    but  a  treat  were  now  confidered  in  councils 

very  heavy  rain,  and  the  difficulties  of  war,  compofed  of  the  general  of- 

of  guarding  the  batteaux  which  con-  ficers,  minutes  of  which  will  be  tranf- 

tained  all  the  provifions,  cccaiioned  mitted  to  your  Lordfhip. 
delays,  which    prevented    the    arm»y         The  only  one  that   feemed  at  all 

reaching  Saratoga,  till  the  night  of  praflicable  was  by  a  night  march  to 

the  9th ;  and  the  artillery  could  not  gain  Fort  Edward,  with  the  troops 

carrying 
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caityin|j  their  provifions  upon  their 
backs  ;'^thc  impoffibility  of  repairing 
bridges,  putting  a  conveyance  of  ar- 
tillery and  carriages  out  of  the  quef- 
tion  ;  and  it  was  propofed  to  force 
the  ford  at  Fort  Edward,  or  the 
ford  above  it. 

Before  this  attempt  could  be  made, 
fcouts  returned  witli  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  were  intrenched  oppofite 
ihofe  fofds,  and  pofiefled  a  carnp  in 
force  on  the  high  ground  between 
Fort  Edward  and  Fort  George,  with 
cannon  ;  they  had  alfo  parties  down 
the  whole  ihore  to  watch  our  mo 
tions ;  and  polls  fo  near  to  us  upon 
our  own  fide  of  the  water  as  muil 
prevent  the  army  moving  a  fingle 
mile  undifcovered. 

The  bulk  of  the  enemy's  army 
was  hourly  joined  by  a  new  corps  of 
militia  and  volunteers,  and  their  num- 
ber together  amounted  to  16,000 
men. 

Their  pofition,  which  extended 
three  parts  in  four  of  a  circle  round 
us,  was  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
inattackable  in  all  parts. 

In  this  fituation  the  army  took  the 
beft  pofition  pofiible  and  fortified ; 
waiting  'till  the  13th  at  night  in 
the  anxious  hope  of  fuccours  from 
our  friends,  or  the  next  defirable  ex- 
peiflation,  an  attack  from  our  enemy. 

During  this  time  the  men  lay  con- 
tinually upon  their  arms,  and  were 
cannonaded  in  every  part ;  even  rifle 
Ihot  and  grape  fliot  came  into  all  parts 
of  the  line,  though  without  any  con- 
fiderable  effed. 

At  this  period  an  cxaft  account  of 
the  provifions  was  taken,  and  the 
circumllances  ftated  in  the  opening  of 
this  letter  became  compleat. 

The  Council  of  War  was  extended 
to  all  the  Field  Officers  and  Captains 
commanding  corps  of  the  army,  and 
the  Convention  inclofed  herewith, 
enfued ;  a  tranfaftion  which  I  am 
fare  v,as  unavoidable,  and  which  I 
truit  in  that  fituation  will  be  eileemed 
honourable, 
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After  the  execution  of  the  Treaty, 
General  Gates  drew  together  the  force 
that  had  furrounded  my  pofition,  and 
I  had  the  confolation  to  have  as  many 
witnefies  as  I  have  men  under  my 
command,  of  its  amounting  to  the 
numbers  mentioned  above. 

During  the  events  ftated  above, 
an  attempt  was  made  againll  Ti- 
conderoga  by  an  army  afi'embled  under 
Major-general  Lincoln,  who  found 
means  to  march  with  a  confiderable 
corps  from  Hubberton  undifcovered, 
while  another  column  of  his  force 
pafi'ed  the  mountains  between  Skenef- 
borough  and  Lake  George  ;  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  1 8  th  of  Septem  ber, 
a  fudden  and  general  attack  was  made 
upon  the  Carrying-place  at  Lake 
George,  Sugar-hill,  Ticonderoga, 
and  Mount  Independence.  The  fea- 
officer  commanding  the  armed  floop 
llationed  to  defend  the  Carrying- 
place,  as  alfo  fome  of  the  officers 
commanding  at  the  polls  at  the 
Sugar-hill  and  at  the  Portage  were 
furprized,  and  a  confiderable  part  of 
four  companies  of  the  53d  regiment 
were  made  prifoners ;  a  block-houfe 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Lord  of 
the  53d  regiment  was  the  only  poft 
on  that  fide  that  had  time  to  make 
ufe  of  their  arms,  and  they  made  a 
brave  defence,  till  cannon  taken  from 
the  furprized  veflel  was  brought 
againll  them. 

After  ilating  ami  lamenting  fo  fatal 
a  want  of  vigilance,  I  have  to  inform 
your  Lordfhip  of  the  fatisfaftory 
events  which  followed. 

The  enemy  having  twice  fummoned 
Brigadier-general  Powell,  and  receiv- 
ed fuch  anfwers  as  became  a  gallant 
officer  entrulled  with  fo  important  a 
poft;  and  having  tried  during  the 
courfe  of  four  days  feveral  attacks, 
and  being  repulfed  in  all,  retreated 
without  having  done  any  confiderable 
damage. 

Brigadier  -  general  Powell,  from 
whofe  report  to  me  I  extratt  this  re- 
lation, gives  great  commendations  to 

N  n  n  2  th« 


(     4 

the  regiment  of  Prince  Ffedetlck  and 
the  other  troops  ftationed  at  Mount 
Independence.  The  Brigadier  alfo 
mentions  with  great  applaiifc  the  be- 
?iaviour  of  Captain  Ta3'lor  cf  the  2  ill 
regiment,  who  was  accidentaliy  there 
on  his  road  to  the  array  from  the 
hofpital,  and  Lieutenant  Beecroft  of 
the  24th  regiment,  who,  with  the  ar- 
tificers in  arms,  defended  an  impor- 
tant battery. 

On  the  24thof  September  the  ene- 
itiy  enabled  l>y  the  capture  of  the  gini 
boats  and  batteaux  which  they  had 
made  after  the  furprize  of  the-  (loop 
to  'embark  upon  Lake  George,  at- 
tacked Diamond  Ifland  in  two  dr- 
viiions. 

Captain  Aubrey  and  two  compa- 
nies of  the  47th  regim.ent  had  been 
polled  at  that  ifland  from  the  time 
the  army  paffed  the  Hudfon's  River, 
as  a  better  fituation  for  the  fecurity 
<5f  the  ftores  u  the  fouth  end  of 
Lake  George,  than  Fort  George, 
which  is  on  the  continent,  and  not 
tenable  againft  artillery  arrd  numbers. 
The  enemy  were  repulfcd  by  Captain 
Aubrey  with  great  k>fs,  and  purfued 
by  the  gun  boats  under  his  command 
to  tlie  eaft  fliore,  where  two  of  their 
principal  veliels  were  retaken,  toge^ 
therwith  all  the  cannon  ;  they  had  juil 
time  to  fet  fire  to  the  other  batteaux, 
and  retreated  over  the  mountains. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordfliip 
for  further  particulars  to  my  Aid-de- 
Camp  Lord  Peteriliam  ;  and  I  humbly 
take  occafion  to  recommend  to  His 
Majefty's  notice  that  Nobleman,  as 
one  endued  with  qualities  to  do  im- 
portant fervices  to  his  country  in 
every  ftation  to  which  his  birth  may 
lead.  In  this  late  campaign,  in  par- 
ticular, his  behaviour  has  been  fuch 
as  to  entitle  him  to  the  fulleft  ap- 
plaufe,  and  I  am  confident  his  me- 
rit will  be  thought  a  fufiicient  ground 
foj:  preferment,  though  deprived  of  the 
eclat  and  fort  of  claim  which  gene- 
rally attends  the  delivery  of  fortunate 
4if]iatches. 
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I  Jiave  only  to  add,  my  Lord,  *• 
general  report  of  the  killed  and 
wounded.  I  do  not  give  it  as  corredt ; 
the  hurry  of  the  time  and  the  re- 
paration of  the  corps,  having  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  to  make  it  fo. 
The  Britifli  ofiiccrs  have  bled  pro- 
fiif?ly  and  moll  iionourably  ;  all  who 
have  fallen  weic  valuable,  but  the 
extenfive  merits  which  marked  the 
publick  and  private  charadler  of  Bri- 
gadier-general Frazer  will  long  re- 
main upon  the  memory  of  this  army, 
and  make  his  lofs  a  fubjeft  of  par- 
ticular' regret.  Thofe  who  remain 
unwounded  have  been  equally  for- 
ward; and  the  General  Officers  frora. 
the  mode  cf  fighting,  have  been  more- 
expofed  than  in  other  fervices; 
Among  the  reft  I  have  had  my 
efcapes.  It  depends  upon  the  fen- 
tence  his  Majefty  fliall  pafs  upon  m-y 
condudl  ;  upon  the  judgment  of  my 
profefiion,  and  of  the  impartial  and 
refpeftable  parts  of  my  country,  whe- 
ther I  am  to  efteem.^hem  blcflings  oP 
misfortunes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &rc. 

J.  BURGOYNE. 

P.  S.  The  above  is  an  exaft  du- 
plicate of  the  difpatch  fent  by  Lord 
Peterfham.  Capt.  Craig,  of  the  47th 
regiment,  who  has  the  charge  of  it,  - 
is  an  officer  of  great  merit ;  and  is 
particularly  worthy  of  notice  for  hav- 
ino;  ferved  with  unabated  zeal  and 
adivity  through  this  laborious  cam- 
paign, notwithilanding  a  wound 
through  his  arm,,  wliicli.  he  received 
at  Hubberton, 

No.  I. 

OSloher  I  3,  IJ'jf^ 
Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  is 
defirous  of  lending  a  field  officer, 
with  a  meiTage  to  Major-general 
Gates,  upon  a  matter  of  hi,  h  mo- 
ment to  both  armies.  He  requefts  to 
be  informed  at  what  hour  General 
Gates  will  receive  him  to-morro\V 
morning. 

Major-general  Gates. 

ANSWER, 
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ANSWER. 

Major-general  Gates  will  receive 
a  Field  Officer  from  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyne  at  the  advanced  poll 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  at 
tea  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  from 
whence  he  will  be  conducted  to 
Head-quarters. 
Camp  at  Snraioga,  g  e^clock, 

P.M.   Oilober  \^,    1777- 
Lieiitenant-gejicral  BurgoYne. 

No.  II. 
il/«;or  Kingston  deli'vered  the ^ol-^ 

lotving    mejfage    to    Major-general 

Gates,  Oiloher  14,    1777. 

After  having  fought  you  twice. 
Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  has 
waited  fome  days,  in  his  prefent  po- 
rtion, determined  to  try  a  third  con- 
flict againil  any  force  you  could  bring 
to  attack  him. 

He  is  apprized  of  the  fuperiority  of 
your  number^,  and  the  diipofition  of 
your  troops  to  impede  his  fupplies, 
and  render  his  retreat  a  fcene  of  car- 
nage on  both  fides.  In  this  fituatioa 
he  is  impelled  by  humanity,  and 
thinks  himfelf  juftified  by  eilablifhed 
principles  and  precedents  of  Hate, 
and  of  war,  to  fpare  the  lives  of  brave 
men  upon  honourable  terms  :  Ihould 
Major-general  Gates  be  inclined  to 
treat  upon  that  idea,  General  Bur- 
goyne would  propofe  a  cellation  of 
arms  during  the  time  necellary  to 
communicate  the  preliminary  terms 
by  which,  in  any  extremity,  he,  and- 
his  army,  mean  to  abide. 

No.  III. 
Mnjor-gensral    Gates'j    Propnfah  ; 

together    'uuith     Lieutenant-general 

BurgoyneV  Avfnjt;eri^. 

I.  General  Burgoyne's  army  being 
exceedingly  reduced  by  repeated  de- 
feats, by  defertion,  ficknefs,  &c.  their 
provvfions  exhaufted,  their  military 
horfes,  tents  and  baggage,  taken  or 
deftroyed,  their  retreat  cut  off,  and 
their  camp  inveited,  they  can  only  be 
allowed  to  furrenderpri loners  of  war. 

Anf^er.  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne's army,  however  reduced,  will 


never  admit  tliat  their  retreat  is  cut 
off,  while  they  have  arms  in  their 
hands. 

II.  The  officers  and  foldiers  may 
keep  the  baggage  belonging  to  tliem. 
The  Generals  of  the  United  States 
never  permit  Individuals  to  be  pil- 
laged. 

III.  The  troops  under  his  Excel- 
lency General  Burgoyne  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  moll  convenient  route 
to  New-England,  marching  by  eafv 
marches,  and  futliciently  provided  for 
by  the  way. 

Anjh'ser.  This  Article  is  anfvvered 
by  General  Burgoyne's  firll  propofal, 
which  is  iiere  annexed. 

IV.  The  otiicers  will  be  admitted 
on  parole  ;  may  wear  their  fide  arms, 
and  v/ill  be  treated  with  the  libera- 
lity cuflomary  in  Europe,  fo  long  as 
they,  by  proper  behaviour,  continue 
to  deferve  it  ;  but  thofe  who  are  ap- 
prehended having  broke  their  parole,. 
as  fome  Britilh  cfiicers  have  done, 
rauft  expect  to  be  clofe  confined. 

Anhver.  There  being  no  officer  I'a 
this  army  under,  or  capable  of  beiag; 
under,  the  defcription  qx  breaking 
parole,  this  article  needs  no  anfwer. 

V  All  public  flores,  artillery, 
arms,  ammunition,  carriages,  horfes, 
&c.  &c.  mull  be  delivered  to  Com- 
miifaries  appointed  to  receive  them. 

AHjhvf.r.  All  public  llores  may  be 
delivered,  arms  "lexcep ted, 

VI.  Thefe  terms  being  agreed  to 
and  figned,  the  troops  under  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Burgoyne's  com- 
mand may  be  drawn  up  in  dxeir  en- 
campment, where  they  v.iii  be  order- 
ed to  ground  their  arms,  r;nd  majr 
thereupon  be  marched  to  the  river 
fide,  to  be  paffed  over  in  their  way  ■ 
towards  Bennington. 

Anf-j:er.  This  Article  Inadmifiible 
in  any  extremity.  Sooner  than  this 
army  will  conient  to  ground  their 
arms  in  their  encampment,  they  will 
rufh  on  the  enemy  determined  to 
take  no  quarter. 

Vil.   A  qeffation  of  arms   to  con- 
tinue 
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tinue  till  fun-fetj  to  receive  General 
Burgoyne's  anlwer. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Gates. 

damp  at  Saratoga,   Off.  14,    1777. 
No.  IV. 

Major  Kingilon  met  the  Adjutant- 
general  of  Major-general  Gates's  ar- 
my, Oftober  the  14th  at  fun-fet,  and 
delivered  the  following  melTage  : 

If  General  Gates  docs  not  mean 
to  recede  from  the  6th  Article,  the 
treaty  ends  at  once. 

The  army  will  to  a  man  proceed 
to  any  aft  of  defperation,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  that  Article. 

The  ceilaticn   of  arms   ends  this 

No.  V. 
L  'teiite7innt- general  B  u  R  g  o  y  n  E ' j  Pro- 

foj'als,  together  nvith  Major-general 

Gates'^  Anjivcrs. 

The  annexed  anfvvers  being  given 
to  Major-general  Gates's  propofals, 
it  remains  for  Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne,  and  the  army  under  his 
command,  to  ftate  the  following  pre- 
liminary Articles  on  their  part : 

I.  The  troops  to  march  cut  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  the  artillery  of  the  entrench- 
jjients,  which  will  be  left  as  here- 
afar  may  be  regulated. 

I.  The  troops  to  march  out  of  their 
camp  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
the  artillery  of  the  intrenchments  to 
the  \<zxjt  of  the  river  where  the  old 

O 

fort  llocd,  where  their  arms  and  ar- 
tiiicrv  mull  be  left. 

II.  A  free  pall'age  to  be  granted  to 
th's  army  to  Great-Britain,  upon 
condition  of  not  fcrving  again  in 
North-America  during  the  prefent 
contell ;  and  a  proper  port  to  be  af- 
fi.ned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports  to 
receive  the  troops  whenever  General 
ilowe  ihall  fo  order. 

\l.  Agreed  to  for  the  pert  of  Eoftcn. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  which  this  army,  or  any  part  of 
it,  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing 
article  to  be  void  as  far  as  fuch  ex- 
chancre  iliall  be  made. 


III.  Agt-eed. 

IV.  All  officers  to  retain  their  rar- 
riages,  bat-horfes,  and  other  cattle  \ 
and  na  baggage  to  be  molefted  or 
fearched,  the  Lieutenant  -general  giv- 
ing his  honour,  thrit  there  are  no 
public  ftores  fecreted  therein.  Major- 
general  Gates  will  ofcourfe  take  the 
necelTary  meafures  for  the  fecurity  of 
this  article. 

IV.  Agreed. 

V.  Upon  the  march  the  officers 
are  not  to  be  feparated  from  the  men  ; 
and  in  quarters  the  officers  Ihall  be 
lodged  according  td  their  rank  ;  and 
are  not  to  be  hindered  from  affembling 
their  men  for  roll-calling,  and  every 
other  neceflary  parpofes  of  regularitv. 

V.  Agreed  to,  as  far  as  circum- 
flances  will  admit. 

VI.  There  are  various  corps  in  this 
army,  compofed  of  failors,  batteau- 
men,  artificers,  drivers,  independent 
companies,  and  followers  of  the  ar- 
my ;  and  it  is  expefted,  that  thofe 
perfons,  of  whatever  country,  Ihall 
be  included  in  the  fulleft  fenfe  and 
utmoft  extent  of  the  above  articles  j 
and  com.prehended  in  every  relpeft 
as  Britifli  fubjedls. 

VI.  Agreed  to  in  the  fulleft  extent, 

VII.  All  Canadians,  and  perfons 
belonging  to  the  Eftablifhment  in 
Canada,  to  be  permitted  to  return 
there. 

VI  [.  Agreed. 

VIII.  Paflports  to  be  immediately 
granted  for  three  officers,  not  exceed- 
ing the  rank  of  Captain,  who  Ihall 
be  appointed  by  General  Eurgojne, 
to  carry  diipalches  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  to 
Great-Bri'.ain,  by  the  way  of  New- 
York,  and  the  public  faith  to  be  en- 
gaged, that  thefe  difpatches  are  not  to 
be  opened. 

VIII.  Agreed. 

IX.  The  foregoing  articles  are  to 
be  confidered  only  as  preliminaries 
for  framing  a  treaty  ;  in  the  courfe 
of  which,  others  may  arife  to  be  con- 
fidered bj*   both  parties ;  for  which 

purpofe 
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purpofe  it  is  propofed,  that  two  of- 
ficers of  each  army  Hiall  meet  and 
report  their  deliberations  to  their  re- 
fpeclive  Generals. 

IX.  This  capiuilatlon  to  be  finifhed 
by  two  o'clock  this  day,  and  the 
troops  march  from  their  encamp- 
ment at  five,  and  be  in  readinefs  to 
move  towards  Boilon  to  -  morrow 
morning. 

X.  Lieutenant -<rencral  Buro-ovre 
wiil  fend  his  Deputy  Adjutant-gene- 
ral to  receive  Major-general  Gates's 
anfwer  to-morrow  morning  at  ten 
o'clock. 

X.  Complied  with. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Gates. 
Saratoga,  Oil.  ic,  f"77> 
No.  VI. 
The  eight  firlt  preliminary  articles 
of  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne's 
propofals,  and  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
l)f  thofe  of  Major-general  Gates  of 
yeilerday  being  agreed  to,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  propofed  treaty  is  out 
of  difpute ;  but  the  feveral  fubordi- 
nate  nrticles  and  regulations  nccef- 
farily  fpringing  from  thefe  prelimi- 
iiaries,  and  requiring  explanation 
and  precifion  between  the  parties, 
tefore  a  definitive  'treaty  can  be  fafeiy 
executed,  a  longer  time  than  that 
mentioned  by  General  Gates  in  his 
anfwer  tb  the  9th  article,  becomes 
indifpenfibly  neccfiary.  Lieutenant- 
general  Burgoyne  is  willing  to  appoint 
two  ofiicers  immediately  to  meet  two 
Others  from  Major-general  Gates,  to 
jiropound,  difcufs,  and  fettle  thofe 
iubordinate  ahicles,  iii  order  that  the 
treaty  in  due  form  may  be  executed 
as  foon  as  poffible. 

(Signed)  John  Burgoyne. 

Comp  at  Saratoga,   Ot7,  15,    iJ'J. 

Major  Kinglton  has  authority  to 
fettle  the  place  for  a  meeting  of  the 
officers  propofed. 

Settled  by  Major  Kingfton  on  the 
j^round  where  Mr.  Schuyler's  houfe 
ilood. 

No.  VII. 

In  the  courfs  of  the  night.  Lieute- 


nant-general Burgoyne  has  received, 
intelligence,  that  a  confiderable  force 
has  been  detached  irom  the  army  un- 
der the  command  of  Major-general 
Gates  during  the  courfe  of  the  nego- 
ciation  depending  between  them ; 
Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  con- 
ceives this,  if  true,  to  be  not  only  a 
violation  of  the  ceflation  of  arms,  but 
fubverfive  of  the  principles  on  which 
the  treaty  originated,  vi?,.  a  great 
fiiperiority  of  numbers'  in  General 
Gates's  army;  Lieutenant-genera! 
Burgoyne  therefore  requires,  that 
two  officers,  on  his  part,  be  permitted 
to  fee  that  the  ilrength  of  the  forces 
now  oppofed  to  him  is  fuch  as  will 
convince  him  that  no  fuch  detach- 
ments have  been  made  ;  and  that'the 
fame  principles  of  fuperiority  on  which 
the  treaty  firft  began,  itill  exill. 

i6th  ba. 

No.  vnr. 

Articles  of  Contention  bst-iveen  Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne,  and 
Major-general  Gates. 

I.  The  troops  under  Lieutenaiit- 
general  Burgoyne,  to  march  our 
of  their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in  trench- 
men  ts,  to  ths  xiiv's^t  of  the  river, 
where  the  old  fort  Tcood,  where  the 
arms  an  i  artillery  are  to  be  left. — 
The  arms  to  be  piled  by  word  of 
command  from  their  own  ofiicers. 

II.  A  free  paffage  to  be  granted  to 
the  army  under  Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne  to  Great-Britain,  upor! 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North-America,  during  the  prefent 
conteft;  and  the  port  of  Bofton  to  be 
affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports, 
to  receive  the  troops,  whenever  Ge- 
neral Howe  (liall  fo  order. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  which  tiie  army  under  Lieutenant- 
general  Burgoyn.',  or  any  part  of  it, 
may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing 
Article  to  h  ■  void,  as  far  as  fucli 
exchange  fliall  be  made. 

IV.  The  army  ur.der  Li.^utenant- 
general  Burgoyne  is  to  march  to  Mal- 

fachu  fells 
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.iichufetts  Bay,  by  the  eafieft,    and  ment,  confiding  of  failors,  batteau-, 

moft     expeditious,    and    convenient  men,    artificers,     dri'/ers,     indenen- 

Toute;  and  to  be  quartered  in,  near,  dent    companies,    and    many   other 

or  as  convenient  as  poffible  to  Bollon,  followers    of  the   army,   who    come 

that  the  march  of  the  troops  may  not  under  no  particular  defcription,  are 

be   delayed  when  traniports  arrive  to  to  be  permitted  to  return  there.;   they 

receive  them.  are  to  be  condudtcd  immediately  by 

V.  The  troops  to  be  fupplied  on  the  fliorteil  route  to  the  firll  Britiflx 

the  march,  and  during  their  being  in  poft  on  Lake  George,  are  to  be  fup- 

quarters,  with  prpvifions,  by  Major-  plied    with    proviiions    in   the    fame 

general  Gates's  orders,  at  th^   fame  manner  as  the  other  troops,  and  to 

rate  of  rations  as  the  troops  of  his  be  bound  by  the  fame  condition  of 

own  army;  and,  if  poflible,  theof-  not  ferving  during  the  prefent  centeil 

fcers  liorfes  and  cattle  are  to  be  fup-  in  North-America, 
plied  with  forage  at  the  ufr.al  rates.  X.    Paflporcs    to  be  immediately 

_  VI.  All  officers  to  retain  their  car-  granted  for  three  officers,  not  exceed- 

liages,  bat-horles  and  other  cattle,  and  ing  the  rank  of  Captains,  who  fhal! 

310  baggage  to  be  moleiled  or  fearch-  be  appointed   by   Lieutenant-':^eneral 

ed  ;    Lieutenant-general    Burgoyne  Burgoyne,   to  carry  difpatches" to  bir 

giving  his  honour  that  there  are  no  William  Jiowe,   6ir   Guy  Carleton, 

public  ilores  contained  therein.  Major-  and  to  Great-Britain,  by   the  way  of 

general    Gates   will   of  courfe   take  New-York;  and  Major-general  Gates 

the  neccfTarymeafuresforthedueper-  engages  the  public  faith,  that  thefe 

forrnance  of  this  Article  :  fliould.  any  dilpatches  fhaii  not  be  opened.  Thefe 

carriage     be     wanted    during     the  officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately  af- 

march,  tor  the  tranfportation  of  offi-  ter   receiving  their   difpatches, '  and 

cers  baggage,  they  ara,  if  poffible,  to  are    to  travel  by   the  fliortefi:  route, 

he  fupplied   by  the  country  at   the  and  in  the  moll  expeditious  manner. 
ulual  rates.  XL  During  the  Itay  of  the  troops  in 

VII.  LTpon  the  march,  and  during  the  Mailachufets  Bay,  the  officers  are 
the  tim.e  the  army  ihall  remain  in  to  be  admitted  on  parole,  and  are  to 
tjuarters,  in  riie  Ma/lachufetts  Bay,  be  permitted  to  wear  their  fide  arms,, 
the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  cirxum-  XIL  Should  the  army  under  Lieu- 
ibnces  vyill  admit,  to  be  feparated  tenant-general  Burgoyne,  find  it  ne- 
-from  their  men.  The  officers  are  to  cellary  to  fend  for  their  cloathing  and 
.be  quartered  according  to  their  rank,  other  baggage  from  Canada,  they 
and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from  af-  are  to  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  the 
fembling  their  men  for  roll-callings,  moil  convenient  manner,  and  neceflary 
and  other  neceflary  purpofes  of  regu-  paffports  granted  for  that  purpofe. 
i^^'O'v  Xlll.  Thefe  Articles  are  to  be  mu- 

VIII.  All  corps  whatever  of  Ge-  tually  figned  and  exchanged  to-mor- 
neral  Eurgoyne's  army,  whether  com-  row  morning  at  nine  o'clock  ;  and 
.|)ofed  of  failors,  batteau-men,  arti-  the  troops  under  Lieutenant-general 
£cers,  drivers,  independent  compa-  Burgoyne,  are  to  march  out  of  their 
nies,  and  followers  of  the  army,  of  intrenchments  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
■whatever  country,  Ciail  be  included  afternoon. 

■3n  the  fulleft  (erSe  ai;d  utmoit  extent  Cam/,  at  SaratcgayOSiober  16,  1777. 
-of  the  above  Articles,  and  compre-  Horatio  Gates,  Major-generaL 
J}ended    in  every   relpeft   as  Bruilh  (True  Copy.) 

lubjeib,  ^  To  prevent  any  doubts  that  might 

IX.  Al!  Canadians  a'^.d  perfons  be-  arife  from  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
longing    to   iiie   Canadian  clcabliih-  go)ne's  name  not  being  mentioned  in 
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tne  above  treaty,  Major  -  general  In  order  to  pafs  cannon  or  any 
Gates  hereby  declares,  that  he  is  un-  wheel  carriages  from  hehce  to  Fort 
derltood  to  be  comprehended  in  it,  as  Edward,  fome  bridges  muft  be  re- 
fully  as  if  his  name  had  been  fpeci-  paired  under  fire  of  the  enemy  from 
fically  mentioned.  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river ;  and 

Horatio  Gates,    the  principal  bridge  will  be  a  work  of 
No.  IX.  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours  ;  there  is  no 

Min-utes.  of  a  Council  of  War,  held  on    good  pofition  for  the  army  to  take  to 

the  Heights  of  Saratoga,  OSl.  igth,     fuftain  that  work,  and,  if  there  were, 

1777.  the  time  ftated  as  neceffary  would  give 

PRESENT  the  enemy  on  the  other  fide  Hudfon's 

Xieutenant-generalBurgoyne,  Major-     River  an  opportunity  to  take  poll:  oa 

general  Phillips,  Major-general  Rci-    the   ftrong  ground  above  Fort   Ed- 

defel.  Brigadier-general  Hamilton. 

The  Lieutenant-general  ftates  to 
the  Council  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs. 

The  enemy  in  force,  according  to 
the  beft  intelligence  he  can  obtain, 
fco  the  amount  of  upwards  of  fourteen 
thoufand  men,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  artillery,  are  on  this  fide 
the  Fi{h-kill,  and  threaten  an  attack. 
On  the  other  fide  the  Hudfon's  River, 


ward,  or  to  difpute  the  ford  while 
Gen.  Gates's  army  followed  in  the 
rear. 

The  intelligence  from  the  lower 
part  of  Hudfon's  River  is  founded 
upon  the  concurrent  reports  of  pri- 
foners  and  defer ters,  who  fay  it  was 
the  news  in  the  enemy's  camp  that 
Fort  Montgomery  was  taken ;  and 
one  man,  a  friend  to  Government, 
who  arrived  yeftcrday,  mentions  fome 


between  this  army  and  Foh  Edward,     particulars  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  another  of  the  enemy,  the  numbers     was  taken. 


unknown ;  but  one  corps,  which 
there  has  been  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving,  is  reported  to  be  about  fif- 
teen hundred  men.  They  have  like- 
wife  cannon  on  the  other  fide  Hud- 
fon's River,  and  they  have  a  brigade 
below  Saratoga  church,  by  which 
the  two  armies  can  communicate. 

The  batteaux  of  the  army"  have 
been  dellroyed,  and  no  means  appear 
of  making  a  bridge  over  the  Hudfon's 
River,  were  it  even  pradlicable  from 
the  pofition  of  the  enemy. 


The  provifions  of  the  army  may 
hold  out  to  the  20th ;  there  is  neither 
rum  nor  fpruce  beer. 

Having  committed  this  ftate  of 
fa\Ss  to  the  confideration  of  the  Coun- 
cil, the  General  requefts  their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  following  propofitions  : 

I  ft.  To  wait  in  the  prefent  pofition 
an  attack  from  the  enemy,  or  the 
chance  of  favourable  events. 

2d.  To  attack  the  enemy. 

3d.  To  retreat,  repairing  the 
bridges  as  the  army  moves  for  the  ar- 


The  only  means  of  retreat,  there-     tillery,  in  order  to  force  the  paflage 
fore,  are  by  the  ford  at  Fort  Edward,    of  the  ford. 

Or  taking  the  mountains,  in  order  to  4th.  To  retreat  by  night,  leaving 
pafs  the  river  higher  up  by  rafts,  or  the  artillery  and  the  baggage ;  and 
by  another  ford,  which  is  reported  to  fhould  it  be  found  imprafticable  to 
be  practicable  with  difficulty,  or  by  force  the  pafi"age  with  mufquetry,  to 
keeping  the  mountains,  to  pafs  the  attempt  the  upper  ford,  or  the  paf- 
head  of  Hudfon's  River,  and  con-  fage  round  Lake  George, 
tinueto  the  Weftwardof  Lake  George  5th.  In  cafe  the  enemy,  by  extend- 
ing to  their  left,  leave  their  rear 
open,  to  march  rapidly  for  Albany. 

Upon  the  firft  propofition  refolved. 

That  the  fituation  would  grow  worfe 

Oo  o  bv 


IS 


all  the  way  to  Ticonderoga ;  it 
true,  this  laft  paflage  was  never  made 
but  by  Indians  or  very  fmall  bodies 
of  men. 
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by  delay,  that  tlie  provifion  now  in  ditional  iuielligence,  that  the  eneni^^ 
f^ore  is  not  more  than  fufiicient  for  wa'S  intrenched  at  the  fords  of  Fort- 
the  retreat,  fhoul  J  impediments  inter-  Edward,  and  likewife  occupied  the 
vene,  or  a  circuit  of  country  become  ftrong  pofition  on  the  Pine  Plains, 
neceilary ;  and  as  the  enemy  did  not  between  Fort  George  and  Fort  Ed- 
attack  when  the   ground  was  unfor-  \va»-d,  exprefled  his  readineis  to  un- 


tified,  it  is  not  probable  they  will  do 

it. now,  as  they  have  a  better  game  to 

play. 

The  fecond  unadvifeable  and  def- 

perate,  there  being  no  polhbility  of 

reconnoitring  the   enemy's  pofition, 

and  their  great   faperiority  of  num-    tion   of  fome,  perhaps  of  all,   who 

bers  known.  knew  the   real   fituation  of  things  j 

The  third  imprafticable.  that  upon  a  circumftance  of  luch  coe- 

The  fifth  thought  worthy  of  con-    fequence  to  national  andperfr^nal  ho - 

fideration  by  the  LieutenantTgeneral,    nour,    he   thought  it  a  duty  to  his. 


dertake  at  their  head  any  enterprize 
cf  difficulty  or  hazard  th:^t  Oiould  ap- 
ptcr  to  them  within  the  compafs  of 
their  ftrength  and  fpirit :  he  adder, 
that  he  had  reafon  to  belie,ve  a  capi- 
tulation   had    been    in    contem.pia- 


Major-general  Phillips,  and  Brigadier- 
general  Hamilton ;  but  the  pofition 
©f  the  enemy  yet  '^ves  no  opening 
for  it. 

Refolved,  That  the  fourth  p?opo- 


country,  and  to  himftif,  to  extend 
his  Council  beyond  the  ufual  limit? ;, 
that  the  aflembly  prefent  mi^ht  jurtly 
be  eileemed  a  full  reprefcntation  of 
the  army  ;  and  that  he  fliould  think 


jition  is  the  only  refource,  and  that,  himfelf  unjuililiable   in   taking   a'^y 

to  effecl  it,  the  utmolt  fecrecy  and  ftep  in  fo  ferious  a  matter,  without 

filence  is  to  be  obfcrved  ;    and  the  fuch  a  concurrence  of  fentiments  as 

troops  are  to  be  put  in  motion  from  fhould  make  a  treaty  the  act  of  the 


the  right  in  the  Itill  part  of  the  night, 
without  any  change  in  the  difpo- 
fition. 

N.  B.  It  depended  upon  the  deli- 
very of  fix  days  provifion  in  due  time, 
and  upon  the  return  of  fcouts,  who 
had  been  fent  forward,  to  examine 


army,  as  well  as  that  of  the  General. 

The  firll  queftion  therefore  he  de- 
fired  them  to  decide  was, 

'*  Whether  an  army  of  3c;oo  fight- 
ing men,  and  well  provided  with  ar- 
tillery, were  juftifiable,  upon  the 
principles   of  national  dignity,    and 


by  what  route  the  ?rmy  could  pro-     military  honour,    in  capitulating  in 
bably  move  the  f^rHfour  miles  undif-     any  pefTibre  fituation 


covered,  whether  the  plan  lliould  take 
place  on  that  day,  or  on  the  morrow. 
The  fcouts  on  their  return  reported, 
that  the  enemy's  poiition  on  our  right 
was  fuch,  and  tliey  had  ft)  many  fmall 


Refolved  nem.  con.  in  the  afiir- 
Jiiative^ 

QuelHon  2.  "Is  the  prefent  fitu- 
ation of  that  nature  ?" 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  that  the  pre- 


parties  out,  that  it  would  be  impof-     fent  fituation  juftifies  a  capitulatio.-* 
fible  to  move  without  our  inarch  being     iipoh  honourable  terms, 
immediately  diicovered.  Tl>e  Lieutenant-general  then  drew 

Minutes    and  proceedings  of  a  Council     up   the  mefl'age,  marked  No.   2,  ill 

of  War,  conftjiing  of  all  the    Ge-     the  papers  relative  to  the  negociation, 

?ieral   Officers    and  Field  Officirs,     and  laid  it  before  the   Council.     It 

iind  Ccptains   commanding    Corps, 

on  the  Hfights  of  Saratoga,  Giio- 

ber  •  3,    1777. 

The  Lieutenant-general  having  ex 


was  unanimoufly  approved,  and 
upon  that  foundation  the  treaty 
opened. 

Oclober  14.  Major  K-ingfton  hav- 


plained  the  fituation  of  affairs,  as  in     ing   delivered    the   meffage   marked 
the  preceding  Council,  v/ith  the  ad-    No.  2,  returned  with  the  propofals 

marked 
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riarked  No.  3,  and  the  Council  of 
War  being  afTcmbled  again,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-general laid  them  before  it, 
when  it  was  refolved  unanimoufly  to 
rejed  the  6th  Article,  and  not  to  ad- 
mit of  it  in  any  extremity  whatever. 
The  Lieutenant-general  then  laid 
nefore  the  Council  the  aufwers  to 
Major-general  Gates's  propofals,  as 
marked  in  the  fame  paper,  together 
with  his  own  preliminary  propofaL, 
marked  No.  4,  which  were  y^.ani- 
moully  approved  of. 

October  I  r.  The  Council  being;  af- 
fembled  again,  Major-general  Gates's 
anAvers  to  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
.goync's  propofals  were  laid  before 
xnem,  whereupon  it  was  refolved,  that 
rhey  were  fatisfaftory,  and  a  fufRcient 
ground  for  proceeding  to  a  definitive 
treaty. 

Reports  of  the  killed,  ivoundtd,  and 
prifoncrs  of  the  B'iti/h  troops,  (till 
£xa(l  returns  can  he  (olleSied)  undt-r 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-gciierai 
UuR-GOVNE,  to  Odobcr  12,    1777- 

1  Brigadier -general,  i  Major,  2 
Captains,  15  Lieutenants,  4  Enfigns, 
12  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  313  rank 
rank  and  file,  kided. 

2  Lieutenant-colonels,  5  Majors, 
xf  Captains,  i8  Lieutenants,  4 
Enfigns,  I  Adjutant,  38  Serjeants, 
4  drummers,  715  raEk  and  file, 
ivounded. 

2  Majors,  2  Captains,  3  Lieute- 
nants, 2  Eniigns,  1  .Surgeon,  4  Ser- 
jeants, z  drummers,  43  rank  and 
file,  prifoners. 

J^ames    of  the   Staff  Offcersy    killed, 
^Kiounded,  aud prifoners. 

Brigadier  -  general  Frazer,  Sir 
James  Clarke,  Aid-de-Camp  to  Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne,  killed. 

Captain  Green  of  the  3 ill  regi- 
ment, Aid-de-C^mp  to  Major-gene- 
ral Phillips,  Captain  Bloomfield  of 
the  Royal  Artiller)-,  Major  of  Brigade 
ta  Major-general  Phillips,   r.vounded. 

Captain  Money  of  the  9th  regi- 
ment, Depuiy  ^uarter-malier  Gt- 
Jjer^ll,  prifoncr. 


Names    of  Oficers,   killed,  -ivotindedf 
ujtd  miffing. 

Major  Grant  of  the  24th  regiment, 
killed. 

Captains  Wight  of  the  53d,  Jones, 
Royal  Artillery,  ivotinded. 

LieuU'naats  Welh-op  and  Wright, 
9th  regiment,  Lucas,  Cooke,  Obms, 
20th  ditto,  Curric,  Mackenzie,  Rc- 
bertfon,  TurnbuU,  21  it  ditto,  Doug- 
lafs,  29th  ditto,  Reynal,  Harvey, 
Stuart,  62d  ditto,  Haggart,  of  the 
Marines,  Cleyland,  Second  Lieute^- 
nant  Royal  Artillery,  killed. 

Enfigns  Taylor,  Phillips,  Young, 
62d  ditto,  killed. 

Adjutant  Fitzgerald,  62d  ditto, 
killed. 

Lieutenant-colonels  Lynd,  of  20th 
regiment,  Anltruther,  62d  ditto^ 
ivounded,  in  two  different  ac- 
tions. 

Major  Forbes,  9th  ditto,  Acland, 
20th  ditto,  Agnew,  24th  ditto.  Earl 
of  Belcarres,  53d  ditto,  Harnage, 
6 2d  ditto,  vjounded,  in  tWQ  different 
actions. 

Captains  Montgomery,  Sweeten- 
hara,  Stapylton  (lincc  dead  of  his 
wounds)  9th  ditto,  Weyms,  Dow- 
ling,  Stanley,  Farquire,  20th  ditto, 
Struiigcways,  24th  ditto,  Ramfey, 
2  ill  ditto,  iilake,  24th  ditto,  Harris, 
Rofs,  34th  ditto,  Vwi-aig,  47th  ditto, 
Shrimpton,  Buubury,  62d  ditto, 
n<joi:nd:d. 

Lieutenants.,  Batterfby,  light  in*> 
fantry,  29th  ditto,  Filiierton,  gre- 
nadiers 2 1  It  ditto,  Richardfon,  gre- 
nadiers 34th  ditto  (wounded  in  two 
diifcrent  '  aclions)  Rovve,  Stavely, 
Murray,  Prince,  9th  ditto,  Dow- 
liRg,  29th,  doing  duty  v/ith  the  20th 
ditto,  Ooyle,  24th  Jitto,  Ruther- 
ford, 2 1  It  ditto,  Williams,  Steel, 
2c;th  ditto,  Richardfon,  34th  ditto, 
Haughton,  Cullan,  .,3d  ditto,  Jonei, 
60th  ditto,  Smith,  Howarth,  Royal 
Artillery,  ^vcuaded. 

Enfigns  Conne!,  20th  ditto,  Blake^ 
Hcrvey,  62d  ditto.  Baron  d'Saions, 
,9th  ditto,  HX'UHiided. 

O  00  I  Adjutar.!: 
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'  Adjutant    Fielding,     9th     ditto, 
'woundr,-' 

Majors  Aciand,  commanding  the 
grenadiers,  Williams,  Royal  Artil- 
lery, pr  if  oners. 

Captains  Montgomery,  Money, 
9th  ditto,  frifoners. 

Lieutenants  John  Ton,  York,  29th 
ditto,  Howarth,  Royal  Artillery, /r/- 
Jbners. 

Ez.figns  D'Antroch,  Naylor,  6 2d 
ditto,  prifonerz.  '  ■ 

Surgeon   Shelley,  9th  ditto,   pri- 
foner. 
J.  BuRGOYNE,  Lieutenant-gejieral. 

N.  B.  From  the  i2th,  the  lofs  by 
killed,  prifbners,  and  defertion,  was 
\txy  confiderable.      \London  Gaxette. 


[Obfewatio/u  on  the  preceding  Ga~ 
xctte. — Gen.   Burgoyne  fays,  at  the 
beginning  of  his  letter,  that  the  In- 
dians,  Caniui'ans,  i^c.  left  hiin;   but 
it  is  net  faid)  ivherey  nor  nvhen,  this 
happened.     A  little  lower,  he  fays^ 
/  take  upon  my f elf  the  meafure  of  hav-f 
iitg  paffed  the  Hudfon" s  Ri'ver.     Mi~ 
nifters  fay,  he  ought  not  to  have  paff- 
ed the  ri^  er,  till  he  knew  that  Gene- 
ral  Kovve,    cr  Sir  H.   Clinton,   or 
fomebody,  were  ready  to  co-operate 
with  him.     Further  IHII,  he  fays,  a 
critical  junSIicn  of  Mr.  Gates^s  fores 
nuith  Mr.  Wafnngton,  rnight  pojfhly 
decide  the  fate  of  the  ivar.     This  is  a 
pretty    firong    opinion    of    General 
Howe's    lituation ;    for    if  General 
Gates  has  joined  General  Wafhington 
(and  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  it) 
it  is  more  than  probable,  the  fate  of 
the  war  is  decided,  b;;fore  this  time. 
General   Burgoyne's   next  expreflion 
is,  the  failure  of  7ny  jundion  n.vith  Sir 
Harry  Clinton,  or   the  lofs  of  7ny  re- 
treat to  Canada,   could  only  be  a  par- 
tial misfortune.      The  misfortune  is 
decifive,  to  all  intents   ..id  purpofes. 
In  the  paper.  Number  VII.  General 
,Burgoyne  fays,  /'f  is  informed  General 
Gates  has  made  a  conjiderahle  detach- 
ment from  his  army.     No  anfwer  is 
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given  to  this  paper.     The  firft,  avt4 
fecond    queftions    propofed    to    the 
Council  of  War,  on    the  thirteenth 
of  Oflober,  were  fit  to  be  debated 
only  at  Coach-makers  Hall,  or  feme 
fuch  place,  not  in  a  Council  of  War; 
Not  a  word  is  mentioned  of  the  Ki^ig 
of  Great-Britain,    or  of  his    army, 
nor  is  the  word  rebel  once  made  ufe 
of,  throughout   this-  Gazette.   ^  For 
thefe  term.s  are  fubftituted,  the  army 
under    Lieutenant-general    Burgcytte\ 
and  the'-eniitiy*     It  is  alfo  worthy  ot 
obferv'ation,    that  the  return  of  the 
killed  and   wounded,   is  only  to  the 
\zth   of  OSiober ;    and    that  at   the 
bottom  of  the  return,  itis  faid,  "  That 
froiii  the  I2lh,  the  lofs  by  killed,  &c- 
li  very  confiderable."     And  why  is 
it  not  faid,  that  many,  if  not  all,  the 
Brunfwickers  have  joined  the  Ameri» 
cans  ?  The  ^^  is  lb.] 

Albany,  xc^thofOaober,  I777. 
Sir,    •  ■ 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  fend  yoirr 
Honourable  Council  the  inclofed 
copy  of  a  convention,  by  which  Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne  furrendered 
himfelf  and  his  v/hole  army  on  the 
17th  inftant  into  my  hands.  They 
are  now  upon  their  march  towards 
Bofton.  General  Glover  and  Gene- 
ral Whipple,  with  a  proper  guard  of 
militia,  efcort  them,  and  are  to  pro- 
vide all  fuch  neceffary  articles  as  may 
be  wanted  upon  the  march.  I  am 
fo  extremely  bufy  in  pulhing  the 
army  forward  to  flop  the  cruel  career 
of  General  Vaughan  up  Hudfon's 
River,  that  I  have  only  time  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  my  friend  General 
Lincoln's  leg  is  in  a  fair  way  of  do- 
ing well,  and  to  teftify  with  wha? 
refpeft  I  am,' 

Your  much  obliged, 
-'    .    and  moil  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
HoR.^Tio  Gates, 
I'o  the  Hon.  the  Prefident  of 
.  the  Council  of  the  State 
"fMaf/achuJlti  Bay  [Th« 
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j^'^'ftc  American  copy  of  the  Conven- 
'    tion  is  the  fame  with  that  publilhed 

in  the  London  G:izette.] 
^n  confequence  of  the  foregoing  con. 
vehtioii  at  Saratoga  the  17  th  of 
Oftober,  1777, 
The  "following  numbers   laid    down 
their  arms,  and  furrendered  to 
General  Gates,  viz. 
Britifh  troops       -       -       ~     2442 
•'    Brunf.vick  and  other  Ger- 
man troops     -       -       - 
Canadians,  Volunteers,  &c. 
Staff      -       -       -     •  ~      - 

5752 
Sick  and  wounded  left  in  the 
'    Britilh  carrfp   when  Gen. 
Burgoyne  began    his    re- 
treat,      -       _       -       -         528 
Beiides  the  above  there  were 
killed,    wounded,    taken, 
and    deferted,    of  Britifh, 
German,     and    Canadian 
troops  under  General  Bur- 
goyne, betweert  the  6  th  of 
July,  and   16th  of  Ofto- 
ber,        ^       .      -       -       C933 


7   ) 


preiious    to    their     adjournment. 


In  all  9213 

Account  of  Brafs  Ordnance,  i^c.  de- 
liuered  up  to  General  Gates  on  the 
1  jth  of  OSloher. 

Viz.  2     -     24  pounders 

4     -     12  ditto 
18     -       6  ditto 
s       '4     -       3  ^itto 
Royal  Howitz.  5 
Brafs  Mortars     2 


5 '•  inch 
8  inch 


35   All  of  brafs,  be- 
fides  thofe  taken  at  Bennington. 
'    Stands  of  arms  complete,  7000 

Beiides  the  military  cheft,  large 
<]uantities  of  ordnance  Itores,  cloatb- 
ing  for  7000  Provincials,  tents,  &:c. 
&c. 


Boston,  Odober  30. 
The   following    refolves    paifed   the 
General   Alfembly  of  this  State, 


VIZ. 


**  Refolved,  that  the  troops  under 
Genral  Burgoyne,  be  quartered  in  tlie 
barracks  on  •  Profpeft  and  Winter 
Hills,  and  fuch  ethers  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houfes  hereafter  to 
be  appointed  fnall  judge  moft  fafe, 
retired,  and  eafy  guarded  ;  and  that 
they  obtain  faitable  houfes  for  the 
genera!  officers,  and  proper  rooms  for 
the  other  officers  of  rank;  the  fo- 
reign troops  to  be  kept  feparate  from 
the  Britifli  as  fir  as  practicable  ;  both 
officers  and  foidiers  to  be  prevented 
from  coming  into  the  town  of  Boiton, 
or  on  this  fide  Charles-town  neck : 
and  the  Committee  aforefaid  are  di- 
rected to  fix  fuch  limits  for  the  re- 
ilraint  of  officers  and  foidiers,  as  may 
fecure  the  public  from  any  ill  confe.. 
quences,  fo  far  as  may  be  confiftent 
with  a  ftridt  fulfilment  of  the  Con- 
vention. That  the  rcprefentatives  of 
the  town  of  Bollon  be  a  Committee 
empowered  to  afi^brd  all  fuch  affift- 
ance  to  General  Heath,  in  the  pro- 
curement of  fuel,  by  infurancc  or 
otherwife,  as  they  Ihall  judge  will 
bell  favour  the  public  intereft.  That 
every  veflel  coming  from  the  eaft- 
Vvard  for  this  purpofe,  be  furnifhed 
with  a  pafs  figned  by  Gen.  Heath, 
certifying  that  the  wood  in  thofe  vei- 
fels  is  for  the  fole  ufe  of  the  army 
with  Gen.  iiurgoyne,  now  prifoneis 
of  war  in  the  ftate  of  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  Bay :  and  that  if  ihe  is  taken, 
that  army  muft  be  the  fu-fterers. 

And  it  is  further  refolved.  That 
no  inhabitant  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  other  perfou  whatever,  fliall 
at  any  tiine  enter  the  limits  affigncd 
for  preventing  their  communication 
with. the  prifoneis,  without  a  writ- 
ten licence  obtained  for  that  pur- 
pofe, from  the  Council  to  General 
Heath,  under  the  pain  of  military 
difcip'ine,  which  Gen.  Heath  is  here- 
by empowered  and  requelled  to  infllft. 
That  the  Committee  afore f  id  be 
direfted  to  appoint  a  proper  number 

of 
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f>i  petfons  of"  capacity  and  approved 
fidelity  to  buy  and  deliver  out  to  the 
f>rifoners  the  various  forts  of  provi- 
sions brought  to  Bofton  market,  the 
produce  of  this  fiate,  that  they  (hall 
need,  over  and  above  the  rations  to 
he  fupplied  by  General  Heath,  in 
fucli  qu<!ntities  as  will  be  needed  for 
their  confumption  while  here  ;  v.-hich 
Ihaii  be  purchafed  with  the  currency 
of  the  Un!i£d  States,  of  fomeofthern; 
to  be  drawn  cut  of  the  trealury  by 
order  of  v,ouncil,  and  fold  at  the 
prices  given  ior  them ;  and  if  the 
fu,me  is  paid  ^  for  in  any  part  in  gold 
or  fifver,  the  fame  £hall  be  depoiited 
la  the  public  treafury,  to  be  drawn 
thence  as  tlie  court  fliall  order  ;  and 
the  perfons  appointed  as  above,  Oiall 
he  under  ftrift  bond,  of  fuch  tenor  as 
the  Council  fliall  order,  for  a  faithful 
difcharge  of  their  duty 

Provided  neverthelefs.  That  inx;afe 
the  Committee  direfted  to  appoint  a 
nuBiber  of  perfons  to  buy  and  deliver 
oat  to  the  prifoners  provifions,  Ihould 
£nd  t;iat  mode  of  procedure  does  not 
anfkver  the  purpofe  defigned,  or  ihould 
think  it  for  the  intereil  of  the  govern- 
ment to  difcontinueit;  that  upon  their 
reprefenting  the  matter  to  Council, 
they,  the  Council,  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  order  the  fame  to  be  dif- 
conti  'ued,  and  to  make  fuch  other 
regulations  as  they  think  nece/iary. 
That  the  Honourable  Council  be  re- 
qusiled  to  order  one  thoufand  men, 
including  officers,  and  as  many  more 
US  they  find  neceiliuy,  from  iuch  part 
of'  the  militia  of  this  ftate  as  they 
fhall  judge  equitable,  to  fcrve  as 
guards,  and  to  be  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Heath. 

And  that  John  Taylor  and  Nathan 
Cuihlng',  Kfqrs.  be  a  Committee, 
With  Iuch  as  the  Honourable  Houfe 
Ihail  join,  to  carry  this  rcfolve  into 
execution  ;  and  that  thtry  advife  with 
General  Heath,  touching  the  feverai 
mat'.ers  mentioned  m  the  foregoing 
refoive. 
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ExtraSl  of  a  letter  f^o;ii  the  Wa;--^ 
Office  of  the  State  of  the  Mrf'a^ 
chufcts  Bay,  to  the  American  De- 
puties in  France, 

Bojlon,  OSl.  25,  1777. 
"  Gentlemen, 
"  You  will  doubtlefs  be  furprifed 
to  find  a  velTel  in  ballaft  addrelfed  to 
you,  from  this  board,  until  we  in- 
form you,  fhe  is  taken  up  by  Go- 
vernment, to  go  exprefs  upon  the 
moil  important  occafion  that  this 
country  ever  experienced.  But  be- 
fore we  enter  upon  a  detail  of  tliis 
happy  event,  it  will  not,  we  prefume, 
be  unacceptable  to  give  you  a  general 
view  of  our  public  affairs,  fnice  the 
fortunate  actions  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton  in  the  jerfies.  At  the  clofe 
of  the  lall  campaign,  G^n.  Hov/e 
feeing  his  cantonements  broke  cp, 
found  it  neceffiry  to  coilcft  his  army 
at  and  about  Brunfwick,  on  the  river 
Rariton,  where  being  intrenched, 
and  covered  on  all  fides,  he  was  for 
a  time  inacceilible  to  General  Waihi- 
ington,  who  contented  himfelf,  whiift 
his  army  was  recruiting  to  b^at  back 
Gen.  Howe's  foragers,  and  harrafs  his 
out-polts.  It  is  the  prevalent  opini- 
on here,  that  the  Britilh  General  ori- 
ginally defigned  to  penetrate  to  Phi- 
ladelphia through  the  Jerfies,  and 
adually  made  an  effort,  but  whether 
}>jt  knew  it  to  be  imprafticable  frpm 
the  beginning,  or  found  it  lb  upon 
trial,  we  cannot  determin«,  the  fail 
is,  that  he  retreated  to  Scaten-Ifland. 
About  Midfummer  he  embarked  his 
troops,  ilores,  &c.  from  thence,  and 
after  a  tedious  pafiage  arrived  in 
Chefapeak  Bay,  where  he  landed  at 
the  head  of  the  river  Elk,  and 
marching  through  a  dreary  country, 
thinly  inhabited,  came  to  the  river 
Brandy-wine,  aiout  30  miles  from 
Phil.idelphia.  Althougii  L>en.  Howe 
made  ule  of  every  polhble  llratagcm 
to  miflead  Gen.  Waihington,  he  ne- 
ve rthelefs  traverfed  his  defigns,  and 
witii  a  pepxtration,  peculiar  to  him- 
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itif,  pre'difted,  that  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  would  be  the  fcene  of  fu- 
ture conteil.     In  that  vicinity  Gen. 
Waibington   met,    and   fought    the 
enemy.      But  though   neither   cou- 
rage was   wanting  in  our  troops,  or 
conduifl  in  our  officers,  a  certain  iieadi- 
Yiti's  in  charging,  and  quickaefs   in 
forming,    (which   nothing   but    real 
•^dion   can   give   any    troops)    were 
uantiug    and    we    loll  the   ground, 
though  it   was  dearly    bought  with 
Britilh  blood.     By  the   fairell  com- 
putation the  enemy  had  2000  killed 
and  wounded,  whilil  ours  by  the  moli 
exaft  returns   does    not  exceed  half 
the  number.     However,  m:itters  were 
row  brought  to  this  crifis,  that  Gen. 
Kowe  lliOuld  have   the  open  country, 
and     Gen.     WaHiingion     the    city, 
or    the  reverie;     Gen.    Waihington 
chofe  the  country,  and  the  command 
of  a  fort   on    the   Delaware,    where 
the  pafs  is  fo  well  defended  by  che- 
vaux  de  Irize,  that  the  Roebuck  ;  a 
Britilh  40  guji  Ihip,  is  already  funk, 
and  two   others  have  been    reoulfed, 
and    which  have  hitherto  prevented 
any  vefieis  from   getting  up  to  the 
city. 

"  The  fecond  important  aclion, 
was  at  or  near  German  town,  abouc 
7  miles  from  Philadelphia,  where  the 
enemy  were  attacked,  broken,  and 
repulfed  ;  ihelr  tr?in  of  artillery  was 
aftaally  in  our  polfellion,  and  the 
wreath  of  vldory  juil  ready  to  crown 
the  American  hero,  when  an  unfor- 
tunate circumflance  fnatched  it  from 
his  brow.  A  divifion  of  the  army, 
who  afted  as  a  corps  de  referve,  was 
ordered  to  advance  nearer  to  their 
vidlorious  brethren,  who  (owing  to  a 
thick  fog,  the  fmoke  of  the  artillery, 
and  from  fome  fields  of  itubble  fired 
by  Gen.  Howe's  orders  to  cover  the 
retreat)  was  miftaken  for  the  enemy, 
which  put  our  troops  into  diforder, 
and  occafioned  a  retreat  on  our  fide, 
upon  which  the  enemy  rallied,  foon 
recovered  their  artillery,  and  retook 
their  own  lijics.     Some  General  and 


field  officers  were  killed  and  woutiied' 
on    both    fides.       We     loil    in    ther 
adion,  which  continued  upwards  of 
tvv'o  hours,   including  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  miffing,  officers  and  privates, 
only  700  m.en.     With  refpec^  to  the 
enemy,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  moifc 
judicious,  that  two  more  fuch  aftions 
(though  on    our    fide    unfuccefsful) 
would   ruin  Gen     Howe's    projefls ; 
what  with  killed,  wounded,  licknefs, 
and  defertion,  an  army  which  has  no 
recruits  flowing  to   it,    exhaufts  be- 
yond    computation.       Some   advan- 
tages indeed   tlie  enemy  derive  from 
their   fleet,  and  Generals    Vaughau 
and  Tryon  have  lately  gone  up  Hiid- 
fon's  River  with   about  4.000    men, 
and    attacked     Fort     Montgomery, 
which    was    garrifoned    with    abouc 
500  ;  before  we  could  relive  it,   they 
took  it,  but  not  without  the  e.xpence 
of  much   blood ;    it   commanded    a.: 
flr,ongpafs  in  th-.t  rl-.or,  and  having 
fallen  into  their  iia.iui,   we  were  ob- 
liged to  burn  the  hulls  of  two  Coi- 
tinental  frigates.     It  is  alfo  faid  they 
have  proceeded  farther  up,  and  have 
ftolen  forae  cattle,  and  dellrryed  fe- 
veral  houfes.     However    Gen.   Pat- 
n.im,  with  an  equal  number,  is  now 
in   their  rear,  and  Gen.   Gates  hav- 
ing    difincumhered    himfelf   of   his 
pnlbners,  and  detatched  4000  men  ta 
repolTeis  Ticonderoga,  is  advanced  to 
Albany,  and  we  hope  will  not  long, 
fulfer    them  to   remain    unpuniihed. 
Gen.  Paribus  in  the  mean   time  has 
orders,   if  poffible,  to    in  veil   New- 
York  ;  and    8000   men  under   Gen. 
Spencer  are  at  their  rendezvous  upon 
an    expedition  againll   Newport  and 
Rhode  ifland. 

"  Permit  u.s  now  ,to  point  your 
attention  to  the  North,  where  a  blaze 
of  glory   reflects    new    lullure    upon 

American  arms An  army,  which 

Britain  was  a  confiderable  time  col  - 
leiling,  affilled  by  iler  allies,  marchei, 
well  appointed  from  Canada  early 
this  i'prmg,  had  before  v/e  fufpedtcd, 
that  tjie  enemy  were   fo  numercus  in 

thit 
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fliat  part  of  America,  invefted  our 
fortrefs  of  Ticonderoga,  the  grand 
avenue  to  the  New-E^ngland  ftates. 
Time,  and  a  Itrid  fcrutiny^  will  di.^- 
cover  upon  what  grounds  (but  true  it 
is)  this  important  fortrefs,  garrifoned 
by  near  5000  troops,  well  armed  and 
appointed  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  St.  Clair,  was  fcarcely  attacked 
before  it  was  evacuated,  and  to  our 
alloiiilliment,  in  an  inftant  was  our 
country  laid  open  to  the  triumphant 
entry  of  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne,  and  his  cruel  abettors,  whilil 
our  brave  foldiers  retreated  before 
them,  with  fullea  refentment,  alter- 
nately againll  their  own,  and  the 
enemy's  General.  But  the  militia 
compofed  of  the  main  body  of  the 
people  were  by  no  means  difmayed, 
and  finding  all  the  bleffings  of  life  at 
h-azard,  rufted  to  the  iield  with  ardour 
and  emulation. 

"  Congrefs  immediately  fuper- 
fcded  St.  Clair,  and  appointed  Gen. 
Gates,  to  conduft  a  band  of  hardy 
warriors,  who  only  wanted  good  offi- 
cers to  lead  them  to  vidory.  He 
rallied  our  broken  army,  and  fuch 
was  the  deferved  confidence  in  this 
great  man,  that  when  he  gave  the 
word  to  Hand,  each  animated  band, 
both  of  army  and  militia,  were  im- 
moveable. Burgoyno,  in  the  mean 
time,  in  all  the  wantonnefs  of  viftory, 
funered,  if  not  encouraged  his  favagcs, 
and  Canadians,  to  murder  the  dif- 
treiled  inhabitants,  and  advanced  in- 
to the  country  as  he  too  vainly 
thought,  ia.  tlie  charafber  of  a  con- 
queror. 

**  The  firll  prefage  of  his  fate  v/as 
a  fevere  check  at  Fort  Schu)'ler,  (for- 
merly Stanwix)  an  important  poft 
upon  the  Mohawk  river ;  where  a 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  with  a  motley 
mixture  of  Britons,  Waldeckers,  and 
favages  was  fallied  upon  anddifperfed 
by  a  brave  little garrifon,  commanded 
by  Lolonel  Gonfeveh-.  Had  Gen. 
jBurgoyne  been  wife,  he  would  have 
taken  this  as  a  hint,   that  he  was  on 


dangerous  ground.  Soon  afcet-  tliiS 
event  a  detachment  of  2500  were  fent 
to  take  poft  at  Bennington,  with  or- 
ders in  a.  truly  laughable  fide,  "  as  op- 
portunity offered  to  penerate  the 
country."  Thefe  well  armed  and 
difciplened  troops  halted  fevetal  miles 
fhort  of  their  deftination,  and  in- 
trenched ;  and  by  a  party  of  militia,, 
under  the  command  of  the  brave 
General  Stacks,  afTifted  by  300  Con- 
tinential  troops,  of  Colonel  Warner's 
battalion,  were  twice  attacked,  their 
lines  carried  by  ajfault,  and  One  half 
of  them  were  killed  and  made  pri- 
foners.  This  was  followed  by  an  ac- 
tion more  important  at  Bemus's 
Heights,  about  40  miles  from  Albany, 
and  where  night  only  prevented  the 
Americans  from  another  viftory.  The 
lalt  effort  of  this  baffled  army  was  an 
attack  upon  the  left  and  centre  of 
General  Gates's  army,  under  the 
command  of  Generals  Lincoln  and 
Arnold.  An  aftion,  which  though 
marked  with  the  unfortunate  wounds 
of  thefe  brave  Generals,  terminated 
to  the  honour  of  American  arms. 
General  Frazer  fell,  with  a  great 
number  of  Britons,  and  tlie  flower  of 
the  BritilTi  army  retreated  in  difof- 
der,  with  great  lofs  ;  they  were  pur- 
fued  into  their  lines^  their  hofpital, 
confilHng  of  300  fxck  and  wounded, 
fell  into  our  hands^  and  the  baggage 
of  a  German  batalion.  During  thefe 
tranfaftions  our  light  troops  hung 
continually  upon  the  flanks,  and 
rear  of  the  enemy  ;  intercepted  their 
convoys,  deftroyed  their  magazines, 
(divily  beating  in  their  guards  and 
making  prifoners.  They,  harraffed 
and  exhaufted  by  inceHant  duty,  the 
fvvord,  famine,  or  captivity  became 
the  v/retched  alternatives  of  this  vaunt- 
ing invader  of  America  j  and  he  luho, 
a  iew  weeks  before,  in  a  pompous 
manifefto,  profcribed  the  beft  blood 
of  the  country  as  traiterous,  was  now 
at  their  mercy  ;  his  threats,  that  by 
the  bleffing  of  God,  he  would  extend 
the  influence  of  his  arms  far  and  near, 

denouncing 
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•denouncing   fire  and  fword   againfl  a  faid,     they  had  no   bread  for  eight 

much  injured  people,  recoiled  upon  days;  that    they  had    only    beef  re- 

Jiis  own  head  ;  and  of  lo, coo  men,  maining  for  feven  days, —which  Gene- 

who  came  out  of  Canada  with  him,  ral  Burgoyne  propofcd  to  hi«  troops 

full  4000  were   kilied,    taken,     and  to  divide  among  them,  dellroy  every 

deferted,  before  the  capitulation,  and  thing  cumberfome,  and  endeavour  to 

by  whicli,  he  obliged    the  remainder  fight  their  way  through.     This    the 


to  deliver  their  arms  as  he  dul  his 
t)-Tvn  /njiiord,  into  the  hands  of  his 
conqueror.  For  the  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation, and  many  Important  par- 


EngUJ}}  agreed  ^  to,  but  the  Germans 
and  Canadians  refufed,'  alledginp-  \t 
was  a  mad,  hopelefs  propofition,  and 
would  end  in  their  total  dellrudion. 


ticulars,   we  refer  you  to  the  papers  So  the  capitulation  took  place.     Buir- 

inclofed.     We  have  the  fairell   prot-  goyne's   further  retreat  had  been  cut 

peel  of  playing  the  fame  game  with  oil'  by  the  lofs  vf  his  batteaux.     To 

General    Howe,    as     we    have    done  fecure  them,  without  leaving  a  guard, 

with  his  co;idjutor.      Our   Northern  he  had  buried  them  ;    and  filled  the 


army  have  nothing  nov  to  obllruft 
■their  junction  with  General  Waih- 
ingtcn. 

"  Having   thus  given, you    fome 


place  with  little  ereded  boards,  on 
every  one  of  which  v/as  marked. 
Here  lies  the  body  of  such  a 
ONE,  i^c.  as  if  it  had  been  a  burying 


detail  of  our  public  afl'airs,  you  and  place    of    his    foldiers.       When   our 

your  connexions   may  forma  judg-  people  came  to  the  fpot,  and  examined 

ment  of  the  ridiculous  infmuations  of  it,  they  difcovered  the  ilratagem,  and 

our    treating  with  Britain,    upon  the  the  hattcanx  bad  a  general  and  joyful 

terms    that  proud  and  cruel    people  refurredion. 

prefcribe.     No,  Sirs!   Was    America         "  General   Burgoyne  was  to  give 

harraiTed,    and    beaten  from   the  fea  his  final  anfwer  at  nine  in  the  morn,- 

coaft  to  the  Weftern  world,  and  thence  ing,  Oclobcr  17,     He    delayed  it  to 

xepulfed  to  the  midland  region,  where  the  lall  minute,  when  General  Gates 

our   armies    difpirited,    broken,  and  ordered  the  drums  ,to   beat   for    the 

imprifoned,    our   militia    would   re-  afiault.     He  then  came  out  on   horfe- 

place   them,    and  in  fuccefiion   meet  hack,   rode  up  to  General  Gates y  and 

the  tyrants  in   the  field,    fall  there,  prefcntcd  his jkmrd.     The  troops  fol- 


a  free,  or,  by  driving  them,  live  an 
independent  people.  We  fliall  be 
much  mere  Ilreiuious  in  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  when  in  one  quarter  our  arms, 
are  imprcliive,  and  in  another  tri- 
umphant." 


lowed,  and  rank  by  rank  as  they  ^ 
pafled,  laid  down  their  arms.  Ou,r 
troops  at  the  fame  time  marched  in- 
to their  lines,  to  the  tune  of  Ya^ikae 
Doodle,  General  Burgoyne  was  re,- 
xeived  with  rcfpc;!^,  and  dined  with 
General  Gates,  who  faid  nothins:  un- 
ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Paris,  dated  kind  to  liini,  except  afking,  how  he 
Dec.   17,  1777,  could  find  in  his  heart  to  burn  the 

"  General   Burgoyne   was  beaten     poor  country  people's  houfes  where- 
in a    fair  battle,  by   our  militia,  his     ever  he  pafied  ; — he  anfwered, — that 

camp  ftormed,  and  taken  with  can-    it  was  the  's  orders.     He  was 

non,  baggage  &c.  The  army  fied-  for  moll  part  of  the  time  very  filent, 
to  another  fortified  poil,  v/here  they  and  feemed  much  dejeded.  Some 
were  furrounded  ;  the  provifions  com-  few  of  the  New  England  men  d^efired 
ing  to  them  from  Canada  taken,  and  to  \\-axe  him  in  their  hands  for  half 
General  Gates  on  the  point  of  at-  an  hour: — Being  afked  for  what  pur- 
tacking  them  again,  when  General  pofe  ? — they  faid,  they  would  do  him 
Burgoyae  agreed  to  capitulate.     It  is    no   manner  of  harm  ; — they  would 

P  p  p  only 
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f>nly  tar  and  feather  'hiifi,  and  make 
him  ftand  on  the  head  of  ore  of  his 
empty  beef  barrels,  and  read  his  onjon 
Proclafiiatiofz.  Our  militia  is  fogreatly 
improved,  as  to  attack  Britilh  regular 
troops  in  their  works,  and  carry  them, 
though  defended  by  equal  numbers. 
We  have  had  three  inllances  of  this 
in  this  campaign.  The  Indians  ail 
deferted  General  Burgoyne  early  ; — 
the  Tories,  he  complained,  had  de- 
betrayed  him  ;  and  the 
in  his  extremity,  vefufed 
him.— Methink  the  En- 
glijh  are  unlucky  in-their  allies.  St. 
Leger's  Indians  plundered  his  camp, 
and  left  him — Jull  Heaven  1  — —  ." 


ceived  and 
Canadians, 
to  fight  for 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency 
Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  to 
his  Excellency  ^/rWi  LL  i  a m  Howe, 
K.  B.  brought  by  Lieut.  Valancy, 
cf  the  6zd  Regiment. 

Albany,  Oilober  zo,  ^J'J'J- 
"  Sir, 
*'  In  conformity  to  my  orders,  to 
proceed  by  the  moft  vigorous  exerti- 
ons to  Albany,  I  pafTed  the  Hudfon's 
River  at  Saratoga  on  the  1 3th  of 
September.  No  exertions  have  been 
left  untried.  The  arm.y  under  my 
command  has  fought  twice  again'l 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers.  The 
liril  aftion  was  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, when,  after  four  hours  fiiarp 
conflict,  we  remained  mafters  of  the 
iield  of  battle  ;  the  fecond  aftion  (on 
the  7th  of  Oftober)  was  not  fo  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  ended  v/ith  a  ftorm  upon 
two  parts  of  our  entrenchments,  the 
one  defcn-ded  by  Liei  enant-colonel 
Ereymen,  vvho  v/as  killed  on  the  fpot, 
and  the  poft  was  loft ;  the  other  de- 
fended by  Lord  Balcarres,  at  the  head 
of  the  Britilh  light  infantry,  v,'hore- 
pulfed  the  enemy  with  great  lofs. 
The  army  afterwards  made  good 
their  retreat  to  the  heights  of  Sa- 
ratoga, unable  to  proceed  further, 
tlie  enemy  having  pofl'effion  of  all  the 
fords,  and  the  palles  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Hudfon's  S-iver. 


I      ) 

"  The  ar:ny  there  waited  the 
chance  of  events,  and  oHered  them-, 
felves  to  the  attack  of  the  eTiemy  till 
the  f  3th  inftant,  when  only  three  day? 
pro\n!ionj  at  ihcrt  arlov/ance,  re- 
mained. .  At  that  time  the  iaft  hope 
of  timely  afliflance -being  'exhauited, 
my  numbers  reduced  •X-^/  part  aftions 
to  three  thoufand  five  hundred  fights 
ing  men,  of  v/hlch  abaiit  nineteen 
hundred  alone  were  Britifh :;  invefted 
by  the  enemy's  troops  to  the  amount 
of  about  fixteen  thoufand  men,  I  was 
induced  by  the  general  concurrence 
and  advice  of  the  Generals,  Field 
Officers,  and  Captains  commandinjj 
corps,  to  open  a  treaty  with  Major- 
general  Gates.  Your  Excellency  will 
obferve  by  the  papers  tranfmitted 
herewith,  the  difagreeabl.e  profpeft 
that  attended  the  hrft  overtures.  The 
army  determined  to  die  to  a  ma'i', 
rather  than  fubmit  to  terms  repug- 
nant to  national  and  perfonal  he  •. 
nour.  I  truft  you  will  think  the 
treaty  enclofed  confiilent  with  both'. 
I  am,  with  greateft  refpect  and  attactis 
ment.  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  obedient,  and 
•    .  *'  moll  humble  fervant, 

"J.  Burgoyne.'* 

All  the  private  letters  from  General 
BurJ^oyne's  army,  fpeakin  the  higheft 
terms,  of  the  generofity  and  huma- 
nity of  the  Americans ;  particularly 
General  Burgoyne's  own  letter  to  tlie 
Earl  oi  Derby,  which  was  yefterday 
fliewn  by  his  Lordlhip  to  feveral  gen- 
tlemen, wherein  the  General  particu- 
larly mentions  one  circumflance,  that 
exceeds  all  that  he  had  ever  feen  or 
read  of— '-. This  was,  when  the 
Britifh  foldiers  had  marched  out  of 
their  camp,  according  to  the  Arti- 
cles of  Capitulation,  to  a  fixed  place, 
where  they  were  to  pile  their  arms, 
not  one  of  the  American  troops  nvere  to 
be  feen.  General  Gates  had  ordered 
his  whole  army  out  of  fight,  that  not 
one  of  them  fliould  be  fpetliators  of 
the  fliame  of  the  Britifh  troops,   nor 

.     offer 
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o.'.er  the  fiualleft  infult  to  the  van- 
q.uiHied.  .  This  refined  delicacy,  and 
luolt  foldier-Iike  politeneis,,  refleds 
the  grcatell  honour  upon  America  ; 
and  is  fpokcn  of,  by  all  our  OlHcers, 
in  the  highc;!:  terms  of  admiration. 

General  Biirgoyne  and  his  troops 
\v;ere  ©n  ilie  27  th  of  Odober  at 
Northampton,  which  is  115  miles 
ii'om  Bollon.  It  u;i;,  expeded  they 
^.v.oiild  reach  Cambridge  on  the  5th 
of  November. 


PHiLA.fELPHiA,   S--pt ember   IC. 
Philadelphia,     A'ugufi    31,     1777. 
<■<■   R'lach  refpscte'j  Sir, 

*'  As  I  find    that  Congrcfs  have 
Had  no  partici'lar  account  of  the  ex- 
pedition againJl  Stateu-Iflaud,  on  die 
2;d    inllant,    I    take  the  liberty   to 
kiy   before   Congrefs,    the  whole    of 
the    trailfafllon,    v/ith    the     motives 
that    induced    me    to    make  it.      I 
found  tliat  the  troops  ftationed  there, 
^/ere    frequently    making    incurfions 
into    the    Jeifeys,    carrying   off    in- 
habitants, cattle,  &^c.  and  concluded, 
that    reprifds    ought    to    be    made  : 
Cpon  enquiry  I  found  that  Col.  Buf- 
kirk,  with   a  regiment  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  was   encamped  near 
Decker's   ferry :    Col.  Barton,    with 
his  regiment,  of  equal  number,'  near 
the    New  Blfizing-Star   ferry ;    Col. 
Lawrence,  \Yith  a  hundred  and  fifty, 
near    the    Old    Blazing-Star    ferry; 
Col.   Dungan   and  Col.  Allen,  with 
atbcut  a  hundred  each,  towards  Am- 
boy,  about    two  miles  afunder ;  the 
55  th   and  part  of  the  27  th  Britilh, 
Tath    two   regiments   of  Anfpachers 
and   one   of  Waldeckers,    were    en- 
camped   near     the    Watering-place, 
by  their  fortifications.     The  Itrength 
cff  thole  I   could  not   exaclly   ieai-n, 
but    have  fince  learned  that  the  55  th 
Was  200  fti-ong,  the  Anfpachers  450 
each,    the    regiment  of  Waldeckers 
about  4C0,  detachment  of  the   57th 
about  100  :  I  was  alfo  informed,  that 
there  were  two  fmall  detachments  of 
new  recruits,  the  one  lying  at  Rich- 


mond, and  the  other  at  Cuckolds- 
town.  My  intention  was  to  land 
fo  as  to  entrap  the  new  recruits  in 
their  different  encampments ;  the 
others,  I  apprehended,  I  could  not 
force  from  their  fortifications  with- 
out cannon,  and  indeed  I  fliould  in 
that  cafe  have  to  fight  all  the  troops 
in  New-York,  as  in  a  few  hours 
they  might  reinforce  with  what  num- 
ber they  pleafed.  I  therefore  con- 
cluded, that  the  attack  mull  be  as 
fudden  as  poflible. 

"  As  my  troops  lay  twenty  miles 
dillant   from     the    Illand,    I    knew 
it  woiild  fatigue  them  much  to  march 
that  diilance,  and   then  go  through 
the     necellary    marchings     on     the 
Ifland  ;  but  this  I  could  by  no  means 
avoid,  as  any  movements  of  my  troops 
nearer  the  Ifland  would  have  given 
the   alarm    to  the  difiiflefted   in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Spanick-town,  who 
vv'ould   inflantly  communicate   it    to 
the   ifland ;  I   therefore    determined 
to  make  my   march  as  fudden  and 
as  fecfet  as   poiTible.     I  therefore  fe- 
Icfted  from  General  Smallwood,  and 
General    De  Borre's   brigade,    fuch 
men,    as    were   beft  able  to   endure 
a  miarch,  amounting  to  near  a  thou- 
fand  in  the  whole.     Thefe  I  ordered, 
to  march  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  from 
Hanover   to   Elizabeth-town,   where 
they   arrived  at  ten  in  the  evening. 
Colonel  Ogdcn,  with  his  own,  and 
Colonel   Dayton's  regiment,    joined 
by  a  hundred  militia,  under  Colonel 
Freelinghufen,  were   to  march  from, 
Elizabeth-town  in  the   evening,  and 
crofs  the  river  againll  a  creek  called 
the  Frefli-kill,  and  pafs  up  tlie  creek, 
and  come  in  the  rear  of  Lawrence's 
regiment    before     day,    and    atiHck 
him  by  day-light.    The  other  troops 
v/ere    to  crols    from    Halfey's-point. 
General  Smallwood's  brigade  was  to 
attack    Eufeirk's,    and   General   De 
Borre's   brigade  v/as   to  attack   Bar- 
ton's   regiment,    each   leaving    one 
regiment  on  the  main  road,  to  cover 
their   rear,  and    pick   up   luch   per- 
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fons   as  might  cfcape    Col,   Cgden, 
of   our  attacking  parties.     Col.  Og- 
den    had   orders,    in   cafe    he  com- 
pleatcd   the  reduflion  of 'Lawrence's 
regiment,    to   move   on    and  attack 
Dungan    and  Allen  ;  but    in  cafe  he 
found    too  great    a   force    colleftcd 
againll:  him,   he  was  to  take  an  ad- 
vantageous port,  and  wait  my  coming 
up.     We  were  able   to  colleft  only 
fix  boats,  of  which  I  ordered  three 
t6    Colonel  Ogden,  and  kept  three 
Jiiyfelf,  ^but    with  thefe  we    croiled 
over  beiore  day-light,  undifcovercd 
to  the    enem.y ;    and   while    on    our 
march,  heard  a  fevere  firing  in  the 
quarter  where  Colonel  Ogden  was, 
which  ceafed  in  about  t-,vo  minutes. 
General  Smallwood  proceeded  on  to 
Decker's  ferry  ;  but  being  deceived 
by  his  guide,  fell  in  upon  the  wrong 
fide  of  the  enemy,  whicli  gave  them 
an  opportunity  of  efcaping  to  the.'r 
forts.     The  regiment  turned   cut  to 
be  a  Eritiih  regiment,  t'ley  ran  off 
and  left  their  colours,  which  he  took  ; 
they  left  their  tents  ftanding,  which 
he  deftro)'ed,  with  their  {lores,  ma- 
gazine of  hay,  &c.     He   alfo  burnt 
feven  of  their  veilels,  laden  with   dry 
goods.     He  killed   fome    kw,    and 
wounded  others  as  they  ran  off,  and 
took  two  prifoners.     I  went    myfelf 
with    die    ether   brirade,    and    after 
iiavjng  placed  a  regiment  on  the  main 
road,  and  detached  Colonel  Price  off 
to   the  right,  to  preveni:  efcapes,   we 
mr.rched  brilkly  up  to  Barton's  quar- 
ters,   where   we    found    him   drawn 
up  to  receive  us.     I  ordered  the  main 
body  to    halt    and     form,    and    lent 
Lieutenant-colonel    Smith  round   in 
riieir   rear   to    prevent   efcapes;  but 
lipon  our   main  body  moving  up    to 
charge,  the  encny  threv/  down  their 
arms   and  ran  off.      Colonel  .^mith 
did  every  thing  thnl  man  could  do, 
to  prevent  their  efcaping,  and  indeed 
fo  did  every  officer  and'foldier ;    but 
they   v;eYe  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the   creeks     and   m.arfhes,    that   our 
men  could  not  catch  them^  though 


they    killed    many:   feveral  of  them 
get  into  the  boats  which  lay  at  the 
ferry,  and    came    over  to  the  Jerfey 
iihcre.    We  took  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  arms,  blankets,  hats,  cloathqs, 
&c.       Col.    Barton,    and    above    40 
privates,  were  made  prifoners.     We 
then  came  back,  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion  with    General  Smallwood,  and 
proceeded  up  tov/ard  Colonel  Ogden, 
from  whom  v>'e  could  hear  nothing. 
1    concluded,  as  I  heard  fn-ing  from 
that  quarter  but   once,  that  he  had 
routed  Lawrence;  but  had  found  the 
ctheirs  too  ftrong  for  hirn,   ?nd  was 
waiting  my  coming    up,    1  tlierefcre 
found  it  neceffary  to  hailen  my  march 
as   much  as  poiiible,  and  fent  off  a 
boat,  to  order  the  boats  at  Halfey's- 
point,   to    meet  me  at  the  Old  Blaz- 
ing-Star  ferry,  where  we   arrived  at 
twelve  o'clock,,  and  found  that  Co- 
lonel Ogden  had   routed  Lawrence, 
taken  him  and  feveral  officers,   with 
eighty   privates,    prifoners,    but  that 
Dungan    and     Allen    had    efcaped. 
Colonel    Ogden    repaffed    tlie  river. 
The  boats  from    halfey's-point  had 
not  arrived    with   the   provifions  for 
the  men  ;  they  had  then  been  falling 
near  fourteen    hours :  I  knew,    that 
the  longer    they    tarried,     the  more 
unfit  fcr  adlion  they  would  be,    and 
the  longer  time  would  be  given  the 
enemy    to    colleft   the   force  of  the 
IlJand,   and  that  of  New- York   and 
PowJes-hcok,    to    attack    my    rear, 
and  that  in  cafe  the  enemy  coHedcd 
a  force  fup  rior  to  mine,  allpoffibility 
of  recreatwcuid  be  cutoff.  1  therefore 
began   croffmg    the    river   as    fall:  as 
poifible,   with  what  beats  I  had;  the 
others    at  Halfey's-point;,  had,  upon 
feeing    a    veffel    under    fail,   which 
Colonel     Ogden    had    taken,     been 
cairieJ    off    by   tlie    boatmen,    who 
mii'took  this  vcffcl  for  a  tender,   and 
my  meffenger  could  neither  find  boats 
nor  boatmen.     We  had  hov/ever  got 
almoll  the  whole  of  our  troops  over, 
when  the  enemy  having  coUeded   in 
force,    appeared    in  figlu  to    attack 

our 
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cur  rer.r,  the  boats  were  then  puHiing  of  the  priloners  taken  by  them,  viz. 
off  to  br'.ng  over  our  rear  guard,  of  nine  olficers,  and  a  iumdred  and 
a  hundred  men,  who  were  polled  twenty-fevcn  privates;  among  the 
on  an  eminence,  about  20  rods  from  officers  were  three  Majors,  viz.  Stew- 
the  ferry,  and  commanded  by  M;:jor  ard,  Tillard,  and  Woodfon.  From 
Steward  and  iViajor  'Tiilard.  'I'iie  tliem  we  took  eleven  oincers,  among 
enemy  being  lb  iiiperior  in  number,  which  were  two  Colonels  j  we  took 
prefied  on  boldly,  expetiting  to  receive  a  hundred  and  thirty  privates,  and 
no  oppcfitiou  from  lb  fmail  a  party  ;  tvyeaty-eight  Tories.  We  muft  have 
but  in  this  they  were  much  deceived  j  killed  and  wounded  for  them  at  leaH 
then- oScers  drew  them  up,  and  gave  four  hundred,  befides  the  injury  we 
the  enemy  lb  w.irni  a  rcceptio,;,  that  did  them,  in  dellroying  theij-  liores 
they  were  various  times  driven  back  'and  vcfTels,  and  bringing  off  their 
in  the  greateil:  confiifion.  They  find-  arms  and  baggage,  with  a  great  nam- 
ing the  enemy  were  about  to  fur-  bcr  of  cattle.  My  officers  and  men, 
round  them,  retired  to  an  eminence  through  the  whole,  behaved  with 
about  thirty  rods  in  the  renr,  and  great  Ipirit.  Colonel  Ogden  and  his 
after  fome  time  to  another,  about  party  behaved  with  equal  bravery, 
ten  rods  more,  where  they  niair.tained  The  'Colonel  gives  them  a  very  high, 
their  ground  with  great  valour,  ti  1  ^"d  1  dare  lay  a  deferved.  good 
their  ammunition  was  all  Ipcnt,  and  charatler :  he  defires  me  particularly 
then  finding  that  the  boats  kept  in  to  mention  Lieutenant-colonel  Bar- 
the  river  v^ithout  coming  over,  and  ber,  who  diftinguilhed  himfelf  as  an 
that  there  was  no  profpecl  of  getting  oiiiccr  and  foldier.  Mr,  Williams 
off.  Major  St;;ward,  with  about  forty  {^  volunteer)  and  Mr.  Brown,  Cor- 
more  iurrendered  prifoners  of  war,  i^ct  ot  Captiin  Barneil's  company 
the  reft  went,  fome  to  Amboy,  where  ot  horic,  diltingui'.hed  themfelves  by 
I  fent  perlbns  to  bring  them  over,  the;r  IpuHt  ana  activity.  I  ihoald. 
others  fvvam  the  river,  and  landed  do  injuiiice  to  Mr.  Brown,  if  I  did 
Ihfe  on  the  oppontc  fncrc.  Had  tlie  "Ot  mention  the  zeal  and  adivity  he 
boatmen  done  their  duty,  not  a  man  tl  Icovered  in  procuring  boati,  and 
of  them  would  have  been  loft;. but  making  preparation.s  for  the  troops 
the  enemy  bringing  a  field  piece  and  to  crols.  After  having  glve;i  Con- 
a  howitzer  to  play  upon  the  Vv'atcr,  grefs  an  account  of  the  brave  and 
they  were  lo  much  Irightened,  that  Ipirited  oppofition  made  by  Majors 
.1  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  come  'iih'ard  and  Steward,  with  their 
toone  fide  or  the  other  of  the  v.alcr.  Im-JI  party  againft  fiicii  fupericr 
I  ordered  my  men  to  £re  upon  them  number,  k  would  be  necdlefs  fur  me 
to  dri\c  tliern  over,  but  it  only  caufeu  to  ;ay  any  tiling  more  in  their  fa- 
them   to    row   up    toward    Amboy.  vour. 

We    fnould    have    fufitncd    nothing  "  i  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

more,    had  not    ibme  cf    the   nxen  with  much  eitee.Ti,  your  moll  obedi- 

evaded  the  vigilance  of  their  officers,  enc  iervant, 
and  were  taken  or  killed  by  the  ene- 
my.    In  the  morning  of  our  landing. 


r.'iajor  Pov.el,  Captain  Heron,  and 
Lieutenant  Hall,  three  brave  officers, 
were  taken  cr  killed  bv  the  eneinv, 
as  they  tanued  in  rear,  to  bring  up 
the  men.  We  had  in  the  courfe  cf 
the  day  ten  killed  and  fifteen  wound- 
ed.    Mr.  Skmner  fent.me  an  ;iCcoua: 


"  JOHX    SULLJVAN." 

To  :.WHc».jotiN  Hancoc.'c,  £/^. 


PubliHicd    by  order  of  Con- 
,  grels, 

Charles  THOMPso^■J 

Secretary. 

In 
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Til  Co)2grefsy  Oct.  14,   1777. 

"VVhereay  the  Britifh  nation  have 
received  into  their  ports,  and  con- 
Jemiicd  as  Lawftl  prizes,  Teveral  vef- 
fels,  and  their  cargoes,  belonging  to 
thefc  States,  v/hich  the  mafiers  and 
mariners,  in  breach  of  tiie  truft  and 
conHdence  repofcd  in  them,  have  be- 
trayed, and  delivered  to  the  ofRcers 
of  the  Britilh  Crown. 

Refolved,  therefore,  that  any  vef- 
fe!  or  cargo,  the  property  of  any  Bri- 
tifli  fubjetft,  not  an  inhabitant  of 
Btrinud;!,  or  any  of  the  Bahama 
iJhmds,  brought  into  any  of  the  ports 
or  harbours  of  any  of  thefe  United 
States,  by  the  niaflcr  or  mariners, 
ihall  be  judged  lawful  prize,  and  di- 
\ic'ed  among  the  captors,  in  the  fime 
proportion  as  if  taken  by  any  Conti- 
nental vcilel  of  war. 

Extraifl  from  the  Minutes, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

Mandny,   OFiohr  27,   1777. 

In  Cc77grrjs,   September  10,    1777. 

Jlefolvcd,  That  the  intercil  which, 
{hall  arife,  after  the  date  of  this  re(b- 
lution,  on  Loan  Office  Certificates, 
already  iiTued,  or  which  Ihall  be  if- 
fued  before  the  firft  day  of  March 
next,  be  annually  paid  at  the  relpec- 
tlve  Loan  Offices  h:  Bills  nf  Exchmtge 
en  the  Co?nmjj]ioners  of  the  Vv.ited 
States  in  Paris,  at  the  rate  of fi-vs 
tinires  of  France  for  e'very  Spanijb 
milled  dollar  due  far  interejl  as  afcre- 
faid,  or  in  Continental  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit, at  the  option  of  the  rerpcclive 
lenders.      By  order  of  Congreis, 

John  Hancock,  Preiident. 
[It  has  been  long  notorious,  that 
the  Courts  France  and  Spain  have 
fupplied  the  Colonies,  with  arms, 
cir.mv.nition,  artillery,  cloaihin'^,  tS'r. 
The  above  extraordinary  relbluticn  of 
Congrefs,  demonllrates,  that  the  Co- 
lonics uxc  fuhfdiz.rd  bv  thefe  Courts ; 
and  that  beiiig  thus  fecure  of  havin'g 
the  interell  of  their,  public  debt  dil- 
charged  in  Euilope,  they  can  want 
no  other  affiilaike  for  the  elhbiilh- 
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ment  of  their   Independence,  and  the 
folidity  of  their  national  credit.] 

The  folloi'ting  extraSl  fom.  Go^oernor 
PowNALi.>  Journal,  nvas  fumijh- 
ed  by  a  friend ^  vjho  obtained  the 
Go--vernors  permijfon  to  hn-ue  it  in- 
fer ted  i?i  this  nvork. 

[It  muit  be  obfer\cd,'  this  Jouniai 
was  made  three'  and  twenty  years 
ago — Moft  likely  there  are  many 
alte.f-ations  in  the  Jtate  of  the  fectle- 
mcnt  of  the  country  firice  that 
time;  but  the  locality  remains  as 
it  then  w.i.r..  ] 

Road  from  Philadelphia  to  Jf  right'' t 
■■  Ferry,   on  the  Ri<ver  Sufquahanna, 

From  Philadelphia  to  Coaltus- 
ftrry,  over  the  Schilylkill,  one  mile 
three  quarters,  and  fifty-two  perches. 

All  the  plans  of  Philadelphia  re- 
prefent  it  as  extending  from  the 
River  Delaware  to  the  Schuylkill. 
This  Vv'as,  indeed,  the  original  plan 
laid  down  on  paper,  and  held  out  to 
the  firil  fetilers  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that 
Mr.  Penn  fold  many  of  the  lots  on 
the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  almoll  as 
dear  as  thofe  on  the  Banks  of  the 
River  Delaware.  That  this  town 
iliould  ever  ha\'e  fuch  extent  is  almoll 
irapoffible  ;  it  does  not  extend  one 
third  of  the  way  :  thofe,  therefore, 
who  bought  thefe  lots  on  fueculation  / 
were  much  deceived. 

Another  idea  in  the  plan  of  this 
town  v/as,  tliat  Front-itreet,  next  the 
Delaware,  fhould  have  no  houfes  im- 
mediately tm  the  bank,  but  a  para- 
pet :  the  banks  afe  pretty  high,  and 
had  a  large  beach  at  rhe  foot  of  them. 
After  the  fifll  fettlers  had  bought 
thefe  lots  in  Front-il:reer,  it  was 
found  more  convenient  for  the  mer*- 
chants  and  ti*ader3  to  build  their ^ 
v^arehoufes,  and  even  dwelling- 
houfes,  on  the  beach  below,  v.^hich 
they  wharfed  out.  This  pan-  of  the 
foil  was  not  fold  ;  fcveral  took  long 
leafes ;  and  this  became  a  ftreet  of  the 
dwelling-houfes,  oic^  of  all  the  prin- 

ci  al 
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cipivl  rAerchants  and  lich  rnen  of  bu-  I  ever  faw  ;  and  the  oars  with  whicji 

-fineis,  ai^d  was  called  Water-llreet.  they  are  rowed  over,  riggod  out  in  a 

;A  prodigiour.  advantage  arole  to  Mr.  manner  the  moll   handy  that  can   be 

Penn's  cllate  upon  the  old  long  leafcs  deviled;    they  are   lixcd  in'  an  iron 

falling  in.   ■  T  lie  llreet  on  the  top  of  fork,  Co   as  to  have  a  perpendlcuhir 

the  bank,  however,  keeps  its  origi-  motion,  and  they  are  loaded  towaids 

nal  nam;, 'andis  call-cd  Fronc-ftreet.  the  hand,    fo  as    to    be   nearly  bal- 

The  ftreet  behind  it,  running  paral-  lanced,  leaving,    however,    the  fea- 

lel  to  it,  is  called  Sccond-ilreet ;  the  ther  of  the  oar  rather  the  more  heavy; 


hext,"  Third -flreet,  and  fo  on.  The 
ilreets  which  run  acrofs  thefe,  at 
right  angles,  take  their  namec  from 
different  trees,  as  Pine-llreet,  <Jhef- 
But-ftreet,  ar.d  fo  on.  At  this  day 
there  are  remaining  in  Ibme  of  the 


this  fork  is  fixed  on  a  pviOt,  in  the 
gunwale  of  the  boat,  by  which  tiiic 
oar  has  free  h-orizontal  motion.  By 
this  fimple  contrivance  of  mccha- 
nifm,  a  very  flight  boy  c;tn  m^nr.ge 
d  pair  of  large  heavy  o.irs>  and  row 

ftreets,  the  flumps  or  roots  of  ibm.e  of    over  a  large  ferry-boat. 

the  original -Pine-trees.     Front-ilreit         FrOm  Coultu.s-ferry 


ftretches '  further  along  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware  than  as  defigned  by  the 
original  plan  ;  the  other  ilreets  are 
more   and  more  defalcated   of  their 


Shadling,  to  the  Black  Horfe,  four 
miles  and  a  quarter,  and  twenty- 
one  perches. 

Meeting-houfe,  a  mile  and  a  quar- 


length,  fo  that  the  fhapeof  the  town  ter,  and  twenty-nine  perches. 
at  prefent  is  that  of  a  femi-oval.     It         Richard  Hughs,  the  Three  Tuns, 

h  built  upon  a  point  of  Lmd  formed  two  miles  and  a  half,  and  fifty-threa 

by  the  confluence  of  the    Delaware  perches. 


and  Schuylkill  Rivers,  and  ilandsia 
few  miles  above  that  confluence,  and 
the  fcite  of  it  is  that  of  a  dead  flat. 
The  two  rivers  have  formed,  by  the 
ibil  which  they  bring  down  mixing 
with  the  flit  which  the  tide  brings 
lip,  a  low  fwampy  ifland,  called 
Mud  IHand,  at  their  confluence. 
The  number  *  of  inhabitants  in  Phi- 
ladelphia now,  1755,  about  20,000. 
The  houfes  are  all  of  brick  ;  the 
fronts  of  them  precifely  fuch  as  thofe 
in  Che;!pfide,  LiOndon  ;  a  pent  over 


Ann  Millar's,  the  Buck,  one  mile 
and'  fixty-two  perches. 

Richard  Berry's,  the  Plough,  two 
miles  and  three  quarters,  and  fix 
perches. ■ 

The  Bull,  — —  Byer's,  five  miles 
and  a  Iialf,    and  twenty- nine  perches. 

J  The  Vernon,  G.  Afhton's,  three 
miles  and  ?  quarter,  and  fixty  perches. 

At  the  IMough  is  a  new  tavern  jufc 
fet  up,  the  Unicorn.  A  mile  well 
of  this,  the  road  runs  up  the  fouth 
mountain   of  the   valley,    and  goes 


the  bafe  flory,  and  ibops,  and  a  little  along  the  ridge  of  it  until  it  defcends 

flip  of  a  window  to  light  a  clofet  by  into  the  valley  at  the  Vernon's  Head, 

the  fide  of -t-he  chimnies.     On  each  The  road  from  the  ferry  to  the  Ver- 

fide  the  flreets  there  is  a  trottoir  pav-  non   runs    inceflantly    up    hill    and 

ed  with  brick :  the  ilreets  are  f  not  dovv-n,    and    through    woods    (Oak, 

yet  paved,  but  formed  with  gravel.  Hickory,  Chefnut)  all   the  way,  ex- 

as  were  the  great  Ilreets  ef  London  cept  here  and  there  a  plantation,  'and 

about  200  years  ago.  the  beginnings  of  others.    The  whole 

The    ferry-boats     at    Schuylkill,  laud  here  is  poffclfed  by  f.ttlers,  but 

(about  a  mile  and  three  quarters  from  not  fully  cultivated,  bccauie  the  fet- 

Philadelphia)  are  the  moll  convenient  tiers   have  all  bought  large  traa:s  oii 

*  In  1770  neir  30,000.  -j-  They  have  been  paved  fince  this  Journal  w.i;  wrictf-n. 

%  This  fign  was  criginaKjr  that  of  Admlril  V^ern.n,  but   hith  bstn  regenerated,  and  is 
new  the  Admiral  Warren. 

fpf  CuIatJon  ; 
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fpeculation  ;  the  foil  I\!;ht,  and  ratner 
flony  ;  th.e  face  of  the  country  like  a 
large  rolling  fea. 

To  the  ^^'hite  Hcri'::,  HaLmbright's, 
two  miles  and  three  quarters,  .'irid 
feveniy-two  perches. 

To  the  Ship,  Thomas  Park!>, 
eight  miles  and  a  quarter,  and  twelve 
perclies . 

At  the  Vernon's,  or  V/arren's, 
Head,  the  road  defcends  the  fouth, 
mountain  into  the  valley,  and  then 
runs  along  the  valley  W,  a  little  fou- 
therly,  twelve  miles.  I'his  is  a  nar- 
row valley,  but  a  moll  pleafing.  land- 
scape ;  a  little  brook  runs  through  it, 
which  falls  into  the  Schuylkill  at 
Swede's-ford.  The  valley,  fully  fet- 
tk"d  and  cultivated,  every  farmer  has 
a  lime-kiln  for  manure,  or  drefiing, 
to  his  land ;  they  raife  chiefly  wheat. 
The  farm-houfes  all  with  fafli-win- 
dows,  and  bufked  up  on  each  fide 
with  peach  and  apple  orchards,  and 
furrounded  on  all  fides  with  every 
thing  that  looks  like  a  man's  own  bu- 
fineis  being  done  there.  The  farms 
are  fuch  as  yeomanry,  not  tenants, 
dwell  in.  The  lands  fell  in  the  farm 
at  about  f.^  per  acre  for  the  free- 
hold :  lands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
North  Mountain  of  this  valley,  fell  at 
about  jr.3  per  acre  in  the  farm.  Ex- 
cept round  the  houfes  in  the  bofcm 
of  the  vale,  the  fettlements  not  v.'cil 
cleared ;  the  caufe  is,  broken  land, 
and  large  trads.  The  fides  of  the 
two  mountains,  which  enclofe  this 
vale,  are  co\'ered  with  woods.  The 
ipecies  as  before. 

To  the  Waggon,  James  Way's,  fix 
miles  and  a  half,  and  twelve  perches. 
From  the  Ship  to  the  Tun,  by  the 
"Waggon  Tavern,  the  r^ad  pafTes 
over  the  North  Mountain  of  die  \  al- 
ley, N.  W.  it  rifes  by  three  ridges, 
between  each  of  which  there  is  a  val- 
ley, each  having  a  run  of  water 
through  it.  [To  the  Tun,  John 
Miliar's,  fix  miles  and  fixty-four 
perches.]  The  firft  ridge  is  the'leaft; 
the  fccond   and  third,    each  bijrcer 


than  the  former :  broken  land,  oak, 
chefnut,  and  hickory.  'I'he  read 
does  not  get  quite  clear  of  tlie  moun- 
tain till  it  comes  to  the  Sun.  [To 
the'  Hat,  Widow  Caldwell's,  fix 
miles,  and  a  quarter,  and  twelve 
perches.]  I  could  not  ride  this  laft 
thirteen  miles  with  eafe  under  three 
hours.  I  experienced  the  fame  on 
my  return  as  in  going.  The  road 
runs  thence  .wellerly  0  er  very  hilly 
land  to  the  Widow  Caldwell's,' at  the 
H^t ;  yet  all  this  hilly  country  h  but 
a  vale  enclofed  by  the  valley  moun- 
tain on  the  left,  and  the  Welch 
mountains  on  the  right,  but  widens 
to  the  well.  From  hence  to  Conef- 
toga-creek,  pretty  level,  and  (o  to 
Lancafter. 

To  the  Red  Lion,  Jofeph  Steers, 
fix  miles  and  a  half,  and  fifty-four 
perches. 

To  Coneftoga-creck,  four  miles. 

To  LaucaifL^r,  one  miie  and  three 
quarters,  and  thirty  perches. 

Lancailer,  a  pretty  confiderable 
town,  encreafing  {?A,  and  growing 
rich ;  a  manufidory  here  of  faddles 
and  pack-faddles,  alfo  of  guns ;  a 
very  confiderable  llage-town,  in  the 
way,  by  tv/o  roads,  to  the  back-road 
and  Indian  country ;  about  500 
houfes. 

To  Mr.  Wright's  Ferry,  at  the 
Sufquahaniia  River,  ten  miles. 

Tlie  river  wide,  one  mile  and 
twch'e  perclics. 

Between  Lancafter  and  Mr. 
Wright's,  I  faw  one  of  the  fineft  farms 
one  can  conceive,  and  in  the  highell 
culture,  particularly  one  that  was 
the  ellate  of  a  Switzer-.  Here  it  was 
that  1  firft  faw  the  method  of  water- 
ing a  whole  range  of  paftures  and 
meadows,  on  a  hill  fide,  by  little 
troughs  •  cut  in  the  fide  of  the  hill, 
along  which  the  water,  from  iprings, 
was  conduced,  fo  as  that  wliea  the 
out-let  of  thofe  trouo-hs  were  fto;-ined 
at  the  end,  the- water  ran  over  the 
fides,  and  watered  all  the  ground  be- 
tween that  and  the  trough  next  below 
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It,  \  dare  fay  this  method,  may  be 
in  ufe  in  England,  I  never  faw  it 
there,  but  faw  it  here  firft. 

At  Lancafter  the  road  dindes. 
There  is  another  road  which  goes  by 
Harris's  Ferry  over  the  fame  riier, 
but  much  higher  to  the  northwaid. 

To  Scott's;  nine  miles. 

At  abo'-it  three  miles,  the  road 
crofTes  X.ittle  Con'Sltoga-creek ;  and 
at  about  four  more,  poes  over  a 
fteep  fhr.rp  ridge.  Hence,  between 
Hughes  and  Sample's,  the  road  pafles 
Qver  a  fharp  high  ridge,  on  the 
N.  W.   fide  of  which,  at  the   foot, 
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pers,  or  Dimplers,  gre  a  flrange  fet 
of  Proteflant  regulars. 

To  Biar's  mill,  five  miles. 

To  Lardis's,  three  mil«s. 

To  the  Three  Tuns,  three  miles. 

This  Hands  on  a  branch  of  the  Cq- 
neltoga,  called  Middle-creek. 

Here  the  road  coming  from  Lan- 
cafter divides  into  three. 

To  Lancafter,  two  miles. 


W.    the    Conewago-creek. 


thefe  ridges. 


the  land  very 


Tuns  S. 
Between 
■hilly. 

To  Bayley's,  farce  miles. 

To  Hughes's,  four  miles. 

To  Sample's,  four  miles. 

To  the  Swatara-creek,  three  miles - 
'  To  Taylor's,  three  miles. 

To  Harris's  Ferry,  eight  miles. 

There  is  another  great  road,  which 
goes  from  Philadelphia  to  the  fame 
ferry,  but  keeps  on  the  N.  E.  frde 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  runs  through 
German-town,  &c.  to  P.^ading  ;  but 


Road  from   Philadelphia  through  tht 

Lo^Mer   Counties,   and  Maryland  to 

Alexandria^  on  the  Potomack  River , 

in  Virginia, 

To  the  Lower  Ferry,  ov€;r  the 
Schuylkill,  four  miles. 

To  Derby,  three  miles 

Derby  looks  very  pretty,  feen 
from  off  any  of  the  hills  round  about 
it,  for  it  ftands  in  a  bottom,  fur 
rounded  with  hills.  The  houfes, 
built  in  one  ftreet,  all  ftand  in  this 
bottom,  and  the  fides  of  the  hiUs  »fe 
covered  with  houfes  and  farms. 

To  Chefter,  nine  miles. 

Some  very  good  farms  betwixt  this 
and  Chefter.  Chefter  ftands  clofe 
upon   the  Delaware j    employs  no- 


in  this  road  I  have  not  yetgohe  upon     thing  butfome  ftialloops,  anda.fchoo- 
furtherthan  Norrington.     There  is     ner  or  two 


a  crcfs  road  on  the  N.  W.  ftde  of  the 
WeJch  Mountains,  the  Flying  and 
Oley  Hills,  which  going  from  Lan- 
cafter to  Reading,    chiefly   through 


the  vale  of  Coneftoga-creek,  opens  a     people  fay. 


To  Chichefter  and  Marcus-hook, 
three  miles. 

A  good  pretty  village ;  a  place  fa- 
mous   for    cyder,    as    the    country 


communication  between  thofe  two 
great  roads.  The  ftages  of  which  are. 

From  Reading  to  Sinking-fpring, 
■four  miles. 

To  Coccei&ng-creek,  a  fmall 
branch,  three  miles. 

To  the  main  branch,  one  mile. 

To  KifTmger's,  three  miles. 

Hers  the  road  goes  over  high 
Tidges. 

To  Cocolico-Creek,  one  mile. 

To  Donkcr's-town,  Ephrata,  at 
the  mill,  feven  miles. 

This  is  a  branch  of  the  great  Co- 
neftoga-creek. 

Thefe  people,  called  Donkers  Doo- 


To  Wilmington,  eleven  miles 
Wilmington  is  built  on  the  fide  of 
a  hill  on  Chriftina-creek,  and  waj, 
when  firft  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  call- 
ed Chriftina.  It  is  a  regular  well 
built  town  ;  but  not  trade  enough 
here  to  draw  together  a  fufficient 
number  of  people  to  compleat  it  to 
ks  plan.  It  forms  a  very  delightful 
profpefl,  feen  from  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  river;  the  ftreets  lying  in  pa- 
rallel lines,  one  below  another,  on 
the  defcent  of  the  hill.  Ships  and 
large  veffels  come  up  to  the  town ; 
fhalloops,  &c.  as  high  as  Chriftin- 
bridge ;  a  feny  hwe. 
Qjl  cj  The 
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*rhe  lands  lying  ntnr  the  Delaware 
River,  and  on.  the  banks  of  the  rivers 
and  creeks,  are  very  fine  meadov/ 
lands.  The  lands  between  thefe,  hilly, 
gullied  all  the  way,  and  in  fome 
places  very  ftony. 

To  Newcaftle,  fix  Tnlles. 

From  hence  to  Newcallle  more, 
level. 

To  Weather fpools,  20  miles. 

In  Maryland,  level  kind  all  the  way. 

To  Frederick's-town,  twelve  miles. 

Gn  Safiafras  River,  level. 

To  New-town  Qr.ChcUer,  eighteen 
miles. 

The  country  well  fettled,  and  ex- 
cellent farms  all  the  way. 

To  Docking  Tavern,  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles. 

This  lies  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Chefa- 
yeak-bay. 

To  the  Bay-fide  or  ferry,  14  miles. 

This  called  the  Narrows — Here 
begin  the  plantations  cf  Tobacco. 

Acrofs  Kent  Ifiand,  feven  miles. 

This  all  a  fiat,  chiefly  pine-lands. 

Acrofs  the  Bay,  a  ferry  to  Anna- 
polis, twelve  miles. 

From  Annapolis  to  Queen  Ann's- 
town,  on  the  river  Patuxent,  thirteen 
miles. 

To  Mr.  Rofier's»  on  the  banks  of 
the  River  Potom.ack,  between  twenty 
and  thirty  miles.' 

Annapolis  is,  the.  metroplis  of  Ma- 
ryland ;  it  is  fituated  on  the  Jide  of  a 
fandy  hill,  in  a  little  bay,  within  the 
■  main   bay.     It  is  faid,  that  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  town  was  laid  in 
circular  ftreets,  with  crofs  ilreets  run- 
ning from  the  centre  like  radii.  The 
State  Houfe,  Governor's  Houfe,  Af- 
iembly.    Courts,    &c.    were  to  have 
formed  the  centre,  at  the  top   of  the  • 
hill,    witli    concentral    Ilreets    going 
round  the  hill  ;  but  the  town  is  far 
.from   being   compleat,    nor   do   the 
traces  of  fuch  a  plan  appear  in  what 
is    built ;  it  makes   a  verV  irregular 
appearance,  and  is  in  fize  and  form 
but  a  very  poor  town.    In  Ihort,  both 
Maryland  and  Yixginia  jue   fo  cut 


by  creeks  send  rivers,  that  almoU 
every  farm  lies  on  fome  creek,  or  on 
the  bay,  with  water  carriage  even  for 
ftips  up  its  yard.  In  confequence 
of  t]\is,  there  is  not,  nor  ever  will 
be,  in  thofe  parts,  any  one  confider- 
able  port  or  town,  but  numbers  of 
little  ones,  unlefs  Alexandria,  which 
has  been  fettled  about  two  j^ears,  and 
is  fituated  at  the  feet  of  the  great 
falls  of  Potmack  River,  at  the  head 
cf  Marine  Natrigation,  up  to  v/hich  a 
twenty  gun  fhip  of  war  may  come, 
(there  are  now  two  there)  Ihould  upon 
the  fettling  the  back  countries,  be- 
come a  barcadore  and  port  to  them. 
Alexandria  has  at  prefent  one  exceed- 
ing good  houfe  of  Lord  Fairfax's, 
and  about  fixty  or  feventy  others  ;  it 
has  alfo  a  Court  Houfe. 


General  Washington    io    Central 
Howe. 
Nevj-Jerfej,  July  16,    1777. 
"   Sir, 
*'   The    fortune    of  war    having 
•thrown  Major-general    Prefeot    into 
our  hands,  I  beg  leave  to  propofe  his 
exciiange    for     Major-general    Lee. 
;  This  propof.tion  being  agreeable  to 
.  the    letter  and   fpirit   of  agreement 
fubfilling  between  us,  will,  I  hope, 
have   your  approbation.     I   am  the 
more  induced  to  expecl  it,  as.  it  will 
not  only  remove  ihe  ground  of  con- 
troverfy  between  us,  but  in  its  con- 
fequences  eJfetl;  the  cxcliaage  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel  Campbell,    and    the 
Heflian    Field    OfHcers,    for   a  like 
number  of  men  of  equal  rank  in  your 
pofieffion.     ■ 

"  1  Ihall  be  obliged  by  your'  anfwer 
upon  the  fubjeft,  afliiring  you,  that 
Maior-feneral  Prelcot  Ihall  be  fent 
in,  if  the  propofed  exchange  Ihall  be 
acceded  to,  •  either  on  the  previous  ra- 
leafement  of  General  Lee,  on  your 
promife  that  the  fame  Ihall  imme- 
diately take  place  on  General  Fref- 
cot's  return. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

*'  G.  Washington." 
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Fljh-klll,  Sept.  4. 
ExtraSl  of  a  letter  fnm  Wilmington, 
Aug.  26. 
*•  The  enemy  have  landed  about 
two  thoufand  men,  and  are  within 
four  miles  of  the  head  of  the  Elk ; 
they  aft  with  caution,  even- to  timi- 
dity. 

"  His  Excellency  is  gone  out  to  - 
reconnoitre  the  country  near  them, 
with  three  regiments  of  horfe ;  to- 
morrow we  iliail  take  our  ftations,  fo 
as  to  aft  againii:  them  ;  their  horfes 
are  dying  f^ift,  nine  have  floated  on 
fhore  within  the  fpace  of  a  mile. 

"  On  the  encmv's  fcet  appearing 
oft'  Baltimore,  the  dilaffefted  inha- 
bitants were  all  feized  and  fent  under 
a  Arong  guard  to  Frederick-town." 
By  his  Excellency  Tho.ma,s  John- 
son, E/q.  Go'uernor  of  the  State 
of  Maryland. 

PROCLAMATION. 
■  This  State  being  now  aftually  in- 
vaded i>v  a  formidable  land  and  fea- 
force,  and  the  enemy,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, defigni^ig  to  land  fomewhere 
near  the  head  of  this  bay,  I  have,  in 
order  to  colleft  a  body  of  militia,  to 
be  ready  to  aft  with  the  Continental 
army,  which  may  foon  be  expefted 
to  meet  the  enemy,  thought  proper 
to  iflue  this  my  Proclamation,  hereby 
requiring  and  commanding  the  county 
Lieutenants,  the  Field  and  other  pro- 
per officers  of  the  militia  of  the  Wef- 
tern  fliore  of  this  State,  immediately 
to  march  at  leail  two  full  companies 
Off  each  battalion  of  the  militia  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Sufquahanna 
River,  in  Cecil  and  Hartford  coun- 
ties, where  they  ihall  receive  orders. 
To  defend  our  liberties,  requires  our 
exertions ;  our  wives,  our  children, 
'and  our  country  implore  our  aiTiil- 
ance ;  motives  amply  fufficient  to 
arm  every  one  who  can  be  called  a 
man 

Given  at  Annapolis  this  zsd  day 
of  Augvift,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1777/ 

T.    loHKSON. 
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Head-Barters^  September  26,  1777. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 
The  public  bufniiefs  having  fo  en- 
tirely engaged  the  attention  of  the 
General,  that  he  has  not  been  pro- 
perly at  leifurc  to  return  his  grateful 
thanks  to  General  Poor's  and  Gene- 
ral Learned's  briorades. — To  the  re- 
giment  of  riflemen,  to  the  corps  of 
light  infantry,  and  to  Col.  Marfiiall's 
regiment,  for  their  valiant  behaviour 
in  the  aftion  of  the  19th  inflant, 
which  will  for  ever  eilablifli  and  con- 
firm the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the 
United  States.  Notwithilanding  the 
General  has  been  fo  late  in  giving 
this  public  mark  of  honour  and  ap- 
plauie  to  the  brave  men,  whofe  va- 
lour has  {o  eminently  fcrved  their 
country,  he  afl'ures  them  the  jufl 
praife  he  immediately  gave  to  the 
Honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
grefs,  will  remain  a  lailing  record  of 
their  honour  and  renowu. 

"Siy  the  account  of  t!ie  enemy,  hy 
their  embarrafled  drcumftances,  bjT 
rhe  defperate  fltuatiou  of  their  affairs, 
it  is  evident  they  muil  endeavour,  by 
one  rafli  ftroke,  to  regain  all  they 
have  loft. — That  failing,  their  utter 
ruin  is  inevitable. — The  General 
therefore  intreats  his  valiant  army, 
that  they  will,  by  the  exaftnefs  of 
their  difcipline,  by  the  ale^tnefs  to 
fly  to  their  arms  on  all  occafions,  and 
particularly  by  their  caution  not  to 
be  furpri'zed,  fecure  that  viftory 
which  Almighty  Providence  (if  they 
deferve  it)  will  blefs  their  labours 
with. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington to  Ccngrejs- 
Camp  near  Penibacka-^s  Mill,  OSl.  5, 

1777- 
Sir, 

Having  received  intelligence  thro* 
two  intercepted  letters,  that  General 
Howe  had  detached  a  part  of  his 
force  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
Billings  Fort,  and  the  forts  on  Dela^ 
ware,  I  communicated  the  accounts 
to   my  General   Otiicers,  who  were 

Q^q  q  2  unanimoufly 
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unanlmoiifly  of  opinion,  that  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  offered  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  troops,  which  were 
at  and  near  German-town.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly agreed,  that  it  fhould  take 
place  yefterday  morning,  and  the  fol- 
lowing difpofitions  were  made  :  the 
divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne, 
ilanked  by  Conway's  brigade,  were 
to  enter  the  town  by  the  way  of  Chef- 
neth-hill,  while  General  Arraftrong, 
with  the  Pennfylvania  militia,  fliould 
fall  down  the  Manatawney  road  by 
Vandeoringa-mills,  and  get  upon  the 
enemy's  left  and  rear.  The  diviflons 
of  Green  and  Stephens,  flanked  by 
M'Dougal's  brigade,  were  to  enter 
by  taking  a  circuit  by  way  of  the 
Lime-kiln-road,  at  the  Market- 
iioufes,  and  to  attack  their  right 
wing,  and  the  militia  of  Maryland 
and  Jerfey,  under  Generals  Small- 
wood  and  Freeman,  were  to  march 
by  the  Old  York-road,  and  fall  upon 
the  rear  of  the  right.  Lord  Stirling, 
with  Nafti  and  Maxwell's  brigades, 
were  to  form  a  corps  de  referve.  We 
marched  about  feven  o'clock  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  General  Sulli- 
yan's  advanced  party,  drawn  from 
Conway's  brigade,  attacked  their 
picquet  at  Mount  Ring,  at  Mr.  Al- 
lan's houfe,  about  fun-rife  the  next 
morning,  which  prefently  gave  way, 
s-nd  his  main  body,  coniiftiug  of  the 
right  wing,  following  foon,  engaged 
the  light  infantry  and  other  troops 
encamped  near  the  picquet,  which 
they  forced  from  the  ground,  leaving 
their  baggage.  They  retreated  a 
ccnfiderable  diflance,  having  previ- 
oufly  thrown  a  party  into  Mr.  Chew's 
houfe,  who  were  in  a  fituation  not 
to  be  eafily  forced,  and  had  it  in 
tneir  power,  from  the  windows,  to 
give  us  no  fmall  annoyance,  and  in  a 
great  meafure  to  obftrudl  our  advance. 
The  attack  from  ouj-  left  column 
under  General  Green  began  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour'  after  that 
from  the  right,  and  was  fbir  fome 
time    equally    uiccefsful.        But    I 


cannot  enter  upon  the  particulars  of 
what  happened  in  that  quarter,  as 
I  am  not  yet  informed  of  •  them 
with  fufficient  certainty  and  pre- 
cifion.  ■  "         /     ■ 

The  morning  was  extresiely  foggy, 
v/hich  prevented  our  im-p~rcnng  the 
advantages  we  gained  fo  well  as  wi? 
otherwife  fliould  have  done.  This 
circumflance,  by  concealing  from  us 
the  true  fituation  of  the  enemy, 
obliged  us  to  aft  with  more  caution, 
and  iefs  expedition  than  we  could  have 
wilhedj  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to 
recover  from  the  effefts  of  our  firft 
impreffion  j  ar^d  what  was  Ulii  m.ore 
unfortunate,  it  ferved  to  keep  ouf 
different  parties  in  ignorance  of  each 
others  movements,  and  hindered  their 
afting  in  concert. .  It  alfo  occafioned 
them  to  miftake  oue  another  for  the 
'enemy,  which  I  bslidve'more  than 
any  thing  elfe  contributed  to  the  mis. 
fortune  Vv'hich  enfued.  In  the  midft 
of  thfc  mqft  promifing  appearances, 
when  every  thing  gave  the  moll  flat'^ 
tering  hopes  of  a  vi6lory,  the  troops 
began  fuddenly  to  retreat,  and  en- 
tirely left  the  field,  in  fpite  of  every 
effort  that  could  be  made  to  rally 
them.       ■        '  1 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faidj 
the  day  was  rather  unfortunate  than 
injurious.  We  fuftained' no  material 
lofs  of  men,  and  brought  off  all  our 
artillery,  except  one  pierce,  which 
was  difmounted.  The  enemy  are  no- 
thing the  better  by  the  event;  and 
our  troops,  who  are  not  the  leafl:  dif- 
pirited  by  it,  have  gained  what  all 
young  troops  gain  by  being  in  aftion. 
We  have  had,  however,  feveral  va- 
luable officers  killed  and  wounded, 
particularly  the  latter— General  Natli 
is  among  the  wounded,  and  his  life 
is  dcfpaired  of.  As  foon  as  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  obtain  a  return  of  our  lofs,  I 
will  tranfmit  it. 

In  juftice  to  General  Sullivan,  and 
the  whole  right  wing  of  the  army, 
v/hofe  conduft  I  had  an  opportunity 
ofqbferving,  as  they  aded  immedi- 
ately 
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aceiy  under  my  e^/e,  I  have  the  plea-  Ifland  regiments  arc  ordered  to  Rc(Jl 

fure  to  inform  you,  botli  officers  and  Bank  on  Delaware,  near  the  chevaux 

men  behaved  with  a  degree  of  gal-  de  frife,  and  leave  us   this  evening, 

lantry  that  did  them  the  higheft  ho-  The  exprefs  waits.     I  am  with  cora- 

•ziour.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  pliments  to  the  General,  &c. 
With  great  refpefl,  Your's,  £:c. 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant,  Jed.   Hitntington, 

George  Washington.  Brigadier-o-eneral. 


P.  S,  The  cannon  mentioned  above, 
has  fmce  been  brought  in  a  waggon 
•to  camp. 


To  Col  Root. 


Nenu-Win(f/o7-,   October  1 1 ,    1 7 7  7 - 

Dear  General^ 
In  confbquence  of  a  fevere  dofe  of 
tartar  emetic,  which  I  ordered  to  be 
given  the  fpy,  I  have  in  my  poiTef- 
iion  a  fmall  filver  bullet,  from  which 
T  have  taken  a  letter  from  Clinton  to 
jBurgoyne,  of  which  the  inclofed  is  an 
isxa(5l  copy. 
With  elleem,  I  am,  dear  General, 
*     Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Tfl  G^«^r«/ Putnam. 

Copy  /ent  n,'jith  the  foregoing,  •viz.. 

fort  Montgomery,  Odober^,  IJTJ- 
Nous  voici— and  nothing  now  be- 
tween us  but  Gates.  I  fmcerely  hope 
this  little  fuccefs  of  ours  may  facili- 
tate your  operations.  In  anfwer  to 
your  letter  of  the  28th  of  September, 
by  C.  C.  I  fhall  only  fay,  I  cannot 
prefume  to  order,  or  even  advife, 
for  reafons  obvious.  I  heartily  wifh 
you  fuccefs.     Faithfully  your's, 

H,  Clinton. 
^0  G^«^r^/BvRpoyNE.    - 

Hill-io'wn,  Qciober  8,  I J  J  "J' 
J)ear  Sir, 
To-morrow  we  join  General  Wafli- 
ington  at  Montgomery  townlhip, 
Pennfylvania.  Our  tropps  laft  Sa- 
turday, although  they  came  fliort  of 
gaining  a  complete  vidlory,  did  cer- 
tainly give  the  enemy  a  fore  balling, 
and  if  they  are  not  able  foon  to  raile 
the  chevaux  de  frife,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  make  the  bell  of  their  way 
from  Philadelphia,     The  two  Rhode 


P  R  O  C  L  A  U  A  T  I  O  N, 

Sy   William   Livingston,    E/<f. 

Go'vernor  of.  Ne'w-'JerJ'ey. 

Whereas  by  a  certain  A£l  of  the 
Council  and  General  AlTembly  of 
this  State,  entitled,  "  An  Adl  for 
rendering  more  cifedlual  two  certain 
ads  therein  mentioned,"  palled  the 
4th  day  of  June  laft,  it  is  among 
other  things,  enaded,  that  if  any 
perfon  being  a  member  of,  or  owing 
allegiance  to  this  government,  as  de- 
fcribed  in  the  firil  feftion  of  the  adl 
therein  lirll  mentioned,  entitled  "  An 
Aft  to  puniib  traitors  and  difaffefled 
perfons,"  pafTed  the  fourth  day  of 
Oftober  laft,  fliall  be  apprehended 
on  his  way  to  the  enemy  with  intent 
to  go  into  their  lines  or  encampments, 
or  into  any  place  in  their  poffeflion, 
without  the  licence,  permilKon,  or 
pallport  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
of  the  Governor  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  this  State  for  the  time  being, 
or  of  fome  General  Officer  of  the 
army  of  the  faid  United  States,  or  of 
one  of  the  Brigadiers  General  of  the 
militia  of  this  State,  fuch  perfon  is 
thereby  declared  to  be  guilty  of  a 
capital  felony,  and  being  thereof  le- 
gally convifted,  fhall  fufier  death  ac- 
cordingly. Provided  neverthelefs, 
that  if  any  perfon  in  fo  ojfendlng  as 
aforefaid,  Ihall,  at  the  lime  of  his  ex- 
amination before  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  Safety,  or  within  fix  days 
thereafter,  declare  his  willingnefs  to 
enlill,  and  fhall  adlually  enlift  with 
the  leave  of  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil aforefaid,  to  ferve  on  board  any  of 

the 
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ihe  veffels  of  war  belonging  to  the 
United  States  ^t  f^i^'i  he  lawful  for 
them  to  fufter  him  fo  to  enlift.  and 
fuch  his  enliilmenc  fliall  be  deemed 
a  full  pardon  of  his  offence  aforefaid, 
any  thing  therein  before  contained 
to  cjie  contrary  thereof  notwithiland- 

And  whfereas  it  was  by  the  faid 
3.0.  further  enafted,  that  if  any  per- 
fon,  being  a  member  of,  or  ovvir'g 
aUegiance  to  this  Gorernment,  as  in 
the  fiifl  mentioned  zR  is  defcribed, 
who  hath  fmce  the  fowrth  day  of  Oc- 
tober laft,  voluntarily  gone  into  any 
of  the  enemy's  lines  or  encampments, 
or  into  any  places  in  their  pofTeffion, 
Hull}  retnrn  into  any  part  of  this  State 
in  a  fecret  or  clandciHne  manner,  or 
without  any  leave,  licence,  or  pall- 
port  preidofly  obtained  from  the  Go- 
I'-ernor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  or 
from  a  General  Officer  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  one  of 
the  Brigadiers  General  of  the  Militia 
of  the  State,  fuch  perfon  is  ^thereby 
Jelared  to  be  guilty  of  a  capitr.l 
felony,  and  being  thereof  convifted, 
ihaJl  fuffer  death  accordingly.  Pro- 
vided neverthelefs,  that  he  may  enlift 
as  aforefaid,  and  that  fuch  ^enliftmcnt 
fliall  be  confidered  and  operate  in 
Tike  manner  as  the  enliftment  of  a 
perfon  committing  the  offence  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  iall  preceding  feftion  of 
the  faid  acl. 

And  whereas  it  hns  been  rcprefented 
to  me,  that  notwithltandinp-  this  aft 
(and  I  would  prefume  from  a  know- 
ledge of  the  exiftence  thereof)  feve- 
ral  officers  of  the  Militia  of  this  State, 
and  others  while  ftationedin  the  fame, 
of  inferior  rank  to  thofe  mentioned 
in  the  faid  aft,  nnauthcrlzcd  there- 
by, and  in  violaticn  tiiereof,  have 
granted  fuch  licences,  permifuonf;, 
jrnd  paiTports,  and  freouenfly  upon 
Very  frivolous  occafions,  and  to  per- 
ibns  of  fufpicious  charafters  of  both 
■  jinxes;  by  means  whereof  a  conftant 


communication  and  intercourfe  has 
for  fome  time  paft  been  fupported 
between  the  malignant^,  of  this  .State 
and  the  Britifh  troops  on  Statcn- 
Ifland  and  New-York ;  and  many 
have  been  furniflied  with  opportuni-, 
ties'  to  carry  on  or  tranfmit  intelli- 
gence to  the  ei^emy,  and  to  circulate 
difpatches  from  them  among  their 
fecret  abettors  in  the  interitor  parts  of 
the  country,  and  thereby  facilitate 
their  infamous  attempts  to  difperfe 
their  counterfeit  bills  and  reprobated 
wares-  and  merchandizes,  as  well  as 
to  {educt  the  loyal,  and  enlifl:  into 
their  fervice  the  difaffefted  inhabit- 
ants of  our  territories :  for  prevent- 
ing of  which  unwarrantable,  illegal, 
and  pernicious  praftice,  I  have 
tiiought  proper,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council  of  this  State,  to 
iffue  this  proclamation,  hereby  llriftly 
proli!  biting  all  the  officers  of  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  and  other  per- 
fons  whatfoever- (thofe  fo  as  aforefaid 
authcrJi^cd  only  excepted)  to  grant 
for  tJie  future  any  fuch  licences, 
permiihoju,  or  pafTports,  under  any 
colour  or  pretence  whatfoever,  as 
they  fljall  anf,ver  to  the  contrary  at 
their  peril  ;  and  requiring  all  offi- 
cers, both  civil  and  military,  within 
this  State,  to  exert  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours in  apprehending  every  per- 
fen  belonging  to  the  fame,  on  his  «r 
her  way  to  the  enemy  with  intent  to 
go  into  their  lines  or  entrenchments, 
or  any  places  in  their  pofTeilion,  with- 
out fuch  licence,  permiffion,  or  pafT- 
port,  as  for  that  purpofe  is  by  the 
ftiid  aft  required  ;  or  returning  from 
thence  witliout  fuch  leave,  or  p:dl- 
port,  as  for  that  purpofe  is  thereby 
direfted,  have  voluntarily  gone  into 
the  fame  fmce  the  fourth  day  of  Oc- 
tober laif ;  and  fuch  offender  to  com.- 
mit  to  fafe  cullody,  tranfmatting  the 
caufe  of  his  or  her  caption,  deten- 
tion, and  place  of  confinement,  to 
the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief 
fcr  the  time  being  of  this  State,  with 

ali 
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,  ail  convenient  fpee<i,  in  orderthat  fucii  able  rights  cf"  freemen,  'will  ever  en- 

ofFender  may  be  brought  to  condign  able  usj  in  a  reliance  upon  the  Divine 

punifhment :  and  all  other  iubjeds  of  blefling  to    baffle    the   tvrannic    and. 

this  State  are  hereby  required  to  be  bloody  purpofes  of  an  enemy  divefted 

aiding  and  affilHng  in  the  apprehen-  of  humanity,  at  open  war  with  rea- 

iion  of  fuch  offenders,  as  they  tender  fon  and  julHce,    and  out  barbarizin"- 

the  welfare  of  tiieir  country,  and  are  all  the  barbarities   in  hiftory.     How 

ambitious  in    fignalizing   themfelves  confpicuous   the  finger  of  Heaven  ia 

in  the  glorious  caul'e  of  liberty  and  their  expulfion  from  this  Ibte,    the 

virtue,  moft  unobfervant  may  recoliecl  with 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  wonder  ;  and  cveiy  ferious  man  will 

Morris  Town,    the   4th  day  of  remember  with  devout  gratitude.  Let 

Augull,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  us  only  perfevcre  with  the  fame  ar- 


dour, in  repelling  their  unprovided 
holHlities,  and  theymuft,  erelong,  rfi- 
linquilh  their  delperate  purpofe,  and 
return  to  the  place  from  whence 
they  came,  with  indeliable  infamy. 
Let  us  not  therefore  be  difcouraged 
by  a  few  tranfient  inconveniencies, 
the  enduring  of  which  may  be  pra- 
duclive  of  the  moll  permanent  bkir- 
ings.  In  proportion  of  the  value  of 
tlie  prize  contended  for,  ought  to  be 
thereunto  helongitig.  Chancellor^  and  ,tlie  vigour  ot  our  iirugp-le  ;  and  the 
Ordinary  in  theja7nc.  blood  and  treafure   we  Ihould  be  v.'il- 

ling  to  expend  in  fecuring  it.     And 
To  the  Plonourable  the  Council  and     v/hat  can   be  too  valuable  a  facriiice 
the  General   Aflenibly  of   the  faid     for   fecuring   that,    ulrhouc     wiiich. 
State,   in  General  Aiicmbly  cou-     notliing  elfe  is  cf  any  value?    I'cj-, 
vened.  with  the  lofs  of  libcity,  every  remaiu- 

Gentlemen,  ing  poifeffion,  being  held  at  the  ar-, 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the     biuary  v/ill  of  another,  becomes,  be- 
important  fuccels  of   the   American     yond  quellion,  utterly  worthlefs.     To 


1777. 

William  Livingston. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

William  Livingston, 

Gun.  D.  '&tz. 

Speech  of  his  Excellency  William 
Livingston,  E/q .  Governor,  Ciij: - 
tain  General,  a?id  Commander  in 
Chief,  in  and  o-ver  the  State  of 
l\e~LU-jferfey,     and    the    territories 


irms  at  Bennington  and  Fore  Schuy- 
ler, which  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
refledls  the    bright-ft  lullure   on  the 

.bravery  of  our  officers  and  men,  may 
ferve  to  teach  Great  Britain,  that  we 

.are  not  to  be  fubdued  by  proclama- 
mations;  nor  under  any  apprehen- 
iions  from  a  menacing  meteor,  that, 

.after  the  mofl  portentous  glare,  {o 
foon  evaporates  into  fmoke,  or 
vaniihes  into  nothing. 

The  fame  fpirit  which  at  firll  ani- 


deccr  us  into  iubmiilion,  the  horrors 
of  war  may,  by  artful  men,  be  drawn 
in  ilrong  and  glov.'ing  colours  1  and 
war  is  indeed  a  calranity  mofl  de- 
voutly to  be  deprecated.  But  whence 
dotii  war  derive  its  horj-ors,  but  from 
the  temporary  lofs  of  Ibme  of thofe  blefl- 
ings  of  which  the  meditated  defpotifm 
would  totally  deprive  us,  and  that  ia 
perpetuity  ?  The  eftabliiliment  of  ty- 
ranny will  furcly  leai  e  us  nothing  cf 
v/hich  the  effeds  of  war  can  divelt  us. 


mated  us  to  oppofe  the  attempts  of  lUit  a  refolute  oppofition  may  prevent 
arbitrary  power  ;  and,  after  all  rea-  the  eflablilhment  of  tyranny,  and  fe- 
foning  and  expollulation  had  been  cure  freedom  to  our  remoteft  poflcnty. 
found  fruitlefs,  compelled  us,  by  Appeal  to  rcafon,  and  Hie  cries  aloud, 
fores   of  arnjs  to   aaTerc  the  ynalicn-     rdill,  refill. 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen, 

1  fhall  now  lay  before  you  fuch 
.matters  as  have  occurred  to  me,  as 
worthy  your  deliberation,  during  the 
prefent  fefBoi). 

The  fcarcity  of  fait  is  a  matter  of 
ferious  confideration,  and  has  been 
Liduflrioufly  perverted  hy  our  inter- 
nal enemies,  to  the  moft  peflilent 
pvirpofes.  Nor  can  there  be  any  rea- 
fon  for  perpetuating  this  grievance, 
and  the  pernicious  political  confe- 
quences  thence  refalting,  \vhile  a 
quantity  fufficient  for  the  confump- 
tion  of  all  our  inhabitants,  may  eafily 
be  manufadlured  in  this  ftate.  It 
feems  therefore  v/orthy  your  attention, 
v/hether  it  would  not  be  expedient  for 
tiie  leffiflature  to  ereft  fuch  works  at 
>the  public  expence,  and  appoint  pro- 
per perfons  to  diftribute  the  commo- 
dity in  due  proportions  to  the  feveral 
counties,  at  nearly  the  prime  colL 
Thus  might  all  the  people  be  cheaply 
fupplied,  and  the  Itate  be  fully  re- 
iniburfed. 

Thelofs  of  a  very  confiderable  fum 
of  money,  together  with  a  number 
cf  fpeciakies,  and  other  valuable  pa- 
pers belonging  to  the  ftate,  which 
had  been  committed  to  tlie  cuilody  of 
a  late  m,ember  of  convention,  appears 
z  matter  of  too  much  importance  to 
acquiefce  in,  without  legal  determi- 
nation of  his  culpability  or  innocence. 
I  find,  indeed,  by  your  Journals,  that 
the  Houfe  has  made  fomc  enquiry  in- 
to the  matter.  But  the  Aflembly 
being  no  competent  judicature,  finally 
to  determine  v;hether  the  trullee  is 
refponfible  for  the  lofs  of  the  depo- 
iite,  the  quellion  ftill  remains  to  be 
decided  by  a  conftitutional  tribunal, 
which  is  either  a  court  of  law,  or  in 
a  courfe  of  equity,  according  to  the 
nature  and  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 
1  would  therefore  recommend  it  to 
you,  in  juftke  to  the  good  people  of 
this  ftate,  who  are  intimately  con- 
cerned in  the  event  of  the  trial  to 
ciied  aprofecution  for  the  purpofe. 


As  our  proportiofl  of  ih^  heavy; 
debt  which  will  ienevitably  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  unnatural  war,  in 
which  the  avarice  raid  ambition  of 
Great  Britain  hath  involved  us,  will 
be  feverely  felt,  unlejs  feafonably  dif- 
charged,  1  would  moft  earneftly  im- 
portune you,  not  to  fuffer  this  ieffion 
to  pafs  without  finking  part  of  it  by 
tax.  Thofe  who  are  for  poftponing 
this  intdrerting  £i  flair,  to  a  diftanr 
period,  are  not  aware  of  the  exten- 
sive mifchief  that  will  attend  fo  fatal 
a  roeafure. 

I  think  it  my  indifpenfiMie  duty. 
Gentlemen,  to  alTure  you  of  my  re- 
peated experience  of  the  iniufiiciency 
of  our  militia  law.  In  time  of  open 
war,  and  efpecially  in  cafe  of  an  in- 
vafion,  the  military  force  of  a  ftate 
ought  to  be  compellable  to  turn  out. 
Any  commutations,  or  pecuniary 
mulfts  in  lieu  of  aftual  fefvice,  ren- 
der the  aft  at  fuch  a  critical  junfturc 
altogether  ineffedlual,  and  may  finally 
terminate  in  our  utter  delbuftion. 
Experience,  conftant  reiterated  ex- 
perience has  fliewn  its  infuiHciency  • 
and  not  to  frame  one  more  efiicacious 
after  fuch  irrefiftible  conviftion,  what 
vAW  it  be  deemed  but  a  kind  of  de-- 
lertion  of  the  caufe  j  and  leaving  the 
ftate  a  vidim  to  the  enemy,  at  the 
moft  perilous  crifis  of  the  conteft  ? 
It  mull-,  however,  be  acknowledged, 
to  the  honour  of  our  militia  (and  it 
is  with  peculiar  pleafure  I  embrace 
this  opportunity  to  do  it)  that  num- 
bers of  them  have  appeared  in  de- 
fence of  their  country  with  the  great-  ' 
eft  alacrity ;  and  behaved  in  battte 
v/ith  fuch  bravery,  as  would  have  en- 
creafed  the  renown  of  the  moft  experi- 
enced veterans.  But  thofe  gallant 
men  were  aftuated  by  the  fpirit  of 
patriotifm,  and  fcorned  to  meafure 
their  exertions  for  their  country  by 
the  requifitions  of  its  laws.  Otherf 
by  commuting  for  ailual  fervice  by 
fines  and  forfeitures  (and  thofe  nor 
duly  coUefted)  throw  a  difproporti- 

on  a  I 
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rmal  burden  upon  the  willing,  who,     tended 
by  that  means,  are  extremely  harrafl- 
cd,    and   have   abundant  reafon  for 
complaint  and  murmuring. 

The  neccfiity  of  a  large  fupply  of 


What  more  particularly 
furniflies  great  opportunity  for  elud- 
ing tlie  true  intent  of  the  law,  is  a 
want  of  authority  in  the  commifTion- 
ers  to  compel  the  appearance  of  per- 


firc  arms,  and  of  public  magazines  of    fons  fufpefted  of  concealing  the  pro- 


ammunition  and  warlike  ftores,  is  fo 
obvious,  that  I  doubt  not  your  zeal 
for  the  public  fafety,  will  not  fuifer 
you  to  delay  the  neceiTary  provi- 
fion. 

It  is  alfo  worthy  your  deliberation, 
whether  the  workmen  employed  by 
fuch  owners  of  furnaces,  forges,  and 
rolling  nlills,  as  ai-e  under  contradl 
to  furnifh  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca with  cannon,  cannon  fliot,  camp 
kettles,  or  other  implements  of  war 
for  the  ufe  of  their  army,  ought  not 
to  be  exempted  from  the  duties  and 
fervices  enjoined  by  the  militia  law, 
under  fuch  regulations  for  preventing 
any  abufe  of  the  indulgence  as  may 
be  thought  proper. 

As  a  number  of  emiflaries  are  em- 
loyed  by  the  enemy  to  circulate  coun- 
terfeit bills  made  in  imitation  of  the 
Continential  currency,  who  fre- 
quently pafs  them  in  fuch  of  the 
counties  of  this  State,  in  which  either 
no  trial  at  all,  or  no  fair  and  impar- 
tial trial  of  fuch  offenders  can  with- 
out difficulty,  be  had  ;  I  would  re- 
commend the  paffing  a  law,  for  try- 
ing in  any  county  of  this  ftate  by  u 
jury  of  that  county,  all  fuch  ofien- 
ders  already  apprehended,  and  who 
may  hereafter  be  apprehended,  though 
the  offence  be  committed  in  any  other 
county. 

Being  fully  conviiaced  that  the  aft, 
jntitled,  "  An  aft  of  free  and  gene- 
ral pardon,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned,"  will  in  great 
meafure  be  defeated  by  the  fraudulent 
praftices  of  the  friends  and  agents  of 
the  offenders,  v/hofe  perfonal  eicates 
are  thereby  declared  forfeited  ;  it  may 
deferve  your  confideration,  whether 
it  will  not  be  neceffary  to  pafs  ano- 
ther aft  for  the  more  effeftual  fecur- 
ing  the    valuable  ends   thereby  in- 


perty  of  the  delinquent,  or  to  be  in- 
debted to  him,  and  to  examine  them, 
as  well  as  other  neceffary  witneffes, 
upon  oath ;  and  alfo  the  want  of 
proper  penalties  upon  thofe  who 
may  be  guilty  of  fuch  conceal- 
ment, which  the  fuperaddition  of 
adequate  rewards  for  encouraging  a 
difcovery. 

As  the  prefent  judgment  in  high 
treafon  cannot  be  awarded  confident 
with  our  conltitution,  and  the  courts 
having  no  authority  to  alter  the  fen- 
tence  prefcribed  by  law,  I  would  re- 
commend it  to  you  to  afcertain  the 
puniihment  for  that  crime,  by  aft 
of  Affembly.  For  befides  the  ftyle 
of  the  fenteuce,  and  the  difpofition  of 
the  head  and  quarters  of  the  crimi- 
nal, which  the  judges  might  per- 
haps think  therafelves  at  liberty  to 
accommodate  to  our  circumftances, 
the  execution  itfelf  is  fo  fhocking 
and  fanguinary,  as  the  humanity  of 
an  American  legiflature  cannot  be 
prcfumed  to  have  intended,  and  which 
indeed  none  but  a  favage,  or  a  Bri- 
tifh  fubjeft  can  think  of  without 
horror. 

Several  perfons  to  avoid  receiving 
the  money  due  to  them  by"  bond, 
bill  or  promiffary  note,  bearing  in- 
tereil,  frequently  pretend,  on  tender 
of  the  money,  that  they  are  not  pof- 
leffed  of  fuch  notes  or  fpecialities, 
having  fent  them  to  places  of  greater 
fecurity ;  and  many  obligees  and 
creditors  are  themfelves  removed  into 
other  ftates,  and  places  unknown  to 
their  debtors,  v/ho,  though  ready  to 
difcharge  their  debts,  are  thereby 
prevented  from  doing  it ;  the  prin- 
cipal fum  the  mean  while  carrying 
intereft,  and  the  debtor  obliged  to 
keep  the  money  at  his  own  rifque. 
To  fruftrate  fuch  iniquitous  fubter- 

R  r  r  fuges 
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fuges,  (the  malignant  defign  of  which 
is  fufl^ciently  evident)  I  would  re- 
commend rill  aft  to  enable  every 
obligor  or  debtor,  whofe  creditor  is 
removed  out  of  the  ftate  or  cannot  be 
found  in  it,  or  who  refafes  to  receive 
the  debt  when  tendered,  to  pay  the 
fame  into  the  Treafury  f^r  his  ufe, 
and  to  be  thereupon  difJiarged  from 
the  fum  fc  paid,  aAd  all  the  interelt 
thereafter  accruinc^. 

The  aa,  intirled,  "  An  aft  for 
rendering  more  effeftual  Umo  certnin 
afts  therein  mentioned,"  being  nearly 
expired  by  its  own  imitation,  if.  is  of 
the  laft  moment  to  the  common  weal, 
to  have  it  continued  to  fuch  farther 
period  as  may  be  deemed  neceilary  to 
carry  it  fully  into  execution. 

Gentlemen, 
You  are  now  approaching  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  which  has  been  chiefly 
fpent  in  fer\'ing  the  public.  That 
you  have  ferved  it  wii;h  fidelity,  and 
with  no  inconuderable  degree  of  fuc- 
cefs,  muft  be  a  very  pleafing  reflec- 
tion, and  juftly  entitles  you  to  the 
applaufe  of  your  country.  May  you 
ftili  continue,  in  whatever  llation  it 
•fhall  pleafe  Providence  to  place  you, 
to  exert  your  endeavours  for  the  prcf- 
perity  of  a  free  and  independent  peo- 
ple ;  and  durijig  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  conflift,  may  our  creed 
be,    Vi^ory ;    and    our  motto,    Per- 

WiL.  Livingston. 
Haddonfield  Sept.  I,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Septe?nber  ro. 
By  the   Supreme  Executinje  Council  cf 
the  Cotntnoii'-wealth    of   Pennjylva- 
171  a. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
The  tim.eis  at  length  come,  :  ■;  which 
the  fate  of  ourfelves,  our  wives,  chil- 
dren, and  polterity  muft  be  fpcedily  de- 
termined. General  Howe  at  the  head 
of  a  Britifti  army,  the  only  hope, 
the  laft  refource  of  our  enemies,  has 
invaded   this    ftate.     Difnuffing    his 


ftiips,  and  difencumbering  hinifclfof 
his  heavy  artillery  and  baggage,  he 
apjjears  to  have  rifqued  all  upon  the 
etent  of  a  movement,  -which  muil 
either  J.eliver  up  to  plunder  and  de- 
vaft?tlcn,  this  capital  of  Pennfylva- 
nla,  and  of  America,  or  for  ever  blaft 
the  cruel  defigns  of  our  implacable 
foes.  Blefled  be  God  !  Providence 
feems  to  have  left  it  to  ourfelves  to 
determine,  whether  we  fhall  triumpli 
in  viftory,  and  reft  in  freedom  and 
peace,  or.  by  tamely  fubmitting,  or 
weakly  refilling,  deliver  ourfelves  up 
a  prey  to  an  enemy,  than  whom, 
none  more  cruel  and  perfidious  v/as 
ever  fullered  to  vex»  and  deftroy  any 
people.- 

View  then,  on  the  one  hand,  tne 
freedom  and  independence,  the  glory 
and  the  happincfs  of  our  rifmg  ftates, 
which  are  i'et  before  us  as  the  rewar4 
of  our   courage ;    ferioufly  confider, 
on  the  other  hand,    the  wanton   ra^ 
vages,  the  rapes,  the  butcheries,  which 
have  been  perpetrated  by  thefe  men. 
in  the  ftate  of  New- Jerfey,  and  on  tiie 
frontiers  of  Nevv^-York.     Above  all, 
conlider    the    mournful   profpeft   of 
feeing  Americans,   like  the  wretched 
inhabitants  (?f  India,  llripped  of  their 
freedom,   robbed   of  their  property, 
degraded  beneath  the  brutes,  and  left 
to    ilarve  amidft  plenty,    at  the  v.'ill 
of  their  lordly  mailers ;  and    let    us 
determine  once  for  all,  that  we  will 
DIE  or  be  Free.     The  foe  are  mani- 
feftly  aiming,  either  by  force  to  con- 
quer,    or    by   ftratageni    and    uolen 
marrhes,    to  elude    the  vigilance    of 
our  brave  commander.     Decliri.rig  a 
battle   with    our    countrymen,    they 
have  attempted  to  fteal  upon  us  vvitli 
furprize.      They  have  been  hitherto 
defeated,  but  numbers  are  .;bfo!utely 
neceftary  tc5  watch  them  on  e  very  quar- 
ter at  once.    The  i.e'ghbouring  ftates 
are    hurrying    forward  their  militia, 
arid   Wie  hope,    tl.at   by  riling  as  one 
man,  and  ferting  tne  foe  at  a  diftance 
from  hi.s  fleet,   we  fhall  fpeedily  in- 
clofe  him  like  a  lion  in  the  toils. 

The 
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The  Cqunci!,  therefore,  moft  ear-        I  mentioned  in  that  letter  the  pre- 

Iveflly  befecch  and  ir.rreat  all  perfons  parations  making  for  the  attack  me- 

w]iatfoc\'cr,  to  exert  themfclvcs  with-  ditated  on  the  works  the  rebels  had 

cut  delay,  to  feize  this  precious  op-  conftrudled  on  either  Ihore,  for  pre  ■ 

portuuity  of  crafhing  the  foe  now  in  venting  an  open  communication  by 

the  bowels  of  our  country,  .by  march-  water  with  the  army  at  Philadelphia, 

ing   forth  inftantly  under  their  re-  on  which   it   was  obvious    to  them 

fpe£li\'e   officers    to  the  affillrtnce  of  that  the    farther  operations    of    the 

our  great  General,  that  he  may  be  campaign  would  greatly  depend, 
able  to  environ  and  demolini  tlic  only        The  wind  iHU  continuing  to  pre- 

Britifh  army  that  remains  formidable  vent  the  Vigilant  from  paiTmg  to  the 

in  America,  or  in  the  world.     Ani-  rear  of  the  enemy's  works  on  Fort 

incited,  with  the  hqpe  that  Heaven,  Illand,   by  the  only  channel  prafti- 

p  before  it  has  done,  in  all  times  of  cable  for  that  purpofe,   the  opportu- 

dirTiculty    and    danger,    v/ill    again  nity  was  taken  by  the  King's  forces. 

Crown  our  righteous  cftbrts  with  fuc-  and  by  the  enemy  with  equal  affiduity, 

cefs,  wc  look  forward  to  the  profpeft  to  llrengthen  the  preparations  judged 

of  feeing  cur  infulting  foes  cut   off  expedient  on  either  part  for  the  pro- 

from  all   means  of  efcape,    and  by  pofed  attack. 


the  goodnefs  of  the  A.Imighty,  the 
Lord  of  Holls  and  God  of  battles, 
wholly  delivered  into  our  hands. 
Thomas  Wharton, jun.  Prefident. 
T.  Matlack,  Secretary. 

God  fave  the  people  ! 


London   Gazette    Extraordinary. 

Friday,   "January  (^,    1 778. 
Jdmiralty-OJfice,  January  8,    1 778. 
The  following   is  an  exti*a6t  of  a 
letter  received  lall  night  by  the  Eagle 
Packet  from  the  Vice  Admiral  Lord 
Vifcount  Howe^  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majelty's  ihips   and  vefiels  in 
North   America,    to  Mr.    Stephens, 
dated   on    board   his   Majelty's   Ihip 
the   Eagle,    in   the    Delaware,    the 
23d  of  November,   1777. 

Eagh,  Delaivare,  No--veinher 

J777- 

Sir, 


'.■»> 


The  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
fhips  of  war  and  tranfports  were  em- 
ployed in  the  mean  time,  with  unre- 
mitting fatigue  and  perfeverance,  to 
convey  provifions,  artillery,  and 
ftores,  to  the  Schuylkill,  between 
Fort-lfland  and  the  Pennfylvania 
Ihore,  6  twenty-four-pounders  from 
the  Eagle,  and  4  thirty- two-pounders 
from  the  Somerfet,  tranfported  in 
the  fame  manner,  with  the  requilite 
proportions  of  ammunition,  were 
jnountcd  in  the  batteries  erecled  by 
the  General's  appointm.ent  oa  Pro- 
vince-llland. 

The  wind  becoming  favourable  the 
15  th  inftant,  the  firll  occafion  was 
taken  for  ordering  the  fhips  upon  the 
intended  fervice. 

The  Somerfet  and  Ifis  were  ap- 
pointed to  proceed  up  the  Eaftern 
channel  of  the  river,  to  adl  againft  the 
fort   in  the  front.      The  Roebuck, 


The  General  adviiing  me  of  his  in- 
tention to  fend  a  packet  immediately  Pearl,  and  Liverpool,  with  the  Corn 
to  England,  I  avail  myfeif  of  theop-  wallis  galley,  and  fome  fmallet  arm- 
portunity  to  acquaint  you,    for  the  ed    vellels,    againft  a   battery    with 


information  of  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  refpedling 
the  pragrefs  of  the  military  lervices 
in  which  the  fhips  of  war  have  been 
concerned,  fince  the  date  of  my  laft 
lettei-  of  the  25ch  of  Odober. 


heavy  artillery  which  the  rebels  had 
lately  opened  on  a  point  above,  and 
near  to  Manto-creek,  in  a  fituation 
to  rake  the  fhips  anchored  to  fire 
upon  the  fort,  and  more  advanta- 
geoufly  chofen,  as  the  ihoalnels  of 
R  r  r  2  the 
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the  water  dlA  not  atlmit  (hips  to  ap-     perintend   the   difterent   nautlc   kr- 


proach  within  a  defirable  dillance  of 
the  work. 

The  Vigilant,  with  a  hulk  mount- 
ing 3  eighteen-pounders,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Botliam  of  the  Eagle, 
proceeded  at  the  fame  time  through 
the  channel  round  Hog  Ifland,  and 
anchored  on  that  fide  the  fort,  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  pointed  out 
for  co-operating  with  the  batteries 
on  the  Pennfylvania  fiiorc. 

The  Ifis,  being  as  well  placed  in 
the  Eaftcrn  channel  as  the  circum- 


vices  and  preparations    before-men- 
tioned. 

A  detachment  from  the  army  under 
the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
having  been  landed  the  i8th  at  Bil- 
lingport,  (where  a  poft  had  been 
fome  time  before  eftabliihed)  for  at- 
tacking the  redoubt  at  Red-Bank, 
the  enemy  abandoned  and  blew  up 
the  work.  They  had  paffed  fevcral 
of  their  gallies  unperceived  above  the 
town  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  night 
of  the  19th,  which  proved  very  fa- 
ftances  of  the  navigation  would  per-  vourable  for  the  pujpofe ;  and  at- 
mit,  rendered  very  effential  fervice  tempted  to  do  the  fame  with  the  reft 
againfl  the  fort  and  gallics  much  to  of  the  gallies,  and  other  water  force, 
the  perfonal  honour  of  Capt.  Corn-  the  following  night :  but  being  fea- 
wallis,  and  credit  of  the  difcipline  in  fonably  difcovered,  they  wereoppofed 
his  fhip.  The  Roebuck  and  other  with  io  much  efFed,  by  Lieutenant 
frigates  llationed  againft  the  battery  Watt  of  the  Roebuck,  (ordered  by 
were  equally  well  conduced.  Captain   Hammond,  before   my  ar- 

Greater  caution  being  neceflary  in     rival,  to  take  his  ftation  in  the  Dela- 


placing  the  Somerfet,  that  fhip  could 
not  be  carried  as  far  up  the  channel 
as  the  Lis  was  advanced. 

The  impreflion  made  by  the  batte- 
ries on  Province  Ifland  (before  very 
confiderable)  being  united  with  the 
vvell-direfted  efforts  from  the  Vigi- 
lant and    Hulk,    foon    filenced   the 


ware  prize,  near  the  town)  that,  not 
more  than  three  or  four  of  the  former 
appeared  to  have  efcaped  :  and  being 
otherwife  unable  to  prevent  the  cap- 
ture of  the  refl  of  their  armed-craft, 
(conhfting  of  two  zebecqucs,  the  two 
floating-batteries,  and  feveral  fhips, 
befides    fire    veflels,    amounting  t& 


artillery  of  the  fort ;  and  farther  pre-  about  feventeen  in  number)  they  were 

parations  being  in  progrefs  for  open-  quitted  and  burnt.    Lieutenant  Watt 

ing    the    eftocade   and    forcing   the  having  teftified   great   propriety  and 

works  next  morning,  the  enemy  fet  fpirit  on  this  occafion,  I  have  conti- 

fire  to  and  evacuated  the  fort  during  nued   him  in  the  command  of   the 


the  night. 

The  nambers  of  the  enemy  killed 
and  wounded  appeared  to  have  been 
very  confiderable.    Thofe  in  the  dif- 


ferent fhips,  as  Hated  in  the  annexed     quifite. 


Delaware,  retained  a>  an  armed  fhip 
in  the  fervice,  to  remain  near  the 
town  c»f  Philadelphia,  where  fuch  ad- 
ditional naval  force  is  paticularly  re- 


A  more  accurate  infpedlion  of  the 
obflruftlons  to  the  naviwatioa  of  the 
river  adjacent  to  Fort  Ifland,  becom- 
ing impradicabie  under  the  circum- 
flances  before-ment  oued,  two  chan- 


return,  were  much  lefs  than  could  be 
fuppofed,  particularly  of  the  Ifis  and 
Roebuck,  which  were  flruck  many 
times  from  the  gallies  and  works. 

As  a  fjirther  evidence  to  their 
Lordfliips  of  the  meritorious  condudt  nels  wer?  difcovered  through  which 
of  the  feveral  ofhcers  therein  named,  the  tranfports,  containing  the  provi- 
I  have  added  the  General's  concur-  fions,  ilores,  and  other  necefliiries  for 
ring  fentiments  fignified  to  me  on  the  the  army,  might  proceed  to  Philadel- 
t)ccafion.  Captain  Duncan  remained  phia.  They  were  ordered  up  tlic 
fevcral  weeks  with  the  army,  to  fu-    river  accordingly,  to   bs  afterwards 

fecured 


(     so 

fecured  at  the  wharfs  of  the  town,  for 
the  approaching  winter  months. 

The  unfortunate  eveot  of  Lieute- 
nant-general Burgoyne's  operations 
with  the  Northern  army  terminating, 
as  I  am  advifed  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  with  the  furrender  of  thofe 
troops  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  a  con- 
vention executed  the  i6t:h  of  laft 
Oftober,  has  rendered  afuitable  pro- 
vifion  neceflary  to  be  made  for  their 
conveyance  to  Europe.  A  proper 
number  of  tranfports  has  been  appro- 
priated for  that  occafion.  But  as  it 
would  be  fcarce  prafticable  at  this 
fcafon  of  the  year  for  light  tranfports 
to  gain  the  port  of  Rofton,  where  the 
embarkation  is  conditioned  to  take 
place,  tranfports  have  been  order- 
ed under  convoy  of  the  RaifonaWe 
to  Rhode-Ifland  ;  that  if  the  pro- 
pofed  alteration  is  adopted,  and  the 
troops  can  he  embarked  at  that  port, 
they  may  be  fooner  releafed. 
The  follosving  are  copies  of  the  papers 

referred  to  in  the  aforementioned 

extraft : 
Return  of  the  tiumher  of  men  killed  c>,nd 

ivounded  on  board  the  different  Ihips 

employed  in  the  attack  of  the  ivorks 

of  the  enemy  on  Fort  IJIand,   their 

armed  craft,    and    other    defences 

ere.:ied  to  obfriiSl  t1?e  paffage  of  the 

Ri-ver  Delazuare,  on  the  i  ^th  day  of 

A  o-vember,   1777. 

Somerfet.     5  Seamen  wounded. 

Ifs.     3  Seamen  wounded. 

Roebuck.    3  Seamen  killed,  7  ditto 
wounded. 

Li'uerpoole.     None. 

Pearl,     i  Mailer  killed,  3  feamen 
wounded. 

Vigilant.     1    Midfliipman,   \   fea- 
men,   killed;  lent  from  the  Eagle. 

Corn'Tivallis  Galley,   i  Second  Maf- 
ter  and  Pilot  wounded. 

Shop   commanded   by   Lieutenant 
Botham.     None. 

Total  killed         6 

■— —  wounded       ~-       19 


I      ) 

Phi/adelpbia,  No-vernier  17,  1 7 77. 
My  Lord, 

I  cannot  too  highly  acknowledge 
the  fignal  fervices  the  army  has  re- 
ceived from  the  perfeverance  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  officers  and  fcamen  under 
your  Lordfliip's  command,  fmce  the 
King's  troops  entered  Philadelphia  ; 
and  1  (hall  be  happy,  by  your  Lord- 
fhip's  aflillance,  to  have  my  fentiments 
of  them  made  as  acceptable,  and  ge- 
nerally known  as  poflibls. 

But  my  thanks  are  more  particu- 
larly due  to  Captain  Duncan  for  his 
unwearied  attention  and  judgment  on 
all  occafions  ;  and  to  Captain  Henry 
and  Lieutenant  Botham  for  the  gal- 
lantry they  difplayed  on  the  15  th  ia- 
llant,  in  the  redudion  of  the  enemy's 
work  on  Mud  liland  ;  which  I  requeft 
your  Lordlhip  will  be  pleafed  to  com- 
municate to  thofe  gentlemen  in  the 
moll:  diilinsuilhed  manner. 

In  thefe  acknowledgments  I  beg  to 
include  the  Captains  and  crews  of  the 
fnips  in  the  Ealtern  channel,  contri- 
buting to  the  fuccefs  of  the  attack, 
more  immediately  aflilled  by  the  well' 
direded  fire  of  the  Ifu. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Sec. 

(Signed)  W.  Howe, 

To  Vtfcoum  Howe,  ^c.  i^c,  &c, 
pyhitehail,  January  8,    1778. 

The  following  is  copy  and  extract 

of  two  letters    from  the  honourable 

General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germ. .in  : 

Philadelphia,  No'vsmbcr  zZ,    IJJJ- 

My  Lord, 

From  a  variety  of  ditilculties  at- 
tendina:  the  conftruftion  ol"  additional 
batteries,  in  a  morafs,  agamftthe 
fort  upon  Mud  Ifland,  and  in  tranf- 
poruition  of  the  guns  and  ttores,  they 
were  not  opened  againit  the  enemy's 
defences  until  the  loth  inl^ant.  On 
the  ijth,  the  wind  proving  fair,  the 
Vigilant  armed  fhip,  carrying  16 
twenty- four  pounders,  and  a  hulk 
with  three  twenty-four  pounders,  got 
up  to  the  fort  through  the  channel 
between  Province  and  -Hog  Ifland ; 

ihefe. 
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'^jt^i,  flf^/^ec!  b}'  fevcrai'  ftiipB  of  war 
in  the  -  clianhel,  as  well  as  by 

the  batceiics  on  fliore,'  did  fuch  '?'/£- 
'cutlon   upon  the  fort  and  collateral 
■bfock-hor.ies,.  that  the  enemy,  dread- 
ing an  'impending  afHiuI't,  evacuated 
''theifland  in  the  night  between  tlie 
<j!;tli  Jtnd   i6th'i  and  it  was  poiTe/Ied 
'the  i6th  at  dny-b'reflk  by  the  greha- 
fliers  cf  the  guards.    Much  commen- 
"datiori-  is   due   to  Brigadier-general 
Cleaveland,  to  the  officers  and  men 
'cf  the  corpj  ^^i  ^Ttillery,  and  to  the 
trcops   in    general    employed    upon 
tliis  fervicc,  attended  with  great  fa- 
tigue. 

TJie  ene:"v's  fire  upon  the  {hips  of 
war,  ^^.^  Vigilant  and  hulk,  from 
two  flc:-ti;"g  batteri'^s,  fevenceen  gal- 
Les  and  aruied  veffels,  and  from  a 
battery  on  the  Jefey  (horCj  was  ex- 
ceedingly heavy;  but  tlie  gallantry 
difplayed  by  the  naval  commrmders, 
their  officers  xxvdi.  <eamen,  on  ihis  oc- 
cafion,  fi-uflrated  all  their  eftbrs,  and 
contributed  principaliy  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  works.  Permit 
me  at  the  fame  time  to  report  to  your 
Lordlhip,  that  the  perfeverance  of  the 
officers  and  fenincn  employed  in  bring- 
ing up  fiores  from  the  fleet,  under 
the  conduft  of  Japtain  Duncan,  of 
the  Eagle,  demand  my  higiieft  ac- 
knowledgments;  and  that  the  fer- 
vices  they  rendered  were  moft  effen- 
tial,  and  borne  with  the  utmoil  chear- 
fulnefs. 

•  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  a  re- 
turn. No.  T,  cf  the  cannon,  and 
■ftores  found  in  the  fort.  The  ene- 
my's Jofs  during  the  fiege  is  computed 
to  have  been  400  killed  and  wounded. 
The  lofs  to  the  Kino's  trooDS  was 
only  feven  killed  and  five  wounded. 

On  the  1 8th  at  night,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  marched  with  a  corps  from 
camp,  and  pafied  the  Delaware  on 
the  ipch  from  CheRer  to  BiUing's- 
fcrt,  where  he  was  joined  by  Majur- 
general  Sir  Thomas  Wilfon,  with  a 
corps  that  arrived  a  few  days  before 
from  New- York  under  l\is  command,, 


having    with  him  firigadler-gcnefal 
Leflie  and  Pattifon. 

As  foon  as  the  neceflary  preipnra-- 
tions  were  made,  his  Lordffiip  pin'- 
foed  his  march  to  attack  the  endmy 
intrenched  at  Red  Bank.  Upon  his 
approach  the  rebels  evacuated  the 
poll,  and  retired  to  Mount  Holly, 
where  they  joined  a  corps  of  obferva- 
tion,  detached  from  the  main  army 
of  the  rebels,  encamped  at  White 
Marlh.  His  Lordlhip  found  in  the 
enemy's  Works,  cannon,  ammuni- 
tion, and  fiores,  as  per  return.  No. 
2.  The  intrenchments  being  demo- 
lilhed,  his  corps  returned  by  Glou-- 
celler  on  the  27th,  and  joined  the 
army  in  this  camp. 

The  enemy's  fhipping  having  no 
longer  any  proteftion,  and  not  finding 
it  advifeable  to  attempt  the  pafihge  of 
the  river,  the  channel  being  com- 
manded by  the  batteries  of  the  town, 
and  the  Delaware  frigate,  they  wer6 
quitted  without  being  difmantled^  and 
burnt  on  the  night  between  the  20th 
and  2  ill;  but  the  gallies  of  a  fmailer 
draught  of  water,  by  keeping  ciofft 
along  the  Jerfcy  'hore,  efcaped,  from 
the  great  breadth  of  the  river. 

A  forward  movement  againft  the 
enemy  will  immediately  take  place, 
and  hope  will  be  attended  with  the 
fuccefs  that  is  due  to  the  fpirit  and 
activity  of  his  Majelly's  troops. 

The  paflage  of  the  river,  by  the 
reduflion  of  the  two  places  aforemen- 
tioned,, has  been  fufficiently  opened 
to  bring  up  frigates  and  tranfports  ^ 
but  th'j  removal  of  the  chevauz  de 
frife  is  poftponed  to  a  more  favour- 
able fcalbn. 

Majar-general  SirThontas  Spencer 
Wilfon  having  reprefented  the  ver^ 
critical  lituation  of  his  private  con- 
cerns in  England,  has  my  leave  to 
rviturn,  and  has  taken  charge  of  my 
difpatches  to  your  Lordflilp,  by  tiiel 
Ea«ie  Packet. 

With  the  rnoil:  perfeift  refpeft, 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 
Return: 
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Jieiurvs  of  ordnance  and  Jlpres  fo;r,id     ditto,    fplked ;     I   three-pcundcr  p^ 


in  Mud  Ijlund  Fort,  taken  from  the 

rehr.ls  ly  the  King^s  troops  the  i  bth 

of  No've}::b,:r,    17^7. 

■IRON    ORDNANCE, 

On  travelling  carriages.  1  Thirty- 
two-pounder  ;  I  twent/-fc;3'--poun- 
der  ;  -  elghteen-po  inaers,  z  nPifcr- 
viceab'e  ;■  1  tvvelve-pounder  ;  2  foar- 
pouhdori. 

On  gp.rrifon  carriages.  '  14  Eight- 
pounders,  I  unferviceable  ^  funk  with 
a  fcow,  of  forts,    10. 

SHOT. 

Round' Jodfe.  1475  Twenty- four- 
poUnders  :  843  eighteen-pounders  ; 
165  twcive-pounders ;  1100  eight- 
poundcrs ;    1 6  four-pounders. 

Barr.  6  Thirty-two-pounders;  4, 
twe'.ity-foiir-pounders ;  169  eighteen- 
pounders. 

'■rape  quilted.  12  Thirty-two- 
pounders ;     Sx     eighteen-pounders ; 


.1, 


eignt- 


20    twelvc-pound.TS ;      110 
pounders  ;   8  four-pounders: 
!    Fixed  with  'powder    for    twelve- 
pounders.      :  I  Cafe  ;  9  grape. 
"4  cvvt. 


Small  iron  for  cafe. 


Ei^ht- 


ditto,  fpiked  and  unferviceable ;  8 
howi  r;er  fwivels ;  4  howif/.er  ditto, 
carried  ofF  by  a  naval  Captain  ;  3 
fv'ivels ;  i  travelling  carriage  for 
eighteen-pounder ;  5  trucks  carriages 
for  ditto  ;  i  travelling  carriage  for 
nine-pounders ;  4  ditto  for  fix-poun- 
ders ;  three  limbers  for  ditto. 
SHOT. 

Round.  536  Twcnty-four-poun- . 
dcrs ;  818  eighteen-pounders;  156 
twelve-pounders ;  5 1  ninc-pounders  ; 
2  3  fix-pounders ;  1301  four-poun- 
ders;  173  three-pounders;  20  one- 
pounders;  32  half-pounders. 

Barr,  7  Twenty-four-pounders ; 
25  twelve-poiinders ;  50  niue-poua- 
ders ;  65  turee-pcunders. 

Grape  quilted.     14  Twelve-poun- 
ders;     54    fix-pounders ;     2S    four-, 
pounders, 

Grapo  in  bags,  24. 

Box  of  different  natures,    i . 

Round  Ihot  fixed  to  wood  bottoms, 

5  Twelve-pounders ;  6  fix-pounders ; 

6  four-pounders;   16  three-pounders. 

Hand  grenades,    18. 

Wad-hcoks.     i  Thirty-two-poun- 
der ;   1  fix-pounder. 

Sj.unges.     I  Six-pounder;  2  four- 
po'.inders. 

Aprons  of  lead,  4. 

Drag  ropes,  3, 

Traverfmg  handfpiko,    : . 

Pikes,  93. 

Intrenching  tools,  30. 

Boxes  with  bail  cartridges,  9. 

Calk:  with  mufquec  balls,    i . 
James  Pattison,  Brigadier-gene- 
ral,   Commander    of    the    Royal 

Artillery  in  ^>i  or th- America. 
Camp  at  Woodh:-ry, 
No-j.  23,   177: 


Cartridges  paper  filled 
pounders. 

Sponges  of  forts,  36. 

Ladles  ditio,  9. 

Wad- hooks,   15. 

Aprons  of  lead,  9. 

Linftocks,  6 

Budge  barrels,  2. 

Samuel  Cleaveland, 

Brigadier-general  commanding 

Philade!pl?ia,      [the  Royal  Artillery. 

Nov.  18,  '1777. 

Jleturn  of -the  artillery   and  fnrlitary 

Jiorcs  found  in    the    Fort   of    Red 

Bank ,  the  zzd  cf  No-vember,  1777. 

6  Eighteen-pounders,  i  unfeiTice- 
able  ;  3  eighteen-pounders,  mounted  Extr'ad  of  a  letter  from  General  Sit- 
on  truck  carriages,  2  unferviceable  ;  William  Hovv'e /o  Zo>-i^GEOR.GE 
2  fix-pounders,  mounted  on  ditto,  Qzkm.m'n, dated  Philadelphia,  the 
fpiked    and    unferviceable;     i  four-  igth  of  No-vember,   1-^77 


pounder,  mounted  on    ditto,  unfer- 


Thc  lad  accounts  I  have  received 
viceable;  1  four-pounder,  mounted  from  Rhode  Illand,  mention  a  deicent 
on  ditto,  with  elevating  fcrew,  fp:k-  which  the  enemy  threatened  upon  that 
ed ;    3  fcur-pounders,    mounted  on    place  about  the  5Qth  of  October,  and 

of 
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of  confiderable  preparations  they  had 
made  with  that  defio-n  :  but  the  dif- 
pofition  of  tiie  Admiral  and  Major- 
general  Pigot  to  oppofe  them,  toge- 
the]f  with  the  fpirited  behaviour  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  aflbciated  for  the 
defence  of  Newport,  induced  them 
to  defxft  and  feparatc. 


[It  was  obfen'ed  by  moft  peopJe, 
that  the  intelligence  contained  in  the 
above  Gazette,  was  very  unworthy 
of  publilhing  as  an  Extraord'mary 
Gazette.  And  even  the  intelligence, 
fiich  as  it  is,  is  given  imperfedly. 
There  is  in  it  an  extracl  of  a  letter 
from  Rhode  Ifland,  but  not  a  word 
from  New-York.  It  is  of  more  im- 
portance to  know  the  Jlate  of  New- 
York,  than  Rhode  Ifland.  Miniflers 
wiil  not  deny  they  have  advices  from 
New-York ;  but  they  will  not  pub- 
}i(h  them,  becaufe  they  are  dijagrce- 
ahle.  New- York  is  furrounded  by 
the  enemy,  and  General  Clinton  de- 
fires  to  be  recalled.  Not  a  word  is 
jbentioned  of  the  fkirmifli  on  Province 
Ifland,  in  which  the  King's  troops 
were  worfled ;  and  for  which,  two 
officers  of  the  King's  army  have  been 
tried  by  a  Court-martial,  and  broke.] 

Whitehall,  Jan.  18,    1778. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Hon. 
General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jeliy's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
was  this  morning  received  by  the 
Earl  Cornwallis,  who  ?.rrived  from 
Philadelphia  in  the  Brilliant  armed 
Ihip: 
Philadelphia.,  December  13,  1 777. 
My  Lord, 

Lord  Cornv\'aUis  having  applied  for 
leave  of  abicnce  to  attend  his  private 
bufinefs  in  Europe,  I  take  this  op- 
portunity of  fending  my  difpatches 
by  his  Lordftiip  in  the  Brilliant  arm- 
ed {hip. 

Since  my  laft,  the  enemy  bein^ 
joined  by  upwards  of  four  thoufand 
rr-CHj  with  cannon,    from   the  Nor- 
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them  army,  afTembled  their  whole 
force  in  a  ftrong  camp  at  White- 
marfli,  covered  in  part  by  Sandy 
Run,  fourteen  miles  diftant  from 
hence,  with  their  right  to  Wiflahi- 
chon-creek. 

Upon  a  prefumption  that  a  for- 
ward move  might  tempt  the  enemy, 
aiter  receiving  fuch  reinforcement, 
to  give  battle  for  the  recovery  of  this 
place,  or  that  a  vulnerable  part  might 
be  found  to  admit  of  an  attack  upon 
their  camp,  the  army  marched  on 
the  night  of  the  4th  inftant,  the  van 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-general 
Earl  Cornwallis,  the  main  body  by 
Lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen,  and 
on  the  next  morning  took  poft  upon 
Chefnut-hill  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
right.  The  enemy  foon  after  de- 
tached a  corps  of  1 000  men  to  at- 
tack the  light  infantry  polled  in  front 
under  the  conimand  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Abercromby;  the  confe- 
quences  of  wliich  was,  that  upon  the 
firil  onfet  of  the  2d  battalion  of  light 
infantry,  and  part  of  the  ift,  they 
were  inftantly  defeated,  with  the  lofs 
of  between  -i^o  and  40  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and  a  Brigadier  made  pri- 
foner. 

Not  judging  it  advifeable  to  attack 
the  enemy's  right,  the  army,  having 
remained  m  the  fame  pofition  during 
the  6th,  rnaixhed  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  van  and 
main  body  commanded  as  before,  to 
take  poll  on  Edge-liiil,  one  mile  dif- 
tant from  the  enemy's  left.  A  corps 
of  one  thoufand  men,  compofed  of 
riflemen  r,nd  other  troops  from  the 
enemy's  Northern  army,  were  found 
by  the  van-guard  polled  on  this  hill 
yyith  cannon.  Lord  Cornwallis  im- 
mediately attacked  with  the  1 11  light 
infantry,  fupported  by  the  33d  regi- 
ment, and  defeated  this  body,  with 
a  conliderablc  lofs  of  oflicers  and  men, 
their  cannon  narrowly  efcaping.  The 
thicknefs  of  the  wood  where  the  re- 
bels vv'ere  pofted,  concealing  them 
from  the  view  of  the  light  infantry, 

occafioned 
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occafioned  the  lofs  of  one  officer  kill-     diftant  from  hence 
ed,  three  wounded,  and  between  20 
and   30    men  killed   and    wounded, 
from  their  firll  fire 

M;<jor-general  Grey  with  his   bri- 
gade, light  infantry  of  the  guards. 


Over  this  bridge 
the  enemy  had  pafied  800  men,  who 
were  immediately  difpeffed  by  his 
Lordlhip's  advanced  troops,  obliging- 
part  of  them  to  re-crofs  it,  which  oc- 
cafioned  fuch  an  alarm  to  their  army. 


Queen's  rangers,    Heffian   and  An-  that  they  broke  the  bridge  ;  and  his 

fpach  chafleiirs,  took  poll   upon  the  Lordfhip  proceeded  to  fornge  without 

left,  in  front  of  the  enemy's  centre,  meeting  with  any  interruption. 

A  detachm.ent  to  harrafs  this  corps  1  he  enemy's  intention  feems  to  be, 
was  immediately  routed    by  the  Ge-jji.^  to  take  their  winter  quarters  at  Car- 

neral's  advanced  guard,  ccmpofedj^f  !^  lifle,  York,  and  Lancafter,  and  pro- 

his  light  troops,  with  a  lofs  to  the  bably   they   may   have   a    corps    at 

enemy  of  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  Reading,  and  another  at  Burlington 

Your  Lorddiip  wdl  fee,   by  the  in-  in  Jerfey. 

clofed  return,  the   lofs  fuRained    by  The  71  ft  regiment,  and  regiment 

the  King's  troops  in  the  above-men-  of  Mirbach,  are  immediately  to  em- 

tioned  attacks  bark,  to  reinforce  Sir  Henry  Clinton 

The  enemy's  camp  being  as  ftrong  at  Nev/-York,  upon  his  reprefenta- 

on  their  centre  and  left  as   upon  the  tion  of  a  want  of  troops  for  the  de- 

right,    their  feeming    determination  fence  of  that  poft ;  and  I  propofe  to 

to  hold  this  pofition,  and  unwilling  put  the  army  immediately  into  winter 


to  expofe  the  troops  longer  to  the 
weather  in  this  inclement  feafon, 
without  tents  or  bao-c-poe  of  any  kind 
for  ofiicers  or  men,  1  returned  on  the 
8th  to  this  place.  The  rear  guard, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  quitted  Edge-hill  on  the  right, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
without    the  fmalleft    appearance    of 


quarters  in  this  town,  where  there  is 
fufficient  room. 

Major-general  Daniel  Jones  is  ar- 
rived at  New- York,  and  orders  will 
be  fent  to  him  to  join  this  part  of  the 
army. 

With  the  moft  perfedl  refpeft, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 
W.  Howe. 


the  enemy ;  and  Major-general  Grey     Return   of  the  killedy    njoounded,  and 


retiring  from  his  poft  at  the  fame 
time,  without  the  leaft  moleftation, 
the  army  arrived  in  this  camp  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

On  the  nth,  at  day-break.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  Major  -  general 
Grant  under  his  command,  pafted 
the  Schuylkill  with  a  ftrong  corps, 
and  the  waggons  of  the  army,  to  col- 
left   forage    for    the   winter    fupply. 


which  his  Lordfhip  accompliflied,  and     and  file,  mijjing. 


77iijfingi   in  the  different  Jkirmijhes, 
fro7fi  the  ^th  to  the  %th  of  December ^ 

\Jl  Battalion  of  light  infantry."  \ 
Lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  1 1  rank  and 
file,  killed;  z  Lieutenants,  1  Ser- 
jeant, 25  rank  and  file,  'vjounded  \  i 
rank  and  file,  fnijjlng. 

Guards.  1  Rank  and  file,  killed  i 
I   rank  and  file,  nvoundt'd 'f   4  rank 


returned  yefterday  evening. 

The  enemy  having  quitted  their 
camp  at  White-marfti  fome  hours  be- 
fore Lord  Cornwallis  marched  from 
jience,  his  Lordftup  met  the  head  of 
their  army  at  a  bridge  they  had 
thrown  over  the  Schuylkill,  near  to 
Matfon's-ford,  about  three  miles  be- 
low Swedes-ford,   and  fifteen  miles 


j^th  Regimc-.it.  2  Rank  and  file, 
killed;  i  Lieutenant,  3  Serjeants,  9 
rank  and  file,  ^wounded. 

yth  Regiment.     1    Rank  and  file. 


miffing- 

\^th  Regiment. 
77iiffng. 

ijth  Regittient, 
miffi7ig. 

Sfs 


2  Rank  and  file, 

3  Rank  and  file. 
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3  Rank  and  file, 
2  Rank  and  file, 
2  Rank  and  file. 


2  3<^  Regiment, 
miffing. 

zbth  Regiment, 
miffing. 

zZth  Regiment, 
ivounded ;  z  rank  and  file,  miffimg. 

33^  Regiment.     3   Rank  and  file. 


R.ank  and  file, 
Rank  and  file. 
Rank  and  file. 


rwounded. 

2,'jth  Regiinent.     3 
miffing. 

j^bth  Regiment,     i 
miffing. 

^gth  Regiment.     5 
miffing. 

^teen's  American  Rangers.  1  Rank 
and  file,  killed;  i  rank  and  file, 
ivounded',   ^  r.-.nk  and  file,  ?niffing. 

Hcffian  Yagers.  I  Rank  and  file, 
killed  \  9  rank  and  file,  ^jjotmded. 

Royal  Artillery.  3  Rank  and  file, 
ivnunded ;   i  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Total.  I  Lieaten.int,  z  Serjeants, 
16  rank  and  file,  kiiled;  3  Lieute- 
nants, 4  Serjeant.^  53  rank  anci  file, 
nvcunded  ;  33  rank  and  file,  miffing. 
Names  of  Officers  killed  and  nuounded. 
'  ly?  Light  infantry.  Lieutenant 
Pcnnyfeather,  15  th  regiment,  killed; 
Lieutenant  JFrench,  ?.zd  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Ankettell,  i7tli  regiment, 
ivounded. 

6^th  Regiment.  Lieutenant  Weli, 
Djcunded. 

(Signed)  W.  Howe. 

\London  Gazette. 


'  Burlington,  (N.  Jerfey)  Dec.  24. 
Head-quarters,  on  Schuylkill,  Dec.  17. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

The  Commiinder  in  Chief,  with 
the  hip-hell  iaiisfaftion,  expre/ies  his 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  fialdiers  for 
the  fortitude  and  ptt'ence  with  which 
they  have  fuftained  the  fatigues  of  the 
campaign. 

Although  in  fome  inllances  we 
have  unfortunately  .failed,  yet  upon 
the  whole.  Heaven  has  fmiled'  upon 
.our  arms,  atid  crowned  them  with 
fignal  fuccefs ;  and  we  may  on  the 
belt  grounds  ccnclude,  that  by  a  fj)i- 
ritcd  continuance  m  the  meafurcs  ne- 


ceiTaiy  for  our  deferipe,  wefhall  finally 
obtain  the  end  of  oar  warfare,  Inde- 
pendence, Liberty,  arid  Peace.  I'hefe 
are  blellings  worth  contending  for  at 
a  every  haz"rd ;  but  we  hazard  no- 
thing— the  power  of  America  alone, 
duly  exerted.,  would  have  nothing  to 
dread  from  the  force  of  Briiain.  Yet 
we  kand  not  wJiolIy  upon  our  own 
gror.nd,  France  yields  us  every  aid 
we  afli ;  and  thei-e  are  reafons  to  be- 
lieve the  period  is*not  very  diuaftt 
when  fhewill  take  a  more  aftive  part, 
by  declaring  war  againll  the  Eiitiili 
crown.  Every  motive,  theiefore, 
irrefifdbly  urges  us,  nay  commands 
us  to  a  firm  and  manly  pcrfev.T;mce 
in  our  oppofidon  to  our  cruel  oppref- 
fors — to  flight  difficulty,  endure 
hardQiins,  and  condemn  every  danger,. 
The  General  ardeniJy  wiihes  it 
were  now  in  his  power  to  conduift  the 
troops  into  t\\i  beft  winter  quart?rs : 
but  where  are  thefe-  to  be  found? 
Should  we  retire  to  the  int<rior  parts 
of  the  ftate,  we  fiiould  find  them 
crov/ded  with  virtuous  citizen";,  who, 
facrificing  tlieir  All,  haj,'e  left  Phila- 
delphia and  lied  hither  for  protedlion  ; 
— to  their  diftrefies,  humanity  for- 
bids us  to  add.  This  is  not  all !  — 
We  fhould  leave  a  vaft  extent  of  fer- 
tile country  to  be  defpoiled  and  ra- 
vaged by  the  enemy,  from  which  they 
would  draw  vaft  fupplies,  and  where 
many  of  our  firm  friends  would  be 
expoied  to  all  the  mlferies  of  an  infult- 
ing  and  wanton  depredation. — A  train 
of  evils  might  be  enumerated,  but 
thefe  will  fuftlce.  TJiefe  confiderations 
make  it  indiipenfibly  nece/Tary  for 
the  army  to  take  fuch  apofition  as  will 
enable  it  mou;  effeftuady  to  prevent 
dillrefs,  and  give  the  molt  extenfive 
fecurity ;  and  in  that  pofition  we  mult 
make  ourfelves  the  beil  Oielter  in  our 
power.  With  alacrity  and  diligence, 
huts  may  be  erefted  that  will  be  warm 
and  dry.  In  thefe  the  troops  will  be 
compact,  more  fecure  againit  fur- 
prizes,  than  if  a  divided  Itate,  and 
at  hand  to  proteft  the  country.  Thefe 

cogent 
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topent  reafqiis  h.ive  determined  the 
General  to  take  poll  in  the  neigh- 
boarhood  of  this  camp,  and  influen- 
ced by  thorn,  he  periuades  himfelf 
that  rhe  oiiicers  and  foldier.';,  with  one 
neArt  and  one  iiiind,  will  refolve   to 


At  prefent,  by  the  kind  interpofi- 
tion  of  Providence,  the  cloud  which 
hung  over  us,  feems  in  a  great  meafure 
difpelled,  and  we  have  reafon  to  ex- 
peft  a  happy  iffuc  to  t'uis  campaign. 

The  good  condud,  and  bravery  of 


iurmount  every  difiiGuI  y  with  a  for-  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Schuyler,  fecond- 

titude  and   patience  becoming    their  ed  by  the  intrepidity  of  the  late    gal- 

profeffion,  and   tie    facred  caufe   in  lant  Genei;al  Herkemer,  and  the  mi- 

v/hich  thev  are  engao;ed.     He  himfelf  litia  of  Tryon  county,  have  entirely 

will  ihaic  ihe  lT,ar;llhips  and  partake  fruilrated  the   defigns  of  the   enemy 

of  every  inconvenience. — -  upon   that    part    of  the    ftate,    and 

The  legi/Iature  of  New-Jcrfey,    at  obliged  them,  after  the  lofs  of  a  great 


their  lall  fitting  at  Prince-town,  ap- 
pointed the  honourable  John  Wether- 
fpoon,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan 
Elmer,  Nathaniel  Scudder  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  Efqrs.  delegates  to  repre- 
fent  this  ftate   in  Congrefs. 

Bofinn,  Dcce/nber  I  I . 
The  following  gentlemen  are  cho- 


part  of  their  army,  with  the  moil:  of 
their  baggage  and  artillery,  difgrace- 
fully  to  abandon  their  enterprife. 

The  complete  vidory  gained  near 
Bennington,  by  the  valour  of  the 
militia  of  New  Hampfhire,  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  and  the  North-Eailern 
counties  of  this  ftate,   together  with 


•  fen  by  the  General  Aflembly  of  this  a  fmali  body  of  Continental  troops, 

ftate,  as  delegates  to  ferve  in  the  Con-  we  have  reafon  to  hope,  will    fecure 

tinental  Longrefs,  the  enfuing  year,  our  northern  frontiers.     I  have  how- 

viz.  Hon.   John  Hancock,  Efq.  Sa-  ever,    thought    proper,  in  order   to 

niucl  Ada;ns,  Efi].  John  Adams,  Efq.  ilrenghten  the  troops  commanded  by 

Robert  .  T.     Faine,     Efq.    Eldridge  Major  General  Gates,    to  reprefs  the 

Gerry,    Efq.    Francis    Dana,     Eiq.  incurfions  of  the  favages,   to  embody 

James  Lovell,  Efq.         *  part  of  the  militia,   and  march  them 

„-  to  the  northward.     I  have  alfo  made 

The  Speech  of  his  Excellency  Goniernor  a  further  draught  for  the   protecdoa 

Clinton,  to  the  /^Jfeitibly  of  the  of  the    expofed     inhabitants    of  the 

State  cf  Netv-Tork,   at  the  opening  county  of  Weftchefter,    and  for  the 

cfthe  SeJJio?!,  in  Kingjion,  on  Wed-  defence  of  the  pofts  in  the  Highlands, 


vefday  the  \oth  of  December. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Ge- 
neral Aftembly, 

The  invafion  of  the  ftate,  on  the 
nothernand  weftern  frontiers,  and  the 
profpect  of  an  attack  by  General 
Howe,  on  the  fortrefles  on  the  Hip-h- 
lands,  obliged  me  to  prorogue  the  le- 
giflature,  and  to  deny  myfelf  the  plea- 


which  I  have  the  plcafure  of  afluring 
you,  are  in  fo  refpectable  a  ftate  of 
defence,  as  to  promife  us  fecurity 
againll  any  attack  on  that  quarter. 
This,  together  with  the  feveral  ob- 
ftrudions  in  Hudfon's  river,  has  pro- 
bably induced  General  Howe  to  al- 
ter his  original  plan,  and  to  adopt 
another,  which  from  the  vigilance  of 


iure   of   feeing  our  free    and    happy  his  Excellency  General  Wulhington, 

conftltution,  io  early  organized  as  f  and  the  fpirit of  the  fouthern  militia, 

could  have  willied.     This  1  was  the  we  have  every    reafon  to  hope,  will 

more  readily  led  to  do,  as  well  from  prove  equally  abortive,  notwithftand- 

the  bufy  feafon  of  the   year,  as  the  ing  the  poiTeflion  of  Philadelphia 


confidence,  which  the  people  jullly 
repofcd  in  the  abilities,  and  integrity 
of  the  gentlemen,  in  whom  tke  adinini- 
llration  Of  government  vvai  then  veiled. 


Gcntkmen  of  the  Senate  and  Ge- 
neral Aflembly, 

As  the  fecurity  of  every  free   ftate 

muft,  under  God,  depend  upon  its  in- 

S  f  s  2  ternal 
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ternal  ftrength,  I  take  this  early  oppor- 
tunity to  recommend  to  you,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  tlieutmollimportance,  afpeedy 
revifion  of  the  militia  laws,  which  hav- 
ing been  drawn  at  the  ccmmence- 
ment  of  this  controverfy,  are,  from  an 
alteration  in  circumftances,  become 
inapplicable  to  our  prefent  fituation. 

The  ftate  of  our  finances  likewife 
claims  your  ferious  attention.  The 
want  of  an  organized  government, 
has  hitherto  rendered  it  impoffible  to 
make  any  provifion  for  finking  the 
money,  which  the  war  obliged  us  to 
iflue,  and  we  have  thus  accumulated 
a  debt,  which,  if  neglefted,  will  not 
only  prove  burthenfome  to  the  ftate, 
but  itrike  the  credit  of  our  currency, 
which  it  behoves  us  fo  much  to  fup- 
port. 

You  will  eafily  perceive.  Gentle- 
men, from  the  long  fufpenfion  of  law, 
and  the  diforder  incident  thereto,  the 
necefiity  of  making  proper  provifion 
for  the  fupport  of  government,  on 
the  vigour  and  dignity  of  which  the 
tranquility  of  the  llate  will  in  a 
'great  meafure   depend. 

As  the  conftitiition  has  not  pre- 
fcribed  the  particular  mode,  in  which 
eletSlions  are  to  be  conduced,  you 
will  turn  your  attention  to  fome  law 
for  that  very  neceflary  purpofe. 

Without  detaining  you  any  longer 
at  this  time,  I  fliall.  Gentlemen,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fefiion,  take  occa 
iion  to  lay  before   you,    fuch  other* 
matters,  as  I  conceive  the  necefiities 
of  the  State  require. 
Gentlemen, 
The   late   convention   having,    in 
their  plan  of  government,  manifelled 
the  moft  fcrupulous  attention  to  the 
freedom  and  happinefs  of  the  people, 
and  by  marking  the  line  between  the 
executive,    legifiative,     and  judicial 
powers,  wifely  provided   for  the  i'e- 
curity  of  each,  it  becoines  our  duty 
to   fecond  their  endeavours  :  and  as 
our  condu<5l  will,  in  fome  meafure,  be 
a  rule  for  thcfe  who  are  hereafter  en- 
trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of  go- 


vernment, let  us  remain  within  th« 
feveral  departments  in  which  the  con- 
ftitution  has  placed  us,  and  thereby 
preferve  the  fame  inviolate,  and  re- 
pay the  truft  repofed  in  us,  by  our 
conftituents,  when  tiiey  made  us  the 
guardians  of  their  rights, 

I  do  not  urge  this,  Gentlemen,  be- 
caufe  I  conceive  the  caution  necef- 
fary  to  you,  but  to  fliew  the  impor- 
tant light  in  v/hich  I  fee  this  objeft, 
and  to  convince  you  (however  un- 
equal I  may  find  myfelf  to  the  tafk) 
that  it  Ihall  always  be  my  llrenuous 
endeavour,  on  the  one  hand,  to  re- 
tain and  exercife  for  the  advantage  ©f 
the  people,  the  power  with  which 
they  have  invefted  me  ;  on  the  othec, 
carefully  to  avoid  the  invaficn  of  thofe 
rights,  which  the  conititution  has 
placed  in  other  perfons.    ' 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kiiigjlon,  Dec.  lo,    1777. 

By  order  of  his  Excclle-ncy  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  Knight  of  the  mofi  ho- 
nourable Order  of  the  Bath,  ^c. 
Whereas   a  Proclamation,     iffued 
fi-cm  this  office,  bearing  date  the  i£,th 
inftant,  giving  notice  to  fuch  inha- 
bitants of  Lonp-Ifland  and  Staten- 

o 

Jiland,  as  were  in  want  of  fait,  to  ■ 
cure  the  necefiary  provifions  for  their 
family's  ufe,  the  enfuing  winter,  that 
upon  their  producing  to  the  fuperin- 
tendant  of  this  port,  or  his  deputies, 
a  certificate  from  the  Juflice  of  Peace 
next  to  their  place  of  rendence,  that 
they  ^Lvere  proper  perfons  to  be  trufied, 
would  be  allowed  to  carry,  trom 
New- York,  any  quantity  of  fait,  not 
exceeding  three  bujhels  for  a  fajnih. 
And  whereas  it  appears,  that  the 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  faid  Procla- 
mation, for  obtaining  certificates,  is 
inadequate  to  the  purpofes  thereby 
intended ;  pubii*  notice  is  therefore 
hereby  given,  that  fuch  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Long-Ifland,  &c.  as  ihall 
hereafter  apply,  at  this  ofiice,  for  the 
faid  quantity  of  three  bufhels  of  fait, 
niuft  produce  a  certificate"  from   the 
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Commanding  Officer  of  the  King's 
troops,  on  Lung-liland,  or  from  a 
Field  Officer  of  ti.e  militia  of  the 
connty  in  which  they  reiide,  t/jut  they 
are  proper  perjons  to  be  triiftui,  and 
that  fuch  of  tlic  inhabitants  of  Staten- 
Illand,  as  Ihall  hereafter  apply  for 
the  fame  quantity  of  fitlt,  mult  pro- 
duce at  this  office,  a  lii<e  certificate 
from  General  Campbell  or  General 
Skinner :  and  in  order  that  due  at- 
tention may  be  paid  to  this  Procla- 
mation, authority  is  liereby  granted 
to  any  pcrfon  or  perlcns,  to  fc:%c  all 
fuch  fait  as  they  may  difcc-uer,  on 
hoard  any  'veffel  or  craft,  or  that  may 
he  tranfporting  by  land,  through  any 
farts  of  Long-Ifcnd  or  Staten-Ijlaud, 
unlefs  accompanied  with  a  permiHion 
from  this  onice  :  which  fait  fo  feized 
fhall  be  the  fole  property  of  the  pcr- 
fon or  perfons  feizing  the  fame. 
Andrew  Elliot,  Superintendant. 
SuperintendaAt^ s  Offxe, 
No'v.  18,    1777. 

By  Major-general  James  Robert- 
son, Coamtandant  of  Neiu-Tork, 
PROCLAMATION. 
In  order  that  the  poorer  inhabitants 
of  this  city  may  receive  fome  fupplies 
of  wood  at  a  reafonable  price,  I  have 
appointed  John  Thompfon,  Efq. 
of  Brcoklyn,  to  employ  a  number  of 
perfons  to  cut  wood  on  Long-Itland 
Jbr  that  purpofe,  and  bnng  it  down 
to  the  wharfj  nearest  to  where  the  laid 
wood  is  cut :  therefore  iuch  perfons 
as  Ihall  produce  proper  recommenda- 
tions, will  obtain  orders  from  me  to 
receive  a  proportion  of  the  faid  wood, 
on  their  paying  to  the  fi;id  John 
Thompfon,  the  charges  of  cutting 
and  carting  the  faid  wood,  with  an 
addition  of  four  fliil lings  per  <.ord  for 
his'trouble  in  this  f.rvice. 

James  Robertson,  jVI.  G. 
And  Commandant  of  New-York. 


fhe    follo--vjing    is   copied    from    the 
Leyden  Gaz£tte : 
We  have    been    requciled  on    tJie 
part  of  the  Commiilioners  from  the 
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Congrefs,  at  Paris,  to  infert  the  fol« 
lowing  letter  addrelfed  to  all  Cap- 
tains and  commanders  of  Hiips  of  war, 
or  other  armed    veifels  belongin-^  to 
the  United  States  of  America: 
**   Ctntlcmen, 
"  Complaints  having  been  brought 
to  us  of  violences  oitered  by  American 
vefi'els,  armed  in  neatral  nations,  in 
feizing  veflels  belonging  to  their  fub- 
jedts  and  carrying  their  flag,   and  iri 
taking  thofe  of  the  enemy  while  they 
were  under  die  proteftion  of  the  coalls 
of  neutral  countries,  contrary  to  the 
ufage  and  cuitom  of  civilized  nations; 
thefe  prcfeiits  are  to  requell  you  not 
to  commit  any  fuch  violations,    con- 
trary   to  the   right  of  nations,   but 
to  conform  yourielves  to  the  exprcfs 
povvers  in  your  commiiiions,  which  is 
to  limit  yourielves  to  the  capture   of 
fuch  veilels  at  fuch  times  as  tney  Ihall 
not  be  under  the  procedlion  of  a  port, 
river,   or  neutral   coa;',  and  confine 
yourfelves  only  to  feizing  fuch  fhips 
as  ihall  have  on    board  foldiers,  am- 
munition,  provifions,   or   other  con- 
traband  mercli^andizes,   deftined  for 
the  Britilh  armies,   and   veilels  em- 
ployed againll  the  United  States.    Jh 
all  other  cafes  you  will   refpedt  the 
rights  of  neutrality  as  you  would  your- 
felves expedl  protetlion,  and  treat  all 
neutral  vellels  with  thegreatelf  regard 
and    friendlhip,    for   the    honour  of 
your    country     and    that    of   your- 
felves. 

«'   We  are,  Gentlemen, 

*'  Your  moll  humble  fervants, 
"  Benjamin  Franklin-, 
"  Silas  Deane, 
"  Ar.thur  Lee, 
Comm.iffioners  of  the  Congrefs. 
At  Paris,  No-v .21,    1 7  7  7 . 

The  folloiving  is  an  authentic  Copy 
of  the   Instructions   given  by 
Congress  to  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries fent  to  the  fe-ue  rale  our  ts 
of  Europe. 
In  Congrefs,  Dec.  30,    1 7 76. 
Refolved, 
That  C'lnmiflioneri  be  fent  to  the 
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Courts  cf  Vienna,  France,  Spain, 
Pruliia,  and  the  Giand  Duke  of 
Tufcany. 

That  the  feveral  Commiffioners  of 
tile  United  States  be  inftrufted  to 
affure  the  refpedive  Courts,  that 
notwithllandir.g  the  artful  and  in- 
fidious  endeavours  of  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  to  reprclent  the  Con- 
grefs  and  Inhabitants  of  thefe  States 
to  the  European  powers,  as  having 
a  difpofition  again  to  fubmit  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  it  is  their  (determination, 
at  all  events,  to-  maintain  their  In- 
dependence. 

That  the  Commiffioners  be  re- 
fpeftively  directed  to  ufe  every  means 
in  their  power,  to  procure  the  aflili- 
ance  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
and  of  their  mofi:  Chriftian,  Catho- 
lick,  and  Pruffian  Majellies,  for  pre- 
venting Ruffian,  German,  and  other 
foreign  troops,  from  teing  fentto 
Nortii  America  for  holtiie  purpofes 
againfl  the  United  States,  and  Tor 
cbtaining  'a  recall  of  thofe  already 
icr.t. 

That  liis  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
be  induced,  if  poffible,  ta  affift  the 
United  States  in  the  prefent  war  with 
Great  Britain,  by  attacking  tlie 
Eleftorate  of  Hanover,  or  any  part 
of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in 
Europe,  the  Eaft, or  Welt  Indies. 

That  the  Commiffioners  be  further 
empov/eied  to  itipulate  with  the  Ccuit 
of  i*"rance,  that  all  the  trade  between 
the  United  States,  and  the  Weil 
India  Illands,  fhall  be  carried  en  by 
veffels  cither  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jefts  cf  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
or  the-i^i  States,  each  having  liberty 
to  carry  on  fuch  trade. 

'I'iiat  the  Commiffioners  be  likewife 
inilruiled  to  afTure  his  Moll  Chrilliaa 
Majefty,  that  ihould  his  forces  be 
employed  in  conjunftion  with  the 
United  States,  to  exclude  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majelly  from  any  fhare  in 
the  Cod  Filhery  of  America,  by  re- 
ducing the  lilands  of  Newfoundland 
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and  Cape  Breton ;  and  that  lh!p3 
of  war  be  furniOied,  when  required, 
by  the  United  States,  to  reduce  Nova 
Scotia,  the  rifher)-  ihall  be  enjoyed 
equally,  and  in,  common,  by  the 
luhjears  of  his  Moll  ChrilHan'  Ma- 
jelly, provided  the  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  IHand  of  Cape  Breton,  and 
the  remaining  part  of  iNfewfound- 
land,  be  annexed  to  tjie  territory 
and  government  of  the  United 
States. 

That  {ViGuld  the  propofals,  made 
as  above,  be  infuffioient  to  produce 
the'  propoied  Declaj-ation  of  War, 
and  the  Commiffioners  are  convinced 
aud'that  it  cannot  othersvife  be  ac- 
complifhed,  they  muft  aiTure  his  Moil 
Chriiiian  Majelly,  that  fuch  of  the 
Britifn  Well  India  lilands,  as  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  fliall  be  reduced 
by  the  united  force  of  France  and 
thefe  States,  ihall  be  yielded  an 
abfolute  property  to  his  Molt  Chi-if- 
tian  Majelly.  The  United  States 
engage,  on  timely  notice,  to  furn.lh 
at'  the  expence  of  the  laid  States, 
and  deliver  at  ibme  convenient  port 
or  ports,  in  the  faid  State,  pro- 
vifions  for  carrying  an  expedition 
againll  the  faid  Hlanas,  to  the  amount 
of  two  nlillions  of  dollars,  and  fix 
frigates,  mounting  not  lefs  than 
twenty-four  guns  each,  manned  and 
htted  for  fea ;  and  to  render  any 
other  affiilance  which  may  be  in  their 
power,  as  becomes  good  allies. 

That  the  Commiffioners  for  the 
Courts  of  France  and  Spain  confult 
together,  and  prepare  a  'tVeaty  of 
Commerce  and  Alliance,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  hmilar  to  the  firll  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Court  of  France,  and 
not  inconfillent  therewith,  nor  difa- 
ereeable  to  his  Moll  Chrillian  Ma- 
jelly,  to  be  propofed  to  the  Court 
■  of  Spain  ;  adding  thereto. 

That  if  his  Cathoiick  Majefty  will 
join  with  the  United  States  in  a 
w.a-  with  Great  Britain,  they  will 
alihl  in  reducing  to  the  pofiefiion  of 
fcpain,   the  Town    and  Karboar  of 

PeafacGla, 


(     5"     ) 

Penfncola,   provided  the  citizens  and  noble  Lord,  and  happy  for  thouTinds, 

inhabitants    oi"    tJie    United    States  who  have  fince  fuffered  unneccfiliriiy, 

fhali  ha^^e  the  free  and  nninterrupted  if  he  had  confidcred  that  moderatioa 

navigation  of  the  MifTiiippi,   and  tlie  is  a  mark  of  wifiom,   and  humanity 

ufc  of  the  Harbour   of   Penfacola;  an  ornament   to  the  higheft  fcation. 


States  from  his  ports,  or  has  con- 
.fifcated  fuch  veilels,  declare  war 
againll  the  laid  King,  if  that  mea- 
fure  Iha'.l  be  agreeable  to,  and  fup- 
portcd  by  the  Courts  of  Fraiice  and 
bpain. 

That  the  Commiffioners  for  the 
Court  of  Berlin  coniult  with  the 
Commiffioners  at  the  Court  of  France, 
and   prepaie  fuch  Treaty   or  Trea 


wiflied  that  this  war,  into  which  they 
entered  with  reluftr.nce,  might  be 
diftinguiflied  by  the  humanity  with 
which  it  was  condudlcd  ;  and  that 
conipaflion  might  heal  ^  the  wounds 
that  were  in  Aided.  The  records  of 
Congrefs,  my  Lord,  were  filled  with 
proofs  of  tender  care  and  attention, 
not  only  to  the  wants,  but  to  the 
comfort  and  accommodation  of  their 


ties  of    FiiendlHp   and   Commerce     prifoners 


to  be  propofed  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  as  fhall  not  be  difagreeable 
to  their  Moll  Lhrillian  and  Catholick 
Majefties. 

Extraft  of  the  Minutes, 

Charles  Thompson, 
Secretary  of  the  Congrefs. 
5y  Order  of  the  Congrefs, 

'     John  Hancock,  Prefident. 


The  following  is  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  letter  which  was  fent  to 
Lord  lord  North,  by  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States  of 
•America : 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  No  RT  H,  Flrjl 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  Principle 
Minifler-nf  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 


"  We  have  wifhed  in  vain  to  find 
fuch  inftances  in  the  afcs  of  Britilh 
governments,  for  unhappily  all  we 
have  feen  on  this  fubjeil,  is  the  pub- 
lic declaration  of  the  governors  and 
general  who  was  diofen  to  commence 
this  war  that  the  American  officers  and 
foldlers  fliould  be  treated  with  equal 
indignity,  and  all  devoted,  without 
dilHndlion,  io  the  moll  ignominious 
fate,  in  terms  too  low  for  us  to  re- 
peat. We  have  never  heard  of  this 
proceeding,  having  been  cenfured  by 
the  government  from  which  he  de- 
rived his  authority.  Neither  has  the 
in\'itation  to  the  Indian  favages,  at  a 
public  treaty,  to  drink  the  blood  and 
feall  upon  the  body  of  thofe  whora 
you  call  your  fabjedts,  been  ever  dif- 
avowed. 

"  It  is  an  univerfal  complaint, 
that  the  practices  of  thofe  in  autho- 
rity under   you  have  been  conform- 


My  Lord, 
*'  From  motives  of  duty  and   an 
earneft  deure  of  mitigating  the  cala-     able  to  the  principles  of  thefe  public 
mities  of  v/ar,  we  propofed,  near  a     acls. 


year  fmce,  to  the  King  of  Great  Sri- 
tain's  AmbaiTadorheje,  an  exchange 
of  prifoners  in  Europe.  The  anfvver 
we  received  muil  have  been  made 
known  to  your  Lordfliip,  and  the 
world  will  judge  of  its  decency.  It 
would  have  been  honourable  for  that 


"  Colonel  Parker,  a  gentleman  of 
rank,  was  thrown  into  a  common  gaol 
in  Bofton,  covered  over  with  wounds, 
where  he  perillied  unpitied,  for  want 
of  the  common  comforts  which  hi^ 
fituation  and  humanity  reqiiired. 

"  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  was  drag- 

g<-'4 
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ged  in  chains,  from  Canada  to  Eng- 
land, from  England  to  Ireland,  from 
Ireland  to  Carolina,  and  from  thence 
to  New-York  ;  at  a  time  vyhen  the 
officers  taken  from  you,  in  tJie  fame 
expedition,  were  treated  not  only  with 
lenity,     but    every   poflible     indul- 


gence. 


"  The  barbarous  treatment  of  Mr. 
Level,  in  Bofton,  has  no  parallel. 
Of  the  prifoners  made  in  Fort  Vv^'afh- 
ington,  two  thirds  of  them  periiaed 
by  the  unexampled  cruelty  and  ri- 
gours of  their  captivity.  Even 
in  England,  the  feverities  which  the 
American  prifoners  fuffer,  are,  ac- 
cording to  die  teilimony  of  everyone 
we  have  feen,  of  the  moft  grievous 
kind.  Stripes  have  been  inflifted  on 
fome,    to    make    them    commit    the 

\<ieepeft  of  all  crimes,  the  fighting 
againli:  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
TM umbers  are  now  groaning  in  bond- 
age in  Africa  and  India,  to  which 
they  v7&re  compelled  by  menaces  of 
tn  immediate  ignominious  death  ;  as 
con  rary  to  every  rule  of  war  among 
civilised  nations,  as  to  every  di*5late 
of  humanity. 

"  It  is  widi  the  greatefl:  regret  we 
mention  thefe  cruelties.  For  the 
honour  of  humanity,  we  hope  they 
mil  not  be  committed  again.  Your 
Lordihip  mull  know,  that  it  is  in  the 
po'u'/er  of  thole  we  have  the  honour  to 
reprefent,  to  make  ample  retaliation 
upon  the  numerous  prifoners  of  all 
ranks  in  their  poffeilion  :  and  we 
warn  and  befeech  you  not  to  render 
it  their  in difpenflble  duty.  Upwjirds 
of  f.ve  htmdred'  Britith.  feamen  have 
been  generouily  treated,  fet  at  liberty 
hv  ourcruziers  in  thefe  feas,  and  fenc 

.  at  the  public  e.xpcnce  to  their  coun- 
try We  trufi:,  )'0u  will  think  your- 
iolves  bound  to  difmifs,  an  equal 
number  of  feamen  taken  in  the  fcr- 
^■ice  cA'  the  United  States. 

''  We  alfo  defire,  that  a  pen  on 
appointed  by  us  may  have  permiliicm   ■ 

•  to  fui~n-ih  the  liibjeits  of  the  United 


States,  who  are  in  3'oar  prifons,  with 
the  neceflkries  they  may  want  from 
time  to  time ;  and  that  a  general 
cal-re!  may  be  immediately  fettled, 
by  which  the  unfortunate  on  both 
fides  may  be  relieved  as  foon  as  pof- 
iible  from  the  miferies  of  imprifon- 
ment. 

'♦  We  mull  beg  a  fpecdy  anfwer, 
that  we  may  tranfmit,  without  delay, 
the  determination  of  your  court  to 
our  conllituents. 

*'  We  have  the  honor  to  be  with 
the  high  ell  refpefl,  my  Lord, 

*'  YourLordiliip's  moil  obedient, 
"  And  moll  humble  fervants, 
"  Be?:jamik  Franklin. 
"   Silas'  Deane. 
*'  Arthur  Lee. 
"    CommiiTioners   Plenipotentiary 
from    the  Independent  and    United 
States  of  America.'' 
Piiffi,   near    Paris, 
Dec.    \z,   1777. 

The  anf.ver  received  from  govern- 
ment the  3d  of  January,  1778,  on 
the  Cubjeift  of  the  American  prifoners, 
is  to  the  following  eiTecl : 

,  "  His  majeily's  fervants  do  not 
approve  of  the  propofal  of  infpeflors. 
They  underftand  the  eftabliment  of 
the  prifoners  to  be  what  is  ufual  and 
proper  in  fuch  cafes ;  if  there  has 
been  any  negleft,  they  have  given  • 
ilrift  orders  to  have  it  reftified,  and 
they  will  always  be  ready  to  redrefs 
any  complaiius  that  ihall  be  made. 
I'lie  priioaers  fliall  be  permitted  to ' 
receive,  under  proper  regulations, 
any  chariiublc  donations,  in  their  fa- 
vor. Befides  this,  government  are 
difpofed,  and  have  it  in  their  inten- 
tions, as  opportunity  fliall  offer,  to 
exchange  them  in  Americea  againll 
Britlih  prifoners  there.  If  any  com- 
pknnts  are  made  through  the  hands 

of  iVJr.  H y,  or  through  any  other 

pi'oper  channel,  they  Vvili  be  taken 
into  coniideration,  according  to  the 
cafe,  and  redrefled." 


( 
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Vf'hitehall,  March  I7,   1778. 
C-opy   of  a   letter  fro?n    General   Sir 
William  Howe /a  Lord  Gzokgz 
Ge"RMAIN,     one    of  his   Majefy's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  dated 
at  Philadelphia,  the  igth  of  Ja- 
nuary,  1778. 
My  Lord, 
The  prefent  appearance  of  the  wea- 
ther encouraging  me  to  hope  the  river 
will  be  fufficiently  open  in  a  few  days 
to  admit  of  a  packet  failing,  1  have 
prepared  my  difpatches  to  this  date, 
qod  fhall  fend  them  off  without  wait- 
ing for  the  receipt  of  thofe  from  your 
Lordlhip  by  the  Lord  Hyde  packet, 
which  1  am  informed  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  arrived  at  New-York  on  the 
ift  inllanc,  and  were  detained  upon  a 
fuppofition  that  the  navigation  of  this 
river  would  not  be  open  for  a  fhip  of 
force,  and  not  thinking  it  advifeable, 
^0  truit  them  in  the  packet,  or  in  the 
armed  veflcl  bringing  the  advice. 

There  has  not  any  thing  more  ma- 
terial happened  fince  the  departure 
cf  Lord  Comwallis,  who  I  requcfted 
to  be  the  bearer  of  my  laft  difpatches, 
than  the  paffing  a  coniiderable  detach- 
ment of  the  army  acrofs  the  Schuyl- 
kill on  the  zzd  of  December,  to  take 
poll:  on  the  heights  of  Derby,  in  or- 
42r  to  cover  the  coUefling  and  tranf- 
porting  by  water,  as  well  as  by  land. 


a  large  quantity  of  forage  which  that 
country  afforded.  About  1000  tons 
were  brought  in,  a  quantity  judged 
to  be  nearly  fufHcient  for  the  winter 
confumption  ;  and  the  detachment  re- 
turned on  the  28th  of  December, 
without  any  further  attempts  from  the 
enemy  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
foragers,  than  from  fmall  parties 
fkulking,  as  is  their  cuftom,  to  leize 
upon  the  ftraggling  foldiers : — one  of 
thefe  parties,  confiiting  of  two  officers 
and  thirty  men,  were  decoyed  by  tv/o 
dragoons  of  the  17th  regiment  into  an 
ambufcade,  and  made  orifoncrs. 

On  the  30th  and  3  i  ll  of  December 
the  troops  went  into  winter  quarters 
in  this  town,  where  they  are  well  ac- 
commodated. 

The  enemy's  army,  excepting  a 
detachment  of  1200  men  at  Wil- 
mington, is  hutted  in  the  woods 
near  Valley  Forge  upon  the  Schuyl- 
kill, 26  miles  from  hence,  and  in  a 
very  ftrong  pofition. 

Colonel  Harcourt,  who  will  have 
the  honour  of  prefenting  thefe  dif- 
patches, has  my  leave  to  go  to  England 
upon  his  private  affairs,  to  whom  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordfhip  for 
the  fulleft  information  that  may  be 
required. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &-c. 

W.  Howe, 


Lif  jf  Ships  taken  by  the  Americans, 


^hips  Names  and  Majiers, 
Aftive,  Mauger, 
Adventure,  root, 
Adventure,  Rawlinlbn, 
Ainflie, 

Alexander,  Welley, 
Amelia,  Tyrie, 
Amherll,  Lorain, 
Amity's  Regard, 
Anne,  Wiifon, 
Ariadne,  Trafer, 
Aurora^  Stcv/art, 
Betfey,  Booth, 
Betfey,  Grant, 
Beilcy,  Gambkt, 


From  and  to 
Nevyfoundland  to  a  market. 
Yarmouth  to  Cumberland. 
Ireland  to  New- York, 
Halifax  to  Quebec. 
Halifax  to  Jamaica. 
Senegal  to  Kingllon, 
Honduras  to  London. 
Weft-Indici  to  New- York. 
Newfoundland  to  Jamaica, 
Welt-Indies  to  Halifax, 
Liverpool  to  New- York. 
Africa  to  the  Well-Indies, 
Halifax  to  Quebec. 
Weft-Indies  to  New- York, 
Ttt 


retaken, 

with  70  flaves, 

retaken, 
retaken. 

with  1 70  Haves. 
Betfey, 


Ships  Names  and  Majtcrs. 
Betfey,  Keagh, 
Eetty,  Dawfon, 
Black  Prince,  Cooke, 
Britannia,  Wood, 
Brothers, 

Canadian,  Bareinth, 
Charlotte,  Stephens, 
Charlotte,  Urban, 
Charming  Elizabeth, 
Charming  Peggy, 
Clifton,  Collins, 
Concord,  Mafon, 
Conftant,  Betfey, 
Coant  of  Provence,  ShesI,- 
Darly,  Rimmer, 
Difpatch,  Le  Geyts, 
Dolphin,  Polberg,- 
Dolphin,  Sewell, 
Dorothy,  Muns, 
Emp.  of  Germany,  Ka\vkins, 
Endeavour,  Hagget, 
Fair  Lady,  Taylor, 
Fame,  Coats, 
Fanny,   Gladwin, 
Fanny,  a  fnow. 
Flora,  Wallace, 
Flora,  Robinfon, 
Fly,  Bray, 
Fly,  Burden, 
Fortune,  Kenyan, 
Fox,  a  King's  lliip* 
General  Howe  privateer. 


withzijflayei* 
difcharged.    , 
retaken, 
retaken, 
retaken. 
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From  and  td 
Honduras  to  Jamaica. 
Liverpool  to  Dominica. 
Senegal  to  Dominica, 
Newfoundland  to  a  market, 
Madeira  to  New- York, 
From  Hie  du  Madame, 
Ireland  to  the  Well-Indies, 
Well-Indies  to  St.  Augulline's. 
Well-Indies  to  New-York. 
Jamaica  to  New- York,  zjohhds.  rum. 

Africa  to  the  Well-Indies,        with  300  ilaves. 
New- York  to  the  Weft-Indies. 
Leeward  Iflands  to  Halifax,  100  pun.  of  rum- 
Well-Indies  to  London,  retaken. 

Senegal  to  Dominica,  full  of  Haves. 

Newfoundland  to  at  market. 

On  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
London  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 

New- York  to  Jamaica,  retaken. 

Corke  to  Eourdeaux. 

Liverpool  to  New- York. 

Gold  t'oaft  to  Jamaica,  withzyoflaves* 

St.  Augulline's  to  London. 

MifTifippi  to  London. 

Grenadoes  to  New- York. 

Leeward  Iflands  to  St.  AugGillne's. 

Newfoundland  to  a  market. 

London  to  Senegal. 

Ditto  to  Well-indies, 

Ditto  to  Cadiz. 

Halifax  to  London,  retaken. 

cruizing  near  Martimco,  fitted  out  at  Grenada 


General  Howe,  Underwood,    Jamaica  to  New- York, 


retake  n» 


for  Englan-d. 

On  the  Banks  of- Newfoundland. 
Newfoundland  to  a  market. 
Bay  Chaleurs  to  a  market. 


General  Keppel,  Mailers, 
George,  Baker, 
George,  EUworthy, 
George,  Wheaton, 
George,  Bullfinch, 
Cloucefterj  Lawfon, 
Good  Intent,  T)elpcr, 
Gunton,  Jones, 
Harriet,  Hayman, 
Hawkc,  Beli, 
Hazard, 
Hope,  Butler, 
Hope,  a  fchooner,- 
Howe>  Baine, 

Howe,-  Underwood,  — ■^ , 

•Jamaica  Packet,  Humphreys,  Grenada  to  London. 
James,  Picrpoint,  '      I'obago  to  Halifax. 

[To  he  iantiiiued^ 


Malaga  to  London. 
Newfoundla:nd  to  Well-Iudiesa 
Newfoundland  to  Dominica. 
Yarmouth  to  America. 
Wefl-Indies  to  Liverpool. 
Newfoundland  to.  a  market. 
Corke  to  Jamaica, 
Newfoundland  to  a  market. 
In  the  Delaware. 
Penfacola  to  Greenock. 


retakeiT.' 
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State  of  South  Carolina         ——  372 

Blankets  ordered  for  the  American  Army  292 

Eonham  Town,  Skirmiihes  theie      —       155 

Btifton,  account  of  the  Fercc  there    1—     14a 


Bofton,  Inftruftions  to  the  Reprefentatives  of 

243 

Bounties  .for  enlifting  into  the  Continental 
Army  ___  az, 

Bofton,  Bank  Nontes  ilfucd  there     — •         65 

Eourchiers,  Lieut,  his  account  of  his  Engage- 
ment with  Capt.  Thompfon         —  305 

Brandy  wine,  Aftion  there,  between  the  King's 
Troops  and  Americans  —  410 

•— —  Gen.  Walhington's  account  of  thaC 
Aftion  ■  43a 

'  an  American  account  of  the  fame  affaic 

43S 
Breft,  American  Privateers  faluted  there    205 
Britons,  confidered   as  Warring   againft    Li- 
berty, Virtue,   and   the  Arts  and   Sciences 

Brown,  Col.  his  Letter  to  Gen.  Gates  —  45S 
Brunc,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  —  23a 
Brunfwick,  Skirmilh  near  that  Place  —  9^ 
Burgoyne,  Gen.  arrives  at  Quebec  — »  2og| 
— —  goes  to  the  Lakes  ■  2 IE 

-— —  iffues  a  Proclamation  —  ibicL 

I    '    '  his    account     of    taking    Ticonderoga 

34* 


— —  American  accaunt  of  that  Event 
— -  gets  to  Hudfon's  River  — 

—  fends  a  Leater  to    Lord  George 
main  from  Saratoeha         ^ 


receives  a  Letter  from  Col. 
Fort  Stanwich  


St. 


357 

36c 

Ger- 

389 


Leger  ac 
304. 

'■    '  ■  his  inftruftions  to  Lieut.  Col.  Baum,  Ib« 
— —  Obfervations  on  his  Situation     — •     39$ 
■  '  I     I  his   Letter   to   Lord    George    Germain, 
containing  an  account  of  his  Opera- 
tions, and  the  Surrender  of  his  Army 

462,  to  475 

Account  of  the  Number  of  his  Army 

who    furrendered,     of    the    Cannon^ 

Arms,  &CC.  •  477 

— —  Rcfolves  of  the  Affembly  of  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay,     refpefting   the   Quatering, 

Sec.  of  his  Array         ibid. 

— —  further   particulars  of  his  Surrender,  in 
a  Letta-  from  a  Gentleman   at  Paris 

48E 

I       his  Letter  to  Sir  William  Howe  —  43s 

I     receives  a    Letter   from     Gen.  Clinton 

495 
Burt,  Gov.  his  Proclamation  and  Speech    169 

By-Stander,  a  Letter  written  by        —        164 

C. 
Camilla,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  hec 

105,  23? 

Campbell,  Col.  his  Letter  to  Gen  Howe     13S 

y  u  u  JampbeU 


N 


CampW!,   Gen.   liis  account  of  a  Skirmilh 

upon  Statc'ii  Klaud  —.-^  ^zz 

Canada,  the  Laljes  there  free  from  Ice    —  55 

— —  State  of  the  Army  there         —  210 

American  account   of    the    Skirmilhes 

395 
Carlrton,   Gen.    Advices   fi-om    him  to    Gen, 

Howe  137 

Catechil'm,  a  new  one  1 13 

Cerbei-us.,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  J04 

Charge  to  the  Grand  jnry  of  Chaileltowii  on 

the  rife  of  the  American  Empire     —     527 

Charlettown,  French    Ships  of   Force  aiTives 

there  —  14- 

__—  Prefentments  of  their  Grand  fury  327 
Chatham,  a  Kings  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  233 
Chovet,  Mr.    fvvears    Allegaince    to  the  Con- 

grL-fs  278 

Clinton,   Gen.  addrelTed   by   the  principal  In- 

habitmt.s  of  Rhode  Illand  —  160 

I.  his  Anfwer  thereto  —  161 

liis  nccount  of  his  Expedition  into  Jer- 

fey  420 

.  h;s  account  of  taking;  the   Forts,   Clin- 

ton and  Moi>tgomery         '—  423 

— —  Rc-turn    of   the    Killed    and    Wounded 
of  the   King's   Troops  in   that  Aiftion 

426 

-  his    Speech   to    the  AiTembly  at    New 

York  507 

■■  Ifuies  a  Proclamation  —  508 
Collier,  Sn- George,  his  account  of  taking  the 
Hancock,  and  retaking  the  Fox      —      262 
Congreff,  general  Ord.rs-  iffued  therefrom     27 
— —  receives  intelligence   from  the  Army  at 
Pluckemin                 — — —  29 
■           Refolution'^  refpeifting  their  Troops     33 
p-urtherRefolutions  relpecling  their  Lot- 
tery, and  fujiplying   their  Army  with 
Proviliors  36 
— —  enaft  Penalties   on    refufing   to   accept 
Continental  Currency         —          ibid. 

-  ■■  ■  apf-'iints  a  Coinmitie,  and  Time  of  their 

Selhng  3'^ 

_ —  regulate  the  Exportation  of  Lumber  36 
— -  Intelligence  received  bv  —  7  t 

—.,—  Refolutions  relative  to  Military  Com- 

milfions  73 

-  —  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Britilli 

and  Hefiian  Orticers  to  American  Pri- 

foneis  ■ '  ■  ibid. 

— —  receive  Intelligence  from  the   Army  at 

Fiucketiiin  74 

iuiitl  Oj)on  Independency.        —         95 

— —    RtVLduiions    therein,     for   the     better 

Ciovernracnt    of   the    Commonwealth 

'33 

..     ,■   appoint  a  Committee,  to   enquire   into 

ufagc  of  their  priloners  at  New  York 

180 
—— fettle  the  Rate  of  Intercll        —     ibid. 


D  E  X. 

Congrefs  receive  Letters  from  Gcn.Wafliington 
containing   an  account     of    the    Skir 
mtlhcs  and  Operations  in  Jerfey   257. 

268,  &CC 
• Ifiue  Orders  refpeifllng  Deferters  —  271 

their      Relblutions      refpedling      Pay— 

matters  _____  272 

— —  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Prefident  and   Council  of  Pennfylvania 

ibid. 

Report  of  that  conference      273 

make    Alterations    in  the    Articles  of 


V  V  ar 


their  Refolutions  refpecTtltig  recruiting,. 

and  feveral  other   Matters  relating  ta 

their  Army  27:; 

MelTrs.    Dove,    Chovat,     Smith,    anS' 

Harrifon,  fwear  Allegiance  to  —  277 
examine  Gen.  Schuyler's  accounts  281 
their   Refolutions  refpedting  the  Quar- 

tei&jCommifaries,  Sec. ibid. 

their  further  Refolutions,  refpeifting  the 

Commifarici,      De[>uty     Commifaries,. 

&c.  285- 

receive  a  Letter   from  Gen.  St.  Clair, 

on  the  Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  357 
Refolutions  of    the  Congrefs   on   that 

Event  360 

apprehend   feveral    Qua4;er3    at    Phila- 
delphia —  439 
Order    Cloathing     for     the    Northern 

Army  — — 

their  Refolutions  on 

of  Prizes 
their  Refolutions    to 


—  45* 
the  Condemnation- 

486 

pay    Intereft    of 

—         ibid. 


Public  Debts  in  Paris 
give  Inllruftions  to  the  American   Ple- 
nipotentiaries,    fent     to     the    feveral 


509 

-78,97 

130 

of  Pen- 


12^ 
Iriih. 
204. 


Courts  of  Europe  

Conneflicut  Militia,  and  Officers  of - 
— —  Prices  of  Goods  there  — 

Conllitution  of  the   Commonwealth 

fyhsnia  • •  1 

Continental     Bills,   Aft  for  making    them 

Legal  tender  

Convoys  appointed   for  the  Britilh  and 

'  Coalls  

Cornwallis,  Lord,  his  Letter  to  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  ■  214 

Cnfs.     See  ^-itneykxin  C'riJJs 
Cumberland  Militia   difcharged  and  thanked 

i8x 
D. 
Danbury,  Gen.  Howe's  Account  of  the   Ex- 
pedition to  that  Place  —  14'r 
— —  American  ^iccount  of  that  Affair       I'fr 
— —  other  Particulars  lelativc  thereto       15s' 

lortitied  by  the  Americans      -—       156 

Paphne,   a   King's  Ship,    Prizes    taken   by. 

103,  231 
Dartmouili 


N 


D 


E 


X, 


Paitmouib,  Lord,  his  Letter  to  the  Govenor 
of  Florida  — •  —  3S5 

Pates,  Recapitulation  of,  Jhewing  that  no 
Plan  was  foiined  by  the  Miiiirter,  for  the 
Campaign  in  America  —  399 

Dcferters,  Ordeisof  the  Congrefs  rcfpefting 
them  —  —  271 

Diamond,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  s^4 

Dickenfon,  Mr.  (the  Author  of  the  Farmer's 
Letters)  at  Qovtrr  —  76 

DifagrCement  between  Gen.  Howe  and  -Lord 
Percy  —  _  97 

Dove,  Mr.  fwears  Allegiance  to  the  Congrefs 

Drayton,   Mr.    his    Charge   to   the  Jury   of 


Char'.fs  Town  in  South  Carolina 


3i7 


Druid,  a  King's  Ship,  Lift  of  her  killed  and 

wounded  in  an  AAion  with  a  Privateer  40; 

Dunmorc,  Lord,  arrives  in  lingland     -      131 

E.. 
lEaft  Jerfey,  Account  nfSkirmifhes  there    75 
Elk,  Gen.  Howe's  Letter  from  the    Head    of 
that  River  —  —        ^07 

■  publiihes  a  Proclamation  there  388 

Emerald,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  231 
Eiiglilh  Illandj  in  the    Weil  Indies,  manner 
of  getting  Provifioiis  there  —  141 

Epitaph  on  Adams  and   Cuthbertfon   at  Ille 
aux  Noix  —  —  66 

"ErfKine,  Sir  William,  a  Letter   to,  complain- 
ing of  the  Cruelties  of  the   Britilh   Troops 

213 
^—  his  Anfwer  thereto  —  214 

Efopus,  Gt-n.  VaUghan's   account  of  burning 

that  Town  —  427 

Extracts  from   the   feveral  American  Papers 


Fal 


con. 


Kin 


gs 


F. 

Shir 


Prizes 


taken 

106, 


Fail  appointed  in  America 

Fiiher,  Mr.  his  Letter  to  the  Congrefs 


221 
by 

3S 
134 

53 
the 

35*5 
386 


Fi(h-Kill,  Intelligence  trom 

Florida,    Lord    Dartmouth's    Letter    to 

Govtrrnor  of  — 

— —  Proclamatii^n  bv  the  Governor  of 
Forefniliiig,  an  Act  palled   in    Maryland   to 

prevent  jc  —  305 

P'owey,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizts  taken  by     io6 
Fox,  Sir  G.  Collier's    Account   of  re-taking 

that  Ship  —  —  262 


France,  American  Priz.es  fold  there 


96 


'  Rclidcnce of  American  Plenipotentiaries 

there  —  —  i  id. 

«—• — •  Arms,  Ammunition,  S;c.  arrive-  in 
America  from  thence  —  131 

— —  their  Conduft  to  the  Aifcerican  Priva- 
teers —  —  366 

— —  Military  Preparations  making  there  370 

•—  Letter  trom  the  War-Ottite  of  Malia- 
chufctta  Bay,  to  the  American  Deputies 
in  '   —  —  47S 


Fruiklin,  Dr.   receives  a    Letter  from   LorJ 

Howe  .    —  — .  30 

— —  his  Anfwer  thereto  -  31 

lis  Letters  to  Lord  Stornront      -       371 

Paper  fuppofed  to   he   written   by  him 

for  the  Purpofc  of  borrowing  Money       380 

Fuel,  Dearnefs  of  at  New-York  -      "jz 

G. 
Galatea,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by    231; 
Ganfewoort,  Col.  his  Letter  to  Gen    Arnold 

44+ 
Gates,  Gen.    his  Orders    refpi^ctmg    Deferttis 

179 
— —  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Hancock.  443 

— —  his  general  Orders  at  Half-Moon,  pre- 
vious to  the  Army's  marching  to  attack 
the  Enemy  at  Fort  Edward  4^9 

his    Letter    to    the    Prefident    of   tiie 

Council  of  Malfaehufett's  Bay         -       4:'} 

— —  orders  the  American  Army  out  of  fi£,ht, 
while  the  Britifli  Army  pile  their  Arms  4S2 

General  Orders  from  the  Mead-Quarters  at 
Philadelphia  —  27 

General  Lifls  of  the  Ships  taken  by  the  Ame- 
rican Priv.ireers  —  108,435 

Germain,  Lord,  his   Letter  to   Gov.    Tyrone 

'  157 
German-Town,  Gen.  Howe's  Account  of  the 

killed  and  wounded  of  the  King's  Army  in 

the  Battle  at  that  Place  —  41S 

Guernfiy,  Amerii  an  Privateers   feen   off"  that 

Ilhnd'  —  —  143 

H. 
Hacbinfack,  Account  of  a  Skirmilh  there  69 
Halifa.x,  Prifoners  there  refute    to    fign  G^n. 

Howe's  Proclamation  — •  r;; 

Hancock,  Sir  G.  Collier's  Account  of  taking 

that  Ship  —  —  26a 

Harrifon,  Mr.  fwears  AUeg'anre  to  the  Con- 

gnfs  —  —  2  7? 

Harwich  Packcc-Boat  bought  of  the  Captors 

199 
Heath,   Gen.   defiroys   upwards   of  100  flat- 
bottomed  Boats  —  7t 
Heilier,  Gen.  arrives  in  Europe         -         364 
Henry,  Partrich,  Efq;   Governor  of  Virginia, 

ilfucs  a  Ploclamation  —  313 

Heifians  accufed  of  plundering  —        2'!o 

Hodge,  Mr.  committed  to  the  Baflile,  at  the 

Kequeft  of  Lord  Stormonr,  rclealed         374 
Hotham,  Commodore,  Isarrative  of  his  I'ro- 

ceediiigs  —  —  140 
his   Account    of  the  Naval  Operations 

in  the  North  River  —  431 

Howe,    Gen.    Names   of    thofe    who  joii'  ^ 

him  — •  —  _       j''» 

— —  publifhes  a  Proclamation  -  q? 

— — —    his    Account   of    the   Army    in    Nev/ 

jerily  —  ~  .•/-•..j. 

— —  Giieral   and  Lord,    their   Account  of 

the  E*.p(dition  to  Peek's  Kill         -       105  • 
U  u  u  2  i-ow«. 


Howe^publiihes  a  Proclamation  offering  Lands 

—    ■"  his  Account  of  the  Expedition  to  Dan- 
bury  —  I —  147 
«          receives  Advices  from  Albany     -      1^6 
'  -      his  Proclamation  refpefting  Vegetables 

•        .  157 

«  '        ferds  a  Letter  to  Gen.  Wafhington  219 
■■  his  Letter  on  receiving  the  Camp  Equi- 

page -^  _  —  230 

> further    Particulars   of    his   Army  in 

Jerfey  —  —»•  236 
'           leaves  Jerfty                     —  238 
'          London  Gazette  Account  of  his  leav- 
ing Jerfey                 -—                  —       260 
mentions  the  taking  of  Gen.  Prefcot  261 

■  Diftribution  of  his  Army  —     264 

■  ■  his    Proclamation     refpcfting   Impoiis 

and  Exports  —  —  7.66 

•— —  American  Tories  delert  from  him     267 
f~—  a  Variety    of  Particulars,  Ihewing  the 

Motives  and  Manner  of  his  leaving    New 

York  ~  _      —  363 

ui        further  Particulars  of  his  Manoeuvres  364 
1.  his    Letter  to  Lord   George    Germain 

from  the  Head  of  the  Elk  -         387 

»— T—  iffues  a  Proclamation  there  -     388 

f—  his  Account  of  his  Operations,  from  his 

landing  4t  the  Elk  to    his   taking    of  Phi- 
ladelphia —  — "  4^9 
^ his    Letter  to    Lord    George    Germain 

from  Philadelphia  — ■  419 

■— —  his    Account   of   the  Attack   on    Red 

Bank  '—  —  426 

. marches  to  White  Marflr  -       504 

Howe,  Lord,  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Franklin    30 

« Anlwer  thereto  —  31 

.  his  Letter  to  the  Admiralty       -       388 

■ his  Account  of  the  naval  Operations, 

the  Attack  on  Mud  Illand,  &c.  -  428 
V——  goes  into  Winter  Quarters  —  513 
Hudfon's  River,  Gen.  Burgoyne's  Account  of 

his  getting  there  —  36/ 

Hughes,  Mr.  cruelly  treated  by  the   Hefiians 

44.2 
Hutchinfon,     Gov.    a    continuation    of    his 

Letters  -r-  w-  110 

I. 
Jamaica,  Subflanceof  a  Declaration  made  by 

a  Ma^iftrate  there  —  f5 

> the  State  of  ■ —  169 

James's  Town,  Rhode  Ifland,  the  Inhabitants 

of,  addrefs  Lord  Percy  —  I  "3 1 

« his  Reply  thereto  —  102 

Jarvis,  Capt.  Anecdotes  of  —  370 

Jerfey,  New,  under  Apprehenfions  of  a  vifit 

from  Gen.  Howe  —  69 

— —  Congrefs  Account   of   the   Proceedings 

of  the  Armies  there         —  71,74,  78 

■— —  Cruelties  committed  there  • —       77 

■.  ■        a  Skirmish  there  —  2i3 

I furjher  Skirmiihes  there        -^       220 


N  D  fi  X. 

Jerfey,  feveral  Particulars  relative  to  the  Armies 
in  that  Quarter  —  226,  &c. 

— —  Aft  of,  refpcfting  Tranfports,  and  for 
the  better  Government,  Sec.         —        29<'> 

'  '  Gen.  Clinton's  Account  of  his  Expe- 
dition into  —  —  420 

Independence  demanded  by  the  Congrefs      95 

Indian  Nations  in  Treaty  with  the  Colonies 

226 

Inftruftions  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  Bolloii 

Johnfon,  Thomas,  Efq;  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, iffues  a  Proclamation  —         309 

Mr.    Addrefs    to    the    Inhabitants    of 

Tryon  County  —  —         ^rj 

Journal  of  the  American  Army  from  the 
taking  of  Fort  Wadiington         «—  25 

Ireland,  Linen  veffcis  from  thence  ordered  to 
be  Convoyed  —  14 j 

— —  American  Privateers  feen  off  that 
Coaft  —  _- 

— —  Alarmed     by    three    American 
teers  —  — 

Juno,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by 
K. 

King,  the,  appoints  Prifons  for  the  American 
Pnfoners  —  —  g^ 


144 

Priva- 

254 


Lakes  in  Canada  free  from  Ice 
Lark,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by 
Laurence  Neck,  Shirmifh  there 
Lee,  Mr.  one  of  the  Delagatci    in   Congrefs 
for  Virginia,  receives  their  Thanks       311 


55 

234 

9S 


Anfwer  thereto 


ibid. 


Letter  written  by  a  Foreigner  on   his  Travels 


From  Lord  Howe  to  Dr.  Franklin 
Dr.  Franklin's  Anfwer  thereto  - 
both  the  above  Letters    laid  before 


-  > 

the 
3* 


Congrefs 

the  Earl    of    Suffolk   to  Count   Wel- 

deren  ■■  ^a 

Sir  William    Howe  to   Lord    George 

Germain  tjq 

Gov.  Tyron  to  Lord  G.  Germain       loi 

Lord  Howe  to  Mr.  Stt-jihens     -        102 

from   an   Engliih  Gentleman   at  Mar- 

tinico  . .  141 

to  Meffj  Wakefield,  Pratt,  and  Myers, 

Merchants  in  the  City  of  London     -      143 

to  Meli".  Sarnuel  and  J.  H.  Delap,  Mer- 
chants in  Bourdeaux        14? 

the  Poftmaller  at  Harwich  to  the  Poll- 

mafter  General  at  London  -  146 

Gen.  FLjwetoLord  G.  Germain       i47 

Capt.  Hutchinfon  to  the  fame  ibid. 


•^^ —  Gen.  Howe  to  the  fame,  containing  the 
Account  of  the  Expedition  to  Danbury   149 

written  by  a  By-llander  -  164 

to  Major  John  Davis,  of  the   Curnber- 

iand  Militia  •,  181 

Leyef 


N 


t> 


Letter,  Capt.  Jones,  of  the  Ship  Beaver,  to  Mr. 

Stephens  19  S 

»■  ffom  an  Englifli  Gentleman  at  Paris  20a 

.  to  Sir   William    Erikine,  complaining 

of  the  Cinrlty  of  the  Britiih  Troops  213 
—— the  Anfwer  thereto  '  214 

■ Gen.  ConiwaUis  to  Gen.  Walhington  ib. 

-  Gen.  VVadiinpton's  Anfwcr  thereto  ziG 
•— —  Gen.  Howe  to  Gen.  Walliingtmi  219 
— —  Gen.  Parfons  to  Gov.  Trumbull        224 

Gen.  Wadiington  to  the  Conorefs    ibid. 

— —  from  the  Howes  to  Lord  G.   Germain 

•— —  Gen.  Walhington  to  Gcn.  Howe,  in 
Anfwer  to  one  lent  by  the  foimer     -     S50 

" Gen.  Walhington  to  the  Congrt  fs,  con- 
taining an  Account  of  the  Skirmilhes  and 
Operations  in  Jerfey  -  257 

■ from  a  General  Officer  in  Wafliington 's 

Army,  at  M:<l<:ilebrook  -  25S 

"■'  Gen.  Howe  to  Lord  G.  Germaine,  on 
the  General's  cjuitting  [erlcv  260 

■■  from  Gcn.  Burgoyne  at  Ticonderoga  to 
Gen.  Howe  262 

— —  from  Sir  George  Collier,  on  his  taking 
the  Hancock  and  retaking  the  Fox         ibid. 

< Cant.    Lutwedge  to  Capt.  Pearfon,  on 

the  ab.Tndoiiing  Ticonderoga  3156 

• Gen.  St.  Clare  to  tlie  Congrefs,  on  the 

Evacuation   of  Ticonderoga  357 

• Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Lord  G.  Germain,  on 

his  getting  to  Hudfoa's  River  ^6t 

Capt.    Pearlon  to  Mr.   Stephens,   from 

Quebec ■562 

Gen.  Howe  to   Lord  George  Germain, 

from  the  Head  of  the  Elk  3^7 

• Lord  Howe  to  the  Admiralty,  fr^m  the 

lame  Place  "  -Jig 

•— —  Gen,  L'orgoyne  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, from  Saratogha  -589 


Col.  St.  Leger  to  Gtn.  Burgoyne,    from 
Fort  Stanwix  3^2 

■  Gen.  Maclean  to  Gov.  Carleton,  from 
Ticonderoga  ibid, 

— —  a  Gentleman  at  Quebec  to  his  Friend  at 
Cork_  39- 

" Lieut.  Bourchier,  of  the   Ship,  Druid, 

to  the  Admiralty  -  -  401 

Commodore  Thompfon  to  Marine  Com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  -  -  403 

■  Gen.  Howe  to  Lord  G,  Germain,  on 
the  taking  of  Philadelphia  409 

'  Gcn.  Clinton   to  Sir  W.  Howe,  on  his 

E.xpcdition  into  ferfey  420 

^  Gin.  Campbell  to  Sir  H.  Clinton,  on 
his  Skirmi!h  upon  Staten  Kland  422 

Letter  from  Gen.  Clinton  to  Gen.  Howe,  on 
taking  the  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery 

4-3 
<•— —  Gen.  Howe  to  Lord  G.  Germaine,  on 

the  Attack  of  the  Red  Bank  426 


E  X. 

— —  Commodore  Hotham  to  the  Admiralty, 
on  the  Naval  Operations  on  the  North  Rivec^ 

I  Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Lord  G.  Germain, 
containing  his  Account  of  his  Operations, 
and  the  Surrender  of  his  Army  462 

fjom  a  Gentleman  at  Paris,  containing 

fome  further  Particulars  uf  Gen,  Burgoyne's 

Surrender  481 

Letter;,  genuine,  from  Philadelphia  30 

from  Mr.  Hutchinfon  continued        iio 

— ^ —  from  Sir  fohn  Peyton,  Commodore 
Hotham,  and  Mr.  Scon  ■  140 

from  Granada,  Charles-town,  and  Phi- 

ladilphia  .  17! 

Gen.  Washington  to  the    Congrefs 

26 S,  &c. 

from  Dr.  Franklin  and  Silas  Dcaae  to 

Lord  Stormont  at  Paris  371 

— —  between  Gcn.  Burgoyne  and  Gen.  Gates 

4S4>  46t 

Lexington,    Capr,  Bazeley's  Account  of  his 

taking  that  Privatter  -  ^Gz 

Lincoln,  Gen,  comes  to  Bofton  56 

his  Movements  in  the  North        458 

Lively,  a  Kinc's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by     106 
Liveipool,  a  K.ii^^'s  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by 

^  105,  107,  235 

Liviiigftone,  William,   Efq;  ilTues  a  Procla- 
mation for  a  Fait  in  Jerley  38 
■    ■  his  Speech  to  the  Council  and  Af- 
fembly  of  New  Jerft-y              -  38 
— his  Proclamation             -          495 

his  Speech  to  the  AlTembly  of  Jer- 

fey  -  -  495 

London,  the  Merchants  of,  publilli  an  e.\tri- 
ordi'.iary  Advertifement  -  176 

Long  lihnd,  ihe  Americans  dellroy  feveral 
Vellels,  &c.  rhere  -  224 

Letter  from  a  Gentleman  there  to 

Gen.  Howe  -  -  a8o 

Long,  Mr,  State  of  his  Ship  fully  (rated    369 
Lottery  of  the  United  States,  a  Plan  of        33 

M 
Maclean,    Brigadier  Gen.  his  Letter  to   Sir 

Guy  Carleton,  from  Ticonderoga  392 

M'Kinly,  John,  Capt.  Gen.  of  the  Dclawar 

State,  iiiues  Proclamations 
Martuiico,  Privateers  fitted  out  there 

Americans  inlill  Sailors  th«re 

Maryland,  an  Addrels  to  the  People  of 

Senators,  &c.  elci^ed  there 

— —  Dillurbances  there  <;uelled 

ConlLuition  ar.d  Form  of  GovernmenC 

agreed  to  by  the  Delegates  of  245 

Aft  for  the  better  Security  of  that  Go- 
vernment -  -  300 

— —  Adt  of,  to  reinforce  the  American  Ar- 
my -  -  301 

pafs  an  A<fl  to  prevent  foreflalling    301; 

— . —  Lilt  of  Ads  paired  there  309 

Mary- 


310 

141 
199 

39 

5<> 
95 
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Maryland,  the  Governor  of,  iffues  a  Proclama- 
tion -  -  310 
Maflachufei's-Bay,  a  State  of           -  41 

■  Aft  to  pi  event  Monopoly  there      57 

-  Aft  to  prevent  the  Arrell  of  Soldiers 
in  that  Province  -  -  63 

another  Aft  to  prevent  the  Piiniih- 

iricnt  of  Crimes    againfl:  the  Slate,  below 
Trcafon  -  -  ibid. 

Lift  of  Aft3  pafled  there  64 

•  Orders  from  the  Council  of  65 

-  an  Addrcfs  to  the  Freemen  of        117  ■ 
■ propofed  Plaji  of  Government  for  118 

■  an  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  158 
Gen.  Gates's  Letter  to  the  Prefident 

of  the  Council  of  -  -  476 

Refolves  of  their  ACembly,  refpeft- 


inp:  the  Quartering,  k.c.  of  Gen.  Burgoyne's 

Army  -  -  477 

Merhn,  a   King's    Ship,  Prizes  taken  by 

106,  234 
Mermaid,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  234 
Mercei",  Gen.  buried  -  7  ^ 

Mithin,  Gen.    receives  a   Letter  from  Gen. 

Arnold  -  .  267 

M'lford,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  235 
JMilitia,  Refolutiot.s  of  the  Congrefs  with  re- 

fpeft  to  reflonng  th°lr  Arms  33 

MilUlone-Bridre,  a  Skirmilh  there  77 

Monmouth,  a  Skirmilh  near  that  Place       76 
Montgomery,  Gen.  Clinton's  Account  of  his 

taking  that  P"ort  -  423 

>— —  Return  of  the   killed  and   wounded  of 

the  King's  Army  in  that  Aftion  426 

— —  from  the  War-office  there  to  the  Ame- 
rican Deputies  in  France  -  478 
Mud    Wand,    Lc^-d  Howe's  Account  of  his 

Attack  on  that  Place  -  428 

»  taken  by  Lord  and  Gen.  Howe    499 

Mulgrave,  Loid,  Anecdote  of  -  371 

Muiter  Maf  ers  in  MalTachufet's-Bay         41 

N 
Names  of  thofe  whojoined  Gen.  Howe       !;6 
Nantz,    Prices    of    American    Commodities 

there  -  -  -  143 

!Nci,oc!ation    stiempted    with    the    Congrefs 

through  Gen,  Lei;  -  g: 

Negroes,  0;ie  Hundred  taken  at  Chtlkr  442 
New  Jerfcy,  Ice  Jerfcy,  New 
Newport,  Rhode  Illand,  the   Inhabitants   of, 

Ajddrels  Gen.  Clinton  -  160 

.»  his  Reply  cbeieto  -  i6i 

l>iew-York,  Addreis  of  the  Reprefentatives  of 

that  State  to  their  Conftituents  45 

~ Prifcners  there  difebaiged      •  77 

ISiew-York,  State  of  the  King's  Ai  my  there  82 

• •  Pr.ces  of  Provihons  in  thatCity       136 

State  of  the  Britilh  and  Atnerican  Ar- 

miec  there  -  -  1^3 

Extraft  of  an  Aft  of  their  Aflcmbly  243 

. '.ccount  of  the  Treatment  of  the  Pri- 

foiiers  in  that  City  -  2^4 


BE  X. 

North.River,  Return  of  Stores,  Cannon,  Am- 
munition, &c.  taken  and  deltroyed  in  the 
Expedition  up  that  River  -  425 

"  Commodore    Hotham's   Account  of 

the  Naval  Operations  there  -  431 

North,  Lord,  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Ame- 
rican Commiflaries  at  Paris  concerning  the 
American  Prifoners  -  511 

Anfwer  thereto  -  ^xz 

O 

Oath  of  Independence  -  73 

Obfervations  addrelled  to  the  Remembrancer 

176 
'  on  Gen.  Btirgoyne's  Situation        398 

Officer's,  American,  promoted  -  98 

Orders  againft  American  Recruits  inlifting  in 
aifterent  Corps  .  .  188 

•— —   to  the  American  Privateers  509 

Ordinance  of  South  Carolina  172 

■  of  the  Convention  of  New  York     238. 

for   regulating   the   Militia  of  Quebec 

344 
Orpheus,    Man  of  "War,    Ships   taken    by 

103,  204 
Otter,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by       106 

P 
Paper  drawn  up  in  a  Committee  of  the  Ame- 
rican Congrefs, 'deligned  to  otler  a  Sum  of 
Money  to  Great  Britain  -  206 

luppofed  to  be  written  by  Dr.  Franklin 
for  the  Purpofe  of  borrowing  Money      380 
Paper  Currency  regulated  at  Albany  8r 

Particulars  refpcftlng  the  American  Privateer 
and  the  Return  of  the  Pimce  of  Orange 
Packet  ,  146,  173 

Paymallers,  Refohitions  of  Congrefs  refpeCt- 
ing  them  -  -  zjz 

Pearl,  a  King's  Ship, Prizes  taken  by   ic6,  233 
Pearton,  Capt.  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  362 
Peek's  Uill,  American  Account  of  the  tranf- 
actions  th.ere  -  135 

Pennfylvania,  the  Conftitution  of  that  Com- 
monwtahh  -  -  r 

-  Declai-ation  of  the  Rights  of  the  In- 
habitants of  that  State-  -  Z 

•  their  Plan  or  Frame  of  Government    4 

General  Orders  from  the  Head  Quarters 

at  -  -  27 

— — -  Mr.  'U'harton  chofen  Prefident  of  the 
General  Alfembly  of  -  132 

— —   an  Addreis   to  the  Inhabitants  of      163 

— — —  Cummittee  of  Congrefs  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  Prefident  and  Council  of     272 

■ Report  of  the  Conference  r..    273 

— — —  Extraft  from  the  Journals  of  their 
Affembly  -  ~  280 

" Regimental    Paymafter    ordered    by 

Congrc  s  to  attend  there  -  294 

■— Ordrrof  the  Council  to  eleft  Juftices 

,     in  that  Province  -  -  300 

pals  an  Acf,  obliging  the  Inhabitants 

to  give  Alfurance  of  Allegiance  324 

Pennfylvania, 
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Pennfylvania,  Proclamation  by  the  executive 
Council  of  that  Province  -  498 

Percv,  Lord,  Realbns  for  his  coming  Home  15? 

, '  addrelled  by  the  principal  luhabitants  of 

Rhode-l!laiid  -  -  161 

__-  his  Reply  thereto  -  i6z 

Pcrfeus,    a    King's   Ship,    Prizes    taken    by 

104,  107,  233 

Philadelphia,  genuine  Letters  from  30 

. —  Council  of  Safety  there,  forbid  the 

Refufal  to  take  Continental  Currency       37 

»  Continental   Bills  declared  a  legal 

Tender  -  -_  3^ 

, an  AdJrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  ib. 

,  the  Militia  reviewed  -  68 

; Refolutionso/lhe  War-Office  of  134 

Articles  for  the  general  Good  figned 

there  -  -  178 

. —  ordered  to  be  fortified         -        iSi 

■ the     Mliaia    of,     difcharged    and 

182 
189 


thanked 


—  pafs  ail  Act  to  levy  Fines,  5:c. 

—  pafs  an  Aft  to  collefl;  Excife  Duties 

i9i 


another  Aft  to  puniih  Deferters,  and 

to  encreafe  the  Power  of  Magiftrates       195 

Rclblutions  of  the  War-Otfice  there, 

refpefting  that  City  and  its  Defence       276 

Navy  Surgeons  and  Warrant  Of- 
ficers ordered  to  attend  that  City  277 

taken  Poffeflion  of  by   the  King's 

troops  s  -  413 

■  Gen.  Howe's  Account  of  the  killed 


and   wounded   in  his  Army  in  the  different 
Engagements  on  that  Service  416,  &:c^ 

his  Return  of  Ordnance,  Ammuni- 


tion, &c.  taken  from  the  Americans  near 
Brandywine  Creek  -  4^9 

Phoenix,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by   232 
Pigor,  Gen.  his  Proclamation  refpefting  Diet, 
kc.  at  New-York         -     ,     -  158 

Pownall,  Gov.  Extrafts  from  his  Journal  4X6 
Prelim inarits  of  Peace  agreed  upon  between 
Spain  and  Portugal  -  -  205 

Prefect,  Gen.  taken  by  Gen.  Spencer  271 
Prefcniments  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Charles- 
town,  in  South-Carolina  -  542 
Prefton,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  252 
Prifoners  at  Halifax  rcful'e  to  lign  Gen. 
Howe's  Proclamation  -  55 
■-            Exchange  of,  at  Rhodc-Iilatid  56,81 

■  I  returned  by  Gen.  Carkton  75 

■  enlarged  at  Newport  -  179 
Prizes,  a  Lift  of,  taken  by  Lord  Howe's  Fleet 

103 

Provifions  not  to  be  exported  from  MalTachu- 

fettsBay  -  -  42 

•'■  their  Scarcity  at  New- York  53 

Qu^akers  apprehended  at  Philadelphia         4*9 

Qu^arrcrs,  Commiffaries,    Sec,    Rtfoluiions   of 

Co!iarclsrefpe<itiiigtntra  -  zSi 
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I  further  Refolutionsthercr.n  2S5 

Quebec,  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  Mi- 
litia there  -  344 

Q^ibbk-town,  Skirmilh  there  -         79 

R 

Raven,  a  King's  Ship,  Frizes  taken  by    105- 

Recruiting,  Inlhuftions  relative  to  that  Bu- 
finefs  -  -  67 

Red  Rank,  Gen.  Howe's  Account  of  the  At- 
tack on  that  Place  -  -        426 

Reinforcements  fent  to  America       -  loi 

Reprefentativcs  of  Maffacbufctts  Bay  pafs  Re- 
Inlves  relative  to  Provifiors  -  42 

•^—  pafs  the  like  Refolves  concerning 
Rum,  Molafles,  &c.  -  43 

Returns  of  American  Recruits  to  be  made     ib. 

Rhode-Illand,  Prifoners  exchangedthere  56,81 

'  Hay,  Oats,  &c.  taken  by  the  Ame- 

ricans there  -  -  180 

■  Gen.  Vernum's  Letter  to  CoL,  Lofs- 

burg,  at  that  Place  -  265 

Rhol,  Col.  dies  of  the  Wounds  he  received  at 
Trenton  -  -  69 

— his  Declaration  on  his  Death-bed  130^ 

Robcitfon,  Gen.  his  Account  of  she  Army  in 
New-Jerfev  -  -  too 

— — — -  iflues  aProclamation  at  New-York  509 

Roche,  M.  De,  appointed  Brigadier-general  6S 

Roebuck,  a   King's   Ship,    Prizes  taken   by 

106,  233 

Rum,Sugar,  &c.  not  tobe exported  from  Ame- 
rica, except  under  certain  Regulations  43 
S 

Saltonftall,  Mr.  his  Letter  to  the  Congrefs  135 

Saratogha,  Gen.  Burgoyne  writes  from  thence 
to  Lord  George  Germain  -  389 

Sartine,  Monf.  De,  his  Letter  to  the  principal 
Chambers  of  Commerce  in  France  2CO 

Schuyler,  Gen.  Congrefs  examine  his  Ac- 
counts -  .  2§I 

•  '  his    Proclamation     in    the   northern 

Parts  of  America  -  -  444. 

"         -  Account  of  the  Siege  of  the  Fort  of  445 

Scorpion,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  107 

Scotland,  alarmed  by  three  American  priva-- 
teers  -  .  174^ 

Servants  and  Apprentices  in  America  not  t6 
be  m  lifted  -  -  29^ 

Skenclhnrough,  Lift  of  Veflels  taken  and  dc- 
ftroyed  there  -  -  356- 

Shippen,  Capt.  buried  »  -  73 

Shii'3  taken  (exclufive  of  thofe  mentioned  ia 
the  general  Lifts)  55,  56,  68,  69,  70,  7C, 
198,  231 

Smith,  Mr.  fwears  Allegiance  to  the  Congrefs 

Soldiers  in  Maffachufetts  Bay  fecured  from 
Arrefts  -  -  63 

Solebay,  a  King's  Ship,Prizes  taken  by  her  104 
South-Carolina,  0,d:iance  of  .  jy^, 

Spaniards  lake  an  En^lUh  Vcflel  near  Gibraltac 

2J06 

Span;;h 


IN  I> 

Spanlih-town,  a  Skirmifh  there  -       71 

Spencer,  Gen.  goes  to  Providence  69 

—  his  Account  of  taking  Gen.  Prefcot  271 
Sphynx,  a  King's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  235 
Stanwjx,  Col.  Willett's  Narrative  of  Occur- 
rences at  that  Fort  -  446 
St.  Catharine,  Spaniih  Account  of  the  taking 

ofthatllland  -  -       204 

St.  Clare,  Gen.   fends  a  Letter  to  Congrefs  in 

excufe  of  his  Conduft  -  357 

State  of  the  Southern  and  Midland  Provinces 

in  America  -  -  96 

Staten-Ifland,    Gen.  Catnpbell's   Account   of 

his  Skirmilli  there  -  421 

— attacked  bjGen.  Sullivan  ^      483 

Stirling,  Lord,  iffues  General  Orders  73 

Still-Water,  American  Account  of  the  A£iion 

rear  that  Place  -  459 

Stormont,  Lord,  receives  a  Letter   from   Dr. 

Franklin  -  -  371 

Stores,  &c.  from  France  arrive  at  Boflon  and 

other  Places  -  -  229 

Succcflion    of  Promifes,    or  Faifehoods,    re- 

fpefting  the  American  Campaigns  400 

Sullivan,  Gen.  his  Account  of  his  Attack  on 

Staten-Ifland  -  483 

Snpplement  to  the  Aft  making  the  Continental 

Jiills  a  legal  Tender  -  295 

T 

Teft  Aft  publilhcd  at  Pennfylvania  324 

Th<tmes,  a  Kind's  Ship,  Prizes  taken  by  233 

Thompfon,  Capt.  Lieut.  Boiichier's  Account 

of  his  Engagement  with  hinj  4°^ 

Ticonderoga,    Gtn.  Burgoync's   Account    of 

that  Plsce  -  -  348 

— — —  American  Account  of  that  Event   357 
.— Refolutions  of  the  Congrefs   relative 

thereto  -  -  S^io 

■  I  Apology  of  a  General  Officer  for  the 

Evacuation  of  that  Place  -  397 

Tories,  American,  defert  from  Gen.  Howe, 

267 
Tranflation  of  a  Letter  written  by  a  Foreigner 

on  his  Travels  -  23 

Treaty  of  Peace  ;  Articles  of  a   definitive  one 

between   the  States  of  South-Carolina  and 

Georgia,  and  the  Cherokee  Indians        345 
Tryon,  Mr.  Johnlon's  Addrefs  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  that  County  -  451 
Tryon,  Gov.  his  Letter  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main                  -                  -  101 
V 
Vaiighan,  Gen.  his  Account  of  burning  Efo- 

pus  -  -  427 

Vegetables,  Gen.    Howe's   Proclamation   re- 

fpefting  them  in  America  -  157 

Veflels  taken  by  the  Americao  Privateers,  an 

authentic  Lilt  of  -       108,405,  513 

— —  in  the  Delaware  ordered  to   Burlington, 

&c.  -  -  44- 

Viper,  a  King's  Ship,  Prize  taker,  by         107 
Virginia,  Taops  voted  for  thsrs  56 


X. 

•  •  '  '  Natives  of  Great-Britain  ordered  ta' 
quit  that  Province  -  81 

Virginia  Abftraft  of  an  Aft  for  eftablilhing  an 
Office  there,  for  the  Pu  rpofe  of  borrowing 
Money  for  the  Uk  of  the  Commonvpealth 

■  return  Thanks  to  their  DeJegate, 
Mr.  Lee  -  -  312 

Patrick  Henry,  Efq.  their  Governor, 

iffues  a  Proclamation  -  315 

■  their  Militia  take  to  the  Field       441 
Unicorn,    a    King's  Ship,   Prizes   taken    by 

105,  234 
United  States  Lottery,  a  Scheme  of  33 

W 
Walcot,  Col.  his  Demand  -  215 

Gen.  Walhington's  Anfwer  to      216 

Walker,  George,  Efq.  fends  a  Letter  from, 
to  Sir  John  Guy  Alleyne  -  i8i 

fends  another  Letter  to  the  fame   183 

— •  fends  a  third  to  the  fame  185 

—— writes  to  Lord  George  Germain       ib. 

Wallace,  Sir  James,  his  Account  of  the  naval 
Operations  at  Efopus  -  43  z 
Walhington,  Gen.   his  Orders  againfl:  plun- 
dering, &c.                   -                     66,  6S 
.  his  Thanks  to  the  Militia  of  Penn- 
fylvania                -                   -  75 

• his  Letter  to  Gen.  Howe,  in    An- 

(vver  to  a  former  Letter  -  252 

— his  Letters  to  the  Congrefs,  con- 
taining an  Account  of  the  Skirmifhes  and 
Operations  injerfey  257,  268 

•— .  his  Letter  to   the  Congrefs  on  the 

Aftion  at  the  Brandy  wine  Creek  432 

• .  iffues  General  Orders  at  Wilmington 

441 
his  Letters  to  Gen.   Howe,  propof- 


ing  to  exchange  Gen.  Prefcot  for  Gen.  Lee 

490 

.--  iffues  General  Orders  at  Schuylkill 

506 

Vv'eft-Indies,  the  Manner  in  which  the  En- 
gliih  Illands  there  g-t  Provifions  14Z 

• ■  American  Veffe Is  taken  there     168 

-  Troops  fent  there  by  France      370 

Wharton,  Mr.  chofen  Prefident  of  Pennfyl- 
vania -  -  132, 

Whitehaven,  an  American  Veffel  carried  in 
there  -  -  145 

Willetr,  Col.  his  Narrative  of  Occurrences  at 
Fort  Stanwix  -  44^ 

Woodbridge,  a  Skirmiih  near  that  Place  be- 
tween the  Regulars  and  Provincials  52 

■  another  Skirmiih  at  that  Place      136 

Y 

Yorke,  Sir  Jofeph,  prcfents  a  Memorial  to  the 
States  General  -  -  91 

^ .  Anfwer  thereto  prefented  by  Count 

Wt.lderen  -  -  93 

94 


Earl  of  SuftV.k's  Rrply 
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